COUNTY, FLORIDA and NATIONAL CIRCULATION

CHIEF OSCEOLA

FLORIDA’S FIRST MICCOSUKEE AND SEMINOLE INDIAN NEWSPAPER

CHIEF COACOOCHEE

VOL. 1, NO. 2

SEPTEMBER, 1961

s

MICCOSUKEE TRIBE NOT REPRESENTED IN CLAIMS

Will Kennedy Honor
U.S.Commitments

1

SNAKE DANCE
DRAWS HUNDREDS

By Louise Susanne Osceola
News Reporter

Every year around August,
the Miccosukee Indians attend
the Snake Dance ceremony. The
ceremony lasts two weeks of
fun, work and play.

This year it was attended by
several hundred Indlanb many
ST the Toser fation penbie At
tended the last night of the cere-
mony. It is run by Jchn Mec-
Kinley Osceola and his uncle,
Corey Osceola.

Everyone had a good time and
now they’re looking forward to
the next ceremony, the Green
Corn Dance. It will take place
next year around summertime.

The High Sheriffs were Rain-
ey Jim and Jimmie Poole. The
Sheriffs’ dancing partners were
Alice Billie and -‘Alice Joy Os-
ceola, who have the same equal

U. S Indian Commissioner Emmons and Miccosukee Tribal Leaders

~WITT Be the first Tieat g He:
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WILL UDALL DENY MICCOSUKEES

A hearing has been scheduled
by the U. S. Indian Claims Com-
mission on Sept. 18, for claims
filed by some Florida Indians
back in 1950. The claims num-
bers 73 and 73A, totaling $350,-
000,000, were originally filed by
a Jacksonville law firm. 7his
several years.

Howard Osceola, Co-Chair-
man of the Miccosukee Tribal
Executive Council, said the Mic-
cosukee Tribe has never been
represented in these claims.

“We are hopeful that U. S.
Secretary of the Interior Udall

P s

LEGAL REPRESENTATION? —Osceola

" will not try to deny our Tribe
the right to be represented by
lawyers of our own choice,” he
said. “We have two letters from
the U. S. Department of the In«
terigr giving us that right.
Would a new U. S. Administra-
tlon refuse to honor these com-

ll 11C1 v sl i i

Miccosukees Denounce Claims

“When these claims were filed
in 1950, Miccosukee Tribal lead-
ers met at the village of my
father, William McKinley Os-
ceola, 30 miles west of Miami.
,They publicly stated that the
money claims were Muskogee

powers as the High Sheriffs.
Frank Tommie has led the

Snake Dance for many, many

years, but his bad ankle does
not permit him to continue with

the position as a leader of the.

Dance. He is training Johnson
Billie as the next leader of the
Snake Dance.

‘JIMMY CYPRESS SOLD 0UT’
CHARGES MIKE OSCEOLA

The five candidates that the
Seminole News staff supported
won in the election on August
14, for board of directors and
councilmen of the S$eminole

Tribe of Florida.

In the vote to reorganize the
board and elect new officers on
Sept. 5, Jimmy Cypress went
over to the opposition.

“Jimmy Cypress sold out,”’
charged Mike Osceola.

Mike Osceola, Seminole Tribal'

Leader.

Elected were: John Henry
Gopher, director from Brighton;
Toby Johns, councilman from
Brighton; Jimmy Cypress, di-
rector and councilman from Big
Cypress; Mike Osceola, council-
man at large, and Howard Tiger,
adirector at large,

“Before the meeting to vote
for new officers,”" said Mike
Osceola, ”Jimmy Cypress told
me that Bill Osceola had prom-
ised him that Jimmy could be
president, and that Bill would
start Jimmy off at $125 a week.
Jimmy told me Bill said he
could build a big house on the
reservation and could have a
tribal car and ride around. Jim-
my said he wasn’t going to take
those things, but was going to
stand by his people. George
Storm heard this, too.

“But within five minutes after
he got to the meeting, Jimmy
Cypress had sold out, and sold
out his people on the Big Cyp-
ress Reservation,” Mike Osceonla
said. “He had promised Howard
Tiger and me that he would sup-

INDIAN AGENT “NAILED”

Virgil Harrington, U. S. In-
dian agent for the Seminole
Tribe at Dania, Florida, and
Reginald C. Miller, of the U. S.
Interior Department, just re-
turned from a week of confer-
ences in Washington, D. C,,
where they were both called by
the U. S. Department of Inter-
ior. The exact nature of these
conferences has not been offic-
ially disclosed. When contacted
by a reporter, Mr. Miller prom-
ised a written statement on
Sept. 12. It has never been re-
ceived.

“We don’t know for sure what

he has to say, because he comes
by and talks to our people who
don’t understand English too
well while the councilmen are
at work,” said Homer Osceola,
Co-Chairman of the Executive

(Continued on Page Three)

(Continued on Page Three)

port us.”

The board tied, 4 to 4, for
Jimmy Cypress snd Howard
Tiger as president of the board
of directors.

To break the deadlock, the

Jboard set Sept. 19 for a special

election at the three Florida
Semincle Reservations. All
members of the tribe will vote
for the president of the board
of directors.

LET’S NOT CHANGE
THE STATIONERY

At the tribal council meeting
on the same day, Billy Osceola
of Dania was elected for third
term as chairman of the coun-
cil.

(Continued on Page Three)

Seminoles Ride Again,

To Washington
This Time

The Reservation Indians, the

Seminole Tribe of Florida, are
sending four representatives to
the hearing in Washington, D.C,,
on their $350,000,000 money
claim against the U. S.

Mike Osceola, Rev. Bill Os-
ceola and Frank Billie are going
to the hearings which are sup-
posed to begin Sept. 18, in the
Indian Claims Commission. Rev
Billy Osceola will also go.

The Everglades Miccosukee

~ Tribe of Seminole Indians, the

unsurrendered Indians who do
not live on reservations, are
sending two observers. Howard
and Homer Osceola, co-chair-
men of the Executive Council,
go to make sure nobody mis+
represents the Miccosukee Tribe.
This tribe wants their land, not
money.

[ a2 S

Miccosukee

Howard Osceola,
Tribal Lgader.

Florida
“Kidd -ing
Us?

Florida Governor Farris Bry-
ant, early in 1961, announced
to the press that the job of
State Indian Commissioner was
teing abolished in March when
Florida Indian Commissioner
Max Denton retired.

William Kidd, administrative
ascistant to the Governcr, came
to the Everglades Miccosukee

Tribe of Seminole Indians head-
' (Continued on Page Three)

VOTE FOR HOWARD TIGER!
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EDITORIALS

AR FREE SEMINOLE PRESS

The co-editors of the Seminole Indian News, in response to
hundreds of queries, want to repeat that this newspaper is owned
and published and controlled by Seminole and Miccosukee indi-
viduals. This newspaper is free of all censorship by tribe, state or
federal government. Its ‘polecy is to print the truth. It is a free
newspaper in the best tradition of the American press.

VOTE FOR HOWARD TIGER!

Howard Tiger, a candidate for president of the board of direc-
tors of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., is the best educated
candidate for the position, and very well qualified to manage the
business affairs of the tribe. He will stick to his word and his
promises. Howard is a veteran of the U. S. Marines in World
War II, and fought at Iwo Jima. He is the father of four children.
The Seminole Indian News is proud to endorse him as president.

Editors Thank
Their Friends

To our many friends:

We wish to thank our first
advertisers for the confidence
they expressed before we even
had a newspaper published. Our
particular thanks go to Metro-
politan Dade County, The City
of Miami, George Stacy of Musa
Isle, Tony Benedetto, president
of the Hialeah City Council,
Virgil Harrington, U. S. Indian
agent, Bill Osceola of the Sem-
inole Okalee Village, Mrs. Eve-
lyn Harvey, president of the
Co-Workers Woman’s Club, and
many others.

We also wish to thank our
many friends for the nice letters
of encouragement, particularly
U. S. Congressman Billy Math-
ews, U. S. Congressman Sydney
Herlong, Florida Secretary of
State Tom Adams,” Florida
Comptroller Ray Green, Florida
Attorney General Richard Er-
vin, Florida Agricultural Com-

Howard Tiger, Seminole Tribal
Leader.

-k
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missioner Doyle Conner, Judge
David Heffernan, and the many
others. We are sorry there is
not enough space to print all the
letters.

The editors hope we can live
up to your expectations and
will always try to publish this

~ newspaper in the best of Ameri-

can traditions.

Betty Mae Jumper
Alice Osceola

LETTERS TO

Dear Friends:

I am much interested and
congratulate you on a dively is-
sue.

I hope the newspaper has a
long and vigorous life and that
you meet with success in all
your endeavors.

Phileo Nash

(newly appointed U. S. In-

dian Commissioner, Washing-

on . ¢

Dear Betty Mae and Alice:
I think it is an excellent de-

velopment . . . Mr. Emmons, I |

know, will also be tremendously
pleased for you will remember
how hard he worked to bring
about a more amicable relation-
ship between the two tribal
groups

I notice also your statement

that the two co-editors will not .

always agree, and I think is is an
extremely healthy thing for you
to recognize this possibility in
advance so that you can have

,Mjﬁ‘l d

THE EDITORS

your differences of opinion
without rancor or personal bit-
terness. This, as I am sure you
know, is just about the essence
of the democracy that Indian
people and non-Indians to-
gether have gradually built up
in this country of ours over the
past 150 to 200 years . . .

M. M. Tozier

U. S. Bureau of Indian Affairs,

Washington, D. C.

Editor’s-Note: For the benefit of
our readers who do not know
M. M. Tozier, and even those

. who do, we hope you will read

about *him in this issue’s SA-

LUTE TO FRIENDS on page 4.

Dear Mrs. Jumper and
Miss Osceola:

My best wishes to you for fu-
ture success in this fine under-
taking.

George A. Smathers,
United States Senator

SEMINOLE INDIAN. NEWS

| WHAT THEY SAID...

Sam Tommy, Seminole mis-
sionary to the Brighton Reser-
vation: “A good paper. Writes
good things. Keep it up!”

* * #

‘Mary Louise Johns, Big:-Cy-
press: “I like this newspaper
and will send news to the Sem-

inole Indian News.”
* % 3

Charley Billie Boy, from
Dania Reservation: “Go ahead
and write the newspaper. Write
everything that’s true.” 3

* * o

Rev. Billy Osceola: “Lies.

Lies. Lies. This newspaper
should be stopped.”
* * &

Mike Osceola, vice-chairman

of the Seminole Tribal Council .

in Dania: “I don’t see how any-
body can stop this newspaper
from printing the truth.”

* * s

A Seminole woman at a meet-
ing at Brighton:
you all been hiding that you

think they will come out and |

print the truth?”

. & *

Mrs. Jean Winters, Daughter
of the American Revolution, who
helps provide clothes for the
Seminoles: “It is very good
news. I am proud to see Sem-
inoles have a paper out.”

* * X

William McKinley Osceola,
Miccosukee patriarch: “I am
very happy in my o]d age to
see something like this happen

to the Seminoles, where they

can get together and get the
truth out.” .

Dear Mrs. Jumper:

I think the idea of such a
newspaper is very sound and I
think that it is especially fitting
that this publication is in the

| capable hands of a member of

the education profession for, as
a teacher, you are well qualified
for this responsibility.
: Thomas D. Bailey
Florida Superintendent
of Education

Dear Miss Osceola:

This is a splendid project and
will, I am sure, be well received
by the members of the tribes
and their many friends. I am
placing my copy of this first
edition among my most precious
mementos . . .

Spessard L. Holland
United States Senator

Dear Miss Osceola:
This newspaper will be of

'value to each Indian community

and to all of South Florida, by
reporting for the first time the
activities of Florida’s Miccosu-
kee and Muskogee tribes by
members of the tribes them-
selves.

Paul G. Rogers

U. S. Congressman
(Florida)

MIKE
0SCEOLA

Bait and Tackle
INDIAN VILLAGE

12600 S. W. 8th Street
Miami, Florida
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“What have

PERSONALS FROM RESERVATIONS

Joe and Martha Osceola had a baby. Congratulations! They

" live on the Dania reservation.

* * »
Luana Osceola, first runner-up for princess in this year’s
beauty contest, and beauty queen in 1960, married a white boy in
the Catholic Church. She has become a Catholic. Good luck, Luana.

* * *

Mary Louise Jumper, from the Big Cypress reservation, re-
ports that there is still too much raip water for workers to go out

to work.
%* * *

At the recent Krome Ave. dedication, Florida Governor Farris

Bryant promised Mike Osceola, Seminole Tribal Councilman, and
Betty Mae Jumper, Seminole Tribal Director, that he would look

into the possibility of constructing a connecting road between Big

Cypress Reservation and Andytown.
* * %

Howard and Dorothy Tommie had a baby boy. Pauline Jumper
had a baby boy, too. Congratulations to you both!

* A *

From three reservations the children have returned to their

schools, and to colleges in different states, boys and girls.
* * *

Cecil John, who has been working as a recreation director
on Dania Reservation, has left for Washington to work and go to
night school. Lots of luck son, from Brighton.

* * *

Jerry and Jo Anne Micco, of Dania, had a fine boy. Con-
gratulations!
* * *
Mr. and Mrs. Archie Johns of the Big Cypress Reservation
had a baby. Great news!

PERSONALS FROM GLADES

Rainey Jim, a member of the Miccosukee Tribal Executive
Council, the son of Mittie Jim, got engaged to Alice Billie, during
the Snake Dance. Congratulations!

* * R 3

Doris Osceola’s sow had six baby pigs. They were delivered
during the night of Sept. 1, an increase to Doris’ family.
% * *

Alice Jay Oscegla.and ber reporter, Louise Susanne Osceola,
were taught the basic skills of how to operate the airboat by

Alice’s brother, Douglas. Both weren’t too successful.
* * *

Guy B. Osceola hasn’t made up his mind whether to go to
college or to continue working.

* * *

Wanda Osceola, the daughter of the Miccosukee Tribal Ex-
ecutive Councilman Douglas Osceola, received a beautiful dress
and a cape to match from her father at the Snake Dance Ceremony.

# # *

Tribal attorney Morton H. Silver, publicist Jane Wood, Jane’s
daughter Janet Reno, and columnist Kristine Dunn had a good
time at the Snake Dance. So did John Willie!

* * *

Roy Cypress and his friend, Edward C. Jarvis, went fishing

 and caught two 200-pound groupers and donated them to the
Snake Dance.

* * * .

Howard Osceola, Jr., son of Executive Councilman Howard

M. Osceola, and Johnson Billie, the new Snake Dance leader, had

an accident on the night of Sept. 6.
*

* *

The William McKinley Osceola Village (and gift shop) had

a wonderful Labor Day barbecue for about 75 friends from many
different camps, such as Dania, Miami and Palm Hammock. Andy
Buster played hill-billy tunes on the guitar. John Osceola was the
chief cook of the barbecued shogee (pig ribs). The party was also

. a birthday party for Clifton Huggins, the -husband of Ethel Osceola.

* * *
Effie Osceola, wife of Miccosukee Executive Councilman How-

ard M. Osceola, had to go to the Brighton Reservation to be of
_assistance to her sick mother, Mrs. Louise Billie. She had a stroke.

M’ e . } ¥
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MICCOSUKEE SEMINOLE HISTORY. Part I

IMPROPER TO CALL SEMINOLES

“ONE” TRIBE

From time to time, someone
will erroneously refer to all In-
dians in Florida as just one tribe.
The Seminole Tribe. In most
cases, this is due to ignorance

The Seminole Tribe is today,
and always has been, a different
tribe than the Miccosukee Tribe.
The people of both tribes speak
different languages, have dif-
ferent customs and cultures, and

live in different geographical
locations in Florida. It is a well-
known fact that the Miccosukee
Tribe is aboriginal to the State
of Florida, while the Seminole
Tribe came to Florida around
1750. The Miccosukee Tribe
lived near what is today Flor-
ida’s capitol, Tallahassee, when

Columbus came to America. The
Seminole Tribe, at that time
lived to the north, in the Caro-
lina area, and were originally
called Muskogees. The Musko-
gees were not known as Sem-
inoles until after they came to
Florida.

The Miccosukee Tribe was
never a part of the Seminole
Tribe. During the Seminole
Wars with the United States,
all the tribes of Indians in Flor-
ida formed a military “alliance”,
which the United States called
the Seminole alliance. At that
time there were many other
tribes of Indians in Florida, who
have since disappeared. At the
end of the Seminole Wars, the
military alliance was -disselved
and the Miccosukee and Sem-
inole Tribes went their separate
ways. Their relationship was
never more than the relation-
ship the United States had with
France when they fought to-
gether in World War I and II
under the name “Allies.”

It is also a fact that there are
Miccosukees in the Seminole
Tribe. But this is hot unusual
or new. Since their first en-
counter with the white man, the
Miccosukee gained the reputa-
tion for having the best military

leaders in Southeastern North }

America. In the 1600’s, the
Spanish said it. In the 1700’s
the British said it. And the
United States found this out
when they were unable to con-
quer them during the long and
expensive Seminole Wars.
Shortly after their arrival in
Florida, the Muskogees galled
upon the Miccosukee Tribe to

provide them with military aid
and leaders. As a result many

Miccosukees went to live among .

the Muskogee Seminoles over
100 years ago. Today, as then,
Miccosukees have gone to live
among the Muskogee Seminoles.
Miccosukee leaders can still be
found on the Seminole councils.

The distinction between the
Miccosukee Tribe and the Mus-
kogee Seminole Tribe has long
been recognized. Military men
who encountered the Florida
Indians down through the years
always noted the difference in
their reports, as well as authora-
tative historians.

For example, when General
Alexander Macomb, the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the United
States Army, made the last
Treaty with the Florida Indians
on May 18, 1839, at Fort King
the Treaty describes the parties
as ‘“the Seminoles and Micka-
sukie Chiefs.”

In 1830, Daniel Blue, associ-
ated with the English trading
company,.John Forbes and Com-
pany, was called upon to testi-
fy in the case of Mitchell v.
United States. This case went to
the TUnited States Supreme
Court and is cited as 34 U.S. 711.
It is an important case to the

Florida Indians because it de-
cided their rights to their lands

in Florida. It was the last de-
cision participated in by one of
‘the greatest Justices of the

United States Supreme Court :
“Chéef-Tustice Fohr Marshatf

On page 607 of the Supreme

SUBSCRIBE TO
SEMINOLE INDIAN NEWS
$2.00 per year

LET’S NOT GHANGE
THE STATIONERY

(Continued from Page One)

In the vote for vice chairman
there was first a tie between
Howard Tiger, Mike Osceola and
Frank Billie. Howard had prev-
lously been vice chairman.

“Let’s not change the station-
ery,” said Billy Osceola, and he
gave his vote to Howard. How-
ard then turned around and
gave his vote to Mike. Thus
Mike Osceola was elected vice
chairman of the council.

The council governs the tribe
and the board handles business
affairs

WILL UDALL

(Continued from Page One)

(Seminole) claims and not Mic-
cosukee claims, The Miami
newspapers wrote storigs about
our protests which I still have.
The Miccosukee tribal leaders
said at that time that these
claims were not authorized by
the Miccosukee Tribe, and that
the lawyers who filed them
were never hired by the Micco-
sukee Tribe,” Osceola said.

Indian Agent Admits Error

One news clipping shown by
Howard Osceola, from the Mi-
ami News, dated August 16, 1950,
said, “Kenneth Marmon, U. S.
Indian Agent, said he attended
a pow wow in Okeechobee, Aug-

quainted with the facts of the
case. He said he would not have
certified the contract between
the attorneys had he known all
the facts.”

U. S. Breaks Promises

“For the past several years
our Miccosukee Tribe has shown
its willingness to work with the
United States as well as with
the Muskogee Tribe, and we
thought we had reached an
agreement with both,” said
Howard Osceola. “But the Mic-
cosukee Tribe wants to make it
clear that until it is represented
by lawyers of its own choosing
it is not a party to these claims.
The lawyers handling these

money claims are not our Mic-

ust 12, but was not made ac- I

SEMINOLE INDIAN NEWS

Court Record, Daniel Blue said,

. . the Micasuky chiefs and the
others of that tribe were the.
only Florida Indians that signed :

”»

that cession . . .
The Mitchell case decided the
title to approximately 1,000,000

acres of land in northwest Flor- :
ida, south of Tallahassee on the |

Gulf of Mexico. The title to
all this land is based on an In-
dian deed.

Page 73 of the Supreme Court '

Record describes the deed:
“We, the undersigned, do say,

although we have not been pres-

ent at the demarcation of this

boundary, we know and agree as '

to its justice, and approve it, and
os we do sign, the day of the
date,
mandant of this fort and of the
assisting witnesses.

Copixty Mico of Micosuki, his
X mark

Chocolate Tustannukee, First
Warrior of Micosuki.

Cocha Tustannague,
same.

Tuskoniha, of Micosuki,
X mark.

Don Ignacio Balderas, captain
of the regiment of infantry of
Louisiana, commandant and
subdelegate of the royal finan-
ces in this fort.
that the four preceding signa-
tures of the king of Micosuki
and his warriors are the same
made in my presence and. in

of the

his

that of the assisting witnesses. |

Appalachie, 2d of August, 1802.
IGNACIO BALDERAS.”

In 1848, Captain John T.

in presence of the Com-

I do certify, -

Sprague, one of the few emin-
ent authorities on the Florida
Indians, wrote in his treatise
The Origin, Progress and Con-
clusion of the Florida War on
page 19:

“Here both these parties of
(Creek) emigrants encountered
the Mickasukie tribe of Indians,
the legitimate owners of the
soil.”

In 1927, Frank Drew, the fa-
mous anthropologist and author-
ity on Florida Indians, in his
Notes on the Origin of the Sem-
inole Indians of Florida, Volume
6 of the Florida Historical So-
ciety Quarterly on page 22,
wrote:

“The Miccosukees were to in-
trepid to permit the migration
of Seminoles through their ter-
ritory; so the course of invasion

was to the eastward along the

upland. . .”

In 1956, another noted con-
temporary authority, Irvin M.
Peithmann, in The Unconquered
Seminole Indians states on page
14:

“The nucleus of the Seminole
Nation in Spanish Florida were
principally Hitchiti or non-Mus-
khogean.
who detached themselves from
the Creek Confederacy partly
because they were hunters and
cared little about agriculture as
a means of livelihood. These
Indians spoke the Hitchiti
tongue, a language that bore no
resmblance to that of the Mus-
khogean Creeks. Out of this
branch there emerged the most

They were Indians

#

“NAILED”

L Contm ed from Page One e
‘Councit of the M’:ccUsukFE’“Trlbe
of Seminoles.

“He offered some of the boys
$1.50 per hour to ride around
with him on the Tamiami Trail
— as a guide, maybe?

“He talked with some of the
fellows about a big develop-
ment program for Miccosukees.
Vocational schools, cattle-rais-
ing, and practically everything
but military lend-lease were
what he talked about. And he
talked so much about tribal
ownership of all kinds of en-
terprises that you’d think he
wanted to make communists out
of us. - We’ve been getting along
by private enterprise as long
as my folks remember.

“But our people don’t want
that kind of stuff.

“And he didn’t say anything
about our land. That’s what he
promised ta take care of first.

“This  help-the-poor-Indian,
welfare thing is what the De-
partment of Interior has been
telling us for 10 years, they
can’t do for Indians who don’t
want to live on a reservation,”
he added.

BN

cosukee lawyers. They never
have been. They admit this in
their letters to us. The Musko-
gee (Seminole) Tribe can sell
its own land rights to the United
States, and we wish them luck.” -

It's Up To Udall

“But,” he continued, “neither
the Muskogee (Seminole) Tribe
nor any other tribe has any
right to sell the lands of the
‘Miccosukee Tribe. Anyone
should know this. We said this
before, and we say it again. We
are still willing to work with

the United States according to

Homer pointed out that last
year in Washington he told the
officials of the Indlan Bureau
an agent to.help when he was
called on, after the Miccosukee
land was set up.

“But we never told the U. S.
we wanted welfare, and we told
them we didn’t want an Indian
agent sitting in our backyard,
besides, no agreement to pro-
tect our land has been shown
us, like they promised.

“Since his return, he prom-
ised to meet with the Executive

Council twice, to tell us about|

his trip to Washington. But he
still hasn’t shown up. An hour
before the last scheduled meet-
ing, Agent Miller called . Mil-

ler told him to tell us he wasn’t
sure he could make it out to the
Everglades because he had
“nails” in his tires,” said Hom-

er Osceola.

the agreement we made, if the
U. S. will keep its part of the
agreement. We hope Secretary
Udall is a man who will.”

“They even gave our tribe two
letters to reassure us we were a
recognized tribe and could have
our own choice of lawyers.” he
said.

One letter- shown by Osceola,
dated Jan. 27, 1958, was signed
by United States Indian Com-
missioner Glenn Emmons. It
was addressed to “The Execu-
tive Council, Everglades Mic-
cosukee Tribe of Seminole In-
dians c/o Mr. Morton H. Silver,
attorney-at-law.”

Part of the letter said, “I am,
therefore, willing and glad to
recognize your organization
which you call the “Everglades
Miccosukee Tribe of Seminole
Indians . . . More specifically,
we are recognizing your organ-
ization as qualified to speak for

Page 3

important element among the
Seminoles — the resolute — de-
termined — and vindictive Mik-
asuki Indians.”

After discussing the other
Florida tribes he concludes: :

“From these many alliances
came the present-day Seminoles,
a heterogeneous blending of In-
dian tribal groups. It would be.
improper, therefore, to call the
Sgminoles a tribe; they are ac-
tually a mixture of many tribes,
_and even of different races.”

CFLORIDA

(Continued from Page One)

quarters in April to meet with
flood control people and the
Indians.

When Don Branning, Mizini
News reporter, asked him if he
was the State Indian Commis-
sioner, Kidd said, “i gues; you
could call me that”

Now flood control officials are
referring to Kidd in their letters
as “State Indian Commissioner.”

At the April meeting he prom-
ised to meet with the Executive
Council of the Miccosukee Tribe
after the legislature’s session
was over, in June.

“Nothing has been heard from
him,” says Howard Osceola, Co-
Chairman of the Executive
Council of the Miccosukee Tribe.
‘Whyf”)

DELAWARE
GHIOKEN FARM

FRESH EGGS DAILY
From Our Own Hens
Fresh Dressed Poultry

I

. __Whole or Part

1925 NORTH STATE ROAD 7
West Hollywood, Florida
Telephone: YU 3-6831

Compliments of

DANNY'S
BAR

31 N. E. 36th Street

Miami, Fla.

'r" :ﬁ’-
1ts members on matters which

are of concern to the Florida
Seminoles as a -whole (such as
the pending claim against the
United States) .. .”

The second letter shown by
Osceola was signed by the Unit-
ed States Secretary of Interior,
Fred Seaton, dated July 12, 1960.
It was addressed to “The Ex-
ecutive Council, Miccosukee
Tribe of Seminoles” and said in
part:

“. . . This series of conferen-
ces, I am sure, has made it clear
to your representatives that the
Department of the Interior rec-
ognizes you as spokesmen of a
duly recognized Tribe of Ameri-
can Indians. This relationship
was clearly described in Com-
missioner Emmon’s letter to you
dated Jan. 27, 1958. . ..”

“Why aren’t the new officials
in the Interior Department re-
specting these former commit-
ments, which we accepted and
proceeded on in good faith?”
asks Howard Osceola.



M. M. Tozier, Gentleman and
Scholar.

This month, the Seminole In-
dian News salutes M. M. Tozier,
Information Officer of the U. S.
Department of Interior Indian
Bureau. For the benefit of
those readers who don’t know
what an information officer is,
he is supposed to have the an-
swers to questions about Indians
and their relations with the
U. S. At times he appears to be
a combination public relations
man and Central Intelligence
Agency. In his job, M. M. Tozier
is an unsung hero.

From the first time the In-
dians met him in 1954, when he
came to Florida with former

SALUTE TO FRIENDS

Commissioner w e

£mmons,
found him to be a man of truth

and wisdom. He made each one
of us feel he was our friend and
wanted to help us. After his
first trip to Florida he wrote
his “Tozier Report,” which
showed more understanding of
our people and problems than
any U. S. government report
written over the past hundred
years.

How little need there would
be for a Peace Corps if the U. S.
had a Tozier representing it in
every foreign country. The
Seminole Indian News salutes
M. M. Tozier as a friend of the
Seminoles and a credit to his
country.

FATHER AND SON IN ACCIDENTS
SAME DAY, DIFFERENT PLACES

A Seminole father and son
were involved in automobile
accidents on the same day in
two different places.

Charley Johnson and his fa-
ther, Johnson Billie, were in the
separate accidents on Sept. 6.

Charley and his wife, Iona
Johnson, and their four -chil-
dren, while driving west on the
Tamiami Trail in their 1950 Ford
at 6 p.m., were rammed in the
rear by Frank Scott, a Hialeah
white man, driving a 1953 Lin-
coln. The accident happened
seven miles east of Ochoree.

Their car was thrown into the
canal, bottom side up, with ev-
eryone inside. Charley nulled
his wife out, and then the four
children were rescued. Linda
Johnson, 11, was the last to be
saved from the water. Charley
found her in the mud. A truck
driver gave her artificial respi-
ration and she is now in the
Naples *‘Community Hospital in
serious condition.

Collier County Deputy Sheriff
Bill McCrea made the investi-
gation at the scene of the ac-

cident. He charged Scott with
“reckless driving, wilful and
wanton.”

Howard Osceola, Jr., son of
Executive Councilman Howard
M, Osceola, and Johnson Billie,
the new Snake Dance leader,
were in the other accident at
1:30 a.m

Junior, who was driving home
to see his mother, fell asleep and
the car went into a tree beside
the Tamiami Trail. The high-
way patrolman who investigated
said the speedometer stuck at
99 miles an hour, which is legal.

Junior wasn’t badly hurt.
Johnson Billie is in Jackson Me-
morial Hospital, where he was
on the critical list, but is now
in satisfactory condition. The
X-rays are reported to be rega-
tive.
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MICCOSUKEE SEMINOLE DICTIONARY
No. 2

English Miccosukee

Muskogee (Seminole)

Indian man

yaht-kitis-nognee

istee-cha-tee

big chobee thah-kee

wind fah-blee-chee ho-tah-lee
hurricane fahbleechee-chobee ho-tahlee-thah-koh
(big wind)

land yahg-nee ee-kah-nah

water okee 00-yoo-wah

The following are corrections of typographical errors in the

last issue.
food
I want food

impigee

impigee-tsabanah

whom-pee-tah
Whompeeton-cha-ee-ahj us

For those who wish to keep their dictionary current, a limited
supply of the last issue is still available, and can be ordered for

twenty cents per copy.
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THE SEMINOLE COOKBGOK

Recipe for Swamp Cabbage

By Betty Jumpenr

The Swamp cabbage is a Sem-
inole Indian food. The first thing
to do is cut down a cabbage
palm and get the heart of the
cabbage palm, the soft part. Cut
it up into one-inch pieces. Then
iput the pieces into a pan with
just enough water to simmer in
the bottom of the pan. Cover
it up and cook until soft. Then
cut up white pork or bacon and
| fry it in a frying pan until it is
‘crisp. Add the fried pork and
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some grease to the cooked cab-
bage palm. You can add a little
sugar to your taste. The cab-
bage palm heart will take any-
where from 30 minutes to an
hour to cook.

If you wish you can fvy the
bacon, and remove, and then put
the cabbage palm in the grease,
with a little water added once
in a while. Cover up and cook
until soft.

Cabbage palm is also good
raw. (If you're hungry!)
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. CHIEF Wm. Mc KINLEY OSCEOLA
_, Patriarch of the unconquered
~ Miccosukee Seminole Trihe
with 42 living descendents.

| 0SCEOLA’S INDIAN VILLAGE

Seminole Indian Souvenirs & Gift Shop

See Alligators, Wild Boar, Turtles

25 MILES WEST OF MIAMI
Tamiami Trail, Route 41, Heart of Everglades

ALSO AIRBOAT RIDES INTO THE WILD EVERGLADES

N

September, 1961

V!SIT
MUSA ISLE INDIAN

VILLAGE
1700 NW 25th Ave,

Miami, Fla,
Tel. NE 4-5843
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DIXIE PHOTO SERVICE
Commercial Photographers
Official Photographers for
The Seminole Indian News
1807 S.W. 8th Street
Miami, Florida
Ph. FR. 7-4481

TANNER’S
Cycle & Mower Shop

BICYCLE SERVICE

PAINTING and SALES

1203 NORTH STATE ROAD 7
West Hollywood, Florida
Teleghone: YU 3-6626

Nichwav Tire And
Auto Service

909 NORTH STATE ROAD 7

YU 3-9763
Rebuilt Generators and
Starters
New, Used and Recapped
TIRES

SPECIAL MOTOR TUNE-UP
$5.95, plus parts

SIDS USED TIRES

New, Used and Recapped
TIRES $3.95 up

305 North State Road 7

SAM’S
Radio - Music & TV

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
Parts — Repairs

AUTO RADIO SERVICE
Bass Fiddles, Drums,
Amplifiers

425 NORTH STATE ROAD 7
West Hollywood, Florida

NEVIL'S

Specializing in

PIT BARBECUE
RIBS and CHICKEN
BEEF and PORK

501 North State Road 7

No Advertising Overhead
LOWEST PRICES IN BROWARD COUNTY

WEST HOLLYWOOD LUMBER GO.

ON STATE ROAD 7

OSBORNE SERVICE & EQUIPMENT

Massey-Ferguson System Tractors & Implements

New Holland Grassland Equipment
DAVIE, FLORIDA

West Hollywood, Florida

IDEAL
CLEANERS

“"Unexcelled
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.7 PUBLIC NOTICE

PL?EASE ACDRESS MICCOSUKEE TRIBAL MAIL
AND CORRESPONDENCE TO:
“EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Miccosukee Tribe of Seminole Indians
P. O. Box 44132, Tamiami Station
Miam:i, :
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Floricta

FLORIDA EXPORT TOBACCO CO.

OPERATING EXPORT STORES

MIAMI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Inbond operation for International Passengers

Ed. Merhige — President

Dry Cleaning Service”

+ PICK UP AND DELIVERY

5201 State Road 7
1 mile north of Indian Reservatior

LU 3-4244




