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The Word l • Out •••••• 
The word is out that Temple Beth Am has a completely new and 

exciting summer program coming up this summer. Under the 
direction of Nancy Weinfeld and with the assistance of Ellie 
Robbins, a new type of program that will suit the interest of the 
individual camper has been planned. 

Campers will have the option of selecting individualized 
instruction in sports, and will receive this instruction everyday in 
addition to participating in the general summer program 
activities. 

If the child is not interested in sports but has artistic and 
creative interest, they can be placed in different areas of the 
performing arts, stage make-up, drama or arts and crafts. The 
Camp Advisory Board is made up of: 

MICHAEL WEXLER, CHAIRMAN 
Rabbi Herbert Baumgard Marlene Price 
Iris Franco Joan Schwartzman 
Sandy Kramer David Stuart 
Sim Lesser Betty Such man 
Stan Mintz Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt 

Watch for the camp brochure which will be mailed to all 
congregants shortly. 

ONE-WAY Traffic Pattern 
Traffic is once again one way on entering and 

leaving the Temple grounds, the same as it was prior 
to construction. 

ALL TRAFFIC ENTERS AT THE EAST END towards 
Red Road and ALL TRAFFIC EXITSATTHEWEST END 
alongside the Sanctuary. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CALENDAR CHANGE 

There will be school on the 16th and 17th of February. There 
will be no school on February 23rd and 24th. 

Dedication of Learning· Center 
Friday, February 22,8:30 P.M. 

. Watch the Commentator for details 

RABBI SCHINDLER SPEAKS THIS FRIDAY 
AT 8:30 P.M., IN OUR SANCTUARY 

Temple Beth Am is proud and honored to host Rabbi Alexander 
Schindler at a special Friday night service on February 1, 1980, in 
the Sanctuary, at 8:30 p.m. 

Rabbi Schindler is President of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, which represents 730 synagogues and 1.2 
million people in the United States and Canada. 

The first reform leader to be elected Chairman of the 
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations, Rabbi Schindler has made significant 
contributions to international Jewish thought and activities 
during his distinguished career. Schindler is a captivating 
speaker and dynamic personality. 

Since its beginnings with 125 families in 1955, Temple Beth 
Am has grown to become one of the most prominent temples in 
the United States, serving some 1600 South Dade families with a 
multitude of programs. 

"Beth Am is proud of the varied programs we have developed 
over the past 25 years," says our Temple President Dr. William 
Silver. "We like to think we are making an important contribution 
not only to Dade County, but to our national Jewish community 
as well." 

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THIS ONE TIME ONLY UNIQUE 
SHABBAT SERVICE I 



FROM THE RABBI'S STUDY 

Twenty-five Years
A Quarter of a Century; 

A Flicker in Time 
(Part one) 

In 1955 the South Dade Jewish Center was organized and held 
its meetings at what is now the South Miami Library. Following 
debates as to which affiliation the group would follow, Reform or 
Conservative, the group elected to be Reform. A mid-week 
Hebrew School was established and it began meeting at the 
South Miami Baptist Church. The week-end Religious School 
held its classes at the University of Miami. Late in 1955 
approximately seven acres of swampish land was purchased on 
Kendall Drive for five thousand dollars an acre. 

In May of 1956, the first religious service was held in the 
Sunset Drive School in Coral Gables. I conducted that service as 
the representative of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, parent body of Reform Judaism. The 
congregation entered into an agreement with the U.A.H.C. to 
share its area director (myself) for the next two years. In August of 
1956, the Baumgards moved to Miami with their three small 
children, aged 6, 2, and less than a year. 

Religious services were conducted on Friday evening 
beginning in the fall of 1956 in a classroom at the University of 
Miami. A Bar Mitzvah ceremony was Held in the Hillel House. 
High Holiday Services were in Beaumont Hall. In 1957 the 
Hebrew School moved to the South Miami Methodist Church on 
Red Road. 

In 1956 work began on the Social Hall on Kendall Drive. 
Worship services were held in the Social Hall. The Temple office 
was centered in the current Rabbis' office. One secretary 
handled everything. The Temple changed its name to Beth Am, 
"The House Of The People." 

In 1959 the David Light family built the first wing of the Mark 
Light School Building. For the first time, we had classes on our 
land for our children. When the school building was erected, the 
Temple membership doubled in one year, from three hundred 
families to six hundred. The size of the Religious School more 
than doubled and approached its present size. 

In 1961 the Temple Forum Series began. Members convened 
with the likes of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Senator Javitz, Senator 
Wayne Morse, David Brinkley, Gen. Maxwell Taylor, Senator 
Fullbright and Whitney Young. 

In 1963 and 1964 we completed our Sanctuary, the Youth 
Lounge, and the second wing of the Mark Light School. The 
Temple youth program took a major step forward. For the first 
time, the Temple acquired a large mortgage. The Religious 
School became the largest in South Florida. 

In 1968 we obtained our first Associate Rabbi. In 1971 we 
established our Day School with about twenty students, as an 
experiment. 

In 1974 we built the Teen-Age Building with our first large 
classrooms, a beautiful library, a lovely Chapel, and a gym. It had 
been ten years since any classrooms were built, and we soon 
discovered that the new classrooms were not a sufficient 
number. Planning began on still another building to contain more 
classrooms for adults, as well as for children, a major Arts and 
Crafts room, plus a Lounge Area. This new building with 12 major 
classrooms suitable for adults and children will be dedicated in 
mid-February. 

This is the visible history of Beth Am which in 25 years has 
become one of the major congregations in America. What is not 
visible, however, our program, is equally impressive, and we will 
discuss that next week. 

Camp Coleman Scholarship Applications 
Applications for scholarships to Camp Coleman aIe now 

available at the Religious School Office. If you are interested in 
applying, come by the office as soon as possible. Deadline for 
filing the application with Rabbi Weinblatt is February 15, 1980. 

fouth~ews 
Crusin' With BAFTY 

On Saturday, February 2, BAFTY will go on a moonlight cruise 
on 'The Spirit of Miami". We will depart from the Temple at 6:00 
p.m. and return at 11 :00 p.m. from what promises to be another 
exciting BAFTY program. 

On Sunday, February 10, BAFTY members will go on a picnic to 
Memorial Island. We will get to the island by boats and spend a 
nice day together on the bay and on the island. 

Don't miss out on all the fun. 

1979 Menorah Contest Winners 
This year our awards are given in various categories. In the 

category of Overall Qualityfor Originality, Symbolism and Beauty 
we have selected Adam Stern Golub. 

In the category of Originality, we have selected the Halberg 
family (Eric, Jason, Michael.) 

In the category of Symbolism and Beauty the Reisman family 
(Jeffrey, Jill, Andy). 

Awards also go to the Buchbinder family (Laura, Emily, 
Elizabeth). 

Jill Bassett, Gary Frank, Geoffrey Infeld, Raleigh Ellen 
Susskind, Jenny Teitelbaum, Amy Zohlman*. 

The Asterisk (*) indicates a Special Award. 

Listed Below are all Students who Entered the Contest 
All students listed below receive a Menorah pin for their efforts 

in making our Menorah Contest so beautiful and successful: 
Kg.-3rd grades: Jill Bassett*, Elizabeth Buchbinder*, Emily 

Buchbinder*, Sabina Frank, Howard Glass, Jason Halberg*, 
Raleigh Ellen Susskind*, Eileen Traeger, Michelle Wallach, 
Rachel Wallach, Michael Weinfeld. 

4th-6th grades: Laura Buchbinder*, Deidre Eisinger, Susan 
Feinberg, Tracy Fisher, Adam Frank, Michael Halberg*, Jeffrey 
Infeld*, Claire Traeger, Laura Weinfeld. 

7th-8th grades: Beth Feinberg, Andy Reisman*. 
Day School: Pre School-2nd grades: Tara Breslin, Jennifer 

Cohen, Erin Goldberg, Adam Stern Golub*, Stacey Goodman, 
Eric Halberg*, Brian Kantor, Tamar King, Linda Kohn, Larry Kohn, 
Alan Kuperstein, Andrew Kuperstein, Janine Lee, Steven 
Kenneth Lee, Jeffrey Reisman*, Eagan Rifas, Bradley Strauss, 
Jenny Strauss, Lee Zohlman. 

Intermediate Block: Scott Clein, Sondra Dernis, Gary Frank*, 
Teri Janus, Ronni Kass, Russell King, Karin Lantinberg, Nicki 
Lehman, Wendy Levine, Greg Pontner, Jill Reisman*, Nikki 
Sacks, Jenny Teitelbaum*, Amy Zohlman*. 

Saturday, February 2 
11: 15 a.m. 

John David, son of judith, daughter of I 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Abisch Mr. and Mrs. Albert Morrison, Jr. 



We Give Ths.nks ••• 
RABBI'S FUND 
Arlyne & Larry Birger in memory of Thelma & Herman Wolfson 
Craig Brand with thanks to the Rabbis for their help for his Bar Mitzvah 
Dolly & Kim Feigenbaum in memory of David Feigenbaum 

. Annette & Mort Flaum in memory of Tillie & Joseph Horovitz 
Abe & Miriam Katzen in memory of Minnie & Robert Eisenberg 
Phil & Muriel Revitz in memory of Rose Zimmerman 
Naomi & Sidney Stiller in memory of George Tauber 
Muriel Turoff in memory of her beloved husband, Abraham 
Dr. & Mrs. Elliot Wasserman for a speedy recovery of Iris Saltzberg 

LIBRARY FUND 
Miriam Cherkas in memory of Rose Rosenbloom 
Dr. & Mrs. AI Feinglass in memory of Stuart Feinglass 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Hodin in memory of David Strauss 
Sam Hollander in memory of Isidor Hollander 
Roslyn Klar in memory of Helen Soifer 

GENERAL FUND 
Martin Osinski with gratitude to Temple Beth Am 
Sidney & Beverly Robbins a donation 

YAHRZEIT FUND 
Lois Goldstein & family in memory of Edward L. Goldstein 
Ruth Kraft in memory of Adele Myers 
Paulette Levine in memory of Edward Wagenfeld 
Stanley Levitt in memory of Evelyn Levitt 
Erwin & Marshall Ravich in memory of Morris Ravich 
Estelle & Ronald Tieman in memory of Irving Tieman 

LEARNING CENTER FUND 
Karen & Larry Broder for the speedy recovery of Iris Saltzberg 
Elva & Lou Bush in memory of David Kaplan 
Gary, Barbara, Stacey & Scott Cohen in appreciation of Dr. Morton Axler 
Steven & Susan Herman in memory of Ella Kohl 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Reiken in memory of Phil Seldin 
Linda & Ian Rosenfield in memory of Benjamin Rosenfield 
Lainie Schwartz in honor of the 40 anniversary of Millie & Mel Schwartz 
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Serrins in memory of mother of Harvey Miller 
Stephen & Sheila Stieglitz in memory of Gary Boockmeier 
Marcia & Jason Zellner & family in memory of Jerry Steiner 

"The Miracle Workers" 
a four week course taught by 

Rabbi Herbert Baumgard, D.H.L. 
Tuesdays in February 

8:00-10:00 p.m. in Room 26 
Let's study about Elijah (who went to heaven in a whirlwind), 
his disciple Elisha (who resurrected a man from the dead) and 
Jesus - all of whom had something in common. 

Collegians Invited to Gainesville Feb. 1-3 

Our regional Reform movement is sponsoring a conference for 
collegians at the University of Florida February 1 st-3rd. All 
collegians, irrespective of their University, are encouraged to 
attend. Housing will be provided. 

AI Vorspan, Vice-President of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, and author of many humorous books on the 
subject of modern Jewish life, will be there. Jeff Klepper will be in 
charge of the music; Adam Hart, mimic, will perform Saturday 
night. 

The program theme is "Making Reform Judaism Happen on 
Your Campus." Handling local arrangements are Rabbi Buzz 
Bogage of the U.A.H.C. Miami office and Gary Eisenberg. Gary is 
accepting reservations at his address, 9345 S.W. 77 Ave., Apt. 
No. 206, Miami, Fla. 33156. Include a check for $22.00 payable 
to U.A.H.C. 

Bring your musical instrument, a sleeping bag, baseball glove, 
blue jeans, short pantS. Transportation or financial problems? 
Call Gary at 274-9002 after 6 p.m. The fee includes your meals 
served at the Gainesville Hillel House which is cooperating with 
the venture. Come on upl 

ONE-WAY Traffic Pattern 

Traffic is once again one way on .entering and 
leaving the Temple grounds, the same as it was prior 
to construction. 

ALL TRAFFIC ENTERS AT THE EAST END towards 
Red Road and ALL TRAFFIC EXITS ATTHE WEST END 
alongside the Sanctuary. 

25th Anniversary T-Shirts Available 

BAFTY, the senior youth group of Temple Beth Am has taken on 
the project of selling 25th Anniversary T-shirts with a Beth Am 
logo. These handsome T-shirts are light blue in color, well made 
and we have an assortment of sizes to fit young children through 
extra large adults. Shirts are available through BAFTY members, 
the Temple office or the Sisterhood Judaica shop. The prices are: 
Children's T-shirts . .................................. $3.25 
Adult T-Shirts ........................ , .............. $3.75 

Let's all wear a Beth Am T-shirtand showthe world that we are 
celebrating our 25th Anniversary. 

Interfaith Program Feb. 21 at St. Sophia 

On Thursday, February 21 at 9:00 a.m. Sisterhood members 
and their friends will be meeting at the Temple to carpool to St. 
Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 244 S.W. 24 Road, to attend 
an annual Interfaith Program. Cost is $1.50 and includes coffee 
and delicious Greek pastries. So gather your friends of all faiths, 
join us, and spend a unique morning together. For reservations 
call Rhoda at the Temple Office - 667-5587. 

Young Singles To Go Camping 

Beth Am's newest and one of the most active groups is going 
camping at Fish-Eating Creek in the Lake Okeechobee region, on 
February 9 and 10. 

A preliminary meeting is being held on Tuesday, January 29 at 
8:00 p.m. in the Youth Lounge for all interested participants. For 
further information, contact Rabbi Weinblatt at the Temple. 

P.S. - Reservations are limited. Did you know that over 80 
people attended our last function?! 

Famous Bible Scholar, Dr. Harry Orlinsky 
At Beth Am Wednesday, Jan. 30 at 8:00 P.M. 

The annual lecture of Dr. Harry Orlinsky, world famed Bible 
scholar, will be given at Beth Am this year NOT as a Religious 
Service, as in the past, but on Wednesday, January 30th, at 8 
p.m. in the Youth Lounge. 

Dr. Orlinsky will speak on the theme, "What Does the Bible 
Really Say About the Messiah?" 

Dr. Orlinsky is world renowned as the outstanding authorityon 
the "Septuagint", the oldest known translation of the Bible, and 
he is the Editor-in-Chief of the new Jewish Publication Society 
translation. He was the only Jew on the translating committee for 
the official Protestant modern translation known as the RSV 
(Revised Standard Version). 

"Boys From Brazil" to be Shown at Beth Am 
January 29th a_t 7:30 p.m. 

BAFTY, the senior high Youth Group is bringing the popular 
motion picture, "Boys from Brazil" to Temple Beth Am on 
Tuesday, January 29 in the Social Hall at 7:30 p.m. 

The highly acclaimed film, starring ·Gregory Peck, is based on 
the true life quest of Nazi hunter Simon Weisenthal for the 
infamous Josef Mengele. A $2.00 donation is requested. 
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Photographer 
ALL TYPES OF 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

WEDDINGS AND 
BAR MITZVAHS IN 
EASTMAN COLOR 
OUR SPECIA L TY 

CAll 444-6471 

246 GIRAlDA AVENUE 
CORAL GABLES 

PU RCELL TRAVEL, INC. 
305 Alcazar 

Coral Gables, Fla. 
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Blossom Benjamin 
Home 661· 9995 
Office . 448-7454 

Beautifully sensitive or 
humorous poems especially 

created for you 
Bar and Bat Mitzvah 

Ca nd Ie- Lighti ngs 
Birthdays, Weddings, and 

Anniversaries, 
Get Well Wishes 

Poetry for Invitations 
For Individual and 

Organizational needs 
Call 

LES LENCZ 
1 

BUVDALEABE 
YOU R 1980 CAR OR TRUCK 

DIRECT FROM 

Auto Brokers • Auto Lessors 
Save Up to $3,500 
Any Make or Model 

Call Jack Wolf 
442-0100 

3400 South Dixie Highway 

~.~ Comme.cial 

'A...~)J Industrial 
~ - Reoidantiol 

SERVICE 

Indoor Pest Control 
Flea Control 

Lawn Spraying - Fertilizing 

MIKE FEINBERG 
223·6012 

POCONO 
HIGHLAND CAMPS 

45th Season. For Boys & Girls 5-17 
International Staff & Complete Program 

FEATURING: • Tennis (13 Cts) • Riding 
• Water Skiing. Sailing. Gymnastics 
• Roller Hockey. Golf & Basketball 
• Theatre & Dance. Fine Arts & Crafts 
• 4 Bowling Lanes. Ham Radio & Photo 
• Go Carts. Canoe Trips. Soccer 

• Rocketry 

LARGE SO. FLORIDA 
CAMPER CONTiNGENT 

Fee Includes Air Fare Allowance 
DIRECTOR. LOUIS WEINBERG 

MAIN OFFICE 
Suite 1512.2333 Brickell Ave. 

Miami. Fla . 33129 
Tel. (305) 858-11901758-9454 
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FOR ALL YOUR 
REAL ESTATE NEEDS 

• Residential 
• Acreage 
• Commercial 

Call A Professional 
253-2800 

233-7729 eves 
Ask For 

ALLEN 
ABELSON 

Joan's Jems ........ By Joan Schwartzman 

We are pleased to announce the engagement of Melissa Berman 
to Richard Klotz. Both young people are completing their 
doctorates at Stanford University and plan a June wedding. 
Melissa is the daughter of Margot Berman and Dr. Irwin Berman 
.... Mazel to Rita and Arthur Rauchwerger upon the engagement 
of their son Eric to Julie Becker. ... More good news from Rayand 
Marge Pearlson. Their son Jim was recently married and Jim and 
Kayla now live in Santa Barbara where Jim is attending Brooks 
Institute .... Mazel tov to Dr. Sigmund and Elaine Rosen upon the 
engagement of their daughter Lisa to Alan Engel.. .. Kudos to 
Scott Clein. Scott who is 12 years old finished the Orange Bowl 
Marathon. We are proud to report that Robert, son of Jerald and 
Helen Schwarz, made the Dean's List at Georgetown University 
.... Good luck to Steve Chepenik upon his new business venture ... 
Beth Amite Michelle Levin Katz will perform at the Florida 
Philharmonic Beethoven Fest Tuesday, January 29th at Gusman 
Hall. It's a treat to hear her play .... 

RABBI BAUMGARD ON T.V. 
Rabbi Baumgard will appear on "The Jewish Worship Hour" 

on Channel 10 on Sunday, February 3rd, at 8:00 a.m. 

!a4r~eit 
FEBRUARY 1,1980 14 SHEBAT 

Samuel Paul Arman, Wilbur Bailis, Helen Bloom, Morris 
Braunstein, Annette Cohen, Mortimer Cohen, Saul Joseph 
Beutsch, Esther Dworken, Ruth Feller, Pauline Fishman, Rabbi 
Solomon Fox, Rachel Friedman, Leon Gold, Edward L. Goldstein, 
Ida Gordon, Joseph Hattenbach, Pearl Charif Huberman, Hattie 
Levison, Arthur Hyman, Rose Klugerman, Julie Kruh, Belle 
Zuckerman Oren, Benjamin Palastrant, Irving Perlyn, Daniel 
Ressler, Morris H. Ressler, Max E. Rosen, Harry Ross, Aaron H. 
Rothschild II, Isidore Schlesinger, Alfred Schneider, Joseph 
Siegler, Esther Singer, Arthur Siegel, Louis Snider, Marie K. 
Ungar, Sarah Ungar, Samuel Wasserman, Yetta Wasserman, 
Molly Wershil. 

3J1t ~cmoriant 
Jerry Steiner 

father of 
Dr. Samuel Steiner 

"May his memory be for a blessing" 

SECOND CLASS POSTAGE PAID 
AT MIAMI, FLORIDA 


