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National Immigration Forum

FAX MEMORANDUM
March 31, 1998

To: Haitian Working Group

Fr:  Jocelyn MaCalla
Christina Foley

Re:  Reminder of “Share the Cost” Conference Call Friday, April 3, at 2:00p.m.
(Eastern Time); Reminder to Send Names to be Added onto Conference
Call; Washington Post Editorial and other Clips

Please call Qamar Abdi, (202) 544-0004 ext. 43, if you do not receive 8 pages

CONFERENCE CALL REMINDER

The next Haitian Working Group conference call will be Friday, April 3, at 2:00p.m.
(Eastern Time).

To get on the call, dial (703) 736-7308 and ask for the National Immigration
Forum conference call.

To join the call you must have an account code. Please call Qamar Abdi at
(202)544-0004 ext. 43 by 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 2, to get an account code or if
you have forgotten your code. You will not be permitted on the call without a code.

SEND IN NAMES

On the last conference call, we decided to broaden the list of folks on the call. Don’t
forget to send names of individuals you feel should be added to the call. You need to
get the information to Christina Foley by the close of business on Wednesday so we can
invite them and so they will have time to set up an account code. Please call Christina
at (202) 544-0004 ext. 41, email her at ¢foley@immigratiopforum.org, or fax her at

(202) 544-1905. Please be sure to include their pame. organization, phone number and
fax number.
ARTICLES ATTACHED

Attached are additional articles on the Haitian rally and legislation. Included are
editorials from the Washingron Post and the Miami Herald.

220 | Street, NE #220 « Washington, DC 20002-4362
202-544-0004 * Fax: 202-544-1905
URL: http://www.immigrationforum.org
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WASHINGTON — Eighteen-
year-old Cymthia Dessin woved to
Miami A age 3. Today, the high
school graduate is forbidden from
putiing hec oducation to work
becayse she is also an ilicgal immi-
gram, lacking either 2 proper visa
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% onto buses and vans in Little Haiti
U{on Sunday with the united cause
% of raising awareness about thou-

*ﬁiomcn who they believe were left
. gut of recent immigration laws.

kg~ Destination: Washington, D.C.
%= About 500 people leR Miami in
L¥ caravan of seven buses and 1§
kR3ans for the 22-hour bus ride.
EfThey will pick up another 500
B Eorda Haitians and advocates on
; way before joining thousands

4day to demand that lawmgkers
nignt residency — as Nicaraguans

{ Guatemalans, Salvadorans an

Some Cubans received last year.

«» AmONg those who Jelt Sunday
. pere lawyers missing trials and
Dusiness leaders closing shops,
joined by their children and hope
_IDg to send this country’s leaders &
message,

“We need equal wreatment,”
said Marieine Bastien, president
of Fanm Ayisyen Nan Miyami
: (Haitian Women of Miami), one
of the groups that helped plan the
teip. Bastien couldn’t make the

Ly

_trip herself becavse of business.

5.sands of thelr countrymen and

bof others at a rally on Capitol Rill’
ant Haitians extended perma- -

“Famllies who have lived hcre
for years should be able to stay
here and contribute 1o this great
society we have," she said.

The mass gathering will begin at
1 p.m. on the Capitol's west lawn
and Include congressional speak-
ers, including U.S. Sen. Bob Gra-
ham and U.S. Rep. Carrie Mesek,
both D-Miami, who have spon-
sored bills that would grant Hai-
tians residency rights equal to
other immigrant groups.

The Miami Haitians will be
joined by others from Chicege,

hiladelphia, Boston, New York
and other cities across the couns

try.
’ rin a second attempt to spot-

light the exclusion of Haiuans
from legislation that granted
150,000 Niceraguans permanent
residency and provided deporta-
tion relief to more than 250,000
Nicaraguans and some Cubgns. In
November, several dozen Hai-
tiang, mostly from South Florida,
staged & smailer rally in Washing.
ton,

If nothing comes of today's
rally?

*“We will continue to fight,”
Bastien said. “We were never
handed anything on & silver plat-
ter in this country, The fight will
goon."
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HAITIANS TO RALLY FOR BENEFITS

IMMIGRANTS - Newsday (NDAY) STORY 238

NEWS

HAITIANS TO RALLY FOR BENEFITS

Merle English

979 Characters

03/21/98

(Copyright Newsday Inc., 1998)

Seeking equal treatment, Haitians from around the country will

rally in Washington on Monday to demand immigration benefits given to
Nicaraguans and Cubans. The Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central
American Relief Act Congress passed in 1997 made Nicaraguans and
Cubans eligible for permanent residency if they were in the United
States before Dec. 1, 1995. "Like Nicaraguans, Haitians fled
political strife and persecution," said Jocelyn McCalla, executive
director of the New York-based National Coalition for Haitian Rights.
"They have obeyed U.S. laws and made great contributions to American
society." Between 20,000 and 40,000 Haitian asylum seekers and
immigration parolees need the relief, McCalla said.

ENTER A STORY NUMBER, OR PRESS (RETURN) TO RETURN TO THE HEADLINES.

Source: Newsday (N.Y.), March 21, 1998
Copyright © 1998 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved. DOWIONES ik Page 1




12:35 MAR 31, 1998 TO: GEPSIE METELLUS FR: CHRISTINA FOLEY #14298 PAGE: 8/8
> MAR 31 ’98 12:18PM P.8/8

Dow ]ones Interactive™

HAITIANQ DEMONSTRATF AGAINST IMMIGRATION DISCRIMINATION

IMMIGRANTS - The Seattle Times (SETL) STORY 107

NEWS

HAITIANS DEMONSTRATE AGAINST IMMIGRATION DISCRIMINATION
WILLIAM E. GIBSON

SUN-SENTINEL, SOUTH FLORIDA

1748 Characters
03/24/98

(Copyright 1998)

WASHINGTON - Thousands of Haitians streamed to the steps of the
U.S. Capitol today to show their political muscle and shout for
equal treatment under immigration law.

Alarmed by turmoil in their homeland and angered by what they
consider discrimination in this country, the demonstrators demanded
that Congress create a general amnesty for those who fled Haiti
before December 1995. An estimated 100,000 Haitians are potentially
subject to deportation unless Congress acts.

The immigration controversy has become a rallying point in the
Haitian-American community, inspiring pride and anger among
established citizens, not just those who live in legal limbo.

"If the Haitian people do not receive equal treatment, which we
believe we deserve, we who are citizens of the United States will
vote out some of the congressmen," said Jean Renelus of Fort
‘Lauderdale, Fla.

Haitians watched in frustration last year when Congress bypassed
their pleas and enacted a law that granted legal residence to
Nicaraguan immigrants who had fled the leftist Sandinista regime.
That law also allowed thousands of Guatemalans and Salvadorans to
remain in this country.

Haitians claim they should be given the same treatment.

The Senate Judiciary Committee will consider a bill next month
that would allow about 40,000 Haitians to remain in the United
States legally while seeking asylum. The bill is sponsored by
Florida Sens. Bob Graham, a Democrat, and Connie Mack, a Republican.

ENTER A STORY NUMBER, OR PRESS (RETURN) TO RETURN TO THE HEADLINES.

Source: Scattle Times, March 24, 1998
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