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One of the great Jewish thinkers of the previous century, Pinsker, once said, 
liThe Jews are the chosen people - of the 'World's hatred." M9.ny of us probably 
had a similar thought when recently we saw a TV movie made frornthe films of the 
German concentration camps. Several of you came to Ire and said, "Rabbi, when I 
saw the Jews being herded into mass graves, I couldn't help but wonder why we 
should continue to be Jews, when we are the object of such hatre~and when we are 
constantly attacked?" The question is one which has to be answere-d. 

First, let m say that while it is true that the Jews have suffered intensely 
in many ages, it is not true that we have only suffered. There have been long 
centuries in Jewish history when we ~ived reasonably secure and unthreatened lives. 
1\fe lived a t least as well as most of our neighboring peoples. The Biblical 
period of our history stretches from about 1750 BCE to about 300 BCE. During 
these 1400 years we lived, for the most part, in greater security than most of 
the peoples about us. True, we spent a fraction of that time in slavery to 
Egypt, and · during the latter centuries of that period, our society gradually de
teriora ted; but for one thousand · years, five times the span of the existence of 
the United States, we lived well, compared to most of our neighbors. 

Even while we were in exile in Babylonia for another fifteen htmdred YBars, we 
existed as a semi-independent communi ty wi thin the lar ger Babylonian communi ty, 
and we did not e:xperience religious persecution - there except in the earliest days 
of the eXile. In Spain, from about 100 to 1400, we occupied some of the highest 
posi tions in the government. Many of the great philosophers, poets and physi
cians of the Spain of this period were Jews. In spite of some well-defined 
anti-semitism in America, Jews have lived in relative ease here for over a hun
dred years. This is substantially tr''le of Jewish communi ties which have existed 
in South America and in South Africa for some time. The greatest difficulties 
the Jews have exre rienced have been in Europe, but this is only one of the many 
continents where we have established ourselves. l Ye should not belittle the ex
isting danger of ignorance and prejudice to Jews, but it is like:wise incorrect to 
say that to be a Jew is to belong to a people that has always been hunted and 
hated. 

II - liE HAVE SUR\I":ID - THEREFORE ~rE FACE 
THE DAN GER OF LIVIN G 

Secondly, it is important to note that the Jews have suffered longer than other 
peoples precisely because they have existed longer than other peoples. Shortly 
after World 'War II, I happened to hear a Prufessor of Christian Religion at 
Princeton Uni versi ty address a Christian wcrship service, and he said this, uThe 
greatest proof of the existence of God, is the c ontinued existence of the Jewish 
people. If To this teacher rtf Christianity, the very endurance of the Jewish 
pe :)ple was in itself a miracle that was not intellec tually concei vable~ Beca.use 
of our existence, his faith in God was buttressed. -
On the other hand, there have been many peoples throughout human r~story who have 
suffered grievously. 1~y of these peoples have been completely erased. Their 
memory is scarcely recorded. The Assyrians afflicted the Israelites, but so 
they afflicted the Philistines. The Babylonians exiled the Judeans, but they did 
the same t o the Moabi tes and to the Edom tes. The Philis tines an d the Moabi tes and 
the Edomi. tes no longer suffer today. They are non-existent. The Jews have suf
fered longer than these peoples,but that is because the Jews alone have .managed to 
survive. 

Had the Jews not been victorious over suffering, had they not had long periods of 
prosperity and revitalization, they would have ceased to exist. But since they 
continued to thrive, since they had the virili4r to travel far and ~de, and since 
they were strangers and a minority wherever they went, they exposted themselves to 
the possibility of suffering. To be alive and adventur ous is to invite the pos
sibili ty of suffering. 

We have suffered so much because for over 4,000 years we have exposed ourselves 
to the problems I) f living. The United States is a few hundred years old, yet 
America has suffered through several major wars, including a bloody civil war. 
The Christian professor was right - the existence of the Jew today, virile and 
intelligent, is a miracle, and a testimony to the fact that the Jew has a secret 
of life which has enabled him to survive. As someone once wrote J "The bush of 
Moses, surrounded by flames, has e~er burned, without being consumed." 
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III MISSION 

There are some Jews who say, even if we grant all this, we must admi t that the 
Jew has served his purpose. It is therefore foolish for us to expose ourselves 
to further suffering. Those who hold ' this view recommend that we be absorbed 
into the majority faith and disappear. They argue that Christianity has ab
sorbed the ethics of Judaism and ' the lar ger number of Christians are now doing 
the job that Jews once did alone. In this connection, it is interesting that 
one of the ' outs tanding Chris tian theologians of modern times, Reinhold Niebuhr, 
should say, "The purpose of the Jew in modern times is to keep Christians from 
becoming heretics. n 

The old purpose of the Jew was to carry Torah, the moral law to the pagan nations. 
Now the Reverend Niebuhr says our ' tF ott is to be a moral and spiri tual elite in a 
sympathetic culture. In the past, when Jews lived among poorly educated and 
crude-mannered peoples, it was easy for Jews to see their superiority, and, 
therefore, they held on tenaciously to their separatism and independence. Today, 
however, With the raising of the level of marmers and culture around us, we do 
not feel this difference so acutely, and we wonder if tho game of being different 
is worth the reward. 

(A) 

Since Reinhold Niebuhr is a bold advocate of Christianity, we wonder why, he as 
a Christian, yet feels that Jews have an important role to play in modern times. 
Niebuhr has given us the answer. First of all, Christianity has not completely 
lib era ted itself from i ts pagan trappings. Many Chris tian religious ' teachers 
still speak , f God in human form and in statue form. True monotheism, true wor
ship of God in an invisible but uni ted form is yet in the singular possessions 
of the Jews. Ni ebuhr thinks that Chri s tians have to learn to pi c ture God les s in 
human form and to pray less to the Holy Saints and to think more of the universal 
and inViSible God. 

" 
\., (B) 

Further, Niebuhr has taught that the Jews by experience and training are still 
better sui ted for charity and social justice ' than the Christians •• The Biblical 
text tells us that God commanded the Hebrews, nYe shall treat the stranger as thy 
h'1"other, for ye knoweth the beart of a stra.nger, seeing ye were strangers 'in .~ 
land of Egypt." Thev6ryexperienoe of suftering of the Hebrews, l'elativaly de
nied to the, Christian, enables the Jew to mow the he.art of the stranger" to mow 
the heart ot the perseouted minority, to share the pain of the outoast, and so by,: 
our historical ererlenca, we are especially fit to lead the way- in AllISri<ls in tlle 
battle for aoOla justice and in the organization of charity. The Ro-verend Nie
buhr, one of Ama;r1ca't s leading Obristians, contends that 'Whenever he organizes a. 
drive for charity, the response from Jews is proportionately overwhelmingo 

(C) 

We return now to Dr. Niebuhr t s dictum that 'tjhe function of the Jew ih modern times 
is to keep the Christian from becoming a heretic. Included in this statement is 
the feeling tm t Christiani ty has a tendencr to emphas~ . ze abstract fai th and 
other-'Worldli~ while Judaism has always stressed conduct and this-worldlinec$3. 
Christiani ty tends to stress the 'World to come while Judaism stresses the corn-" 
pulsion to correct the injustices that exist in this world. It is this flight 
from reali ty on the part of Christians tha t the Christian theologian Niebuhr con
demns" He would like to see his religi0n closer to the mother religion in this 
respect. 

It is unfortunately, all too true, that generally speaking, Jews have a greater 
dri ve towards improving the world in which we live than do Christians. In my 
home town of Norfolk, Virginia, the Southern C onferencEl for Human Weifare, an 
organization devoted to improving conditions i~ the south was completely dominated 
by Jews. When the Negro appealed to the Supreme Court to end discrimination in 
the public school system; .... the lawyers who hedped prepare the Ie gal brief were 
not Christians but Jews. Time and again I have tried to join liberal-oriented 
organizations which have had to say,"L'ok 'We have too many Jews already, let us 
try to attract a few Christians befere you join. These reci tations of the facts 
in our American environment are not said by way df boasting; they are an un
fortunate reality. The truth is that Jews are usually condemned for their ear
nestness and their idealism. In our om' commUni ty, Jack Gordon, running for 
election to the Dade C01,mty School Board, is the target of a vioious campaign 
condemning him because he is a member of several liberal or ganiz ati oms , includ
ing the American Jewish Congress. The Congress is one of the sponsors of the 
current court case testing religion in the public scho~ls. A group of clergy-
men have distributed a pamphlet calling the American Jewish Congress a radical 
organization wi th the inference that it is pro-Communist. The pamphlet calls 
for the defeat of Mr. Gordon in favor of a Republican harned A tldnson. The 
front page of this pamphlet has a picture of a Bible and the United States flag, 
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insinuating that a vote for Gordon is unAroorican and anti-God. Ofo course, the 
American Jewish Congress is completely free of Communists. Indeed, Rabbi Kronish 
of Miami. Beach and Rabbi Rosenberg, recently of Beth David, have been its major 
l ocal supporters. Uhfortunately, the opinion of ~. Niebuhr in support of organ
ized Jewish idealism, seems to clash strongly Vv'l. th the opinion of less informed 
and less educated Christians. 

IV REA.SONS FUR HITLER'S OPPOSITION TO JEW 

It was the Europea.n historian, Renan, who said, "The enemies of Jewry are for the 
most part enemies of the modern spirit. If By 1ihe modern spiri t, Renan meant the 
liberal, democratic' spiri t than sweeping the Western world. Hitler attacked the 
Jews not merely because they were an easy target, because they were a minority, 
but because they represented the most solid group opposing his goals. Thomas 
M9.nn, the great anti-Nazi German, novelist, said in 1937, "Jews .... form a secretly 
corrective element against our passions •• When anti-Semitism breaks out in Europe, 
it betokens that the people there feel ill at ease under the Jewish min,~9 Then 
the Jews have to suffer. But they will suffer-and survive. And we nay all be cer
tain that their strong sense of this world, their inborn idealism, will play an 
important part in the upbuilding of a new humanity, struggling slowly out of its 
crises. 1J 

. V TO BE A JEW IS A DESTINY 
i 

To be a Jew is to be born Wi th a destiny, a great des tiny, the destiny of serving 
as a stimulant to the world. The 'W::>rld is not yet so near to justice and to peace 
that our destiny has been fulfilled. OTHER MEN HAVE BORHOWED OUR SLOGANS, BUT 
THEY HAVE NOT GENERA TED OUR PASSION NOR DEVELOPED ourrSENSEOF THE MOB.AL IMPERA TIVE1i 
We are apparently destined to be tre et8mal cri tic of the 0 majority, thus helping 
to keep the majority true to its better ideals. Certainly, this is what Nieburr 
meant when he said the functi on of the Jew is to keep the Christian from becoming 
a heretic, l re have to remind the Christian of what makes him a Christian, of what 
makes his religion different from the religions not derived from Judaism. 

Unfortunately, however, the performance of this task is not easy nor is it without 
grave dangers. 'When Protestants are reminded that the separation of church and 
state 'Was originally a Protestant doctrine, they resent it. And when Christians 
are advised that depriving the Negro of equal rights is against our common re
ligious teaching, they equate their advisors with the object of their hatred. 
Unfortunately, most majorities believe in their prejudices with a perfect faith, 
and if the cri tic does not wish to be swallowed up, he must be both cautious and 
hunible. Indeed, if the critic does not play his role With understanding and re
straint, he invites disaster for himself and defeJ3.t for his cause. 

So many people go throughout life searching for a purpose. The Jew does not have 
this problem. His purpose is built-in. Because he is a member of a minority 
which has its roots in an ethically oriented history of thousands of years, he 
carries with him, IF HE IS A KNOWLEDGEABLE JEV{, information about prospective dan
gers to society. He can see the impending disaster long before en yone else does Q 
He can feel catastrophe in his bones. And it is his destiny to cry out when othere 
are indifferent and unaware. llHEN HE CRIES OUT, HO~'EVER, HE MUST BE CAREFUL NOT 
TO SEEM TO BE SELf-RIGHTEOUS, and he must be tolerant. He m1.~st be tolerant of the 
lack of sensitivit of those who have not suffered as much as he has. In other 
--~--~~~~~~~--~~------~~--~--~---words, if the 0 ew wis s the projec in w 'ch he is concerned to succeed, he 
must understand that it is difficult to be a member of the majority and thus to 
be denied the experiences of suffering which make one concerned about the prcblems 
of others. 

The great resistance of the Jew to tyranny wherever it raises its head, is char
acterized in ()ne of our aiblical stories which occurs during the Babylonian period t 

Three members of the Persian or 0 Babylonian Jewish community were sentenced to the 
fiery furnace by Nebuchadnezzar, the ldng, because they would not bow down to his 
godS. The irate king, after sentencing the men to the furnace, asked, ''1Vho is this 
God that can deliver you °Jut of rrtY' hand?" The men heroically answered, nV{E HA. VE 
NO NEED 10 ANS1FER THEE IN THIS MA'ITEa. IF HE VVILLS, oua GOD VliHOM WE SERVE IS hBLE 
TO DELIVE.1 US FR.OM THE BUllNING FURNACE ••••• BUT IF NOT, BE IT KNOWN UNTO THEE,O 
KING, THA T 'WE V~ ILL STILL NOT SE .1VE THY GOD ••• ! It In the phrase, "BUT IF NOT", we 
hear the truly heroic note. These Jews hoped to be saved by their God, but even 
if they were not saved, they knew that the gods of 

0 

the Babylonians were false gods 
unworthy of being Worshipped by intelligent people. We Jews, through our training 
and history, have a sensi ti vi ty to the truth and falsity in a public policy whether 
it be of a religious or of a poll tical nature, and even if we suffer by disobeying 
it, we have refused to become a party to ignorance and to prejudice. This is 
what made the Jew so distasteful to Hi tIer" and this is what nakes us disliked by 
the prejudiced Christians. V~e will not surrender, even if our God does not save 
us in the dramatic moment, because we know enough to know when the others are 
owrong. 
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VI MOST JEWS UNAWARE OF THETJ. DESTINY 

Thus far, we have spoken of the Jews as an historic unit. We know, of course, 
tha t not all Jews in every age, and e ertainly not all Jews today are cast in 
this heroic mould. If we are candid, we must admit that most Jews today fall . 
shockinglY short of this grand image. The Jew who is conscious of his destiny 
and who prepares himself· to face it with restraint and understanding is heroic 
in his patient resisting, but the Jew who is not aware of his destiny and who 
does nIt study to prepare himself for the problems he must face, invites suffer-
ing. We all know many Jews who defiantly want to challenge all of their tor- .J 
mentors, real and imagined, but most of these Jews are 'Without lmowledge, and 
there is a note of tragedy in their defiance. en the other hand, we all know 
Jews who ac tually would like to be assimilated but find it too difficult to do 
so. Very few indeed are the Jews who are both proud and knowing4 

It is understandable that anyone who is a Jew would have moments when he would 
ask, "lYhy go on resis ting? Is the game really worth the candle? What is it all 
about?" These thoughts are natural and forgivea~le. Unfortunately, however, 
too many of us stop questioning and thinking just at this point. Instead of 
studying to find the answers to these qUestions in our history, we become en
slaved Jews, uunvd.lling 'wearers of the badge." Or we become "High Holiday Jews", 
neeking into the synagowue door once a year to see if the queer folk are still 
at home. or we become l3ar Mi tzvah Jews,tI fulfilling the social requirements of 
Bar 1vli. tzvah and then running from the synagogue as if the Nazis were there in
stead of our closest friends. Those who are not fully aware of the Jewish role 
in today's world, pinch every dollar they spend in support of Jewish ins ti tutions o 

The real tragedy in the Jewish community today is nr"lt that we are still the tar
get fior prejudice, but tha t the Jews, generally speaking, don' t understand their 
mission. If the average Jew today constitutes the · moral and spiri tual elite 
of our society, I say, "God help us, we are undone." The truth is that never 
before in the hist'ry of our people, except perhaps in the pre-Hi tlerian Germany, 
have the Jews tried so much to be like their non-J ewish neighbors instead of 
preserving too essential Jewish differences. THESE DIFFE1ENCES Al""tE ROOTED IN 
LEARNING, in the study rof Jewish and human history. They are rooted in the ldnd 
cl learning that comes frnm identification with those Who suffer .. It is the 
learning and the experience of fEe Jew that in the past has impelled him to moral 
action and to universal concern. Today1 s Jew is too busy 1mi tating his neighbors 
to involve himself in the historic experience of his people. 

The Jews in Israel have found a way to revitalize their spirit. They are re- -
building a land. 1'hey eire actively projecting ideals of compassion and justice~ . 
participating in an in-gathering of peoples comparable only to the American 
in-gathering in America's more dynamic dayso V~ e clews in America have a task at 
least as great, but more difficult of accornplishm::nt. Vwe have to serve as the 
vanguard of the humanitarian spirit in the worldts greatest nation. HoW can we 
do it, if we do not prepare ourselves by study and action to play this role? 
Some Christian leaders, a very few of them, it is true, admit that there is a 
group of people equipped by historical experience and intellectual background 
to play the role - a role that is vi tal to the buttreSSing of the majority re
ligion and to the saving of America. But are the assumptions of these gener
ously minded Christians correct when applied to the generatiol). of Jews of which 
we are a part? 

Someone once wrote, the Jews are Ita people Who can't sleep themselves and wcn't 
let anybody else sleep." The truth is we sleep too well today, and we are 
awakening no one else. Everybody sleeps while the western world slowly corrodes 
in its moral fiber, and while peace goes begging. How wonderful · it would be 
if American Jews could rise to the challenge that confronts them, if we could 
fulfill the admonition ')f the anciP!lt prophets that we be an "oir l' goyim, a light 
unto the peoples." How wonderful it would be if we could fulfill the · expecta
tions that some gifted Christians have of us. Wrote Jacques Maritain, in his 
book, itA Christian Looks At The Jewish Problem," Israel which is not of the world 
is to be found at the very heart of the 'World's structure, stimulating it, ex-
asp era tin g it J maVin g it. Like an alien body, like an ac ti v. tin go ferment in
jected into the mass, it gives tt~ world no peace, it bars slumber, it teaches 
the world to be discontented and restless - as long as the world has not God Q II 

I wonder if he is talldng about us? 
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