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Not long ago a .tt.abbi in I. iami , 'lorida Ireceived a package 
from the Synagogue Goune i1 of AIDer iea. Ihe Habbi had wr i tten the 
Synagogue lJouncil telling them that he would like to obtain 
f m some of the religious symbols they had received from 
the e s of Nazi l1urope . vl ithin this package, then, was probably 
one or more of these reI. symbols which had survived their 
human possessors . After studying the package f or a feVl morrents, 
the Rabbi opened the package and starred down at its contBBti , 
- a ta.rnished lor a h plate and an equally unglamous pointer . As the 
Rab bi 1 if ted t he Torah plate, its chain c 1e ng ed a nd r a tt1ed. 1 t seemed 
to h i m alb the silence of h is study that th .:t:t arne 
magn-i ied h , d he heard the rattling of the chains 
tha.t bound our Ji,uropen brothers i, hl3. though t he h ea.rd thel _ . g 
of furn nce doors e(~~ l./-..tItA ... ~~ vi"'" T""l/(c ~4a,. 

'fhen the Habbi looked down at the Torah ointer. rf4j.,1 As 'a 
metter of coincidence, the Pointer f a ced directly towards him. Ihe 
extended finger of the arm pointed towards his heart, and for a 
moment the Rabbi froze in his Position~ D TIlE FI l'~G1!iR LIE 
JuST 80- .pOI~ T"R:D l.)IR J~C 'rI.Y TO lARDS Df: ':-Ie hough,t-
Is is the finger of rebuke, or of some startling surnrlons it wants 
me to meet1 Or is it merely the finger of those whose property 
it /tflyfi/){it/./iie one e had been'? 

If we had received/i/~i~Xii~ such a package, no doubt we 
would sha.re the anxiety of the Habbi. Yet, in a very real sense, 
we are a1w~ys receiving packages from our brothers out of the 
past-. If "({e do not receive gifts in metal and cloJth, we, at least, 
receive their Ie aCt3 of ideas; their gifts of impassioned 
aspirations, and &If-frustra ted accomplishments. 1n the end, strange 
to say, it is we who are left to interpret the meaning of tbeir 
gifts. It is we who are left to make a joke or a crusade out of their 
pft~lt~/i~d/sufferingt.and s~riving. The finger of those who are 
gone always points at those who yet live. 

How shall we respond to this challenge of six millions 
Jews who died bec'ause of man's prejudice and weakness Shall we 
erect a monument to them, as the Jews of N. Y . City are trying to 
a monument that will cost 27Jf2 million dO'llars? Shall we build 
a tombstone on Hiverside Drive, and carve upon it the words, lIn 
loving Y1 emory of our brothers who died needlessly -If? Does this 
r~ seem to be's . tribute to thero~ 

MNH1t1 
Are there not other ways tha.t we can pay tribute to our 

lost brethern? Couldn t we build an institution which will be not 
a tOMbstone for the dead, but a school for the living? ~ouldn't 
we create an institution which will train young boys and girls 

do, 

to breek down the barriers of prejudice in our world'? Viouldn t this iJll..: 
be a more fi tting tribute t~· .:Hc 0- 0 rr'? .,. . s.-,Vtf 
were the unwitting victims of a world gone mad, s. Vlorld oflJ~iar and 
tyran ny; couldn 1 t we, in their name , work towards a program which 
will seek to eliminate injustice and work tavards peace? 



You VIill note that I emplj.8.size, !tour present bui1ding" , for 
anyone who has wi tnessed the jams which ar is e on Sunday mornings 
during the school session, even ~hen we are opereting on a double 
shift, can see that we mus t have in the imY' ediate future, 
a school bu ild ing suf fi e i en t to ac c omoda. te our ehildr en . 
buell a school build ing would cos t al:;Ui'mt fir ty thousand dollars ' 
~m. Our permanent house of :[{orship which if;e hope to build 
a,e'bove tllis auditoriurl will cost an additional fifty thusand doll s 
Hut of the permanent house of worship, we do not dare spee.k now . 
Vie speai only of the things we must have in the imrlediate future , 
namely fifty eiglJ ti thousand dollS rs to payoff the pr esent 
structure, and fifty thous~nd dollars to build a separate 
school buiJding . 
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· ....t .1- . 1 ~ ~ J~~ ~ 
1) he found~l't ~~e of Judaism t as a bridge 
across the centuries, binding the aspiration of our fathers 
and rlartyr ed brether 1 wi th the hopes am goals of our children. 

The fourrlers of this rlouse held out one hand to the dead, 
and the other hand to the unborn and to those who were yet to 
move into the comrnunity. 

;':'lhe bldg. waS begun as an ac t of f atth. 

2) The people who b egan this living merflorial do not say to 
the rest of us, bere is t.be hammer and the nails, we hage built 
this . far, you build the r est of the way. Instead tlley say, only 
give us your hand, take up the hamrrler alongside us,- e.nd we shall 
bv i ld toge.t er. 1/ e shall tap nai Is together, and we shall 
1 rn the rr· . 0 ether; we shall -r:rey tog-eth; r amd build upward 
together. Ie shall continue to work and give along wi th you. 

The old man planting the tree, might bave added one more 
statement in repl(}y to the question, 2f old man why do you plent?" 
He might have added , II I have the f ai th that those who will 
live to eat t he apples from the tree will take pains to water 
the tree and. till the ground.' The older memb ers of I'emple H' nai 
Israel ask the newer members, \.llJ'11o are e.atin$ the fruit of their 
sacrificia.l labors to help water t he tree and till the ground. 

4\t ~~-- Tl.LJ'~ ·"v~ 
The finger of reSPOnSil}i'llt~points inescapably a. teach 

of us. I. e ~av e a I 6bP0f1B i"'9il i ty .-t; vc~ those whf) are ~, I 
arj. t.owards tboaEl Wb(~ s're Y'it to . come. Let each one take up .k\.. 
the r kana h&e"". I 

ther 
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The/encourflgi. ng aspeot Q,f our Temple is that it is being 
buil t J5i/..p4p-p",~/, ~ fa t . I" by young people who 
pe.rticipa.ted in Syn. life in their old communities . ltost of our 
TJ'embers cannot read Hebrew, know 1 i ttle about Jui e. iSID, her,ve never 
attended ReI. uervices , excppt OfJ the High Iolidays, and yet, 
they have turned to the b ildin of o~r SYJ!g . Vfit¥ a zeal tthat"I1(//~~ ' 
~t;l't/.,l' I is unparralled. :... though tHe Mast maJorliy of our merribers 
ea_rTl no more than '11>5 , 000 a year; and aJ:ithough we have no vrealthy 
C ontr il)utor S , we have been able to erect the bu ild i ng we now call 
horne /'.,l/tj{~/;I.'f;5'tt'fl.:"ti/i/Ji¢i on the basis of three years of 4 
activity . 

This Temple -If! liv ng m~rnorial to three groups of people. 
1). It is a PJem(}ri~.r h t e mfJ Y, eel Jew~f 2>f ELlr ~e wherse torcn 
we have caught , <}/which we ,'-h'p ~ to hold"llif;h. t is a meII10r ial 
to the pres .... ent lemb-era the t~ng.; • wM have aved to build it . 
3) It is a me or":ial to u~rft ~etnbers of the c ongr. who shall share 
its -pil-fj:lftiiili program ,nd farilities . 

This Temple i6~ testimony ~~ a covenant we the living have 
made with the dead . We shall not fail them, we shall plant 
spiri tual seeds on the soil they have made fertile by their sa.crifices .. 
Our Temple is .. testimony also PI a covenant we have made with 

r 
our children and with those who are yet unborn . we shall not fail them'1' 

e shall provide them with a fafr chance to cjlliti/~ live in a 
world of purpose and plan. An ancient story from Jew. lore tells 
of an old man , wrinkled and bent, who was seen planting an apple ' 
tree . Every day the man would labor over the little spot , ti ying (ti)k:.~~ 
tbe dirt , watering it . }inally, one of the neighbors CaL~e to him 
and said , ,. Grandpa , why do you work so hard. You'll never see the 
)1~il:;1ni.,{g/pt/t/ first apple from that tree . U • The old man smiled 
B.nd replied , "I may not eat the apples from this tree, but my 
children shall . i It is some.tPing of this fa.i th which has 
inspired the founders of ~ congreg8,tion to work and give beyond 
the limits of their physic~l and financial means . 

The 0 - man :QW';a1{g/"~.a:p~ ~~-,,,--__ ~,, _ 
one more sta men~is~,[ rie gh 

Those of you who are new to our coramunity might ask, row 
is it that people of mo~rate incom.es have been able to erect such 

.~~...- a .f'" bort a. time? The device which our people 
have u ed is , at once , democratic and ingenious . Since there were 
no . 1e to donate a thousand dollars, we devised a system whe re 
each -farrl ily could contribute according to its means . Bome of the 
fB.mmlies plted.ged Jl a. week for a P3 riod of 3 yrs , others pledged 
$2 a week , still ot~rs pledged $3 a week fiDr 3 yrs . On the bas~ 
of thea e pI edges , the bu i ld ing was s tar ted , and ;p46 , 000 of the 1:?ldg 
cost has been paid in this manner. The happy result has been that 
all families have been able to particpate and no family has been 
able to dominate the politics or governing of the congreation. 



~Tothing that we Can do can bring the life back to the bodies th t 
lie in mass graves at Buchen aId, but we can carryon the fight 
of these people. Their dying cry was, u¢ii,,/tx,!/t.lltiitiil/lij./Jp/ 
i)1.~/)1ii:ttJ1i: hy do you kill us, why are you so cruel to us? " 
This is the despe'ra te cry of every human being to every ot he r human. 
Douldn t we, in the memory of tbose needlessly oppressed, try to 
accornplsih what they failed to do, Vlhat they were powerless to do)"? 

I aM often reminded of a stary that came out of the last war. 
Two soloiers ere fighting side by side, when one of them was shot 
down. 'he other soldier imrnediatelycan)e to his side and tried to 
bind the wounds .. that v~ 0 vio~y fa.tal. whereopon the dying 
soldier cried, ,.~~ . ,W4.yoi1'&f'e· all thS,lt § left of me now! I' 
t"fit/. e are all that is l1eft of the six

c
"1nillion, and we must . 

go on. He ron ry 0 accompl1sh what they could not. e must build 
8. synagogue for everyone which the Na.zis destroyed;, we must 
¥ri te a Torah for e. eryone that the Nazis burned; we must create 
two children for everyone that the :N azis buried. ~/e must strike 
a blow for the goocl life which counter-balances the evil thrust of 
~'e<.scism, and then go it one better. 

./ 

I am proud to say tl1at those who began/ the great enterprise that is 
called Temple Btnai Israel, l~lmont, have seemed to be possessed 
by just a burning spirit ?:fhich is vital to the continuity of 

, the good life in our world. I venture to say, that 
nowhere in this greet country of s has a synagogue gr~ln so 
rapidly; nowhere has a school program b en , conducte~~der greater 
handica,ps f th' c try; and no~ e~ ~nas--~ucnbeen d ,e 
with so little. I cannot help but feel thRt if it were possible 
for the ghosts of ~'uropefs dead Je s to survey our labors, I 
thaJ; tbey would be warmed and enheartened. I cannot help but feel 
tba,t we are establishing bere on Elmont d. a far more a ppropria te 
r1eu:orial to the six million than e~re those Jews who are bldg. a 
ton:bstone on Riverside Drive .... :or while the torn tone bui~s are 
giving a name to aJ grave, we ar e creating a ody for ~ OU1, we 
are creating an instrument through vlhich the hopes of the dead 
may pass and invigorate the lives of the living. 

--~~--~----~--------------~----~~~--~--~~ Some of you may know th t when I was om the ew. rs t. 
of ReI. I was offered osts at two 0 Rew York's wealthiest congre-
gations. I investigate ese synago uee and I iscovered such. things 
as these: I found the, ot possibl~ belong to tle se c ongre 
if he vre:ee not earnin ten thousa d dolla.rs a ye r; 
so high were the r~,,- t s fees; I fo nd that the congr. 
studiously stayed aw mple on Fr· e.y evenings and 
Saturday mornings; be cantors Qng Brah~s and not 
traditiollal Jew. t tha.t the c airs were la.rgely non-
J ev~:i8b; and I foun allegianc to doctrainare and 
sectarie..n "Iuo..H,ism I decid 0 come to.bl ant, because 1 find 
none of these tl1' gs here ind that h e, money is not king; 
1 find that we e able 0 or Jew. traditon with 
a self-critica oncern for rogressive udaism; I find a dedication 
to Kalla.l Yis e, 1, the comrn ni ty of Isr ,e1, and not to one clos ely 
define sect f udais 1. lilt ely, e.nd pe aps most impt, 1 finel be re 
8, concern n t erely: forl1 he ritual 0 . Jud, but a willi ngness 
to T1roj ect it , spir tint the comnlun~ty about us into the probl ems 
of nation a.nd stc~ t , int the the real problems of jus tice and 
})eace about us. 


