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(1 j The modern world has sharply confliatin attitude t ard sin and 
'U~'~ll tJ+ ,The psychia.trist teaches tha.t we must be careful not to 

bur,· e1'1; ourselves with an overly-stronc sense of cuilt. The Catholic (;hll" ch 
and ndamentalist Christian Churches teach~n~~ man is born in sin, 
and tha.t until he becomes fully aWare of his:si ntUlness, he has no chance 
of beinc saved. It seems to e that Judaism maintains a mod ate position 
between these two views. d 

The teachin,; of the psychiatf.jst ~~~ende(f for people w~ Te 
developed an abnormal sense of uilt. S1F?ffrtc he pschiatris,t sa 6, 

"free yourself from this chain' • The teaohinc of aome of the Christian 
Churches is intended for people who believe that this world is not the 
normal situation, but rather tha:n the wo5;))dlto come' is the center of 
man's ~itit/ mormative existence. For example, reoently a woman who 
belon s to a Christian sect which looks dow 0 o~~rn e ici r fused 
to ){i;l~ permi t an operation upon her ~m i 1 son. -rr-ne dies", s e aid, 
lthe will haTe etern i ty in the world to come". The teachincs of J-ud aism 
are ~ot intended for those who are oTerwhelmed with their own cu1lt, 
nOT Ii/It °ntended for those elieve that thos world is ~_~ ~:_o inferior 

is Jud' . ~~~oJ 
- , r of etcf'rlity. Our religion is deai~ned to make of this 

world the best' of all possible worlds , and it is desi ,ned for people 
whose hope in man is not diminished by the frequently sordid crimes 
performed by man a,ainst him3 elf. Judaism does not seek to ikpre".. ..... _ 
paapiPe with man's basefulness, bu~ rather with m n's potential . .. _~ _ ... ~ 
de ee not B ee\Jjb ~B o.-ermnc?g lftM!:;S: do iepoe i~ ion $ewQPQe sa. Nt:~l-nes I j , ... F 
~onetheless, ou~re~n teaches;1 order for man to prolress, he 
must recount his 'fail incs, he must become aware of his 6' ins, and wi. thout 
beinc overwhelmed by them, he must steer a course of action whereby 
his errors may be erased • 

lith this posi~i'e end in view, I undertake toniiht to re 
one areaof man's inhumanity a ainst man • If I seem to dwell upon 
some sordid and depresain incident, it is omly ecause I wish us to 
turn our backs upon th's kind of dealinc. It is ~-'{~/t1ii.,f.i a sin, I belieT6 
to dwell over.much upon manja weaknesses, but it is likewise a sin to 
belittle the potential of evil in our world. 

Les s than three \veeks a~o, I performed. a marria,e ceremony 
for a mature couple. In this case, I Was a substitute Rabbi, hastily 
summoned· to perform the ceremony when the oricinally scheduled Rabbi 
found that he coumd not be present. \Vhen the oeremony was over, the bride 
o~ 5~ ~ear8, thanked me for the ceremony, and in response to my question 
a eu er first husband, replied that he had died at the hands of Hitler. 
Then, she showed me ~e inside of her left fore.am. On it Was tatooed 
the number~A- 150246. She went on to say that four of her child ren had 
been murdered in Auschwitz, the camp in which 4 million Jews were cremated. 
Without a trace of despair, she then told me ~lftat her fifth child Was no~ 
in collece. "Thank God, Rabbi, she said, he is doinr; very well". Somehow 
I was awed by the presenoe of this woman. Perhaps a psycholoCist Can 
explail11 better t han I wh¥ a person who has sUrTi Ted the flaminr; dane:;er 
of death carries wi th him an aura of the diTine. I was, not unmindful 
of the inconceivable tra£edy from which she had emerced, yet , my dominant 
thouCht Was that she was a sien of the miracle of human life.' How an 
qne liTe after 4 million were taken; Yet she lived, and one child out of 
~~liTed, and that child was in ~),l~~e seekinc to improve his ind 

r~lBi f develope as a human bein';t~~efP1improve a world which had 
snuffed out the lives of his 4 brothers and sisters. • Thank God", the 
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woman said to me, "Thank cod, he is doin£ very well" • That this V\O man 
could thank God in such a circumstance, where others of us curse him 
for every minor setback in our lives, was to me another miracle. 
What deep well-sprin&:s of relcios 1 ty this woman had to have~ What 
~n indomit~~ spiri t was hers. No wonder the Jews could not be destroyed, 

_ _ J:-~.~. ~hlUO~ 2:!~~~t~J ~~~e~ ..Jl.f death, and .yet £k..-.-~ 
~~~~e!'me --of ~Msa~}je ~liavin,; e perlenoed the 

death of one husband and 4 children, she was still not afraid to ,et 
marr i ed; she still did not surrender to the uc1iness and the despair ~ 
of our world. ~ 

r:~';t' 
After the brief ceremony, t frts number A-150246 caTe an impromtu 

sermon hO I bern . Wi th warmth and vi bran~ J.JJ" ~~ <iJvo io e she said somethinct 
like, Just as this Habbi is younC and ~pP.¢ ~~~ae,eful, 60 may 
my second marriace be happy and full of hope." How human beincs live 
upon each other, and how for~nate it is that we do so. She Who 
had seen death face to :face, borrowed from ~/-Pf'tft¢tt!J/ini/f¥i.,J 
piltt~i'iii/tt/~/'/~tt~/t/ a sense of optimism born 'o f a protected and 
secure existence. I, who ha e not known real sufferin" borrowed from 
her a sense of indomi table courace and a refusal to sur reni ar to evil. 
- I camw away from that meeting ~te~ed~ do what I can to see 
tha.t another Auschwtz does not happe\f,<t!fa~an "fi!'ng so 
d • f. t 1'!! ,t-ha ton e ~~Hb..o.1 

~'~~~~~~~~~~~~~TIr~;1rOUp of human b~incs dee 
·~q-~~~~:"'y.J:~--\jf o-th~r"S, at ,n.~ i hey c ea--s 0 be uman be i nr;s • 

1 . that this kind of mass murder only becomes possible 
when one croup of human beinls is recarded as infer-l.$ ! }).'om this; 
~ypothesis it becomes possible to conclude that t~~,r~ not human 
at all, and therefore what ha~~8 to them is unimportant. The 
angry f ires of the ereamatori~f Auschwitz could have een 60reseen 

~c-when German permitted the Nazis to make ac Jews the streets' 
of Berlin on their hands and knees. The concentration camps where 
tens of thousands died of starvation and Typhus could have been foreseen 
when Germans permi tted t ~ . 'f' • d ani. 
uerm~the secrecation of Jews from German schools ~Hi i; ssi9nahle 

. .. s. We do not ~~~~¢t accept another person as a human 
being unless we ,rant him equal rights; to deny him equal richts is 
to depriye him of his human status; to depriTe a croup of human bei nls 
of e~ual rights is to point the way to Au~chw1tz. 

By sheer caine idenc e, the same week in which I ps rfo rmed this 
weddinr;, saw the release of an issue of Life mae;azine in which t h e last 
days of Anne .b'ra~ re d oribed in some detail. -Anne .Brank was a Jewish 

t£
. . girl, whose d iaryt e crl. the a anies of her family maieh hid from th'e'J 

_"ie fOl -!5= BiOiiet'IS has become ;, the._ .. :!>~is for a Broadway pJa y and. a mov ie. 
--T~he author of the L e artiel~lf""'to ~'ur~and SPOke?;' til ... t~Ie a~7 w Tv.l,s ~ '--11 1" who knew what had happened to Anne :Blrank her fami y was na-.L 

. ., 
captured by the Nazis. The author£ l!;rJ)8st So abel, tells how Anne andher 
family were taken to~uschwi tz~H.e ~rmPathetiC' ,ally describes Anne i s 
feeli~s as she is driven in the N~zi car away from the attic in Whioh 
she had lived like a ra.t in hiding for 2 ye arB. ~yen thouch she Wason 
her way to Auschwitz, her first si~ht of crass and flowers and sun ~ 
~ represented freedom to her. Her despair at being al.!cht was 
~ , :' ed by her joy at seeing the outside warld~ ~ 

When Anne got to the camp, she was one of the few who seemed to 
show concern when the flames shot up into the sky at ni,ht from the 

orematoriums. b'or the inmates of Auschwi tz had become hardened to t hi s si ,ht 4 



.vi. '3/ lJay after day they had seen thousands of thei r number ~ot&~\eQ am 
taken for their last ride to the crematorium!. ~ he survivinc Jews 
no longer bothered to ook at the shootinc flames, for they had become 
accustomed to death.. hey had becor.J.e accusto T1 ed to the prospec;~ of their 

f
' oV'T~ ('leath, m~~ess to the death of others. If t~le victi~ can become 

hardened to own destruction, how much more is it true that the 
destroy~~,e to accept the death of a hated people whom he has been 
taught are inferior to him. ~Yen r er ~ec~mes a habit, and soon 
the feelincs of the hangman and th wai in, victim become merced in 
a common despair and ~nhuman i ty • 

.s~ ~ 

Good friends, all about us are potential numbers, people Who 
can beoome victi~,on a slidinr; scale which' be£~i .mJl~'~~~.ri teachincs of 
inferiori ty.r drfdJencrs with leelings of j ustified'//{{urder .QV~n :ywas in 
the infantry in training in 1944, a bunk-mate of mind! wan h9me on 
furlouch to Alabama. When he came back, a friend of his sk~, matter of 
factly, "How many niggers did you kill, Bill". Bill re ieq.. that h 

.:,) asn't sure, although he had driven his car down a na row street in 
\ a ~e~ro vll1a,e; he couldn i t see very well, he cont dedi and he knoww ( 

that them n i,~ ers we e walkine awfully close to th ed" ,of t he road, 
but he au re d idn' t slow down none, and he reckone he mi«ht haTe knooke d 
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off a few of than.~ 

ilAv~," mllX d e r 
&W~-d~_~he aitin 

:.cd save 

becomes a ha"olt, and the 
victim be~~me mer ad in a common espair and 

-l! hia trap of our weaknes s am Yant us 
Z-~-L~~~~U~ ere ter selv~s by raisin, our brothers with us. 

Soon you will be s ainc on yru r movie screens a film based. 
on one of the most popular novels of all time, ttGod 'a Little Acre' .J 

written~ tXit/ ~skine Caldwell. Mr. Caldwell has recently re~ased a 
aeries of short stories one o~~ descri es 'nat happened in a~mall 
southern town when a certain turned out to 'be the most prosperous 
farmer in the town. He was prosperous because he worked harder than 
the white farmers and because he used more scientific methods. There was 
only one way to f~~'f~ el iminate this endurin, insillt a~ainst the white 
community, t hou4:ht the white men. This ni~ger had to ,be 1 ynched. ~rskire 
Caldwell describes the lynchinc party; he describes the absence of yiolen 
in the Keene; the Nelro did not resist, for after all he was only a Nelm; 
the white men were not over much a.,ry, for after all thEW wer e white men, 
and it was their di!vine per06:atiTe to be able to lynch an occasi. onal Necro 
when they wished. The only exoitement engendered in the story is in 
the uncertainty of the coca-cola Tender, as to how many cokes he would 
sell during this interestinc spectator event. The conalus icbn of the s tcry 
is that the coca-cola vender broke all records for theselt:ting of 
cokes' ! Nothing else was very much exc i tin" , and everyth in;: el s e went cf f 
as planned. Caldwe11is story and the Life malazine acoount of the 
1a.ok of exc it ament in "~ u8chwi tz tell us the same thine, ~VEN M."LRIJER B EWES 
X HA~IT AND SOON THE FEELINGS OF THE HANG1JrA}T A~'") THE (YAITING VICTI BEm \ E 
lVlERGl-iID I~f A CO]Vl}~ON D13SPAIR AND IN HUMANITY. 

"'-.I'~~ 

~rejudice is a double-edced S ored.. In one stroke, it cuts down 
the decency of the hater am the hated. As_ th~_ ha.ter I"~m ar ens ~he 
edge o{ his hatred, he slices away the layers of his own consci ence. 
As the 'hated beholds the undiminishinc haired of his oppressor, he coms 
to b eliave not merely that his enemy 1s depraved, but also that perhaps 
he himself is worthy of bei nr; hated. We Jews are filled with this kindL 
of self-hatred and self-depreoiation. It is manifested in our touchiness 
about Jewish names that appear on the crime paces ~~i/ or in conneat1on 
wi t}l shady business deals, . Clos'aly s,tudied statistics prove beyond a doubt 
that Jews have proportionately fewer criminals than Christians , 



4/ i~/ Jewish alcoholism is almost non-existent; ~~ sexual 
depravity among Jews is much lower than nID9nC Christians, I~~ iet 
so many of us are convinced that while~~ all richt ,frJ'-h~ Jews 
are really rather unscrup"lous • To the extent that "'e think this in 
the face of all the scientific data to the contrary, we reflect the 

triumph of the enemy ' s hate propacanda. So many of us see the Jewish 
people in the image drawn by our detractors<;'-V/e haTe Toluntaril;.y ~ -$," ~ 
aocepted the sword and pressed it against our own hearts;- n-· .... · .. ·;· .. ,,··.:,~ 
~~ ~~ ~ .... <L. '_<-?~ 

~~~i/i'iii/ii',In 1946 durin the summer after ~ rlease from 
the army, I brou,ht my idealism into the political wars in my home town~ 
of Norfolk, Va. 1 s:upported the election of a very well educated and 
cultured Necro attorney for the City council. In my father's tailol 
shop was an amiable Negress who had worked at a sewin, macmn, opptosite 
rrry father for 30 years for 8 hours a day.. "Willie, I said, it's time for 
the Ne,ra people to ~et together and tpal all their Totes in support 
of a person of your own rae e. I want yo u to vote for Mr. Asch". Willie 
looked at me wi th a ,lance reflecting disapproval. nlf(erbar~, she said, 
you shoutdn1t do What you're doinC. ~ach of us has his plaoe. We ~ 
haven t lot any right in that council". ou o'an see from this inc ident, 
that Willie hated herself. She had , as mast Ne"roes have accepted, _ I 
the white man ' s definition of her Talue. We had destroyed her hope , we~. ~-",,~ 
her potential for crowth. She could watcll the flames of t~e c!:ematorium ,~ 
and not be dist12l1'l ed. 'M,.~~~~~ fLht~~9a..7f..=~./lJ.l~ 7A- -u 

t · ~~w/...t",""'fIIl-~UH-f.I~1- ~~'JAf r cI 7 .'-'.:.J,~~tltA • ~~'- ·1"2' • ..L~~-
~ ~k ~~llD-t,J';JI"II~rJ r"..l...,..t;,-41J P-4~"L ¥o .. ~:i('" ~. 'C~lf-~ ... l'\w.;«. ~~; ~...,.~-
~ The question for Jews to oonsider on this holiest of days is whe~r~:~'t4J 

or not we are free to let any croup of human beings aooept their ON n ~ 
destruotion .,(we who have experi eno ad AU60hwi tz , and who ha.ve wi tnessed tl\rG f}u 

Do ~ 
the deadening of our own will to live, do we ~e ri&ht to stani idly ~, 
byWhile the fires of hatred are stoked by the ~H;superior race? It would seem {./As,.;:) 
to me that our own history and our faith have made our role in the present 
B i tuation clear and mandatory. We must try to saTe be th the murde1jer and 
the intended victim. We must try to teach the inquisitor that ft~~Ar~ 
the same flames which consume the bones of his Tictim are consumin£ the 
soul of the inquisitor. We must try to teach the willing victim that 
he does not have the moral richt to accept the 1mace of himself which 
his enemy has drawn. To stand idly by in this situation, to permit both 
hater and hated to delrade themselves, is to participate in the crime, 
and to share the cuil t. - r ~-l _ I' 

l 'Jtt...~ 1Vt~'I£ t.I I ~O..J w. 

A -~ . wrrtch I p"Sychiatrlst h-tr~ 
~ieB1J can save us. L ethers who a e prim ily ooricerned with the world ~ 

to c OPl6, save the Neg 0 in the next orld. et us save him in thjs world. c.. .. n~ 
Take this sense of ctlil t to bed wit you • I i;f.1.1i promise to d~the 6.- ~ ~ 

#A.I "" '\ I pray to God that our ni~htma.res s ,all be such that we shall ~ 
~~ady to labor ~~~~~~~~;ru~~~~~tL~~~~~~~~~~~~~. ~ ~~ 

~ ~-A~~~~. -~ 
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Tbis is a guilt from which no plan for r eliciOJ s sal ation and forciveneas 
in the next wo rId can ,{. s ave us .This is a s efi6e pf tJ i1 t ' whic h 

the psychiatrist does not wish to spare us. Let others who a re 
primarily concerned with the world to come,save the Ne ro in the next world. 
Let us help to save him in this world. Take thiR sense of uilt to bed with 
you. I promise to do the same. I pray to God that our nightmares sball be 
such that we shall be moved to labor for the time when our nichts shall 
be 1 it up not by the flames of the crernatori u.rn but by the flames of ~ 
human hope. 

/~ 
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