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Parrott, A.R., Dr. Dies May 11, 192 

Ref: The Miami Herald, May 11, 1924 

"Dr. A.R. Parrott Dead As A Result of X-ray Shock ... His Head 
Touched High Powered Wire of X-ray Machine" 

"Dr. A.R. Parrott, shocked Wednesday morning in his office at 
142 East Flagler Street while making an x-ray examination of a 
child, died at 6:40 Friday morning at the Jackson Memorial Hospital 
from the after effects of the shock. He had been unconscious since 
Wednesday afternoon when a hemorrhage resulted and a blood clot 
formed on the right side of his head in the region near the base 
of the brain. " The article goes on to state that initially it 
was thought he had not been seriously injured but then he lost 
consciousness and on Wednesday night a craniotomy was done by 
Dr. R.O. Lyell, Dr. John C. Turner and Dr. E.K. Jaudon to remove 
the blood clot which had formed. Dr. Parrott came to Miami in 
1919 after discharge from the Army Medical Corps, was vice 
president of the medical staff of Jackson Hospital, and was a 
member of D.C.M.A. and other organizations. His full name was 
Archie R. Parrott and he was born in Americus, Georgia in 1884. 
Graduated from the Atlanta Medical College and served an internship 



a ospitals in 1905 and 19()6. He 
practiced in Georgia for 2 years, moved to Jacksonville where he 
practiced until 1918 when he entered the medical corps as a first 
lieutenant. He was discharged as a major and came to Miami. The 
article gives his overseas duty. He was associated in Miami with 
Dr. W.S. Gramling and did both medicine and surgery. He married 
Miss Annie Hamilton and had three children. He was buried at 
Woodlawn Park Cemetery. 



PERKlNS, Franklin Aborn, M.D. 
Copied :in toto from: Men of the South, A Work For The News­
paper Reference Library, Southern Biographical Association, 
New Orleans, La., 1922, ,PP 353 and 391. (Loaned me by Mrs. 
J.W. (Margret) Casey, 1/26/63.) 

Frankl:in Aborn Perk:ins, M.D., was born at Medford Mass., 
December 12, 1884. He is the son of the late Judge Chas. E. 
Perk.ins, and Helen C. A born, daughter of a shoe manufacturer 
at Lynn, Mass. His borthers are Dr. Roys. Perkins, X-Ray 
Specialist, CoIIDil.onwealth Ave., Boston, Mass., and Dr. 
Hamilton C. Perkins, South Boston, Mass. Both served as Cap­
ta:ins in the recent World War as Xray Specialists. 
"He received his education :in the public schools of Dover, N. 
H., graduating from the High School in 1906. He entered 
Tuft's Medical School and graduated :in 1910. He received 
hosptial tra:in:ing :in the Boston City Hospital and the House 
of Good Samaritan. He passed the Massachusetts state board 
of the practice of nedicine, and later the Ma:ine board, and 
practiced in Portland, Main ., for two years. On acc01.mt of 
his father's health, he cane to Jacksonville, Florida, where 
he passed the state board examination and practiced in that 



city for eight and one half years, W1til 1920, when he came 
to Miami and opened offices :in the Gr~ Hotel to~ 
resume the general practice of medicine. 
11Dr. Perkins is a thirty-second degree Mason and a member of 
the Elks. 
"Dr:ing his career in Miami he has given his best efforts to the 
city and is regarded as one of the valuable )Ilen of Southern 
Florida. 
11He was married to Leah Helen Hutchins, Fevruary 26th, 1914. 
"His business address is the Gralynn Hotel, Miami, Fla." 
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This doctor lived principally In Key West - see the biographical 
file under his name for considerable Information about him. 



Dr. Horace E• Porter: 

"Porter settled there (6oconut Grove then knovm as 
Jack's Bight) in 1873, cleared a tract of land and 
planted many trees, in eluding a large coconut gorve. 
He established the Coconut Grove post office, 
presumably through the influence of some of his friends 
in the government service~ . . . • and it was in service 
until February 3, 1874, when his interest was diverted. 
The disastrous hurricane of 1876 destroyed all but 
two of the coconuts and by 1882 the forest had overgrown 
and hidden the remanents of Porter's plantation. 11 

He gives a portrait of Porter and the following infor­
mation about him: Graduated from Yale Medical College, 
1861. Enlisted in the Union Army as an assistant 
surgeon of the 7th Volunteer Infantry and was later 
made Surgeon of the 10th Conn. Vol. Ll'lfty. He was 
surgeon at the hospital at Beaufort, s.c. (had 9 doctors, 
100 nurses - Clara Barton the head nurse - and 2000 
sick in his care although he was the yot.mgest doctor 



on the staff). After the Civil War he was incharge 
of a hospital at Fort Casper, Wyoming, and at one time 
he was the Surgeon General of the G.A.R. He died 
Sept 23, 1912. 

Munroe, Ralph Middleton and Gilpin, Vincent: 
The Commodore's Story, Ives Washburn, (no city), 1930, 
pp. 116-117. 
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Porter, Horace, M.D. 

Loe: Coconut §rove 

Ref: Reminiscences of Rose Wagaer Richards - see typescript in 
the manuscript file under Dade County material 

In the above reference are two brief mentions of Porter: 
pages: 73 and 87 



Porter, Horace, Dr. 

Ref: Parsons, G.W.: Manuscript diary, See transcript in the 
Manuscript fite "P" for "Parsons Diary." 

P• 7: Nov. 21, 1873: When Parson's came 
initial trip to Miami in the mail 
he landed first at "Dr. Porter's 0 

there to get the mail. 

from Key West on his 
boat (Governor Gleason) 

- later mentions trips 

p. 15. Dec. 19, 1873: Parsons spent the night at Porters, "slept 
very little (sand) fleas were so bad. 11 

p. 16. Dec. 21, 1873: Notes, "Henry .(Barn s) feeling rather unwell 
& wanting some medicine at Porters" they went there in 
Carl Whitner's boat. On the same trip they got the mail 
"as there is a P.0. 11 there. 

P. 19. Jan. 2, 1874: Mentions a panther around the clearing at 
Dr. Porter's, "the Dr. never went out after dark minus a 
gun.'' 



Author 

Title 

Journal 

Subject 

p. 22. Jan. 19, 1874: Apparently Dr. Horace Porter left 
Dade County for good on this date. 
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Commodore Munroe states: "When I arrived here I found a 
Dr. Potter and his brother, George, living at the 
mouth of :imm: Little River in a neat two-story cottage. 
I think they were from Cleveland, Ohio, and had come 
to benefit, if possible,the health of the brother. 
Shortly after their establishment, the Lake Worth colony 
succ4eded in opening up communication from the 
North that began to draw settlers and winter visitots 
to a small exten, and later on appealed to the Potters 
so forcibly that they migrated to what is now West 
Palm Beach. This left us without any medical or surgical 
ass.istance whatever, •... " 

Munroe, Ralph Middleton and Gilpin, Vincent: 
The Commodore's Story, Ives Washburn, (no city), 1930, 
page 208. 





POTTER, Richard B. 

In the Miami Public Library clipping file, Dade # l, p 76, 
is an excellent article on the Potter family written chiefly 
about Bernard Miller Potter, the (? adopted accordmg to 
H.J. Burkhardt) brother of George and Richard B. 
Quotmg Bernard, "my two brothers R.B. Potter and Geo. W. 
Potter, came to Florida ahead of me in 1873. 11 He goes on 
to say that R.B. was the pioneer physician of Biscayne Bay. 
He mentions R.B. using a sailboat for transportation. He 
says that brother George had asthma and R. B. picked south 
F~orida as the best climate for him after a study of the 
climates of the U.S. Mentions that George was president 
of the first bank in W. Palm Beach. He says that when he 
(B.M. Potter) arrived there were about 100 people within 
100 miles and the majority of these were located on the 
east side of :kn Lake Worth. Captain o.s. Porter and 
Geo. Potter established the first real estate firm in 
W • Palm Bch. Sister Ellen E. Potter sbald 60 afres of her 
property to Henry M. Flagler for the townsite of Palm Beach. 



R.B. POTTER, M.D. 

Interview with Mr. Edison S. Freeman, 7801 NiE. 4th Ct. 
phone, PL 7-7600. He was born Sept. 1889 in Dade Cty. 
His father homesteaded 88 acres extending from the railroad 
to Biscayne Blvd. and from 72nd St. to 79th St. The house 
his fath~r built still stands on? 76th street. 

Freeman states that Dr. Potter's house stood almost if not 
precisely on the xiJ:hc site of a house built about 1900 by 
Arthur Griffin at 8500 N.E. 10th Ave. At that time the 
bay came much closer to the property than it does now for 
it was ver:, shallow and has been filled in for the present 
real estate developimnt. Indeed, Freeman says this arm of 
the bay on old maps (before 1925) was called Potter's Bight. 
He mentions a severe hurricane of Sept. 7-llth 1878 - says 
that the 6oast Guard has a log of this that was transcribed 
by his brother and stored in the Coast Guard Archives at 
? Elizabeth City, N.C. 
N.E. 12th Ave.,he states, was the old government trail - ie. 
the road made oy the ariey- to move troops from Ft. Lauderdale 
and points north to Ft. Dallas. 



When he was a boy Little River, which runs through his father's 
homestead, began at the bridge over iixllX tittle River at 
N.E. 2nd Ave. - it had five tributaries.that made a sort of 
fum.nel from the.glades into the river and down to the bay. 
High pine land such as his fath~r had and prarie land adjacent 
gave way to marl and this to everglades. Near the above 
noted bridge was a rapids of hard rock that maintained the 
water table in the glades and during the high water season 
the current here was so swift you couldn't ascend them in a 
boat without pulling yourself along by the trees on the bank. 
At the foot of the rapids - approximately opposite the indian 
mound in El. Portal - was a "boiling spring" in the Little 
River that had to be skirted lest it overturn your boat. The 
water was crystal clear when there was a good flow from the 
glades but became murkey when stagnant. During the spring 
rains he thinks as much as 10011 of :f\ain would fall in several 
months. Near its mouth the Little River was 201 deep. 
Sherriff Billy Mettair (pronounced Metaw) named Humbuggu.s -
the prarie between what is now 17th ave. and about 79th st. 
west to the Hileah Race Track - because his boys were trying 
to farm a part of it and ate so much he was paying more out 
in fo~d for the boys than they were produding for him. 
llettair had a blacksmith shop at N.B. 62nd St. just west of Blvd 











POTTER, Dr. R.B. 

"·•• has been a resident of the county a number of years, 
coming with the first settlers and locating on Biscayne Bay. 
He afterwards bought property on the lake, a distance south 
of the present location of West Palm Beach. For many years 
he was the only practicing physician in the county and has 
taken many long and tiresome jaunts both on foot and by boat 
to reach patients. He now has for his Lake practice, a swift, 
handsome cabined launch made especially for the purpose and 
fitted up with every possible convenience •11 

Above copied from an unidentified newspaper clipping in the 
Florida collection of the Miami Public Library, entitled 
Dade #1. page 26. 
Also appears in: 
Gardner, C.M. and Kennedy, C.F.: Business Directory, Guide 
and History of Dade 6ounty Florida 1896-97, The Tropical Sun 
Print, West Palm Beach, Fla., (No publication date), pp 120-1. 
(copy I saw in the possession of H.J. Burkhardt, W. Plrn. Bch.) 



Dr. R.B. otter 
The Weekly La e Worth ewe, Chrietmae Number, Dec. 1900 
u. 22: (eeen a.t R.J. urk rdt' l!, VI. Te.1 :Sell. 2/9/6~ 

"Dr. R •• Potter ie one of be oarlie~t eettlere in Dade 
County, coming here fro Cincinnati, Ohio, •ithhie 
brother, Geo. w. oster, in 1375. He fir t eettled 
on ~iec yne Eay, h ving entered a ho e~te~d in the 
neigh orhood of the reeent town of Lemon City. !n 
1880 he ae elected to the legislature, and fro. the 
outloo &t that tie concluded to go further northto 
meet the adv nci. ng tide of i prove ente, l"toving to 
La1 e 1 orth, again with hie brother, in 1881, here he 
hae ince reeided. He ,r e elected ng in to the 1 eg .. 
ielature in 1896, when e etccecded in ha.vin~ vhe No 
Fence L~ enacted, •~ich ha~ been a great boon to the 
fruit and tr, ck growete of D de county. lle h .... ~ nz ctic~ 
hie nrofee~ion ever eince hit, arri v 1 in the en unt , 

nd hae endured all the b rdehi e incidental to 
doctor'e life in an uneettled region, frequently e~iling 



all night in etonny i,re __ ther to get to a atient, o:r a.l ""i 
the beach, 1,•hich in former ctaye wae the only m \Jhou of 
co unic vion between .IHcce.. ne ..3, • n<1 L ke ·1o1·th. 
He, t ~reeent, livee in 1cet Y ic• ch ~nd ib intere~te 
1 rp;ely in orange nd nineanule cultur~, havin,0 n lurgc 
acreage of ninee and eome orange and gra e~~ruit tree a 
few miles , outh of the town, o.nd al..,o a young grove of 
thirty cree of or nge~ few milee weet of jupit~rt 
which he ie imr,roving in com-p ny 'i th E • .,.. Dindck, Geo. 
v.. Lainhart and other citizene of Lare Worth. Dr. otte 
ie one of Dade county•e moet nrominent phy~icians, a 
member of the board of directore of the Dade County State 
:Sank and hl!te one of the best nereonal followinge of any 
man in tbie eection. He ie one of the oet chariat~ble 
of men, going about doing good quietly, unaeeumingly, anc 
it irJ only th orugh accident that the public fins,lly learr 
of eo e of hie good deade• while many are knorn only to 
the recinient ant to Him who nicd"Let not your right ha.nc 
know ,,rha t your left hand doe th•" A :_ohy!!i cia.n of rEre 
~rofee ional skill, and enternrieing citizen, a true ~nd 
honeet friend, R. •. PQttt'-fe:rl- e a man hof 11,rbom i.t mei.Y ~..rell 
be ea.id "the rorld 1e oe becauee e 1vee in 1't. 
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POTTER, Richard B. 1870 

Dr. R.B. Potter county clerk of Dade 6ounty, 1870 according 
to: Writers Program, -.P.A. in State of Florida; American 
Guide Series, Miami and Dade County, Bacon, Perfy, and 
Daggett, Northport, N.Y., 1941. This book is in the Florida 
collection of the Miami Public Library. 

However, this is probably incorrect for B.M.Potter says 
R.B. came to llorida in 1873, and the Secretary of State 
of Florida says (cf. letter dated 1/30/63) he was appminted 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Dade County on April 9, 1877 
and served until Feb. 10, 1879. 

Could there have been two different positions or terms of office~ 
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Potter, Richard B. 1874-1875 

Loe: Biscapne Fla (Little River) 

Ref: Parsons, G.W.: Manuscript diary - see transcript in the 
Manuscript file "P" for ''Parsons Diary." 

p. 36. Jan. 21, 1874: Parsons went to see "old gentleman Hunt ••• 
were introduced to Dr. Potter and his invalid brother 
of Cincinnatti (George Potter) 

p. 54. Mar. 16, 1874: Col. Carl Whitner became incensed over an 
unsatisfactory letter received from Dr. R.B. Potter 
"about the Mayor James Place 0 and apparently organized a 
posse, (Parsons and fl ve others) who went by boat to 
Potter's place prepared to "take forcible possession if 
necessary of the porperty, pullind down the house and 
taking it away." At first "the P's" were "inclined to be 
obstinate" but later they paid$ 67 in cash and the matter 
was closed. (Wonder if this was for the cabin thye lived 
in - the one depicted by George Potter?) 



p. 62 Connnents of Dr. Potter to Parsons re the death of the 
Brickell daughter. 

p. 182. Feb. 19, 1875: mentions visiting Dr. Potter "the deputy'' 
to get a legal document acknowledged - implies Potter 
lived about a mile from Hunt. 





April 1874 
DESCRIPTION OF MIAMI: 

n . • . a grove of cocoa-nut palms came into view marking the 
entrance to the Miami river, the mouth of which is concealed 
by the nature of the ground. 
"Sailing up to a hundred yards from the cocoa-nut grove we 
dropped anchor in ten feet of water, and pulling in the gig 
some few hundred yards up the Miami river, landed at a rough 
landing place on the left bank, where we saw a negro lying 
asleep. It was some time before we could arouse the dark:y, 
but at last we got h:iln on his legs, when he announced h:ilnself 
as cook on the Fort Dallas estate, and though sick, he went 
at our bidding to inform the manager of the estate of our 
arrival. 
''Throughout Florida the settlement of Miami, on Biscayne Bay, 
is represented as a sort of terrestial paradise, •..•• It is 
in reality a very small settlement on a ridge of limestone, 
rising from five to thirty feet above the sea 1 with a loose 
sandy loam over it, only a fiew inches in dept.h, but tolerably 
fertile The climate is equable but very hot, the scenery 
is pretty but never approaches magnificence, while the 



multitiude of insects makes life hardly endurable. 
"At Miami there are four houses, two on either bank of the 
river. On the right bank overlooking the bay, stands the house 
of an English settler, Mr. Brettle, well situated on a bluff 
with gardens and terraces, carefully kept and planted, making 
it about the prettiest residence in South Florida, and the 
only one with any claim to taste in the laying out of the 
gro\lllds •.•.• Near it is a store kept supplied with necessaries 
from Key West, which does a considerable trade with the Indians 
who resort thither for whiskey and beads. 
"On the left bank of the Miami river lives the gentleman :in 
charge of what is called the Fort dallas estate, owned by a 
company of which oru fellow-traveller the Doctor(? Dr. J.V. 
Hat;ris - couldn't find his name in the book on quick scanning) 
waw one. The estate consists of six hundred and fifty acres 
of land, about twenty of which have been cleared and planted 
with cocoas, guavas, orange and other fruit trees, but now 
form a wilderness hardly distinguishable from the forrest. 
There are some stone remains of the old Fort Dallas, occupied 
by soldiers dur:ing the Indian war, and a row of stone-houses 
or out-buildings now falling into ruins. 



April le'74 
Description of Miami, cont. 
"A great objection to settling at Miami is its isolation, 
the only communication it possesses with the outside world 
being by a little mail-cutter wm.ich sails twice a month to 
and from Key West; but a greater objection still, in rrry opinion, 
are the winged insicts, two species in addition to those we net 
in the rest of Florida attacking us the moment we landed. 
One of these was what the natives called a horsefly, about the 
size of a very large blue-bottle, and withthe buzz of a dozen 
of them .... the other fly was considerably larger, resembling 
the striped hornet-fly •.. 
11A great deal is said by Florida land-agents about Biscayne 
being made the terminus of a railway to be constructed from 
Jacksonville, via the town of Enterprise and St.John river to 
Miami, and ~hom thence to reach along from key to key on tressel 
work as far as Key West ...• Beyond the fact that the track is 
marked in the maps of Florida published at Jacksonville, 
there is no reason to suppose that such a line is ever likely 
to be built as long as Flroida remains in her present bankrupt 
and impoverished condition. 



11At its mouth the river Miami is about eighty yards in widlth, 
with a dept~ of eight or nine feet. It has a rocky bed, and 
shores fr:inged with mangrove. Ascending the river in the 
schooners's gig,we found the tidal water reached about three 
miles from the bay, the slope of the rivers bed being greater 
than in most of the Florida rivers. Winding along between 
mangrove-clad banks, the haunt of herons, bitterns and alligatorf 
the river has an average depth of ft.Cl: four feet for a distance 
of seven miles further up, when the navigation is barred by 
what are called the falls of the Miami, some five or six feet 
high, the highest in South Florida, where the river breaks 
through the rocky brim of the Everglades, about eitht miles 
above Fort b:'kbcwnq Dallas. 

Townshend, F • %!Ix Trench: Wild Life in Florida with A Visit 
to Cuba, London, Hurst and Blackett, 1875, pp 235-243. 

(loaned me by the South Florida Historical Society) 
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1875 

Dade County Officials in 1875 (appointed by governor) 
County Commissioners: W .B. Brickell, Andrew Barr, 

John A. Addison, and CharlteB of Lake Worth. 

County Judge: T .w. Faulkner 
County Clerk: Dr. R.B. Potter 
Tax Assessor: A.C. Richards 
Sheriff: William Metaur 

, (Dade Cty. extended from Caesar's Creek to a po.int north of 
Jupiter - a distance of more than 150 miles) 

Hollingsworth, Tracy: History of Dade County, 1936 1 f ~ I 
Secty. of State's records disagree with this (cf. letter in 
Potter file folder) stating that Potter was commissioned 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Dade Cty. on April 9, 1877 and 
was succeeded by P.W. Faulkner on Feb. 10, 1879. 
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• ' 1st Sheriff 
John Frohock, who died at 

90 a few days ago, was called 
"Dade Coun1y's first sheriff." 

"Not so," corrects Joseph 
Faus, a rral old-timer. "He 
wa~, I think, the first elected 
Dade County sheriff in 1899." 

,_ "But the real first sheriff 

y was \Villiam l\Iettair, a two­
fisted, gentle-hearted resident 
of old Ll•mon City, tlre cradle 
of civilization of Southea.stem 

r.. Florida, founded in 1869. l\let-
- tair was appointfld sheriff in 

1882 by Gov, William Dun­

4'I 

fl. -
nington Bloxam. The territo­
ry needed a tough man to ride 
herd, - ' - "Internal Improvement 

.. Board of Florida bought 500,­
~ 000 acres of South Florida land 
C in 1881. This opened Dade\ 
~ County for development. Con-

men followed the merchants 
A and farmers. Bandits often held 
'- up the Lantana-Lemon City 

the Everglades. \ t stage coach and vanished into 

"Sheriff Mettair had a, gun 
'4 am! a famous horse 'Prince.' ::t:" He rode the trails from Fort 

Pierce Southward. He wore a 
~ badge of courage. His gunplay 
.,,._ was spiced with oratory. He 
- had nary a notch on his gun '5: but he established respect for 

the law." 

* * * 
'fll.. , r,f-n Q#-? 



Tuesday, April 7, 1875 
Letter: Robt. Hosea to "M.y dear Doctor" 

Apparently Hosea has been visiting Potter at Biscayne and is 
now on his return trip to Cincinnati. He writes this from 
Key West. He left Biscayne Apr. 4th, boarded a vessel at 

?Miami (mentions "exploring the mounds, hearing Brickell 
huge tales, dining & supping with Lovelace & reading scalawag 
in the evening to Wm Fogg, Mrs. L. & the rest, Ewan Da7, 
Peacock, Parsons, etc. Went on board schr- at 11 P.M.J 
Says he will "get the Wilmington, now at Havannah, on Thursday 
morning for Cedar Keys. (?) & Savannah Montgomery (?) Ry. 11 

Apparently Mr. L.F. Potter was at Biscayne for he says: 
"Your Father had better not stetY too late if it gets sickly 
as he will be quarantined at N. Y. 11 

He goes on to state his feelings about Biscayne Bay countyr: 
"Sell out your place, shake the red ants & scorpions out of 
your boots and come up to a civilized land. This will do to 
visit but as a steady diet, is a little too mixed. To live 
at Biscayne a man has to become a Koonty digger or else sell 



whiskey to the Indians & get their trade as Brickel has •..• 
All the people of Biscayne seem in a chronic state of 
cussedness. Brickel talks of Hunt Sturdevant Gleason, etc 
Rhodes & Fogg(?) & ladies live in a nettle patch and they 
all unite in curs:ing Hunt & he seems to take his revenge in 
return:lng the compliment. The lower end of the bay curse 
youra.e.rld & your end ignores the lower end. This seems about 
the conclusion of Day & Ewan & I would leave the crowd & not 
waste nw energies in uselessly endeavoring to promote 
harmony. 
"E. & D. seem to think every man who comes to B bay, has run 
off from Navy, Army or from civilization for some deviation 
from propriety. Brickel he says it is rumored may have been 
a convict at Botany bay as he hails from Australia & 
Sturtevant from Cleveland fro som Malfeisana etc,etc,etc. ad 
nauseatum. 11 

This letter loaned me by Mrs. Ben C. Stewart of Palm Beach 
cf. Thermofax copy in Potter file folder. 
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Potter, R.B. 1878 

First Recorded will in Dade County was made on April 2, 1878. 
It was11acknowledged before Richard B. Potter, Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, Dade County, Florida, on Tuesday* 2, April, 
A.D. 1878. 11 

Mentions George W. Potter as a witness. 
cf: Register of Wills, Book 1, Page 1. 

Noted in: 
Clipping file of Miami Public Library, Dade # 1, p 65. 
(paper and the date of clipping are missing) 

Letter f~ID'!Il Secty. of State of Fla (1/30/63) in Potter file 
folder states Potter (Richard B.) was commissioned Clerk of 
the Circuit Court of Dade County, on April 9, 1877, and 
P.W. Faulkner was commissioned to succeed him on Feb. 10, 1879. 
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1880 

Dade County Population, 1880: 257 

Hollingsworth, Tracy, History of Dade County, 1936 
1 
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Potter, Richard B. 1881 

Records of the Office of Secretary of State of Florida 
show that Potter served in the House of Representatives 
from Dade county in Lhe session of 1881. 

cf. Letter in the Potter file folder from the Secty. of State. 

Letter appearing in the Miami Public Library clipping file, 
Dade# 1, p. 58, from the Secty of State of Fla. to the 
Metropolis Publishing Co. verifies this and adds that he 
listed his residence as 11Biscayne. 11 
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1888 

Dade 
County seat moved from Miami to Juno in 1888 and back to 

Miami in 1899. 

Hollingsworth, Tracy, Hisotry of Dade County, 1936, p 32 





1890 

Dade County Population, 1890: 861 

Hollingsworth, Tracy: History of Dade County, 1936 1 ~ 3L 



1892-93 

STAGE COACH FRCl! LANTANA 'IO IEMON CITY 

cf. letter from WesleyW. Scout in Potter file 

The county road from Lantana to Lemon City was built by 
Guy Metcalf, publisher of the Tropical Sun, in 1892, and a 
stage began running between the terminals in January, 1893, 
with an overnight stop at Stranahan 1s New River camp. The 
stage continued until the railroad reached Miami in April 
1896. 



1888 
I 

CELESTIAL RAJLROAD 

cf. letter of WesleyW. Stout in file of Potter 

The Jacksonville, Tam.pa & Key West R.R. had a spur from 
Enterprise to Titusville, and in 1888 began operating steamers 
on the Indian River from Titusville to Jupiter to connect 
with its little Celestial RR. to Juno and connection with a 
small steamboat to Lake Worth settlements. 
But the little narrow-guage did not get going for a year or 
more and scmetimes was out of operaidnn for weeks at a time 
so passengers rode in a horse or mule-drawn stage to Juno, 
probably mules, less vulnerable to the ravaging horse-fly. 
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POTTER, Richard B. 1897 

Records of the Office of the Secretary of State of Florida 

show that Richard B. Potter served in the House of Representative 

from Dade County in the sessionx of 1897/ 

cf. letter from the Secty. of State in the Potter file folder. 
dated 1/30/63. 





1900 

Dade County Population, 1900: 4,955 

Hollingsworth, Tracy: Hisbory of Dade County, 1936 I r 'l-



The weekly Lake Worth Newe, Chrietmae number, Dec 1900, 
n. 22 Our Profee~ional men 
(eecn at H.J. Eurkhardt'e, W. Pe.ln :Sch. 2/9/6:5) 

Liete ae ~hyeiciane: 
R. J!. Potter 
H. C. Hood 
L.D. Eaton 
N.S. urnham 

ehort biogranhiee of each of theee a pear long with 
a ~icture or Hood and one of Burnhame bouee 
Conied in toto the ecrint -bout Potter and Hood. 
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Potter, R.B., M.D. 

Loe: Miami and West Palm Beach 

Ref: Reminiscences of Rose Wagner Richards - see typescript in 
manuscript fiel of Dade County material. 

The above reference contains two brief mentions of Potter and 
his brother - nothing new• see pages 84 and 134. 
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Dr . E . W. Pugh 1904 

Miami Metropolis, Vol. 9, No. 15, Sept. 16, 1904, p. 5 

"Dr. E.W. Pugh has gone to New York to take a post graduate 
course in medicine and surgery." 

In the next edition of the paper it mentions that he went 
via Key West and the Mallory Line steamers. 



Dr. E.W. Pugh Marries August 2, 190::, 

Ref: The Daily Miami Metropolis, Aug 2, 1905, p. 5, Col. 5 

"Dr. E.W. Pugh and bride, Nee Miss Adelaide Austin, arrived 
in the city last night from DeLa.nd, where the nuptial knot 
was tied last Sunday. Dr. P~gh is one of Miami's leading 
physicians and had been away for several ueeks on his vacation. 
His marriage co1ninG both as a surprise and a pleasure to many 
friends and acquaintances. Mrs. Pugh was one of the popular 
teachers in the Miami High School last term. She is cultural 
and accomplished and will be a valuable addition to Miami 
womenhood and society. 11 A description of his marriage 
ceremony appears on page 1 of the Daily Miami Metropolis 
August 5, 1905. 



Dr. Pugh Dies April 17,1909 

Ref: Miami ¥.etropolis, ~pril 17, 1909, p. 1, col. 7 

This is a fairly long article which states that Dr. 
Edwin W. Pugh died at 4:20 A.M. "this morning" after 
an illness of less than 2 days. It goes on to state 
that the death was due to tetanus and that Dr. Jackson 
had attended him and had called all the other physicians 
in the city into consultation. At the time of his death 
he had just been elected President of the Dade County 
Medical Association. It states that he was born in 
Perry, Georgia, "about 42 years ago" and had practiced 
medicine "in this city 12 years, leaving once for about 
a year, then returning here." He was a graduate of 
the Vanderbilt University in Nashville Tenn. and 
president of his class. Before coming to Miami he 
had practiced for a time in Palm ~each. 

"His life here was spent in relieving suffering humanity 
and a patient's call was never too late in the night or 
during too stormy weather for him to respond, and the 



thought of remuneration was never seriously considered 
by him. It has been truly said that Dr. Pugh was a 
big hearted man and never spoke of another except to 
applaud some commendable trait of character. He was 
everybody's friend and all who knew him well, were his 
friends." It states that he was married on Aug. 1, 1905 
to Miss Adeline Austin at her home in Deland, Florida. 
He was buried in Jacksonville at the side of his mother 
who died about 2 years prior to his death. 
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