Jamuary 12, 1944,
A BILL
To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to accenrt o minimum ares within the
proposed boundaries of the Everglades National Park, Florids, for adminis-
tration and protection, and for other purvoses.

Be it enscted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States

of Aaorica.gg Congress assembled, That, notwithstending any provision contained in

the Act of May 30, 193% (48 Stat. 816), providing for the establishment of the
Bverglades National Park in the State of Florida, the Becretary of the Interior be,
a;d he is hereby, authorized in his discretion to accept on behalf of the United
States title to approximately 200,000 acres of land and/or submerged land deemed
by him to be s satisfactory minimum area for administration and protection for na-
tional park purposes within the area of approximately two thousand square miles
recommended by said Secretary in his report to Congress of December 3, 1930, Dar-
suant to the Act of March 1, 1929 (45 Stat. 1BU43),and such additional lands and/or
submerged lands within said area as may be necessary for the completion of said
park; FProvided, That no general development of said minimam area shall be under-
taken nor shall the park be established until title to a major portion of the re-
maining lands and/or submerged lands within such recommended area shall have been

vested in the United States for national park purposes: Provided further, That

pending the establishment of said park the Secretary may acquire, by donation,
purchase, or otherwise, all or any part of the lands and/er submerged lands within
the proposed park area subject to reservations of 0il, gas and mineral rights, for
wildlife conservation purposes, to be administered by the Figh and Wildlife Service
until such time as said lands and/or submerged lands are freed of such weservations
whereupon the said Secretary is authorized to transfer any of such lands and/or sub-
merged lands to the jurisdiction of the National Park Service for administration as

a part of the Everglades National Park area.



