22.5.1960.

SOME NOTES OF THE LATINAMERICAN YOUTH COHGRESS

The Origin of the Letin Anerican Youth Congress

In Septendbeor of 1953, at the nceting of the Organisations of
Aneriocan Stotes (O0AS), which was hold in Santisgo, Chile, Mr. Raoul
Castro, Miniaster of Defence for Cuba, attonded a mooting of lLatin
Anerican youth organisqtiones which hed gathored in Chile. This
neeting of Letin Aumericen yocuth lecders was initisted by thoe Youth
Section of the Chilean trade union Central (CUTCH). Represontatives
fron Avgentine may elao have been present. it this meeting Baoul
Castro formally launched an appeal to all Latin Aneriocsn political
youth, trsde union and national union of student organisations to
conveno & Latin Arerican youth congress. Castro proposed Havana as
the site of the neeting.

The CUTCH Youth Section apparently took up the initiative of
Castro nnd bhegan preparationa for the Latin American Youth Congress
pre-conveation, which was scheduled for Novenmber 1959. It has baen
noted that the idea for a Latin Anorican youth congregs was originally
put forth by Bruno Bernini, Preaident of the World Fedoration of
Democratic Youth, at the Kiev Congress. It was raised by the Argen-
tine Fztional Union of Students (FUA) at the 8th Intormational
Studerts Conference held in Linma, and subsequently pressed for by
sone conrunist leaders at the COSEC seminar held in Sucre thereafter.

The Pro-Convention and other Preparatory licetings

The Pre-Convention for the Latin Anerican Youth Congress was
held 4in Santiago de Chile fron 27 - 29 Hovenmber 1959. The inviting
body was the Youth 3ection cf CUTCH. There ware 145 delegatos in
all; who were given full speaking and voting rights at the outset
of the congress, and 68 organisetions vwere in attondance, representing
Brazil, Argentina, Columbias, Cuba, Chile, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, ¢
Uruguay and Venezuela. Bouandor was represented during the closing J
days of this mooting. Of the 68 organisations, 25 were fron Argentina,.
13 ‘of them being irade union organisations.

The political orientation of the groups -present ranged £ron
conuunist, Peronista, socislist, Christian demoorat and Beformista.
At least one communist youth organisation was prosent fron each of
the ebove montioned countries. It is worth while to note the tollo-ins
organisations which had an influential role at the meelingt«

Chile t Comnunist Youth

CUTCH
Soocialist Youth

ka7

Apgentina 1t Union Civica Radiocal Intransigonte

FUA

Venezuela s Accion Demooratics /
COPEI

Peru t APRA

Federacicn Estudiantil del reru

Cuba s 26th July ¥ovenent.
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Sone of the kay reaults of this meeting vwere 1=

a) Under inoreased presoure the Peronista youth and trade
union organisstions from Argentina withdrew from the nseting.
Ac ¢ result of the sene pressure the Consorvative Youth Orgaen-
isation, the Youth Seotion of the Cungress of Cultural Freedon
and the Liberal Youth,of Chile, were denied credentials to
attond the neeting. They subsequently attnoked the ro-Con-
vention &8s gommunist controlled.

b} Theo failure of comnunist praspure tofavour she Congrasa
vrinsrily composed of all Popular-Froat organisations in the
Argontine. The opinion of the Marxist nationalist and Chrietian
Danooratic tondenoies to invite only national ¢trade unton,
poiditicel youth and studont organisatiors, pravailed.

¢} Lergely under the pressure of CCFEI, the Chrisiian Democratic
Touth tection deoided to auvist at the moeting and %o take an
activa role in this event.

4) The Internntional Preparatory Connittea was clocted and
was nede up of the following organiseationsg s-

1. 26%h July Yovenent, Cubda

2. Agccion Donocratica, Veneszusela

3« COPEI, Vagneszuela

4« FUA, Argonting

5. GSoclalist Youth, Chile

6. Coununist Touth, Chile

7. The Youtk Section of CUTCH, Chile.

Heotings of tho International Proporatory CGonnmittes

A nesting of tho Preparatory Connittce was scheduled foxr the
end of Uaroh, 1960, in Havana. It i& not gquito certain whether this
neeting took place. The 'El Imparcial', a deily newspaper of San
Juan, Porto Rico, ¢arried an article on the 1l0th iHday, reperiing the
neeting of the Intornational Proparatory Comnitteo at that tinme in
Havana.

3. The Congress
Site s Havana
Date 3 There has beanmnre discussion about the date of the neeting.
Some gpinions state that 1t would be held beginning the 26th July,
others indicating that it would be postponed until sugust.

It is reported that the meoting will take place in the National
Congress end that the Cuben Governnent is faevourebly dieposed to
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facilitating the travel of the delegates nnd lodging ther ih hotels
in Havsne which have been intervened by the Revoluticnary CGovernment.

hgenda ¢ The agoundu is divided Lnto six nain teples, prinarily
fixing uyon tho political, economic, social and cultural problems
of Latin Anqarica; problons nartioular to vtudents, peasant and
working youth; youth and Latin American solidarity; Latin Aneriocan
youth in the contenporary world; cooperztiecn and exohange batween
the youth of Letin Armorica.

Invitees

tha rules of procedure alroady adopted hy the

b imittee for the Congress, only national organisations
8, politiezl youth and trade union org.nisations will be

ting status. -

¢ following is an incomplete liat of sonme of {he organisations
+111 sttend the Congress i- '

whic!
trgentina H FUA\]
JCRI
Feru T PP M
Comrunist Youth
APRA « -
Chile t Christian DJerocratic Youth

Socialict Youth
Coamunist Youth
cyTCcH

PROH JT

Venezuela 3 Accion Democratica vt
COPEIX
Federacion de Centros Universitarios wuw ws
Communist Youth
TR
ruerto Hice ¢ Council for Peace cww—

Federascion Universitaria Pro Independencia--
Partide Nacionalisie Pusrto Riquedla ...-

.Cubsa t+ ,CTC [
——FET ;
26th July xovementr|
Pertido Journalists Popular (con:unist)
Varizus Catholic orgenisations.

Fote + International participation s It 13 still uncertain whether
nvitoticns will be extended to international youth organisa-
tions.



