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IS THE AMERICAN JEW REALLY VANISHING may 15, 1964

RECENTLY, AN ARTICLE APPrARED IN "LOOK" MAGAZINE WHICH SUGGESTED \\\
THE POSSIBILITY THAT WITHIN A FEW MORE GENLRATIONS, THE AMBERLICAN
JEWISH COMMUNITY WILL HAVE PRACTICALLY VANISHED, THk AUTHOR
BASED HIS CONCLUSIONS ON SOME RECENT FIGURES CONCERNING THk RATH
OF INTERMARRI AGE BETWEEN JEWS AND CHRISTIANS. WHILE THERE HAVE NOT
BEEN MANY STUDIES MADE ON THE SUBJECT, WHAT LITTLE INFORMATLION Wk
HAVE DOES INDICATE THAT AMBRICAN JEWRY IS FACING A STEADILY
MOUNTING THREAT. THE FIGURES WE HAVE, K ARE THLSE:
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1. A SURVEY MADE IN WASHINGTON D.C. SUGGESTS THA 5ﬁgL OUT OF EVERY

65 JEWS MARRIED A NON-JEVW Gomiern@esto . 25 YEARSTAGO, ONE OUT OF LVERY

TEN JEWS MARRIED A NON-HEW. AND IN OUR GENERATION, Tik THIRD GENERATION
RICAN JE 18% <OR ALMOST ONE OUT OF EVERY FIVE JEWS MAKRIES A

NON-JEW. THESE STATISTICS WOULD INDICATE THAT UNLESS AMERICAN JEWS

T/KE A SERIOUS VIEW OF THE PROBLEM, THEY MAY VERY WELL MARRY THLMSELVES

OUT OF EXISTENCE. .

IT IS,0F COURSE TRUE THAT AN INCREASING NUMBER OF PROTESTANTS AND

CATHOLICS ARE MARRY ING OUT OF THEIR FAITH ALSO. AS 4 MATTER OF FACE,

THE BUREAU OF CENSUS IN 1957 MADE A COMPARATIVE STUDY BASED ON

A SAMPLING OF 35,000 FAMILIES AND FOUND THAT WHILE ONLY 7%

OF ALL JEWS CURRENTLY MARRIED HAD MARRIED OUT OF THe FALTH; 81 % OF ALL

CATHOLICS THAT HAD MARRIED WERE MARRLED GV /¢F/Yild /¥JYTH{ TO A PERSON

OF ANOTHER FAITH, THEB FIGURES HA%e.TO DO WITH ALL LEISTING MARRIAGES,

INCLUDING OUR GRANDPARENTS AND PARENTS. THE $Y@KAFY MORE SIGNIFICANT

FIGURE IN PROJECTING THE FUTURE IS WHAT THk PRESENT GENERATION OF JrWS
IS DOING. THEY, LIK:t THEIR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, SHOW A MUCH MURE RELAXED

ATTITUDE TOWARD INTERMARRIAGE THAN DID THELR GRANDPARENTS. ON THE

ONE. HAND THIS SIGNIFIES THE FULFILLMENT OF THE DEMAND OF THE

JEW FOR ACEEPTINCE AS AN INDIVIDUAL; ON THE OTHER HAND, THE RELATIVELY
FREE CROSSING OF THE LINES OF RELIGION SIGNIPILS A WEAKENING OF JEWISH
COMMITMENT, IN THE CLOSED COMMUNITY OF 19TH CENTURY EHROPE, JEWS HAD
NO PROBLEM MAINTAINING ThHEIR IDENTITY. IN THE OPkN COMMUNITY OF

20TH CENTURY AMERICA, THk SURVIVAL OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IS
THREATENED.

FOR SOME Yk ARS NOW THEkE HAVE BEEN TWO DISTINCT THEORIES AS TO

THe IDEAL TOWARDS WHICH AMERICANS OUGHT TO WORK. THe FIRST TuHkORY IS
CALLED " THE MELTING POT THEORY". ITS ADVOCATES CONTEND THAT THE GLORY
OF AMERICA IS THAT IT T/KkS KKJY/ MANY DIFFERENT CULTUKAL, LTHNIC,

AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS AND MOULDS THEM ALL INTO ONk RICH, ALL-INCLUSIVE

AMLRICAN TYPE, THe SECOND ThHEORY IS CALLED THE TuEORY OF UR&L
PLURALISM. IT SUGGLESTS THAT THE GREATNBSSOF AMERICA IS THAI, BRENT
GROUPS #RE ABLE TO MAINT AIN TAFIE SEPARATE LDENT IF ) HILE CONTRIBUTING

ITS PARTICULAR GENIUS TO THE BROADER STRUCTURE OF AMuRICA. the
SURVIVAL OF THE JLWISH COMMUNITY IN AMbRICA MAY WeLL DEPEND UPON OUR
CONSCI0US ACCEPTANCE OF THE SECOND OF THiSE THEORILS . UNLESS ThEf
INDIVIDUAL JEW COMES TO REALIZE THAT HE HAS A DEFINITE RESPONSIBILITYVC
TO THE JLWISH COMMUNITY AS WELL AS TO THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY, HE MAY
BE SEEENERY ASSISTING IN THE STEADY DEMISE OF JUDAISM IN' AMBERICA.
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PART OF THE PROBLEM OF THt AMERICAN JEW IS THAT HIS RELIGION .
EMPHASIZES THE UNIVERSAL Nsls#2/0F GOD. WE DO NOT DENY SALKATION
TO THE CHRISTIAN., WE EMPHASIZE THE IDEAL OF EQUALITY. Wk CANNOT
SAY, EVEN FOR THE SAKE OF PRESERVING OUR COMMUNITY, THAT THE JEW

IS MORHLOVED BY GOD THAN THE CH RISTIAN. HOW, THEN, CAN Wk MAKE A
CASE THAT THE JEW SHOULD CHOOSE TO MARRY ONLY A JEW2 WE CAN OFFER
NEITHER THE THREAT OF HELL NOR Tilk PROMISE OF ETERNAL SALVATION.

WE CAN ONLY SAY THAT WITHIN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY THERE IS 4 GREATER
CHANCE THAT CERTAIN KINDS OF VA UES WILL BE ESPECIALLY EMPHASIZED
AND MORE SECURELY PRESERVED. Wk CAN ONLY APPEAL TO A SENSk OF
NOBLESSE OBLIGE. WE CAN ONLY SAY YOUR FATHERS FIRST CONCEIVED OF
THESE GRAND IDEALS, AND YOU HAVE THE SPECIFIC ReSPONSIBILITY OF
WORKING FOR THEM THROUGH A COMMUNITY PARTICULARLY SUITED TO

PROJECT THESE IDEALS. ALBERT BINSTEIN, WHO WAS CERTAINLY

THE UNIVERSAL MAN, A SUPREME INTELLLLCTUAL, DELIBERATELY SOUGHT TO

REMAIN WITHIN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY BECAUSE AS Hk TAUGHT, " JEWS

HAVE A PASSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICL o A COMITMENT T0 LEARNIN -
FOR ITS OWN SAKE, ﬂv\j o v el Conterr Yo e vphte 5 fle "“Z"“{""’l :
YET THIS PASSION AND COMMITMENT CAN LEAD THE JEW TO SUCH

UNIVERSALISTIC THOUGHTS THAT HE NO LONGER SEES THE NLED{ FOR )
REMAINING WITHIN THE JEWLISH COMMUNITY . & STUDY MADE OF THE JuWS

WHO LIVE IN CHAMPAIGN, ILL., SHOW HAVE ONLY 6% OF THis MbN THERE

ARE MARRIED QUF/¢F/THE/F/ TO A NON-JEW, BUT 20% OF THE\ MbN

ON THE FACULTY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF Phis WW
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Cantd A STUDY MADE AMONG THE JEWISH PSCHO-ANALYSTS OF NEW HAVEN, CONN,
SHOW THAT 2/8 OF THEM ARE INTER-MARRIED. THESE FLlGURES Aik, OF COWR SB
NOT TYPICAL, BUT THEY DO LEND SUPPORT TO THi THESIS THAT JkWS WHO
FOLLOW BROAD INTELLECTUAL PURSUITS TEND TO SURRENDER THEIR
PARTICULARISTIC IDENTIFICATION WITH JUDALSM.

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT Wk STOP HERk TO QUALIFY THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
SOME OF THLSE STATISTICS. MOST AMBRICAN JEWS DO NOT LIVE IN
PLACES LIKE WASHINGTON, D.C, OR CHAMPAIGN , ILL. MOST OF THiu
LIVE IN NkW YORK, CH ICAGO, AND LOS ANGRLES, WHEkRE STUDIES ON TnIS
QUESTION HAVE NOT BEEN MADE. IT IS REASONABLE TO ASSUME THAT

IN COMMUNITIES WHICH HAVE A LARGE NUMBERK OF JEWS THh RiTE OF
INTERMARRIAGE IS LOWER. FURTHER, THE STATISTICIANS DO NOT TELL

US HOW MANY OF THk CHRISTIANS WHO MARRIED JEWS CONVERTED TO JUDALSM

UR VICE-VERSWW/WT/¢1“/WW¥/TW/JWS/W%M%W/ SHy FAGURES nnd[‘«z:.
DO SHOW THAT OF EVERY TEN JEWS WHO MARRY
W WHILE IT 1S GENSRALLY ASSUMED THAT MEN
' RE LESS CONCERNED ABOUT RELIGION THAN WOMEN, THIS IS NUI NECESSARILY

TRUE. IT HAS BEEN MY EXPERIENCE THAT MANY CHRISTLIAN GIRLS Akk
NOT ONLYw§ GTO CONVERT TO JUDAISM,,BE%.ACTUALLI EXCITLD ABOUT THE

POSSIBILITY. RABBI RUBI NSTEIN WHO ®%eS8 THE HILLkL FOUNDATION AT THE
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UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURG CONTENDS, " .... MANY OF THk BRIGHT MIDL
GENTILE GIRLS WHO ATTEND THk BETTER COLLEGES Axk ATTRACTED BY THk
POLITIC:L LIBERALISM CHARACTERISTIC OF JEWLSH STUDENTZ Ok BY TuakIk
EQUALLY CHARACTERISTIC AVANT-GARDISM IN INTELLECTUAL AND AESTHRTIC
MATTERS. ", IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN MY CONVICTION THAT Whbkkk Tik NON-JEW
CONVERTS HONESTLY AND ACTIVELY T0 JUDAISM, AN INTER-MARRIAGE CAN BE
A GAIN FOR JUDAISM. ON THi OTHe R HAND, Wk HAVE NO FIGURES TO SHOW
WHE THER JEWS ARE GAINING OR LOSING TO CHRISTIANS IN THiE RiTwk OF
CONVERSION, THk STATISTICLANS ASSUME THAT IT IS THe MAJORLITY \
RELIGION WHICH ULTIMATELY GAINS FROM A HIGh RATE OF INTERMARRIHGE .
IT IS EQUALLY TRUE STATISTICALLY THAT TiHk DIVORCE KATE IS HIGHER

IN Tk CASE OF INTLRMARRIAGE, IF ONLY FOR THE REASON THAT DIFFLRENT
RELIGIOUS BACKGROUNDS BRING ONE EXIRA AND IMPORTANT PRUBLEM INTO.
THe MARRLAGE RELATIONSHIP WHICH UA$/YT$/ ALRLADY HAS MORE THAN
ENOUGH BASIC COMPLICATIONS.

IN THIS DAY OF THE HYDROGEN BOMB, Wk ARE ACCUSTOMED TO SAY THAT
SINCE IT IS EASIER FOR MEN TO DESTROY THEMSELVES, THEY MUST Bk
MUCH MORE COMMITTED TO THE STRUGGLE FOR f@aC& THAN THiIR FATHERS BVER
WERL, IT IS SIMILARLY PUMMMEA? TO SAY , THAT IN TilS DAY WHEN
IT IS RELATIVELY EASY FOR A JuW Toei ety 10 SURKLNDLE
HIS JEWISH IDENTITY , HE MUST BE MUCH MORE COMMIITED TO yudaiijLﬁv
THE EFFORT TO PRESERVE THE JEWISH COMMUNITY THAN WhRE HIS FATHERS.
I DO NOT TAKk A DIM VIEW OF THh FUTURE PROBABILITIES FOR Auik RICAN
JUDAISM. I BASE MY CONCLUSION ON AT LBAST 7Yy FACTORS
THREL

L, IN THE GHETTOES OF NEW YORK AND CHICAGO, A JeW WAS A JkW BY i l 67
VIRTUE QF THis FACT THAT He LIVED IN A COMMUNITY ALMOST ENTIKELY

JEWISY . FEW JLWS ACTUALLY SUPPORTED A SYNAGOGUE, FEW JEWS WERL

ACTUALLY LEANRED IN JUDAISM. ONE WAS A JEW BY VIRTUE OF THE FACT

THAT HE BOUGHT HIS MEAT AT THE KOSHER MEAT STRE IN THuMIDDLE OF

THE BLOCK AND WORSHIPPED ON THE HIGH HOLIDAYS AT THk CORNER SHUL.
WHEN THE JeWS BEGAN TO MOVE TO SUBURBIA, THEY FIRST BEGAN TO

BUILD SYNAGOGUES WHICH WERE VITAL INSTITUTIONS. PEOPLE WHO HAD

NEVER BELONGED TO SYNAGOGUES J@IN/' HELPwD TO BUILD SOME OF THE

MO BEAUTIFUL STRUCTURES WRLD JEWRY HAS LVER SU2€Y. WHERL

CHILDREN HAD GONE TO DIMLY LIT CHEDERS FOR A FhW YLARS W ORDER TO BE
BAR MITZVAH, THEY NOW WENT ON TO CONFIRMATION , STUDYING

IN BRIGHT, MODERN CLASS-ROOMS WITH MODERN, BETTER HRPARED ThACHERS.
PEOPLE WHO HAD ATTENDED SYNAGOGUE ONLY ON THE HOLIDIYS , BEGAN

TO ATTEND SERVICES ON THE SABBATH AND FESTIVALS. THbE MOVE TO

SUBURBIA HA® BROUGHT MANY PROBLEMS TO THe  AMERICA  JkW, BUT IT

HAS SERVED TO INCREASE HIS VOLUNTARY COMMITMENT TO THe SYNAGOGUL.

2, THi CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY ITSELF IS SUFFERING MUCH MOk OF A

RELIGIOUS UPHEAVAL TODAY THAN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY. Wk HAVE ALREADY

BUILT THE BRIDGE FROM A FUNDAMENTALIST FAITH TO A LIBRRAL FAITH.

WE HAVE ALREADY PASSED OVER THE CHASM LiADING FROM ORTHODOXY TO bjadw&
REFORM JYPLY$M/ OR CONSERVATIVE JUDALSM, BUT Thb CHRISTLAN COMMUNITQAZVu,Qy

IS JUST BEGINNING THIS PASSAGE TON ARDS LIBERALISM., THe UNIVERSALLISM = # VA

OF JUDALSM IS HIGHLY ATTRACTIVE TO MANY CHRISTIAN THINKEKS AND |
THE ROLE OF JUDAISM IN AMuRICA IS BEING LLEVATED IN THIS SENSE.

WHAT MANY LIBERAL CHRISTIAN THINKERS ARk SeYING, IN LFFEOT, IS THAT

CHRISTIANITY WILL BE SAVED ONLY IF IT IS PROGRLSSIVLLY JUALZED,



IF JLWS CAN BE SUFFICIENTLY AWARE OF THi CHANGE THAT 1S TAKING
PLACE ON THe RELIGIOUS SCENK, AND IF THeY CAN Bk AWARE OF THE
TREL,;)DOUS IMPORTANCE OF THE JEWISH POSITION IN THIS TRANSFERENCE,
THEN THE STRENGTH OF JUDALSM SHOULD INCREs#SE, NOT DECREASL, IN
THE FUTURE,

3. MY THIRD REASON FOR&)PTIMISM IS OUR CHILDREN. I BELILVEL %l‘ﬂAT ~
SUCH YOUNG PLROPLE AS Wk ARk HONORING THIS EVENING ARESSCuS fecy ey
IO REPRESENT A POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE LEADERSAIP FAR ABOVE
THAT WHICH Ji&/ EXISTED IN MY GENERATION AND IN This PREVIOUS
GENERATION, THESE YOUNG PLOPLE AND THi GROUP Wk WILL CONFIRM TUMUORROW
EVENING ARE NOT TO Bk CLASSE® A JLWISH SCHOLARS, BUT THiY KNOW

MORE ABOUT THEIR FAITH, AND HAVE A STRONGER COMMITMENT TO JEWISH
ORGANIZATIONAL LI®E THAN THE YOUTH OF PREVIOUS GENERATIONS. I AM
SUGGESTING THAT WHILE BEING JEWISH IS NO LONGER A MATTER OF MiRk
HABLIT FOR THE JEWS OF TODAY, OUR YOUNG PHOPLE ARk BETTER BREPARLD FOR
MAKING THE KINR OF VOLUNT ARY CHOICE WHICH OUR OPuN SOCIETY DEMANDS.

I DO NOT WISH TO MINIMIZE THE PROBLEMS WHAICH LIk BEFORE_THE mle
AV RICAN JuWISH COMMUNITY . CERTAINLY I DO NOT WisSH TO At ad’ |
W : Ai‘:‘LSE SENSE OF SECURITY. Wi k(A TREMENDOUS CHALLENG 'I\‘-hdﬂkﬁ
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EACH JEWISH HOME HAS TO BECOML A SOURCE OF POSITIVE JEWLSH g
IDENTIFICATION. THe PARENT AS MUCH AS THE CHILD MUST TAKE RQS-H=E— ACYIV L
STEPS, T0 TIE HIMSELF TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY. THIS IS A TIML RoRIeewyet

T s FOR G vR ,COMMITMENT THAN THAT EVIDENCED BY OUR
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