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.lpr1l, 

PBEST-0-LI!I S!OOK SALIS 
19_16 - to September 30th.

Sbai'H Rate 
1000 66 
600 76

Gross let 
66,000.00 64,9.80.00 

Kay, • Leopold,
.lug. 14, 

comn., 
37,600.00 37,490.00 

• ·17,
■ 22,• • 
• • 
• 23,
• 23,

Sept. 6 1 • 7,
• 8,
• 13, • 14,• 16,• 18, 
• 19,

···• • 
• 16,
• • 
• 20,
• • 
• 21,• 22,• 22,• 20,

II 12, 

• 26,

• .130,
• • 

600 90 46,000.00 46,000.00 
600 90 -16,000.00 46,000.0(i) 
40 100 4,000.00 4,000.00 

100 �aiJ 100 19_,760.08 19_, 736: 16 
200 9� _a@_ �. )

39_,700.00 39 674 16 �r.t�o. J . 
·' '.---

200 
1000 

660-
260
260
260
260 
260 !1i
60 
50 
60
60
60

260 
260 

60 
Leopold, oomn., 60 

3 L 

7160 

�� 19,800.00 
Sa½ 9.e,soo.00 
�8 32,340.00 

�; 
24,426.00 

9· 24,876.00
101 26,376.00
102 26,600.00
102 26,600.00 
102 s,100.oo

JlOlt 6,076.00 
102 6,100.00 
104 1/8 6,206.30

J• 6,206.30 
106 26,260.00 J10:t 26,87,6.00 
10 6,426.00 

t61s,502.so 

Adjustment between Yr. Allison
and Yr. Fisher, the latter 
received in excess of his sales, 

•One-half of net proceeds of 
660 share sale on Sept. 8th, 
to Yr. Allison, - - - - - - - - 52,1540.00

total stock disposed of, - - - - 1648 1842.60 

19_,796.06� 
98,-160.36 
a2,ssi.92 
24,368.90 
24,868.80 
26,368.66 
25,493.63 
26,493.62 

10,162.60 
6,100.00

10,409.90 

63,111.72 
6,423.66

$616,269_.00 

22,645.16" 

total cash returns, - - - - - - - - - - - - -1658,9,04.16 

NOTE: Bee following record of Pisher-Allison sales 
August 17th, 19,16, to and including September 22, 19,16,
and settlements. 

' 

� 



PREST-0-LIH STOCK SALES 

1�16, 

Sha.HI Rate Gross Bet 
Sept, SO, Statement, 7,l60 648,8'2,60 638,.�.16 
Oot. 6, 

(t2250 note)
260 116 28,760,00 28,7&5,62 

!f, 
160 116 l7,:a6o.oo 17,260,00 

,; 
600 1161 116,260.00 116,220.� 600 117 ·) 

31, Mrs, Fisher, 10 
II II 8,660 1a11,0�2.eo $801,110.70 

II Bal.on band, 
17,9_28 sh. 

J 
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THE PREST-0-LtTE Co.9 INc.

.. . TtjE WORLD'S LARGEST MAKERS OF DISSOLVED ACETYLENE • 

STORAGE BATTERIES FOR LIGHTING, STARTING AND IGNITION. 

MAfN O,-p1c• 
AHO FACTORY 
INDIANAPOLIS 
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..-PAYMENT OF AND CORRESPONDENCE ABOUT THIS STATEMENT SHOULD GO TO ABOVE OFFICE 

THIS DOES NOT INCLUDE LOAN TANK DEPOSIT .-.ccOUNT 
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l._ 
1.!r. Jno. P. Carey, 

c/o Stewart-Carey Glass CompllllY, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Dear Sir 

November let, l9l7. 

I hereby subscribe Ten 'l'houeand Dollars ($10,00U) 
worth ot Union Carbide SAd Carbon atook to your Y. M. C. A. 
Fund. 

The Proat-0-Lite Company have recently sent in all 
of their etoek in exchange for Union Carbide and Carbon stock 
on a basis or two shares or Prest-0-Lite for one or Union 
Carbide and Carbon. It will be some little time before this 
stock is issued. The stock at the present time is sell1xig on 
the mnrket in Hew York at about fifty-five centa, and this 
stock will pay a dividend of a dollar per share on the first 
ot January. The stock should easily have a value, according 
to the earnings a.nd dividends of the Compaey, of .from seventy
tive to a dollar a share, 

CGF:R 
Very truly yours, 

) 



�-�-------------�-, ----- -

!nuns �·s QI�risiimt- �551lcimtan

OP?IC& Of' TH& 

GENER.AL SECRETARY 

OF INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

Kr. c. o. Fisher,
Fisher Automobile Co.,
City. 

Dear Mr. Fisher:-

H, C, ATlllH., TIIICA8U1Hlt 

.J. M. OQDIIH, 111111.:0fUlolNO Sll(:llllltTA.IIY 

,., "· GODAIIIIO. O&H&IU,� a&Clll.nAaY 

CENTRAL DEPARTMENT 

NltW YOJII( AND 1L.LIKOI■ •T■, 

'l'his is to acknowledge th� receipt of ��ur lette�
addressed to Mr. J N Carer in which you make a contribution 
of stcck to the value of il0,000 to the YO\lllg Men's Christian 
Association War Fund. 

Mr, Carey has written you with referenc� to the �n
terp1•etation of your meaning and I presume you will reply to 
him so that Te _may show-it next week. 

. We want you to know how thoroughly ,,e value your co
operation in this matter and I expree.e to you the unboun:led 
thanks. of the Executive Cemmi:ttee of the War Fund for your 
splendid.assistance. 

We shall hope to be able to turn these bonds into
· cash. imrnediatl:)ly to the amount of $10,.7• 

I am, with conaiderat1on, 

Very truly yours, 

General 



J 

,.

.. 

. 

I 
') 

'i 

• 

. . 

. 
. 

. . 

-



i 1 , 

I" 
I 
I

" 

I 
/ 

/. 

<( 

\. 
-
-

' 

. 
--:: ' 

Uovember 16th. 1917. 
-

JJr. J.. Ji. Oo_clard • Gen. S eoty. • 
Yollll8·J,'..ens' Chr.J_stian !lss'n •• 

India�pol fs, Indiano.. 

Dear I'r. GodQ.rcl 

h ' 

Replying to yours of the ;I.0th I will 
be veri gl�d to o�ke � contribution of ten-thous�nd 
dollu.rs ,10,rth of Union �rbide &: 0urbon stock to tho 
Y. �I, C. .;.. c.;ur Fund. u.t .., yr loo of a ixty dollars per

. ci-�, 1·;h icb w..w, ua I l'emo,-:iber it, -the nrice at whi·ch 
th1s stock was jnvolced to me� Und�r no,_ciroums_tei.noes 
w0uJ.d I aei:oo to immedl..tely sell the stoo�. S_tooks , 
uro hammerln,! clown now ort .:!ll sides, tind the immedlti.te 
as.lo of thls ten thous:.ind dol1'..1rs 17orth _pqul'cj. only 
mean th.-:1.t :nuch more· of ,... dorm:-rnrd trend ·to Union 
G...1rbidc t.-, Cl).rbon �orpor-tlon .. �tock. I will be very 
.5L�d to give you'· thi:i stoc!· 111 th· the ide.u thut it 
aunnot be 30ld or rlucod on the mur�et, for le3s than 
a yc::i.r - :-,.n:i in cioine th:!.s, I um .;;utisfied in r..y own 
mincl :.J.t 10,.st that the stock in lo.rn thJm :. yo4r will 
11et �011r oor.11u.n:;- consl<\erably. more thun the vu1ao ut 
;11-)ich r 0,..:: turnlnc:; it over to ,7ou. 

I tU:'.i ._.uit(;l ,!lllini:; to m• ... l>'e a -c:rifioes to U.iZist 
:;b.e ,':,t1,r Fu:-,•l. -1nd the \'.'ar, ..,.nd I bel iEn·e I will m.1i'.O 11s 
1:1u.ny 81:,Crifi<!l;l:J i1l thL:l C:llde �c ,:,.n • of_ .•our uontril>utors, 
�aJ. I beliovo th.•t tho .1ouilition., I wish yo at tcch to 
t.biu subscription e1bonld meet -.1th your j)htire J.p}rovul .• 

✓ 

It rni1;J1t be Y1oll to 0ay th�t in tl}o r.10,.mtime 
-if thl3 otoc:J.- i.:.dv:..nco<1 to :·;70 or �76·u-sh::,,re, I ,;ould /
bo r:illlng then for y-GU to JOH it, .. nd 1 1:1,r:1 ln hopes th ... t

)_it ·:11-ll udvuq;:e to. thin fl.;nrc r·lthln u :JOdr. Certuinly
the o -rninr,s o.f thoso .-1;1.rio11..; (!.0r:Jpunios riil•l mc:.',--e it
,1orth th,.t .,.mo1'int. -

Youni vory truly� 
l \ 



llr. A. H. Gocl.ard, �en. i;ecty�.
YOUIJG li!ene' Christian Aeen. • 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Dear Sir 

I.Ir, :isher bus asked mo to hand you 
certificate for one hund.r.ed (loO) ahareo of atock 
in Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation, r:hich at 
sixty (C60) dollars per ehare_amounte to $6000.0v, 
to app1y on his contribution of �10.00� 00 o� oaid
stock at oi:tty dollar3 1,er share, Th1 ,1.lance of 
his aubecrtption, sixty-six and two-thirds (66-2/3)
shares, will be forwarded :(OU just as soon as the 
certificate for said f�Jctional a�ount 1s received. 

l t is the Wldersto.!ldine that ln the 
ucceptunco of this stock :,ott n{;ree not to sell on
tho marltat at a price under seventy (f70) dollars
!,er ob.are • 

,vai:D:n 

Kindly aokno'l':led.;e receipt and ob
J

, -

tours ver., 
tru.y, 

\ 

Secretary to I.Ir. r'ioher, 

. ., 

\ 
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<DETROIT, Ucn.,lf.S..A. 

JGV:JXM 

Diet. Sept. 19,1919
Sept. 20,1919

Mr. Carl G. Fisher,. 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway,
Indianapolis, Inda. 

My dear Mr. Fisher: 

You spoke to me the other day over 
the 'phone about landing fields between Indian
apolis and Miami. 

If our plans carry out as we ex:peot·,
we will have a Packard plane in regular service 
within two weeks, and I have no doubt that ,ve oan
arrange to fly down to Miami, providing you get 
the Fj,..elds lined up. 

Vlhe t we would require would, of co'ur se, 
be a general map showing the route from Indianapolis
to Miami, with all landing fields spotted, and the 
approximate distances. We should also have enlarged
maps showing each flying field and the immediate 
territory •. Too, we should have some notes regarding 
each landing field,as to the character of the surface,
etc. It would also be desirable to know how to wire 
each place, in order that we might have supplies 
awaiting us. 

If you· want any more detail inf�rmation 
regarding this matter, I would suggest that you call
up Mr. Moscovios and have him send Frank Hanley over
to your office, as he is one of my old pilots anfr 
knows just what is required for a trip of this kind. 

. I 
. 

I should be glad to have ycu keep me
· posted as to your progress. 

Vic of Engr. 



Ul'. J. a. Vlnoent, , 
Paolcal"d Uotol' Ou Oo!DJB"Y, 

, lletl'Olt, . .!i!lahl_gmi'• 

JJ9V J.11'. Vlmeat , 

As soon aa you get your l'ao�l'd pl:mo 1n se"toe, 
wh.v not •t!lle}ilone mo and fly wimi hol'e some dq, and let 
me t;lll< oTer wt tb,lJ'<'1l olans toP the tlelda South r also 
I IIOllld 11:ito to sao tho na:r plane. 

I have bean pl'Otniaod t,10 plQJloa by the Ourth• 
Company to go on thil tl'ip •,and 1t Vl9 oan get th0 aolwll 
prom1H of the or 1ix planos to take this 1Jt1tial flight, 
1'18· oan get the tlolds oompleted this $r-.aaon - but moat ot 
these Oban:bel' ot Oo!lll'.eroe !OOJ136Gl'B t1r,ut'O that thel'8 1e no 
.pouible hurJ'y •, It ill ha.rd to speed them up unless they 
are -�von a detinl to date on ,:/hloh the f'1o1d nist be 
lll'ei;ared - and I oan' t l!llke this dofin1 te d11to unless 
I bavo a• bunoh ot 1'1.yoro to r,o ovol' the l'Ot\too l aan

get a lot of f1eldo finished and l'Oll� for uao by the 
middle or latter pi.rt -.of MoTeni>er, if we oould only 
fUm'!llltoe that at a f:lvon date mohill3a ffl>ul4 stnrt 
and l!,O on tlit'il to l.:iaml. 

lours voz:v truly, 
CGli'1R 

;I 



L-

Office of the President 

and General Manager 

<JJE:rROJJ;Ucu.,U.S.A.September 25, 1919. 

Mr. Carl G. Fisher, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

'My dear Mr. Fisher:-

f !'CJ\, 0
1,,.

\i:-

Yours of the twentieth oame to hand. 
I wish I had had it earlier, because Mr. Wilson
Lawrenson oame about a. week a.go, and I a.m not by 
any means sure that he had gotten.as fa.r as he 
·would have liked.

I ha.d never heard of, him but as he tele
graphed from New York for a speoia.1 interview I fixed
a date -and he oa.me in but I felt no partioula.r per
sonal interest in him because I knew you had sold
out Presto-lite and .was under the· impression you
were no longer interested. Mr. Lawrenson told me
the object of his visit w�s to find out from me why
we were using Presto batteries on �ruo�s and not on
oars. I told him I �id not �ow. why, but that he
should have no trouble Whatsoever in getting any
information regarding the reason from Mr.· Hunt, or
Mr. Church, or Ur. Vincent for t�at matter. I .
felt, to be perfectly honest, that he was imposing
a little bit on me in trying to get me to do work
for him whioh was his business to do, and to wbioh/
the a.venues were entirely open. Had I known you.7
were interested I should have been at gre-�ter pains
to serve him.

As a matter of fact, I do not know why
Presto batteries are used on truoks and not on oars.
There is probably a good size story behind the who"l.e
situat-ion, - there always is. I advise with the
Engineering Department regarding suoh matters, but
rarely, if ever, diota.te. If there is anything you
personally want to know about the situation I will
be glad to looK into it.

Very sincerely, 

���
President • 

.fi 



Septembel" 29• 1919. 

Mr. Al van Jlaoauley, 
i Packard Motor car Company• 
Detroit, Kiohigan. 

11.v dear Ur. llaoauley, 

I have yot2l's of September '25th. 

The new managen of tile PNot..0-Li te _are etewi� arO'Qtld 
with some n8l'1 88.leanen and are really mald.ng a good� different 
meGeee of the aellins proposition Just as they did in this .-,artic,u
'lar oaee w1 th you. 

I ho.ve no r,art1oular interest in the matter• \'lhlle I am 
still a etook holder in the Union carbide & Carbon Co1'!JOrat1on, I 
'l'lould not al.L0\'7 that to intluenoe lll8 in gt ViDB .Ia.wrenson or S!JYOne 
elso connected \7ith the ooll!)IUI.V anothor lot-cer. 

As a matter of faot I think tt.e reason .Preet..0-Lite 
batteries are not on the pleasure oars ie that the trade has been 
split between the .Prest..0-Lite Col'llpll,IV and some other Battery 
Co!11pBJt1' and as far as 1 am 00110erned I think 1 t 1B good busineea 
for Packard Oompa.?)1' to have two sources of Oll..l)J'�• I \'100.l.d do the 
88ID8 thing if· 1 11ae thG"'purohaaing agent for tbo Pa.akard Oo111p11t1y 
and if Lawrenson had had keen bue.lnosa eenso he wot1ld have ·lmoWn 
the reason, or at least had a good idea of it bofore he attempted 
to see you. 

I su·· rlhen Carney a.8ked for a letter to you that they
_probably bad "big business 'proposition to put up to you that 
miS:it lll8aD a' . saving to the Packard Co� or· that might be 
really interesting and I did not llave the slightest idea that Is:1-

renson only wanted to Jd.11 three or four claye ln 1'IUlll1n.g to Detroit 
·Bnd ask you why you dD not use Preat-O-J,1to batteries on pleaeu.re�;,. . 

.J 
I e.ryp1'8o1ato yOIU' interest in the matter on my account 

and hope to see you �ain this winter at mam1. 

Very truly youre, 
I 



FILE NO. 
F.ACTORY - INDIANAPOLIS,INDIANA 

ADDRESS REPLY TO 
NEW YORK OFFICE 

GENERAL OFFICES - 30 E. 42D ST., NEW YORK, N.Y. 

i."innee.polie, ·:inn., 11/17/1919, 

Mr, Carl G. Wisher, 

Miami, Fla, 

Dear :ir. Fisher: 

no do•.i•;t -;ou ,,ill ile interested. in 
know�ng 'ohe fate oI the local 8!'.)aedwey, Fro1r. the cli J}.1ing 
attached it might 'be preeu.'!led that next yea.!' it wi:1.1 !'.)ro-
6.uce a fine oro!) of r,>UJ�!.)kina. 

� firmly convhcfl,l that i!ad the initial mee,; oeen 
proparly conduo'oed and had me-re ::.,01lular :9;:ioea been resort
ed to, the ventu:-:e would iiave been auoodsa f,ll. Boxing 
contee·te, foot-be.11 games, the Stete ._.air. and the annual 
Automobile Shor, draw big orowda. The Uorthw9et ie atar
vinz for excitement. 

Che.rles Bookwa.l te·i: ot tndiana�lie viei t?.d her?. d1.!.ring 
An!ericen Legion Con,,ention. i."entioned Er. Allii,on' s and · 
your new racinz t,oate, nere' e hor,ing that :rv'l can cover
1 . 1 t" -" t ,.. 7t" • ' -

...(A 

u.n1 w n , oe..m - no vne ,: !!::.i.rn.1. 
_0 

Very c@,•• --i---- .,. 

THE OLDEST ·SERVICE TO AUTOMOBILE OWNERS IN AMERICA 
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PREssV�\STEEL TANK COMPANY 

\ J 

\ )\ 

Milwaukee, Wis., April 29, 1921. 

Dear Carl,: -

·I have just read. in a Mi'lwaukee paper
of the wonderful things you ·are accomplishing and 
the big success and happiness you have gained 
through life. 

My thoughts· run back to the time in 
1904 when you and Allison came to see me in Dayton 
about the little old acetylene light tank. Had I 
only allowed my mind. to keep in accord with yours 
my present lot might have been different. I might 
have been comfortable ·now, even rich perhaps, as 
no doubt, many of your more recent associates have 
become. I have had many original p�ans and devices, 
but no one to put them over to success. 

You may,know that I was one of the first 
to volunteer for officers• training in 1917, and 
received appointment as Captain in Gas Warfare Ordnance, 
served, and wn still in the Officers• Reserve. 

I have pep, strength, and originality. 
I know I could fit in somewhere in your organization. 
Could you change the words so�ewhat in that rather 
depressing poem "Opportunity 11, and say that Opportunity 
may � � than once at a man's door • 

When it is the wish of a b1/g and generous 
friend, I wi

1

.l be glad to hear from zyu. Presume you 
will, no doubt, be coming north soon. 

Your old A� 

.;� 



liq 9th, 1921. 

· Some ot th!l8• 49•, boWffer, something JDlgh\
. "11'll 1lP \hat I 0011ld t'lll'll ,oft!' -to JO'll,.:_tf_ attond. to icranelt. 
&!Id· alio'llld .Iba\ tl.119 Ol)me, I will bJte tile •t tel' 1lp with yoa. 
Just now I - out; ot all meoh!ulloal woz"= 1 &.'II � -1nteNah4 
1n N&l estate 4-w1o];IID8llt. 

CGP1R 



he Prest-O-Lite Co.,Inc. 
CARDIDE & CARDON BUtLDING, NE\\"YORK - IND��A!!OLIS, INOtANA 

PREST·O•l..lTE DISSOLVED ACETYL�NE 

PREST·O·LITE STO'RAOE llA'TTBRY 

PllESSED SPUN ANO DR.A',\.'N STEl�L SHAPES 

1
1NDIANAPOL1S 

Mro Carl G.Fieher, 
Miami Beach, Florida� 

])ear Sirs-

Your letter o f· February 14th. enclosing check for fifty ($50.00) 
dollars, is hereby wknoWle dg_ed. 

Kindly accept our thanks for this remittance aip. oblige, 

Kr. J.o.Merckling. 
he. 

truly, J 



•

• 



.. 

JOHN C. BANKETT 

EDITOR 

THE INDIANAPOLIS WORLD 

• 

152 EAST COURT STREET 

INDIANAPOLIS. IND • 
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(VoDl't!l&D Ul80) 

Kay 31, 1927 

My dear Mr. Fisher:· 

In obedienoe to your request I am writing you in regards to 
the pe.rt tll!lt I played some 22 years ago in establishing the sale 
of the Prest-0-Lite gas tank. 

You will reoall that William Hartley was your Chioago Repre
sentative and you will also remember the hard task oonfronting 
him in the selling of this artiole. After several weeks or 
hardships, Mr. Hartley informed me that he did not believe the 
tallk oould be sold beoause all men regarded it as dangerous and 
the trade was fighting the tank for the aame·reason. I waived 
all that aside and told Mr. Hartley ·that a man wi,th the personality 
and spunk who oould reaoh the big men oould place that tank upon the 
market, knowing tmt if the truly powerful men were to risk their 
lives with the tank, if risk there was, all others would follow 
suit. You may or may not have hes.rd that the first tank I sold 
was to Ur. Franklin Ames of Marshall Field & company, and within 
ten days had reaohed his oirole o� friends and assooiates, whioh 
foroed the trade to aooept the tank; Mr. Hartley and I oame to 
an understanding that I was to have one-half .interest in his 
contract. This was verbal. Shortly after that, need of money 
forced us for the sake of credit to take into

:l!
p rtnership, Mr. 

Ludwig Wolfe. Mr. Wolfe never understood the reement between 
Mr. Hartley and Jcy"self. By the time of Mr. rtley' s death, the 
tank was an established thing in Chicago. I have never drawn any 
moneys other than daily expense and when the business was turned 
over to Mr. Woife I was a pretty hard hit man. 

I wrote I a letter to the Company here to which I never re
ceived a reply, and I can understand why not, as the Company never 
knew me in the transaction. 

A few months ago, Mr. Tom Hay's father who is a practising 
J.awyer here in Indiana.polis was reviewing with me the rise of 
yourself and associates and his son, and among the things he said 
was that his son Tom had told him that a young negro had done more 
to !'Urther the selling of that tank than any man of hie knowledge 
and he often wondered who he was. 
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I informed Yr. Hay of rt1/f ccMection. Upon loaming ti.t, ,he 
suggested that I get in touch with you, telling me things that 
I know to be so that you have done muoh for all men who have 
contributed to the least to your suocesa in any way, and upon 
the day of the Rllces when I beheld that great event and realized 
that the basis of all rested upon the Prest-0-Li te tank and your 
wonderful enthusiasm and forethought, I thought to rt:r/f&elf, 
"Johnnie, you have a part in it too". 

Do not take anything that ·1 have said as a threat of law
suit, I have no grounds nor an inclination. You never knew rtr/f 
part in this, but following the suggestion of Mr. �y, I thought 
that possibly you would care to show an appreciation of an effort 
in your behalf by which I have never profited. 

Thanking you again for your contribution to the colored 
Y. 'if• C. A. Hoping to hear fron you, I am

Respectfully yours, 

��.Q� 
./



'v� 
\ 0 "So tar as I can diacover at this moment - and I am now fifty-three

�R)'-
years old - the only thing I got out of my eight yenra in school 

, that has been of any value to me, was learning to read, write and 
cipher." I believe there is not a college in the world that can 
take the mediocre milld and make a brilliant or practical mind of it. 
I believe that there are only a small number of minds per thousand 
people of high average. I did not learn to speak El)8lish in 
school, but by conversing w1 th educated people and reading good 
books," - Allison, 

"I presume of t.he high priced employees or those drawing over 
corn1110n wages, educated through schools \70uld not exceed three 1n 
one hundred. The manager of our company for a great ma.n,y years -
doing a business of six million dollars annually - was formerly 
a piccolo player w1 th Ringling Bros. circus." - Fisher 

"Neither ary partner or myself ever antagonized a man 1vho told us 
we did:n' t have a damed bit of sense, or didn't kno1� what we were 
talking about. We always upheld the emp�oyees ideas and theories -
even though we di.dn' t believe in them. 7/e would then call them 
U.?aUgotber aud let them ar8Ue the •1uestion through to the sat
isfacti on of everyone, ru;d would not permit them "bite-back," - A,. 

" Sul.VICE �O COjTO?JERS - In tb:t evening at eleven-thirty we would 
go to the poatoffice and pick up tho orocrs that were mailed to us 
as late as four o'clock in the afternoon from su::h cities as dtl. 
Louis, Terre Baute, Cincin:i.ati, Dayton and other places within 
two hundred miles, and fill orders that night. For sometime the 
customer• cauldn't Ullderstand when they mailed an order 1n the 
late a1'terno'on how their goods could be on their steps the next 
OlOrning.11 A. 

"TA.KING THE GAFF - In our experience in compre:313eu acetyline business 
we were notified one afternoon about three o'clock by all the local 
agents ot the expresa companies that they had received orders from 
head,1uarters to accept no more shipments of gas cylinders, as they 
were considered very hazardous and liable to blow up express companies, 
wreck trains and oauee loss of hundreds of lives. One express agent 
through personal friendship and feeling th�t the order was ill-advised 
through bad advice volunteered to aooept the shipments up to mignight 
pf tjat dq. In spite of the fact that the company had adviol/of 
aeveral thousand cylinders on an order for shipment for n8'.v sa.14s with 
a profit on each cylinder of several dollars, we felt our duty was 
to those who hod torwerly purchased. from us and we immediately orated 
aU the cylinders we bad ready for shipment and forwarded them by 
express to our agents ,�ho oould be reached by the :friendly companies, 
Useless to say, many of our tepresentatives were vory much surprieed 
to have express loads of uno�derM.�oylindere backed up to their doora 
the next monring. One of the �ffid:ials of the company that same 
afternoon took the d!Utn to N�? York to talk the matter over with the 
heads of the different express companies, As a little bit Of luck -
the.President of one of the expre3s companies was a graduate and his 
son at that timee was Principal of one of the best known colleges in 
United �tates; fortunately this college bad presented a medal of honor 
to the inventor of the ...... we wore using. All statements from 
representatives all over United 3tatea had no ef�ect until this 
evidence was touched upon; within five minutes after this was --
brought out, tile preside:Q.t of this !)W"tioulhr express oom1 any telep 
honed the other t�o rros1dents 



.sayins that he was f/.tt/· convinced they wer.e wrong am Wa:i willing_
to acc ept shipments it thby ;war�. Business sa&a_oity suggested_ to
the otter. two. presidents that the ,villing company would" get �11 the
busines� unless they co-operated, am within .ten minutes of that'
time telegrams were sent.♦ka♦ to-all local �enta to accept,
shipments as usual." A.
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