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Tllli TM...MUD CON.TAINS .AN~ OLD SAYING C,ONCF..RN.ING THE. TORAlL WHICH 
GOES, " TURN, IT .AND TURN. IT, BBCAUSE, :bVERYTtiING IS IN IT It .. 
FREQ~NTLY, THE CASUAL RElillERS OF THE. TO&ML WILL Sl .. Y THAT IT IS 
A QUA.INT AN"'D INTERESTING BOOK, BUT TflliY FAIL TO UNDERST~ND WHY 
IT H.AS C.APTIVATED MANKIND FOR Th OUSJ..NDS OF IhARS. THuSE 'WHO 
STUDY THE TORplI CONSTANTLY, HOWEYhR, AIlli Till. ONES WHO ARE MOST 
AWED BY _~ CO.NThNT .. NO MATTER HOVf;. Qil.~NJJi~ MAY ~ IT, W.b; ALW,,,AYS 

R-lND SOMEY~N'EW IN. IT .. NO MATTER HOW~'AS" ITS ~SSAGE AT Tl:-1h LAST 
RbADING, ON THE NhXT READING., WE SEE EVEN MORE DEEP'LY INTO ITS 

MEJ\.NING •. ( YhS, Wb TURN IT, AND WE TURN IT, .AND EV~RYTHING~E~MS 
TO BE INtI- T .. tr'~ 

;. 

'fHIS S.ANCTU1\RY IS BUILT AROUND rrHE CONCEPT OF TORAH .. TH,t; 
KEY OBJ.t;C.T IN OUR HOUSE OF WuRSHIP SS THE ARK, MADE IN THL FORM OF AN 

OPEN TORAH, SCROLL. SO FAR AS Wh KNOV., THIS IS THh FIRST ARK OF ITS 
KIND •. BUT THb .ARK ITSELF, CONTAIN.ING. THl:, AGTUAL TOR1J:iS, IS JUST 
THh FOC1~L POINT FOR AN, hNT mE SCH~vLb; OF THOUGHT AND DESIGN WHICH 
BEGINS WITH THE .ARK.AND ENDS WITH THE ARK •• IN DE.SIGN THIS hNTIRb. 

ROOM IS LIKE A F Tmu?iOR.AH LAID.~9~ hND TO END. ~ACH 
PL;\STIC COLUMN 'M ON~OQUENT MhSSAGhS OF' ouR 

TRADITION., SIX INSCRIPTIONS.ARE IN lfEBRbW, SIX IN ENGLISH. 
?1Jt~/¢"/1J1.F11'f'/iftt'/ltl If you CooLD R~AD THE HEBREW AS WhLL AS T1lli 

ENGLISH, ~ WOULD KNOW THAT WE HAV~ PLACED H~RE SOME OF 
THB MOST hXALTED TEJ,CHINGS IN .ALL HUMAN, HISTORY .. TEN OF THI~SE 

INSCRIPTIONS .ARE FROM THb B.IBLb ITSELF .. ONr.; IS FROM THh TALMUD, 
j\.ND ONE IS FROM OUR PRAYER-HOOK .. 

SOME OF YOU MJ~ COMPLJ~N THAT YOU CAN NOT GLE~~LY Shh ALL 
OF THE IN6CRIPTI ONS .. YOU OUGHT TO KNOW THAT WE "ORKED VbRY HARD 

TO W->.KE SURE THAT YOU COULD NOT READ THEM TOO hASILY .. COMb CLOSh TO 
THEM, .AND YOU C,AN READ THEM EJ..8ILY .. ST.AND BliCK FROM THhM, AND 

THhY SEEM TO BE ONL~ARTISTIC DbSIGNS .. THhRE IS A LESSON TO BE LEARNED 
FROM EVEN THIS PHYSIC.AL REALITY. ONLY (rROSE WHO COME CLOSE TO THE 

TORJI,H CAN TRULY BE~FIT FROM rrs T.bACHINGS. 'rHOOE WliO ARE MBRE 
SPECTATORS FROM A DISTANCE WILL S~B NOT M~SSAGES OF THE lvlOS~1ROFOUND 

___ ~NIFI~C~~NS TH1~ S}';BM TO HAVE NO ORDERLY ii ' .ING. 

/ I MUST BOAST TH.AT THE IDEA OF PUTTING INSCRIPTIONS 
ON THE PLJlSTIC P.AN~LS IS MY OWN .. I GOT THE IDEA WHEN TWO Y~.ARS AGO 
I ST J OD IN THb CENTER OF THE JEFFERSON MhMORIJL IN 'N.ASHINGTON .AND 

READ THE INSCRIPT IONS OF THAT GREAT lviAN WHIG H W"h&E ETCllliD INTO 
THl!, CIRCULAR WALLS OF TH.AT DEEPLY MOVING BUILDING. GOOS!!. BUL~S 
CAME UP ON MY SIUN .AS I READ Tllli 'rHJUGHTS WHICH THOMJ.~ JhFFERSON 

HAS LEFT BEHIND AS A LEGACY TO )~RIC.ANS .. WHEN I STAN'D IN T.l:lli 
CENTER OF THIS ROOM, I GET .AN EVEN GRhATER THRILL. FOR RhPRESENTED d 

HERE IS NOT MEIlliLY THE Tl!,ACHING~ OF ON~ GhNIUS, BUT THE ThACHINGS 'V 
at ~Jtj1t~i'~~1 THE GRh.AThST RELIGIOUS SAGES OF ALL TIdE. 

fJw-< wJ..r t4vvv fL ~~Vkt-~ ~ 
k~ .. f-r~/Jv--~~.~~V~ 
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BET US GAZE QUICKLY ABO II REVhRE -IT RO Od. ON YOUR 

EXTREME RIGHT, TI~ FI T PANEL QUOTES THb VhRY FIRST PIU .. YhR 
IN TH~ MORNING LUTURGY, THh ShCOND PANEL CONT~INS THB WOR~~~~~~ 
KIND DJVID AND THE 2r.3rd PSALM: THE TuIRD P~~L -"'~t?~ ~r~--; -? ~ r 

~'\..A.-/ u.r1-u ~~ ~ .. t~ ~ ~~ C-rJ( ~ t.,..Lc.-~ ! 

THE FOURTH PANEL IS I~AI~RS' F.AMOUS PROPHECY OF INTBRNATIJNAL Phl£E 
WHICH NOW ADORNS THE UN BUILDING IN NEW llO~ (J.>I>~ 

THE FIFTH PANEL CONTAINS THE T~.ACHING FRO~ ~IrrICUS, THOU Sli~L~_~ 
L(JfE THE STR.ANGhR AS THYSELF t Ylt. 2-~ ~ e-K.. ~~ 
~ . J f'k.p ~ ~ fkp cf1.s~" 

lit) M ~~- _Co~J!~ e~--- ~ /J) I 

THE hlGHTH PANEL CONTil. NS T~"I.~TE.j{CJl JOF R~BI HILLEL ~ :;;~ 
~ ~ c::l2r--~ t.C~ ~ ~ ~ 

THE NINTH PANEL CONTJINS J~&hMIAH'S PROP~GY O~ THE ~hLIGION OF THh 

TH E ~:~H PANEL QUJuTF.S M1C~Lf.{-W~~Y?~LY 
THE 11th P)~L QUOTES ISAIAH AGAIN, ~MINDING US THAT MONhY C~~OT 

BUI 'fHb SP IRI TUAL VALUhS WHICH ALONB CAN M.Al\.h A M.AN H.APPY • 
THE 12th PJ.NEL QUOTES Tllli PROPIlliT AMOS WIlO R&vIINDS US THAT 

Tlli,; NEGRO IS AS SACRED IN THE EYES OF GOD AS l'RE W1iI1'~ MAN 

THINK o~ I':P- WE ARE ' NOT ALOm. IN THIS ROOM; STANDINlz AT OUR 
SIDE p~ DAVID, ISAIAH, HILLEL , JhRh)1~~~ _ ~JCiM k~D AMOS -
TH.AT GROUP OF MEN ACKNOWLEDGhD BY AL~~ TO 

BE THE MOST GIFTED RELIGIOUS SPIRl TS'1 OF 'llHE AGES. NO MATTER 
HOW GREAT MIGHT BE OUR STRIVING, NOR HOW EXThlSIVE OUR SAINTLINhSS, 
WE COULD NEVER ACHili VE Tflli GOALS TtlliSh MEN HAVE ESTABLISHED FOR 

US, THhSE GOALS WHICH FROM TH~Sh VERY WALLS. 
T ~;-o-~ 

IN TIJ.\{b;, I SHALL SPEll{ TO YOU / A.T GRELTER ~NGTH ABOUT 
El,CH OF THESE INSCRIPT IONS. FOR TH IS HISTOHIC MOMENT Wl-lliN E 

FIRST WORSHIP HERh IT IS SUFFICI~NT PO~ ME TO SAY THAT THER~ 
IS SOMETHING FOR EACH OF YOU AND ALL OF YOU Hbffi;. IF YuU FEEL 

LONELY AND UNW ANTED, YOU HAVE ONLY TO MME 'l'}lli ShCOND PANEL 
YOUR OWN, YOU HAVE ONLY TO JOIN WITH DAVID, IN SAYING, " TH~ LORD 
IS M! SHhPIlliRED, I SHALL NOT W.ANT... ThA THO I W.ALK TliRU 
THE V l'.LLE'Y OF TH~ SHADOW OF DEATH, I SHALL .rEAR NO hVIL ". 

IF YOU FEAR THAT GOD'S SPIRIT IS ABSENT FROM THE WORLD 
TODAY, YOU HlVE ONLY TO FEEL WITH THE RELIGIOUS G~NIUS WHO 

WROTE THE WORDS ON OUR FI RST P.ANhL, " EVERY D~Y GOD R.8NbWS THE 
DEEDS OF CREATION". 

WHAT IS THE CAUSE NEAREST TO Y)UR H~ART?- PEACE, JUSTICE, 
BROTHERHOOD, .ALL Tffi.Sh ARE llliRh , SbEKING TO BhC0ME A PART OF 

YOU, AND A PART OF YJUR DAILY LIFE. THIS ROOM IS TEEMING 
WITH VITALITY, IT IS INTENSELY ALIVh , WITHOUT .A woru.t B.E.ING ~ 

SPOKEN FROM THIS PULPIT, THE VERY ROOM OFFERS KINDNESS AND J / 
P LOVE AND FORGI~N~S. THIS ROOM IS DEDICATBD TO TH~ 

T1lli RY THAT THE WRITTEN \WORD CAN BhCOMh.A PART OF REALITY; 
IT IS CONCEIVED ON THE PREMISl. THAT TORAH IS NOT ONLY .A COLL~CTION 

OF TEACHINGS BOUND UP IN A SCROLL, BUT TORAH CAN A1 D MUST BE 
THh STANDARD BY WHICH MEN RhL 

ATE TO EACH OTHER. 
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WHEN THEY MEET ON. THE BY-WAYS OF LIFE. THIS SANCTUARY IS DEFINIThLY 
NOT JUST ANOTHER PLACE WHhRE PEOPLE Mh~T TO WORSHIP. LIKh VERY FEW 

SJNCTUARIES , TH~ PHYSICj.L OUTLINES OF THIS BUILDING HAVh A RhVERENCE 
OF THEIR OWN. THB PHYSICAL ASIECTS OF THIS ROOM '~~~~~1 A SPIRITUAL 

CREATh 
TONE •. SOME OF YOU WILL SENSE TH JS IMMEDIATELY, OTHE. as WILL NOT 
QU~TE FE:r.L IT. 

WHICH BRINGS ME TO MY SECOND POINT TONIGHT. FROM TI~ TO TIME 
A PffiSON WILL COME TO ME AND SAY, RABBI, I COME TO SERVICES ON 

OECASION, BUT NOTHING HAPPENS. I DON'T FEEL RELIGIOUS \mEN I 
SIT THERE, AND I DON'T FEEL k~Y NhARER TO GOD. IF I COULD BE FR~K 
W:lTH THE.SE PEOPLE I WOULD SAY TO THEM, "IF NOTHING HAPPENS WHi'.,N 

YOU COME TO THE SYNAGOGUE, PERHAPS THE PROBLEM IS NOT WITH THE 
SYNAGOGUE, BUT WITH YOU. tt. F"jlJ!ff8W7;lti THE RELIGIOUS EXP~RThNCE 

OCCURS WHEN TWO FORCES MEbT TOGETHER, WllbN GOD AND MAN S~j.~ SOMETHING 
TOGETHER AND DO WORK TOGETHER. UNLESS YOU BRINll ~OM~THING TO THE 

SYNl!IGOGlli WITH ~ I CAN PRWICT FOR YOU TH_AT NOTHING WILL .Jr1 uJ 

I 

HAPPEN WHEN YOU GET DlERE .. ONE COMl!;S TO A SYNAGOGllli TO ~ 
EXCHANGE GIFTS WITH GOD AND WITH MAN:. ON~ COMbS PR~PARED TO ~ 

ENTER INTO A MUTU.AL RELAT IONSHIP:. ONE COMbS PREP~~D T04.. WORK. 
THE BEAUTY AND SPIRI TU.ALITY OF THIS ROUM W ILL LOSE THEIR .MI!,ANING 
FOR us UN.LESS WE BRING SOMETHING OF OUR OWN BEAUTY AND 

aPIRITUALITY TO THIS ROOM. THIS RO~BE A LIVING PLAC.E, 
IF WE M.AKE OF IT A PLACE WHhRE TH ~ _ ~ SS OF LI FE IS 

TRk~SACTED. TO THIS ROOM WE MUST CO E TO THINK AND STUDY 
.AND MEDITATE FOR TH~ U.LTIMA~/_f~fOSE OF WORKING. TOGhTHER TO 

FRAME A BETTER COMMUNITY AI~~ A~BETTER WORLD. TO THIS ROOM WE MUST 
COME TO LE J,RN THAT WE ARE NOT ALONE., THAT THE SPIRIT THAT 

FLOWS THROUGH ALL OF US COMES FROM THE SAME REShR.VOIR, MfD~E 

MUST LE.ARN TO BE SHARhRS OF THAT SPptIT; WE MUST Lh.ARNr TOv 

EXHJN~GI}'T~k!!J~HER F~.. ~ - /I 

THE TALMUD TELLS 'US THAT THERE ONCE WE~ TWO BROTllliRS, ONE MARRI.bD 
.AND ONI:. UNMARl1.IED. ON A CERTAIN STffiyll NIGHT, THE MARRIED BOTIlliR, 
THOUGHT OF HIS UNMARRThD BROTHER, ALL .ALO~"E'~Nij SAID TO 

HIS WIFE, tt I WILL T.AKE.. SOME OF YOUR GOOD m-It-TO MY BROTHER. 
HE MUST BE COLD .AND MISbR.ABLE"., AND SO THE RRlhD BROTHB 

SET OUT ON THE DARK ~~D DIFFICULT ROAD TO HIS BROTHhH'S HJUSB. 
ME .ANWH ILh THE UNMARRThD BROTHER THOUGHT TO Hll\1S ELF, tf IT IS A. MD 
NIGHT. MY BROTHhR WILL NEED HELP WI'lli HIS FAMILY. I WILL GO TO HIM, 

AND WHILE I GO, I WILL BRING HIM SOMh BR.:t.AD WHICH I HAVE" .. 
IN 'fHE MIDDLE OF THAT STBRM SWEPT ROAD, THh TWO BROTll},RS 

MET, EMBRACED, AND WEPT.. THE. TALMUD T.r LLS Us THAT ON rrHAT 
SPOT OF ME.ETlNG, AND GIVING, THE F'IRST TEMPLE OF SOLOMON. WAS 

BUILT •. 

MY DEAR FRlhNDS, THIS SANGTUMY fvL~l?KS THE SPuT WH.bRE 
BROTHERS JND SISTERS HAVE MET , BMBRACED, AND ~,y~~ EXCHANGED 

~IFTS WITH EACH OTHER. P~OPLE WITH LITTLh MEANS HAVh GIVEN 
FREELY ¢'/~I TO OUR CAPITAL FUND THAT THIS BUILDING MIGHT BE 
BUI~. PLEASE DON'T DECEIVE YOU RSE,LF THAT RICH PEOELE HAV~ 

BUILl(I T!:lv.IS ROOM .. IT IS NUT SO. WE HAVE 600 Fl~ILIbS IN~, 
THIS ~U; .. EACH .AND ALL OF ThbM HAV};; MADE THIS POSSIBL~. 

EJ..CH OF THESE F.A!vlILI~S HA THRHU l~ PLt.DGE PRBSENTED THIS 
GIFT TO THE REMAINING 599 F.PMILIh~. THIS IS OUR GLFT TO ~ACR 

OTHER.. ' AND 
D ' 

~ · WA~t::Ol~~::ite~==:'..--:--~~~~.~~~ 



ONLY THE FUTURE CJN, TELL WHETER WE WILL UNDERSTAND 
DEEP~1Y ENOUGH. THE TRUE V~UE OF THE GIFT WE HAVE GIVEN 

TO EACH OTH:tlR .. 

ONLY THE FUTUR E C.AN. TELL WHETER WE WILL UNID. CLE.ARLY ENOUGHl 

THB HIDDEN, MEANINGS OF THE WORDS THAT CRY OUT TO US FROM THh 
W.ALLS OF THIS HOUSh OF GOD .. 


