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The Arch Creek Chronicle is published three times
annually by the Arch Creek Trust, Inc., on behalf of
its members. Membership dues and structure is as
follows; regular, single membership is $10.00 per calen-
dar year as is a family membership covering husband,
wife and dependants under 18 years of age. Individual
life membership is $300.00 once. Corporate endowment
is available for $1000.00 per calendar year.

Business card advertising in the Arch Creek Chroni-
cle is offered for $10.00 per volume issued. Suitable
donations of equal value will be considered as compen-
sation for some advertisers.

All membership, advertising, editorial, contribution
or other requests may be made care of Arch Creek Park.



THE ARCH CREEK CHRONICLE

Volume I, Number 1

The purpoace. of (B Arch Oreck Tryust, a
nob for pROFLE OFrOQEniZabion, i te nreserve,
Protecl apd defend e natural flara, fauha,
Mcheologicnl artlfactke and notural character
of the Arch Creek Area; Tg advise the State
of Florida, Metra-Dade County and/or the City
of North Miami as to how best preserve, pro-
tect and defehd the natural flora, faung,
alcheblaogleal artifacts and natural character
of the Arch Creek Area: and to bring o at-
tentian of the public the needs of the area
and support to those working to preserve it.

Article 1, the by-laws nf the Arch Creek Trust,
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THE LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
by J. Dallds love

1et me take this opportunity to intro-
duce you to The Arch ¢reeck Chronicle. 1n
keebing with olr plipbse o8 an educational,
Npn protat Hyust: [ hiere s 1j0 WebeclE new TO
reach out to our members and those who may
benefit from the work we de than throudgh a
publication such as this, In the pas., the
telephone and the monthiy pbulietin bave been
our tools to base th= Wiord. Now is the idonal
time, with the recent election of hew officers
and Board members, to imprint a style that
Fits their vommitpente. Hith ¢he o5 of A3 10w
Coliry, Tle Bveh Criel Tl E 12 fesD iible
For corry ing on Ay anapiiaiion, =50 £l W
211 will kvow her as 9en Have. 1L 13 1oF IHicE
reason that the past leadership should be
commended in choosing the reconstruction of
tle Natur 1 ILridge a 01 IF FIF | [ riOFily.,
The symbolism cannot be lost on those who
have supported us so generously in the past.
At s Trust, our memberalifo 1ic 'The Bridoae be
Lween those who have known the Arch Creek arec
afid t1e any who will cdme to know it Ghioudgn
time., Thus, The prch CEeck Chronicle, widl
Sseryve o5 © permanent 1eflgétion on dur teseasrch
and observations.

The character of the Arch Creck TrlSE
will change as we welcome the new members
whoee lives parallel ontsiduring ELIS bidie,
Howtver brief on: qacduaintances are, it 15
becduse we rally areund an idea, that we have
come to know one another, The idea 1s that the
natural character of the Arch Creek area has
csomething to teath pe, Something 80 funda-
mental, that we need only to exXpose ourselves
to its presence to be rewarded, It does not
have to be hyped, wrapped, probed, eltered ot
pefliected in any Way ot 18 0 ebpreciate 1t. .
Bub, mankind in our Fimidte Wisdom wWillkE be
forever placing designs on scraps of earth
Shch 0 the 0re wWe d¥e ocpivlusted with, 1 s
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in this context that we must redouble our
effprte to find eotmen dground and work toward
the pame 0o 8, Ihefe il 0lway Le sone
differences of degree between individuals,
but there are bound to be battles ahead with
others with opposite ideals. Our undivided
attention will be required to overcome these
obstacles.

The Arch Creek Chronicle will be the
forum for members te submit their ideas to
the BaocUE v Lgard. Then, & pbligrilies are
set, the leadership 0f the Trust can guide
the membopship iin & conoditod thiust . TF 4o
Cdll pake down our problems and tackle our set
goals in unison, we will realize the greatest
possible success, Out limited dollars will be
used most effoctively under (his prtogram. It
is now my pleasure to serve the members of the
Ateh Creel Irlist as KEditer of Ihe Ghronicle.

Best w1shes,

I
5?\Dalf§% Lojjnﬁ

T EBdrEor
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 1, 1986 Park Liaison Committee
Meeting.
October 6, 1986 A.C.T. Board Meeting.
Oetober (18, 1086 Specidl toUr of the 01d
Cutler archeological site.
October 20, 1986 Regular: A UG . Meeting,
Guest speaker: Barbara
Roberts from The Barnacle.
November 1, 1986 PLANT SALE & FLEA MARKET!
November 3, 1986 A.C.T. Board Meeting.
November 5, 1986 Park lLiaison Committee

Meeting.



November 17, 1986 Begular A.C.,T, Meeting.
. Guest speaker: Bob Carr,

Iade County Archeplogist.

December 1, 1986 A.C.T. Board Meeting.

December 3, 1986 Park Liaison Committee
Meeting.

December 15, 1986 RPoguilar A.C. T, Meeting,
Guest speaker: Joe Podgor,
Dade County Department of
Environmental Resource
Management.

ARCH CREEK PARK UP-DAIE

Paddi Cunningham, Park Naturalist, has
advised Tle Chronicle that o "Trall Buide!® id
now in print for visitors who wish to take a
seli-guided tour of 1Fel) 108 FakEK, Trees
that can be seen along the nature tral can
be identified by matching the numbers in the
booklet with the blue and grey marker posts
dispersed throughout the park. Copies of the
Trail Cuide are availabie at the Nature Cen-
ter/Museum for .25, This 15 B yalliable EOOL
for teaching children and refreshing yout
skills.

The Fall Plant sSale is November 1, 1986,
so you have only four weeks to finish potting
and eleaning up the ones you would like to
donate. Flower cuibing .still have time to
take roob JiF you act tash, Remember that dll
plant material must be at the Park by 9:00 am
sharp so that they may be inspected by the
Florida Agricultural Department and certified
g b0 el B e LT O BT e D
noting this conscientious rule. Information
abgil dvailiahiliby of booths and vencel rulies
may be obtained by calling these numbers: 751
650, 821.810/5 o1 [08-118a, If %Ol DUEL leave
A message, be sure Lo have a numbet where
you may be reached at various hours.



PLANT PROFILE
The Marsh Milkweed

the Margh JMilkweed, Asclepiag incarnata,
may be found bleoming in Ateh Creek Park from
July through September. One example can be
seen on the trail between the Nature Center
and the shade house. Unlike its dry prairie
relative, the medicinal A. tuberosa, the Marsh
Milkweed has a bicolor flower, with red outer
petals and yellow centers. The leaves are
smooth to velwety, with straight margins and
Eaper to a point. The commoen Butterfly Milk-
weed, on the otherhand has an orange flower
and uses hairy leaves with a8 ruffled margin
as a means of preserving moisture in the dry
habitat it prefers.,

Dseveral species of butterflies, notably
the Mpnarch, use milkweeds as host ta their
larvel stage. The nectar attracts a widey
rapge of adult inpecto. Thus, all 0f the many
Asclepias are superb bait for wildlife by
forming the ground floor of one food chain.
While the Marsh Milkweed may occasionally be-
come ravaged by chewing insects, they make nup
T0f Lhat by being yrol ifiec 50ed bearer: and
freely branching from below the point of any
major damage.

The latex produced in the leaves and the
cambium layer of the skin is comparable in
gquality to that of the Pious, In times of
shortages, the old research is dug up to re-
veal how fickle people are in choosing which
plants have "commercial valiue " The l1atex
€an be digtilled to make hyirocarbons lof
fuel and rubber., The windborne seed umbrellas
are moisture resistant and have successfully
been used as a goose down replacement.

If you wish to naturalize the Marsh
Milkweed in your vard as an attractant for
milnlarn, ol o 0l L L i Lo oy
There will be fifly 01 more specimens at the
L Bl Bt e e (o gl e



FOCAL POINT
The Tarpon

Viegitors te Arch Urecek may have noiiced
an unusual amount of commotion in the pools
dEouUnd Ele i ddge voealt LUcEion, T et
of duckweed periodically parts to reveal the
silvery roll of the Tarpon, Megalops atlantica.
Turned on its side, the metallic hued scales
reflect Ehe sun 1ike a mirror Lo grab Your
attention. With a oplach, the Tarpon rol =
when striking for a meal, during courtship,
or for no apparent Feasoh at all, Perhaps they
are the exhibitionists of the fish vorid.

Tarpon inhabit the Gulf and Atlantic
coasts of Florida, frequently moving into the
brackish waters of Florida Bay and river es-
tuaries, Arch Cieek is an idedal locatien for
Ehiese migratione, Growing to cight rect, 1l
Tarpon it Ledt kaown e g soa0rE el yhote
aggressive attitude earns the respect of those
who hook one. The frolicking roll and "never
B8] Bie! fagbt lmpotkEs A cElGe OF il ERaL
is missing from our urban lives.

To enjoy the methodical antics of the
Tarpon, simply find a qguiet spot to =it, south
of the railroad trestle at Arch Creek. Under
cover of the canopy of duckweed, they v
oblivious to any motion above. Therefore the
Tarpon hit the surface up to twice each minute
near the Florida Water Management District
dam. And occasionally elsewhere north of that
point, At night, Hanlover Piel pute on o good
Tarpon show with four to five footers ertising
the pilings. With a quick flick of their body
they send out a beacon from the available
light on the pier, Whether it is day or night,
nov is the time to experience the Tarpon at
it flnes . Boon they may leave their shallow
water haunts to seek out warmer waters.



through their generous support have made this issue

of The Arch Creek Chronicle possible.
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EEATURE ARTICLE
Considerations fol [he Ceaontic Mill Site

With the designation of Areh Creck Arehe-
ologicaligite ih the Nationdl Register, The
Arch Creek Trust must direct some attention
to the idea of reviving the Coontie Mill. This
structure and the engineering precedent it
represents, wds singled out by The Dade His-—
toric Trust as a major consideration in its
selection. In that there is some disagreement
in Whot the building regembiee L 1] L0 cup
Lo tha Jriicr B0 dccllre Ehal dny effart: Fo
Feconstruct the Coontie Mill ic in line with
our educational goals.

The first question to be answered is how
best to show visitors and future generations
the importance of Coontie production in South
Florida. The methods, finished product and
the particulars of the Arch Greek Site should
be told. Will our eontempoeraries be able o
understand the concepts without being exposed
to the physical structure?! €an the ideds and
spirit of the Gopntie Mill be achieyed in the
absence of a reconstructed building? There is
equal weight for either argument.

The one ingredient that must be present
in any scenario is the use of running water
to inspire and set the imagination free, The
Mill sluice should be excavated to become the
water attraction of Arch Creek Park. Running
Watelr represents power, nature!s force, ag vell
AsitrangmEi ity iy its sound Combine tHece
vittues with a functional water wheel, and man
harmonizes with nature to enhance life. Wind
may be used to raise the Creek water to the
height of the sluice run since damming it is
unacceptable by any means. As the wind works
in a cyclic manner, it may demonstrate to our
visitors that progression is achieved with
pitience, Bie nolmral Fespglicos and unigue lo-
€ition of Arch Grepk Park can lend us insight
into our everyday lives.

The original Mill spanned the entire width
of B T Lary Trail cg 2L B Eplic 1o
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going to obstruckt the intended purpose of the
current bridage weconctruction, That i ag @
pedestrian hridge” across Areh Creek. Some
madific Lion ¢f Lhe Coontie Mil) mus: Lngie
fore be acceptable. Considering the proximity
of the Florida East Coast Railroad tracks, it
is guestionpble whether it would be prudent to
suggest placing a dwelling there. Restrictipns
on how close an occupied dwelling may be to
the Railway would be difficult to argue against
let alone insure. 1t is unreasonable to think
£l 0 Biilioad ml hat will nol ooenr (NEER Rl
projocted lifetime of the bullding. Iecologic-
ally, the fragile natural oolite limestone on
the banks of the Arch Creek may not be able

to withstand the impact of still another pro-
ject., The unblemished surfaces must be less
Lo Flite el 0F Bl Original By this
time.

Should a compromise be reached concerning
the gize, location, safety and such, the final
d951gn must incorporate several ideas: first,
is the educational demonstralion of Coontie
pitoductim , ftollowed by the use of VALEE AS
a power source to crush and squeeze Coontie
roote into a product that will yield ¥ starch
in it,. 1f the purpose were to simply el & he
story, that 'has been accomplished, A mUS@um or
publication will be adeguate to show visitors
{the methods used. On the other hand, if one
wants to demonstrate engineering concepts that
harmonize with nature as our pioneers learned
they must, tlen the gears musi Eurn in order
tp elicit a similar response in us.

One need that has been expressed by the
Doark cfafr e Lot 06 addiiCiondl | Scelte stol
age. Any desiqn lhat places a permanent dwel -
ling in Arch Creek Park should satisfy this
need to prevent the cluttering of Lhe land-
scape with temporary sheds. Tools that are
presently stored in the Museum, the shadehouse
and the shed can be centralized for acclurate
inventory. Ttems that ate lUsed only occasion-
Ally, nlcl L B Lra e, o Le Lanioved
from the Museum and placed in storage.



Anothey priterion o recanckfiiting the
Coontie Mil1l 18 Lhe‘vise 6F period naterials
and techniques. Whis Bee bhoon done with Bhe
Museum in e superb manner. In the teaching
process, how 15 much licre imuorcaill (gl hat |
Lbos 0 OF UNELIlEn e Eagns DE e L0l 01
£ b Lord T anlUn L ee gl Dl sl s,
‘rust could oadd heritage séminecs 0 pilt o
the senf npual Pigil & ¢ @ 3 el - £ pro-—
WMOLE Brch C1cel Pa s, BRdlding Loy e o0
Ol of the trades that have been traditionally
Landed town Ly ywerd aftd e2 e Phie 1 o
in Lthe best interect OF Lhe rommiunity for the
ALCH L1l Wit Eo ediceer | 1B ] ool 0
Mill as @n artive educationat tool.

Our resolve should not be dampened in the
Eevent that We gre uiabide to build the Coont ic
Mill. An exposed water wheel and perhaps some
L of FEiie it aiould achieve the tuibose
the Trust. Regdrdiess of the Final sutcome, it
ie preferable that fhnciion e hidiilinhied
rather than petrified artifacts. Hands on ex-
perianee GO ER BE it e PR 1o ]
show us the shortcuts discovered by the pio-
neers Hhe laboratory for these discoveries
does B Have to have walls. In mohy reespecls,
this mode of experimentation may be the more
authentic method.

Caontie todks may 'Le criuched ‘' using Lho
Wdater wheel te thin rollers, THE re ullbing
pulp may be boiled to dissolve the starch so
thet 1t con be el1aivied tiom Lhe 10 diL1
fiber. The excecs WAl er Hidy be rédnoved with
Lhe aid of he =ulle B8 couf ¢ U Lel e ub
stituyte For actual Coontie roots can be used
for vhe cdicabianal ecmonstration .

1he use of wind, waler and =wn, 311 in
Phima e B R0 Gl el e b e L
our South Florida heritage. Even the use of
Elan B g L LE COBE R e BEl g ool ol
had the Coontie nol been exploited to the
point of being statrre. These acsets can be set
to work to capture the imaginations of Park

9



visitors. At the same time, we may set an ex-
Allle an o Loy Mo g Do Wil mature
without forfeiting.our need to progress. By
this means, thHe Trust will show urban economy
side by side with Park ecology.

There will be a glaring need to make the
Ltk a0l 8 a 6ilyie Uil 0B 1L Dyl 1 O
completed, Unless we wish the crities tog say
we hove byill o Lridg: Lo rowhere, 1he Loonl e
Ml 0 yiil en g e o0 ool 11 L BRI L G
thu ~imply i1 BIGEOLie pieE B e OHE ST
thiete 05 the ecrap 0! Park lopd wesl of LI
bridge that is isolated and unaccounted.

To emphasize the bridge as the focus of
Arch Crepk Paitk, 4l 15 necessary Lo give 1t
more Function. One idea that is econsistent
with the goals of the Trust is to in fact make
the bridge "center stage." By taking advantage
of iLs gencrous agidth, visihl l1Ey and aestiet:
ics, the bridge can accommodate the interpre-
tive functions of both the Park and Trust on
J g d sl 0D 1Led Be, In LRis conteoxt, (BC
Goontie Mill must not detract from that poten
Elol. 1he 100l 0 pcomal Bt o thie bniom
as a stage would be a sloped earth berm on the
west side of Arch Creek. By providing a seat
with a view, the bridge utility is enhanced.

An corth berm will provide ddditienal
Alvay L e Ul @ ] 0f ey P B §5 oW
trains and the street; protecting any of the
artifacts buried there from exposure and van-
dals: act as a dike to prevent toxic material
and polliuted run-off from entering the Creek;
and add hHeight to trees planted there so that
their effectiveness is increased.

Multiple, flexible use isS the theme for
Hny plans thHat dre approved feor hich Greek
Park. With the mandabte to be revenue gener-—
ating, the Trust may make suggestions such as
these where development upholds our education-
Al chavrrer, B poEitive cdch Flow for e BHik
protects manpower and material needs, thus en-
S g TR aT0r 0 of BB i B 1R D,
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JHE ABCH CRBEER JRUST

STANDING COMMITTEES

 FARRK 1 IJATSON COMMIVIEE REDRESHMENT GOMMITHRE

Elmore Kerkela, * Carol Helene, =
Carol Helene Alberta Kerkela
Alton Rogers Doris Thomeasi
Doris Thomasi Betty Thompson
BYLAWS COMMITTEE RIANTE SANE COMMITIEE
Maureen Harwitz, * Susan Weiss, *
Charles Easton Athenia Dohm
Elmore Kerkela Alberta Kerkela
Burnham Neill
BRIDGE COMMITITEE Tom Parfford
Alton Rogers
Alton Rogers, * Henriette Roth
Charles Easton
Elmore Kerkela PUBLICATION COMMITTEE

Jd. Dallas love
Henriette Roth, *
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J. Dallas Tove, Editer
Susan Weiss Betty Thompson

* Denotes Chairpersons.

NEW MEMBERS

Stephen & Brenda Roop

Additional copies of The Arch Creek Chronicle
may be purchased for $1.00, payable to the Arech
Greek Trust, Ine., and maliled 1in eare of Arch
Creeck Park,
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