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decades have been its Christology, and the role within the theology of 

dimension to the life of Christ, reminding us anew that he was fully 

human with r-eal human choices . as well as di vi ne. The latter theme, 

Chvistian cells to learn both about the faith they profess and its 

implicatiol1S on how they v1ew their world. How then, are these issues 
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treatment of christology and the CEB 1 S in these three works: Philip 

Pantheon Books, 1986>; the Vatican's Sacred Congregation for the 

<San Francisco~ Harper and Row, 1986). 

~ J .. 
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Berryman!s account which is the most useful beginning in analysing tl,e 

Christology. The book as a whole has been written to explain to the 

essential principles of liberation theology. Cardinal Joseph Ratzing<~r, 

in his official capacity as Prefect of the Congregation of the Faith 

and the Boff brothers have written what are in comparison polemical 

.... ..::-
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liberation theology 1 

be drawn from this is that for Berryman the new theology is intimately 



CEB's origins are placed in the context of a pastoral re~ from 

the sisters ~nd priests in particular to the realities ofpost-

far more closely linked to popular religion bas~d on the s than 

for instance~ that the poor are the ones who 

this 

work , is only an introduction, and does not purport to treis 

subject with the depth of, for instance, a Torres , who slizes in 

this area. Berryman 1 s discussion of the role of the CEB 1 ~he 

however: in this process the pastors who were 1n touch wie people 

saw how alienated the people were by the discrediting of of the 

saints in the post-conciliar era, and so these pastors ca use the 

CEB 1 s. While showing how encouraged the members of the ccties are 

he does place the movement in perspective. Thus, while 2.lion 

two percent of that nation's population~ while the celebrbase 



P~lqF2 1.+ 

communities of Nicaragua attract less than one percen t o f the 

evanqelical Protest a nts in Latin America, lead Berryman to conclude in 
- e 

In comparison with his carefully developed analysi~base 

communities, Ber r yman's enquiry into the Christology ofon 

theology is considerably more lightly disc u ssed. Nevertte 

brings out the major themes as discussed by Sobrino and 

suffering f i gure as he has been for centuries portrayed 

that he made enem1es because he denounced religion withe that 

his resurrection was God's vindicat i on of his life; and prior 

state authorities of his time would cons 1der subversive. 

fuller development found i n that source and in other waias 

maintained fidelity to his mission even when it looked 
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whole life-death-resurrection cycle is inspiring as never before Latin 

interpretations of God. 7 

Berryman 1 s book, 1n sum, is extremely successful bducing 

however, of Cardinal Ratzinger, formerly ~ liberal thee 

th~ Catholic Churchis teaching, the Sacred Congregatio~e 

doctrinal orthodoxy in liberation theology, and in then of some 

liberation theology which was in parts most condemnato~e 

teaching as a whole. Worried in particular about what ~s the 

uncritical adoption of Marxist thought by many liberatblogians, 

and the weakening of the notion of individual sin and lhe need 

for salvation in Christ, Ratzinger listed the potentia~uences 

of these v1ews, consequences which could not be allowec 

thf.: 11 theo 1 og i <::-:·::;, o·f 1 :i. bt:•r at i en '1 tE··nd to m :'!. !:=.:.uncd 

or to eliminate[ ... ] the transcendance and g) 

6. Ibid., pp . 53-57. 
7. Ibid., pp.157 . 
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man; the sovereignty of grace; and the true nature 

and the sacraments. One should also keep in mind the 

between good and evil is not relativized, the real 

meaning of sin, the need for conver sion[ ... ] 

One needs to be on o 
on o ·:iE~ ' f~;! ua r cl ag .-:~ i ·r·i~::. t t h f:?! 

politicization of existence which, misunderstanding 

the entire meaning of the Kingdom of Gorl and the 

transcendence of the person, begins to sacralize 

pol1t1cs and betray the religion of the people in 

favor of the projects of the revclution.~ 

theology itself. While these tenets fall outside the discussion o f 

this paper, it will be important to note the mindset behind 

which we shall now turnw 

and foremost a liberation from sin. He is also merciful, and as a ll 

8. Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
1Jl~:.:t_L~A.~_t.1 .. £~D ...... r;.:.rL .. !~;:.q:.:c .. t.§..tn ..... e~?._b,_f~~.f;.o.t .~ .. c:.~.f __ t.b.5~ ...... :I.h .. §.~.q . LfL~;_:x: .... s;.~.f._ .. .!::.j~~~~J£:~ .. c-~.J: .. t.r~:.r~ .. ~~ :, 
August 6 1984, XI. 17. 
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in the revolutionary struggle rejects what Ratzinger calls the 
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of 

it is in the context of its challenge to church t r aditi1 
I.-

and procedures that Ratzinger crititicizes the base communities as 

presented by the theo logical champions of these communities to the 

doctri n ally in the communities themselves. In particular , he focusse 

on the ~implification of the faith 1r1 its p resentation within the 

Such an arrogant, elitist and dismissive appr o ach deeply affron 

the Boff brothers~ Leonardo and Clodovis, who 1n thei r 1986 wor·k 
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more than some liberationists is directly shaped by their experience 

the present myths, successes, and hopes of liberation theology, in 

the ma1n ideas of the liberationistsu For the Boffs, the theological 

theme of liber·ation and freedom is basic to Jesus 1 s actions. 14 

message was from a poor person, the poor can boast Jesus was one of 

American poor today. 1 5 

On behalf of the poor then, the Doffs take a1m at Ratzinger in 

particular when he minimizes the contribution of the poor in the base 

lack of exper1ence with how such communities work, or knowledge of 

with its cosciousness-raising, rehabilitation of 

communities, and the repe~ted deepening of fa i th 

through meditation on the great themes of faith. 16 

church, which is oppos1te to the reality the Doffs see of ~ctive 
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l~ Ibid., pp.26-7 and 50. 



people, and emerge from the communities strengthened 1n faith. 18 

In the union of the hierarchy and the base communities, a new 

distinguishing characteristic of liberation theology, enabling 

the more abstract world of religious academia. As Clodovis Boff arg ues, 

popes of marxist tools of analysis, and those actions of Pope John 

Paul II on its behalf. Despite, '·- ........... ·- ··-
J ~ \...1 l:'.; t·.·:! \f t:::! J ~· 

·- ·-'=· l . .l ~ ; :c:tvr=: ·foJ.l()i:··Ji::=:d l:i.b(72r<:?.tio·r·: tl·:eology~, 

that the Vatican document, in not officially condemning this 11 new w ay 

painting too brave a face on the case? Perhaps the answer lies in 
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therefore its treatment of its christology and tl1e base-communities 
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the Vatican has pursued an ambivalent path, Ratzinger 1 S letter bei 

liberation theology on christology is less immediately threatening 

the Catholic Church•s hierarchical structure than the democratizin 

church hierarchy 1s more likely to arise from dispute over the 

1 at: ter- i s:;.~:.u<~" 

Positions taken on the nature and impact of the base communit 

taken on these issues do inform the overall argument of ea~h ~s a 

whole. For Leonardo and Clodovis Boff, and indeed for Berryman, th 

base communities in particular are central to a main strength of 

liberation theology, its setting in practice and its galvanization 

church; the christology of the Boffs and of Berryman instead draws 

a line of thinking which includes placing Jesus in opposition to t 

religious hierarchy of his time, a path which led to his death. Th 

E.~ 1 " I b i d • !! p p .. :1. l ··-· :l C.~ • 
22. Berryman, pp.188-89. 
23. Ibid., pp. 77-79, 98-99, 109-10 .. 
2l+.. Ibid" !I p .. 7~5. 
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issues of christology and the CEB 1 s are intertwined in these 

their general disctJssion of these themes~ Berryman, Ratzinger and the 

Boffs ell illuminate our understanding -even if 1n Ratzinger 1 s case 

tht::.•O ·•· .... ,~1 ,r 
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