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except to work towerd the establishment of a national vark. From e
technical standpoint, therefore, the burden rests with the state.

However, the aree is very obviously in the United States and is
one of the nation's nationel wonders. Regardless of land ownership,
0il possibilitises, or final park establishment, it is our opinion that
the Federel Covermment hes important responsibility in cooperstion with
the state to assure protection of natursl values within the park bound-
ary until such time as complete jurisdiction by the Federal Government
is assumed. This would scem to indicate that Conclusion No. li above
was the one to be adopted. It would result in the most permanent end
valueble benefits to the nation, if a legel and technical means could
be evolved for the assurence of this interim protection. Such protec-
tion is considered far more importent then e hurried scquisition of
portions of the aree which might be dicteted merely by a policy of
expediency. We recommend that possibilities for procedure along this
line be given further sutdy. Inter-sgency . eand state agreements
end new Federal and state legisletion es well es funds would be reguired.

‘.
C. Re Vinten,
Coordinating Superintendent.

Duplicate
cc: lir. Demaray
Regional Director, Region One.
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The present state law authorizes the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund to convey lands with or without oil or minersl re-
servation according to their discretion. The law also provides that
the lands will revert to the state of Florida should the Everglades
NVational Park ever be abandoned. When this point wes reked in the
conference with Governor Holland, the Director commented thet the
Service should explore the legel aspects of establishing the Zverglades
National Perk under these conditions which might involve the retention
of oil end mineral rights by the stete and the conveyesnce of lauds
contingent upon a reversion clause.
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