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THE JEWISH PEOPLE TODAY AND THE OPE' FUTURE 
tN-~Vlfrc,,U ~' 

ON ROSH HASHONAH, WE SPOKE OF THE VALUES WITHIN JUDAIS WHICH MAKE IT OTENTIALLY.,• -
· ~-E I - ..... Jgtt Y, WE SHALL TAKE A JOURNEY AROUND THE WORLD TO VIEW 

THOSE CO, 1UNITIES WHIC}i irlft.},CTICE THE JEWISH RELIGION. THERE ARE, PERHAPS, 11,000,000 
JE S SCATTERED T ,OUGHOOT THE VORLD. MOST OF THEM LIVE IN THE UNITED STATES, THE 
SOVIET U ION, AND IN ISRAEL. IRST, LET US VISIT THE S LLER JEWISH COi!MUNITIES, 
AND WE BEG! n SOUTH AMERICA, WHERE THE E ARE PERHAPP. -~~000 JEWS. STUDENTS 
OF THIS AREA TELL US THAT A MINORITY OF . . ~TRULY ORTHODOX, WHILE 
THE VAST AJORITY IGHT BE CLASSIFIED AS NON-OBSERVANT ORTHODOX. THAT IS TO 
SAY, T SYNAGOGUE TO WHICH THEY DO NQ.T GO, IS ORTHODOX; THE HOW£ IS KOSHER; 
THE COMMON LANGUAGE IS YIDDISH; AND, THE KNOWLEDGE OF JUDAISM IS AT A MINIMUM. 
SOUTH AMERICAN JEWS, ARE WHAT WE WOULD CALL CUL1URAL JEWS. THEY BUILD A 
MODEST SYNAGOGUE, BUT LUXURIOUS co~~1UNITY CENTERS. THEY PRAY LITTLE; BUT, THEY 
~ANT THEIR SOCIAL FIENDS TO BE JEWS. THEY ARE NOT ATTRACTED TO CONSERVATIVE 0 
REFORM JUDAISM, AND LIKE THEIR EUROPEAN FOREBEARERS, THEY ARE TRAINED TO BELIEVE 
T T THE JEW HAS HIS PLACE, OUTSIDE THE ALEO GOVERNME,ITAL AFFAIRS, WITH 
LITTLE OP?ORTUNITY TO INFLUENCE THE TREND OF VENTS. IN BRIEF, THE VITALITY OF 
THE SOUTH AMERICA JEWISH COMMUNITY, IS MEASURED IN CULTURAL ND SOCIAL TERMS. 

THIS 11 ORNING, AS JEWS ORSHIP IN THE SYNAGOOUES OF ARGENTINA, IT IS CESSARY 
FOR ARMED.POLICEfv'lEN TO STAND OUTSIDE THE SYNAGOOUE DOORS TO DISCOURAGE WOUW-BE 
ATTACKERS. IN ARGENTINA, ONE OF THE OR STABLE OF SOUTH AMERICA GOVERNMENTS, 
JE ISH MERCHANTS HAVE BEEN THE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE, AND THE JEWS DO T SLEEP 

THERE. MANY JE S, I Al TOLD, ARE SLIPPING OUT OF THE COUNTRY, PERHAPS_ TO 
ISRAEL, WHERE THE ENEMY IS A LEAST IDE TIFIABLE, AND HERE ONE HAS A CHANCE OF 
DEFE IDHTG HI ~SP.F. IT IS A STRUGGLE FOR SOUTH AMER IC J I rJ._URVIVE, BUT THE 
KI '~ OF JUD.-USilit THEY ARE STRIVING TO KEEP ALIVE DOES OT · fr YOUNGER PE£f~~• ~ _ 

.;V' 't--1-lt,.,..~~.-.A-J~W't.. c..------,-7 
OLER THAN THE JUDAISM OF THE EUROPEAN GHETTO, IS THE KIND OF JUDAISv1 E FI D 
IN NORTH AFRICA. HERE, ARE DESCENDANTS OF JE~S WHO LEFT ISRAEL AS LONG AS 
2000 YEARS AGO A 1D MORE. SHORT DECADES AGO, THERE RE 150,000 THRIVING JEWS 
IN NORTH AFRICA. TODAY, THERE ARE A MERE 20,000. THE OSLE SHAVE RECENTLY 
MADE LIFE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TER HARBORING THE FOR 2000 YEARS. THE ISE OF 
ISRAEL, AND THE 'TIJRNING OF THE OSLEMS AGAINST THE FRENCH, HAVE ~ADE THE MOSLEMS 
. INTOLERA lT OF ANY , INORITY. TENS 0~ TH U~ANDS OF JEWS HAVE GO E FROM NORTH 
A RICA TO ISRAEL; !\ft.ANY LIVE NO IN FRANCE, SEARCHING FO NE LIFE. 

ON THE OTHER TIP o. THE SOUTHAFRICl}.Jj.f . lTINE _ISA SU RISINGLY VIRILE 
JEWISH COMMUNITY. HERE, THERE ARE APPROXIM TELY 110,000 JE~!~J ___ THERE IS A 
r-TRO 'G ORTHODGX COMMUNITY, WI.I.. _ _ E IS A 
GROWING REFORM 10VEMENT. PER CAPITA, SOUTH AFRICA JENS CONTRIBUTE OE TO 
ISRAEL THAN DO AMERICAN JEWS. IT MIGHT WELL BE THAT JE~S WILL HAVE A GREAT FU11JRE 
IN SOUTH AFRICA, BUT THERE IS; THREAT IFESTED IN A ECULIAR -AY. THE 
GOVER~ NT OF SOUTH AFRICA IS FRIENDLY TO J rJ , ~RlJ.hy'fO EGR S. ITS 
CRUELTY, MAKES ISSISSIPIANS LOOK LIKE "1-U~W~~:""~E- S REMAIN SILENT 
AGAINST THI~ NEG-FASCISTIC PR CTICE OF THE SOUTH AFRICA GOVERNMENT, THEY WILL 
BECOME BOUNI:' T A RICIAL PHILOSOPHY WHICH IS ANT GONISTIC TO TH. VERY HEART OF 
JUDAISM. IF "AP . THEID", HE FORCE~ UL SEPAR TION O HE COUNTRY INTO HITE AND 
BLACK, CONTINUES, JEWS IN SOUTH AFRICA iILL SOON LOSE THE VIGOR OF THE JEWISH 
CO SCIENCE, AND THEY WILL BECOME PARTICr NTS BY DEFAULT I THE DO.AIN NT 
NEO-FASCIS,. AS WE TURN FROM AFRICA TO ASIA, AND MOVE UP TO ISRAEL, WE CAtNOT 
HELP BUT THINK THAT fi JEWISH CO UNITIES THROUGHO T THE WORLD, HAVE PURCHASED 
THEIR ACRE OF G OUND AT A VERY HEAVY RICE. 
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IN ISRAEL, OF COURSE, WE SEE AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT PICTURE. ARAB GUNS MAY VE 
ISRAEL COMPLETELY SURROUNDEDt BUT THE ISRAELIS HAVE, ON TWO OCCASIONS, MANIFESTED 
THEIR DISDAIN FOR THESE GUNS. WITHIN THEIR OWN BORDERS, THE ISRAELIS ARE 
COMPLETELY FREE TO PROJECT THE JEWISH PREDISPOSITION TOWARDS DEMOCRACY. THE 
ISRAELI SOCIETY, IS IN MANY VAYS, A MODEL FO THE WORLD, ND A TESTI ONY TO 
STRUGGLING IV.I ORITIES THAT AT L MIRACLES DO OT BELONG TO THE PA T. 2500 
YEARS AGO, THE PROPHET ISAIAH CA LED THE ISRAELITES OUT OF BABYLONIAN EXILE 

ITH HE WORDS, "SINS UNTO !HE LORD A NEW SO?,l3, SHIRU LA' ADONOI SHIR CHADASH'', 
SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SAGA, A NEW SALVATION! THE ~ODERN ISRAELIS HAVE 
EX ERIENCED THAT NEW SAGA. AT PASSOVER TIME, THEY REHEARSE, NOT THE OLD, BUT 
THE MODERN EXODUS. FOR THEM, CROSSING THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA WAS A GREATER 
FEAT THAN CROSSING THE RED SEA. THEY MAY ELL BE RIG T. 

I ISRAEL, HEE ARE MOE THAN ONE-AND-A-HALF MILLIO JEWS COLLECTED FROM EVERY 
CORNER OF THE EARTH. THESE PEOPLE EAT WELL, AND LIVE I ' RESPECT BLE RESIDENCE • 
THEIR E-UCATION SYSTEM IS AMONG THE BEST IN THE WORLD. ISRAEL IS THE BASE 
FOR WORLD-WIDE EXPERlMENTS IN FAR1~ING DESERT LAND. TO ISRAEL, COME THE LEADERS 
OF MANY SMALL NATIONS WHO WISH ro LEARN HOW TO GOVERN THEMSELVES. YOU HAVE 

AD MRS. FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT SAY, IN THIS VERY ROOM, THAT ISRAEL IS TH£ 
WESTERN WORLD'S BEST LINK TO THE NEW AND SMALL NATIONS OF AFRICA.~ A-~,ct..-

THE D01INANT MOOD AMONG THE JEWS OF ISRAEL, IS ONE OF SELF-CONFIDENC. THE'y' 
THINK 11'.AT WITH THEI HANDS AND MINDS AND HE RTS THEY CAN BUILD AND 

DEFEND THEIR ISLAND IN AN ALIEN SEA. THE RELIGION OF THE MAJORITY OF THE ISRAELIS 
SA BBLIEF IN THEMSELVES ,bND IN THEIR PEOPLE. THE MAJORITY SARE 
0 INTERESTED AT ALL IN THE ORTHODOX JUDAISM WHICH DID NOT INS IRE RESISTAPCE 

TO HITLER. THE TRADITIONAL RABBIS OF EUROPE WERE LONG-TIME FOES OF THEE RLY 
ZIONISTS: BECAUSE THE ZIONISTS SAID, "LET'S DO SOMETHING", AND THE RABBIS SAID, 
"LET'S lfiAIT FOR GOD TO SAVE US". THIS CORDIAL OPPOSITION CONTit UES WITHIN THE 
STATE OF ISRAE._.,~ CAME I TO BEI 1G ONLY BECAUSE THE ZIONIST WERE OT GOOD 
ORTHODOX JEws."'· NOT EVERYONE WHO VISITS ISRAEL C0111ES AWAY COMPLETELY '.HAPPY 
ABOUT THE FUTIJRE OF THAT COUNTRY. SOME SENSITIVE OBSERVERS HAVE REMARKED ABOOT 
THE ABSENCE OF A MIDD_LG Qfi9UP STANDING BETWEEN THE INTEN<~EL ORTHODOX(AND THE 
PROUD SABRAS WHO REL~lf! EIR MUSCLES. WITHIN ISRAEL 1 

, CONCERN IS 
EXPRESSED BY MEN LIKE MARTIN BUBER, WORLD ifOWNED PROFESSOR AT THE HEBRE 
UNIVERSilY. BUBER HAS WR! TEN, "SECULARISl • • • HAS IN RACTICE NO AIM BEYOND 
THAT OF SELF-PRESERVATION AND SURVIVAL. mADITIONALISr ' ON THE OTHER HAND, 
IS CONTENT WITH A RIGID GUARANTEE THAT TRADITIONAL FJlt WILL BE PRESERVED, 
WITHOUT AN EARNEST DESIRE TO INITIATE ANY IM ROVEMENT IN THE LIFE OF SOCIETY ••• 
THESE TWO FORCES, HE FORCE OF SECULARIS, AND THE FORCE OF TRADITIONALISM, 
STA D OPPO-.ED TO ONE ANOTHER, BUT 11m PRESEI\CE OF A THIRD FORCE IS LACKING. 
IT WAY BE THAT THE FUTURE OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL DEPENDS ORE ON THE RISE OF 
THIS THIRD FORCE THAN IT DOES ON EXTERNAL F CTORS ••• " • 

THE PROBLEM ITHIN ISRAEL, IS ONE THAT WE A RICAN JEWS CAN UNDERSTA1D. THE 
FUNDAW~NTALIST RELIGIONS THAT EARLY AMERICANS BROUGHT OVER FROM EURO E, WERE 
SOON SIFTED AND REFINED HERE I~ AMERICA. THE RELIGIOUS EXPRESSIONS DEVELOPED 
HERE, REFLECTE THE OPTIMISM AND ACTIVISM OF THE BUILDERS OF AMERICA. REFORM 
JUDAISM WAS BORN IN THIS STAGE OF AMERICA'S EARLY OPTIMISM. THE JEWS OF ISRAEL 

ILL ACT AS THE JEWS OF AMERICA DID. THEY WILL REACH BEYOND ORTHODOXY, TO 
BIBLICAL JUDAISM, AND FIND IN OUR OLDEST TRADITIONS, HE ACTIVIsr~ THAT IS FITTING 
FOR DYNA IC SOCIETY. 

ho · e cl 1/lYl IM fll'f} ~w- / 
E LEAVE ISRAEL, Rrt~M'~ , "TO JOURNEY THROUGH ASIA MINOR, BEHIID THE IRON 

CURTAIN, TO THE SECOND LARGEST JEWISH COMMUNITY IN THE WORLD. 
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THER ARE 3,000,000 JES IN THE SOVIET UNION. E HAVE A RIGHT TO EXPECT A 
LOURISHING JE ISH CO ruNITY THERE. THE REVERSE IS TRUE. THE OVIE S SEE 

DETERMINED TO STAMP OUT THE JE ISH CO ,UNITY, AD IT SEES THAT HEY HAVE ALL 
BU SUCCEEDED. THE SOVIET TECHNIQUE S BEEN SIMPLE. THEY HAVE DISCOURAGED 
BOTH RELIGIOUS AND CULTIJRAL OUTLETS FOR THE JEWS, AND, THEY HAVE REFUSED TO 
PERMIT THE1n TO E !GRATE TO ISRAEL. IN SHORT, THEY VE ELIMINATE THE 
BREATHING AIR FO JEWS I HI THE BOTTLE, AND THEY HAVE NOT PER4ITTED HE JE~S 
TO FIN V, B EA HING AIR OUTSIDE THE BOTTLE. 

HE SOVIET OP O ITION TO THE EXISTENCE OFT JEW SH CO~UNITY, IS BASED 
PRI RILY O ON POI T; HE JE~S OULD NOT ASSI !LATE. THIS IS or E 
CRY CO CE U TG T JEWS. IT HAS AL AYS BEE 1 HE CRY OF THE SOVEREIGN GROOP 
IN COO _ IES IN ICH JEWS WVE LIVED. THE JEWS RE USE TO BE LIKE THE O HE S. 
WHA BEEN THE SOVL T PROCEDURE IN BREA 'ING THE MORALE OF THE JEV ISH 
CO UNITY? FIRST, THEY HAVE PEm1ITTED O LY A FE RABBI !CAL ACADE IES TO 
OPERATE. TODAY, THERE ISO LY OE SEiINARY OR THE TRAINING OF RABBIS TO x;· ·, 
SERVE 3,000, 00 JE S. SECO J Y-;-:fE S HA VE BEE. DISC URA ED FR E ERit G THE . _ 
U IVERSITY, AND FROM ACQUIRING THE KU D OF KNO LEDGE mICH WOUL ENAB E THE~ n..ll -
TOH LD OSITIO OF PRESTIGE IN THE SOVIET COMMUNITY. IN THE PAST 30 YEARS, \ -V-' 
THE PERCE TAGE OF JEV'S IN THE U IVERSITIES, HAS FALLEN F O 13% TO 4%, Al'ID JW' "1 ~R 
A E CONSPICUOUS TODAY O LY IN THE IELD OF SCIEt,t;E. STALIN'S ANTI-SEMI TIS "Jco rff-' 
0 A MATTER F RECORD AND KRUSCHEV HAS T IE TO ILE E ECE INTERNATIO Vv,.r T 

CRITICISM OF SOVIET POLICY TOWARDS THE JEWS BY RE-ACTIVATING, ALL OF A SUDDEN, 
CERTAI CULTIJRAL INSTITUTIONS WHICH THE SOVIET~ HAD P EVIOUSLY SHUT- N. 

AIBRICA HAS 1800 SYNAG03UES F0.R ITS 5,000,0 0 JE~S. THE S VI-TU ION HA 3,000,000 
JE 1S AD 100 SYNAGOGUES. THE SYSTEl~TIC DECLINE OF THE JEWISH C WNI HAS BEEN 
AI ED BY THE JAI ING OF cm NITY LEADERS FOR NEBULOUS REA ONS. RECE TLY, THE 
CHAIR OF THE JE · ISH RELIGIOUS CO ..\UNITY IN LE INGR D AS AILED BEC USE HE 
AS HE LEADER "OF A ZIONIST ESPIO AGE RING". SIMILARLY DE SED, ERE THE 

LEAD RS OF MINSK, VI NYUS, TASHKENT, KIEV, AND RIGA. SYNAGOGUE I ~NY 
CITIES HAVE BEEN LOCKED UP BECAUSE "THEY SERVE AS AN INSTRU NT FOR THE 

ROPAGATIO OF BOURGEOUIS OLITICAL VIEWS HICH RE ALIEN TO US". CLE RLY, 
THE SOVIETS ARE DI FERET FROM HITJ:£~ THEY DO NOT VIO ENTLY AT C JES. THEY 
SI PLY OTTLE THE EDUCAT S, Nrf:T iOUSES OF EDUCATIO A ONG THE JE~ S. 
THEY KNO THAT A a~M-RJ;;__GANNOT Lc5 G SU VI E WITHOUT CAPABLE LEADERSHIP. 

~L, UNl..-

EXCE T FOR THE UNDERGROUND CONDUCT OF THE JE ISH RELIGION, E CA RITE OFF 
SOVIET JEWRY AS A FACTOR FOR JE ISH SURVIVAL. S HERE, I THE B SE TS OF 
SOVIET HOMES, SERVICES E BEING CONDUCTED TODAY. H JES HO ARE VOR HIPP! G, 
0 OT FEAR THAT THE STOR OOPERS WILL SEND THEM TO J IL AND DEATH, BUT 
HEY O HAT THE GOVER ~ICH E USES TO LET E CAPE TO TH IR BRETHRE, 

AND THE GOVE NMENT WHICH c SCH S FOR THE TRAINING OF 
RABBIS, WISHES ONLY FOR THE SUR ENDER OF THEIR FAITH. IT IS DIFFICULT FO US TO 
CONCEIVE OF HE FACT HA 3,00 ,OOO JEW E FACING A FUTIJRE OF OGRESSIVE 
DETERIORATION SA COMMUlITY. IT IS WITH IXED FEELI GS THAT WE TAKE OUR LEAVE 
OF THEM, A ·o RETURN HOME TO A RICA BY AYO FP~ CE AND E LAt • 

__/ , 
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AS WE COMPLETE THIS HURRIED REVIEW OF JEWISH co~~1UNITIES AROUND THE WORLD, WE 
CA 1NOT HELP BUT FEEL A SENSE OF WO IDER. J EWS S EAK P ACTICALLY EVE Y LAf\'GUAGE , , 
U IDER THE SUN, AND OWE ALLEGIANCE TO RACTICALLY EVERY FLAG. I ALMOST EVERY rlf71' 
C UNTRY IN fHICH THEY ARE PRESENT, THEY REPRESENT THE HIGHE ,,Ilff~f:LEC~ l""' ()ii 
STRATA. IN THE WESTERN DE 10CRACIES, THEY HAVE AN INFLUEOCE · , . 1 

'HICH FA. EXCEEDS THElR NUMBERS. IN ;osr COUNTRIES, THEY ARE AFFLUENT ~- J 
BEYO C THE AVERAG • THEY ARE INDUSTRIOUS, A D CRE TIVE. T ACCOMPLISID ENT 
O~ THE JEVI IN ISRAEL- ONLY CONSTITUTES THE ICING ON AN AMAZING CAKE. HOW ODD _<1'Jef1.1,.,.I'· 
IT IS THAT A PEOPLE SO OLD SHOO~ STILL SURVIVE WITH UCH VITALITY IN SO MANY 
DIFFERENT PLACES, WHEN IT HAS ASSUREDLY SUFFERED AN UMJSUAL AGO Y. 
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ARniUR KOESTLER HAS WRITTEN, "AMONG A GROlL OF WORMS, THE ONE MOST EXPOSE TO Tt-n:: 
E WIRON~ ENT, ND THE ONE MOST RESPONSIVE TO OUTSIDE STIMULAI, t~1 MIGHT BE CALLED 
THE JE~ WORM". INDEED, OUR HISTORY FITS US FOR THE ROLE OF HUMAN BAROMETER. 
WHE. i THE JEW I FREE, A COUNmY IS AT PEAC • WHEN THE JE SQUIR. ·,s' TROUBLE IS 
BRE\HNG FO THAT COUNTRY. n AMERICA, THE JE\'1 SQUIRMS I..EAsr+ I cm SCIENCE ,fl ·+ f4/ 
I LESS KE~N BECAUSE OF THE RY ANO FREEDO IN WHICH HE LIVES. WE MlGH $6).J•-I, ;, 

, • # T • . TO THE EXTENT. ARE INSENSITIVE TO INJUSTICES AROU US, WE ~-- , 
INDICATE OUR ALI .NATION FROM OUR JEWISHNESS, , /

1
~ 

SO;ll:ONE ONCE WROTE, "TO BE A JEW IS A DESTINY I ITSELF". THERE IS A GREAT TRUTH \ 
I 1 Tr T S , TEME•, FO THOSE WHO ARE CAPABLE OF UNDERSTA mING ITS MEANING. \ 
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