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THE CONTENT F JU 0\I SM 

LAST NIGHT, WE BEGAN OUR DISaJSSION OF THE CONTENT OF JUO\ISM, WHICH 
MAKES IT POTENTIALLY ACCEPTABLE AS THE UNIVERSAL RELIGION. WE STRESSED 
THE FACT THAT, UNLIKE FUNDAMENTALIST CHRISTIANITY, AND MANY OF THE FAR
EASTERN RELIGIONS, JUDAISM AFFIRMS THE ABILITY OF MAN TO CARVE A MEANINGFUL 
LIFE FOR HIMSELF IN THIS WORLD. JUDAISM RECOGNIZES THAT, IN ONE SENSE, MAN 
IS INSIGNIFICANT IN THE FACE OF GOO'S POWER, BUT, ON THE OTHER HAND, MAN IS 
THOUGHT TO BE CAST IN THE IMAGE OF GOO HIMSELF, AND MAN IS CONSIDERED "LimE 
LOWER THAN THE m:JELS." TliJS, JUDAISM OFFERS THE GREATEST 1-K> E FOR MAN IN 
THIS WORLD. IT TEACHES, "RECOGNIZE YOUR SOORT-COMINGS, BUT OON' T MINIMIZE 
THE PO ERS THAT GOO HAS PLACED ITKIN YOU THAT ENABLE YOU TO GROW AND TO 
CHANGE." OUR PRAYER BOOK READS, "BLESSED ART THOU, 0 LORD, WHO HAS 
IMPLANTED WITKIN US, INFINITE LIFE." 

LET US BEGIN THIS MORNIN3 WITH A QUICK LESSON FROM THE NE TESTAMENT. IN THE 
CHRISTIAN SCRI nJRES, IT IS TOLD THAT A MAN COMES TO JESUS TO ASK, "MASTER, 
WHAT MUST I 00 TO INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE?'' JESUS REPLIES, "TOOU SHALT LOVE 
THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART AND WITH ALL THY SOUL, AND WITH ALL THY 
MIGHT, AND THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF." THIS HAS BEEN HELD 
BY CHRISTIANS TO E THE MOST MAGNIFICENT DEFINITION OF RELIGION. WE, AS JEWS, 
MUST AJ:MIT THAT THIS IS SO. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO COMPILE A GREATER DEFINITION 
OF RELIGION THAN THIS. WE OUGHT TO BE PROUD, THEN, OF THE FACT THAT WHEN 
JESUS GAVE THIS DEFINITION, HE AS, AS A JEWISH TEACHER, ®OTING FROM THE 
JEWISH SCRIPnJRES. THE FIFTH BOOK OF OUR TORAH, DEUTEROOOMY, CONTAINS THE 
TEACHING OF MOSES, "THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL HEART AND 
WITH ALL THY SOUL AND WITH ALL THY MIGHT." THE THIRD BOOK OF OUR roRAH, 
THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS, INCLUDES THE TEACHIOO, "Tf[)U SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR 
AS THYSELF." IT IS A MAmR OF WRITTEN RECORD, THEREFORE, THAT THE HEART 
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT IS A ®OTATION FROM JEWISH SOURCES, ANTEDATING JESUS 
BY SOME 700 OR MORE YEARS. 

THE UNI®E THING ABOUT JUDAISM, I()WEVER, IS THAT ITS RELIGIOUS DEFINITIONS 
ARE OOT THE RESULT OF ABSTRACT PHILOSOPHICAL THINKING. THEY ARE THE RESULT 
OF THOUSANDS OF YEARS OF HISTORY AS LIVED BY A PEOPLE STRUGGLING TO MAKE LIFE 
IORmwHILE. IT WAS THE HISTORIAN SACHAR WHO WROTE, "OTHER PEOPLES HAVE TRIED 

TO LIVE THEIR LIVES BASED ON THE BIBLE, BUT THE JEWS WROTE THE BIBLE WITH THEIR 
LIVES." FOR US, THE BIBLE IS OOT JUST A COLLECTION OF PIOUS SAYIKiS; IT IS 
THE PULSATING HISTORY OF OUR FOREFATHERSJ IT IS A DESCRIPTION OF EVENTS 
LIVED BY A PEOPLE WITH A DEFINITE PERSPECTIVE OF LIFE, THROUGH WHICH THEY 
INTERPRETED ALL THAT HAPPENED TO THEM. 

fDW DID THE HEBREWS UNIERSTAND THE INJUNCTION, "THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR 
AS THYSELF." THE SPECIFIC LAWS OF THE LAND MADE IT MANDATORY FOR THE NEAREST 
OF KIN TO BUY BACK A H WHO HAD SOLO HIMSELF INTO SLAVERY TO A FOREIGNER. 
THE LA FORBADE THE ENSlAVING OF ONE ISRAELITE BY ANOTHER; IT ENCOURAGED 
LOANS, BUT FORBADE INTEREST ON THE LOAN; IT GAVE TO EVERY ISRAELITE A 
LAND-fi)LDING THAT HE MIGHT HAVE E®AL ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY; FOR THE ANCIENT 
ISRAELITES, THE V.ORD "LOVE" MEANT RESPECT1 IT IMPLIED JUSTICE, BUT IT WAS 
~ THAN JUSTICE; IT MEA T THE ILLING PERFORMANCE 0 THAT HICH AS JUST; 
IT MEANT OONORING YOt)R ' R AS AN E®AL BE. :X RESPECTED HIS 
INTEGRITY AS ONE MAlE I MAGE OF GOD. 
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IT WAS LOVE FOR HIS NEI , THAT CAUSED THE ISRAELITE TO ENACT LA S PROTECTING 
THE WIOO , THE ORPHAN, THE STRA)(;ER, AND THE DISPOSSESSED. THE BOOK OF 
LEVITICUS MAKES IT CLEAR, ".THAT TfK>U SHALT LOVE THE S ANGER AS THYSELF." 
THE HEBRAIC RELIGIOUS D FOUND ITS RACTlCAL ILLUS'IRATION I THE SPECIFIC 
ISRAELITE LAYJ o 'rHE ISRAELITES ERE ti>T T. LKI G ABOUT SENTI NTAL LOVE IN 
THE BYE AND BYE; THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT THE KIND 0 LOVE THAT AFFECTS EN 
I N THEIR DAY TO DAY RELATlO SHI s. . THE LAW AS EVEN EXTE OED TO THE CARE 
OF ANIMALS. IF YOU SAil A OONKEY 11HIC HAD COLLAPSED FRO THE WEIGHT OF· ITS 
BUR N, YOU IERE CO~APELLED Y LAW TO R OVE rnE BURDEN FRO 00 KEY, . 
EVEN IF IT BELONGED TO YOU E .. 'IN .A HUNJEED DIFFERENT AYS THE HEBRE 
BIBLE S ELLS OUT THE SPECIFIC LA S CTUALLY LIVED BY OUR FATHERS I 
TRANSLATING THE DICTUM, "THOU SHALT LOV . THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF.'' THE 

PECIAL VIRTUE OF THE ISRAELITE RELIGIO t IS THAT IT AS TRANSLATED I TO 
ECONOMIC LAW, IICH D ELlGlON AND LIFE E I OIVISI LE UNITY. THE 
U !TED STATES GOVER E ~ WHICH GIVES TO EACH IND VIWAL CERTAIN INALIENABLE 
RIGHTS, HAS CREATED LA\" Hl .... H STAND ON THE SAME KIND OF STERN ETHICS AS 
THAT WHICH MOTIVATED ANC.IENT ISRAEL. IF ONE WISHES TO UNDERSTAND TilE 
UNCOMPROMISING RESPECT FOR THE · INDIVIWAL WHICH lAS PREVALENT IN EA. LY 
A IERICA, HE HAS Fl .. ST TO STUDY THE. HEBREW C.QCIETY_ WHICH INSPIRED SO NY OP, 
OUR FOUNDING F nJERS. 

THE MOOD HIC IS GENERATED BY U IBLE, fiJWEVER, GOES BEYOND ntE FORCE OF 
L ITSELF11 THE COVENANT MADE AT THE FOOT OP T. SINAI HEN THE LA AS 
?R SENTED TO OUR PEOPLE, ECORDS BUT 0 E OF THE ANY GRAND MO NTS 
EXPERIENCED BY OUR FATHERS(l BY REVIE ING A FEW OTHE EQ LLY GRAND U:NTS 
DESCRIBED I OUR IBLE, WE CAN 00 TO A BROADER UNIE STANDING OF THE 
ISRAELITE RESPECT FOR THE INDIVIWAL. LET US REVIE BRIEFLY THlc: r R ING, 
2 SUCH l CI DENT""'. THE FIRST 9 TEACHES US THAT A PE IGHTEOUS rtE • JUST A 
FE , CAN TURN THE TIDE OF DISPSTER. THE SECOND, TEACHES THAT FORGIVENESS 
IS GRE TER THAN VEOOEANCE. TOOETHER, JUST THESE 0 EVENTS, ADD A CO TENT 
TO THE ISRAELITE RELIGION ~HICH QUALIFIES IT FO THE ROLE OF THE. UNIVERSAL 
RELIGION.. THE FIRST INCIDENT Is · DESatl ED IN THE FIRST .BOOK OF THE BIBLE 
I , THE TORAH PORTION ~ READ TODAY. THE NARRATOR TELLS ·us m T GOD HAD 
WITNESSED THE ICKEDNESS IN THE CITY OF SOOOM, A D HE HAD £SOLVED TO 
DESTROY IT., IN ALL OTHER ELIGIONS OF THE ANCIE T NE EAST, niE WILL OF 
GOD 'lAS CO SIDE 0 SUPRE. U: A ID T TO QUEsno ~ED, BUT A ~ HA , THE 

OUND OF OUR FAITH, MAKES OLD TO CHAllENGE T AP EAR TO TME DIVINE 
DECISION. THE TEXT TELLS US THAT "ABRA M ME AR' • • • TO GOD • • • A D 
SAID, u Il.T THOU INDEED SWEE. AYlAY THE RIGHTEOUS lTH THE ICKED ••• ?" 
THEN, .FOLLOWS THE KIND OF AUDACITY, 1 trnoUT HICH THERE CAN BE NO GREAT 
RELIGIOUS THINKI Ki. THEN, ABRAHA. SAID TO GOD, "IT IS FOR IDDEN TO YOU ••• 
TO SLAY THE RIGHTEOUS Inf THE WICKED ••• SHALL NOT THE JUOOE OF LL THE 
EARTH 00 JUSTLY?"' WITHI ~ THIS STORY, TOLD AND RE· TOLD BY JE S FOR 
THOUSANDS OF YEARS, IS THE LI It«l EXPERIENCE OF A PROFOUND RELIGIOUS 
ENCOUNTER, FOR ABRAHAM IS TEACHIOO ALL JE S BY HIS COURAGE, TH! T GOD 
C NNOT BE BLIND POWER, NOR CA HE BE UNDISCRlMlNAnNG JUSTICE! HERBf/ER 
A HUMAN BEING HAS STOOD IN THE FACE OF THE MARCH OF . PO ER ·TO HEL A FE 

0 DESERVE TO BE HELPED, HE HAS EXHI ITED THE COURAGE OF ABRA HJ 
SAID, IN EFFECT, "LIFE CA ~NOT BE EA If«WUL UNU:sc THE WELt .. I TENTIONED 
A E SAVED FROM THE UNLEAS l ¥3 OF BRUTE FORCE." aT THIS EXPE IENCE, 
ABRAHAM DEFINES FOR CENTURIES 1U COME, THE HEBR U DERSTANDlNG OF THE 

lURE OF GOO. HE IS A DISCRI U . ATING GODt T A GOD OF BRUTE FORCE. 
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AS mE INCI N UNF LOO I . P. GES Ot: GENESIS, A 
fOR AS niE 1 NTERCESSOR, J· T MERELY FOR RIGHTEOUS 
CITV Of SOI:x>M~ THE CONCtUSION OF HIS 

OF COURSE, REliGIOUS PERSON MUST UN RSTA D THAT, IN RE L CONTESTS 
OF OUR WO LD, THE OPPONE~T IS t-DT GOD, BUT TOOSE W SEEK Acr AS GOD; 
1 SE SEt:K ASSER THEIR SELFISH ILL AS IF IT ~ GOD'S 'ILL. .I 
RESPON~E 'SE ARR ~At~T CTIONS, V. f1UST EPLY AS HAM ID, "HALliL H 
L • CHAH - IT l FORB OOEN ~ VOU ~. • T SLAY n ·1GHTEOUS AS ELL S niE 
'fiCt<ED. '' 

Alf/ONE ~OOLD U IERSTAND IF JOSEPH \'()OLD HAVE REPAID HIS BROTHERS IN KIND. 
SINCE THEY lAD LEFT HIM IN A PIT TO DIE, HE WOULD HAVE BEE JUSTIFIED lN 
KILLING THEl , I~ ntRO I... THEl! I SON• BUT, NO, HE WAS NXIOUS TO 
ALLAY THEII1 FE S AND THEIR GUILT. H WISHED 0 LV THAT THEY LOVE HI A~ HE 
LOlfED THE • 
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1·HE TEXT CONTINUES, " ••. AND HE FELL UPO HIS BROTHER BENJM I 'S NECK ND 
E.)T; AND BENJAMIN WEPT UPON HIS NECK. A D HE ISSED ALL HlS B. E ENt ND 

WEPT UPON THEP. J AND, AFTER THAf, HIS BRETHREN TALKE ITH HI • • •• " 

LIKE Al.L THE STORIES IN OUR BIBLE; THIS ONE IS Pt.ACED IN niE BOOK OF GENESIS 
TO 00 'MORE 1HA EOJ D AN HISTORICAL EVEN • 1 IS DESIGNED TO SERVE AS A . 
PATTERN ro BE IMITATED BY JEWS .IN THE FUTURE. IT TEACHES, ••oo NOT TAKE 
VEtilEANCE, EVEN TOOUGH YOU ARE IN A OSITION TO 00 SO. FORGIVE THO "'E 
HAVE WRONGED YOU. LOVE THa, AND YOU l 1lLL RECEIVE THEIR LOVE." THE STORY 
TEACHES THAT HUMANITY t THE SI·MPLE LOVE OF MAN fOR HIS BROniERS, 1.5 MORE 
S~E, ING AND JOVING THA ! A BITRARY USE OF .. EACH OF U , FROM 
TI E 0 TI E1 lS IN A POSITION WHERE ~~HAVE THE CHOICE OF AI)lNISTEfiiNG A 
DESERVED B~, OR TAKING OUR BROTHERS TO OUR HE TS! THE JOSEPH TO Y IS 

ART OF THE LIVING FABRIC OF CUB RELIGIO • READ I ' FULL CONTEX , IS WCH 
ORE EFFECTIVE THAN ANY PIOUS UTTERANCE ABOUT FORGIVENESS AND LOrE. 

IN DDERN TIMES, WHE IT SEE S THAT nlE POLITICAL LEADERS OJ! T WJRLD 
ARE CONSIDERI G HlCH CITIES 10 DESTROY BECAUSE OF THE ICKED PEO tE T 
~rELL THEREIN, ~ MIGHT WELL BORRO 0 4E OF THE COURAGE OF ~A, TO SAY 
TO THE POWERS mAT BE a uHALLILAH L' CHAM, IT IS FORBIDDEN TO OU," WE 
CANNJT IMAGINE THAT HE JUOOE OF ALL THE EARnl ENOORSES THE LIND MARCH 0 
PO~VE TO WHICH THE LARGER NATIONS .OF THE RLD HAVE COMMITTED THE SELVES. 
m FATE OF THE CITIE~ OF THE v.'ORLO SEEMS TO BE MARKED OUT, BUT THE JE 
AND THE DEE LY RELIGIOUS ILL SAY; "I'r CA T Et u IF THERE E ONLY 10 
RIGHTEOUS MEN, THE ClT'l IS WORTH SAVING. WHEN THE CITIZENS OF THE WORLD 
HAVE ACCEPTED THE FACT T THEY CANNOT POSSIBLY AVERT A HYtROGEN· m 
WARt .. THEN WE WILL KNOW THA RELIGIOSITY HAS VA !SHED FRO THE EARTH. ND, 
IN THI · TIME, HEN SO MAtfV Of US ST RE UP OUR GRUOOES WAITING fOR THE 
OPPORnJtUTY TO EXPRESS OUR ANGE AND HATE Y A INI TERI G PUNIS NT IN 
RETALIATION, WE MIGH , INSTEAD, FOLLO. THE PATTERN OF JOSEPH, A D EXPRESS 
THE D .EP-SEATED LOVE THA rE ALSO FEEL FOR TWSE WHO HAVE WRO ED US. m 

1 GHT DISCOVER THAT LOVE IS A GREATER WEAPON FOR IN ING OUR BROTHSfjS 
THAN THE USE OF ARBITRARY FORCE. 

so, WE nJRN THE PAGE IN SnJDYING .THE TREASURES OF OUR RELIGION. MAY l 
ASSURE YOU, THE TREASURE IS ENDLES~, AND THE SECOND P GE IS ~ E FASCI TI G 
THAN THE FIRST. 
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