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National Immigration Forum 

To: Haitian Working Group 

Fr: Jocelyn MaCalla 
Christina Foley 

FAX MEMORANDUM 
March 31, 1998 

Re: Reminder of "Share the Cost" Conference Call Friday, April 3, at 2:00p.m. 
(Eastern Time); Reminder to Send Names to be Added onto Conference 
Call; Washington Post Editorial and other Clips 

Please call Qamar Abdi , (202) 544-0004 ext. 43, if you do not receive 8 pages 

CONFERENCE CALL REMINDER 
The next Haitian Working Group conference call will be Friday, April 3, at 2:00p.m. 
(Eastern Time). 

To get on the call, dial (703) 736-7308 and ask for the National Immigration 
Forum conference call. 

To join the call you must have an account code. Please call Qamar Abdi at 
(202)544-0004 ext. 43 by 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 2, to get an account code or it 
you have forgotten your code. You will not be permitted on the call without a code. 

SEND IN NAMES 
On the last conference call, we decided to broaden the list of folks on the call. Don't 
forget to send names of individuals you feel should be added to the call. You need to 
get the information to Christina Foley by the close of business on Wednesday so we can 
invite them and so they will have time to set up an account code. Please call Christina 
at (202) 544-0004 ext. 41, email her at cfoley@immigrationforum.org. or fax her at 
(202) 544-1905. Please be sure to include their name, organization. phone number and 
fax number. 

ARTICLES ATTACHED 
Attached are additional articles on the Haitian rally and legislation. Included are 
editorials from the Washingron Post and the Miami Herald. 

220 I Street, NE #220 • Washington, DC 20002·4362 
202-544-0004 • Fax: 202-544-1905 

URL: http://www.immigrationforum.org 
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THE_ HERALD, WEONESOAY, ~ -CM 2J., 1918 

,i ·, . 
}laitians deserve equity 

t be South Flot-: Plori •• , U.S .. Sena. . 
· ida. Haitian, · · .:Fiil CINlf.SS .,., ~ ·OmJlo-

who rode In "'!....-. Ion•~ Hai . ~ and · Cc,Jlnlo 
· ·; sevah buaea to wish·- · . · uin: e- tia1l Mact. Republican, are· 

! · 1nat011;0.c, to .. I i.limiipmlu same lepl ·clllOIUI• • measure 
· J~t•m• ~Y oa ~ ltatlll 81 u~..,. ... ;I"; · t at would 1ive 

ite~ Monday . •~r.- aam•ty ~Y to most 
ari.Jl&hting the cause. · . . or ~ 40,000 HaitilDI 

; o&ibefr life. They are liking Coqress to . affected by ~ Presideiit'a directive. Ml. 
· gi,e Jhem hope for a future in tbe COUD- Me,k thihk4 that lier bill bu no cbanai; 

: ~ms. they work. pa__y tu~ ind ~ave . bv.t s1ao•1 OOUIIWII OD the Sona&e. . 
! ralllDd cb1ldra. some for 1 -aecac1e. · ne Orabam-Mact meuure wowd · 

I ~t 1,500 Haitians ~ aslrlq provide IOIDe relief but ltill denf Ill lltl­
~11 co Jet them apply for areen mated l00..&900 Haltlua. many m South· 

!' ~ -· and thus opn the door to iek- Florida. 1 acy will face deportation. 
in'f.:.citi.zenship. Last fall Conateu Some ~ \IP here. Their ~ ia 

I .- doot for lhoulanda ol CCII- J!aalilll, their cultunl lia >-mcncan. · 
t ~·:Americans who In the 1980s Oed U~der old imaiiarulo11 ruJa, th9 

UDism a.ad ci\'il atri!e. Con~ mipt bavo been a6lc to apply for citi­
·' oded Hai,~ to the di.szilay of U.S. msbip after livin& bcrc NVal yean. No 

·R ~ Carrie t,Jcck.. D-~iami. ·· · · . •Ol'.9; Conpaa ~tdled tllo rules OG 
Decembor 1997. PieJidcllt Cmton them and olhar ali4i81 thaob to a perva­

• directive that ~vtnt• for a live new uti-~t mood. 
~ ~e dcpattatibn ori 1bt 40,000 Deportiq lo•-time Haitian rcsi- · 
ans who either b•v~ DUoled dents coulcl cripple Haiti, already 

i tb{J ~llY Q1.. wbO a . ed Tor uy- im~criabed and politica!ly \IDltable. 
lu foie 1996, while Con · worked Ha1tiana bere aen4 up to s,oo million to 
on the istuc. nat wu 'Y~come bv.t left Haiti yearly, llidjq jtl economy .. 1t•1. 

about 100,000 Ha&tu1111· who lack DODICIUO - from humane and dip.lo-. 
ar immigration· 1tatua, sal! Ms. matic atandpoi.Dta - to deny so many . 

k . . Sbc bu introduced a bill that who call tbe United Statoa bome a fair 
I would grant amnesty to all Haitians. chance to make that ientime:Dt lepl. . 



;f 
-:~ . -.·.· 
~~ 

----~-.. , 
-:•.\ 
. :..• 

:~~ .. 
·-~- . 

··:::. 
- · •.: 

. . .... . 
Iii,• I I ("• • • l"YJl:.J • ••• ••• ._ •• ~ill!ftlalii~~ •. . 

'·A:··ptatlJr~amnes,~i//f!/$,~~' 
.- . -·: . . . 

-Haitians demonstrate _in Wash4igton: f<;>r:•~ ~~-
• • ' · I ' ' • , • ~ • • • • , I 

· .. ;. --; 
. I• - I 

. .. 

a,CMOUIOW I El 8 
MsWIISldWrillr 

WASHINGTON - F..gbteen­
year-old Cyw\lbia Dasin IIIOYed to 
Mia:ni al a,e J. T~, lhc high 
school gtadaacc i.s f'orbidden from 
J>9Cting hec oducation to ·work 
because she iii aboan ilkpl imm..­
gcUI&. lackir,c ei&hcr a ,.-opcr visa 
or M>tk pumil. 

So, with liu~on the prize. the 
recctt gr.Ida.ale of Daip & 
Aldlit.ectat1e Scoior Hip Sdlool 
joitd hndled1 ol adle, Haitians 
from acroas the nation Mooday on 
tlle back steps of Coogaea -
dc:nlanding immigration am~ 
for CbemtelTI:S nd lhca' ~, 

An estimated 1.500 
~ts. legal rcsidails in 

· - Miami. -i-ty father -'; I ~le 
imow ·whcre my atGtbu is." ·-· ···• . 

An estimared 1.soo 1-qitaam, 
inckldina seven bllsJoads fi:udl. 
South, Florida, staged the lunch-

· Haitians, including 
seve11'ln,sloadsfrom 
South Florida, staged 
the la,u;Jui,u ,ally. _ 

men. 
·•1 doll'twaal logo back beca1l9e 

I doa"t bow anybody ~ I 
bucly tpeak the knguagru It's a _ 
country I don~ bow. I fed like an 
American akeady," said the 
young woman who lives ""?th her 

Cime dcl.llonSIDtioP. II was meant 
Co shOW" ·,upport for legislation 
, ... would grant _p,eA cat1ls. tile 
symbol of Lr.pl JICffllBOClll resi­
dmcJ. to 40.000 to Jl0.000 lw­
tiiam living in dais . CCNAII)', 
dqxacling on die bill. 

ASeoalevcnioa.spoasorcdby 
Florida's Bab Gnbam. tbc Dcmo­
ml, and Coonic Mack, the 
lupebl..icaa. wvuld gin amnesty 
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., aitiill~ r~tY; -'f:i'IS.~.~ 
: •(~r legal· res!~ency 

!'_AfTIA.NI, FROM ti · . . .... ;· ·,11,· ,./ . . d 
· lo itl, Haitilft who wa1 lcplly_ It\ ... · :· -~• ,s,VI green C(J'f: ... S . 

,t a:~~,rt~ea&e~·:.~P'91i!-''tolficarai,ians;~~4 

tfon-au-Prln"-bom Dea1in,w0\lld Cubam and oth;r~: 
. !'01 be ~.rn.ona them. More s~ · , · , . ·:, 
\.s.. 1~ J~llation, prop(?sed by Rep. . Central Americans. 
~~~.~•me Meek, O.Miaml, would · ' ·. I· 
,i,.,ij~e aree11 cards to a m~cb wider We must have f ,'• 
l.b, lfO\.lP or Haitian,, includlna De,. .. __ ., ._. . ' I. h ' 
~t!i~i both documcnte.( t.nd flltpl . amnesty /Or t e i. 

~;¥eek •.~out~ to the cheerin1, ... n~~ _tans. . · : _ ... I~ Power to the Haitian s,eopl~," r.i · •t • ' 1 

. .. crowd. We aave areen cards to . · ·. ·_. .. : CAMIE~ -
~C&ri&Uans and C~bans and ':"' ·{·. . Niimi cona,_ 
. · .. ~tber Centtll Amencana. w, · , · __:_• 
'L: must have amneaty for tbe Hal-· son T Co 1, < · Al. 1 · , 
, tian1." . · 0 . "~ m ~ · en, 
:·;: Meek and other mc.ubm of the re;ad Ollt.: 'D!-d Lohunbut need a 
:. Con1resaional Black Caucua areen cardr eske~ •~other4-♦ 
. · unsu,ccssr ully sought to Include h\111 banner ••id:.. Eq~aJ Tflllt:' 
. Haiti-n1 in I mcas\lre mastct- ment tor H&1t1ans. ~- . 1,,-'!'• 
/ minded Jut aeulon by Rep Lin- A woman named Jud1t~, ·I!', . 
··~coln Diaz-Balart R-Mlanu · That w~o uked tbat het full n~e pJ'l 
'.'"~ct gave areen ca.rd, 10 I Sl.000 be u~ed. becaiae lht i1 here l~~ 
r Nicar11u1n1 and Cubans and lill1, 1&1d sh~ h11 UvcdJn .SoJ(b, 

. i'.,.apared other Central Amerian1 Flonda fbr nine ye~, .J~cludlfla, 
·'· from deportation. hm fint five montb1 an. ~11 ~, · 
~1i~'Haltian advoc:atu araue tl\at Uy at _tho Krome-I>etentaoc ~ ; 
: th.c_y ought to be entitled to proteo. ter5. , : .~t: 

· \,:ti.on from dcponation, too. Pmi• be dadn't uode~,and, she ~. 
:deni Chflton h11 issued I limited· why lbe.waao't tnhded to J)trwJt-: 

Jc ~ole¢tion, ealted Deferred nent retiddlce. : ,:cut 
(.._ Enforced Oepenure. to gjve Con- .. I've been working hard, pay{ftJ . arcss _time to QOfllider the ditTer- tuat said the part-ttme le~llriW ' 
-: ent bills. . cuara and pan-tim.~ maid wKo: 
, .J. In lntervlCWI ~t the depion1tra• came to Waahin,ton · with 116f 
: tio~ ~eek cand!dly admitted that l·)'ur■old Am1ri1:an-bom dauah-
1 . .her bill wa, unlikely to reach the ter at her aide. "1 don't know -.-lt~ 
j '. House Opor, betau,e Jmmigration t can't have my grten cllrd,t' . r.t-. 
·:· . -Su~commlttN Chairman Lamar • ,ti',' f Sm1th, R-Tex11, oppoaa it. But, Uesstn was. asked whether JM 
:.i · Jhe said, she was hopef'ul that thouabt th~ tnp - o~ a bus f ~ 

'

. with th, supPoft of Sen. !dwar~ SoutL Fl~da ~vctnt8ht Sundi-Y ... 
•. Kennedy, D-"Maat. the Orahaffl• back ~ M11ro1 on an overn~slt.J: 
· Mack measure co11\d be acoepted bua tnp Monday - was time •11 

by the S~nate, sent to the House spent. . u.:~ 
· · and modified to btlp more than "Woll 1£ tome conaroasman~ciT 

~- t~e _40,000 Haitians the Senate anoUlor \1 Ji1tenlnJ.,. ahe aaid, 184-
.. VOBIOn _covers. • turin& to the Capitor1 wrute 

• The 1tens camed by the tro~d, washed dome. ' 'But, if tbere's'..'ho 
who sometimes thanted in Creole, one lhtenina or V1atchln1, •· ,he 
aouahr to make their coltectlvt said renectively, "i1'1Just like )'ell-i ~~se: "To my neighbor, I'm a ger- ina at a wall." · ' :-. , ., 

.. 

' ,: . '::. ', ,. ',' . •,·. ,:_ ' : ' .. 
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~. aitil\n~ r~tf~ lf:i'fS.~.~ 
; ·• (()r legal· resi4~ncy 
• , ' . · • [.~ H, •' 
• • • ;. • , •, •. :,t. ~ · • 

MAITIANI, FROM 11· . . . .' :· ·•·,u•··, •.•,....---. •.---•d-
, jc, i\1, Haitian who was leplly_ If\ -'.·.:-.~• ,s_,VI g,_een Cf'~ ... S . 

·-······. . 't a:~::trt~0 ifec~•:. ~Pfg,,! .. tolf icarapiJns ;~~~ 

tfon-au-Prln"-born Dea1in,w0\lld Cubam and oth,r~: 
. ~01 be ~mona them. More s~ · • · , . ·:, 
r l'i,i l~ l~llatian, PfOp(?sed by R.ep. . Central Americans . 

. \' P-~~.~•me Meek, :O.Miaml, would . · • ·. I· 
;~ .ij!'e aree11 cards lO I m1,1cb wider We must have f ... 

·~~'t~ ~~it.:'.:'.'.,~~:1l"8=f Q,i,nesty for the 1 · 

I~• Power to the Haita&n s,e c .. r.i · •t • 1 , 
i}leek shouted to the cheerina . . n(l_l lOns. · . - ... 

_ .. crowd. "We live ateen cards ta · ·. · ·: ·.:.:: · CAMIE~-
~Cariauans and Cuban, and - .;i . . , Niimi COftQl'lll\lfO 
. · ,other Centtll Americans. We · •, . , ~ · < must have amnesty for tbe Hai-- '""n .,.0 ContteH I' <. Al. I . , 
' tian1." . - · ,, , .. ~;--;; m ~ - en, 
:• ::; Meek and other meinbm of the rr:ad OG~ ~d Colwnbut need a 
:. Con1renional Btack Cauc\ll green card"r aske~ •~other-,. ♦ 
. · unsucccs,fully sought to include hup banner ••id: .. Eq~aJ Tr.&:' 
. Haiti~n• ii\ a measure mastct- ment tor Haitaus. ~- . i."!"• 
,;')ninded Jut aeulon bf Rep. Lin- A woman named Judit~, ··kh . 

. coin Di12-Balan R•Mianu That w~o aaked tbat .her full n~e P..fi 
~•c:t gave areen ca.rds 10 l 53.000 be u~ed. beca111e lht it here l~-: 
1, Nicaraauan, and Cubans and 1111)', 1&1d sh~ hat UvcdJn .South 

. ;,;'1pared other Central Ameri~nJ FJonda. f'or n,ne ye~, J~cludfftl­
.:• from deportation. her first five montb1 an. ~11 ~-. · 
,)i~'Haitian advocatu araue tl\at try at _tho Krome-I>e\ent1oc ~~ 
~they oupt to be entitled to protee> ter5. , : .ut: 

· \;ti.on from deponation, 100• Preti• be didn't vnde~&and, she ~. 
:dent CJi!lton ha, iuued a limited· why abe,waan't entuled to l'Crwrt-: 
~ ~ote¢tion, called Deferred nent falddlcc. . ,:-ut. 
;~.., 'Enforced Oepanure. to g.ivt Con- ••&'ve been working hard, pay{fta 
. 'gRss _time to consider the differ- tuat said the part-time te~"rlW' 
-: ent bills. . cuara and pan-time maid wKo: 

1 
.J. ID lnterview1 ~t the depion1tra• came to W11hin1to0 · with 11,r 

i t1011i ~eek cand!dly admitted that 8-;rear-old Am,ric:an-bom dau&h• 
I . .her b1U wa, unhkely to reach the ter at her aide. "1 don't know -wtf~ 
j ·. House flpor, bK&uce lmmigration t can't havt my grten Cllrci.\'. ~. 

. ;._.. ' '. · ·<>:· ., ... ;-·. '.-:} 'l f~~~l¥~:.~~:.: ,!:4:u~~ Uesstn wu,uked wbetb'tr 't 
ii · .she u.id, she was hopeful that thouabt th~ tnp - op a bus f ~ 

'

. with th, support of Sen.. !dwara Soutli Fl~da ~vetrnpt Sundj,y_.. 
-. Kennedy, 0-'"Mus. tbc Oraham• back ~ M1at111 on an o~ern~sli.t 

I 
· Mack rneasurt could be acoepted. bua trip Monday - was tame •11 

by the S~nate1 tent to the House spent. . u.:~ 
· · and modlfitd to help more than "Woll i( tome oonarossman~cit" 

1 

~- t~e .40,000 Haitians the Senate anoUlor \1 Ji1tenln1, .. she aaid, t,J.a-
.. vor51on covers. turin& to the Capitol's w67tc 

• The siens carried by the crowd, washed dome. ''But, if tbere•s~o 
who sometime& chanted in Creole, one lhtenina or wa,chlna, •• she 

? souaht to make thsir collec:tlve said reflectively, "ic'1Jus1 like »ell-
{ ~~se: "To my neighbor, I'm a per- in& at I wall." · • :-. j 

• 

.. 

,, 
. . ,: . ': .. ,, , . . , . . ~... ,: . ' : . . . 
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::nf.,a·: 
.·i, ,1 , • • ;J(.H. f,j~ . 1 

a1t1ans··. ra 
• , 

~9 gain rights 
, , .,, .. ,,.,,, .. ,,. :-:p residericy 

o,, . . .. J• • 

. ~·· .~RtCIC.l~VIS .••famllla whi:, have li-.·ed here 
· tld StaH Writer for years should be able to stay 

.. -l«ir.drcds er Haitians climbed here and contribute to 1hi1 great 
. onto buses and vanli in Little Haiti society we have,° she said. 
on Sund:iy with the united eauH The mass gatherina will bea)n at 

, ···pr raising a',llarei:iM1 about thou• l ~.m, Ot\ 1hc Capitol't lllleSl laWJ'I 
~~~nd$ of their countrymen and ,nd lndu4e con&resslonal spe.ak4 

~ -women who 1he~ believe were len · era. ir1clu.dina U.S. Sen. Bob Grl• 
ij.•··u; .~{ recent immi5ration law,. han, and U.S. Rep. Carrie Meek, 

D C both 0-Mlami, who have spon-. . Destination~ Washington, . • sottd bills that would ara,nt Hai• 
:About jQO people lel\ Miami in tilnt residency riahts equal to 
,cara"an of seven buses, tnd l S other immisrant_ aroups . 

:ina ror the 22-hour bu& ride. Tho Mlami Hailian1 will be 
~·e~ will .~ick up another 500 i.oined by other, (rom Chicaao, 

nda Ha1uan~a~~ ad,•ocate,on. Philadelphia, 80,ton, N,w York 
. way bc(ort Join1n& th9Ysan~ and other cities acroaa the cou~-

. .:Oth~rs at l ral:, on Capitol Hall' tt)'. ' . 
,:; '/ to ~~man lhat Jawmakera · It's a ,econd attem~t io l'pOt· 
~- ot H_a1t11ns exteod,ed porrna- · liaht the exclusion or H1iuan,t 
· .. 111Ql reStd~n'l - •s N1~atig\lans: from le;i_1lation that sranted 
,. .~uaternalans. SaJ..,adonn1 anc;i 150,000 Nicaraguans permaneltt 

.i ~me Cl.lb,lnl received last year. residency and provided dcpona-
,: .. t ·Amon1 those who Jen Sunday tion relier to more than 250,000 
. · were lawyers mining trials and Nicara1uans and some Cubans. In 
·business leaders closin1 shops, November, HVcral doiei, Hai~ 
~oined by th~ir children and hop. tians. mostly from South F1orida, 
.1n1 to send this country's leaden a 1ca1ed a ,mailer rally in Wuhlna• 

•:·; . .. .. ···. =°: ( ·,;;:. -(·: .. ,- ·:,i:,,i'; ::; : :: ' ffl!.S:,fe~ted equJl trtatinent,'' torr no~hina comes of today's 
said MarJch\e Butien, president rally? 
of F11.11m AyiS)!ll1 Nan Ml))ami "We will continue to Opt." 

: '(Haitian Women of Miami), one Bastien said. "We were never 
· of th~ __aroups that he1P.ed plan the handed an}·thin& on a silver plat­
tdp, Bulien couldn t make the ter in this country. The fi,nt will 
_trip hcrsctr b<!etuse or business. go on." ~ -

' 
' 
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HAITIANS TO RALLY FOR BENEFITS 

IMMIGRANTS - Newsday (NDA Y) 

NEWS 
HAITIANS TO RALLY FOR BENEFITS 
Merle English 
979 Characters 
03/21/98 
(Copyright Newsday Inc., 1998) 

STORY238 

Seeking equal treatment, Haitians from around the country will 
rally in Washington on Monday to demand immigration benefits given to 
Nicaraguans and Cubans. The Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central 
American Relief Act Congress passed in 1997 made Nicaraguans and 
Cubans eligible for permanent residency if they were in the United 
States before Dec . 1, 1995. "Like Nicaraguans, Haitians fled 
political strife and persecution," said Jocelyn McCalla, executive 
director of the New York-based National Coalition for Haitian Rights. 
"They have obeyed U.S. laws and made great contributions to American 
society ." Between 20,000 and 40,000 Haitian asylum seekers and 
immigration parolees need the relief , McCalla said . 

*14298 PAGE: 7/8 
P,7 / 8 

ENTER A STORY NUMBER, OR PRESS (RETIJRN) TO RETURN TO THE HEADLINES. 

Source : Newsdny (N.Y.), March :?I, 1998 
----·-------------- -•-.- ............... . 

Copyright Cl 1998 Dow Jonet & Company, Inc. All Rii=hts Reserved. ~- Paee 1 
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HAITIANS DEMONSTRATE AGAINST IMMIGRATION DISCRIMINATION 

IMMIGRANTS -The Seattle Times (SETL) STORY 107 

NEWS 
HAITIANS DEMONSTRATE AGAINST IMMIGRATION DISCRIMINATION 
WILLIAM E. GIBSON 
SUN-SENTINEL, SOUTH FLORIDA 
1 7 48 Characters 

03/24/98 
(Copyright 1998) 

WASHINGTON - Thousands of Haitians streamed to the steps of the 
U .S. Capitol today to show their political muscle and shout for 
equal treatment under immigration law. 

Alarmed by tunnoil in their homeland and angered by what they 
consider discrimination in this country, the demonstrators demanded 
that Congress create a general amnesty for those who fled Haiti 
before December 1995. An estimated 100,000 Haitians are potentially 
subject to deportation unless Congress acts. 

The immigration controversy has become a rallying point in the 
Haitian-American community, inspiring pride and anger among 
established citizens, not just those who live in legal limbo. 

"If the Haitian people do not receive equal treatment, which we 
believe we deserve, we who are citizens of the United States will 
vote out some of the congressmen,'1 said Jean Renelus of Fort 
-Lauderdale, Fla. 

Haitians watched in frustration last year when Congress bypassed 
their pleas and enacted a law that granted legal residence to 
Nicaraguan immigrants who had fled the leftist Sandinista regime. 
That law also allowed thousands of Guatemalans and Salvadorans to 
remain in this country. 

Haitians claim they should be given the same treatment. 
The Senate Judiciary Committee will consider a bill next month 

that would allow about 40,000 Haitians to remain in the United 
States legally while seeking asylum. The bill is sponsored by 
Florida Sens. Bob Graham, a Democrat, and Connie Mack, a Republican. 
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