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Malaria 1500-?1750 

Frow other pages: JAM • November 15. 9o5, Volume 194, page 98 (adv) 

"Malaria was not indigenous to the new world.but was brought in by the 
conquerors and colonisers. The first explorers and pioneers who entered 
the Mississippi found no Malari • In Illinois, for instance, there was al­
most no Malaria from the time vf Gaoliet and LaSalle in the 1670's through 
the whole period of the French settlement up to the 1760's. As more people 
came into the country .however, they concentrated in the bottom lands wber 
mosquitos had bounded. Some earlier ett:lers introduced the parasites in 
their blood ,and the mosquitos bit them and then bit other people, and the 
Malaria rate spiraled upward llnd then sky rocketed. About 1800 Illinois 
had the reputation of being extremely unhealthy." 

This may be applicable to Florida - Search the Spanish documents with this 
in mind. 



Smallpox Introduced into America 1520 

Ref: Guerra: The Influence of Disease on Race, 
Logist~cs and Colonization in the Antill s, page 30 

Smallpox was said to have been introduced into America 
"by a negro boy among the troups of !~arvaez which joinea. 
Hernan Cortez (1485-1547) for the conquest of Mexico in 
1520." 



1563-65 
No 1~ialaria in ,Florida 
REF: ,i.shburn. flanks of Death, page 117 

"The account of the second expedition 1 which settled on 
the River of May, mentions, in addition to fam ne 1 many 
dangerous diseases due to putrefactlon in the air from 
decomposing fish 1 so that Most of the men felt .ick 1 but 
they all recovered. L ter 1 Laudonniere develored a con­
tinued fever that lasted for weeks, suggestive of Thyphoi 
There is nothing to suggest Malaria among either the 
Hugunots or the Spa,•ish." 
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Epid"!Tdos. Santa Elna 1582 
Juuary 22 

Tno garrisons of Florida a,r13 well a.lthQ\lf,h these past days 
t..11.at of Santa Elena was nearly devoid of he.-u.t.b. with t1hat 
s~enod an ('tp1derrl.o of ~sti~~o!!, (po2t1le:-Ac), which r~eod 
thR t ";Rrrisoa t-, o:r.ly eight m~n who per.f'or;r~d all @lard and 
lo k~ttt duty, a._qd Oo.r Lerd w.1_s pleased thQt the nff'ici3mey ~r 
medicines 1 pr.ysician, uid conforts lifted the sioee. al\d af't.r 
the death of three seldiera, tho ethers bog~'!\ to eomvaloscie 
(.f. 1). 



Chincona Bark for Ague 1630 

Moll~ Aesculapius in Latin America, P. 529 

The accepted date for the introduction of Chincona 
bark (quinine) into Europe from the new world. Taken 
from Moll's chronologic tables. 



'J ly t • 1 5 

l u ll • 



E idem1c , st. A\'ll'"\loti.no 

Beca1 f too ev-u~ts 1o11".iol1 tho pasta ( ;1J...aeuo) r..ao c us d 1D 
this go.rr· o.!l~ it ha.a bcon necos.sa:cy to 1--eport. all ,of ti~ 
J. !l:13 Maj sty, wh~ God may k&:ip (r. l) • 

Rd, Stets~'il Coll•.ctiona AO! 51,.-5-l0/68, Or.:varr.er &r4.to 
tu.iz de S::.l:izar ¾! Fl:-r .i-da tG too z•.:rGtary ¢f tho 
Coun-QU ~ ~ Ind10a, I•'lorida, J>"Jy 14, 1650, ) tt., 



~ Gllpox at St. ,ugustine 1654-1655 

(l:J-,.,;,J: ~J.)ff_.-~,J.fi. >f-~~ 115 :s-.m...~,,tl:; ~ ,.,_,...., '15" 
"When Di•co d Robelledo. the first really ble and 
con cientiou• Governor at t. Augustine for aore than 
40 year, too up hi• duties in 1655. the town 
presented gloomy picture ... The inb bltants nd 

~ny of tho indi na h d suffered from smallpox for 
ten aontba nd could not work. All the negro el ve• 
h d died. The people were n arly deap rate becauae 
of hunger.•~ 



s. lrox., St. AUGUstii::c 1655 
October ~4 

Toda~,r I find it i.:1posaiola to ht.lvo th0 Indiru a eut ?.ttc'. extract 
tir..o r .D:'0:1 t o ~0003 to rr.pa!.r tho fort, b c~e of the henvy 
mo li . that thera hLlG borm ~ pa t E£Stos (pl.aguE> ) :md in 
tl· i;,r t on of vi.n'l.e1lna (snallpox), Yhich hac ecoureod the 
hn ro r...out.~., .w.d th .::~r.ibar 0£ thoso l'Z"ho-have disd has 
bo R lart (r. 1). 

nor ronc i Stet.Goa Collectioa., Colleetion 682: ltOI $8-2-2/2,. 
Gove or Di co d~ Rcbol.lod.o or Florida to the 
crom,., st. ,'\u{,-u.sti11Q_, October 24, 1655., 11 tt. 



1657 

Ca h: Th~ 3tory of lorid , p. 695 

Text m ntions a le r fr D'ego Robellc o in t._ Augustine dated 
Cctober 18th, 1657 stating that tht:re ' re few Indi left in the 
provinc s of Guale and Timucua on account of the ravages of Small­
pox. Cash believes the Spainards brought mallpox to the Indians 
and that th y w re " i - minat ' by it. 



sh: ~tory o Flor , p. 696 

Cash states ''It is kn wn that tber was sy ills among the In ians 
of Florida, and it can ardly be doubted that thls disease as 
c mu • cateo to some oth r S lsb settlers." 

p. 98: "Th or t infection of the ti In ianti was yphilis, to 
lcb they had become so much accustomed ore th bite man 

came that apparently they id o uffcr su vages from it as 
did the Europeans an they infected. " 



1659 
Nove.rrbor 1 

Aftf'r I toe1': pocGcs~icn of tli& govarna:>rahip §n febrtl.acy 20, 
Ji,52], th-o illrlossoc re~lting from very cor,tt;i.gion.s r11Caslt!is 
hnve bee~ se r.:.a..v th.at r.cre than 10~000 Indu.ns and rr~ trom 
the g~n have died,· from wh1oh tho provir.co has been lc,ft 
1."1th very .f~.1 peQ;lt? (f. 2). 

Ref's Stetsm Ccllieticn: AGI 58-2 .. 2/b., Governor Alms~ c1 
Ar~i.z y C tGa of Fltrlda to th~ Oi'O'\-m, st. J.uc;uati• 

• 2:e, Nevc.ilber l, 1659, 7 ff. 
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,Qllpox t St. ugua ine 

f'JJ-~: ~,. ~!If'- I ;. ti - i~ 
~ ~~ wpl-:J-:-C.c. ,,._Pr-~ 

1662 

p. 116 

A report to th Council of the lndie in 16e2 noted 
th t 10,000 indians and ny soldiers of the garrison 
at St. u~u•tine h d died of the plague (smallpox). 



Firu:ida Hcal.ty 16 ' 

.ordea: G gr y ectified. 1688 

"The air of Florida and Carolina is so tamporare that men mov.e to the age 
ol 250 years Ue tbe chUdren of nve i?tlerationa are ail ai ve at the a.me 
time. The soil ts very fertile, ftJU of fr it.ttees and the toRDS are the best 
of peop e in all .. Arn.~,·•• •• the l and country ir1 possessed by the ~ages, 

der th jurisdic • on oi Paro tts. wh;;I i lo • • They e of oliye color 
. and of areat ntature. ·en ll opoxt:100.ed. their hair black anc tong, the wo _ 
of good shape and haDdsome. they adore the un, and the moon, they wtU 
snake ar itb on anotiier .. De':Fertbeless the Europeons cannot roaster them. 



1700 
Diseases o! lavery 
R •'F: 11.shburn; Ranks of Death, page 1 P4 

0 1 think that Leprosy, like ~laria, yellow lever, small 
pox and se~eral other diseases, s ould be charged to the 
account of Negroe slavery." , shburn akeF a great point 
that ?'egroe slavery brought diseases into he ne, world 
wh-i!ch overcam.e the Indian population and thus permitted 
the white man who as more r sistent to these dise~ses tc 
conquer the new world more easily. The aboved named are 
the principle disea~es he felt were introduced by egroe 
slavery. He points out that the? egroes Yere resistent 
to these diseases becaµse they had· h d long contact with 
them in f!rica. 

F 
(. 



1732 

A oner4l epidemic or viruel.as (srn:illpox) raged 1D St. Augua­
tiae tor m...-re than tour consE)cutiv& months (!. ll-i). 

r~:i . StctsCJ:t Collcctioon ACI 58-1-31/321 Ocnornor frmieisco 
dol !!crru. ~cl.e~ or Florida to tne crow. st • .Aue;ustin&, 
~ 1., 1735, SS tr. 
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Inoculation for 'aallpox 1750-1800? 

Guerra: Medical Colonization of the New World• p. 150 

"In Spaniah A•erica the advantage of uaing the inoculatic 
of huaan aaallpox aa a preventive aethod in the diaeaae 
waa known lately in the 18th century. and i■aediately 

approved by the Proto■edtc te and therefore the •h~l• 
medical profession. Tie iaportance of a high policy 
in aedical practice directed by profeaaion 1 bodies 
becaae apparent in this caae of the aaallpox." 



Contagious Diseases 1752 

Moll; Aesculapius in Latin America, p. 533 

Reports of contagious diseases required by Spain from 
all her colonies, 1752. 

Taken from Moll's tables. 



SE!'Zllpox, st. Augu.,stine 

An cp1domic ~ vir-ue as (amillpo--..<:) was b zi.W\.:I.ng to su'baido ~ 
'"'.d th,".:! mun~J.S v-lcti..""nS of' 1.t we~ l>cint; bftn0f1ttlld by u 1a­

crcd1ble au.fficienc,J a never aoeli. bofoN• 1a tb.'9 s:o.pply ot 
rr~sh • .oat (t. 5). • 

Raf: S~Jts.m Colloct1ont AG! 86-7-21/82-86:, ~t.n:ry c-t 
State £or tha Indi.oo to tb3 1ovcrnor of' norida, Y.aarid,. 
April 19-21~ 1759• lO ff. 
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Smallpox at Pensacola May 1769 

Editorial: West Fla., etc., p. 759 (See manuscript 
file under "W") 

An epidemic of smallpox broke out in May 1769 in 
Pensacola. Provision was made for poor persons 
suffering from the disease to be taken to Rose Island 
and there to be given medicines and nursing care until 
their recovery. Also in June of that year the Assembly 
authorized a gift to the local hospital at Pensacola. 



Disease Indigenous to Florid 
REF: Jones: Climate and Diseases, pages 256-258 

in these pages the author quotes Born~rd How ns and other 
about the diseases incident to Florida life. This sounds 
-ery much like the materi 1 that appears in the address 
by Dr. H. E. Palmer. 

) 



Fev r in Flori 1775 

Ca h: Th Story of lori a, p. 697 

Q ot B nard s tating in his A --~----Civil :istory . lori ~a that f vcr ere 
froo June to t·1e •. of October. Cas 
that at th t t • exte . c to the is is ippi 

·v rand into is b a nd i issi p', ere-
fore he wond r ther is info tion is applic blc 
to Florida as e know 
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tre••• an al tbe Stdea or the Vatl9 ln the Ralna of August 
-•Pt b r, hlc dlaeaaed an dro aled t I sch a nner a 
( ) resulted In eat • a fw f the yo and rob _•t excepted, 

• whose COnatltutton h4aa atoo the Shock of the co Ucated l••l'1• 
an r tchec:tn••• Int vhleh the, were (?) • 1 tor thell' Vant 
l • ever so reat. 1 that . bov • bun red of the en d Chi l ren 
vent to the Covarnor• • use • t>eY• a c. demanded 
SU■t'an c tn tb• at ('l) c\f!2!9US M fo~ hey think that 
they e thelr ••1'1 to hi••" 

The a v ta sy tranaerlptlon of Turnbull'• bandwtltln which l• 
at tl ee dlffloutt to~ d. often f Ila to fo letters v ll 
ad co nly nm• rda together. Vord~ t am t eur of ar. 

clerUned and reoed by (7). 'l'besa W\"118 t have also tmdff• 
Uned ln the nusc~l t. Alt l have read tbls nuaortpt 
fro lnnl to en• thla en th eQf!Dent about the ettl • 
not bel lven the aid of a doctor or tK, pltal r the only 
ltau related to tclne. 
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April 5, 1793 
Sroullpox at St. Augustine 
REF: East Florid ap rs, L. c. 100 18; letters to and 

fro the Bishops nd Curates (~,HS ha 1cuo•11m and 
tran lationa) (translation y E .. Lawson, 1946) 

Jpril 5, 1793, Hassett to uesada 
" •.. it would redo~ned to the honor of both Majestys that 
an Ecclesi stic of the plaza should v sit as soon as 
possible the inhabitants of the rivers St. John, St. 
Mayy and assau of this province to the end of admin­
istering Holy Baptia to the children that they have bad 
since the last vi it ... for finding mallpox already in­
torduced into this plaz , it is to b feared it will 
rapidly ext nd itself to all the province and it will be 
a great pity to leave so mdny poor little ones exposed t, 
fat 1 contagion ithout the nece s ry help for th ir 
etern ls lvation .•. " 



1796 
F.ederal Assistance to the State 

Ref: Porter: Additional scraps from .Memories Storehouse, page 34 
(see photocopy in Porter file) 

"As far as can be learned, the first mention of federal assistance to 
th state was in 1796, when Congress authorized the President of the 
United States to 'direct officers of the revenue Cutter Service to aide 
and assist in the execution of Maritime Quarantine Laws of the sections 
of Union bordering on the coast of the United States as well as to co­
operate in the enforcement of the Health Laws of the states themselves.' 
At that period in the history of the Republic , the revenue Cutter Service 
antldated the organization of the Navy." 



U. S. Quarantine- 1799 

Moll: Aesculapius in Latin America, p. 542 

First national quarantine act enacted in 1799. 
is taken from Moll's chronologic tables. 

This 



'--- {}'I'\ R , ..,.,_ \,___Q_ 1 s o o 
rida-r!uinine 
: Gifford: Five Plants Essential to the Indians and 

Early Settlers of Florida, pp. 42-44 

Gifford claims a small tree that grew in the swamps 
throughout Florida known as, Iinckeya-pubens or Georgia­
Bark, Fever-nark, Haiden's Blushes, or Florida-~uinine, 
was used for the treatment of intermittent fevers in­
cluding Malaria. It is supposedly a close relativ~ of th 
3inchona tree of 0 outh ,~erica. The bark of the tree was 
soaked in rum and offen given at regualr intervals on 
plantations to prevent fever. He claimed it was effica­
cious. ~nother tree of the Florida Keys belonging to the 
Madder Family called Prince-':ood (EXOSTEM1i C,illRIBAEUM), 
it was also used to combat fever. The early natives on 
the Florida Keys soaked the bark in water and drank the 
water. Finally he also mentions Mahogany bark as used as 
to stimulate stomach activity and pep up the system. He 
points out that Florida-Quinine and Prince-~ood were botl 
very rare at the time of his writing and restricted to 

local areas. 



Vaccination - Spanish Colonies 1803-isos 

Moll: Aesculapius in Latin America, p. 542 

Charles IV sends vaccination commission to all 
Spanish Colonies. Taken from Moll's tables. 

w 



N0vo ber 10, lBO~ 
Vac ir.atitH, ir New 31 air, 

[,21': l iats: Contribution of Si arish J hysicians, Trans­
lation, Ilg"S. 9-10 (See r:ianuscript file "Srariish i·, ei­
iclne") 

ln l';overnher lC, 1803, an e~pe litior 10ft 'aCoruna unrl~r 
the r11r~ctio1 of a Dr. Balmis, who ha' tak2n part ir, the 
Solano .::xre.Iitior agair.st 1 er sacola, to 1jri1.g cow rox jp 
vacci1 e to the new world. They 'aJ·rierJ 22 children to 
the innoculat8 luring the trip sc as to hav 0 fresh flulc 
wh~n they arriv~d iP the new worlJ. The arti le goes or 
to detail the travels of this expedition. t does not 
mention Flrri ia, but does mention Califorria. Also, in 
this article the aurthor notes that vacciration was rro· 
hibite,1 ir J'rar,ce until lfl67, in 'Switzerlar.-:1 until 1868 
in G8rmar,y a1,d Englarct until 1Q74, !hile it was compul­
sory in pain as P.arly as 1~07. 



V ccln tion for Sm llpox 1804 

Guerra~ Medical Colonization of the •• orld, p. 150 

"After British diacovery of vaccln•tlon, the Sp niah 
Crown readily arranaed, throuch the rotoaedtcate, the 
vaccine expedition fro• Eurppe to aerica, which, in an 
unbelievably abort tiae, eatablished vaccin tion all 
through Spaniah Aaerlc in 1804." j ·' 



1 Yellow Bark for ngue arch 1805 

1 
jCharleston Courier, Vol. 3, p. 1, Uar~ 22, 1805 

C0NCENTRhTED TINCTURE OF YELL0 

Prepared by Dr. James D lton, Corner of Church and Tradd 
Street, the store l tely occupied by Kr. John Thornhill, 
Charleston, and sold in bottles with his name 1 printed 
on the glass, with directions, at $1.00 each. 

certain cure for inter ittentf, and·very useful in 
all complaints that require large doses of the bark, an 
excell nt preventive agent against the prevailing fever 
of Charleston, and the common fevers which are so pre­
valent in the country~ 

This bark 1s not considered in a new character, but as 
only pos essing the medical powers of the co mon bark in 



. 

gue rch 1805 

Charleston Courier• Vol., 3 • p ., l, Mar .. 22 • 1805 

a greater degree, which has been fully proved at Guy's 
Hospital, in London, where it is now the only kind in 
use .. Dr. O'Ryan, late first physician to the Grand Hotel 
Dleu of LJons in France, says "Its reputation rose to 
such a pitch, that though the price became enor ous, it 
was the only species of bark employed, particularly in 
any disorder appearing skin the 2ost dangerous, and 
which required a certain speedy remedy; and that h can 
safely as ert, th tout of several hundered c se he 
does not recollect ev none in which it filed of 
succes ,." Though the bark in subst~nce ia generally 
recommended, yet the stomach frequently will not bear 
such large and repeated dose& as are sometimes necessary. 
This inconvenience is obviated by the use of the con­
centrated tinctur , as it can b given with greater 



3 Yello Bark for Ague 
.Charl ston Couri r, 3:1, ar. 22, 18 5 

arch 1805 

advantage and ore likely to agre with the tomach, 
•the dose not being necessarily enlarg d by ny indisolv­

able tter which it is evident the bark, in its original 
stat , containe--a teaspoon only of this tinct r bing 
equal to a large dose of the powder, or to six ti es its 
q ntity of the co pound tinctµre of the ew London 
Pbar acop1a. The great bitterness also give it a 
peculiar dvantage in Bilious Disorder and renders it 
an excellent substitute for the edicinal Bitters. 

"nother advantage till ore i portant, 1s, that in 
nyfevers of the re ittent kind (P ~ticularly those 

of war ell ates) in which a uperabundance of bile in 
the primae Viae indicates the use of co on bark, this' 
by its superior bitterness, eem better adapted."-- See 
Dr. Ralph on the Yellow Bark. 



• 
Cow1m Vaccination i.pril l 5 

Ch rleston Courier: Vol. 3, p. 4, Apr. 10, 1805 

In colu n 4 of this page ls a notice from "The physician 
of th Charle ton Dispensary, to the patients of that 
institution." There follows an exhortation to submit 
to cowpox v ccin tion ass allpox is prevel nt. In this 
exhortation is ad scription of the difference between 
smallpo nd cowpo4 in it effect. This is igned by a 
list of physicians, the fir t D e of which 1s David 
Ramey. Thu they bad cowpox in this country in 1805. 



1 
Ch'incon . B rk 1805 

1Ch rl ston Courier: Vol! 3, p. 3, Aug. 24, 1805 
I 
J"Extr ct of a lotter fro a gentleman in Europe to his 
correspondent in Philadelphia, 

Your request on the thr e different kind of Peruvian 
B rk shall be ati~fied. Red bark, you ay r st assured, 
ia th bet of the thr e, b~c use it is ore re inous 
than th other kinds. It is in my opinion, that half of 
the red erk contains a uch astringent quality es the 
others do in double the quantity; I would tberefoee 
advise you to us it in preference to any other. It is 
not o easily adulterated as the oth~r kiods ... 

"The yellow and pale are more e slly adulterated with 
the lign. puassia. If th bitter quality of this wood 
is xtr cted by boiling it a little, th wood dried and 



2 Cbincoaa Bark 
Charleston Courier: • 

1805 
3:3, Aug. 24, 1805 

powdered, it may be ixed with the yellow and the pale 
•b rk in conside~able quant ty, without a possibility of 
discovering it. This being the c se, the red bark is 
most afa and certain for use; for. as I have already 
~bserv d, it ia i possible t adulterate this itnout 
being discov~red by ·the tasto ... Red bark ha risen 
consi erably in price latel7, owing to is scarcity." 



Destruction of mosquitoes 1812 

~ Moll; Aesculapius in Latin America, p. 544 

First use of oil against mosquitoes as suggested in 
London occurred in 1812. 
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,linate and Health-St. Augustine 1821 

Forbes: Sketches of the Floridas, page 65 

After waxing eloquent about the situation in climate 
of Florida and in particular St. Augustine where he 
lived, the author says ·Although these provinces afford 
careful and ternperat resident yet the author ... would 
recorn end an occasional tour to the northern States 
and thus guard against 



1822 
Isolation of ~uinine 

REF: Shryock: Medicine in America. page 53 

"Less generally known, but scarcely less significant, was 
the Isolation of Quinine Cinchona by French chemists in 
1822 1 as a result of which the employment of quinine sul• 
gate in large doses was gradually introduced by Southern 
Physicians during the Ensuing decade. The new remedy was 
a mere potent that cured Cinchona, and it's use checked 
the high mortality occassioned by certain forms of Ma­
laria Fever. (References are given to the Southern Med­
ical Reports) At the same time, an increasing conscious• 
ness of the profolacting value of land drainage manive•t« 
itself in the towns, which consequently undertook measure 
mos~ creditable to them in view of the small means at 
their disposal. Thus Savannah began in 1817 1 when it ha, 
a population of only about 5000 to eliminate rice fields 
in it's vacin1ty 1 and eventually appropriated 200 1 000 
dollars to subsidize the planters involved in this aban­
donment o the •wet culture'•" 

' /1 
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Quinine Factory 1823 

Moll: Aesculapius in Latin America, p. 546 

First quinine 
Philadelphia, 

factory 
1823. 

in the world opened in 
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r/T>i.e :.., _ •ia: .a~ .;:;.:1,_s !~~_,.:!Ll?-~ ~11 .. w<? ... "' '1is ·-! ~·.,n 
a __ a fro;, t'-.e S 1>1:t.nne~ i. ver to t e 1 ntic 
line across t·e peninsul fr'Or.t Indian River 

m r,1a to Ta,1~a Bay o the Gulf of Maxico) to 
r. • t extent, u il within a f i.-, 1e, rs. Int~rmi t "nt, 

re~.i tten nd congestive fevers w e ve.ry co. , on; hut 
now that portion is comparatively '1.ealt , and onl 
subject -t:o 11ese fe 1ers i!'l certain loca it· .s--;1ear 
s.-.ra,-,ps or prar • es \-h • ch ar suhject to overflow and 
th n dr'f up. There are cert in co dit"ons of at~osphere 
also ec~ssary to produce our malarial diseases. Heat 
and moisture are ot~ ecess r, and a certain anount 
of vec.,etable matter in a state of decay. l')ne of these 
witho t the ot ers will not produce dis se, and hence 
when w have a dry summer, we ra usually exen?t from 
thee is ases; and, on th contrary, aw t season 
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Dengue fever at Pensacola 1828 

See two cards in the chronological file under the above date 
mx for an account of this including details of treatment. 

CARD FOR THE EPIDEMIC FILE 
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Character of Fe,er~ and Di eas s 1830-184 

Palmer, T.M.: Medical History of Florida, . 3~ 

''The first perioC:, from 183 -181!0, the fevers and other 
diseases were almost ntirely romittcnt.' 
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Courier tor l.3, J.837 
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Measles an iarrhea 1836 

erritt# ebster: Century of Medicin in Duval County. page 11 

"Deseases other than alaria were prevelant in Florida during th Seminol• 
ar. In 1836 measles and diarrhea were particularly annoying at Garey•s 

Ferry (Middleburg). 
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Measles and th • S inolc June 7. 1837 

Tebeau: Indian rail o 5 • c A .,,, Volume 1, P. 155 

The Seminoles were indu\;ed to m • grate to klahom by G .... n ral J 
and began to assemble at Tam . Ily June there were some 7JJ ian 
assembled. 0n June 7th •ith ut warning almost alt f th m vanish 
into the woods. ~ ari<Jus explanations were offered and a .>ng these 
was an outbrw of easlcs am ng the Indians who th· ught it might he 
smallpox and fled in terror. Thus, measles changed the course of the 
Seminole Indian War. 
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An I .v 11 : 

c .... lthiul l 39 

Wint r in the wet 1ndies Gnd Flor1d4, 
PP• l.37-158 

The 1nvulid ho rot thi book ·as bpparently a 
ne~roti . te t·kes greut rotestations ~bout his suf­
fering from the cold, ct~mpnes&, a th a, dyspepsid, etc. 
ue in the ·b ve pbges concludes th t st. AU ustin is 
too cola nd d• p for his constitution and, indee·, b 
doe not think it h althy for ~nyone. ne furtb r 
sthtes: rye y good ed1cal dttendance c,n be rocured 
beru, but the h4r ea are hi ,h, ein ~bout 5 for~ 
first visit to a str·ng r, and pro ably nearly 4S much 
fr ~uc eeding visits. It is (st. August1ng) s~all 
ond dull, without amu ements and without any horses 
or c~rri4 o to l t ... " He uoes ou to atate that tbe 
chi f for of amu e ant is fa onin canes out of organe 
stic s. 



BF.AUDI D DI lfarcb, 1639 

R&F: JWII)•: Bealtb d.DLl Nedici.De 1n Key at, p 639 

mT: "Be1Q& in an 1nval14 vho epent the Winter ot l.S)li-lb39 1n 
tbe Weet lmliea am4 nor14a about. bee.1th ot I.ey w at., 
Rerwond state•:~ esptrience ot p,ar4a ot 500 1nbab1tan~ 
tor Nveral ,eara, v11ib gre t treed.oa trca feWtra of all. 
k1n4• aDl rarel,y a caae ot Yen 'by rate, 
bU no~ only repelled tbe eun.r.... (ot the nw:tneiu.· N ot 
1e1 en} t broqgbt. it (tbe town) into tion 
u place ot eltt.l"l3d•mi;n 1 t.y." Balnr::md a on 
to note t the invalid a inventory oft 
1:olm'• pr1n1cpl.e teuture• W1 1;1 1 on 

"tbere are two o 
tbe1r ~"'-'l".11~ • iltllSCIDd 8 t 
1D ftral 1nval.1 

tbell, tvo ev Y, re,. 
,, __ to tit ro: 
"all appearecl tbe it 
not 1D the vorl4." 



i 

pi emic Fever at Pensacola November, 1839 

Cash: The tory of rlori a, p. 711 

Quote ... a 1 tter of Doctor Isaac Hulse, mal physician 
f Pensacola, about an epidemic fever which ad been 

raging 6 weeks in Pens cola. He ao'?s not specify the 
cause of the diagnosis. For ~or details seq ote. 
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Scurvy tn tr s l lorl 

orry: c tnftu , P• 321 

1841 

f cas s ll ty rate 
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m na employed ln conjunction ts, the sulphas qulnlne dissolved 
In lhdr vltrtot." 

• atatloned at ort tr:ong (Flort ), scvaral cos • of 
t dl seose occurr d. D lved of vogetable • the:, grev vors 
f ttl th r us of iiTl td 
<t ....... ;.....;. ...... __ .:;..-_ ) foun i el 
pr pot, V t 
l n e e! slant, r ed phy ci ans 
as an an le.' 



vs l Florida 

ef: Forry: n the mit!ffla.lC lnfluenc s, p. 319 

"• •., th ya s, which bas 
negroea of tort da •" 

ae y th writer a 

1841 

th 



In lttent f • r ln tort 1841 

"That 
ls 

• • 
th 
at 
succ 
majort ty n,:: su 
Flori • t t votont rll 
to obtain :e . ivent l t 

ol tlon 



Dls and cultl tlon l 41 

Ref: Forry: nth le lntlu cs, P• 306 

"That our trOOt)s suff r l ss fro dls se ln t r ton of st 
Flori tch ls still f nature th 
cultl dlstr our em po efore, 
be easlly un rs t • 
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exlat c l ens s of tns cts n r ti 1 • the exuvloe 
and dead odlos of vblch ln le vtth the d cayed veg tatlon." 
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Character of Fevers and iseases 184 -185. 

Palmer, T ... : Medical Hi tory of Florida, p. 314 

•
1From 181¼· to 185 , t:hey (fevers) were mostly inter­

rai ttent and congestive.'' 



Malaria in Middle Florida 1841 

Cash: The Story of Florida, p. 707 

Quotes extensively fro. a letter by a Miss Harriet 
Randolph Parkfl..ill describing Malaria throughout 
middle Florida in 1841. Thi~ is too long to quote. 



• is asc.; c1· 1841 

l~ 
Favor..-ibly effected by Florie 

Sk tches f St. u u tine, 2 

te 

p.54 

J 
.u~l orry, ·ho apparently published an article 

Journal of, ·ical Science, 1841, is u t a rec~ 
c ending t:Je Flori Climate for roncidus of the chron, 
i ar~ety, incipient p 1,onary consum~tion, a tl , chro 

c"'L:;ord. rs o the i e(! ive or ans whe no inf ,ation 
or tructur l c nge exists, ' ny o tho e o sc re ffecl 
.ins c 11 ous unc nnected with inflation," 
chronic re atiC'!, •pr tur decay of t1 consti· -
tio~, ch r ct rise b~ gen ral vid nee o~ deteria-ce 
Leal th~ w! ils t s tis ue or organ • _ ortant t life co, 1 

only tani • st syi::1 tor, of abnormal action. There is 
co. i er ble tcrial in t .. is chapter inc uding t pera-
t res win ~irect·on an eather quote 1 fr . surg on gen­

al•s reports o June lG, 18 . n page 57 it is notec 
that ·n addition to st. ustine Preperation r bei.g 

a fort' ace,. o .ion of in lid stranger on 



1 affected by Flori Climate 
,, 

•·further lt po1n _ to x-directicms such · the hmks of th 
t. Luci the Mtam (r ) 



• 
' • 
1. 

Protection 

Ref: Forry o 

nst, Pulmonic Rh 

ng ot· Florida he sta s, 1 t 
d than 1n our re orthern reiio 

tic Diae es l l 

. 45 

Wl~-...able to t.he nses. de , n winter, ai 
very heavy. • . As scneral rel.axa io lassi tade 

are ue is prevail.ing Ul'.M.dity, ex rci 
y uction of the paratively high ratio 

of r-- C tic a£fect1ona in the a.sons. 
the bes -~-t its ef 

l next nerall 
I 1 eed, no less 

cold cllme.te :tive 1m::nm1ty aeJl1.nst 
thermt')llletric:al • cal vicissitudes." 



"Fevers of malarial. origin e.re both more val t and fatal 
in that portion of Florida which borders on Geor . Along 
the coast am 1n many parts of the int~xior sal.u ria..io itions 
are often found. t several sts along the tern coast, 
a of fever s t snot been reported in or 6 nths." 
Forry t e point.a wt that h is, trying to direct attention to 
the fitness or Floride. as a winter .residence for northern invalid 
Be states, uln lb3, Professor Dungl.1son called tb attention 
of the rofession, t.be strength of teriological. 
re isters ~ept by the medical ste.ff of the y, to the suit& J.e-
n as of St. Au stine and Tam as a vinter retrc t. 11 



te t nt ever l 

Forry: S ti tical Re c es Elu. 1dating the Cl te of the 
United S tes and Its Rel tio •1th Di eas s of 
Malarial Ori in 

On 26 e au tati tical data on t c o 
1ntermi ttent .reve and othe that o) 
s o ing that in eas.t, Florida there 1 er in tnese 
di ases e 2 s the s t. 
nit is only in violent tion of 
t e internal or at d th said to directl 
ro:n intermitte 



ry l 

Forry: 

e 1 1nc1 encc a 
te C sed 

. re will 
, in 0 

e r 
from the grea - ron1c dia.rr e , 
upo rile 10 , c ntinue thro out t 
ult ly • cases proves atal." 



La ge doses of uinin for Malaria September 30, L84l 

Merritt, ,ebster: A Century of Medicine in Duval County, page 11 

Assistant Surgeon, Charles McCormick of Fort Gamble, Jefferson County, 
Florida, popularly was given credit for the use of large doses of qulnin e 
in the treatment of Malaria because of his report of this usage for the 
quarter ending Septemper 30, 841. However, Large doses of quinine was 
used before the Semino e ar - as early as 1825 by Dr. Thomas Fearn in 
Alabama (reference given) and Dr. Henry Perine (reference given) who 
was then living in Mississippi. 

"It may with truth be said, that to the medical staff of the army (in Florida 
belongs the credit of having demonstrated on an extensive scale its safety 
and efficacy and of thereby largely contributed to revolutionize the treat­
ment of the fever in this country (reference gi en)." 
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Sallpox at St. Augustine 1842 

Refs St. Au1. News, Vol. 5, No. 5, Nov. 28, 1842 
(copied from WUes• notes in the St. Aq. Hist. Lib.) 

"All intercourse between Palatka and st. Au1Ustlne shut off. 
All ■hips from St. Johns River stopped. By authority of 
th• mayor and ctty council • dUe to S•llpox and variola." 



SlCk SEAMU September 24, 1843 

REP: JIAlll)ID: ftUe • 
.Jlealtb 

'l'EB: •At tb1a poln BIMOD! quowe a letter baa a Key Weat. citizen 
(poulbly a l)Q1aic :t. alao pOUlbLy aereq a c1U.O 
cbarae4 w1 'U:le cue or aick MaaeD), J.... Yla, to A4u 
Gonion, CoUeetor ot C..tw, 1D vh1 be ptiD 0tn t. tbs 
teea al.l.ovetl for tbe ca.re or •ick aeaaen a.re totsJJ.y ~~:iuat 
$3 .. 00 per week, I boanl hlU'tlial# vbereu toe cancm 
boal'd locUQg on lal.and vaa .oo or $'{.oo 
37 w per y t~ me41 atiellUon 1c1ae which 
a1ao ID!llGelll_,_ 1n1iel'atiD& a wment. 1a m4e 
'11141c1Dea re are aol4 -ta 1gb rate; ,s1ci pre-
acr.Spt1ou &l"e CCIDOIIU.Y put. Up by dru£&18te, and to 
the pbyncun. • • 
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Character of feve "S and Di"'ease 185 -1360 

Palr.ier, T.M.: Medical History of Florida, p. 31i 

·•rron1 1 50 to 18f , th y ( f cv >rs and disease) '-iet•e more 
of a continued or syochal character." 



Dengue Fever at Ft. Brooke, Tampa Bay Sept. 1850 

Southgate, Robert, Asst. Surg. U.S.A.: Quarterly Sick 
Report, Ft. Brooke, 30 Sept. 1850 

Reports an epidemic of "Break bone fever" at Tampa 
Apparently had 16 cases. Some details of Rx given. 
Photocopy requested. 
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} T •phoid Fever 1 51 

' I alm r, T. .. edic l ll1story of Florida, p. 3 

"But ·nother disen e that I b ve noted in this mjddl 
portion of Florida• s 1 ported, nd that is typhoid 
fever~ The first ca es I ever saw of it in this climate 
were in 1851, and were brought to the country by a 1 dy 
of J fferson County, who was travelling in Middle Georgi 
in hr own c rri ge, and st yed all night at 
were there wer some ca•es of typhoid f ver. 
fifteen d ys afterward•• and a week after hr 

house 
; bout 
rrival 

hom , show taken with genuine typhoid fever, and fro 
that one c e th• whole neighborhood was affected, nd 
it ontinued for si or ei ht month to pr v 11 in tbat 
locality; Tb e ca e and what proceeded fro th m ure 
the only cue of real typhoid fever I have ev r seen in 
Florida ... There wa very little ortality in it. ost of 
the c ses conval cing after three or four w eks. Those 
that did usu lly uccu bed befor the fourte nth d y. 



2Ty hoid Fever 1851 
•P 1 er, T.M.: K dical History of Florida, p. 38 

The treatment was principally stimulating and nourishing. 



/ at l rial H e aturi 1852 

1 er, T. . i edical tstory of Florida, p. 37 
l, 
• "Th r 1 dise s very uch resembling yellow fever 

in o of it b b vior, which oc ura in the middle 
portion of tho tate, and which is equally fatal and 
fearful s genuine vomito. 1 allude to what is c lled 

alariGl b em turi • or bloody-urine fever. The fir t 
occurrence •t thi ~rrible disease w in 1852, in a 
single neighborhood in Leon County, about ten miles fro 
Tall h e. Fully one-half of those attacked by th 
dis ase did. Its co ~ence ent was s a i ple int r-

ittent f v r, but during the cold st ge, disch rg of 
broken down blood came fro the bladder. and then 11th• 
symptom of yellow fever, (exc pt black vo~it,) pr sentec 
thema lves~ There were violent pains all ov r the syste 
and the in boca e rapidly tinged with y llow. 1 ost 
to saffron color; and 1 have sen patient t»rn yellow 



2 larial H ematuri 
al r, T. . . e ic 1 i tory of 

185 .. 
lcrida, p. 37 

so r pidly th t you could 1 ost s e it. Thia fever 
,prevail d th t e son in th t p rtic lar loc 11ty in 

Leon County. and th next ye r w had it in J fferson 
County, and from th t tim w hav h d a few c se ev ry 
year in Middle lorida ... Th treatment bas be n v ry 
uns tis actory nd very unsuccessful, as bo1t one-third 
died. This di ase to hav b en of local origin 
in thia state, and has, since the war, prevailed quite 

xten iv ly io lab a." 



1 
t1c• ot dicin 1852 

at T llahasse 

lmer: Pby lei n of rly T 11 h ssee, •P 
19 4 • • 38 

( ~nuscript file nder "P") 

ch e, 

pa e fro tbis phys1c1 n•s d y b ok g v n int r-
ting pictur phy ic. n• pr~ctic in tb a.ly 

d~y o Tall ea. It io for ervico r~nd rd by 
D. r r. -dw rd radford' sl ves h twoon 
J·nuury 12 nd ~ pte ber 19, 1852, tb tot 1 bill 
b~i 86. During th t period, Or. 1sited 

ahoe l n • 1on ten 1 es, th u u l ch g bing 
vi it. netween visits he gave pr scr1pt1ons 

for such re edies as iron and ent1an pills. c lomel, 
quill n igit lis, lead nd opiu pills, croton oil, 

pink rot nd quinits ixtur. His ch re a l for 
writing pre cri tion. H lso att nd d luves brou t 



2 
r- ctic of ed1c1 

T 11 b see 
t 

1 er: ~ ysici n of • rly T 11 b e 

1 52 

to im, for on ry 12 there i an entry, 'bl e<ling 
inuy, $1,' nd on y 11, •cupping nd edicine for 

Tony, 1,25.' 7 re tr cting a tooth or • h rt• n nry 
( thu dis 1 i gu1 h d from L y H nry, for ho 
prescri ed), he ch rge4 1, b t hen h e~tr~ct d to 
teeth for d, t e c re sonly 1. O." 

-+~ 1-1 ,.,, ,{ fl.. J... l;J fr-/ ~/.J d ro • 
/M ~ ~ f'-,-, .u ..... ,;t,._ r,.,l,r ' 
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l s er 1852 

t: • ff'e • • Tl s ... r • 1 • 1853 

This ar tel ls account f. id c l 

•• flret d 16, t 52. 

It entlon th rl• of ettolo y, t ra y and 

It ys cholera s tncro ce t --rth vt 

a sc ooner ut •t gtv r or lta 

la f cholera l l'lorl • 

See typescrl t l t e user\ t flt• C for cholera. 



Choler In the hamaa Sept b r 18 2 

Ref: 4H+-wtcM111■•. •-•• 



riti e u T nt.no 1852 

1 P rter; deri 1 • 135 

~ 

The lorida L gisl ture of 1852 aut orlzed the e bard 
citie and count1e to est blish aritime quar ntines 
·g inst ve. ls arrivln fro foreign ports wh ch were 
known to be infect d 1th cont gious d1aeasea. ( 

(,'~B~: The tion 1 Bo rd of Health, feder 1 organi­
zation ere tea by Congre s produced a health bull tin 
in which Or. R. B. ff rgis in one issue gives n intereat-
1ng ccount of the prevalence and course of n epid mic 
of yellow fever in en acola t then val y rd in 18~2~ 
He entioned the qu rJntlne of sever l infected vessels 
arriving from B van • Th1s federal bo rd functioned from 
1878 to June 1883 and app rently aided the ens col 
qu rantine et tion fin nc1 lly and very substnntially, 
c.f~ the above reference) 



The Ciimate of Florida 

1ef: Letter from the Office of the Surgeon General 
See manuscript !Le "C" 

October 1, 18 

In this etter 1vhich is i'lcomplete, someone from the Surgeon General's 
office detailed his experie ces 1vith the climate of F .orida personatly 
and specifies temperature ...:hanges from the records of the mi itary. 
In particular he states, "the general healthfulness of many parts of 
r,orida particularly on its coast, is proverbial, "It goes on to quote the 
percentage mortality at Ft. Marion (St. Augustine), Ft. Brooke (Tampa) 
and Ft. King as evidence of the healthfulness of Florida. He concludes 
that, "Florida, washed on the east side by the Atlantic, and on the west 
and southwest by the waters of the Gulf; daily fanned by the bree es of th, 
sea which 10fted over the whole face of the country; and lifts an atmosphe 
of equable temperature thro-wiater and summer, the climate cannot be 
more unfriendly to the health of man than that of the adjacent states whic1 
present but one side for a small portion of the territory to the ocean." 



Tall assee, a sickly place 1856 

Cash: The Story of Florida, p. 707 

States that as late as 1856 many people consider d 
'allahassee a sickly pl ce then quote a reason 
given aga·n t the location of e west ·lorida 
Seminary in Talla.~assec. It goes en to state that 
becatL,c of thi the t vn of Bol Air w~s founded 3 

iles south of the capitol. 



C~~~~cter of Fevers and Diseases 18 0-187 

Palmer, T. ,, . : MPdical Hi~tot-y of Florida, p. 34 t, 

1'Fror.1 860 to 187n, they C fevers and dit,eas. s re 
aiain of remittent c aracter~ an since 187 tot c 
present time (1877), fevers have almost entirely 
disappeared from th~ section now under discussion 
(Florida, North and wet o a line drawn from .... t. 
Augu tine to Tampa .. , 



C sh: story of Florid, P• 719 

"However, there was apparently more typhoid fever and 
uiph h ria (during th civ!.l ··c..r.) 0 



1862- 5 

cash: story of lor1d~, p. 718 

"To ke co dition ors , 
urlough oft n brought m ~ 

not to ntion lice, cabi 

old1ers co ing h e en 
le, mump and even s~allpox, 
a and other minor phy»1c l 

disturb nces. yost of the smallpox, howev r, w sin nd 
around such pl· c as J cksonville, yernandina, pald­
chicol~, Tallahaa e nd others of th gre ter populatioI 
centers. w . . l)cl.Vi ,in bis Civil ar and aeconstructio1 
in Florida, says thdt part of th work undertaken by th 
Fre dmen•s Bureau was vaccin tion of person agdinst 

smallpox and that thousand of persons receiv d the 
pr ventive treatment. It 1 c rtaiu that any Negroe 

sp cially around Fernandina nd Jacksonville, con­
tracted this dise se from the Federal soldiers who 
invaded the section." 
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cedar gey - A oe th-Hole 1862 

cash: story of lorida, p. 719 

"The worst mortality of thew 
at C dar gey and Fernandin • 
gathered to join the Fed ral 

r in Florida pro 
here so~- ny d sert r 
holdin those ton. 

bly 

ced~r gey was considered «death-hole•• for ont s after 
its c~pture in 1862.« cash attributes hl to over­
crowding and conta ious disea e brought tn by the 
soldiers. ue goes on to state that deserter fled to 
the swaps of Taylor and Lafayett county, r ther th n 
go to C dar K&Y or Fernandina bee use of the over­
crowding in those places. 



Treatment of Malaria 1864 

Ref; cminiscence of James 1. Anders..>o, M.D. P. 6 

States that his two older sisters died of laria when because of a 
Federal Army raid through South Carolin his father sent his mother 
and the children to Montecello, Florida to escape the Federal Army. 
He states " of course having only old boueset tea tu administer tbe 
children in those trying day contributed to good many deaths in that 
day." Thus, apparently boneset tea was used to treat malaria about that till 
He further states that they used smudge pots with old rags and sulpher in 
the houses at night to keep the mosquit.\ls away. 



Smallpox Amoung Ne r es 865-66 

Davis: Reconstruction in Florida. pp. 334-5 

"Smallpox was raging in localities amoung Negroes during L86.5-66. 
The Bureau~reedmen's) by systematic campagn of vacinatlon against 
the disease rendered a good service to the society. 0 
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1866 

Editorial: PbJsjclaD • Alachua County and,Oain•vtlle, J.P.M.A •• Oct. 
195S, p. 3M 

SmaUpoa appeared 1D a earby Cu1f Coast tlln (probably Cedar ICe,) duriDS 
the •Jrina of 1166 and ..,read to Oaln..-,Ule, but ODlJ a few ca8a occ:ured. 

See Item 32 In llbUoJlraphy. 
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Health Regulations 1869 

Cutler, H.G.: History of Florida, 1923, p. 218 

Quarantine regulations and a Board of Health provided 
for each port. 



1 Malari in Florida 1871-72 

uthor Not St ted: Guide to Florid 1 1872, p. 26 

I 

!"There waa wideapread m1eapprehen ion respecting the 
malurialcharacter of th interior of Florida. It is , in 
supposed th~t/ o e p rts the are• ch rg d with the oat 
poi onoua nd noxious~ pors rising from the swampl· nds, 
and that fevers r common in cons quence of it. It is 
true there is much sw mpy land in th state, nd th t 
wherever there 1a dense v get ble growth ccom niad 
by decompo 1tlon, ml r1ou d1ee4ses rise, uut in this 
cases, them gnificent breez a which sw ep cross the 
country, cle r the tmo ph re and puree it of its vil 
hu or. 11 fe era 1n Fla. • u e ucb ilder type 
than in other ect1on where thy are pre9 lent ... Tbe 
remedi l ch racter ot tb springs, which boun' in ev•ry 
p rt of the st t I u t not be overlooked. o e re 



2 1 ri in Florid 1871-72 

, \)thor not stated: Guide to Florid , 1872, pp.26-27 

known to be highly be eficial to tho rheum tic nd dis­
peptic p tient ." 



Sm lpo 1872 

Key ' t 

Diddle: ~ edlc l care ln Key West. p. 384 (the photo copy, manuscript 
file under K) ~ 

"Smallpox bad always been more or less endemic until recent years." 
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He lthfulness of lorida 1877 

Pal er. T. e ical History of Flori a 1 p. 39 

"fiome portions of the stato re better than others for 
the different cl aes of invalid. The coast for 

thma, disorders of dig stive organs. and sequelae of 
alarial diseaaeo. Tho interior for consu ptiv s ... lt 
oulu not be str nge if our public lands and swamps 

should g nerato fev rs, but we have the antidote easily 
acce s1ble in our extensive and salubrious seaco st. 
wh re almost entire 1 aunity 1s enjoyed from all alarial 
fevers." 



. ortality Rte in Florida 1877 

al er, T.'.: edic 1 History of lorid , p. 39 

"The only r 11 ble st tistics as to the he 1th nd 
ortality of Florid, are taken fro the ubli•hed 

reports of thu Surgeon G neral of the United tates Ary, 
and hey show tba average annual mortality of c se in 
Florid to be 2.6S, whil of the other portions of the 
United tats it is 3.5S." 



Treat nt of ■al· ri 1 diseas a 1877 

Pal er, T. edical History of lorid • p. 39 

«The treat ent of our m larial dise es is simple and 
usu lly succeusful. n anti-biliou purgative, and a 
few doe of sulphate quinine are 11 that is n ce sary. 
Very few disagreeable sequelae follow these dis aees, 
when proper trc tment is pur ued long enough to r dicate 
the fro the &yste ." 



Ois sea in llorida 1877 

al er, T.M.: edical iatory of lorida, p. 38 

"I h ve not known but a f w cases of a iatic cholera 
or single caae of hydrophobia in this stat . Nor 
h v I een ore than h lf a dozen c aes of sunstroke 
in period of 8 years. Few, if any state , c n boast 

s uch ... Few c ses of pul onary consu ption h ve 
originated in Vlorid, ~nd those are a ong pereons o 

trongly tainted heredit rily th tit will take any 
year rosidenc here to eradicate the previou po ition." 
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al ri~ in Florida 1880 

cash: story of Florid, pp. 725-726 

cash e into conaid rabl detail about c r in 
res of tlorida that •ere alariou whil oth rs were 

not •. H make the oint that alaria w s practically 
unknown in ~nd round th Florida Evergl· dea, and in 
tbe swap ection of Tylor, Lafayette and dison 
counties. 
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St. Augustine Post Hospital 1880 

Dewhurst, W.W.: The History of St. Augustine, 1881,p.17: 

The Post Hospital in 1880 was located near the military 
barracks and cemetery. 

Dr. Bonson and Mr. Buckingham Smith were responsible 
for the erection of a home for the aged and infirm 
colored persons west of Santa Maria Creek on King 
St. 11A matron, chosen by the ladies of the different 
church parishes subject to the approval of the Board 
of Directors, manages the home." (pp. 173-174) 
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Small pox Epidemic 1883 

,, ef: "DMC nears 98, still growing", Jacksonville Journal, 1 1ay 1.3, 1966 
- C ~:anuscript file "D" 

"In 1883 Jacksonville was plagued by small pox yellow quarantine' 
flags were placed o homes. But the flags were generally disregarded .. 
a local paper reports that on April 13 colorful mayor F. S. L' Engle assi1 
ned men with 'heavily loaded double barrel shotguns ' to guard the 
quarantine houses and instructed them to shot the first person who 
attempted to violate the quarantine ... a leaky-roofed 'pest house' was 
hastily buHt on the county hospital grounds to care for the victims ... 
the epidemic continued amidst allegations that if it re8111llned through 
the summer, Jacksonville would be bankrupt ... aboutffl persons had 
contracted the disease and 60 had died. ?\ 1eanwhile, the commonly used 
name for the community hospital was changed from 'poor house' to 
'pest house'. 
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Typhoid and Leprosy 

Key West 

2 

Diddle: Medical care in Key West p. 384 (photo copy, manuscript 
file under K). 

"Smallpox had always been more or less endimic until recent years. 
The same was true for Typhoid and Leprosy." 



ep y l894 

Hartly: Mi ston s and Milestones, p. 17 

"_.eprosy is mentioned as a problem because of unfortunate publicity. 
- There ar~ sensational articles in oorthern newspapers maliciously 

reporting the employment of lepers in cigar factories in Tampa md 
K y, est." 



Typhoid Fever and the Railroad 1893? 

Bell: My Pioneer Days in Florida, p. 53-54 

For more detail see master file under the date of 1893. 



Malaria transmitted by mosquitoes 1895-97 

Moll: Aesculapius in Latin America, p. 566 

The transmission of malaria by mosquitoes was proven 
by Ronald Ross. 



Smal at Key est I 

Di dl : w~"'U&"al e ey p. 38-f ( ho o copy, manuscript 
file under K). 

"Of cials of nit States Government ere confronted by actl 
and passive ho tllity from the local Inhabitants. The physicians ere 
suspiciou of ne i . Duri theSmallpo.x idemic in 1896 the 
clt12ns threatened 'fiolence when Dr. J. Y. Porter, Sr. , the State 
Health Officer, tried to enforce the isolation of infected patients. To 
overcome the O(DS itlon he d to enlist the aid of the United States 1 val 
fore and the U ted States i Hospital staff at thi port and to 
place harbor under martial law. 0 
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Di e: edical care in Key est. • 384 (the hoto c y. manuscript 

le ,m.-., .... K). 
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Ty hoid fe, r i 
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Dengue Fever 

Key 

1 9 

Diddle: • l care in Key est p. 384 (photo copy. manuscript 
file under K). 
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Cau es of Death 1899 ' • j .erick~ Memoirs, p. 133 

Lists the causes of death in the state in 1899: 

Consumption 490 Deaths 
Heart Dise-ase 274 

l'neumonia 253 

... al· ria 250 

Typhoid 200 
Dystenery 7 

Nephritis 138 
enengitis 126 

Enteritis 135 
Dropsy 105 
Yellow Fever 74 
Sm llpox 7 

Di.-beria 10 



2 c use t De th 1899 . 
R6rick: e oirs, p. 133 

M aales 43 
lnfluenz ~ Grippe 41 
Old Age 158 

ounds and Accidents 182 

There follows a notation of the leading c uses of death 
in th United States for the year 1900. The average 
death rate was 11.67 per thous nd population. 

Th re are also coapar tive death rate fro various 
die e in New England and the Northeast. 



; alaria 189 

Rerick: emoirs., p. 135 

"In the t elve onth 
population died fro 

of 1899 a out one person of 2.000 
this ( alarial fever) cause." 

"The alar1a:i f ver is most frequent and dangerous about 
the ha.mocks and her xcavations are ade for a1n1ng. 
railro d building, or street improvements, and where 
new c untry is given to the plow. It has been noted on 
the other hand that the workmen on the can ls in the 
Kissimmee and Okeechobee regions were singularly fr e 
from it. Operatives in th phosphate minea, where the 
work is carried on in deep pit where the solar heat 19 
intense and considerable moisture is und rfoot are liabl 
to cause inten e alarial poisoning during the summer." 



iphtheria • t Gainesville 1899 

e oirs, p. 135 

"In 1899 there was sli ht e idemic of diphtberia at 
G ine ville, nee ssitatin tb closin of school for a 
few days. There were 8 cases and one death. Rigid 
isolation and thorough fumigation with formaldohyde 
were Cdrrie out in every ca e and the town was soon 
f.tee of the disease. Diphtheria antitoxin procur d from 
the office of the State Board of B~alth was pro ptly 
used in all cases." 



Sc rlet Fever 189 

Rerick: Me oirs, p. 135 

During 1899• scarlet fever was reporte from Duval, 
Esca bia, Hillsborough. range, t. Johnf, arion and 

onroe Counties, but mild in type and no .f talities. 
In al ost every instance it has been possible to trace 
the source of infection to importation. 
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Sm llpox 1899 

Rerick~ Memoirs, p. 129 

Mention an outbreak of smallpox (doesent specify the 
location) which the sanitary agents had to deal with. 



all eb~l899 

mlc of an e tlmated 200 case with perhaps 
a 100 de tbs, all but on of tch GUAll..1.l.l,J; groes. The te 
Board of Health sent doctor o confirm the osl and provided 
"the virus for vncati " wbicb. was effective ln stop' lng epedemtc. 



Plague in U.S. 1899 

Moll: Aesculapius in Latin America, p. 567 

Plague invades the U.S. - taken from chronological 
table of Moll. 
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Smallpox Outbreak 1901 

Brink: Fifty Years of B 1th Work, p. 2 

"~nother llpox outbre k ppe red in the upper border 
counties during th 1901 session of the legislature. 
Food nd edic 1 care were still furnished so there• s 

consol tion if not real adv ntage in h•vtng sm l~pox 



t t rd o ff 1th l <>l 
La or tori• 

o ter: Seri 1 o. , p. l 5 

I 19 l t e t t o rd of H t ut or1 
t bliahin i r tin of b 1c 1 

1 bo Dr d rd 
l o 1 t t 

H b rtly t fter bor r 
built in T • e C 1 • 1 nd T l 
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ul ory V ccin t1on 1 l 

.)rt r: r1 l o. ->, p. 1 . 
r. .J. Y . orter obt 1 ed V of th 
t t 0 r of le 1th nd l cted pr en tive 

fr onro OU ty. He pted to bill 
for co ul ory V cci t on in t s 1 

rohi it d nd forb d th 
uc ail , turp tin 0 

p n 1 bor betor th re 
f cci t d. 

OU •• chiefly bee ·r 
th t p v ccin· ted t o 
le uh th bill f 11 d, un educ ton pro rae, 
refu ~1 top y for the food nd aedic 1 aid or nursing 
for tno • ill with•• lpox, nd th uae of qu rantin 
aigna on houses in which there were caaea of a■ llpo~ 



2 Co pul ory Vaccin·tion 1901 

orter; ri 1 No. 5, P• .13 . 
. gr du lly ccompliahed wh t the 1 gial ture f iled 

t p 



frev ntion of Malaria 10 2 

rick: mo.r , p. 137 

~••Th thorough s~r ening of houses not alone of beds, 
should be consi er as ssential a thing in Florida s 
build ng of a roof ov r the house. It should be under­
stood that the night air is dangerous only in the ab ence 
of osquito nets, nd kerosene oil, a thin fil of which 
kills the o quito' i glers' found in stagnant water, 
s oulu b liberally used wherever th re is opportunity." 



adlcatlo b ln• .Jan 1903 

Ref: u_,,__,,_,rm Disease In lorl 
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ook orm 

cash: ~tory of Florid, PF• 740-741 

J J,nu~ry nf 1903s r~: ~denr ~ Pnt uol u 0~ ~c pL 

beg n t cb~erve the di crce jc tha art of the state. 
Ori Adamson c lled this to the &tt ntion of or. uyrd, 
Field Representative of the otutP. Bourd of ue 1th, and 
the tate BOil.rd of Health efforts in this dlse e aa~e 
fro this time. 

(Johns. Bel ) 
(William p. 1dumson) 
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.vfalari 1n lorl 

Refer r. .... ·: .5, col 

Text: "' ffiLARIA IS AB URD" uotes an article l 
son founder of wi C. d. 

on.. "If ope oul take c lous s 
.v~ ve·rhewno. m, d even if malari 

th· ,,y tern this treatment 'oula soon el 
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re,is more or less malaria b r (Flori 
tter to keep lt out of the y tern. 
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Sm.a lpox 904 

Hardy: Millstones and • ~nestones. p. 20 

0 !.l 19 the co ol. f sm !lpox entailed gr ter financial ex ·ture 
than any of the other contagious di::teaaes wtth hich t:!1e State Boar of 
Health bad to cn:itend. In nine years 660 caseR • ere cared for at a cost 
of $6.95 p case.,. The management consisted of trca.tmentl medicine. 
food, nur es. guards and , tantial disin ection. During this and the 
p eceeding year~. there as a prom tion of vacillation and the building 
of isolation hos ·m1s or O est houses~•. These isolation hospitals ere 
constructed near Tam • Jacksonville and Miami (he doen 't mention Miami 
but I know that o e was built there) at a roximately $2,000 each. 
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Tuberculosi Control 1908 

Hardy: illstone and Mileston s, p. 12 

"T1e Sixth International Congress on Tuberculosis was 
held in ashingt n. D.C., Septe ber 28-uctober s. 1908. 
with Dr. Dorter and Dr. Daniel among the 28 in att nd­
ance from Florida. rganized anti-tuberculosis work 
in Florida began some two onths after this Congre s. 
The Florida anti-Tuberculosis Association came into 
existence in arch 1916. ~uch of the credit for anti­
tuberculosis 7ork in Florida beiongs to the Woman's 
Club of Jacksonville." 



1 camp ign ag in t Hook or 19 8 

fash: tory of lo~ida, p. 741 

~n aggr. o v ad cti e ca~paizn arrain t ho1kworm w~s 
'launche by th st t ~ of ealth in 1908; b gin ing 
with~ eeting of Th florida state Teac~er ssoci tion 
in Gain villa. Th t achers were informed of the 

y ptom of the di ase n urged to h lp find case. 
This re ulted in xtenaive interest throughout the st te 
and the findln of many caaes. At that tie the state 
Bo rd of Health paid the physician 3 per ca for 
treating indigent hookworm sufferers. Two phy ici ns 

ere detAiled to devote their full tie to this work 
a. p rentlJ Al o .. ··cash llientions a gift of 1 mil] ion t,y 

John D ■ Rockefeller for the eradication of hookworm 
dieease -- he does not state what per c ntage of this 
Florid got. 

Therapy (p. 742) as" f w doees of thy ol, r pe· ted at 
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,gregation of persons with infectious diseases 1909 

, H rdy: M'l tones and it t cs, p. 23 

,.: "The legislature in 1909 au horizeo the State Bo:l.I'd of Heath to provide 
for the care, segregati n nd lso!attvn of persons having c ntagio o~ 
infectious diseases. Tb!s ,ermltt-:::d a .. :q•.1IR1tion and malntenanc,~ o insti­
tutions foe the treatment of indigent persons with tub rculosis . However. 
the same legislat.ire deverted $60,000 which the ~tate Board of Health had 
intended to use for this purpose to the penslon fund. In 1913 after seve al 
years of flustration and a clo e study of the subject, an acceptable alterna­
tive was suggested. The plan as to employ a corp of trained nurses to 
travel the state, hunt out pulmonary consumptive and by advice continuous 
assistance teach the sick individual as well as other men,ber s of the fa.mil] 
the rudiments of health for living and thus protect the well members of the 
family as well as assist the sick." It goes on to state that in the fo lowing 
year three Jqmg. "sociological workers (nurses) for special tuburael 
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Jacksonville's Health Officer u a.Il u i:I. r y "' , .Lo .L v 

Smith: Seven Years of Preventive Medicine, JFMA 53, 
August 1966 (See manuscript file T mar Terry) 

On January 2, 1910, Dr, Charles Edward Terry was inducted 
as the first full time city health officer for the 
Duval Counly area, During the following seven years by 
enthusiastic effort he reduced the mortality of typhiod 
fever, smallpox, and tetanus dramatically and favorably 
influenced other diseases, For a dramatic account of thi 
see the above article. 
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V terin ry Divi ion - S.B.H. 1911 

rin: Fifty Y rs of He Ith or• p. 4 

-· " Veterin ry D1visio was one tie n i■porta•t part 
ot the St te Bo rd of Health, It• s established 1n 
1911, Its princip l ctlvities wer the control of 
ho cholera nd glanders and the er dlcation of cattle 
ticks which transmitted Te~as fever. lthough thea~ 
duties were fin lly taken over by the State Live tock 

anitary o rd provided for by n act of the 102a .. 
Legislature. 
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11 x theaapy 1912 

et: der: Flori 
Cbap. t6. • 3 

"In lookln d corr• pc,ndence of this p rlod, I 
found o • Incl lch I trled to preserve for th 
archives. • • • , •• the ractlc of the tat 

ard of Realt rt yslcl ne for th trruatt1M111 

cases of 1 t x and a you byslclan ln I lton, son 
Ith, ltted a Ill fo-r the tr t oft ree cases of that 

dlse ••• • had care for th t rou h t • tire urse of 
t elr I llneaa, d hla total bl 11 a unt d to $1 .oo. 

queatton that h had rendered the services, or that 
waa du, but • J.Y. Porter, the State 1th Officer, 
his es w e outral aly hi h. After some corr nd ce 
with Ith, which dld not cha e • Porter's o Into, he 

rand t t I found to bta aseletant, • llksaa fflr 

lrd• 

Cod All hty er the 
-~ 

bout .• th. sal 

hA had lv 

that 

lllo 



various na , d left over an asaft,,.... ...... 
who l not eet standards~ for an 

e had selected. • t 
1 t her • • •• 
f whether ldl:a or not r.i 

s l 

ff 
erl 
f t 
lat 

lndivldUal 
lly es 

lly declc: 
I did not 
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19l2 

Hatdy: i lsto and • esto'!lCS • • 2 

'½ major e idem·c of Smallpox occur cd in l912 in Florida ith over 3.000 
ca"'es reported. There were 60. -;acmations in that year. In later 
year"' the number of cases c!ecllned 1w th<3 i..,creasing ac-:ept.anc.:e of vacina• 
tion. Late in this per·oo.~ isolation h:>spitals '·• Jlt for the care of Small x. 
patient were either closerl or utilized for othe,. purposes." 
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Syphilis ortality 1914 

Hardy: ill ton s and Milestone , . 12 

"The death rte from syphilis in Flori 
18•V per 100,000 population in 1914 1 a 
7.9 for the registration ar a. This, 

c tie as 
cor1pared with 

nd th fact that 
syphilis caused more deaths than malar1 or diphtheria, 
prompted some educational activity by distri~t health 
officers ... The Bureau of Venereal Diseas s was created 
in 1918." 



tar_. 9 



Tuberculosis Work M~rch 1914 

Brink: Fifty Y -rs of e 1th Work, p. 6. 

"t.t eeting of th t te Bo rd of He 1th held in 
arch 1914, th ploy ent of nur e tor tuberculosis 

wor wu bUthori~ed. During the same ye r three nurses 
were n ged and beg n o education l c mp lgn. They 
fond nd vi ited 271 p tlents and gave the instruction 

bout how to live nd to void infecting other people." 



e 1th Tr in 1 15 

ort r; ri 1 o. 6, p. 164 

The lorid L 1 l t r of 1 15 ow r the tate 
r t • 1th to t "H Tr in". Thi 

r 1lro d c r d out 1th V b 1th 
h bit th t w di pl y d V r the to due t 

le e 1th tt r nd nit r t or 
t 11 r in th bov cited r 



Re istr ti-0 of 

Dr. 7i11i 
haJ -.iga..., 
becau:: th 

u tbs R quir d y 27, 1915 

I 

27. 1 
t.h • 

ord 

Y PY"" St. P ~ers -
CQr~., 4, r b fo thi 1 

e .. 



i:r ·st aniuu:y er -ppointed l916 

lardy: ~A.iUston s and Mil ~to es, . 22 

''The first sanitacy engineer was a pointed in 1916 in n bureau of engineers 1 

ing as eloped ·th the initia! majo purponc of pr enting Malar;.a 
throu_gb mosquito conttot . .,. 
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Communic bl Oise se Bureau - .B.H. 1916 

Brin ifty e rs of le 1th Work. p. 5 

The o municabl Oise s Bure u (of tho tate Bo rd 
of He 1th) a at blisbed in 1916 nd comprised a 
Di 1sion ot ield ervice. 01vi ion of L boratories 

nd Division of Child Hy iene. More det 11 is given. 



First Voluntary Health Organizution 

Hardy: Millstones nd Milestones, p. 76 

1916 

"The Red Cross, a qua I-government 1 organization 
with its program related prominently to the military 
forces, had its national birth in 1881, and aided in 
the 1888 yellow fever epidemic in Jacksonville. ore 
typical of the voluntary health agencies is the Florida 
Tuberculosis and Health rtssociation, which organized in 
Florida in 1916, though it had its n tional birth in 
1904 and initiated some activities in Florida in 1808." 
Thus apparently the Florida Tuberculosis and Health 
Association was the first truly voluntary health agency 
in Florida. Elsewhere in this book (p. 75) the state-

ent is made that there was no voluntary health organi­
z ti~n in Florida prior to 1916. 



osquito control 1917-18 

B rdy: Millstones and ilestone, p. 113 

"Tb e rly osquito control in the tate was for the 
ost p rt directed gain t the yellow fever mosquito, 

aedes egypti. It w snot until World War I that 
dr in ge and larvicidal measures were introduced at 
Camp Johnston, now the J cksonville aval Air Station." 
The test goes on to mention the erry Matarial Control 

roject in 1919 nd the Florida Anti- osquito ssocia­
tion organized in 1922. 



ilk P t.urization 1917 

• rdy: illstones and ilestones, p. 118 

"•'-bout this tim 
thoughou Florid 
milk product0 to 

ordinance 
requiring 

the public 

began to appear in citi s 
dairies selling ilk or 
to ~k have their cattle 

tuberculin tested. Later orpi_nances requir d pas­
teruiz tion. Bone and joint tuberculosis, resulting 
fro drin ing ilk from tuberculou cows, was bein 
revealed by the progra for crippled children. Con­
siderable controversy arose over the destruction of 
in~ected cattle and the pasteurizatiGn of milk ... 
However, as these ordinances were enforced, orthopedic 
cases of tuberculosis declined." 
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Change of State Health On,ccr l9L7 

~a • y: Mi 1st nes and ilestone • p. 30 

Gove.1."nor Sidney J. Catts who took office in January 7. 1917 as apparently 
intollerable to Dr. J. Y. Porter so he resigned. In his place Catts appointed 
Dr •• ~. H. Cox. a private practitioner from Brooksville as state health of­
ficer. To assist him. Dr. Hiram By.rd, a long time first assistant to Dr. 
Porter, was named scientific secretary. Cox served from 1917 to 1919 
when, because of disagreement with the Governor he was replaced by Dr. 
Ralph N. Greene. Greene served until 1921 when he resigned to enter 
private practice. Dr. Raymond C. Turck was then appointed and served 
until 1925 when he resigned. Dr. B. L. Arms, director:ik ..>! the diagnostic 
laboratories was then appointed and completed a four year term ending in 
1929. He was followed by Dr. Henry Hanson. 



l9l8 

Hardy: Millstones and Milestones, p.31-32 

The influenza pandemic of 1918 presented problems which surpassed all 
others. \\ithin one month there were 2,712 deathes in the state from this 
one cause. with up to 1-45 deathes on one day. During the four month epe­
demic deathes attributed to influenza and complicating pneumonia exceeded 
4,00. AU public health effort as directed toward aiding in tha care of the 
ill." 
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Vener al Oise se Division - 8.D.H. 

Brink: Fifty Yer of He 1th or , p. 5 

1918 

In 1918, n out rowth of the great war nd with th 
coo r tion of the U. s. Public H altb Servic, 

ener 1 Die se Division w·s est· b11sh d with 
fee al llotaen of 8, 00 nd n eq al a ount ap-
propri ted by the st te, campalcn of educ tlon,. 
di gno is, tre tment nd law enf rce nt • inaugur­
ated.-Ten Clinics were opened t strategic points tor 
di· gno is nd fr tre tment of indigent c ses of 
wyph1lis nd gonorrh 



Spanish influenza in Florida Fa 11 1918 

Ref: Straight, W .M.: Florida and the Spanish Flu, 

Jfl'iA 68: 644 - 654, August 1981. 

For much detail of this, the most recent horrendous epidemic 

in Florida, see the chronological file from Sept. 1918 to Dec. 

1918. There were lesser recurrences in the winters of 1919 

and 1920. See appropriate dates in the chronol~gical file. 
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.+'Bureau of Vene1111l Dise se 1918 

Hardy: illstones and ile tone, p. 126 

The Bureau of Venereal Diseases was created in 1918 
with the assistance of funds appropriated by the 
Congress, In 1921 it wasoon olidated with h Bure u 
of Co unicable Dieease . Again in 1938 with the 
build-up of orld War II a Divigion of Venereal Dis ase 
w~s again functioning in the tate Board of Health 1th 
th a sistance financially of the Q •• Public Healtl 
Service. 



1. 
pri ~ wis 

I . ay: "Gator • 

Judge May gives 
i Sl'i of 

that mans ~ ,.,. ., ............... 
" on after- .•. 
level ciistrict • • J appointed Jessee as adm 
e ·tate. He ed before he Cffl qualify and I appolnti the bus 
of their da~ adminlstra . r of both estate • But he did not 11 
to qualify. I · ppointed Art • «he brother of Jessee, th 
administrator of all the es.tate • and be dled before he could file 
his bond, vas t an left 1n the e famWe aod I bad to go 
out side for- repres utativ, s to e...-i.le - e e tate , e lost mor 
than 100 peopl in tbls small e~uuty of no more than s. 000, and mo t 



2. 
1 Flue at Dunnellen Spring of 1918 
• i fuy: ··' Gator ; Sb~::rs Mi:liliUY··. p .154 

of them were beads of f W D. " 



Venerial Disease drive 

. ardy: Millstones and il tone, p.32 

l9L8- 920 

From the impetus of ~ , I an extensive venerial disease drive was launched 
through the newly created Bureau of venerial disease. Clinics were open, 
some for a few monthes and some for a year. Neoarsphenamine for the 
treatment of syphilis s furnished to physicians from the State Board of 
Health. One lumbar concern employing 1500 men was found to have approxl 
mately 900 employees infected with venerial disease. In 1920 more cases 
of venerial disease ere reported by pby icians than for the total of the 
next three reportable diseases. Soon there after the venerial disease 
control activities BKk declined and continued at Low level for the remaindex 
of the era. 



Dengue Fever E emic l9L9 

Hardy: ·ustones and Milestones, p.32 

Mentions an "extensive epidemic of Dengue Fev-er .. in l919. 



Pe ·ry e perim t in Malaria Control 9l9 

H • y: Mi 

In L919 it 5/as decided that so ethin.:, m t be ne about Malari since the 
economy as well as the people re suffering. Taylor County bad the highest 
death rate from Malaria in the state. Therefore an intensive project for 
mo quito control was undertaken there and proved highly successful. This 
was partially financed by the Burton-Swartz Cyprus Co. , the city of Perry 
and T y or County. Sta e Board of Health furnished engineering assistance 
and supervision. The inciden oi laria as educed in excess of 90% 
upon co pletion of the mosq ito control program. This program as com­
pleted in 1921. 



?1920 

mstones . ;le tones, p. 34 

'Tra.choma. a c .ronic eye infe tion~ 1::w rcco~ ·zoo ng school 
children and rec-eived ma or attention by tbos working in child welfar ... 



"Burr Cott ges" Circa 1920 

Hardy: . ill stones and ile ton s, p. 121 

"In rural areas, om patients ere isolated in "burr 
cottages", one-~oo screen structures having a lift-up 
side. These wer usually located in the backyards of 

atients' ho s, and, when used as intended, provided 
the isolation reco mended. However, in one instance 
a vi iting nurse found Lll of the patients' chil ren 
locked in the cottage while the mother pati nt was 
r eking on the front porch. te had been advised to 
rest and this, she said, was her met~od of relaxation. 
In another instance the nurse found heavy smoke exuding 
from th cracks around the cottage windows, which were 
tightly closed. She feared for the patient, only to 
find he had died ome days previously and, since hi 

~
8 ~fi~tol~!pti 0 !l 8 6Reh~e ~ft3Bec88¥tii1g 1Dtih8wRm8h 8 ~8H e. 

plate opposite page 123. 



ubonic Plague - Penaacol 1920 

Brink: Fifty Ye rs of Health Work, p. 6 

••, c se of hua n pl gue ( bubonic) was discovered in 
Pen col by the writer on June 11, 1920 ... The Public 
He 1th Service w· s notified 1 mediately and asked for 

saist nee. force of govern ent en~was soo~ ent 
ln and in cooper tion with the Board of Health soon 
st mped out the dise se. Tr pp1ng operations were 
continued until My 1, 1922. During the ca pai9n 1 

ny rt were destroyed by cy n1de fum1g tion nd 
• ny buildings wer de r t-proof. •• 
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Bureau of Co municable Disease 1921 

Hardy: tillstones nd Milestones, p. 66 

"A Bureau of Com unicable Disease and Health Units was 
established (in the Stat Board of H alth) in 1921, 
with Dr. George Oa e as Director. Be had already had 
four y ars service as a district health officer." 



11,ox Epidemic - t. ter bur 1921 

ood: edical Highli ht - Fl. est Coaet 

n 1~21 n • id ie ot llpox broke out 1n the egro 
cho 1. Tbe city pbya1c1 n, Dr. Alvin J. Wood, b eked by 

the yr, r nk Pulver. nd th St. Peteraburg police 
fore, vaccipated th students and te cbera like by 
force. 



Epid mi D ue Fever l92l 

Hardy: illstones an Mi to • . 32 

ic o Dengu F r" in l92l 





F r 192 

> p. 34 

'E i mic f yphoi Fe ... er r rring source of em. In Miami 
outbreak in 1921 was attributed to contaminated oysters ... 



... 1 ri lped 19 ... 1 

rt r: eri . 7, p. l 3 

... 1., ~ 1gorou c 
opheles o uito s 

creon1ng of bo e or living u rt rs 

the 
p SW 

pro e-
ct d. Th c ief pro ot ~ o this w Georg 

; Thia drive w still in pro ress t tbe 1 e 

p rt J_ •rt h 

I 

rticl in 1925. I n • • A 

~ 1a: ~,,.f'- f'3. ,...~~ 
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Florid ttntl-Uosqulto ssoci tion 1922 

Brink: Fifty Yer of He 1th Work, p. 6 

The Florida• nti- osquito Association• s organized 
in 1922 nd the Florida ~ublic He~lth ssoci tion was 
1 unched in 1928. 





n ln: • '1926 

tdltorl t: 10 2 t. y l 26 

• 



d" htl ~r!a imunizati rogram 1926 

p_,s ·y! Mm.s • es and il t nes, . 34 

Men ·0ru, a program of .. .,cti ?e immunization .. •hicb was started in 1926 
that resulted in ecreasing Ill.h-nber oi illness i and death from diphthe ia.-



urgery for Tuberculosis at iami Circa 1927 

~ rdy: illstone and ilestones, p. 123 

"E~eu othorax was the ropular tre tent of the day nd 
f physjciens int is etbod. la 1 was elected 

as h site for the trainin • Local tuberculosis 
speci list ere leader in iving instruction. In 
addition to pneu othPrax soc si ple surgical procedures 
,ere being done in 1 mi, probably the earli st chest 

surgery for tuberculosis in the southeast. Desperate 
for space, plysicians installed their patients in the 

reenhouse of the Jackson Me orial Hospital. As the 
patients oved in, the flowers moved out." (Note: The 
term greenhouse related to the paint on the outside of 
wood n pavilion-type scree~ structures of te porary 
nature - Hardy is mistaken if he believes they were 
used as actual greenhouses for flowers., 



·~at Tubcrculosi 80 rd For ed 19~7 

rdy: '1llstoneu nd iloston s, p. 123 

In 1927 the l i ature creat d tue State Tuberculo&is 
Leard wi h uthority to tudy th proble , s lect ite, 
build boa itals, and deve!op pro ra s for th treatm nt 

f tubercul ai&. The fir~t State Tub rculsosis Bo rd 
ppointe by the Gov rnor w s compo ed of: . T. 

Edw rds, a Jack onvi-le business n; J. K xey Dell, .D 
of G ine ville, and rs. Mary L. Stanley, Daytona Beach, 
for er President of the Florida Federation of o en's 
Clubs, and at that tie President of the Florida Tub r­
culoais and He 1th ssoci tion. 



t,.. o quitll Contr l 

e.f: l{emin cen es of Ja • 

r-, entions in tituting drain e 
mixture of gasoline nd ld er 

(.: s J • • • 

ar d c ,ve • pain 1i.h a 
il t, cut d , n n 1t breed m . 



Prevention Jf t' l rta 

children in ide scr .en d 1r1 

th t the anophle mo C{uito • 
everal time in his re ni cen 

this point a clah that bys m 
frequency of malar·a in his area. 

' , • J . 2 

pa er h 
y marked 



Ric ttsial Di:ieae in Florida 192 -1938 

Re : , J.o.w., tickettaial Diseases 1n th Sout • .JFMA 28:270-
.vei:en:it>er, 1941 

Thia a.u rti on rick.ett9ial •4-Q•- (typb. , 
S D ~-TI~ b 

r tively l.ittle ion of Fl rid.as· cifical.ly, ut on p. 274 
i a table of th incidence of Typ us Fever in the u.s. f th 
ti.~. Publi lleal.t rv ce f . 1928-19 • :r is shows significa1 

t in -loT ut less t:han a rs 1n Geor ia. ere is 
a si :Uar le on p.27 U&;~.un with Rocky 'hountaia SJA)tted Fever 
lluicl\ c,,r. t t.-0 



1 reatment of 1 1' 

ef: o ... ,n, . . . • . 1 

He details hi ' er He reatm nt" uf • lar . 
by his fried. r. • . ... unes. He used l/4 bJ o • 

nd l galt.>n J~ u-' aL1..1. t-.> ravage the t >111 h thruu , • 

he put 20 grains o! C,)W nal into the tomacb and Lw-.> m e • 
Ph spho Soda. He en gave an enema fl gal O a er .JDtalDlll 

4 tble . of soda. 1hen he injected 30 gram of 4.uimue rn each hi a 
"cJrded" the arm and gave 7 1/2 grains of quaninc intra· niu ly. If th 
pupils began to d1.1late he slowed down the • adn i istratL>n .Jf tht. 
introven ul. 1 ine. D . e o df.scribed everal • scs 1 1ch 

this seemed t.> "{etch tl1 m ck fr Jm the d . • ppare ; 
mitial introvenous dosa~e it tYas given IO rr 11s 1 tghtly for 1 ay y n > . 
In more chronic cases ilien ctlntinued mtravenir>u 'iumarsen- perhaps 

tins was the pre( aration of ltUinine he refers to. 
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Malaria 

h..f; mtmscenc~b l arr 

' l had tabulate s me ·• t 

.i..afay tte ( ::; unty) vcre 1 cr~1 n typ 
the tr9pical ( 1ackwaLr f Vt,;r ry1 alana is IJn.ic a 
the reverse )f t 1t wa in an a ., > co ty; 9 1 f 1 
( blac vater f M"•r) type .. t.he maj!)rit cac:;es , ere s J t th a 
and triple infecn-.,ns ... ' 



Tay C 1111 1930 

1-'..erdy; and 1·1es one , p.37 and figure l. opposite page, 72 

. h th department • s est.abti .. hed 1:.n J, 30 in Tayto.r Co'J.nty 
1 • o o er co• ties Leon scam ia, foll wed in l93t ~ 1932. Aft.er 

cial Security .nmds bec!lD.le av i able. counties organized ra idly. s e 
sin., llarly and others • .:> oups f two or three 1mti 1960 hen au. 67 
·,ere ff l • ed nth the State Board of Health. 



County He 1th Unit - First 1 30 

Brink: Fifty Yer of H 1th Work, p. 6 

"The first full-tie county he 1th unlt under the 
t t Bo rd of He 1th began to function in Tylor 

County on ept. l, 1930." The inimu personnel 
consi ted of health officer (physici n with special 
public health tr 1n1ng), a public he 1th nur e, a 

dnitary officer and clerk. ucb a unit cost about 
l~,000 nnually t tho time Brink wrote the bove 

nuscript. 



a ar a esearch Station Tallahassee l931 

'Daant this period there were some bri t pots in public health rograms 
in spite of the inadeq e bud.rret. One as the establishment in 1931 of 
the Malaria Research Station at Tallahas ee. D • Mark Boyd, a well 
known Malarlaologist as appointed as director and paid by th Rockefeller 
Foundation." Goes o to indicate that they used ~laria to treat neuro­
sypbilus at the State Hospital at Chattahoochee .. 



Div!~ion of l-Aal.nria C tro Studies Established Se t ulber 1932 

!n Septem r 1932 the ivision of falar.ia C :ltrot S dies ;vas established 
~!th Dr. T. H. D. Griffitts1 Mal2.riaologist of the U.S. Pubic Health 

Service, assigned to direct the program. This was a part of the country-
ide study of tar·a parasites index. Alson in '.932 the U.D. Depart-

ment of agriculture Bureau of lncnm !. gy and Plant Quarentine established 
a mOdquito research station at Orlando which wan still functioning in 1964 
at Gainesville. 



1932 

Ha.cdy: il tones an Mite ones , p. J 

"The significan of m.Jtritional defic e,n_y as u. .... ~.... ··seas as 
recognized in this period. Pa ra had be .,....._,.,~= ........ .__.,v accounting 
for too to 200 deathes annually and for much ilitating il nes • Fie 
studies in the Southern states established that the cau of the disease 
deficiP..ncy in specific nutrition elements. In 1932 the legi ture • a thorized 
the free distribution of Brewers• yeast for the treatment d preventi n of 
this disease.'' 



:>TJ 'PUlSit J.C.: lla ra 

J.F.H.A. 2:234-236it F, • 1916 

I did not · d t..'lu but ue s.c •· to favor .. 
as the en e. 



Dengue Fever, Miami 1934 

Ref: Faver, Marshall: Ocular Complications following Dengue 
·epidemic of 1934, JFMA 24:395-397, January 1938 

I have not read this in detail but in brief it recounts cases in 
which he found eye damage which he attributed to the Dengue Fever 
epidemic of 1934. 



Dengue in Miami July. 1934 

Bef: Hanson, U.: IJel~ie Fever Situation, 
JFMA 21 :109 • Sept. 1934 

Brief editorial noting between 6000 and 00 c es of d 
fever 1n Miami starting in July, 1934,. or possibly earlier. 

Pointa out Y.P' .. carried by same mosquito so physicians s ould 
be alert for Y.P. 
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Public Health Nursin 1934 

Hnrdy: Millstones an i:iestones. p. 41-42 

'½fter some years of cut-back programs because of ex los of funds during 
the depretion the Division of Public Health Nin-sing "fell hair to eleven 
supervisors and 275 county nurses through the Federal Emergency Relief 
administration (FERA) nursing project. These nurses carried on a general­
ized nursing progr in public health with enphasis on the maternal 311d 
infant care, participated in hook worm and M3 aria survey. and gave ent 
education and assisted in communicable disease control. 111e state 
midwifery training prog,ram as activ ted. 0 



Typus Fever 1935 

H rdy: Millstones and ilestones, p. 114 

"In the early 3 's typhus fever began to be reported, 
and by 1935 th re were 27 reported cases ... " 



Florida physicidn investigators 1936 

cash: story of lorid, p. 748 

Mentions .be out t nding work in inve tig~tion o 
treat ent (or both) of certain oi ea~es: 

or. ark F. eoyd, M4l ria 
or. R• H• CGinnis, syph1111s 
nr. calvin T• young. smallpox 
or. G· ry R· HOl en, c· ncer 
or. John Keely, Hookworm Disease 

Thee men had done their work during the quarter of a 
c ntruy prior to the public io of c • • uoak in 1 3. 
No pacific articles by these men xa re r ferr d ~o. 



Hookworms 1939 

Hardy: Mi tones and Milestones, p. 44 

The American Public Health Association sent a team of consultants to 
Florida in 1939 to make a study and provfde recommendations for improve­
ment in the public health picture. Malaria and hookworms were emphasiz­
ed in their report. During that year four counties had a Malaria death rate 
of over 100 per 100,000 population and 16 additional counties had a death 
rate of more than 50 per 100,000. By the standard yard stick of 300 cases 
per deathf 1these figures pointed to at least 102,000 cases of Malaria per yea: 
in Florida. 



Malaria 1939 

Hardy: Millstones an ilestones, p. 44 

The American Public Health A sociation sent a team of consultants to 
Florida in 1939 to make a study and provide recommendations for improve­
ment in the public health picture. Malaria and hook orms were em basiz­
ed in their report. During that year four counties had a Malaria death rate 
of over 100 per 100.000 population and 16 additional counti had a death 
rate of ore than SO per 100~000. By the standard yard stick of. 00 cases 
per dea 

1
theac figures pointed to at least 102,000 cases of Malaria per 

year in Florida. 
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State Sanitary Code Law 1939 

Hardy: illstones and Milestones , p. 46 

In 1939 the state tegi lature ado ted the "State Sanitary Code Law." 0~ 
the basis of this authority, the Bureau of Sanitary Engineering in 193L 
drew up the first state sanitary code conta,ning chapters on subjects re­
lating to sanitation and quarentine necessary for the protecting of the 
public health. 



Gonorrheal Ophthalmia Protection l94l 

Hardy: Millstones and Milestones, p. 45 

The first law requiring installation of silver nitrate into the eyes of 
new bom babies to protect: fr:>Ir gonorrheal infection was enacted in l94l. 



thR • .... l94 

H y: . 4 

e :irom LVUilLi&I.-' high t 
y ,.., .... ~ ... cr.usas and Issi ippi tes. Over 

perioo 1930 to 1939 2. 749 Floridiana w r rted to have died 
• an erage of 275 pers n per year. This yenr Dr .. Jolm E. 

Jr.. lariologist of theRockefella .Foundation. was appointed 
director of the newly established Bureau of alaria Comro&.. ith the sup-
l>lement.ary aid of the newly entroduced D .D. T. , this program proved to 
be one of ~e outstanding success stories of public health in Florida and in 
the or.Id. The rapid decline in mortality and morbidity continued toward 
complete iraticatio from the tate. 



Venerial Disca l 2 

Hardy: 1illstones and Milestones, p .. 49 

1n Dr. Uson T. So der's re rt for 1942 he showed that 5% of Florida's 
young white males and 4 of the non white males had positive blood tests 
usually indicative of yphilus. Particutary disturbing was the finding that 
Florida's venerial disease rate was one of the three highest in the country 
for the whites and the highest for the non-w.1&1.~. Rap:l.d treatment centers 

ere established in 1943 in the introduction penecilun in 1944 produced a 
dramatic change in the teeatment of both syphilus and gonorrhea. 



Ty hu Fever 1944 

H rd.y: illstone nd ~ilestone , p. 114 

"In the early 30's typhus fever began to be reported, 
nd by 1935 there were 27 reported cases; by 1943, 

report d cases had r ached 314, and the gre test number 
of ca s (484), was reported in 1944. In 1945 the 
U~ . Public Health Services started a D.O.T. dusting 
progr 
areas. 

to destroy rat-fleas in the ~ndemic typhus 
Prior to thi , a rat-proofing progra was 

carried out in the major cities of the state. After th 
extensive dusting program, was completed, the t phus 
rate dropped sharply, and by 1960 there was not a 
reported case." 
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Sowder• Wilson T. 

Bef: Public Health Problems in Fl.a. i. JFMA 33:81-84,.&ug. 1946 

l!ave not read this article but it should be referred to 
at s future date. 



?oliotilyelit~ in Fltn-ida MY> 1947 

f: B.il ; Ed G.: f 0 t 
F orlda, Ji'!-

•loril 



Last Case of Malaria 1948 

Hardy: illstones and ilestones, p. 114 

"The lat confir ed c se of indigenous malaria was 
finally reported in 1948. 0 



Malaria in Florida 

Raf: 

.Jtm:.Ja.rY • 194 

End 1c in Florida. J !A 

is 
of 



Listed 3re t 
th 
Central ar_ . 

n er of ca es by county, and all of 
lorthern end of t. e Stat. m t ... 



Typ 

Ref: 

Co. t:r 1 

St t Boarl of trol, 

f) 

--J\11o-t, 191. 

' 35:103, 
Au t, 194 

r 

2 -•r- tlw 
Florida. 

e • the.t 
f • t 

jor import.an<: in Floricla.. 

Th r is ch red t4il out th 
the ef ectiven in control of t:h tion. 



Sowder, Wilson T.: Progress in Public Health in Florida, 
JFMA 35:635-639, April, 1949 

e rv 
c"' in 



l 

• c .. -

ate 



Malaria Eradicated 1950 

Hardy: ills tones and Milestones, p. 56 

''The major press for Malaria control was so effective. that in 1950 it 
could be stated unequlvically that this disease.so recently a maJor surge. 
had been eradicated. Yellow Fever and Dengue seemed only of historical 
interest. But the insect hosts remained and with them1berc was the ever 
present hazard of reintroduction and spread." 



Bat R bies. 1953 

Hardy: Millston sand Uil stones, p. 118 

"The first case of bat rabies in the United States was 
diagnosed in Hillsborough County in 1953. Extensive 
studies of wild life rabies were made by the Division 
Biologists during 1954-1963. The last human death from 
r bies in Florid was reported in 1947 ... 



Polio Epidemic 1955 

Hard: Mi ls tones and Heston • p. 56 

"Prior to the 40's, polio did not comunly occur in the South. but there 
followed a dis bing epidemics, the o.rst in 1955. Th n the polio 
vacine became a~ailabe. first Salk and th~ oral, Florida had an active 

~ . 

role in the early test of the effic ... cy of each of these vacin s. Evidence 
indicates that this dread disease k can be eradicated, and this goal is 
nearing a tame of period ... 

! 



Congenital Heart Disease 1958 

H rdy: Yillston~s and Milestones, p. 132 

"ln 1958, the Co mission (Crippled Children's Commission 
began treat ent of congenital heart diseases requiring 
&ur ery." 

{ 



Death Rate of TB 196? 

Hardy: Millstone and Milesto e, p. 121 

"The death rte in Florida r ache a low of 4 
10~, u in 1962, with a national rate of 5.1. 
lu rate nd better r ponse to treat ent 
in ~ublic apathy and co placency ( bou t 

e • 
,...bis 

resulted 

\ ' 
' 



Ensepbalitis in Florida l962 

Hardy: Millstones and • t ston , p. 57 

Since 1959 three e idemic of vile ensephaUtis (a mosquito born disease 
transmitted chiefl.y from birds), two mall and one substantial, occured 
du to the St. Louts ensephalitis, all of these out breaks in the Tampa 
Bay area. In L962 Florida's ensephalitis renearch center was established 
it in space made available by the Southwest Tuberculosis Hcspital in Tampa, 
This is supported by grant by the N.I.H. 



Encephalitis - Tampa 1962 

Hardy: M1llstones and Milestones, p. 165 

"n added major research program grew out of the 
disturbing St. Louis Encephalitis epidemic of 1962 
in the Tampa Bay Area." 
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Venereal Disease in Jacksonville December, 1968 

.1ef: News article, "Will • avy put Jax off limits?" The Miami Herald 
Lccember 14, 1968 , page 28A 

;-J ws article fiU'ed in manuscript file "S" "Syphilis'' states that venereal 
tli.::,case is so rampa'lt in Jacksonville that some Navy authorities are 
co,1sidering moving th city off limits to thou:;,ands of sailors a,1d flyiers 
stario'1ed nearby. 
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