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Not long ago a #iabbi in rlamilklorlda,recelved a package
from the Synagogue Council of America. The Rabbi had written the
Synagogue Council telling them that he would 1like to obtain
frqg?ghem some of the religious symbols they had received from
the Jews of Nazi Hurope. Wwithin this package, then, was probably
one or more of these rel. symbols which had survived their
human possessors., After studying the package f or a few moments,
the Rabbi opened the package and starred down at its contemts,
--a tarnished Torah plate and an equally unglambus pointer., As the
Rabbi lifted t he Torah plate, its chain clanged and rattled., It seemed
to him d4n the silence of his study that thesratt)1ITP-YECeme
ma&nift;ﬁ:;angghamLnag&aod‘%!ﬂt he heard the rattling of the chains
that bound our Huropen brothersj; hha thought he heard thelo%eeéﬂg
of furnace doors . ’ Sha w‘ (ﬁ‘ﬁ

Then the Kabbi looked down at the Torah Fointer. ¢5fﬂ As a
matter of coincidence, the Pointer faced directly towards him. The
extended finger of the arm pointed towards his heart, and for a
moment the Rabbi froze in his positionfVHY THE FINGER LIE
JUST SO~ POINTED DIRECTLY TOWARDS MEY He thought-~
Is is the finger of rebuke y or of some startling summons it wants
me to meety Or is it merely the finger of those whose property

it /If/ﬁé/%ﬁd/{éc once had been?

If we had received/d/YdZ¥sdf such a package, no doubt we

woul d share the anxiety of the Habbi. Yet, in a very real sense,
we are alwgys receiving packages from our brothers out of the
past-. If we do not recéive gifts in metal and cloth, we, at least,
receive their legagy of ideasj their gifts of impassioned
aspirations, and™Malf-frustreted accomplishments. in the end, strange
to say, it is we who are left to interpret the meaning of their

gifts. It is we who are left to make a joke or a crusade out of t heir
éf?ﬁf%ﬁ/ﬁﬁa/%uffering# and sgriving. The finger of those who are
gone always points at those who yet live.

How shall we respond to this challenge of six millions
Jews who died because of man's prejudice and weakness¥ Shall we
erect a monument to them, as the Jews of N. Y. City ere trying to d o,
a monument that will cost 2/)2 million dollars? Shall we build
a tombstone on Riverside Drive, and carve upon it the words, "In
loving memory of our brothers who died needlessly "? Does this

rea+*y seem to be‘aiﬁﬁtﬁzag‘tribute to them?
Axaveq

Are there not other ways that we can pay tribute to our
lost brethern? Couldn‘t we build an institution which will be not
a tombstone for the dead, but a school for the living? Couldn't
we create an institution which will train young boys and girls
to break down the barriers of prejudice in our world? wouldn't th18|‘

be a more fitting tribute te=thessix-miid-don? s
were the unwitting victims of a world gone mad, & world of war and
tyrannys couldn’t we, in their name, work towards a program which
will seek to eliminate injustice and work towvards peace?
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You will note that I empliasize, "our present building", for
anyone who has witnessed the jams which arise on Sunday mornings
during the school session, even when we are operating on a double
shift, cen see that we must have in the imrmediate future,

2 school building suf ficient to accomodate, our children.

uch a school building would cost akams fifty thousand dollars
mizfum. Our permanent house of worship which we hope to build
agbove this avditorium will cost an additional fifty tbusand dollays
But of the permenent house of worship, we do not dare speak now,

We speal only of the things we must have in the immediate future,
namely fifty eighty thousand dollars to pay of f the present
structure, and fifty thousand dollars to build a separate

school building.

those who @ af#ﬁ/ﬂ ecion of our present
bldg. had'ﬂ%ﬁ%yﬂﬁyzyantlc '4¢ﬁﬂﬁf original 250 families,

and those alone would cont Tuét éntrlbute to the bldg. fund,

EXTBY /XL /AL E A €Y/ #d¥ Those families who have contributed

to our bldg fund under our pledge plan over a_ three year period,
nunber about 250. ad ant1c1patq§m§?at1hﬂrhlone would have
to flnance the completlon of the -ldg,

would never have starte j!j
o y - vt : 7

who came into the communlty and beheld the workd we had done
¥OR T HEIR BENEFIT AS WELI. AS OUR OWN,-would want to pitch in
with all the strength at their command. Those of you who are new
may say to yourselves, a hundred thousand dollars, how can you
¥ get that much money out of a2 community of mod erate income?
But we who have held our services first in a fiﬁagggnse and secondly
in an Am. Legion hall; we who stood before this on Klmont
Rd, watched the derricks taking the sand out of the hole and
wondered what would go back in its places we can tell you that
the hardest part of the job is over. The initial plunge, the .
initial investment of fifty thous%gd 1 rs has already been mde,
by people who had less reason lie at thej enture wou 1d
be succ, thfn—ynu~hawe > peo l whq h 1oyt RS Lo
4”Hﬂhnﬂrdo not say to yod lere adbthe %&faff“ [t ‘f*f ""&’

5 ‘,wst,o he wg Wef sa

’ A
ins teag- only SRl VO

Yout’ bHid we) shfdll bPontinuefeldong the way
( Je sh 1 ont{f toaftedere more mong along=ide of [y
when our dqwn plagideEN ha] been paifi. And wg ein cpurage from
the fact §hat Just as thfere are ngw 450 ]ﬁ ifs in the congr
we can exfject a minimum/of anothep 100 f u/; and pgrhaps 00
families When-the-additfional howep e omplgted.
The time Yas come, deay~friends, phen thoae wino have [started
the battlq of faith inyite ypur garticipation) espec ally sipce
the battlq is yours also. g P Wets] plghen | Las*

YY" fper
The Jold man plapting the free, might ‘have added one more l‘*
staetement]in reply to his questjoner, he might have added, b
the faith| that those who will 1lfve to eat the apples from the
tree will] take pains to water fhe tree and to qill the ground",
The o0ld mpmbers of Temple B'na Israel , fek Iws new merbers; to
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1) The foundé% M:ﬁs}e of Judaism st as a bridge

across the centuries, binding the aspiration of our fathers
and martyred bretherpwith the hopes and goals of our children,
The founders of this House held out one hand to the d ead,
and the other hand to the unborn and to those who were yet to
move into the community.
The bldg. was b egun as an act of f atth,

2) The people who began this living memorial do not say to
therest of us, here is the hammer and the nails, we hage built
this. far, you build ther est of the way. Instead they say, only
give us your hand, take up the hammer alongside us, and we shall -
: build tog% fie shall tap nails together, and we shall
' . ogethers we shall prey together amd build upward

JM learn the
together. We shall continue to work and g ive along with you,

The old man planting the tree, m ight have added one more
statement in repley to the question, 2'0ld man why do you plant?"
He might have added , "I have the faith that those who will
live to eat t he apples from the tree will t ake pains to water
the tree and till the ground,.," The older members of Temple B'nai
Israel ask the newer members, who are eating the fruité of t heir
sacrificial labors to help water the tree and till the ground.

Mo ™ The nd!-ﬂué.m
The finger of responsibility,points inescapably at each
e o sty O oGS h D 2o g ;

of us. We T ETTeSPOH ; = gho 2 g, AJ»&“
- L come. Let each one take up Vhe ~e™
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most
e/encouraging aspect of our Temple is that it is being (o ‘
built )ﬁzf ALY A/ v £or—tlhe—mes-t=pert, by young people who Tiewex MM
participated in Syn. life in their old cormunities. ost of our
members cannot read Hebrew, know little about Judaism, heve never
attended Rel., Services , exceppt on the High Holidays, and yet,
have t urned to the buildin ur S « With a zeal thet
ﬁ;ﬂ / is unparralled. gﬁf ’& c“ e Mas % majority gf our me ggfgs
earn no more than $5 OOO . year; and although we have no wealthy
contributors we een able to erect the building we now call

home lﬁ/%ﬂﬁ/ﬂﬂﬁéi{é%ﬂ%ﬂ{/éﬁdﬁé on the basis of three years of

activity.

1)« It is a memori e torch
we have caught, e/ ; /' is a memorial
to the present / ¢fa 5 ed tobuild it.
3) it is a mef peth the’c fngr. who shall share

This Temple is,détestlmony'tﬂ e covenant we the living have

made with the dead. We shall not fail them, we shall plant

spiritual seeds on the soil they have made fertile by their sacrifices .
Our Temple is & testimony also 8 a covenant we have made with £
our children and with those who are yet unborn. We shall not fail them
We shall™provide them with a fair chance to FXFZXE/£ live in a
world of purpose and plan. An ancient story from Jew. lore tells

of an o0ld man, wrinkled and bent, who was seen planting an apple

tree. Lvery day the man would labor over the little spot, b«ld-y»MgMKiw&
the dlrt, watering it. Finally, one of the neighbors came to him

and said, " Grandpa, why do you work so hard. You'll never see the
ﬁ%ﬁlﬁ%ﬁﬂé/ﬂf/ﬂy first apple from that tree. " . The old man smiled

and replied, "I may not eat the apples from this tree, but my

children shall. " It is something of this faith which has

inspired the founders of congregation to work &nd give beyond

the limits of their physical and financial means.

Theﬂ%}&/ﬁan pL&AELY e gk v dded
one more statemeni- his_ He gh e ed

Those of you who are new to our community might ask, mow
ia it that people of mqgg;ate incomes have been able to erect such
- hort a time? The device which our people
have uged is , at once, democratic and ingenious. Since there were
no %HS%IE to donate a t housand dollars, we devised a system where
each family could contribute according to its means. Some of the
famtlies pkedged $1 a week for a period of 3 yrs, others pledged
$2 a week, still others pledged $3 a week Bor 3 yrs. On the basis
of these pledges, the building was started, and $48,000 of the bldg
cost has been paid in this manner. The happy result has been that
all families have been able to pagrticpate and no family has been
able to dominate the politiecs or governing of the congreatlon.

A/ KAE /o AE AL /X AtE{ The corgregatign owes $36,000 on
the building as it pngcsaxéy stends. The estfmajed cost of completing
Lﬁfzzzrt, ne will.n

the present structure is another $22,000. eed
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Nothing that we can do can bring the life back to the bodies tnat
lie in mess graves at Buchenwald, but we

of these people. Their dying cry was, “Sﬁﬁﬁ/ﬁ%ﬁ/ﬂ%{ d%i%é/ﬁ{%dé/
#ﬂé/KfZZiﬁé, Why do you kill us, why are you so cruel to us? =

This is the desperate cry of every human being to every other human.
Couldn‘t we, in the memory of those needlessly oppressed, try to
accomplsih what they failed to do, what they were powerless to do?

I am often reminded of a stary that came out of the last war, .
Two soldiers were fighting side by side, when one of them was shot
down. The other soldier immediatelyceme to his side and tried to
bind the wounds that e IR B ?gﬂtal. wherenpon the dying
soldier cried, M—M#% e all that'g left of me now!"
KA We are all that is lieft of the six"million, and we must.

go on. We muSt TT¥y to accomplish what they could not. We must build
& synagogue for every one which the Nazis destroyed; we must

write a Torah for eyeryone that the Nazis burned; we must create

two children for everyone that the Nazis buried. Wwe must strike

a2 blow for the good life which counter-balances the evil thrust of
Fascism, and then go it one better.,

”

I am proud to say that those who began”%he great enterprise that is
called Temple B'nai Israel, Elmont, have seemed to be possessed

by Jjust swed a burning spirit which is vital to the continuity of
Judaism—and the good life in our world. I venture to say, that
nowhere in this great country of-sewrs has a synagogue grown so
rapidlys nowhere has a school program been. conduct der greater
handicaps ip_thie=eewntry; and no SYas iﬁVg been -deone
with so little, I cannot help but feel that if it were possible
for the ghosts of Hurope's dead Jews to survey our labors, I ieuw
th they would be warmed and enheartened. I cannot help but feel
that we are establishing here on Elmont Ré. a far more a ppropria te
memorial to the six million than are those Jews who are bldg. a
torbstone on Rlver31de Drive. For while the tomBtone bu11 are
giving a name to a’Brave, we are creating aﬁgody for & s We
are creating an instruhent through which the hopes of the dead
may pass and invigorate the lives of the living.“

Some of you may know thpt when I was aduvated fyom the Jew, I;;I:

of Rel. I was offered posts at two off New York's/ wealthiest congre-
gations., I investigate se synagofues and I ¢Jiscovered such things
a8 these: I found tha Jew could
if he weee not earni minimum o

ey evenings and

Seturdey mornings;s he cantors fang Brahms and not
treditional Jew. thph that the cjoirs were largely non-
Jewishs and I fou ift#d allegiancg to doctrainare and

sectarian Judaismgd I decid o come to KElYmont, because 1 find
e, money is not kings;
or Jew., traditon with
a self-critica udaisms I find a dedication
f Judaisf. Figely, and peyhaps most impt, 1 find here
a concern n¢t gerely/for¥d fhe ritual of Jud, but a willingness

to project ‘it i ity about us into the problems
of nation an .t#, intof the the real problems of justice and

peace about us.



