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OF COURSE, THE-VIEWS OF A FEW COURAGEOUS CHRISTIAN LEADERS CAN NOT 
ELIMINATE SUDDENLY mE DOGMAS Of FUNDAMENTALIST CHRISTIANITY' TAUGHT FOR 
2,000 YEARS. TI~O WEEKS AGO, THE MIAMI HERALD CARRIED A MAJOR ARTICLE 
BY TiiE REVEREND COLE. OF THE ORTHODOX ~RESBYTER!AN CHURCH IN HIALEAH WHO 
BITTERLY ATTACKED ntE CHRISTIAN LIBERALS, AND CONCLUDED, ALONG Im BILLY 
GRAHAM, "THERE IS NO OTHER GOSPEL THAN THAT JUSTIFICATION IS TiiROUGH 
GRACE BY FAITH I CHRIST1'. THIS IS A WAY OF 'SAYING, JESUS IS . DIVINE: HE 
DIED FOR OUR SINS: AND WE CANNOT BE SAVED FROM HELL-FIRE EXC;PT BY FAITH 
IN THIS FACT". 

IN SHORT, CHRISTIANS ARE ENGAGED IN A BITTER INTERNAL BATTLE TODAY. 
THE SCHOLAR$, .TAKI G INTO ACCOUNT fflE SCIENTIFIC NAnJRE OF OUR ORLD, 
WISH TO HARMONIZE CHRISTIANI1Y WITH A MORE REASONED APPROACH O RELIGION. 
THEY vISH TO 00 WITH CijRISTIANITY WHAT THE DVOCATES OF REFORM JUDAI M 
DID FOR JUDAISM. THE MORE SENSITIVE RELIGIOUS LEADERS AMOtG THE CHRISTIANS 
CAN SEE ntAT A RELIGION WHICH TEACHES SALVATION BY FAITH ALONE, AND NOT 
BY RIGHTlOUS DEEDS, EXCERTS NO INFLUENCE UPON THE PRACTICAL FUNCTIONING 
OF OUR VIDRLD. THE FUNDAMENTALISTS PREACH OF SALVATION THRU GRACE, WHILE 
THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD £RIVE !OWARDS A HYffiOOEN BOMB WAR AND EXTERMJ A 
TION. THE INEFFECTIVENESS OF CHRISTIAN TEACHING UPON THE DAILY DEEDS OF-
CHRISTIANS IS SADLY OBVIOUS TO A GROWING SECTION OP CHRISTIA LEADERSHIP. 

THIS BRINGS US TO THE POINT OF OUR SERMON. SUPPO E THAT THE ORE 
COURAGEOUS EXPONENTS OF A NEW PERSPECTIVE FOR CHRISTIANITY RE ro GAIN 
POWER? SUPPOSE THAT BISHOP PIKE AMONG THE EPISCOLIANS, BISHOP OXNAM AMONG 
nIE METHODISTS, AND DR. NIXON A1J\ONG THE BAPTISTS WERE TO CONVINCE nm 
MAJORITY IN THEIR RESPECTIVE DEIDMINAT!ONS THAT JESUS WAS BORN NATIJRALLY, 
THAT HE WAS NOT DIVINE, AND THAT SALVATION IS OOT THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS, 
BUT THROUGH FAITH IN WHAT HE TAUGHT, WHICH IS BASICALLY JUDAISM? !N 
SPITE OF THE PRESENT SEEMINGLY INSURMOUNTABLE OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF 
THIS CHANGE IN CHRISTIAN TiiINKING, THIS RE-CHANNELING OF CHRISTIAN FAITH 
MUST B'.E COUNTED AS A POSSIBILITY. INDEED, 00.. GRANT, NOTED BIBLICAL 
THEOLOGIAN, URGES IN HIS RECENT BOOK THAT CHRISTIANS AND JEWS BEGIN 
INCLUDING IN THEIR RESPECTIVE RELIGIOUS SERVICES AT LEAST A LITTLE OF THE 
LinJRGY OF TiiE OTHERS. 

SUPPOSE NOW THAT A LARGE SEGMENT-OF CHRISTIANS WERE TO COME TO US .AND SAY, 
"WE KNOW NOW THAT WE WERE WRONG; YOU ALONE WERE RIGHT. i'E ADMIT OUR 
ERRORS. WE WANT TO BELIEVE CORRECTLY. TELL US 00 , WHAT IS THE TRUTH 
OF l'OUR lRADITION THAT WE MIGHT UNPERSTAND AND BELIEVE".. SUPPOSE A CHRISTIA 
CAMf TO Y.QY. AND ~LEADED FOR YOUk·HELP, WHAT WOULD BE YOUR RESPONSE? ARE YOU 
PREPARED TO TEACH A REDIREGTED,C~~ ]£l~J>£_PJH AND VERACITY Of YOUR 
FAITH? CAN YOU DEFINE JUDAISM· . YOU KNOW WHEREIN IT REALLY DIFFERS FROM 
CHRISTIANITY? ARE YOU SO LIVING YOUR JUDAISM THAT YOU ARE PREPARED TO BE A 
MEMBER OF THE TIACHING MAJORITY INSTEAD OF A MEMBER OF AN APOLOGETIC 
MINORITY? -
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HEBRE PROFESSOR IN RABBINICAL SCK)OL, DR. SIMON MALKIN, ONCE TOLD 
US ntAT HE •~AS WALKING ntROUGH THE HALL OF THE SCHOOL WHEN A CHRISTIAN 
CAUGHT HIM BY mE LAPEL, AND LOOKING UP INTO HIS EYES SAID EARNESTLY, 
'ARE YOU READY TO COME wrrn US? 1E CANNOT GO UNLESS y u COME UTH us. 

ARE YOU READY?u I'f IS PART OF CHRISTIAN TEACHING THAT THE MESSIAH WILL 
NO REnJRN UNTIL THE JEVJS HAVE ACCEPTED JESUS. SO, THE TASK OF CHRISTIANITY 
IS NOT COMPLETE UNTIL JEWS HAVE ACCEPTED HIS DIVINITY. SU POSE THAT 
A C I STI AN SHOULD GRAB LD OF YOUR LAPEL AND SAY, "I AM RE DY TO COME 
WITH YOU. PLEASE SHOW ME THE AV". WHAT IS THE WAY THAT YOU /OULD n 
00 YOU KNm ENOUGH ABOUT YOUR RELIGION TO TEACH IT •11TH ENTHUSlAS, AND 
PERSUASIVENE ·-? IT 1S ENTIRELY POSSIBLE TiiAT nlE WORST TRAGEDY nlAT COULD 
BEFALL MODERN JEWRY It THAT M CHRISTIANS SHOULD YIELD TO US, IF A 
CHRISTIAN CAME TO THE AVE AGE JEl TO SEEK HIS WISOOM, THE C ISTIA ULD 
FIRST BECOME ft;. ARE THAT T'rlE HERO MS tUT A HERO AT ALL, BUT ONE P, SQUERADING 
AS AN AtflERENT OF THE TRUE F Int. RE AND MORE CHRI TIANS RE POUTING TO 
JUDAISM AS 11-iE BASIS OF nm TRU£ RELIGION, BU ARE JE ~. POINTING TO IT ALSO? 

MO ··r oF us ARE ;JE •1s FOR NEGATIVE REASON~ 

AFTER AN INTER-FAITH LU 'CHEON HER AT BETH AM, IN MlCH I EXPLAINED SOME OF 
nlE PRINCIPLES OF JUDAISM, A CHRISTIAN fvOMAN CAJIE UP TO E AND SAID, "RABBI, 
THERE ARE MANY REFO. M JEWS BORN INTO CHRISTI NlTY mo ATTEND MY CHURCH 
EVERY SUNDAYu. SHE MEANT, OF COURSE, TiiAT MANY PEOPLE BORN INTO ntE 
CHRISTIAN FAITH, REALLY OON'T ACCEPT THE OOGMAS OF THEIR CHURCH; AND REALLY 
BELIEVE AS WE JEWS TEACH. I FELT LIKE ANSWERIN:i THIS WO N, "YOU KNO, 
THERE ARE MANY WHO CALL ffiEMSELVES ·JEWS, WHO ARB MEMBERS OF MY CONGREGATION, 
WHO ARE tOT RE.ALLY JEWS". I AM FRAIO THAT MUST FACE THE FACT THAT A 
LARGE PROPORTION OF AMERICAN JEWS STAY TOGETHER RE FOR NEGATIVE REASONS 
niAN FOR REASONS OF FAlffl. MOST Of US ARE OOT KNOWLEOOEABLE JEWSt WE ARE 
TOGETHER BECAUSE WE REFUSE TO SURRENDER TO THE MAJORITY, BUT OOT BECAUSE rE 
REALLY BELIE.VE OURSELVES TO HAVE HOLD OF SOME'nllNG fNNAMIC AND VITAL. 

MANY JEWS WILL ~END LARGE SUMS OF !AGNEY TO THE ANTI-DEFA no~ LEAGUE TO 
OPPOSE TIE ANTI-SEMITES, BUT THEY WILL NOT BUY A JEWISH BOOK TO LEARN 
SOMETHING ABOUT JUDAISM. WHAT BOOK ABOUT JUDAIS HAVE YOU REA~p.i LY? 
CHIU TlANS HAVE AL'liAYS TALKED ABOUT THE PROPAGATION OF' THEIR F lffl, nmv 
WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND A PURELY DEFENSIVE SSOCIATION WITH J EWRY. ~HEN 
CHRISTIANS SE D TiiEIR CHILDREN TO THE CHURCH. SCHOOL ON UNDAY, THEY OOME 
ALONG WITH ntEIR CHILDREN AND C-0 THEMSELVES TO THE CHAPEL SERVICE, OR TO 
THE AOOLT CHURCH SCHOOL. WE HERE .IN BETH AM, HAVE INSTITUTED A SUNDAY 
MOR ING BIBLE CLASS FOR ACULTS, AND i'HILE THE 11JRrot.JT IS Eh'C,,)uitA~ING, IT 
REPRESENT~ 10% OF THE POTENTIAL. CHRISTIAN PARENTS 00 NOT CONSI R THEM-
SELVES MERELY AS CHAUFFEURS FOR nlEIR CHILtREN1 THEY THINK OF THEMSELVES 
AS STUDENTS Jf".SO. SUPPOSE NOW rnEY SHOULD OOME TO OUR JS ISM CHAUFFEURS 
AND SAY, "WE .RE RE 'fN NOW TO AOOPT YOUR RELIGION. TEACH US THE mRRECT 
RELIGION~ u. HOW AWKWARD iOULD BE THE STAMMERED RESPONSE OF THE CHAUFFEUR. 
THE CHAUFFEUR NOULD BE THINKING, "WHAT HAS JUDAISM TO 00 Wlnt ME. THAT'S 
FOR Y CHILDREN." ·THE CHRISTIAN WOULD BE ENTITLED TO REPLY, "IF JUDAISM 
MEI, S OOTHltitG lFOR YOU AS AN AWLT, WHY SHOULD I CONSIDE IT AN AllJLT 
RELIGION? 
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Art MESSAGE TO THOSE OF YOU HO ARE ..rtJOOPHILE DELIN®ENTS IS THAT THIS ROSH 
HASHANAH OUGHT TO BE A TIME IN WHICH YOU DEDICATE YOURSELVES TO LEARNING 
SOMETIUOO ABOUT YOUR FAITH, IF YOU TAKE IT AT ALL SERIOUSLY. THE REMAINING 
SERMONS OF nus HOLIDAY PERIOD SHALL BE PRIMARILY TEACHING SERMONS DESIGNED 
TO GIVE YOU AN UNDERSTANDING OF JUDAISM WHICH WILL SERVE A.S THE F.OUN~TlON 
FOR A CONTINUING COURSE OF SnJDY. IF THI U<ING CHRISTIANS ARE COPv ING TO 
BELIEVE THAT WE ARE RIGHT AND THAT THEY ARE WRONG, WE OUGHT TO KNO T 
WE VE THAT IS R GHT. 

VE CA O LY BEGIN TO ADDRESS OURSELVES TO THIS QUESTION TONIGHT. HAVS 
TIME FOR JUST A BARE APPROACH TO THE SUBJECT. FIRST, WE HAVE TO DISCARD 
THE TION THAT THE DIFFERENCES BEnlEEN FUNDAMENTALIST CHRISTIANITY AND 
JUDAISM ARE SIMPLE. ON THE CONTRARY, THE DIFFERENCES ARE EXTRAO DINARILY 
CO .PLEX. OUR OBJECTION TO THE ~INE OF THE RACULOUS BIRTII OF JESUS 
IS SEO ON OUR CONVICTION THAT THE BIRTH OF EVERY CHILD IS A MIR CLE! 
OUR OBJECTION TO THE niOUGHT THAT JESUS AS UNIQUELY DIVINE LIES I OUR 
FAITH THAT THERE IS A DIVINE UNI ENES~ IN EACH HUMAN BEING. FUNIWAENTALIST 
CHRISTIANS HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO SEE THAT BviMKING ONE MAN DIVINE, AND. 
BY MAKING SALVATION POSSIBLE ONLY .THROUGH HIM, THEY HAVE NARROWED 00 
THE CHANNEL THROUGH WHICH THE DIVINE SPIRIT OOMES INTO THE WORLD. JUDAISM 
HOLOO THAT EACH MAN IS MADE "IN THE IMAGE OF ooo·• AND EACH MAN HAS '":HIS 

NI:ROUS LINK TO THE CREATIVE S IRIT. IN THIS SE SE, CHRISTIANilY S BEEN 
A PARTIOJLARISTIC RELIGION, RESTRICTING THE AREA Fa OONTACT Im THE DIVINE 
TO IEEDS AND BEI NO OF ONE MAN. JUDAISM, ON THE O'TiiER HAND, S Ber.N A 
UNlVERS LISTIC RELIGION, ENCOURAGING ALL ~N TO DEVELOP THE P()VJERS FOR GRO TH 
UTHIN THEMSEl.VE"". 

OBJECTION, AS REFORM JEWS, TO THE CHRISTIAN OOCTRINE OF SALVATIO 1 IS t~T 
LI ~ITED TO THE CENTRALITY OF JESUS IN THAT OOCTRINE. SINCE vl: 00 NOT BELIEVE 
IN A PHYSICAL HEAVE l OR HELL., sn ""£ iE 00 NOT BELIEV ntAT MEN ARE N IN 
ORIGINAL ~IN, SINCE Vic ro NOT BELIEVE nfAT GOD IS 1\InNG FOR HIS OPPOR 
TIJNIT'/ TO ROAST THE SI NERS IN HELL, SINCE WE 00 NOT BELIEVE IN THE EXISTE?CE 
OF THE DEVIL, SINCE nlE WHOLE OOTIO OP THE PRIESTLY FORGIVENESS OF INS 
HAS LONG BEEN DISCARDED BY JUDAISM,' \VE HAVE OPPOSED THE CHRISTIAN oocmINE 
CF SALVATION tmETHER IT INVOLVED OR mt. 
THE CHIU TIANS TEACH THROUGH THE OOCTRINE OF VICARIOUS ATONEMENT, THAT THE 
CRUCIFIXTION OF JESUS ATONED FOR THE SINS OF AtL MEN WILL BELIEVE IM nfIS 
COS IC ~IRACLE. AS JE~S, WE OPPOSE THIS OOCTRINE, OOT MER2LY BECAUSE OP THE 
ROLE OF JESUS ~ITHIN IT, BUT BECAUSE WE FEEL THAT A MAN IS FORGIVEN FOR HIS 
SINS ONLY BY HIS OWN CORRECTIVE EDS, ONLY BY HIS N REDEMPTIVE AcnONS, 
HERE AGAIN, WE HAVE TAUGHT THAT A MAN 'SAVES" HIMSELF OOT BY PROJECTING 
HI SINS ON TO ANO'TiiER PERSON, BUT BY CONFRONTING HIS OWN EVIL, AND BY 
REVERe.!NG HIS FIELD, Y AWITTING HIS ERRORS AND LIVING OUT HIS O ~N SALVATION. 
THE LE EMPHASIS I JUDAISM IS ON THE ABILITY AND THE NECESSITY O THE 
INDIVIOO L TO LI~T HIMSELF, ANO THIS WE AY IS THE ESSEtr;E OF THE RELIGIOUS 

OCESS, TiiE PROCESS OF LIFT! ONESELF, 0 GRrn ING INTO ONE'S GREATER ELF. 
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THIS POINT IS MADE CRYSTA CLEAR IN A STORY TOLD BOUT THE HASIDIC RABBI 1 

ZUSYA. R BBI ZUSYA TOLD HIS DISCIPLES THAT HEWS AFRAID TO DIE. HE SAID 
THAT HE AS AFRAID OF WHAT THE HEAVENLY mIBUNAL WOULD ASK HlM I JUOOING 
HIM. ONE OF THE DISCIPLES SAID, '*MASTER, ARE YOU AF AID THAT 11iEY WILL 
ASK YOU - 'WERE YOU LIKE MOSES'?' ''rl>11

, EPLIED RABBI ZUSYA 0 1 , AFR ID 
THAT THEY WILL ASK ME IF I AS .IKE RAB I ZUS "t THE BAc-Ic ESTI0 
JUDAISM TEACHES IS" ARE. YOU UKE YOURSELF J YOU ATTEMPT TO REALIZE 
THE GREAT POTENTIAL THAT IS 1ITHIN YOU? ARE YOU LIKE TiiE f!E& YOU OR 00 
YOU CCE TA MALL DEFif.ITION O YOURSELF A,D LIVE IN THE ASENE OF YOUR 
BEI ? 

C!fl!STIANIT'f HAS BEEN A RELIOION TEACHING SALVATION THROUGH FAITH. JUDAISM 
HAS TAUGHT SALVATION THROUGH THE DEED. WE HAVE AL AYS TAUGHT THAT CAN 
REACH NO HIGHER THAN ~HEN -roop TO HELP OUR FELLOW MAN. THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN THESE VIEWS IS A MATTER OF TOTAL PERSPECTIVE mICH PERMEATES 
INTO EVERY TAIL OF THE n·ro RELIGIONS. CHRISTIANITY CAN OMIT ALL REFERENCE 
TO JESUS AND TO THE SAVING GRACE OF THE CRUCIFIXTION, AND STILL OT BECO 
JUDAISM. TO 00 THIS, CHRISTIANITY lOULD HAVE TO TURN ITS FACE FROM THE 
" ORLD TO COME" TO THIS 'ORI..D. IT fOULD HA VE TO BECOME OONCERNED PRIMARILY 
NOT WITH MAN'S SINFULNESS, BUT ITH HIS POTENTIAL OR DEVELOPMENT. TO BECOME 
LIKE JUDAISM, CHRISTIA UTY WOULD HAVE TO INSIST ~T 0 THE PREPARATION FOR 
THE WORLD TO COME, UT 0 THE TRANSFORMATION OF THIS 0 LO INTO THE " NO LO 
TO COME." 

TO BECOME ONE 'ITH JUDAISM, FUNDAMENTALIST C ISTIANITY MUST NOT ONLY LAY 
ASIDE THE fX)G S CONCERNING THE DIVINE JESUS, IT MUST ALSO ADOOES ITSELF 
TO THE REGENERATION o~ THIS WORLD BY MEN CA ABLE OF LIFTING THEMSSLVES. 
IN THE TRADITIONAL PRAYERt KNO N AS THE AHLAYNU, WHICH 1E IN REFORM 
JUDAIS CALL THE AOORATI0N, THE JEW IS REMINDED THAT HIS FOREMOST TASK IS 

L'TAH-I<ANE 0-LAM B'MALCHUS SHADDAI 

TO TRANSFORM HIMSELF AND THE ~.,,t.,~u•~ITY ALO G THE LINES OF THE IIEAL PATTERN 
THAT WE CALL THE .. ••THE KINGOOM OF 000°. THE FURTHER OUR WORLD SEEMS 
TO STRAY FROM THIS IDEAL, THE MORE COMPELL! G IS THE CALL FOR THE REALIZATION 
OF THIS GOAL. THIS IS THE PERSPECTIVE OF OUR ACTIVISTIC FAITH. FROM THIS 
STARTING POINT, WE BEGIN OUR STUDY OF JUDAISM SO THAT WILL KNO HOW TO 
TEACH OTHERS WHO COME TO US TO LEARN THE 1S00, Or OUR F THERS. 


	1962_ContentofJudaism_0014
	1962_ContentofJudaism_0015
	1962_ContentofJudaism_0016
	1962_ContentofJudaism_0017
	1962_ContentofJudaism_0018
	1962_ContentofJudaism_0019



