
IS THE i\.lliRIC.AN JBW REALLY V l'.NISHING may 15, 1964 

RECbNTLY, PN l\RTIClli JPPh.ARE.D IN "LOOK" 1\UG1ZINh ,rHICH SUGUbS'fhD 
TH.r.; POSSIBILITl THAT WITHIN A FEW MORb GhNhRaTIUNS, TH~ P.lvl~l~lC1U'i 
JEWISH COMMUNrfY WILL HiVE PH,.ACTI~J LLY Val'1ISIlliD. Tlib Au.THOR 
Bl ShD HIS C ONCLUSI ONS ON SOME. RECEN'f F 1 GU tillS CO NChR INU TUh Ri Th 
OF INThR .b.RRIAGE B.ETWEBN JhWS .AND CHH,lS'fIANS WHILh'r IEH.E ll.bVb NuT 
BEEN M.ANY STUDI~S MADE ON THl:.. SUBJEC'f, WHAT LIT1'LE II F0RdAT10N Wh 
Hl .. VE DOES INDIC1J..TB THAT AlvlliRICAN JEWRY IS F.ACING A. STE.A1)ILY ~ 

MOUNTING THRE1T .. THE FIGURhS WE HATh Al& TH~SE: yettP It-Yb J 

1. A SURVBY MADE IN 'W 1.SHINGTON D.C. SUGGESTS THAr:t:,~N~ OUT Oft' hVBliY 
65 JEWS MARRIED A NUN-~W . _ - . 25 y~j~S ·'AGO, ON~ OUT OF bVh~Y ~ 
T~ JEWS MARRIED A NON-HEW. ~~D IN OUR GbNhRATIJN, nj~ TtlI~DG~N~RATION ~ 
~RICAN JJ:t.; ~ 18% ...;"" OR ALlv10ST ONh OUT OF hVf,liY FIVE JE S MAH.RI~S .A 
NON-JEW. THESE STLTISTICS WOULD INDICA'"fb TtlA.T UNLbSS j\JvIr.,liICAi~ J~WS 
TiKh 11 ShRIOU8 VThW OF THb PHOBlliM, TIlliY M Y Vh1tY W.b.LL iVIAhRl 'l'lfbMShLV~S 
OUT OF EXIST~NCh. 

IT IS OF COU RSh TRUE THAT JoN INCRE1SING NUMB~R OJ? PROThSTMTS }ND 
CJTHOt ICS .ARE MiRRY ING OUT OF TH.bIH. Fi'.ITH ALSO. AS ~ M.hTTbR 0]' FACE, 
TH}'; BUREAU OF ChNSUS IN 1957 MAD'*!' A COMPJR1\TIVE STUDY HAShD ON 
A SAMPLING OF 35,000 F MILIES AND FOUND TH T 'HILh ONLY 7% 
OF ALL JhWS CURRr..NTLY MARRIED HAD Mlill.RlhD OuT OF THb F.hI TH; ~ % O}4' ALL 
CATHOLICS THAT HAD MARR!E.D .JERE MMtRlhp ~vr /¢'/rW/rf'~J)J TO A PhltSON 
OF ANOTHBH. FAITH. THe ~FIGuREf HAik. TO DO WITH ALL hXISTING MARRIAGhZ, 
INCLUDI NG OUR GRJNDP ARhN TS AND .P AR.h.N TS.. THE '$ JrJf414J MORb 81 GNIF leAl T 
FIGURE IN PROJhCTING THb FUTURE IS WH~T THh P~SENT GhNhR1TluN OF J WS 
IS DOING •. THEY, LI~ Till IR CliRISTI~N FRlhNDS, SHU A MUCH MURh RhLAXED 

ATTITUD~ TOW ARD INTERMltitRIAGE THAN DID THEIR GRANDPARhNTS. ON THE 

ONb HAND THIS Sl GNIFIr.:S TUB FULFILLi"~NT OF THE DEMAND OF THE 
JIID'I FOR ACEEPTJNCE AS .AN IND IV I DUAL ; ON TH~ OTHER HAND, THQ,. llliLAT J. Vb LY 
~'Rhb CROSSING OF THE LIm.s OF RELIGION SIGNI~I.bS A WE1ABNING OF J.c;WISH 
COM 1ITM1!.NT .. IN TH.E. CLOSED COlvlMUNITY OF 19TH Chl~TU.H.Y hHROPE.I. JhWS HAD 
NO PROBLhM MAIN~AINING THhIR IDENTITY. IN THE OPbN COM1~NI~I )F 
20TH CENTUH,Y l\vffi RICA, THh SUUV IVAL OF THE Jt..WISH C01~NIU1-ITY IS 
T H[('~ .AT hN ~D • 

FOR, SOM.r; Ybl\RS NOW THhfili HAV~ BEEN TWO DISTll'JCT TH~ORIES AS TO 
Tl-lli IDh.AL TOW.ARDS WHICH ANl.tRICANS OU GIfT TO -W Oli1\.. T.tl.l!! FIRST ThJ!.uR Y IS 
CALLED" T1ili MELTING POT TH~OH.Y". ITS ADVOCAThS CON11END l'llAT TH,b; GLORY 
OF .AMh RICA IS T HA'r IT T jJ.{LS ~¥¥I 1,ANY DIF F.b RE NT CU LTUf(.AL, l,T l~ Ie, 
.AND RE LIGIOUS GROUPS .AND MOULDS TIlliM .ALL INTO ONb H.ICH, ALL-INCLUSIV~ 
AMbRIC.AN TIPE. 'fHl, SECOND 'fhl.ORY IS eJL lliD THb T11~URY OF ~1J~.1UH.J~L 
PLUR1~LISM .. IT SUlrG BTS THAT THE GH£J\TNE$OOF AMlliIC.A IS THAT~~'~J:iEl~T 
GROUPS ¥II£ .ABLE TO ,..t.AINT AIN ~ Sl:.PAH."T"h lDBNT IF~ IL~l (;UNTRIBUTlr G 
ITS PARTICUlJil.R G~NIUS TO THl!. BROAD£R STRUC'rURE OJ..' rlvlli,RICA. the 
SURVIVAL OF THE J1!.WISH COM1VIUi ITl IN '&vlb.RICA M.hY Lb .. LL D.t;P.h.ND UPON OUR 
CQ)NSCIOUS CCEPTANCE OF THb ShCOND OF T1i~Sl!; THJ!.uH.lliS • U' L~SS rrhh" J . 

I j INDIVIDU 1.L JBW COMl!;S TO Rh LlZE THAT HE HAS A DhFINITE. R~Sl?ONS IHILI' .y JCf ~ 
~ oj A"t,....- TO TilE JhrISH Co.~hillNI~rY AS WELL AS TO TH!!; AH.b.f~ICJJ.i COMMUNITY, HE lVU~Y 

BE Sk~X ASSI rrING IN THB STEADY D~MISE. OF JUDLISd IN 'll.MbRICA. 
f~tjle1 



~ PlRT OF THE PRO.BLbM OF Tli.t. BRICAN JhW IS TtiAT HIS RhLIGlON 
EMPHASIZES THE UNIVERSAL ~op GOD. WE DO Nu'l' DBNY SAL ATION 
TO THb CHHIST IAN., Wh hMPH).SIZr.- Tfi.b; IDE.hL OF E~UALl1'Y. Wh C.Al'i.NOT 
SAY, E.VEN POR THE S.AKh. OF PRE-SERVING: OUR COMMU ITY, THAT TU,b; Jb 
IS MOR .blLOVb!l) BY GOD TH.AN ThE C 1 It lSTIA1~ .. HOW, 'fHh:.N, Cl~N '~h M.b.l\.~ A 
CASE THAT THE Jt; SHOULD CHOOSE TU Mp..RRY ONLY A JhW'l WE Cl\N OFFEH. 
N~ITHhR T~ THREAT OF llliLL NUlt Tn~ PRO 1IS~ OF EThRNAL SALVATI Ox .• 
WE C~.N ONLY SAY THAT WITHIN TH~ J~' ISH CO:vldUNITY T.tlliRh IS GH.L LT.l!,R 
CHANCE THJT CERTAIN KINDS OF V 1L U~S \ ILL BE ESP1!JCIALLX b~\U?H.ASI~.bD 
.AND MJ,LiE ShCUHELY .t'RESl!.RVED .. \Vb CAN ONLY ,A'pJ?~.AL TO L SE1~Sh OF 
£ OBL}!;SSE OBLIGE .. "WE cm ONLY SAY YOUH. F.NfHh:RS E'IR&T CONCEIThD OF 
TllliSE GRiN1) IDEl'LS, AND Yt)U H,I\YE TH~ SPECIFIC R.bSPONSltiILlTY \k' 
WORKING FOR THEM THROUGH A COMMUNITY P.bRTICULAltLl SUI'l'.b..D TO 
PROJECT THESE IDEALS .. j\LBbRT bINSTbIN, '11U ",AS ChRT.hINLY 
THE UNIVERSl L MAN, A SUP libNIE I T LLbCTU1L, DhLli!.r.RAThLY SOUulil' '1'0 

Rl!.MAIN WITHIN THE JEwISH COr MUNITY HhCALJSE AS E 'r LUGliT, " J' WS 
H1Vb .A PASSI IN FOR. SOC IfL JUSTICb I: . A CO~lvlITrlliNT TO LEJ..1t IINji I • *' 
FOR ITS OWN Sl\K.h: ~ ~ tl./v,rd~r~~ Jib I~ , 

Y~T THIS PASSION: 1'.1 1) COd!vII'flVILNT CiN Lr.. .8D TH~ J~ r TO SUCH 

UNIVERSAL 1ST Ie THOUGHTS THAT Ht; NO LONGER Sh,h;S TnE N~bDi FOn 

REd.MI ING WITH IN THE Jh WISH co 1NlUNI'fY .. A STUDY yllJ)h OB 'l'Illi JLWS -WHO LITh IN CH.A.J.VlPJIGN, ILL., SHO~ HJVb ONLY 6% OF 'l'ti~ Mb rl'H~H~ 

.ARb. Mi H.RI1<.;D cpl/'f /¢-, /"Jf.t/1 / TO .A NON-Jb W, BUT 20% OF THE\ MbN I" 

ON THE F.PCUL'l'Y OF THE UNIV:r.H.SITY OF ~~t~~ :- ~ ~ 
I ~L~- I S THAT TOWN pH.b Ml.RRIED TO J ~ON-:!~~";. rAlS. ~a" 3J- < 

c,~ .,o...e.. l1"'q ~ ~ IL- I"'"ft/lt~ ~ I'\.lI.+ e-~ rr /1"1 f"'....u-- ~/'h-4.. ~ 
.A STUD MADE ..NIONG THE J~'vISH PSCHO-.ANALYSTS O~' N1~W HJ ... VhN, (;Ul~N, 
SHOW THAT 2/3 OF THEd .AltE INTER-MA1~RlliD .. TH~E F'lGUItBS Alth, UP COLRS£ 
NOT TYPICpL, BUT THEY DO LbND SU-PPOH.'l' 1'0 TH,t; TtlliSlS T11AT Job\" S 'iHO 
FOLLOW BROA}) INTELLEC'l'UAL PURSUITS TEND '110 SUltllliJ: D~H. TtibIR. 
PART ICULJililSTIC IDEl~'1lIFIC .ArrI ON 'virrH JUD.J\lSM .. 

IT IS IMPORT Jl.NT THAT Th STOP H~llli TO QUALIFY THb SlGNIF1(,;lu\JCh OF 
SOM~ OF TII.c.Sh ST TIS'l'ICS. MOS'f l'MbH.ICAl J"~WS DO NOT LIVh IN 

PLllCbS LIKh W.ASHINGTUN, D.C, Oil Cl1.A.MPAIGN , ILL. MOST OF THL.Ll 
LIVE. IN Nhl YORK, Ch ICAGO, j D LOS .i GbLES, 'HhH.b STLJDIES ON ThIS 
~UhSTION HiVE NOT BbBN MlillE. IT IS tbASON.ABLL TO j\.SSUllib 'l'til1.T 
IN CO!.w UN IT IhS rHICtl HJ._V,E A LAflGE NUMB.blt OJ? Jh Y S Ttlli llLT~ UP 
INTl:..RM l.Rll.Gb IS LO 'hR. FU "tTHl!;H, '1'1 E ST Nf lSTICliu'>JS DU NUrl ' ThLL 
US HOW d.ANY OF THb ClllilSTIJ .NS WHO dARHIED Jl!."WS CONVhhl'bD 110 JUDLlSM 

oa VICE_VLRS.A~r;Jf./¢l/1/¢f/JfYJ!.¥Y-/1¥¥/I~~~/Y1J.-t¢. 1/-,/ TtJr. F GUll.£,S 
DO SHOW T HJ\!., ~O l! L VE.RY ThN J ~w S WHO lVllJt-t(.Y , ._- , , . . 

~ TUsIS efIH.S=:lR:b "fEN .. WHILh IT I S GbN~ .ALLY ASSUM.b..D THAT IbN 
,~---- ~Rh U .SS CONCERNED lBOUT IThLIGION TllAN WOl~llil, TillS IS 1 vI' NEC SSARILY 

TRUE. IT ~BhEN MY :E,XPllilbNCh THJT 11M Y Ch11.1ST1.Al\f GIRLS Alt,b 
NOT ONLYW¥tLf~GTO CONV];RT TO JU])l l~ .PCTUJ LLY E.XCIThD ABUuT TUB 

POSSIBILITY. RABBI RUb} ~srrbIN WHu . ~ Ttl~ HILLhL Full Dl,T10N I T THh 

) 



UNIVhltSI'fY OE' PIT ' StlURU CONT.h.l-iDS, " ••• • MJ...NY O~' Ttll!. tiH,lLH1'l1 lv1ID1 
Gbl\JTI~ GIHLS \VB i,TTEND 'l'lfu BhTTEtt COLLC.GhS LJ.d:.1 .i\Tl1J:i.l CT1:.D rlY Td.t.. 
POLl'l)IC.l L LIB~n.AL ISM ChJ£.ACTBRIST Ie OF J.tjWl ~h ~T0Dbl..rTS. 0.1 tiY TI.l~IR 
b QUALLY C Ju1 C'l'f.JtI5T Ie lV l\NT-G.AH,DlSM IN INTbLL,h,CTUj~L 'J"D liliSTH11.'l)IC 
MpT1'ERS. ". IT H~S ALVAYS B.E.,t;N iVIY (,;U1 VI(';'l'I uN 'l'Hl T Wl1.E..ti.h 'l'lib NuN-Jb 
CONVhRTS HuN~STLY 1,.ND J CT IVbLY '1'0 JUD11S.\l1, LN INT.bH.-MAltRI1IG~ CAN bE 
A GJ:LN .F'O l. JUDi ISM .. ON Trl~ OTH::..1t Hlu\[D, W~ Hb.Vi. NO FIGLJ S TO SHO"W 
WH):.'fH Jh ,S Hb. GJ·I ING OR LOSING TO C iR.IS'rIAl S I! TH~ H.1T~ u ' 
CONVERSION .. TIlli ST1TI5TICIPNu ;,SSUllh THA'l' IT IS Th~ diJul~ITY 
rlliLIGI0N WllICH ULTIdA'l'1!.LY GllNS .FRO .A HIGh ltl T~ OF IN'l'J!J1i! L.tiliI U:b. 
IT IS EQUALLY TRUE S'l'ATIST IChLLY TH1.T Tt DIVURCh Rl.Tb IS HIGHbR 

IN TIlt. C1SE OF IW.r BRdl1tHI.AGE, I}' ONLY }'Od TIlli .tiEl.SuN THAT DIEPbllli T 

ID..LIGI0US B,ACl GROU DS BRING 01~E EX'lRA D I lPORT.Al-IT P.t .. UBLt..J.vi INTU 

Tf-J.b 1\Ull,.l:tl.AG1 H1LATI01~SHIP WHICH Vt/J/>/f.'tfb/ ALR.t.i.DY HAS Mu!ib TH.P-l 

BNOUGH Bp..SIC CO IPLIC Jd.'luNS. 

IN THIS Dlcr OF T1 HYDH.uGh BOdB, 'E Jl~ LCCUSTO l~D Tv SlY TtiLT 
SINCE I T IS EJ\SIEH. FOR {h TO D~STH.uY 'rHEll,'lSbLVbS, THhY MUS'f B~ 
MUCH MORE CO LitlIT'l'ED TO Ttl.to.: STRUGGL~ FOn. ,~ TH.?N Tf-lliIR Pi THBRS hV1!.R 
WERb." IT IS SL1ILARLY <~fO S ' Y , - THb.T IN TJ.11~ DAY )til N 
I T IS HEL T 1 ThLY .B.ll SY Fon J~ J ~W ~ ~ ~ .. Tv S UliRhr DEli 
HIS JEWISH IDEl-iTITY , fill NIUST BB MUCH lVIURb C\LL¥'l11'Tl!..D TO --- ~) 
TH~ £FFORT TO PRhSbRVE TIlL JhWISH co.\! U ITY T.u.P N Whllli HIS FJ.'l'Hb;RS.~ I 

I DO NOT Tilili 1~ DIM Vl~\ OF TH~ FU1'URh .l?rtOliABILITI.c,S }'U ;)lliRl~J1.N 
JUDi.ISft. I B1 Sb MY C01~CLUS ION ON AT Lbl~srr 1)f'/J .r'ACTu is : 

THtt.Eb 

lL. IN THE GH~T'fO.I!B OF NbW YvR..t\: .Al~D C1ICAGO, .A Jr..W ~.AS A. J.h,W BY ~. J d 
VIl\,'fUE OF' Ttl~ FieT ThAT ~ LIVbD I .A COMlvlUNITY ALl'vOST .t.~TI.h,LLY ~ 
JbWI¥ FbW J.E. WS JCTUJLLY SUPPOll,T~D A SYN.bG0GU~, FE\,. J.t;WS BH.h 
ACTUl LLY Lb.ANRbD I JUDAI$lVI. ON~ ,.AS .A J.t.W BY VIR'l'UE OF THB FlICT 
ThAT Hh BOUGHT HI S 1 .8AT AT THh KOSH~R .M}..AT S ill.t, IN Tti.tJMIDDLb Oft' 

T}n~ BLOCK j\ND WORSHIPPhD ON Till. HIGH HOLID.l- YS AT Tll.t, COlli Bn SrlUL. 
WHbN THE Jl'.AWS B:r..Gl~ '1'0 NIOVE TO SUBUliBIA, T hY FIH,ST BhG-f.N TO 

BUILD SYNJ.GOGUbS WHICH WbR.b VI'fJL I~srfITUTIO.NS. P.EO.PL~ rHO HAD 
NhVhH. BhLONGED TO SY .bGOGUhS "rjJl~/ 1 HELPcl) TO BUILD SOM!!. 01t\ THE 
M<.B.' BE.JUTIWL S'11RUCTURhS l' ffiLD JhWRY Hlili bYE. ...8tl!eJP. '\ H~~ 
CHILDH.hN HAD GONE TO DIMLY ~.JIT CH~DhRS FOR J Fl!J,y YbJ:RS tIll UHDER TU B.b. 
BiR MITZVJH, TtfhY NOW 'wENT ON TO CONFIH.l\lATION , STUDYING 
IN BRIGHT, MODBHN CLASS-1.OOMS \ ITH l\tfODERN, BET1'EH. H1:.PLRED Tb.i-CHi'..RS. 
P~OPLl' \HO HJD ATTENDBD SYNAG0GU~ ONLY ON THE HOLIlJ.l.lb , l3hGLN 
rro ATTE.ND SbRVIChS ON 'l'Hh S.ABrl.ATH .AND ~'bSTIV l·LS .. THh MOV~ TO 
SUBURBIJ H BROUGHT MANY Ptt0BLui5 TO 'l'H..8 AlvibHICA Jl!.W, BUff IT 
HAS SE iVbD TO INCHhLSh HIS VO}UNTAl13 C O"vllvlITMEN'I' TO TH.c. SY .ilLrOGlil!.. 

2. THh CHRISTlpN COr~rru ITY ITSE.LF IS SUFFERI1'JG lUCH dURb of A 
RbLIG IOUS UPHEJ,V J L TODl Y l'11AN TH.b Jb\ I5H C Ol\biUNITY .. 'b lilVE AL.l:lliADY 
BUlLT Ttih BRIDGE FROM p FUNDAMbNT}LIST FAI'rH TO A LI.tlhRl.L Fi ITtl. ~ 
WE. HAVE J1Lflli.ADY P.ASSED OVhR TH~ ClIASM LhADING J:4'ROM OH.THODOXY TO 0 lAflV 
REFORM "~J,41r.fI¥1 OR CON5bH.V.b.TIVE. JUliJISlvl, BUT Tl1.i:!J CtlH.1STIAN C01\iwlU.NlrfYj,.,e~~) 
IS JUST BhGIN1~ING THIS PASS1Crb T ~H.DS LIJi.h,H,A1ISM. Tllli UNIVhRS.AL1Slvl fY r '-} 
OF JUDi ISd IS HIGHLY 'l'TH.ACTIVb TO M.ANY CliliISTIAN T1 INKiliS ~..J.\J·D 
THb ROLh OF JUDI ISM IN Ai~RICA IS llhI~G bLhVJTED IN THIS SbNS~. 
WHJ..T MANY LIBhH.J1L C IRISTI.A ~ THIlliiliRS Arl.L S~lIl'~lA, IN LPJ:t'~DT, IS TliAT 

ChRISTLA I'£Y \ ILL BE SlVED ONLY IF IT IS PROGR~SSIVLLY Jl.IlJ~.lZED. 



IF J~' S C.AN Bb SlJFFICIbNTLY AW.AR,J:..; OF Tll1!: CH1.NGh THAT IS T.t~ING 
PL.ACh ON Till.. l1.~LIGIOUS SC~N.t., .AND IF TH~Y ClJi lili AWARJ!, OF TIE 
TR..b.l~OUS IMPORT1.NC.b. OF TH.E J~WlSH .POSI'rI0N I THIS 'l'R1J'iSFbRbNC.8, 

'l'HhN :lH.E STRhNGTH OF JUD.AISM SHOULD INCR.bl.Sb, NuT DECRhAS.t.., IN 

'lIRE FUTU~ 

3. MY THIRD Rh.ASON. FOfJoPTIMIS 1 IS OlJR CHILDR.DN. I BhLI.DVh THAT 
SUCH YOUNG PhOPLE AS W~ AH.E 1 UNU ING 'rulS ~,V.FNING -, .y 

~ ]JUsW. RbPRhS:E.N'I' P PO'l'f.l TI.pL ,ii1UR FVTURb L~J.J)ERSrtIP FACt AHOV!!; 
THJ-T "dICH "~I EXISTED IN MY G.b.I .tltLTI UN .Al~D IN Tti~ PH..b.V.1.uuS 
G.EN1R1TION. T.l-l.c.Sh YOUNG PLOPLh ND THb GftoUP W.E. rILL CONFItiNl TULViUH.RO i 

hVbN ING ARl<. NOT '1'0 Bh CLASSh;l> A' Jj~'WISH SCHOL1ill.S, HUT T11t. Y .l(NO 
£10 Rb ABO UT T HL I R F 11TH, .Al\JD HATh STRONGbR. C OM ~lrl\ iliNT TO J h\i ISH 
ORG.ANIZATldNPL LIBh THJ.N THE YOUTH OF PHEVIOUS G~N.l!:HJ'rIJ.NS. I .AM 
SUGGhSTING THAT 'H IL.t; BbING JEWISH IS l-J"O LONG~R A MA'l'ThH. OJ? lvi.b.R.E 
H~ FOR. TH E JE WS OF IfODi.1, OUR. Y0UNG .P.t,;OPLE .Ah'..b. &TT~li BRhPl :lliD POR 
MJ\KING TH.t; KINP OF VOLU1\ITLRY CH01CE 'HICH uuR OP~.l'1 SUCD,'l'Y D.El~.t\~DS. ,.. - ---

I DO NO'f WISH TO MINI IIZE TH~ PHOHL~ IS Wi. IeH Llh BJ:.,Pffi~h rrH~ /J1f1J 
IJ jJ ..Alb HICAN Jf.WISH COMMU ITY. CBR'l'lINLY I DO NU'l' 'wiSH TU .. " .1 I 

oI!P:A ~ 1 F iLSE S:r.. 'JSh OF ShCURI TY Wb - h lA 'l1R..t;M.r.;l\1DUUS Crt LL~.NG 4t-h (N\,V rLJ.4/ 
(k "tMvf~~I'7-~~.. J:R~ 1'Jlt'R01'if 

,.., hPCH JhWISH HOMh: H.AS TO B.ECOM:. .A SOURCE., of .POSITIVh J.8WIStl _ 

2 $l-(J:;£ 

I 


