
MIAMI IN 1876

By Arva Moore Parks

Eighteen seventy-six was a memorable year in American history.
Although the people were wallowing in the slough of a depression
and at the same time suffering the unprecendented political corrup-
tion of Grant's second administration, they were buoyed with the
optimism that was generated by the coming Centennial celebration.
The Centennial offered the bruised nation a chance to salve the
wounds of the recent war and its aftermath by joining together to
review the first hundred years of nationhood.

In May 1876, the great Centennial Exposition opened in Philadel-
phia. Before the gates closed in October more than nine million
visitors had come to the fair. In the face of this grandiose reiteration
of America's past achievements, even the most pessimistic citizen had
new faith in the future.

Coincident with the opening of the Centennial Exposition, Presi-
dent Grant issued a proclamation urging cities and towns to celebrate
the Centennial by having a history of their town prepared to file in
the County Clerk's office and the Library of Congress. A complete
record could be "obtained of the progress of our institutions during
the first centennial of their existence." 1 Grant's recognition of the
role local history played in the nation's story brought about a re-
newed interest in the hometowns of America.

In 1876, there was only one real town in South Florida. It was the
island city of Key West, which at that time was Florida's largest city
with a population of 12,750 people. It had reached that impressive
size largely because of its position as the wrecking capital of the
Great Florida Reef. Each year millions of dollars of salvage were
awarded by the Federal District Court, the "wrecking court" estab-
lished there in 1828.

Key West's city fathers made elaborate plans for the Fourth of
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July Centennial Celebration which included the dedication of the
impressive new city hall. The principal speaker that day was long-
time resident, Walter C. Maloney, who had prepared a long speech on
the city's history. Just as he began his talk a fire broke out nearby in
Mr. Alderslade's roof. The thousands assembled to hear Mr. Maloney
gleefully followed the firemen to the more exciting event at, Mr.
Alderslade's. When the fire was put out ten minutes later, the cheer-
ing crowd had obviously lost interest in listening to history. Fortu-
nately, Maloney decided to have his interrupted speech privately
printed, giving Key West its only nineteenth-century history. 2

There was no recitation of past glories in South Florida's second
largest settlement. This settlement, a hundred and fifty miles from
Key West on the shores of Biscayne Bay, had less than a hundred
residents and a few permanent structures. These hardy pioneers, like
those who came before them, were trying to endure life in this
isolated, rocky-soiled, insect-infested, tropical wilderness. Little had
changed in the three hundred and nine years since the first Spanish
missionaries arrived and attempted to Christianize the aboriginal Te-
questa Indians who had lived there for at least two thousand years.3

If any pattern of development had been set here it was the pattern
of failure. Through the years a succession of individuals had come to
this jungle land of uncertainty, wavering hopes and hardships. How-
ever, every time a real attempt at settlement was made, something
occurred that interrupted it.4

The settlers in Miami in 1876 did not know it at the time, but
they were at the threshold of change. While the number of residents
may not have looked impressive, compared to the past, the popula-
tion was "booming." There would still be many who would give up
on the area, but for the most part the pattern would be broken and
many people there in 1876 would actually witness the end of the
frontier and the birth of the City of Miami in 1896. Some would
even help bring it about.

Before describing what occurred in Miami during the nation's cen-
tennial year and analyzing the reasons for the end of three centuries
of failure, it is important to highlight briefly the history of the
century before in order to have a better understanding of the impor-
tance of the events in 1876.

At the conclusion of the American Revolution in 1783, the Treaty
of Paris returned Florida to Spain. This turn of events caused a great
hardship for the many Loyalists who, rather than fight their mother
country, had sought refuge in British Florida. Many chose to emi-
grate to the Bahamas that had been colonized by the English as early
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as 1647. By 1789, the Loyalists had swelled the population of the
Bahamas to over eleven thousand people.

In the early Nineteenth Century most of the white inhabitants of
South Florida came from the Bahamas. Many became familiar with
the coast while salvaging the many wrecks on the reef. In 1817 it was
reported in Niles Register that "two or three settlements of little
consequence are about Cape Florida. All of these southern settle-
ments are from Providence, Bahamas."s A few years later it was
reported that Key Biscayne was frequented by New Providence
men. 6 But even though this type of activity was common during the
Second Spanish Period the real beginning of the orderly process of
frontier settlement occurred in 1821, when Florida became a terri-
tory of the United States.

One of the first orders of business for the United States was to do
something to prevent the many wrecks on the Florida Reef. To this
end, the Cape Florida Lighthouse on Key Biscayne was built and
lighted in 1825. 7 It was the first permanent structure in the Miami
area.

At about the same time a commission was set up by the United
States Government to hear claims based on occupation and/or land
grants from the Second Spanish Period (1783-1821). There were
only eight claims in the entire Miami area. By 1825, five claims for
about 640 acres each had been validated by the commission. There
were the James Hagan (Egan) Donation on the north bank of the
Miami River, the Rebecca Hagan (Egan) Donation, Polly Lewis and
Johnathan Lewis Donation on the south of the Miami River and the
Mary Ann Davis Donation on Key Biscayne. 8 Thus at the beginning
of the Territorial Period only about three thousand acres were held
in private ownership, the rest was public land.

The Egans and Lewises, who had come to the area via the Ba-
hamas, deposed in their claim that they had lived in the area around
fifteen years. 9 They built homes, cultivated a few crops and began
the chain of title to the land that continues to our day. In 1829, Dr.
Benjamin Strobel of Key West visited Biscayne Bay and wrote a
remarkable description of the "Lewis Settlement."

The point of land to which we steered our course was steep and perpendic-
ular, consisting of a wall of limestone rock, twelve or fifteen feet above the
level of the water. At one of these we landed, and ascending a rude flight
of steps, I found myself at the door of a neat palmetto hut which was
seated on the brow of the hill. It was quite a romantic situation. The

cottage was shaded on its western aspect by several large West Indian fruit
trees, whilst on its eastern side we found a grove of luxuriant limes, which



92 Tequesta

were bowing to the earth under the weight of their golden fruit. This was
the residence of the old lady to whom I had been recommended and who
was bordering on 80 years of age. I entered the house and made my
devoirs. She received me graciously and placed before me some Palmetto
and Icaca plums and after refreshing politely conducted me herself over
her grounds and showed me a field of potatoes and corn which she had
cultivated. She generally employed several Indians for this purpose, who
for their labor received a portion of the products. 10

By February 1829, James Egan decided he preferred to live at
Indian Key because it was already a sizable community. He placed the
following advertisement in the Key West Register and Commercial
Advertizer:

For Sale
A Valuable Trace of

LAND
Near Cape Florida

Situate [sic] on the Miami River. The Land is very good and will produce
Sugar Cane or Sea Island Cotton, equal if not superior to any other part of
the Territory. There is at present a number of bearing Banana and Lime
trees and the fruit is inferior to none raised in the Island of Cuba. The
forest growth consists principally of Live Oak, Red Bay and Dog Wood.

Any person desirous of purchasing a valuable plantation will do well to
visit the land. 1 1

Key West resident, Richard Fitzpatrick, formerly of South Caro-
lina, took James Egan up on his offer. In 1830 he paid him $400.00
for his 640 acres on the north bank of the Miami River. By 1832 he
had also acquired the Polly Lewis Donation for $500.00, the Johna-
than Lewis Donation for $300.00, and the Rebecca Hagan (Egan)
Donation for $640.00. Thus he acquired four square miles of the
most desirable land in Miami for $1,840.00! For another $500.00
he added the Frankee Lewis Donation (Johnathan Lewis' mother,
Polly's mother-in-law) at New River (Ft. Lauderdale.) 1 2

Richard Fitzpatrick had come to Key West from South Carolina
before 1830. As a delegate from Monroe County (which at that time
included all of Dade County) he was elected President of the Legisla-
tive Council that convened in Tallahassee in January, 1836.13 Appar-
ently, by that time his overseer, James Wright, was living at Miami.
He had directed the building of extensive improvements on Fitz-
patrick's land. According to a later claim made against the United
States these improvements included about a hundred and fifty acres
of sugarcane, corn, pumpkins and sweet potatoes, four thousand
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In 1829 James Egan offered to sell his 640 acres on the north bank of the MiamiRiver. About seventy years later it would become downtown Miami.

banana and plantain trees, a hundred coconut trees, a lime grove and

many other tropical fruits. Fitzpatrick also listed a hundred hogs,

assorted ducks and other fowl.

The farm was worked by Negro slaves brought from South Caro-
lina. They lived in twelve wooden houses constructed on the prop-
erty as slave quarters. There were five other frame houses on the

property but onlyJames Egan offered to sell his home, was on the north bank. Two of the Miami

four on the south bank had been occupied previously by Lewis.

There were alsoAbout seventy years later it wouldings on the downestate. Four boats wereMiami.

Key West Register, February 18, 1829

banana and plantain trees, a hundred coconut trees, a lime grove and

any other tropical fruits. Fitzpatrick also list of Fitzpatricks im-hogs,

assorted ducks and other fowl.
The farm was worked by Negro slaves brought from South Caro-

lina. They lived in twelve wooden houses constructed on the prop-
erty as slave quarters. There were five other frame houses on the
property but only one, his home, was on the north bank. Two of the
four on the south bank had been occupied previously by Lewis.
There were also several outbuildings on the estate. Four boats were
anchored nearby. 14 Even if this precise list of Fitzpatrick's im-
provements was exaggerated in order to increase his claim, the activ-
ity on, and plans for his holdings were obviously extensive. A real
beginning had been made. Fitzpatrick was committed to the area.
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Fitzpatrick demonstrated this commitment by pushing the plan
for the creation of a new county to be formed from part of Monroe.
The plan was tentatively approved early in the session (January 28)
and it was suggested that the new county be named Dade in honor of
Major Francis Langhorne Dade who, along with 109 of his men had
been killed by the Seminole Indians 1 s only seven days before the
legislative session began. Before the bill could be officially passed in
February, 1 6 the Seminoles attacked the William Cooley family who
were living on Fitzpatrick's land at New River (Ft. Lauderdale).
Everyone in the family except William Cooley, who was away at the
time, was killed. The only survivor of the massacre, a young slave
boy, managed to reach the "Cape Florida Settlement" and warn the
people there. Everyone sought refuge at the Cape Florida Lighthouse
until they could flee to Key West." One of those fleeing was James
Wright, Richard Fitzpatrick's overseer. He left everything behind ex-
cept the Negro slaves who he forced to accompany him so they
would not join the Indians.' 8

The Second Seminole War, which began with the Dade Massacre
near Bushnell, Florida, had come to South Florida. In July, the
Seminoles attacked the Cape Florida Lighthouse 1  which was the
last bastion of the white man. With the destruction and abandon-
ment of the lighthouse the last white man left the Miami area. The
cycle was complete. The South Florida mainland was back where it
started from. When the white man returned, he did not return to
settle the area but to reclaim it.

After the destruction of the lighthouse, the United States located
a series of fortifications in the Miami area. The first was established
by the Navy on Key Biscayne and called Fort Bankhead. Eventually
taken over by the Army, it was moved to the mouth of the Miami
River on Fitzpatrick's land and called Fort Dallas. 2 0 With Colonel
William S. Harney in command, Fort Dallas became the point of em-
barkation for several major expeditions into the Everglades in search
of the elusive Seminole.

These soldiers were the first sizable group of people, other than
Indians, to ever spend time in the Miami area. Although there were
frequent complaints of the difficult conditions the soldiers faced,
some, like Army Surgeon Jacob Rhett Motte, saw a brighter side. In
1837 he wrote of his impressions of Harney's Camp.

... the spot where I found Colonel Harney encamped could with very little trou-
ble be converted into a perfect Eden. The cocoanut, the banana, the orange, the
lime and tamarind flourished around us, the spontaneous growth of the soil.
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Swarms of deer abounded in the forests close by; ... this was indeed
the land of flowers and no wonder that the Seminoles desired to remain in
a country where food was as plentiful and as easily procured as manna by
the Israelites; for here no necessity existed for labor, and the sojourner
reaped what he sowed not.2

Apparently Harney too was impressed with what he found in
South Florida. In the middle of the war, Mary Ann Davis, who was
living in Texas, decided to subdivide her land at Key Biscayne. Col-
onel Harney became her first customer on July 1, 1839 when he
purchased two lots "on the west side of Jackson Street... one ex-
tending from Jefferson Street northward to Washington Street and
the other extending from Washington Street to a point 180 feet
northward thereof" 2 2 for $100.00. 2 3

About this same time Henry Perrine, former United States Consul
in Campeche, Mexico, and noted horticulturist, convinced Congress
to grant him a township of land in South Florida in order to awaken
interest in the culture of tropical plants through both cultivation and
plant introduction. When Perrine and his family arrived in South
Florida in December, 1838 they found that the Indians were still in
control of the mainland so they decided to stay on Indian Key until
the hostilities ceased. 2 4

At that time it could be said that Indian Key was Dade County.
The twelve-acre island was owned by the infamous Jacob Housman
who in a little more than a decade had built himself a sizable empire
there. Streets were laid out and at least thirty-eight structures, in-
cluding the Tropical Hotel, were built on the island. It was also the
temporary county seat of Dade County. Housman, people com-
plained, owned everything. He had even managed to have Indian Key
made a port of entry challenging Key West's former monopoly of the
wrecking trade. 2 5 By 1840 the many refugees from the mainland
had swelled the population of Indian Key to over fifty people. 2 6

Housman's island empire came crashing down in the early hours of
August 7, 1840. Over a hundred Indians, led by their chief Chakaika,
launched an attack on Indian Key. The destruction was total, only
one house survived the conflagration. Miraculously, only seven
people lost their lives. One of them was Dr. Perrine. Fortunately, his
wife and three children managed to survive, were rescued and re-
turned to New York. 2 7

Back at Fort Dallas Colonel Harney vowed revenge for the mas-
sacre at Indian Key. On December 4, 1840, he led an expedition of
ninety men from Ft. Dallas into the Everglades to seek out Chakaika
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at his island sanctuary. After Harney's men shot and killed him they
hanged his huge corpse with two other captives. 2 8 While the war
dragged out for over two more years, the death of Chakaika ended
most of the activity in South Florida. As a result of the war, which
officially ended in 1842, 3,824 Seminoles had been shipped west-
ward. The few Seminoles that remained in Florida withdrew into the
Everglades. 2 9

With the war over and Ft. Dallas abandoned a few of the pre-war
settlers returned to the Miami River to pick up the pieces. Richard
Fitzpatrick found his plantation in ruins, all his buildings destroyed
and much of his hammock land stripped. Rather than try again he
sold his entire holdings to his nephew, William F. English, for
$16,000. 3 0

English came to Biscayne Bay with the most ambitious plan to
date. He platted the "Village of Miami"" 1 on the south bank of the
river. This was probably one of the earliest recorded uses of the name
Miami to describe the settlement there. Word spread of his plans for
the new city. The following story appeared in the St. Augustine
News in December, 1843:

From Indian River to Cape Florida only one site suitable for a town,
combining the exquisite advantages of proximity to the ocean and com-
munication with the interior of the country .. . extraordinary fertility of
soil . . . every inducement is presented to active industry . .. These capa-
bilities, we are gratified to learn are being properly appreciated and an
activity already prevails at that river.... A town is laid off on its southern
banks, opening in front upon Key Biscayne Bay and some coontie mills are
in progress of rapid completion. The settlers, already numerous, are every
day increasing and there is no doubt at no very distant day-the inhabi-
tants of the new city in Dade County will be more numerous than this.3 2

English sold some lots in "the new city in Dade County" to Harris
Antonio, one for $1.00 on the condition that he build a "good frame
building" there. On the same day Antonio also bought lot No. 97,
located on Porpoise Street for $25.00. Lots numbered 93-96 were
sold to A. Antonio for $160 to be paid in four equal installments
with interest. 3 3

Besides the plans for the new city, there were several other reasons
for optimism. In March, 1844, the county seat of Dade County was
moved to "Miami on the south side of the Miami River, where it
empties into Biscaino Bay." 3 4

In 1845 Florida became a state. The following year the Cape
Florida Lighthouse was rebuilt and relighted. 3 In the same year the
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The stone building shown here was started by William F. English in the 1840s
and completed by the Army during the Third Seminole War. It was used as

temporary housing by many early settlers until permanent homes could be built.

In 1928 it was moved to Lummus Park where it stands today. Munroe Collection

first American survey of several of the townships in South Florida
was certified.3 6 This made it possible for the first time to purchase
land there for as little as $1.25 an acre. Before that the Armed
Occupation Act of 1842 (extended in 1848) had made it possible for
a head of a family to obtain title to 160 acres of land if he built a
home, cleared five acres, did not settle within two miles of a military
post and lived there for five years. 3  Because it was difficult to
obtain unsurveyed land, most waited to apply until the act was ex-
tended in 1848.

The purpose of the Armed Occupation Acts was to fill the frontier
with homesteaders hoping that settlers would succeed in dealing with
the remaining Indians where the Army had failed. It was an uneasy
peace. In 1849 it was reported that all the settlers had again left Mi-
ami for the safety of the Cape Florida Lighthouse. This time the Navy,
sent from Key West to investigate, convinced them to return home. 3 8
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manufactured in his factory on the Miami River. Key to the Gulf, July 9, 1859

Even the threat of Indian uprisings did not stop growth. In the late

0s Dr. R. R. letcher opened a store on the south bank of the

river, and George Ferguson opened a store adjacent to his coontie
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mill3 9 near the rapids of the Miami River. In the 1850 Manufactur-

ing Census, Ferguson reported that he and his twenty-five employees
had processed 300,000 pounds of coontie at a value of $24,000. 4 0

Ferguson produced starch on such a large scale that he sold it to
Ferguson produced starch on such a large scale that he sold it to
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markets in New York and Boston. In 1858 Ferguson also became the
postmaster of the Miami Post Office which had opened for the first
time in December, 1856. 4 1 The mail boat from Key West came once
a month to the small settlement.

In the midst of this growth, William English and his uncle, Richard
Fitzpatrick, caught "gold fever" and decided to go to California to
seek their fortune. English announced that he hoped to get enough
money there to finance his Village of Miami which he planned to
finish developing when he returned. Unfortunately, William English
never returned. In 1855 in Grass Valley, California, he accidentally
shot himself while dismounting from his horse. 4 2 His early dream for
a city on the Miami River died with him.

In addition to English's departure, settlers were experiencing
other difficulties. In January, 1852, a meeting was called by George
Ferguson to petition the government to do something about the
uneasiness they felt due to the unresolved situation with the Semi-
noles. A copy was sent to Washington and Tallahassee seeking redress
of their grievances.

Whereas the people of Florida have manifested a large share of Job's
quality under the continued residence of that standing evil and obstacle to

all settlement and improvement 'the Seminole' whose outrages in masacre-

ing at midnight, defenceless men, women and children, burning their

homes and devastating the country-crimes as yet unatoned for, and living

in the memory of the whole country as a standing reproach to the govern-

ment, who has so long suffered them to remain a terror to all neighboring

settlements and an effectual bar to all emigration and improvement and
believeing that these Indians, once beyond our borders, South Florida
would soon become what nature has so evidently designed upon-other
geneial climate, fresh pure streams, rich hammocks, and numberous spon-
taneous products. [sic] 4 3

It is not known if any steps were taken at this time but in 1855
conditions were sufficiently difficult to warrant the return of the
troops to Fort Dallas.

It was during this occupation by the Army that the stone buildings
on the north bank, begun by William English in the 1840s were
completed by the troops. Many wooden buildings were also con-
structed until for the first time, the north bank had more buildings
than the south. 4 4

In December, 1855, Indians attacked surveyors near the Big Cy-
press country and the war was on again. A month later Peter
Johnson and Edward Farrell were killed at their home on Biscayne
Bay six miles south of Ft. Dallas. The soldiers rounded up all the
settlers and brought them by barges to the fort for safety. 4 5
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In 1857 the troops built the first road ever constructed in South
Florida linking Ft. Dallas with Ft. Lauderdale. It was sixteen feet
wide, with "causeways" built over swampland and a corduroy road
constructed through the marsh. A bridge was built over the Little
River and other streams between the Miami River and New River,
except Arch Creek, which had a natural bridge. 4 6 But while every-
one believed that this new road would help the development of
Miami once the war was over, they never had a chance to find out.
About the time the Third Seminole War was ending in late 1857 the
winds of another war were gathering force.

In 1871 Harper's published a drawing of the mouth of the Miami River showing
the Fort Dallas buildings that had been erected by the U.S. Army during the
Third Seminole War, 1855-57. Reprinted from:

J. B. Holder, "Along the
Florida Reef," Harper's
New Monthly Magazine, March,
1871

When the Civil War broke out the Cape Florida Lighthouse was
darkened by rebel guerrillas. 4 7 The few pioneers that remained were
completely cut off by the blockade from all communication and
transportation. Even the mail boat ceased its monthly run. It was an
especially difficult time because the settlers for the most part were
required to be completely self-sufficient. It was a period of stagna-
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tion and lost hope. However, there was considerable activity in the
area. The periodic arrival of steamboats from the blockade squadron
provided some excitement. Frequently, the blockaders would come
ashore and search the pine woods for real or suspected blockade-
runners, deserters, or refugees who were engaged in the manufacture
of pine-tar that they sold to the blockade-runners.

When the war was almost over, a large number of Yankees arrived
to check out the rumor that President Jefferson Davis was on his way
to Biscayne Bay. Every entrance to the bay was guarded and besides
three steamers there were a number of smaller craft patrolling in
every direction both day and night. 4 8 Jefferson Davis, who was cap-
tured in Georgia, never made it to Biscayne Bay. But General Breck-
enridge, former Confederate Secretary of War, arrived incognito in
June 1865. His party stopped at Ft. Dallas in order to get supplies
and found twenty or thirty men that his aide, John Wood, described
as being

... of all colors, from Yankee to the ebony Congo, all armed: a more
motley and villainous crew never trod the Captain Kidd's ships. We saw at
once with whom we had to deal-deserters from the Army and Navy of
both sides, a mixture of Spainards and Cubans, outlaws and renegades. 4 9

A few gold coins did the trick and Breckenridge and crew with food
and water were able to continue on to Cuba. s 0

By the time the war was over, Dade County had dropped to one of
its lowest points. There was little change in the situation until 1866
when Reconstruction politics brought Miami a most remarkable man
who would dominate the history of the area for the next ten years.

In the fall of 1865 two men who had recently moved to Virginia
had an idea that would greatly affect the next decade of Miami's
history. Former New Yorker, W. H. Hunt, proposed to the Freed-
man's Bureau that the Bureau build some mills on government lands
in Florida. He offered to operate the mills and

. . .place one thousand Freedmen and their families above requiring assis-
tance from the government... Provided: they are placed upon lands of
my selection under the Homestead Law of the State of Florida. .. . 1

The Bureau did not give Hunt the contract he wanted but as a
result of Hunt's proposal, Virginia Bureau Chief, Orlando Brown,
proposed a plan in which as many as 50,000 Virginia Negroes would
be invited to emigrate to Florida. Oliver O. Howard, Freedman's
Bureau Chief, thought enough of the plan to ask Florida Assistant



102 Tequesta

Commissioner, Colonel Thomas W. Osborn, to inspect and report on
lands that might be available for this purpose. 5 2

Led by Brevet Lieutenant Colonel George F. Thompson, the in-
spection of the sparsely populated, wilderness-like southern half of
the peninsula began in December 1865. Thompson was accompanied
by W. H. Hunt's friend, "Special Agent" William H. Gleason, who
had volunteered to assist Thompson without pay.

Between December 20, 1865 and January 5, 1866 Thompson and
Gleason visited several points on the west coast of Florida. Unim-
pressed with what they found on the Gulf coast, the men journeyed
to Key West to seek passage to Biscayne Bay.

The inspection party arrived at the Miami River on January 27,
1866. They were so impressed with the area that they stayed until
February 14. This favorable impression also showed up in Thomp-
son's 45-page final report that covered Hillsboro, Manatee, Monroe,
Dade, Broward, Polk, Orange and Volusia counties. One-third of the
report was devoted to Dade County.

Thompson wrote that

... the first and most notable characteristic of this section is the climate;
beyond all question the most equable of any in the United States.... [the
people] are entirely destitute of all educational institutions, but yet as a
general rule are a more intelligent class of people than can be found in the
interior of the Peninsula. Their vocation [wrecking] brings them in contact
with people from all parts of the world and this keeps alive among them a
spirit of inquiry, that they do not sink into that lethargy which seems to
take so strong a hold upon those living inland... the productions of this
country are very limited, but sufficient experiments have been made to
indicate its adaption to the culture of all the tropical fruits and plants. 5 3

But while Thompson waxed eloquently about the area he also
pointed out some of the difficulties he encountered. Typically, one
of the most serious was the insects. He wrote that

. . during the entire year mosquitoes and sand flies seem to vie with each
other in their efforts to torment humanity. While we were there in the
winter they were almost intolerable, and during the summer months are
said to be more numerous and aggressive. To sleep at night without mos-
quito bar would be nearly as fruitless as to attempt to fly without

wings.

In conclusion, Thompson wrote that the area could become the
"Garden of the United States." 5 5 He stated, however, "no general
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settlement of the southern part of Florida can ever be affected with-
out first adopting a vast system of drainage to reclaim the country
from annual inundations." 5 6

The plan to make South Florida a haven for former slaves never
materialized. But six months later in July 1866 a schooner bearing
with it Gleason, his wife and two sons, his friend, W. H. Hunt and his
wife and son, four hired men, two horses, two mules, a cow and all
kinds of other equipment anchored off of Cape Florida. An eyewit-
ness described her first impression of Gleason and his entourage:

... with the shrewdness and tact with which he was imbued he saw the
one chance in his lifetime in coming here where there would be little or no
opposition to whatever enterprise he cared to engage in. The erection of a
Post Office [named Miami] and the appointment of a Postmaster [Hunt] to
take charge upon their arrival here, and, besides, with the unloading of the
schooner which must have been a veritable Noah's Ark from the appear-
ance of what was being brought ashore from off her, and the business way
in which everything was being conducted by them, impressed upon the
minds of the people that they were no common people that had so sud-

denly come to live among us.5 7

They were no common people. William Henry Gleason, the leader
of the group was an extraordinary young man. In his thirty-six years
he had already made and lost a fortune and had started making
another. A native of Massachusetts, he moved to Wisconsin with his
family when he was eighteen years old. Here he became interested in
engineering, surveying, real estate, politics, and law. He founded the
lumber town of Eau Claire, became co-founder and president of the
bank and was involved in a land-speculation deal that brought him to
the brink of financial ruin. Before he left Wisconsin, Gleason had
already developed some strong enemies and had been involved in
several questionable business deals. Radical editor Marcus M. "Brick"
Pomeroy, in his La Crosse Democrat wrote:

Gleason was a resident of Eau Claire not long since. In 1856 he was
engaged in the legal occupation of returning votes for a township in Eau
Claire Co. where no election was held, and was then charged in bank
speculation that did not add much to his reputation for honesty. 5 8

After the outbreak of the Civil War, Gleason switched to the Re-
publican Party and established stores in Washington and Baltimore in
partnership with New Yorker William 'Henry Hunt. When the war
ended he and Hunt moved to Virginia which indirectly led to his first
visit to South Florida.s 9



The decade prior to 1876 belonged to Wisconsonite William H. Gleason who
held absolute power over Dade County until the November election of 1876.
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Gleason did not like being called a carpet-bagger, but it is difficult
to characterize him as anything else. But regardless of the final judg-
ment of the man, in 1866, he was welcomed with open arms. The
few settlers in Miami were used to arrivals and departures. One wrote
that

. . the old timers were waiting and hoping for something to start, always
sure it was coming. Pretty near every year there would be a little spurt.
Someone would come in and tell what he was going to do, but a few days
would be the end of it. 6 0

But this time, it looked as if Gleason and company meant business.
Upon their arrival Hunt and Gleason and their families moved into

the then unoccupied Ft. Dallas buildings. The unloading of the
schooner into a smaller boat which could navigate the shallow bay
took several days. They brought all kinds of farm equipment includ-
ing mowing machines and hay rakes. They also brought seeds for
planting and enough staples to last for six months. The most interest-
ing and unusual items on board as far as South Florida was con-
cerned were Hunt's books and a complete printing press. Hunt had
brought a virtual library with him containing many rare and useful
books that were full of information helpful to the pioneer.

As far as the printing press was concerned, any hope of publishing
a profitable newspaper at that time was obviously foolhardy. There
were no more than thirty-five to forty-five people in the entire
county including John H. Armour and two assistant keepers at Jup-
iter Lighthouse and a man named Lang living at Lake Worth. But
with this type of optimistic expectations for Miami, Hunt and Glea-
son couldn't be all bad.

Hunt encouraged the settlers to plant a winter vegetable crop
which most had never done before. Hunt and Gleason themselves
planted oats and hay in what later became Flagler's golf course (now
Metro Justice Building area) and when not raking hay, used the
wheel section of the hay rake as a sulky to provide transportation
from Ft. Dallas to the fields. 6

If Gleason had been content to limit his interests to South Florida,
who can say what might have been accomplished there. But with the
"carpet-bag" Republicans firmly in control of Florida politics, in-
cluding fellow Wisconsonite, Harrison Reed, it was inevitable that
Gleason also get involved. In the spring of 1868 the Republicans
nominated Reed for governor and William H. Gleason as lieutenant-
governor. At about the same time, Nelson English, Supervisor of
Elections from Monroe County arrived to register the voters from
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Dade County also elected Hunt as Dade's Senator. 6 2 Soon after the
Governor and Lieutenant Governor were inaugurated the Governor
appointed the county officers of Dade County, who were probably
hand-picked by Gleason. 6 3

Before long, Gleason began to show his true colors. In November,
1868, allied with the more radical Republicans, Gleason participated
in impeachment proceedings against Reed and declared himself Gov-
ernor. Refusing to be intimidated, Reed would not give up. Thus, for
a month Florida had two people claiming to be governor-Reed in
the Capitol building and Gleason in the hotel across the street with
the State Seal in his possession to bolster his claim.

A short time later, Gleason found himself impeached because he
had not lived in Florida for the requisite three years to hold office. 6 4

When it was all over the following poem appeared in the anti-
Republican Tallahassee Floridian.

Far better for Gleason if he had remained
In Wisconsin, where he so much glory attained.
For his talents, peculiar are out of their sphere
There are no 'wild cat' banks for his management here.
He would reap far more honor and quite as much gain
By terrapin hunting around Key Biscayne.6

Temporarily ousted from state politics Gleason returned to Bis-
cayne Bay. But it was not the last heard of Gleason in Tallahassee. He
represented Dade County in the House between 1870 and 1874. 6 6

There was considerable controversy, however, over each election.
Back in Miami, Gleason proceeded to perfect his control there. In

the 1871 Florida Gazetteer Gleason was listed as County Clerk, Tax
Assessor and member of the Board of Public Instruction. 6 7

A study of the County Commissioners and the minutes of the
Commission between 1868 and 1876 reveals his growing control over
all aspects of Dade County life. 6 8 With Gleason as County Clerk, the
Dade County record books, almost non-existent before Gleason's
regime, suddenly came to life. Prominent in the records were rather
large sums of money paid to Gleason for the various duties he per-
formed. For instance, in the December 6, 1869 Minutes, Gleason
received $120.00 for surveying the road between Snake Creek and
the "Hunting Ground" (which was not built until thirty years later)
and another $100.00 for salary as Clerk.6 9 Considering how little
money was taken in by the county each year (in 1875 the total was
$295.20), this was an inordinate sum. 7 0 But compared to Gleason's
other financial involvements, his Dade County earnings were strictly
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penny-ante. Between February 1869 and 1872 the Internal Improve-
ment Board of the State of Florida sold Gleason's Southern Inland
Navigation and Improvement Company which was chartered to build
a canal between Fernandina and Key West, 1,350,000 acres of
"swamp and overflow" land at six cents an acre. 7 1

For the most part, Gleason's control of Dade County went unchal-
lenged. Even though he was unpopular with many of the people, he
was tolerated. Everyone acknowledged that he was doing more good
than harm. That is every one except Dr. Jephta V. Harris. In 1869,
Dr. Harris of Louisiana purchased the 640 acre "Ft. Dallas property"

In 1870 Gleason moved the Miami post office from the Ft. Dallas property and
re-opened it as Biscayne in present-day Miami Shores. This drawing by George
Potter of the mail boat was made in the 1870s. Reprinted from:

William Straight. "Frontier
Physician of Dade County"
Journal of the Florida Medical
Association, July, 1965.
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from William English's sister and heir for $1,450. 7 2 This put Harris
in conflict with Hunt and Gleason who were living there and claiming
to have a lease from the U.S. Government to occupy the building.
Harris, with great difficulty, was finally able to take possession of the
property and Hunt and Gleason moved up to Hunt's homestead in
what is now Miami Shores. When they left Ft. Dallas it could be said
that they took Miami with them. Actually, they took the post office,
which in December, 1870, they changed to "Biscayne." From this
time until 1874 there was no Miami. 7 3

But Gleason was not willing to give up the Ft. Dallas property
without a fight. In 1871 he figured out a way to capitalize on a
mistake made in the original James Egan Grant of 1824. At that time
Egan had been misspelled as "Hagan." Some said this occurred be-
cause of the Bahamian's tendency to drop their "H"s. Gleason dis-
covered a former Key West resident, James Fletcher Hagan, and
through his heirs, John W. Hagan and his children, Nancy Rigby and
Harriet Williamson, purchased (in the name of his wife Sara Gleason)
adverse title in the property for $750.00. 7 4 He then wrote to the
Department of the Interior requesting a patent to the land and the
insertion of the initial "F" (James F. Hagan) in the original patent.
On November 19, 1872, the patent was issued to Gleason. 7 5 Ob-
viously, by this time Gleason and Harris were at great odds. (Harris'
Confederate background only added to the feud.) Harris wrote to
Washington claiming fraud. The controversy became so heated that
Harris even threatened to shoot Hunt and duel with Gleason. Neither
threat was carried out, but in 1874 Harris attacked Gleason on a Key
West street. By this time Harris was not alone in his feelings about
Gleason. An eyewitness to this "whipping" reported that it occurred
"to the vicarious satisfaction of numerous witnesses." 7 6 Harris even-
tually won a new patent from Washington but the controversy was
not completely settled until 1874 when George M. Thew purchased
both claims for the Biscayne Bay Company-Gleason's for $100.00
and a thousand shares of stock, and Harris' for $6,000.00. 7 7

But for all his shortcomings, Gleason was attracting new settlers to
Miami. Before long, his name appeared in the profusion of guide
books, travel accounts and promotional pamphlets that were pub-
lished after the war. In 1869 Dr. Brinton reported in his Guide Book
to Florida that "Lieutenant Governor Gleason resides at Miami and
will entertain travelers to the extent that he can." 7 8 Hawkes, in his
Florida Gazetteer, added that "as there is no boarding house, Messers
Hunt and Gleason feel compelled to keep a fine hotel." 7 9 In a book
by R. L. Gardiner, Lieutenant-Governor Gleason was quoted as
saying:
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... the pure water and other mineral springs, the magnificent beauty of its
scenery, the salubrity and equability of its climate, must make Biscayne
Bay at no distant day, the resort of the tourist and the lover of adven-

ture. 8 0

In Sidney Lanier's Florida, its Scenery, Climate and History, he
mentioned the plans of Gleason's Southern Island Navigation and
Improvement Company to build a needed canal from Indian River to
Biscayne Bay.

Those desiring to know more of this portion of Florida would doubtless be

cheerfully informed upon application of letter or otherwise to Rev. W. W.
Hicks of Fernandina, Florida or Hon. W. Gleason, Miami, Florida who

seem to be the stirring men of Dade Co.8 1

Gleason was also involved in several organized efforts to entice
settlers to Dade County. In this period a number of northern land
and emigrant aid companies mushroomed with the purpose of help-
ing the immigrant desiring to come to Florida, of course, with a
profit for the promoter. Gleason briefly had a contract with the
American Emigrant Aid and Homestead Company of New York. 8 2

Dennis Egan in the Sixth Annual Report: Committee of Lands and
Immigration, wrote that:

... whatever impetus immigration to this portion of the state (Dade
County) has received has been due to the energy and enterprise of the
Hon. W. G. Gleason, who is permanently located at Miami and is thor-
oughly identified with the material prosperity of the state and particularly
Dade County. 8 3

J. B. Holder, writing in 1871 for Harpers, noted that Hunt and
Gleason's "plan for intelligent beginnings (for South Florida ... de-
serves success." 8 4

Although most of the authors painted an optimistic picture of
South Florida's future and Gleason's leadership, some did not. The
most critical description of the area and of Gleason's over-blown
projections appeared in F. Trench Townsend's Wild Life in Florida
published in 1875. Townsend wrote that:

Throughout Florida, the settlement of Miami, on Biscayne Bay is repre-
sented as a sort of terrestial paradise, cultivated like the Garden of Eden,
where every fruit of the tropics grows luxuriantly, where magnificent
scenery delights the eye and fever and death are unknown. It is in reality a
very small settlement on a ridge of limestone, rising from five to thirty feet
above the sea, with a loose sandy loam over it, only a few inches in depth,



110 Tequesta

but tolerably fertile. The climate is equable but very hot, the scenery is
pretty but never approaches magnificence, while the multitude of insects

make life hardly endurable. 8 5

What was Gleason's Miami really like a hundred years ago? In
reality it was probably quite like Townsend's description. Adam
Richards, who settled in the area in 1875, wrote that:

... the scale of living was pretty low. People lived on potatoes and other

easily grown vegetables, fish, birds and once in a while would have some

venison when somebody would shoot a deer. It was inordinately difficult

to obtain groceries, such as flour, coffee, sugar and canned goods and

anyway most people couldn't afford to buy them most of the time. Travel

and communication were both difficult and dangerous, there being rivers

with swift currents, wild animals, snakes and roaming beach tramps with

criminal tendencies to contend with.8 6

Ralph Munroe, a visitor from Staten Island recorded his first im-
pression of the bay in 1877. He wrote that

. . there was no more isolated region to be found and scarcely any less

productive... the few hardy settlers depended mainly on the products of

the sea, together with plentiful game, for food. Green turtle and fish of all

kinds were unlimited, the Indians brought in venison, bear, wild turkey,

terrapin, gopher ... the surest and easiest way of raising money was by the

manufacture of coontie (or comptie) starch, from the roots of a small

palm like plant (Zamia) which grew in the pine woods in crannies of the

stubborn rocky surface . . .every family, except those of the two store

keepers, had its little mill. 7

Munroe was also fascinated by what he called the

. . varied humanity drawn to the wilderness ... Both virtues and frailities

are attracted by the chances of pioneer adventure, and the handful of

Biscayne settlers in 1877 included a wider variety of characters and history

than many a northern town. Their isolation and mutual dependence

brought out their peculiarities in high relief, while at the same time it

touched them with a warmth of friendship and service unknown in large

communities.

Who were these people that were drawn to the wilderness? Basic-
ally, there were three types. First, there were the few "old-timers"
who had lived through the Indian troubles and, compared to what
they had seen and been through, must have considered life on the
bay in 1876 a picnic. These included the Pent family (John and Ed)
who lived in what later became Coconut Grove. They had the distinc-
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tion of being the oldest family in the area. 8 9 The second oldest
family was probably the Frows, who at that time were still living at
the Cape Florida Lighthouse. 9 0 On the Miami River were John
Adams, who had spent some time in prison as a result of his block-
ade-running affairs during the Civil War. 9 1 Nearby on Wagner's Creek
lived William Wagner who had come to Miami in 1855 as a store-
keeper for the army at Fort Dallas. "Long John" Holman, another
Indian War veteran, lived on Musa Isle. William H. Benest, who after
being elected to the state legislature in 1870, was the first to be
deposed by Gleason, also lived on the river. Andrew Barr, an early
homesteader from Massachusetts, completed the old-timers living on
or near the Miami River.

South of the river on the site of the late Arthur Vining Davis'
home, "Journey's End," lived the Enfinger and Jenkins families. 9 2

Further south at the "Hunting Grounds" (Cutler) were John and
Mary Addison. 9 3 North of the river were Michael Oxer, Dan Clark
and Michael Sears. 9 4

Among the more prosperous pioneers was William B. Brickell,
from Cleveland, Ohio. He purchased the Egan and Lewis grants on
the south side of the river and in 1870 opened a trading post near the
mouth. Like Gleason, he also brought supplies and lumber with him
as well as workmen. He even brought a tutor for his children.

E. T. Sturtevant came to South Florida with Brickell. At first he
settled on the Polly Lewis Donation next to Brickell, but apparently
quarrelled with him over its ownership and as a result ended his
friendship with him and moved to Biscayne where he became confi-
dant and partner of Hunt and Gleason. Sturtevant's later claim to
fame was the fact that he was the father of Julia Tuttle who visited
him on the bay as early as 1875. At this point in time, however, he
would have to be classified as a "carpet-bagger." 9'

Other settlers at Biscayne included Edward Barnott, Andrew Price
and Charles Rhodes, all of whom worked for Hunt and Gleason.
Price, a Negro, was the captain of the schooner "Governor Gleason"
that had the mail contract between Key West and Biscayne. Gleason
had also made Price a County Commissioner and a member of the
School Board. 9 6

The Potter brothers, George and Dr. Richard B., had come to the
bay in 1874 from Cincinnati, Ohio. They lived on Biscayne Bay near
85th Street and N.E. 10th Avenue. Although Richard Potter was a
physician, the scarcity of people made the practice of medicine an
unprofitable profession. A friend wrote him that if a physician was
to survive in Dade County he had to "become a Koonty [sic] digger
or else sell whiskey to the Indians and get their trade as Brickell



112 Tequesta

had." 9 7 By 1875, Dr. Potter was not only a coontie digger, but was
also Customs Inspector and Deputy U.S. Marshal. 9 8

Jonathan C. Lovelace and J. William Ewan had come to Miami in
1874 to manage the Biscayne Bay Company property on the north
bank of the river. (James Egan Donation). Like all the previous
owners of this "Ft. Dallas" tract, this company had grandiose plans
for the future. They cleared much of the land and planted many
tropical trees. 9 9

In 1874, Ewan and Lovelace had been able to re-open the post
office there. Ewan believed it should be spelled "Maama," because
that was the Indian way. Thus the spelling was changed and
the "Maama" post office offered competition to Gleason's "Bis-
cayne." 1 00 In addition to the post office, Ewan also opened a store
and trading post in the old stone "barracks." Also living at Ft. Dallas
and helping Ewan run his store were Charles and Isabella Peacock
who, lured by Charles' brother, had sold out their wholesale meat
business in London and come to Miami in 1875.101

Besides the Biscayne Bay Company there was another ambitious
plan for settlement that brought a few more people to the area. In
November, 1876, Henry E. Perrine and eight other men came to the
bay with the idea of settling the grant his father had received in
1837.102 Perrine and his sister, Mrs. James E. Walker, had printed
an eighteen-page pamphlet entitled "Biscayne Bay, Dade County,
Florida," for the purpose of enticing settlers to this grant. In fact,
in order to get clear title to the grant the Perrines had to settle
the land and grow tropical fruits there.

Perrine wrote that he wanted

.. a goodly number of families of culture and refinement, who are desir-
ous of seeking new homes to join us in forming a settlement on our grant.
We do not wish any to go who expect that there will be no discomfort to
encounter or that they can at once step into the enjoyments of home
without working for them ... [they] must be able to have enough money
to procure supplies for their own subsistence. 103

Besides the glowing reports by different individuals quoted in the
report, Perrine offered an added inducement.

To each of the first 35 families (who will in October or November of this
year locate themselves upon our land with a view of permanent settle-
ment) [he would] donate 20 acres of the land free of charge save the
condition of erecting a dwelling place thereon and agreeing to cultivate at
least one useful tropical plant... also [he would] dispose of a limited
number of lots of one or two acres each at 'Perrine,' now known as
Addison's landing. 104



Miami in 1876 113

When Perrine arrived, he was welcomed by Addison, who provided
lodging for him until he could build a floor for his tent. He planned
to live there until he could build a house. From the start things did
not progress as rapidly as Perrine had expected. He planted some
vegetables but was plagued by the lack of reliable transportation to
the Key West market. In 1877 one of the men connected with the
Biscayne Bay Company wrote the following in his diary:

I wish I could make a good report of his labours, but all he has done
exhibits a want of good judgment, nor do I think he will ever succeed as a
planter. His wharf with 38 piers put up of green pine put in a year ago,
reduced to 14 pieces. 1

05

After eight months, Perrine gave up and returned to New York.
Most of the men that came with him left or moved to other less
isolated sites on the bay. He bemoaned the fact that

. . without increased capital it would take many years of semi-savage life
before one could hope to realize any considerable profit ... I finally de-
cided to return where I could enjoy the comforts of civilized life. 1 0 6

There was another group of pioneers in Miami besides the "old
timers" and the more prosperous. These were the homesteader-types
and other interesting folks who, lured by free land, or sometimes
simply the love of adventure, had come to the bay.

In the literal sense a homesteader was someone who filed for a
homestead under the Homestead Act of 1862 which made it possible
to get a 160 acre plot of land free from the government after improv-
ing it and living there for five years. But to the settlers in 1876 a
"homesteader-type" had a broader connotation. There was so much
available land in the area that there was often little urgency to file a
homestead claim. Often a settler would work for others or simply
"live" or "squat" on a certain piece of land for years before bother-
ing to officially claim it. Therefore, most of the homesteader-types
were those who came to the area, usually with little capital, with the
idea of making Miami their permanent home. In the next decade as
interest in South Florida increased, most that stayed would file for
the land. Added to this, many of the landowners in 1876 (who had
not filed under the Homestead Act) or their children also took ad-
vantage of this government give-away to increase their holdings.

William Mettair and William J. Smith were two homesteader-types
who were living near what later became Lemon City (near bay front
and N.E. 62nd Street). Further north on the "Old Military Trail"
lived John Harner and at Arch Creek were the Robert Rhodes family
and William S. Milliken from Massachusetts, who had come to the
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area in the last stages of consumption. 1 7 Shortly after his arrival,
Milliken died and was buried there. Somehow someone erected a
large granite tombstone to mark his grave. It survived into the Twen-
tieth Century and was the subject of much discussion through the
years. 1 0 8 South of the river, Ohioian Samuel Rhodes and his young

Cypress Charlie's Squaw Munroe Collection
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son, homesteaded near Dinner Key and J. William Ewan had a home-
stead in what later became Coconut Grove. 1 09

Like the western frontier, South Florida also attracted many single
young men, many of whom later became homesteaders. These in-
cluded John Thomas "Jolly Jack" Peacock who had come to the bay
in 1870 from England and later married the step-daughter of Francis
Enfinger. In 1876 he was living on Ewan's homestead in what later
became Coconut Grove-then known as "Jack's Bight." Others were
Adam Richards, who was working for William Wagner, T. W. Faulker,
Charles Siebold and A. F. Quimby who were living in "Snapper
Hammock" north of Addison's. 1 10

There was one other group of people living in the Miami area in
1876-the Seminole Indians. With the opening of the trading posts in
Miami after the war, they had started coming there to trade from
their homes in the Everglades. As a result, many of the Seminole
braves became friendly with the white settlers. The Indians most
often mentioned in early accounts were: Old Alec, Billy Harney,
Miami Jimmy, Old Tigertail who was the favorite of most of the
settlers, Cypress Charlie who had lost part of his ear for lying, Key
West Billy who had received his name because he spent time there
and Matlo who was disliked by almost everyone.

The last serious incident between white man and Indian in Miami
had occurred in 1873. Word spread among the residents that the
Indians were preparing to attack. As usual, everyone raced to Ft.
Dallas (then owned by Dr. J. V. Harris) to make plans to flee to Key
West. Before William Wagner could leave for Ft. Dallas several In-
dians, among them Old Alec, Billy Harney, and Miami Jimmy, ap-
peared at his house to see what was going on. When Wagner told the
Indians what he feared they replied, "No, Indian no want to fight,"
and left to get the other Indian leaders to come to Ft. Dallas to allay
the fears of the residents. That afternoon eight or ten Indians, in-
cluding Chief Tigertail, came to Ft. Dallas wearing white feathers in
their turbans. A peace treaty was signed and everyone went home
satisfied that the whole affair had been started by rumor. 1 1

But while the people in Miami were in constant and friendly con-
tact with the Indians, for the most part, the rest of the nation had
forgotten them. There was almost no mention of the Florida Semi-
noles in government documents following the end of the Third Semi-
nole War (1857) until the report of W. L. Pratt who visited South
Florida in 1879. (It was not published until 1888.) 12

Another Indian Agent, Clay McCauley, visited Florida in 1880 and
reported that he found 63 Seminoles (Pratt listed 80) at the "Miami
River Settlement" which was located in the Everglades above the
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headwaters of the river. He described the Indians as a healthy and
independent group of people who at that time needed little or no
assistance from the government. In fact, their only problem was their
occasional drunken "sprees" from the whiskey they got from the
Indian traders. One visitor wrote that "the Indians frequently be-
came inebriated and 'carried on' pretty well in the river shouting out
the little English they knew."' ' 3 But he added that most of the
whites joined in-"What a subject for a temperance lecture this place
is. "114

But even though at this time the Indian was both unmolested and
showed no inclination to threaten the whites, Indian Agent Mc-
Cauley wrote that

White population is closing in upon the land of the Seminole. There is no
farther retreat to which they can go ... [and he was] about to enter a
future unlike any past he has known .... What will he become?

There were many diverse people living in the Miami area in 1876.
But they had one thing in common-they needed each other. While it
is misleading to call Miami a community in 1876, it is possible to
speak of the existence of a "community spirit." Ralph Munroe be-
lieved that the society of a primitive wilderness community has al-
ways a tang, a reality and usually a degree of kindly humanity."' 16

Charles Pierce spoke of a bond between them. "We were pioneers,
and a pioneer call for help was never turned down."'1 7

On this tropical frontier most settlers gladly opened hearth and
home to both residents and visitors. Even the Indians who came to
trade were allowed to camp at Brickells or at other pioneer dwellings,
frequently sharing a meal with the family. This type of frontier
hospitality was widespread. Francis Enfinger demonstrated his good-
will by inviting thirteen unannounced visitors for dinner, which,
plus his family, made eighteen at the table. Although most were
strangers, all were given venison steak, liver, home-cured bacon, corn
bread, Johnnie cake, sweet potatoes, Indian pumpkin, coontie pud-
ding and guava jelly-"all in good style and with great abundance."
After dinner they sat on the porch, ate bananas, chewed sugarcane or
smoked. Everyone was invited to spend the night and everyone ac-
cepted. The next morning before they departed they had another
hearty meal at their host's table. 1 18

This community spirit was especially strong in time of trouble. In
the fall of 1876 South Florida felt the effects of two hurricanes. The
first passed off the coast on September 15 and a more severe one
passed to the west of Miami on October 20-21, emerging into the
Atlantic at Mosquito Inlet.' 1 9 Both hurricanes were classified as
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minimal. 1 2 0 The center of the October hurricane, with highest winds
clocked at 88 miles per hour, passed directly over Key West. It was
reported in the Jacksonville Daily Tribune that Key West suffered
"no bad damage except to shipping, water closets and chicken
coops."' 2 1 However, it was stated that it was "one of the most
severe felt here for several years."1 2 2

The best description of the hurricane's effect on the South Florida
mainland and the pioneers' willingness to help each other is found in
Pierce's Pioneer Life in Southeast Florida. Pierce rode out the storm
at David Brown's house on Lake Worth with six families (25 people),
including Lieutenant-Governor Gleason, who happened to be passing
by when the storm struck. The frightened people, most of whom
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were experiencing their first gale, clustered in the center hall of
Brown's home expecting it to blow away any minute. The house and
the people survived the storm with no serious mishaps. But when the
storm was over the people emerged to find the scene of desolation
familiar to any veteran of tropical storms. Trees were felled, those
still standing were stripped of their leaves, making the whole land-
scape quite naked, wet and frightful. 1 23

No similar account has been uncovered about the Miami area. The
only indication of the severity of the storm there is found in the
account of the Frow's interrupted picnic on Soldier Key that was
published in the Commodore's Story. The picnickers, like the other
residents, were surprised by the storm. They survived the blow by
literally hanging on:

... head-to-wind... their hands, grasping the edge of the stone work,
while the storm stripped the key of trees, drove the breakers bodily over
everything save their masonry perch and bombarded them with a fierce
fusillade of leaves, branches, coral driftwood, shells and miscellaneous
wreckage.

1 24

It is hard to say with any certainty what kind of damage was done
to Miami. For some reason through the years, the hurricane of '76
obtained a mystique quite like the killer hurricane of 1926. There
was no comparison between the two except perhaps in the minds of
the handful of surprised pioneers that lived through it in wooden
shacks on unprotected shores.

Hurricanes were not the only weather problems the pioneers had
to face in 1876. A short time after the hurricane, in late November,
an uncommon cold spell came to South Florida. Charles Pierce wrote
that everyone huddled together close to the smoky fire trying to
keep warm. It was so cold that water froze in a pail on their back
porch and thousands of fish in Lake Worth died from the cold. 1 2

At "Perrine," poor Henry Perrine's thermometer went down to
33°. He wrote:

... lying upon our cots in the tent, with no mattress [sic] under us, the
cold struck up through the canvas and rubber blankets, so that although
we kept our clothes on and curled ourselves up under our blankets, we
could not get warm . .. Although suffering from the cold we had the
satisfaction of knowing that for a few days we were relieved from the
attacks of the mosquitoes. 12 6

The few leaves that remained on the trees after the hurricane were
all killed by the frost. But at least it didn't last long. Pierce wrote
that after three days "the blizzard was gone and it was real Florida
weather again."' 2 7
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There were also happy occasions in Miami. In the Spring of 1876
Father Hugon came from Key West to dedicate William Wagner's
little Catholic Chapel he had built two years previously on his home-
stead "in the pine woods." Many of the bay's citizens, including
non-Catholics attended the service. The little church was filled again
in September when Adam Richards married Rosie Wagner. Several
Indians also attended the ceremony. 1 2 8

For the most part, the people in South Florida were affected very
little by things that occurred outside their small settlement. But in
late 1875 three projects that had been planned by the United States
Government would affect the people living on the bay.

The most ambitious government project was the construction of
the Fowey Rock Lighthouse. From the very first year of operation

Fowey Rock Lighthouse, completed in 1878, was a major government project
being built in Miami in 1876. To the right is a wrecked ship indicating that even
this improved light could not completely end the destruction on the reef.

Munroe Collection
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of the Cape Florida Lighthouse in 1825, mariners complained that it
was a poor and ineffective light. Finally in June, 1874, the govern-
ment appropriated $100,000 to build a new lighthouse on the reef
itself at Fowey Rock. 1 29

Work on the lighthouse began in late 1875 and was not finished
until 1878. The base of operations for the lighthouse construction
crew was Soldier Key. Large barracks, a machine shop and rain water
cisterns were constructed there. During the summer of 1876 the first
series of piles were put into place on the reef. It took two months to
construct an eight-foot-square working platform twelve feet above
the low water line. After this was in place, further work was delayed
by bad summer weather which made the transportation of the crew
from Soldier Key very difficult.

Finally the problem was solved by pitching tents on the working
platform and leaving a force of men there high and dry above the
running sea with a supply of material and a small hoisting engine to
work the derrick. Material stored at Soldier Key was delivered by
barges towed by a steam launch which waited with its steam up day
and night to take advantage of any break in the weather. Throughout
the year the lighthouse tender "Geranium" was anchored nearby for
use of the contractors. 1 3 0 Adding to the problem, several passing
boats almost landed on the platform. Northeast of the tower, the
remains of "Arakanapka" were still visible as late as 1909.13 1

A sidelight to the building of the lighthouse was interest in the
soon-to-be abandoned Cape Florida site. As early as 1874, now Gen-
eral William S. Harney decided to attempt to clear the title to his
1839 purchases in the "Town of Key Biscayne." Not only did he
seek title to his two original lots but he claimed that the keeper's
dwelling had been constructed on his land, when it was re-built in
1846, so he claimed it as "payment" for thirty-five years of rent for
his property. At first the Lighthouse Board wrote that the board
should:

Make arrangement with Harney so that the United States could keep the
buildings until Fowey was completed. Then it would become his. In fact,
they suggested giving him the entire lighthouse reservation because "as the
lands are unoccupied, wild and were they put in market at this time they
would not bring enough to pay the expenses of sale."

Their total worth was estimated at $3.75! They added that:

The lands on Key Biscayne, at least in this locality are sandy and
worthless for any agricultural purposes and are being constantly en-
croached upon by the sea. No possible value can be attached to them
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except for building purposes and the project, once entertained, of a town

to give value to the lots, has long since fallen hopelessly through, so that
the grounds have remained and undoubtedly always will remain in their

wild, barren condition.1 32

A surveyor was sent to the island in 1875 to verify Harney's claim.
As a result of this survey in November, 1876, the claim was denied
because his property was proven to be outside the Lighthouse Res-
ervation. 1 3 3

The second major government project planned for the Miami area
was the. building of House of Refuge Number Five on the ocean near
present-day 71st Street. In 1874, due to the many reports of people
being shipwrecked off the coast of Florida, and suffering great depri-
vation when cast ashore, the government planned five Houses of
Refuge "affording succor to shipwrecked persons . . who in the ab-
sence of such means of relief, would be liable to perish from hunger
and thirst."' 34

In October, 1874, William H. Gleason made a "personal examina-
tion of the entire coast from Cape Canaveral to Cape Florida... on
foot or in open boat" 1 3 s in order to help the government select sites
for the proposed houses. In May, 1875, the government advertised
for bids to construct these five houses including "one on the beach
opposite the head of Biscayne Bay about three miles north of Cape
Florida. " 1 36

The successful bidder, Albert Blaisdell of Boston, signed a contract
with the government on October 18, 1875. He agreed to build the
five houses for $2,990 each and have them completed by April 1st,
1876.137 William H. Gleason was one of the unsuccessful bidders for
the project. At about the same time the bids were opened, Gleason
took the oath and was made Superintendent of District No. 7.1 38

Work began on the first house at Indian River in November 1878.
As each house was finished the crew would proceed down the coast
to the next. Work began on House Number 5 in April 1876 and it was
completed on April 18th.' 3 9 Obviously behind schedule, Blaisdell
had asked for and was granted an extention due to poor weather. He
wrote that due to a four day gale the boat bearing the lumber for the
Biscayne House could not land. In desperation the lumber was tied in
bundles and towed into the breakers and let loose. As a result, some
of the lumber landed two miles from this site and had to be dragged
back in the soft sand! 140

Finally on April 15, Thomas K. Travis, Assistant Superintendent,
wrote to Captain John McCaulan, Superintendent of Construction,
that "the house and boat house are completed and come as near to
the drawing as possible, it is an excellent house and is an ornament to



122 Tequesta

this coast." 1 4 1 All the houses were built exactly alike. The 35 x 15
foot structure was built of Florida pine, roofed with cypress shingles.
There were four rooms on the ground floor, a living room, dining
room, bedroom and kitchen. The entire first floor was surrounded by
a large veranda. Upstairs was a one room dormitory, intended for
stranded seafarers. The windows had no glass but wire-gauze mos-
quito netting (screen) with outside shutters. Next to the house was a
28 x 12-foot boathouse that housed a twenty-two-foot surf boat and
one twelve-foot skiff, both of galvanized iron, furnished with oars,
masts and sails.1 4 2

At about the same time the head of the Life Saving Service re-
ceived notice that the houses were finished he also received a letter
from several men who helped in the construction of the houses stat-
ing that the houses were poorly constructed. 1 4 3 In June, John
McGowan was sent on the U.S. Revenue Steamer Crawford to in-
vestigate. He reported that he found many faults in the construction
of the houses and suggested Blaisdell be required to correct them
before receiving payment for his work.1 4 4

Blaisdell, his crew and Second Lieutenant E. Bionde of the U.S.
Revenue Marine returned to the Florida coast in August. By Septem-
ber Bionde reported that the problems had been corrected. He
added, however, that it was impossible to finish the Biscayne Bay
House in first-class manner "on account of the mosquitoes. The
bridging under the house could not be done until a blinding and
suffocating smoke was made, which often failed to drive them
away."

1 4 5

Bionde also felt compelled to comment that

I, beg leave to add that though the duty I have been called to perform
required the undergoing of great hardship, exposure and the visual danger
of coasting in an open boat at a distance of 400 miles, it was done with the
pleasure I have always experienced while executing your instructions. 1 4 6

With the house completed and ready to be occupied, on October
7, 1876, William J. Smith was appointed the first keeper by Superin-
tendent William H. Hunt. The keeper and his family were the only
people at the House of Refuge. He was not expected to attempt to
rescue a ship in a storm, but to patrol the beach after every blow
looking for wrecks and survivors. He had to keep enough supplies
and cots to provide shelter and sustenance for a maximum of twenty-
five people for ten days. 1 4 7

William Hunt had replaced Gleason as Superintendent in August,
1876.148 The same pattern that had been followed by Hunt and
Gleason in the past was repeated again. In fact, it had happened so
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In 1876 the U.S. Life Saving Service built the Biscayne House of Refuge on Mi-
ami Beach near present-day 71st Street. It was destroyed in the 1926 Hurricane
and never rebuilt. Munroe Collection

often that Hunt and Gleason must have appeared as "Tweedle-de-dee
and Tweedle-de-dum." At the same time Gleason resinged as Superin-
tendent he sent the whopping bill of $440.75 "for Services as Super-
intendent." 1 4 9 Having second thoughts he withdrew it two days
later and submitted another which looked more plausible. The new
bill included $320.00 for services to locate stations, $135.00 as
Superintendent, adding that

. . the bill is reasonable and is far less than the services could be rendered
by any other person, my intimate acquaintance with that coast and my
knowledge of surveying enable me to perform services at less expense. 1s5

After a flurry of letters, the sum of $320.00 was paid to Gleason
under protest.' 5

At about the same time construction began on the Biscayne House
of Refuge, the U.S.S. Palinurus with Commander C. A. Bradbury,
arrived at the bay to commence the 1876 Coast Survey off of Cape
Florida. This was the first major survey of the area since 1855.
Bradbury reported that he was delayed in his work due to "smoky
weather,"" 2 but had been able to secure "one of the best pilots
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here for $70.00 a month." 1 5 3 Between March 20 and June 15 the
area was retriangulated using the Cape Florida Lighthouse and the
North Base Marker of 1855 as a base line. The southern base marker
on the tip of the key had already disappeared into the water.

While the Coast Survey was proceeding an event occurred that
caused considerable excitement on the bay. On April 14, Com-
mander Bradbury received a letter from the U.S. District Attorney in
Key West, G. Brown Patterson, requesting his help in apprehending
three men suspected of murder. He wrote that "Scotch Alex" a
government employee who had taken passage on the "Governor
Gleason" from Key West to Indian Key, was reported drowned. Pat-
terson believed, however, that he had been

... foully [sic] dealt with and the circumstances of his death as detailed by
the person in charge of the schooner and certain facts which have lately
come to my knowledge, lead me to believe that the man was mur-
dered.

1 54

Patterson added that due to the nature of the country and the fact
that the revenue cutter was under repair, he considered it impossible
to send a posse to make the arrest "as that would necessarily arouse
the inhabitants and excite the suspicions of the parties to be ar-
rested."' s5 Patterson suggested Bradbury contact U.S. Deputy Mar-
shal Richard Potter, who resided in Biscayne, so they could

... privately, in a manner not to excite suspicion, lay [their] plans and
decide upon the time, place and manner the arrest shall be made and you
can be on hand with your boat crew. 1 s 6

He also cautioned Bradbury to keep the suspects separate after
capture, or if this was impossible, stay with them so they could not
talk privately.

The three men were Oscar Fish, who was considered "the principal
in the dreadful affair," Luke Nicholson and Charles Rhodes. They
were arrested by Potter and put aboard the "Palinurus" because
there was "no jail or place suitable for safe keeping."' 5 7 Finally, on
April 22, the Captain of the schooner "Liberty" took the three
suspects from Bradbury's charge and accompanied by Marshal Potter
transferred them to the "Liberty" in hand and foot irons for passage
to Key West for trial. 1 8 Unfortunately, no record of the trial and
verdict has yet been uncovered. However, Charles Rhodes voted in
the November election which indicates he was either acquitted or
never brought to trial.1 5 9
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The level of activity in Miami during the Spring of 1876 was
unprecedented. Although the people in Miami didn't know it, their
activities were even part of the Great Centennial Exposition at Phila-
delphia which opened in May. The U.S. Government had constructed
a huge $80,000 structure to house the government exhibits. These
included special displays for each of the administrative branches of
the government such as: Agricultural, Post Office, Treasury, Interior,
etc. 160

The Treasury Department included both the Lighthouse Board
and the Life Saving Service. The Life Saving Service exhibited plans
for the new Houses of Refuge on the Florida coast and also showed
some of the equipment found in them. Nearby, the Lighthouse
Board exhibited lenses and illuminating devices and plans and other
graphics concerned with lighthouses under construction, including
Fowey Rock. 1 6 1 It happened that one of the visitors to this ex-
hibition was Staten Islander, Ralph M. Munroe, who would come to
South Florida for the first time in 1877. In later years he wrote that
one of the exhibits that attracted his attention at Philadelphia was
the Fowey Rock Lighthouse, set up as an exhibit in Philadelphia
before it was shipped south. 1 6 2

There was also considerable comment about the exhibit of the
Agricultural Department. It was reported in Harper's Weekly that the
Agricultural Department exhibit included a collection of four hun-
dred trees, fifty of which were from sub-tropical Florida, collected
the year before by Dr. A. W. Chapman.' 63 Of great interest were
five new species from that area "that still has not been sufficiently
explored to accurately determine all species there." 1 6 4

Although the people in Miami may have been oblivious to the
Centennial Exposition, they were quite aware of the July 4th Cen-
tennial. Mrs. Richards wrote that:

The 4th of July, 1876, was observed by most of the people but by none
more than E. T. Sturtevant who planted with great care an oak tree on his
place in celebration of the day and year. 1 6 s

She added that it was still growing vigorously in 1895.
If the Centennial of the Declaration of Independence caused the

people on the bay to feel a renewal of their commitment to the
ideals of the American dream, they would soon have a chance to
show it. As November arrived, the people in Dade County looked
forward with some excitement to the upcoming election on Novem-
ber 7th. Although the rest of the nation was involved in the heated
contest for President of the United States between Samuel J. Tilden,
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Democrat, and Rutherford B. Hayes, Republican, the residents of
Dade County showed more interest in their local affairs. Still upset
about the election of 1872, which they felt had been stolen by
Gleason and his associates, it was no wonder that when the same two
men, Israel Stewart and John J. Brown, were selected by their friends
to run again there was great interest in the election and a renewed
determination to elect them.1 6 6 This time Stewart's opponent was
John Varnum, formerly with the land office in Gainesville and a
newcomer to Dade County. Brown's opponent was William H.
Gleason.

In November, 1876, there were seventy-three registered voters in
Dade County, 1 6 7 the largest number ever registered. It was decided
that for the first time three precincts would be opened in the county,
which included among others the present counties of Broward and
Palm Beach. One was at Jupiter; that had almost no residents except
the lighthouse keepers. The second precinct was at Lake Worth,
which by 1876 had over ten men of voting age. The third precinct
was at the home of Michael Sears which had been used as the voting
precinct since the election of 1870. In this election E. T. Sturtevant,
T. W. Faulkner and W. H. Jenkins were made inspectors of the "Sears
Precinct." On November 7th all the voters were coaxed, threatened
and promised in all manner of ways as never before to come to the
polls. But even with this, only 55 voted on election day.

The election was passing off quietly at the Sears Precinct as one
eyewitness recalled, until three voters, all sailors of foreign birth who
had registered previously with no incident and had obtained their
"declaration of intention" to become citizens of the United States,
were challenged by the inspectors. It was customary in those days to
allow those with "declarations" to vote. 1 6 8 An inspector, who ac-
knowledged that he had the required declarations in his possession at
the clerk's office at Biscayne (Miami Shores) allegedly offered to
produce them if the voters cast their vote as the inspector requested.
This statement nearly caused bloodshed which was only averted by
dispatching the lighthouse boat to Biscayne to get the required
papers. When the time for the closing of the polls neared, the boat
was sighted offshore. The men, who had waited all day, again pre-
vailed and the polls remained open until the boat arrived and the
men voted. Immediately after they voted the polls were closed. This
incident, however, was just the beginning. As the count began, wit-
nessed by several bystanders, fifteen or twenty ballots blew, fell (or
were knocked) to the floor. Several of the bystanders picked up the
ballots, returned them to the table and the count continued. 1 6 9

When the count from the three precincts was completed: Stewart
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had received 34 and Varnum 18; Brown 27, and Gleason 24. Inci-
dentally, but of little interest to most of Dade's voters, the Tilden
electors had received 28 and Hayes 27.170

The excitement caused by the election was soon forgotten and
everyone went back to their normal life. But the election was by no
means over. Before the official canvass on November 17, William H.
Gleason, as usual, decided to contest the election. His version of
what happened at the Sears Precinct filled four pages in Miscellan-
eous Book "A." 1 7 

1 By doing this, the count from Dade County was
not sent on to Tallahassee until the controversy was settled. This
delay unwittingly thrust Dade County into the forefront of the dis-
puted election of Tilden and Hayes. Dade's notoriety was so sudden
and its whereabouts so unknown, that a reporter reputedly asked:
"Where in the hell is Dade?" 1 7 2

Unknown to most of the electors in Dade County, the Presidential
election was as heated and controversial as their own. Samuel Tilden,
like Stewart and Brown, had gone to sleep on election night believing
that he had been elected. The next day, the New York Tribune
headlined: "Tilden Elected."1 73

Then an incredible thing happened. John C. Reid of the New York
Times did some arithmetic. It appeared that Tilden had 184 electoral
votes and needed only one more for election. Hayes had only 166
electoral votes and was trailing Tilden in the popular count by several
hundred thousand. But the three states not in, Florida, South Caro-
lina, and Louisiana, from which Tilden needed his one more vote,
were the three states still under carpet-bag control. So the same day
the Tribune announced Tilden's victory the Times declared:

Results still uncertain. A solid South except Louisiana, Florida, and South
Carolina.

1 74

Before long national interest focused in Florida where, on Novem-
ber 27th, the official tally was begun by the state canvassing board.
It had ten days to determine the results of the election because
Florida's four presidential electors were required by law to cast their
votes on December 6th. As the chairman read each county return,
each was challenged by one side or the other. On the first reading it
appeared that Hayes had a slim forty-three vote majority. But there
was another important factor-Dade County's returns were missing!

On November 29, 1876, Dade County made the front page of the
national press. The Times reported:

It should be noted that all the thickly populated counties where there is
civilization and protection to life gave Republican majorities. Democratic
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majorities came from the sparcely settled, half-civilized and lawless south-
ern counties ... Dade County cannot change the result a dozen votes one
way or the other. There are only forty or fifty voters in the county and
the Republican majority in 1874 for Congressman was 13.1 7

During the next few days the newspapers were filled with the
arguments, accusations and counter accusations of fraud and intimi-
dation brought before the board in Tallahassee by several of the
more populous counties. But there was notice given to the fact that
Dade's returns were still missing. This was holding up the final tally
and adding to the rumors.

On December 2nd it was reported in the Times:

The returns from Dade County are expected tonight. There are several
hundred Indians in that county who are legal voters but whether they
voted at the last election is unknown. 1 76

If, in fact, Dade had several hundred voters the whole election would
change overnight. Of course, the Indians were not registered voters in
1876 but this type of speculation was common.

In the midst of all of this no one in Dade, except Perhaps Gleason,
was cognizant of the strange set of events that was surrounding the
presidential election, or that the nation was awaiting their vote. The
county canvassers in Dade met to hear Gleason's case. Gleason al-
leged that irregularities and illegal voting took place at the Sears
Precinct. One irregularity listed was that Simeon Frow voted after
dark. 1 7 7 The second was that A. F. Bracklin and R. H. Thompson
were foreigners by birth and did not present their naturalization
papers. Third, Gleason alleged that between the time the ballots fell
to the floor and were returned, several were changed. Following
these allegations were eight pages of depositions by various indi-
viduals supporting Gleason's claims. 178 This testimony indicates that
Gleason had the Republican tickets printed while the Democratic
tickets were handwritten.

The final result was that the board of canvassers, David Brown,
Willfam J. Smith, and W. H. Laneheart, threw out the entire Sears
Precinct.' " With the Sears Precinct out, the result of the election
gave Gleason 7, Brown 4, and Stewart 6, Vamum 5. (Stewart died on
his return to Lake Worth.) 1 8 0 The Hayes electors were victorious
over Tilden 8 to 5. On Friday, December 2nd, Gleason finally
brought the returns to Tallahassee. He had managed to not only elect
himself, but also deliver Dade County for the Republicans.

By this time, however, because of mass shifting of votes the day
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before and assorted chicanery, it was becoming more and more ap-
parent that Hayes would be declared the winner in Florida. There-
fore, the long awaited returns from Dade County could not change
the course of the election. They did, however, offer a comic relief to
the whole debacle. The Secretary of State announced to the crowded
room: "Dade County-Hayes 9, Tilden 5." The heretofore grim pro-
ceedings broke up in laughter. 1 8 1

Fourteen votes had held up the count from Florida and had
brought about an untold amount of rumor and wild speculation by
the national press. But most of all, Dade County had received na-
tional attention. The following day the New York Times chose Dade
County to write what. they considered to be the epitaph for the
whole election. "The Last Straw for the Democratic Camel, Dade
Comes in with a Republican Majority." 1 8 2 The Tribune added: "The
returns from the only remaining county, the far off 'Kingdom of
Dade,' have come and have been opened. Hayes received 9 and
Tilden 5."18 3

The national election controversy was not over-only Dade's part
in it. Florida ended up sending three different sets of electors to the
Congressional Electoral Commission. The nation did not know who
was elected president until the evening before the inauguration, when
Tilden, in an effort to unite the nation conceded the election to
Hayes even though he had grounds to continue the fight. Hayes
brought political Reconstruction to an end and restored home rule to
the last three Southern States under carpet-bag control-Florida,
Louisiana, and South Carolina. 1 8 4

Back in Tallahassee, Democrat George F. Drew was successful in
his contest to become Governor of Florida. The new Democratically
controlled legislature refused to seat Gleason as senator and John J.
Brown was seated at last. 1 8 5 For the second time, Gleason was
forced to leave public life in Tallahassee. This time, however, it ap-
peared that his influence had also run out in Dade County. In June,
1877, a special election was held to select a new County Commission
to replace Gleason's men, Edward Barnott, Andrew Price (both of
whom worked for him), William H. Hunt and E. T. Sturtevant. The
new commissioners, William Brickell, John Addison, John Harner,
and Andrew Barr, met for the first time in June at a building on
William Brickell's property. With this, the political center of Dade
County returned to "Maama"' (The spelling was changed back to
Miami in September, 1877).

That September, Ralph M. Munroe, on his first visit to South
Florida made a keen observation of the end of Gleason's era. He
wrote:
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... a fair proportion of well balanced folk, genuine pioneers of civilization
were trying to get a foothold against great odds ... [the Carpet-baggers]
might have succeeded had it not been for the aforesaid real settlers who
proceeded to put a kink in the operations-in the end prevailed. 18 7

Gleason, however, had other options. Never one to "put all his
eggs in one basket," for the past few years he had been spending part
of his time in the new village of Eau Gaullie, Brevard County, that he
had founded. In 1875 he had convinced the Republican controlled
State Legislature to build the first state agricultural college in his new
village. (He donated about three acres for the project.) Obviously, he
wanted the college to bring the village to life, because at that time, it
was hardly even a settlement. In May, 1875, John Varnum, the soon-
to-be Senate candidate, began construction of the two-story, tin-
roofed building of cut coquina stone, quarried nearby. It was 35 x 65
feet and had ten rooms, a large hall and a two-room dormitory all
surrounded by a picket fence. In addition, six miles of road had been
laid out there. However, the Democratic Legislature was in no mood
to keep anything touched by Gleason. Therefore, they refused to
open the college there. Gleason was left with a large building that he
later opened as the Granada Hotel. 1 8

In 1879 the state also revoked Gleason's rights under the Southern
Inland Navigation and Improvement Company because most of the
canals he promised were never built. He was able to salvage some-
thing for his efforts. The Southern Inland Navigation and Improve-
ment Company sold its rights to the Atlantic and Gulf Transit
Company for $150,000 cash and one-and-a-quarter million dollars
worth of bonds. 1 8 9 Gleason remained in Brevard County for the rest
of his life and achieved a type of baronial respectability. He and his
heirs had much to do with the positive development of that part of
Florida.

In fairness to Gleason, it must be said that he was a great vision-
ary, whose faith in South Florida was immense. While his methods
were certainly open to criticism, he stepped into a vacuum, took
control and in the beginning, deposed no one. Unchecked, it was the
absolute power that perhaps tended to "corrupt absolutely." In the
final analysis, he did the people of Miami a great favor. By uniting
against him, the old pattern of lethargy and indifference was broken.
From that time forward there would be no more complete capitula-
tion to anyone or anything. The flow of development, while still very
slow would be constant.

By 1877 the stage was set, the dramatis personae was in the wings
and only the producer and director were needed to get the "show on
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the road." In the next decade, Miami had its first real community-
Coconut Grove, with Charles and Isabella Peacock as mother and
father and Ralph M. Munroe as godfather. A short time later, with
the birth of Lemon City at "Billy Mettair's Bight," there were two
villages on Biscayne Bay. Finally, in 1891, the director arrived on the
scene when Julia Tuttle purchased the Biscayne Bay Company prop-
erty on the north bank of the Miami River that she had first seen in
1875 when she came to visit her father, E. T. Sturtevant. In the next
few years she convinced the producer, Henry M. Flagler, to bring his
railroad to the bay. Everything came together in April, 1896, when
Flagler's railroad chugged into one of the last frontiers in America.
Miami was born.

Miami's forgotten pioneers were those who came before the rail-
road and hung on despite the great odds to witness the end of the
frontier. "All honor to this little band who carried all these things
through."1 90
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