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Hend in hsand with the expansion of Coamunist power in the postwar
world, there has come into being e voluainnus bady of litersture ana-
lyzing Chamunist aethods of political penetratinn. The relatively few
among these studiss which deal with Communist action in Latin smerice
he v tended to emphasize the party's tactics of wooing support. amdng
key segnents nf the populatinn by means »f flattery and promiscs of
material benefit, reinforced on nccasion by threats or by what aight
be termed political "blmckmail" - in brief, by the faamilier Coamunist
technique of the cerrnt and the stick.

Whet has, howevér, bcoen generally néglectcd s» fer is the broesder
idenlogical context within which the latin ;american Communists have
cast their campsigns end through which they have achieved a measurc of
success, ;s in the recent past in Lsia, and to a certain extent also in
Lestern Eurgpe, communism in Latin .imerica has not operated under the
aegis of the traditional slogans of class struggle and proletarian re-
volution. /ware of the lack o»f solid slerxist tradition among the Latin
Lmericen populstion, the Coamunists decided t5 conduct their propagawla
in a more coaprehensible political idiom; they deweloped what for Latin
Lmerica was a new concept of nationalism and then proceeded to exploit
it for their own pnlitical purposes. It would be neaningless to discuss
Communist policies in Latin .aerica without an analysis of this new typc
»f nationalisam. And in order to explain.its genesis, we aust:first turn
.o a consideration of traditional Letin .lmerican nstionalisa.

THE ER/. OF POSITIVE L“TI JNLLISM

The boundarwxs 3f the twenty countries that form Latin .merica cor-
respond roughly to the adainistretive divisions of thé cpanish coloniel
period. Almost all these countries originelly obtained their indepen-
dence not from Spain but from the Spenish crown which had been usurped
by one of Napolcon's brothers. Thus the present republics assumed state-
hood before ever having acquired separate national characteristics, and
this circumstence in turn was responsible for the development of a
"eontinental" feeling, a sense »f each country's belonging to a bigger
whole, Latin /merica.

Simon Bolivar, the most outstending leader of the independence
aovements, was also & proponcnt of Letin ..mericen unity, and toward this
effort evenAcalled 5 meetlng of /méricen statcs in Panama. Other atteapts
to proamnte Latin .aerican unity followed; sometimes they were rcgional
in nature (the Isthamus Foderstion for examplo), sometimes political
(csteblishment of the ,PRA4 .in Peru.) .11 these efforts failed, to be
sure, but they had the effect of stronghtenlpg the desire fnr unlty,
particularly smong the intellectuals and the middle class,



s a result, the Letin . american intellecctusl was, until some
twenty years ago, a "cvntlnentall t"; he advocated union of the Latin
,merican countries in srdcr to solve the grcat problems of the conti-
nent - to develop sgriculture, improve education, lay foundations for
the growth of drmocratic institutions, end encourage the emergence of
continentel cul.ure. The hope expressed in La Raza Cosmica by Jose
Vasconcelos, the Mexican philosopher, conveyed the hopes of most Latin
Lmerican intellectuals, regardless of political tendencies. In Latin
fmerica, Vasconcelos said, two cultures were being fused, theé Western
end the native. Likewisc, two races, the white and the Indian, werec
being amalgemated. In the future, he thought, Latin jamerica would be
the plsce whence a néw culture, a synthesis of Eest and West would
cmerge. T

The developnvnt of nati.nal consciousness within the individual
Latin ..merican rcpublics was based on concrete factors, not abstract
idcas., It was the product not only of the administrative division of
" the colomal period, geographic factors, and pe1sonal ambitions of indx»
vidual leaders, but also of the prongSSlVC nixing of races, the abo-

" lition of slevery, the formetion of political parties (conservative (
and liboral), and, latcr, the development »f industrialization and ‘
unionism. : B

Just as in tho secand half osn the nineteenth century, the urgency
of the problems of the anaent forced the labor movement - originally
established by the immigrants who left Europe after the 1848 revolu-
~tions and the Pasris Commune = to sdopt a pragumatic program without :
ideological ybjectives, so also the feeling of nationhood was pragmatic
in its orientation. No one spoke of seeklng supremacy over all Latin
“morlca, the idecas of expansion and national superiority, once oommon
in the European natians, dld not oceur tc ~anyone

The nationslism thst dcveloped in these circuastances could be-
called positive or realistic., The immediate tasks that arose with inde-
.pendence wecre so pressing that the sttention both of the leaders and of
the people was completely teken up with them- e.i., how to deal with t
acute problems »f farmers without land, a middle class without schools‘
artisans withnut capital. L sense of natlonalqu developed cnly to the
extent that esch state placed itself in the service of its citizens.
The netibn was not a symbol, the result of a "glorious pest", an ebs-
tract entity, but something concrete and tengible - the citlzen and
his commonwealth.

THE PLRADOXES OF POLITICS

This expleins why in Letin ,aerica, in spite of the propensity to
rhetoric inherited from Spain, progreas of ell political partics, from
the radical left to the radicel right, heve been almost invariably do-
signed to meet the situation of the amnwament, Thus, one of the amost per-
manent features of the liberal programs in the first half of thc ninc-
teenth century was thc deasnd for annucl budgets; and the conservatives
during the same period insistently campaigned for incressed iamigration
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In the last third of the nineteenth century, the socislist parties
themselves ernd the labor unions did not clamor for the establishament
of socialism, but ratier sought lesws to protect the heaslth of the
worker; and in s»rgentine their goal was peyment of wages in gold
pesos which could not be devaluated. It may thus be said that in con-
tent and spir’", Letin ..mericsen nationalism was closer to .inglo-
Saxon nationa._sm than to that of Western Europe, in spite the fact
that during the entire period French and Spanish influence was much
stronger than that of Great Britain snd the United States; the latter
was felt anstly in the constitutionsl orgenizstion of the new states,

One of the consequences of this positive netionalism was thet
political and socisl doctrincs were nationalized, so to spesk, when
they srrived in Latin ,merics; they were adepted to the necessities
of the moament, and becamne pragmatic. There were -for example- anar-
chist, socielist, and labor union groups in Latin /mericg, but none
of them was revolutionary in sttitude. Emigres froam the Coamunec, who
vere the leaven of the South imerican, end cspecially ..rgentine labor
movexnent, directed their formsr revolutionsry ardor into political
campaigns for imacdiate and practical social reforms. The tweg Latin
Limerican socigl transformstions thet have been called revolutions
(Mexico ead Bolivia) were actually political movements to mnact
reforms, in spite of thelr revolutionary me*thods. Fcr s long tiae,
therefore, European socialists and snarchists considered their Latin
imericen friends msre reformsrs, and Moscow called Lstin ‘merican
Communists who endeavored to adapt the nrinciples of the Third Intsr-
national to the specific situation in their countries "trasitors® and
Trotskyites®,

Lt the sane time, conservatives have frequently given the iamvpres
sion of being reformers becauss the nature of their nationalism has
not permitted them to ignore the concrete situations they faced,
situations in which there has often been little worth preserving., Thus
Lucas Alamen (1792-1853%), the great Mexicen historien and conservativ:
politicien, se™ in the industrializetion of his country the basis -for
political stab_iity and devoued nis time and fortune to esteblishing
factories and industrial developaent banks. Lt thet time this wes a
reformist attitude, because the typical conservative in nineteenth-
century Latin ..merica was a defender of the system of large leanded
estates. .ind when a uopian such as the Mexican J.N. [Ldorno (1807-1887)
appeared, he did not propose, in spite of the _nfluence of Fourier
on his 1deas, that a new socieily be formed, but rathgr that workers'!
savings ass001at10ns be set up to buy industries.

For more than a century these were the dominant characteristics
of nationalism in Latin ..merica. [.s 2 spontaneous product of local
social and political conditians, this nationalism is still alive
among most Latin ..mericens- among farmers and workcrs, the mi: dle
class, and a part of ths new 1ndustr1a“ bourgeolsie.

For some of the neople, however - end particulsrly lerge numbers
of intellectuals - tiiis attitude of positive nstionelism was to under-
go a profound chunge unéer the imnasct of Coamunist influence, To under-
stand the slgnificence of this charnge it 1s necesssry to realize toe
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important feet that pelitiesl action in Latin Lmerice is traditionelly
stimulated and preccded by an intellectual movement, on first sight ..
often far removed from the political srena.

THE ROLE OF TFE INTELLECTU.LL

History abounds with examples. The Mexican revolution of 1910-
1917 was ushered in by the struggle of :lfonso Caso and the sno-called «
",.thens Generation" against the positivism that had served to justify
the dietatorsihip of General Porfirio Diaz. In,Pery,university reform
- from which issued the 1dea of popular unlveroltles, the nursery of
the Lprista movemsont - was defended by the literary magazine Colonida
beginning in 1915. The Brazilisan "1922 Movement" was, according to one
of its founders, the poet iario de .ndrade, "en announcement of the
nascent revolutionary attltude Wthh feced the probleams of the country

This key role of the ind ullectua1 in pnlitics is rooted in the "
social conditions of the La*tin laericsn countriecs. Ls & result of a !
high degree of illiteracy, pror ccamunications, and inadequate disse=
mination of msss culture, the population as a Whole exerts political
pressure very rarely and for brief periocds only. The single truly
articulate, vecal and effective body of public opininn is the rela-
tively small middle class, within which the intellectusals exercise
considerabic influence. Cnly by taking these facts into account cen
the importance of thc intellectual climste in the political develon-
anent of Letin America he prorerly assessed.

The characteri °t.us cf positive nationalism discussed above have
long - and perheps most clearly- been reflected in the arts and let-
ters., L1l Western literary and srtistic trends and schools of thought
have generelly engoyed a favorable »sceptior; but just es in the case
of pOllElCal and social doctrines, they have been quloklv refashioned
to suit the conditions and teuperament of Latin ./ .merica. They have
lost their charqcUcrisLic as schools of thought ahd become new media
for expressing “he immediste reality.

It is significeunt thet cll the literary histories of Latin Americ&
reveal facts : an absenze of ebstract scholsrship end an abundance
of regional writers, esoav*sts, poets and novelists dediceated to
'social criticism. In the nineteenth century this tendency was prima-
rily expressed in. the regionzl novel. The works of Euclides da Cunha,
Ricerdo Guiraldes, Auiroga, Jose Eustasio Rivera, Romulo Gallegos,
Giro .legria, and Meriano dzueld fell in this catcgory.

Much more reoently, in the 1920's and the early 1930's, a new
group of writers sprang into proainence. .lore radical than their
predecessors, they denounced the social status of the Letin ..mericen
working man :the rubber worker in thc jungle, the Indien in the :ndecs,
the peasant of the Mexican platecau. Some of them, like Jorge Icasva,
Jorge .mado, Jose Revueltas, and the poets Nicolas Guillen,Cesar
Vellejo, and Pablo Keruda Norc Comuunist syvmpathizers. Others, like
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Mauricio Magdaleno, Gabriela ulistral, Jorge Ferretis, Erico Veriasimo,
Rosa /rciniegas, Octavio Psz, ianuel Geslvez, and J.L.Borges had no
ideological tie with comaunism. But whatever the political sympathies
.of these men, in their work they were equally fired by the plight of
the underprivileged Latin ..merican.

The outories of socisl protest which for a decade and & half
following World War I permedtpd literature as well as other art forms
found their expression in a new realism, as vigorous and as noncon-
formist in its tendencies as the parallel socially conscious cubist,
symbolist, and surreelist movements in Europe. But, significantly
the preoccupation in Latin /merica wss principally with the lot of
the individual rather than with the abstract collective identity of
the nation. In the arts, as in litersture , man was ever present,
and supplied the themes for two big schools of painting; the mura-
lists of Mexico and the easel painters of Brazil. The Indian, the
Negor, the man-in-the-street all entered the psintings, just as they
entered, through their folklore, the ausic of Villa-Lobos, £ylvestre
Revueltas, and others.

It is important to . stress that the social consciousness that per-
vaded the arts and letters after World Yar I had essentially indige-
nous roots and reamsined, until the easrly 1930's, by .and lear g unaf-
fected by direct 001munlst influence, The Comaunist moveﬂent had until
then been extremely weak and ineffective in Latin .merica. It lacked
power in the labor amovement, it never hsd as much as a foothold among
the rural population, and 1t rcceived little if any support from the
vocel and influential middle class.

Even the intellectuals remained largely isolated from Communist
influence. It is true thet meny of them hed edmired soxae of the accom-
plishments of the Bolshevik revolution, but they had generally found
Moscow!'s rlgid adhercnce to the revolutionary dogmna of class warfare
unpalatable and 31ngularly unsuited to the Latin Americsn scene. In
addition, the watin jmericen niddle class intellectusl, unlike his
European counterpert, did not suffer from an historioal guilt coamplex
vis-a~vis his underprivileged fellow citizens, and thus wes not incli-
ned to sublimate his malaise in the nerty's fold. Nor did the weak
Comaunist parties hold out much promise as instruaents for satisfying
any latent yen for power. In fact, knowledge of Marxism per se did
not begin to spread widely among intellectual circles until the early
1930's, Until then, with a few exceptions mentinned above, it had
been popular only in certain /i rgentine end Chilesn socialist groups.

THE EMERGENCE OF .. NEV P.:-;TTEPN'

By 1935 the situation began to change ranidly. The new flexibili-
ty of the Popular Front policy brought the Latin ..acrican Communists
the opportunity to break out of their isoletion. Their first logical
target was the intellectuals; only through them could the Communists
hope to exort influcence over the 2aiddle cless -~ the students, techni-
cians, professionals, industrial bourgeoisic.



£
—_ -

is it heppened, the middle 1930's found e large sections of the Latin
Limericen intelligentsia in a particulerly vulnerable stete of mind,
Not unlikc meny of their counterparts elsewhere in the West, they
were afflicted by a deep sense of frustretion. Neither thelr tca-
ching and writing, nor their protests had prevented the rise of
dictatorship , At the time the Popular Front became the Communist
slogen of the day, dictatorial regimes were in power in ..rgentina,
Uruguay, Paraguay, Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, Venezuela, Nicaragua, El
Salvador, Honduras, Guetamala, the Dominican Republic, Haiti and
Cuba, Everywhere -else democracy appeared unstable, Bitter memories of
certein United States scts of intervention sill lingered in the

minds of many. Dissatisfied snd dishedartened, the intellectual sear-
ched for soms amesans of bringing effectivencsss to his convictions,

The task confronting the Communists was one of finding an apos :
proach which would allow them not only to appeal to the 1ntellectual{'
emotionally, but also to drsw them into political complicity. The ‘
epproach hed to be effective with the liberal professor , the leftist
journalist and the revolutionary student, but also with the right-—
center politician end the conservative businessman. The Comamunists!

~answer was a new radicsl and negetive brand of nationslism. its
slogans were abstract and irrational watchwords extolling the '"natio-
nal glories" end the "pre-Columbian civilizations" of the Latin ..ae-
rican countries; its &fect was to supplant the humanitsrian aspira.i.:
tions. of the synthesizing nationalism Latin .aericen had known before,

Over e period of years during the 1930's Communists' now brain-
child of negative nationalism succeeded in bringing about a change
in the ideological orientation: of the world of art end letters.
.There were exceptions, of course, especially among the more outstan-
ding figures of the intellectual community; but a aajority of the
intellectuals and artists graduelly camc to zdopt povitions opposed
to the traditional ideas of positive nationalism, This new, negative
nationelism has continued to have crucial influence until very recent
years; to undsrstand its iapect, it is necessary to know its charac- (
teristics., '

THE N-TURE OF NEG.TIVE N .TION.LISM

1) It is isolationist and autarchist. One of the favorite themes
of many writers during the pest twenty years has been that indeginous
tradition slone is the source of all progress, that the nationsal
culture needs no European or other foreign influence, Minor figures
have been built up as great reforaers in order to find a basis for
this kind of cultural isolationism, Thus in Mexico an effort was
made at one tiae to convert the third-ratd poests of the so-called '...°
"Metaphor" group_( the title of the megezine they publish) into
literary prophets. The reason for this was clearly their solid
record of cultursl chauvinism,., During another period there was
an attempt to induce .exican artists to @odel themselves after
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e the great nineteenth-century
engraver Jose Guadalupe Poseda, whose work was msrked by sywmbols of
death., /nd so skulls appesrecd for two decades in the works of almost
ell Mexicen engravers., This was not just a matter of temporary
predilection; :the style wes consciously directed and motivated,

2) It is separatist. Mention was arde carlier of the "continenta
lism"which hed long been prevalent in Latin /..ierican intellectual
circles., ''ith the coming of the new nationalism this spirit vir-
tually disrppeared, and it is now limited to the formelities of inter-
fimerican diplomacy. No one any longer specaks of a Lotia _merican
culture, but of Uruguayan, sSslvadoren or .lexican culture. Thc aksurd
situation has thus developed where nations with thc same traditions,
similar politicsl and econonic organization, the same language and .
similar aspirations, consider themselves not interdependent, but

- completely indepéndent in cultural a&s well ss in political and eco-
nomic metters.

3) It is antiquarian. The negative nationslist hes searched the
past for literary theaes and other elements Lo bolster his present
attitudes; he¢ has considered hiamself a cultursl descendant of the
pre~-Coluabian Indisns and in extremc csscs even has proposed the
establishanent of sutonomous republics of certsin indigenous peoples
(Mayas in ilexico, Lymares in Bolivia)., .. typicsl case is that of
\1cente Lombsrdo Toledano, Secretery General of the CT.L (Lstin

“merican Confederation of Lebor, an affiliste of the Communist-doai-
nated Wordd Federetion of Trade Unicns), who as candidete for the
presidency of :lexico in 1952 opened his election campaign by taking
"an oath of loyalty" before thc supposs tomb of the ztec king Cuauh-
temoc, Painters, for their part have more end more tended to give us
pictures of the pre-Columbien peoples #s in:the aurals and frescoes
of Diego Rivera .and O'Gormen in Mexico. Mexicen ballet coampanies are
sctuslly groups.of folklore dencers who heve endeavored to present
.ztec and Mayan dances and have peid little attention to modern ballet
No less reveeling, in this connection, 1s the dispute still rasging
between Mexican architects over whether new iexican erchitecture
should take its inspiretion from the pre-Cortezian esthetics of the
quadranguler pyrezid, ar whether such reminiscences should be dis- ,
carded. To undvrstqnd the significence of all these attitudes we must
imagine how-it would be if an atteapt were =ade -in France to base
ballet and architecture on what we know of the customs of the Gauls
or if political cendidates "took an oeth of loyalty" to the spirit
of Vercingetorix, ' i : :

4) It is syabolistic. Specific, resl theaes have been replaced
with more general, often symbelic tlakxo, Thus, for example, a novel
on current events may be constructed in ths form of = feble. This
penchant for the abstract snd the dideactic is exeaplified in the

novels of the Mexican Jose Revueltas, the seintings of David ..Siquei-
ros, the later peintings of Dilego Rivera (such 2s the aursls on
peace and Gustemela, which csused such a furor in Mszxicen intellectual
circles in 1952 and 1$55), «nd =2lso in: the poetry of the Chilean

Pablo MNeruds, the novels of the Brazilian Jorge ..11=2do, ehd the music
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of the Cuben Nicolas Guillen, In other writers who do not have
Communist sffilistions this propensity for symbols is less evident,
but :-very few have menaged to escaspe the influence entirely during the
pest years, The symbols arc almost always abstract: tihe nation, thc
eneay of the ne ion, Nezi-Fescism, and lately, _.merican imperialism,
peace, warmongers., : - ol

SPROUTING SEEDS IN FERTILE SOIL

4 The peraneestion of Latin saericsn ervs snd letters by the ideology
of negative nationalism was not simply the result of Comununist propagan-
da. The eppeals were effective indeed, and the. audicnce was receptive,
but the Coammunists' success would verteinly have been less striking if
they had not avsiled tehmselves of the more stringent methods of ad-
ainistretive persuasion, or to use a hsrsher word, blackmail, During -
the era of Povouler Front smity, many party iiembers end sympethizers .
contrived to infiltrate a whole range of institutions in thke field of
culture and informstion - ncewspeper offices, publishing houses, prive 1
and public cultural organizations, From these positions they were sble
to reward their friends and punish their eneaies in the intellectuel
world. In short, they established a certain measure of informal censor-
ship, by ameans of which they denied employment or publishing rights
to many srtists and writers who failed ot conform to the Coaaunist-
sponsored cultursl preoepts? to the abstractions and chauvinisa of the
new nstionalist spirit. Soaé of the artists who refused to respond to
the appeésls of the Communist campaign finally cruabled under this more
drastic method »f persuasion end were swallowed up by the new confor-
mity. : . g

Lt the same time, in their efforts to gerncr the political allc-
gience of as amany political interests es possible, the Communists also
absndoned many of their vnas doctrinasire n031t10ns. They forgot- cluss
warfare end with easy expediency bcgan to support any eleaent or issue
" which might further the cause, In Chlle, where in 1938 ~they estdblished
the first Popular Front government in Latin ..nerica, they persuaded a
whealthy landowner, the Radicsl Pedro ..guirre Cerda, to become the ,
Populer Front candidete. for the sresidency. In Mexico, only twenty Q
months after denouncing President Cardenss es '"the one responsible for
carrying forwerd... the progrem of fascization and strengthening of
Yankee imperielisam in Mexico", the Conmunist Perty changed its line
to praise his governaent as one of "true progress toward 8 aore advan-
ced stege in the (Mexigan) Revolution",

In a siamilar spirit Loabardo Toledano, whose.rise as a pera-Coanu-
nist lebor leeder concided with the evolution of the Popular Front
policy, felt free by 1942 to negotiete a.friendship pact between strorg-
ly proteotlonist Mexican aenegement orgonizstions and the Mexican Con-
federeation of 'orkers which hehesded, By then, of course the Sovict
Union had alrcady entered the war. Two statengnts of Loxnberdo's madc
at the CT.L congre<: in Czli will illuminste the Connunist position of
the -"patriotic war" period : '"''e have come a very long way irom those
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romaptic, sterile attitudes thst prompted us to utter impassioned
,cries againet imperialism"; eand, "During the war ageinst the N=-zi-
Fascist axis the working class should not employ the strike as a
normal fighting weapon',

The Comnunists novel politicsel posture and their nationalist
- campalgn soon brought dividends in the political arena, Their atti-
- tude was as effective in Latin /merica as it turned out to be a few
years later in Europe. They succeeded in having themselves elected to
the legislative bodies of a number of Lstin Laerican countries, In
1940 there were 12 Coaanunist deputles in Chile, 17 in Brazll, 12 in
Cuba, 6 in Costa Rica, and 6 in Uruguay. The Chilean Fresident Gonza-
les Videla included a Communist ainister in his cebinet (1946-1947)
and even President Bastita of Cuba was persuaded to do the same at
an earlier date (1942-1944)., It was, after all, comfortable to have .
no adversaires on the left, :

The policy of negstive naticnslism was primerily designed to
seduce snd appeese the intellectusls and the lineral politicel ele-
ments. But the sim was wider in scope, as was indicated before. Not
only was the integrity of the left wing to be subverted; it was to be
put to sleep so es to leave the Comnunistsfree to court without pro-

. test the politicel right. The soporific was effective, ensbling the
Communists to establish amicable relations with all the Latin ..me-
ricen dictators during the war. Later, when in the wsake of the Pero-
nist movement & new wave of dictatorships gwept over the . mericas,

the Communists aaintained sn smbivelent attitude, courting both sides
of the fence. They Were thus in the pos1tion to infiltrate the entou-
rege of the dictetors as well as the exiled demncratic opposition
groups., In their self- app01nted role of "criticel patronage" they
served. the dictators as esdvisers on labor problems while they extended
their own control over the labor unlons and confused the men-in-the-
street on the real nature of dictatorship. On occasion they even
used.their privileged positions to pressure the dictators into com-
mercisl relatlons with the Soviet Union and the ”people's democracies"

Thus a supra- -nationalist campaign that had begun as a propsgan-
dist foray aimed st the intellectusls developed into a systematic
method of Communist infiltration of e1l the fecets of Latin rmericen
nationsl life, (s & result, communisa for the first time became a
considersble factor in Latin aericsn politics.

. THE C..SE-OF .[EXICO

The Comnunists have applied- and are still applying- similar
techniques of cultural end political subversion in the underdeveloped
countries of other continents, using variations &s required by the
special characteristics of each country. *a2tin _aerica in'this res-
pect has served as a laboratory for Moscow. It aight be worthwhild
therefore, to see precisely how this subversion wss undertaken in
a specific situation. .. good example is thst of the Wexican ertistic
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world, where the development of negative nationalism reached a stage
of such refinement thet the personsl, ideologicel and material inte-
rests of some Communist artists became inseparably intermingled,

In the er»ly 1920's & group of Mexican painters ranged around
Diego Rivera ewnd David ..1faro Siquelros set forth the principles of
"revolutionary art", In proper Marxist style, they proclaimed that
peinting must be reslistic in form end socisl in content; it must be
accessible to the mgsses and serve toward their enlightenment; it
should therefore be executed in murals and-supported by the state. .~
With the help of well organized publicrelations and the support of
certein politicians, the group was increasingly successful in pushing
its claim to be the only valid school of painting; over a period of
years it managed to establish a virtual monopoly over official commis-
sions, exhibition halls, and the media of criticism, 5

Thus the Leftists were already well entrenched in their doaina-
tion over the Mexicen srt world when the ideology of negative natio- -
nalism came to the fore. With little difficulty, they adapted the (
"revolutionary" slogens of the 1920's to the new pseudo-nationallst
llne.

.Ls applied to artistic esctivity in iexico, the ideas of negative
nationalism have been aptly summed up in.two remarks by Siqueiros,
perhaps the chief exponent of "sociglist realism" in Latin ‘fmerica :
Mexicen art (produced by Conuunlsts) is good, he said, " because it
'1s4ggx1can", moreover, "There is no other way than ours" ~ the Comnu-
nist. These two statementc and how they applied - that is, to black-
list a&s "traitors to Mexicen art" anyone who would not eccept them.
as precepts - express better then any description, the real meaning of
the technique which the writer hes endeavored to analyze. Bringing
its influence to besr, this group persistently and effectively hampe-
red the careers of nay ertists who refused to toe the line. It was
largely successful, for cxample, in preventing muralists not of its :
school from w1nning commissions for work on public buildings. Other (
artists found the doors of the exhibition halls and museums closed to
their works. Those Who did manage to make & nane for themselves desplte
such pressures found themselves the target of violent attack on the .
basis not of their artistic ability but of their alleged "un-iexicanisam"

-and worse, ..ong the principel victims were the painters Rufino Tamayo,
Maria Izquierdo, and Jose Clemente Orozco. Tamayo, for example, was
not able to exhibit his work in Mexico for many years, and was vicious-
ly attacked when he finally did. This is whet Tamayo's fellow painter
O'Gorman, a Coamunist syqipathizer, had to say sbout his colleague :

..ctually, Tamayo's painting is in line with a popular demagogic
actlon which proposes to support a reactionary p051tlon One of the
reasons why his works 2ore sold at such high priceg is that his pain-
ting effectively serves the interests of the sociel clsss it repre-
sents. The earnest desirc of the professional critics of Europe and
~merica to prssent Rufino Tamayo as sexico's grestecst palnter, above
Rivera and Siqueiros, cleerly indicetes the reactionary position of
Tenayo's painting witrin the ulexican plastic @oveaent'™,
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Such harsh politicalization of artistic criticism rarely occurs
on other continents -except, of course, in the Coamunist countrics.
But in Lestin America, this type of comment hes frequently been voiced
during the past twenty years, because negative nationalism creatdd
an atmosphere in which it was accepted. By labeling independent
artists and writers as '"non-national'" at best - or as "reactionaries
selling out to ilmperielism", and"traitors to thcir country" in the
case of formidable opponents ~ the Communists wcaekened their adver—
saries and intimidated the irresolute.

Communist hegemony ovecr the srts in Mexico extended well beyond
the sphere of peinting. Similsr influence was extended over the thea-
ter and motion pictures (even though for e briefer period), over msga-
zines gnd publishing houses, and even resched into institutions of
higher learning. In all of these fields, thc Coamunists used their
control over patronage ss a politicsl instruament, in pursuit of the
same set of purposes: creating & mess audience and asgking it receptive
to Communist propaganda, promoting the interests of their edherents, -~
and developing e following of disciples and clients while samothering
any competitive ideas, work or talent outside of their own camp. Lnd
such, for & time, was their public following that even non-Communist
1ntellectuals often felt themselves coapelled to outbid their Coanu-
nist Collesgues in proofs of fervent snd intransigent nationslisa,
Nationelist ideas were thus interaingled with professional interests
and personal vanities, and these elenents in coambinetion were put
to use to serve politicel goels,

BEGINING OF /. CH/NGE

In Mexico, as well ss in the other Letin imerican countries, &
reaction haes recently set in sgail .st the reginentation of the' past,
Today's generation of young intellectuals end artists did not expe-
-rience the roamantic epoch of the Popular Front; eunotional appeals nade
in its name feoil to impress them, and they refuse to join new Coanu-
nist fronts. Some, under thc influence of a few outstanding figures -.
who resisted the Communist eppeal, others on their own account, keep
the doors of the cultural world open both to foreign experiments and
to contact with the man-in-the-street. The twenty years of negative
sterilizing nationalism are passing into the pages of history, and
new prospects are opening up for free, unrestricted creastion, without
watchwords and official prophets. The advent of the new spirit has
already brought forth abundent works of originality end depth.

One of the most significent signs of this renaissance is a revi-
val of the Latin /mcrican consciousness. Thought is beginning to be
directed again not only toward the Psraguayan, the Brazilian, end
the Chilean, but toward the Latin .american, If for two decades nega-
tive nationalism causcd intellectuals to turn back to symbols of the
past, they now onc' . again turn their sights towerd the future, and
e new agore united Letin lmerica is beginning to take shrnpe in their
minds.



What are the causes of this incipient change? In the first place,
Latin fmerdica is still confronted with unsolved probleas - economic,
-cultural and social - and, es we have scer negative nationalism, far
from facilitating their solution, hes only aggravated them, The .young
intellectuals, looking atv the situation of their respective countrics
and of the coi..inent as & whole, cannot help perceiving the pernicious
effect thet negative nationalism has had in these respects, as well as
in its stiffling limitstions of culturel development, In the latter
sense, the interest of the new Letin Americen intellectual generation
in French existentialism, in Keyacslan economic theories, in thoe new-
est jazz foras, -etc.., has heen indica 1ve of a rebirth, not .because
these things have had any:profound influence upon:the actual product
of Letin .merican culturel activity, but simply because the. interest
in them , of itself, signifies a realization of the possibility of
finding new psths and new solutions esutside the narrow limits impose(
by negative nationslism. E :

In the second place, there is today a wmuch better understanding <-
of communism, of its history end its pronegenda usethods, than in the
period of the Popular Front or immediately after World War I1, Though
this understsnding is.still far from gensral in Lalin American socic-
ty, it is spreading; and it serves ag e xind of vaccire against easy

infection by the philosophy of negetive netionalism.

This is not to say, however, that negarive nationslism has entiro-
ly lost its power of seduction or ceased %o hobble intellectual devs-
lopment, With the whole arscnsl of hiehly-developed Communist propages-.
~da techniques at their disposal; the sponsors of ncgative nationalicm
are quick to exploit for their own ends any reei- grievances which
arise , ds well as those avti "iciglly fdbricated by -their, own prova- .
genda. Recent events in Iatin fmerica hsve demonstrsted. that these
elements-siill resein-enougl of thsir grip o require long. and persis-
tent effort bef re their inrlueuce will be overcome, This is a task, (£
essentially, of promoting grester clority of thought, of supplying
factuel informntion, of clearing awsy the cobwchs caused by over-
indulgence in the intoxicating wine of negative nationalism,. Obviously, i
1t is .a task which only thcse Lat’n ,aerican intecllectuals who alrsedy .
have reswekencd can uadertalc and ‘tiing to Jinal success, £y



