
Miami-Dade County Labor Market
August marked 22 consecutive months, starting in 
November, 2013, in which Miami-Dade County’s 
seasonally adjusted unemployment rate was higher 
than the national rate. The Miami-Dade rate was 5.9% 
in August, after seasonal adjustment, according to 
household survey data released by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS). This compares to an August rate of 
5.1%, nationwide. The County unemployment rate 
decreased 30 basis points (bps) from July. The number 
of residents unemployed decreased over 3,100 workers 
compared to July, to 76,700 persons, as both the 
County labor force (+2,900) and employment (+6,100) 
increased. The unadjusted August unemployment rate 
for Miami-Dade was 6.3%. Statewide, the seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rate in August was down 20 
bps from July to 5.3%.

Miami-Dade County’s nonfarm payroll employment 
reached 1,118,700 in August, after seasonal adjustment, 
up 2.5% and 27,700 jobs from last August according 
to payroll data released by BLS. Private employment 
rose 2% from last year to 972,600 jobs, with private 
goods producing jobs dropping 3.2% to 73,500 jobs 
and private service jobs up 2.4% to 898,900 jobs. 
Across all industry categories, information services 
has slowed over the last couple of months, but is 
up 5.2% over last August. This was followed by the 

education and health services (+4.9%), leisure and 
hospitality (+4.7%), wholesale trade (+4%), financial 
services (+2.6%), and professional and business 
services (+2%). Manufacturing’s employment, on the 
other hand, dropped 3.5% over the year. Government 
sector employment, after years of declines, increased 
for the second consecutive month, adding 8,800 jobs 
from a year ago (+6.4%).

The National unemployment rate declined 100 basis 
points from last August 2014. Over the year, the 
African American unemployment rate dropped 210 
basis points to 9.5%, despite increasing 40 basis 
points from July. Unemployment among teens showed 
a similar pattern, down 250 basis points from last year, 
yet up 70 basis point from July to 16.9%. Over the year, 
the unemployment rate declined 90 basis points for 
whites to 4.4% and down 80 basis points for Hispanics 
to 6.6%. With respect to education, workers with less 
than a high school diploma found the largest declines 
in the unemployment rate, down 140 basis points from 
a year ago to 7.7%. Those with a high school diploma 
or Bachelor’s degree or higher both saw 70 basis point 
drops year-over-year to 5.5% and 2.5%, respectively.

1

Data Flash
P L A N N I N G  R E S E A R C H  •   D E P A R T M E N T  O F  R E G U L A T O R Y  A N D  E C O N O M I C  R E S O U R C E S

Issue #25 • 2015Addressing the informational needs of the Miami-Dade Community



Data Flash
P L A N N I N G  R E S E A R C H  •   D E P A R T M E N T  O F  R E G U L A T O R Y  A N D  E C O N O M I C  R E S O U R C E S

Issue #25 • 2015Addressing the informational needs of the Miami-Dade Community

2

Miami-Dade County Labor Market Snapshot

http://www.miamidade.gov/business/economic-development


