
Sawyer, W.B., Dr. 

Ref: Interview with Dr. S.H. Johnson (black) 2/5/81 

Dr. Johnson recalls the oldest physician (black) to practice 
at the first Christian Hospital in Miami was Dr. Sawyer. 
This hospital opened in the 1920's. 
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SHISLER, J.W. 

Loe: Miami 

Ref: Minute Books DCMA 

Made application for membership in Society April 15, 1915. 
Must have been accepted as his name shows up from this date on. 
Elected to Board of Censors for year 1916. 
Elected Vice President of Society for year 1917. 
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Dr. Skaggs Took In Borders January 7, 1904 

The Daily Miami Metropolis, Vol. 1, Jan. 7, 1904, p. 5, Col. 2 

"Mr. John A. Titcomo of Brooklyn, New York, a retired business 
man of wealth and leisure, is located here for the winter. He 
has an elegant suite of room; at the residence of Dr. and Mrs. 
Skaggs and is delighted with both rooms and board, the table 
as supplied by Mrs. ',. J. Gautier being splendid ... 11 

Apparently Dr. Skagl'Ss took in borders to help pay his way. 



Herniorraphy by Skaggs February 4, 1904 

The Daily Miami Metropolis, Vol. 1, No. 49, Feb. 4, 1904, p. 8, 
Col. 3 

Operation for Herniatny 

Performed by Drs. Skaggs, Gramling and -ffett yesterday 
afternoon. ?t.l(rfJ 
"Drs.Skagg, Gramling and Pi-eu performed an operation known 
as herniatny yesterday afternoon upon Walter Weatherford, 
an employee of Correll's Livery Stable. Herniatny is a 
falling of the bowels into the scrotum and is a forrn of 
rupture or strangulated hernia, and with which the patient 
has suffered a number of years. 

11The operation is a difficult and dangerous one to perform 
and was very serious in this case as the patient had been 
in a very bad condition for about 30 hours previous to 
the summoning of the physicians. This morning Weatherford 
was resting easy with a temperature of 99, and while he is 
doing as nicely as can be expected, his condition is serious, 



though there is a possibility of recovery." 

This is undoubtedly the operation cited by Skaggs in the 
D.C.M.A. Bulletin of tw!lt EdllJ l!JJO!.,. J;,.i" 111'+ • 
The paper of the next day mentions that the railroad had 
finally reached Perrine. t:;' 

,...-1· 
On Feb. 6th under Town Topics is the following notation: 
"Weatherford improving - Walter Weatherford, the white 
man who was operated on Wednesday by Drs. Skaggs, Pieu 
and Gramling for a herniatny is improving and is likely 
to recover, though the operation was a very delicate one 
and extremely dangerous, only a small percentage of such 
cases ever recover. 11 



Dr, Skaggs home town August, 1904 

The Daily Miami Metropolis, Vol. 1, No. 210, Aug. 15, 1904, p. 5, 
Col. 3 

Note stating that Dr. and Mrs. Skaggs are at the home of 
"Dr. Skaggs' people at Victor, West Virginia." They had 
apparently visited the exposition in St. Louis and after visiting 
with Dr. Skaggs' people would go to Louisville, Kentucky to 
visit Mrs. Skaggs' people. 



Skaggs Buys Automobile 
September, T9(J1+ 

The Daily Miami Metropolis, Vol. 1, No. 243, Sept. 24, 1904, p. 5, 
Col. 2 

"Dr. P. T. Skaggs bought a fine automobile known as the American 
Stanhope while he was away this summer, and it is now in the depot 
here and will be in use by him as soon as the weather breaks 
enough for him to get it out.

11 
• 





Skaggs' Automobile ttstable" October, 1904 

The_ Daily Miami Metropolis, Oct. 22, 1904, p. 5, Col. 3 

"Dr. P. T. Skaggs has contracted with F. w. Hahn to build for 
him a two story automobile stable on the rear of his residence 
lot. The second story will be finished up for living rooms." 



Dr. P. T. Skaggs 1904 

Miami Metropolis, Vol. 9, No. 26, December 2, 1904, p. 4, Col. 3 

"Contractor Hahn is pushing the new cottage of Dr. and Mrs. 
P. T. Skaggs on Avenue C between 13th and 14th Streets rapidly 
ahead to completion. This home, when completed,vill be one 
of the most convenient and attractive in the city and will have 
costed in the neighborhood of $2,500. Dr. and Mrs. Skaggs 
expect to occupy it in sight of two weeks." 



Skaggs Has Dengue November 6, 1905 

Ref: The Daily Miami Metropolis, Nov. 6, 1905, p. 5, col. 2 

11Dr. P. T. Skaggs, \'tlo has been quite sick for a few days 
with dengue, is so far recovered as to be out today and expects 
to be able to see his patients tomorrow." In the Nov. 7th issue 
is a note that he had recovered sufficiently to make his profess­
ional rounds that date. 



1ce o ao:gs May 21, 1909 

Ref: The feekly Miami Metropolis 14: May 21, 1909, p. 1 
c,· 1. 2 

"Off ice building will be started shortly by Drs. Skaggs 
and Enloe". The article goes on to state th;:it Drs. 
P.T. Skaggs and Gillespie Enloe will begin the erection 
of a building ab,...,ut June 1st on 12th Street between 
the Housian Hall Hotel and the office of Mr. E.A. Wadel 
It will be "two ,tories in height. The loi,·er floor 
will be used by the owners of the building for their 
offices, laboratories and operating rooms, while the 
second floor will be rented for office." 
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SKAGGS, Peter Thomas, M.D. 
Cppied in toto from: Men of the South, A Work For the News­
paper Reference Library, Southern Biographical Association, 
New Orleans, La., 1922, PJ,>351 and 391. (Loaned me by Mrs. 
J.W.(Margret) Casey 1/26/63.) 

"Peter Thos. Skag§s, physician, was born in Nicholas county, 
West Virginia, March 6th, 1869. • 
11He was graduated from the University of Kentucky, March 30th, 
1896. 
11Dr. Skaggs is one of the leading physicians of South Florida 
and a prominent citizen of Miami. He enjoys a large practice 
and is held in high esteem as a citizen. His service during t 
the World War was especially noticeable. He was commissioned 
a First Lieutenant of the United States Army, in September 
1917. je was appointed a member of the Medical Advisory 
Board for the 4th District of Florida and served as chair-
man of this board until May, 1918. He was ordered into reg­
ular service United States Army, in October 1918, and was 
assigned to duty in the office of the Sur~on ~Qrt pf 
Embarkation, New York City, where he servtid ufitil February 1st, 
1919, when ne was transfered to the Hospital Train Service, 
remaining in this service until dischar~, December, 1919. 



"Dr. Skaggs is a .rrember of the Dade County Medical Society, 
The Florida State Medical Association, and the Southern Medical 
and American Medical Association. 
"He was married to Kate Barger, January 29th, 1896. 
"His busmess address is 145 East Flagler St., Miami, Fla. 11 



Cohen, Isidor: Historical Sketches and Sidelights of 
M..~~1 Florida, Revised Edition, Privately Printed, 

.Mia.nu., 1925, pp 98-99 

11Dr. P.T. Skaggs is one of Miami's earliest pioneer 
physicians - in fact the only surviving pioneer in the 
profession. Dr. Skaggs has made an enviable record as a 
pnysiciml and as a patriotic citizen. He has contributed 
generously to the welfare of the coJill'llunity. During the 
yellow-fever epidemic in 1899 he distinguished h:imself 
by his ceaseless ministration to the sticken, regardless 
of complmsation. His countless patients and innumerable 
fritmds hold him in the highest esteem. The next 
mtkJi: oldest physicinas are, in order mentioned, Dr. 
w.s. Gramling, Dr. E.K. Jaudon, Dr. A.L. Monroe and 
Dr. C .F. Sayles. ti 
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Skaggs, Peter Thomas 

Loe.: Miami 

Ref: Peter Thomas Skaggs Obituary, JFMA 32:688, June, 1946 

Bord in Nicholas County, West Virginia, and died in Miami on April 
2, 1946, at the age of 77. Graduated from the University of 
Louisville Medical School in 1896 and came to Miami soon thereafter 
He became a member of the FMA in 1902, and was a founder member of 
DCMA. 

There is considerably more detail, some of which is not correct. 



SlITTH, James Archer, M.D. 
Copied in toto from: History of Florida, Past and Present, 
Historical and Biographical, Vol. III, pp 82-83, The Lewis 
Publishing CoIDJlany, Chicato and New York, 1923. Loaned me 
by Mr. Norris Fredrick Baskin. 1/26J63 (he has only the one 
volume in his possaesionl 

"James Archer Smith, M.D., is one of the successful and rep­
resentative physicians and surgeons of Dade County, where he is 
established in general practice in the fine little city of 
Ho~stead. 
"Doctor Smith was born in Madison County, Florida, in 1892, 
and in the same county was born his wife, whose maiden name 
was Ada Palmer. He is a son of James Archer Smith, Sr., and 
Dora (Walker) Smith, his father having long been one of the 
substantial ex:ponets of farm enterprise in Madison County, 
where the Doctor was reared on the old home farm, his early 
education having been acquired in the public schools of his 
native county. In preparation for the profession of his choice 
he entered the Atlanta College of Medicine, in the metropolis 
of Georgia, and in this excellent institution he was graduated 
as a member of the class of 1914. After thus receivnng his 
degree of Doctor of Medicine he enga!Jed in :ldm: practice at 



Punta Gordo, De Soto C01mty, Florida, where he remained until 
he responded to the call of patriotism, when the nation became 
involved in the great World war. In the spring of 1917, almost 
:immediately after the United States declared war against ' 
Germany, Doctor Smith volunteered for service in the medical 
corps and proceeded to training camp at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, 
where he received commission as captain and was assigned to 
the Three Hundred and Third Sanitary Train, Seventy-eighth 
Division. With his conmand he crossed the Atlantic to France 
in June, 1918, and there he was in active service on the front 
line at St. Mihiel and in the Argonne Forest. Prior to this 
he had been selected to attend the arnzy-medical school at 
Longres, where he further fortified himsmlf for the r~sponsible 
service which he later rendered. He continued in service 
overseas for some time after the historic armistice brought x 
active hostilities to a close, and returned to the United 
Statesin June, 1919, which month likewise recorded his receipt 
of his honorable discharge at Camp Dix, New Jersey. 
"Soon after the termination of his loyal service in connection 
with the World war Doctor Smith established his residence at 
Horestead and identified himself fully with the interests of 



, SMITH, Janes Archer, M.D. card #2 

this prosperous and rapidly growing town, in the center of 
• one of the finest agricultural and horticultural sections of 

Florida. Heve he has built up a substantial and representative 
practice that attests alike his ability as a physicain and 
surgeon and his personal popularity in the connnunity of his 
~doption. The Doctor is an active member of the Dade County 
Medical Society, the Florida State Medical Society, and the 
Association of Military Surgeons of Americal and he is 
affiliated with the American Legion, the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
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Stiles, Dr. Harl"'J' 

One of the first six physicians licensed in Dade County -

1893 - 94 

License t3ee was $1.00 of xixk which Judge Allen E. Heyser 
was allowed to keep 25¢. 

Clipping :Bile of the Miami Public Library, Dade #1 f f ~ 
Doesn 1t specil'y his location 
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