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RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS President Clin on on November 19, 1997 signed the 
Nicaraguan 1\djustmcnt nd Central American Relief Act (NACAR/ft; 
enabling an estimated 150,000 Nicaraguans and Cubans to become 
legal permanent reside ts of the United States; and 

WHEREAS Haitians were xcluded from NACARA; and 
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WHEREAS such exclusion was discriminatory and the latest chapter 
in a twenty-year histo y of discrimination against them by the 
United States governme t as held by federal court judges; and 

WHEREAS justice and fa'rness for Haitians is a moral imperative, 
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HaitianS be given lega permanent residence in parity with the 
Nicaraguans and Cubans given residence under NACARA; and 

WHEREAS Senators Conni Mack (R-FL), Spencer Abraham (R-MI), 
Bob Graham (D-FL), Car 1 Moseley-Braun (D-IL), Richard Durbin 
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on November 9, 1997 haJ~ introduced the Haitian Refugee 
Immigration Fairness Ac~ of 1997, S. 1504, which would enable 
Haitians to become legall permanent residents if they were paroled 
or applied for political asylum before 1996; and 

WHEREAS an identical bi~l, H. R. 3049, has been introduced in 
the House of Representa~ives by Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), 
Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R- L), Carrie Meek (D-FL), John Conyers 
(0 - MI), Melvin Watt (D- C), Alcee Hastings (D-FL), Corrine Brown 
(0-FL), and Maxine Wates (D - CA); and 

WHEREAS Representatives Meek, Brown, and Hastings on November 
12, 1997 introduced H •• 3033, which gives full parity with 
those made eligible for residence by NACARA; and 

WHEREAS The Senate Judi iary Committee's immigration subcommittee 
wi11 voto on S. 1501 M~rch 10 1 1998; 0nd 

WHEREAS Presidential 
supports equal treatmen 

WHEREAS S. 1504 and H. 
vulnerable non-parolee 
which are included in H 

dership is needed and the President 
for the Haitians; and 

• 3049 should be broadened to include 
hildren and other deserving subgroups 

R. 3033; and 

WHEREAS House Immigrati n Committee Chairperson Rep. Lamar Smith 
(R-TX) opposes any legi lation, inaccurately stating Haitians 
have been treated "bett r" than other immigrant groups; and 

WHEREAS to the contrary there is a long history of discrimination 
against the Haitians as held in federal court decisions; and 

WHEREAS Haitians in thi country send an estimated $400 million 
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to $500 million annual! to their families in Haiti, which is 
important for that coun ry's welfare; and 

WHER~AS democracy and t 
restored in Haiti, and 
o~~~~ ~h~t ~t -~Y be UQ 

WHEREAS Haitian Preside 
Clinton that deporting 
extremely fragile polit 
nn.c.1'\.c.11.:> cuugress ana en 
considerations into ace 
for Central Americans; 

1. vigorously endorse 
essential to do justice 

of law have not been fully 
International and other reports 
!:v~ na.ll..J.Clll::S l-U rE:?CUrn; ana 

t Rene Preval has informed President 
he Haitians would destabilize Haiti's 
cal and economic conditions; and 

wnite House took similar foreign policy 
unt in supporting protective legislation 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT WE: 

support the three Haitian bills as 
the Haitians; 

2. call on President C inton to immediately endorse and take 
the lead in championing them and the legal permanent residence 
which they provide; 

3. DECLARE that anythi g less than legal permanent residence 
for the Haitians is ceptable; and 

4. urge all of ouL Lepe sentatives ana elected otticials to 
co-sponsor and endorse tis essential remedial legislation. 
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