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NMay 21st, 1919,

- -

#r. R, E, Olds,
Reo Noter Car Cempany,
Lansing, Miehigan.

Deay Mr, Ulds 3

S~

1 have your letter of the 10%h and will appreciate
very mch 1f you will be able to get a esups fer mé,
LY
I am enolosing you a esouple of Owest Badges aamd
esats, in the event that you can ceme to the Rages om the
3let. This GCuest Badge will get you agross the Tresk anmd
into my stemd, Coms ever and eay "Hello%.

ar, MoDuffes sent you a set. of booxlets of owr
property yestemsy, Ve are making a new three million yard
£111 at Miaei Beach, and building several more islands. I hope
you will deoide to ocome dewa this Winter nnmd look the flace
over, It has made big strides since you were there,

As s00n @8 cur new oanal goes thru to the West Coast
'/ 1 want to go over and fak & trip up the West Ocast. I immgime
this can be dens thie next season.

° Hope you will be adle $0 run down % the Rages.

!onn' very truly,

COPsR _




R.E.OLDS CO.
BONDS MORTGAGES
CAPITAL NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
LANSING,MICH.

August 11th, 1819.
Mr. Carl G. Fisher,
Indianapollis, Indiana.
Dear Mr. Figher:-

Since you called I have been so busy I have not had
time to look up the options on the surrounding land on Grosse Ile.
I believe however, there will be no trouble in buying up this land
at a reasonable figure if it is done before it is known what you
have in mind. However I do not believe it would be wise for me
to do anything about it because if my name was mentioned in any land
deal around thére it might effect the price of the land.

I have talkxed with Mrs. Olde and the family about selling
Elbamar. They seem to be opposed to it. However, I am inclined
to feel that if I had an offer- of $350,000 for the Farm and the
same for the Residence property (deed for which I believe calls for
33 acres), I would be inclined to accept 1it. It could be made
a most marvelous place and I do not know where anything like it could
be had for $700,000. As for terme, if I had $300,000 down the
balance I would be willing to let stand. I would want to
resefve REOMAR Il1 as we would want to use the yacht as our summer
Home.

I am going back to Elquar this afternoon and will mail
you Blue Print showing lay-put of the lower end of the island. They
were about ready to put it on the market when I bought up the od

property. Will also enclose a few kodaks.

Very truly yours,

| Al A

REO/W
: DICTATED BUT NOT READ




Angust 20th, 1919,

mr, R B, Olds,
Capital Natiemal Bemk Building,
Lansing, Michigum,

Dear lir, Olds

! I have yours of Angust Bth : I am just back from a tea
axys imspeation ef the primcipal Sumrmer Resorte and real ostate
subdivisions in the Easte I em more thmm over asuvimoed of the
; great possibilities of your preperty at Grosse Isle - but Jnst
now I dislikxe very much %e taskle a yroposition of this Xinmd
alone, and I wpuld be more imolimed te b imterested im the
dsveleopment of the roperty without sonsidering your houwse

mmd the 33-eores farm *hich is & part of the bhouso grounds, ss

I wnderstand your letter. \

The development which I have in mind would greatly emhance
the value of your property, and unduestionably ny development, if
oarried thru, would allow yom to %ake as much as $550,000 out of
the asreage around your property and still retain your home. Of
course a certain amount womld have to spemt in dredging and stralghtoning
the canals. The blueprint which you have sent me does mot give me the
information vhich I would like to have - and omn receipt of a letter from
you stating if you would be willing to sell re, on reascnadble time, that
part of your property not including the house amd grounds (and under
proper restristions so that your property would be protected) I will
send for my emgineer in Florida and have him come up and make & survey,
partionlarly making soundings for dredging purposes.

There is ome fly im the oimtmamnt, and that is whether or mot
frescesifunld immediately grew back oan the dredged portions ef the
protected imlete. If these gresses contirmed te grow it would bde a
seriocus prodlam im my mind whether tho property vould brimg the prise
nscessary te edbtaim to warrant the heavy expamditure in dredging snd
bulkheading, -

Can't you send me & blueprint of the emtire lower peninsula
of Grosse Ile - all that part whioh belengs te you rarksd in red or
sors distinotive oolor - aad a blusprint &rusn to scale so thaf I can
got a better 1dea of the fromtase gvailadble ?

I sm olosely in tousch with the preper dredyge mm to do that
part of the work at & very reassmable nrioe - we have done so sush of
this work in Floridu.

RIS § AT
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Angust 208h, 1919,

%r. R B. Olds,
Capital Matiema) Bemk Duilding,
lamsing, Hichigan.

Dear My, Olds o

!
f

! I have yeurs of August Btk 1 I am just back from a tea
days imsrestion of the primsiral Sumrwr Ressrts and real osta
subdivisions in the last. I am ver

groat poseidilities of your weperty at Gresee

now ! dislike very meh S8 Sagkle a proposisi

dovolepmmt of the preperty without songidering your hewse
and the S3-asres farm "Meh is:
I uderstand your lettan. \

E
i
i

e dowlyment wiish I 2ave (& wind would greatly eahamoe
the value of your preperty, and undueitionsdly rny developrent, 1f
carried thru, weuld allow yeu to take as mod as §5850,000 eut of
the arcund your preperty and still retain ymr hess. Of
oourse & oertain amount wuld have to speat in dredgiag and straightenming
the canais. ™he bineprint which you have seat me dees mot giwe me the
information whiok I would 1like to have - and am Teceipt of a letter frem
you stating if you weuld be willing te sell re, on reaseoadle $ims, that
part of your mroperly mot including the heuse amd growmis (end wadsr
proper restréetisns se that your property weuld » pretsoted) I will
send for ny englmmr in Florids and have him ceme up end mi» a surwy,
mrticalarly mking esrmiings for 4reigisg jurpeses.

There is ome fly im the ointaent, and that 1s whether or met
Grescesitonld imméiately grew back o the dredged porticns ef the
protected inlets., If these gresces aontinuwed te grow it weuld de a
serious rodlem in my mind whether the preperty would brimg the prise
moagary 0 ®taix to marran$ the heavy expmmaditzre in dredging and
valkhemidfang

Can’t you send me a bluoprint ef the emtire lower peninsula
of Grosse Ile - all that part which delemgs te you mayksd in red or
some 4igtinotive color - and a blmsprint @ruwn to seale so thst I can
got a botter idea of the fremtage awailadls ?

1 am closely im touch with the preper dredge mma %0 do that
Mlof\tbonrkat & very reasmmable 1rice -~ e have dome 50 mugh of
this work iz Florida,




Mry Ry B, Olds, 2, August 20%h, 1919,
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Y _ August 20%h, 1919,

~

Ere Re By Olda,
Capital Fational Bamk Duilding,

lansing, Uiohigane |

Doar lire Olds ¢ : '

~

i

tlunyunofa(mtlﬁn 1 om just beakx from a tem
mmmm«mmammmmmo-um
subdivisions in the Easts I am rore thom ever sonvinced of the
groat poseidilitiscs of your preperty at Crosso Isle - tut just
now ! diglike very te taslkle a proposition of this kimd
alone, and I womld rore inclined to be intorested in the
dsveloiment of the reeperty without considering your house
ond the 33-aores farm hish is & jart of the houso grounds, oo
1 understand your latter,

The ddwelozrent which I have in mind would groatly cmhdmoe
the valuo of your property, and unguestiouadly ry development, 1f/
sarried thru, would allow you to $ake ns ruch as 2350,000 out of
tho agroasa around your property and still reotain your hore, Of
course o sartain stount would havo to spemt in dredging aad straightoming
tha aomale. The blueprint vhich you have sent me does not ciwe ro the
information which I would 11ko to have « and on reoeist of a lotitor fronm
you stating 1f yow womld bo willing to sell ve, on ressomable tive, that
part of your jroperiy not including the houso and grounds (and under
neoper rostriotions so tiat your roporty would be jrotested) I will
sond for 'y enginoer in Florida and have him core up and rale & survey,
martionlarly mking soundings for dredging jurposes. .

There is one fly in ths oimtront, and that t- :holhr or not
firessesIBounld irmediately crow back um the drodsed portions of the
roteoted inlets. (f these grasces continued to-grow it would be a
seriocus rrodlem im ry rind whether tho progorty would bwring the rice
nscessary to cbtoim to warrirt tho heavy exponditare in dredging and
b!lM!nQ. 3

m'tyhcndmnblmmnmuunhmrmmn
of Crosss Ile = all that part which bolomgs to you ravked in red or
sors dlstimotive color - and o biueprint dravm to soole so thst I can
ot a botter 1doa of tho frontoso svailodls ¢

I oudvhtamivluthnpnpordmmn
nﬂofthom;tamrynuﬂh mrice - vo have done co mugsh of
L]
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R.E.OLDS CO.
BONDS MORTGAGES
CAPITAL NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
LANSING, MICH.

September 3, 1919.

Mr Carl G. Fisher,
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Dear Mr Fisher,-

On returning to my desk I find your letter of
August 30th. It would suit me Just as well not to oonsider
the residence property, as it is so beautiful and restful
there that T doubt very much whether I would ever care to sell
it, but as to the farm property, it is more or less of a bother
to try to run a farm of this size and I would be willing to
sell this on a moderate payment down and the balance to stand
to suit the purchaser. For instance, if he wanted to pay
$50,000.00 down the balange could be spread over a term of
years eo that the money would practically come out of the
improved property.

Ae to going in with you, I do not know of
anyone I would be more willing to take a chance with in an
enterprise, but at the eame time I am trying to retire as I
find that my own business and enterprises take all the time
that I wish to devote to business.

I note what you say about growth of grasses
in the dredged portions. What dredging I have done here I
have found that there was a sandstone rock at a depth of
from six to nine feet. All the dredging I have done has
been with a dipper dredge which does not clean up the bottom.
Notwithetanding this very little grass has shown up in the
portion that has been dredged about four years. Any time
when I see fit to put in a suction dredge and clean out the
two or three feet of mud on the rock I am confident that that
would be the end of weeds or grasses. I notice this, too,
that the grasses are not plentiful where there is any current.
In fact, the dredging that I have done down at the lower end
of Grosse Ile is practically free from weeds or grasses.

I-note with much pleasure what you say about
the southern part of Grosse Ile. I endorse this sentiment,
as I feel there is not another location like this anywhere in
the United States where we have five to ten miles of clear
sailing water in the mouth of the Detroit River for sailing
yaohte, we have the inside harbors and free access to the
river up and down the flats, and with fast motor boats, ae
we have at this day, there is no location equal to it.

;,..A_..‘wgm‘
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I am going back to Elkamar tomorrow and will mail
you blusprint showing the wbole island and will mark around
that portion which I own.

I wish you would drop me a line at Grosge Ile
Just how soon your engineer oould look the property over and
when you are likely to be in Detroit again. You oertainly
have the right idea for making a wonderful plaoce out of this.

Trueting to hear from you soon, I remain,

Yours very truly,

(W

REO-MB







.P. n‘ x‘ old..
Ree HoSor Oar Compmny,
_Lamsing, Michigan,

Desr Hr, Olds i ‘

"1 would appreoiate it very mmsch if you would intersst yourself
in a oconple of Rea Coupes that are ooming thru for re at the Faotory sors
ti=e ia the next month,

Adbcut five yiars ago you rnde up a Reo Coupe for Nra., Fisher smd
I explained to you at the time that I would appreoiate it very mush if you
wonld have the springs polished before the job was assembdled as it rads a
ruch easier jJob. This order was put thru the fMotory amd this mrticular
Coupe 1s the easiest riding Compe t7e have over had in thie district. I
think a big ‘art of the sucsess (ef the riding qualities of this war was dse
to the faot that the sorings wore thoroly pelished and that they were Just
a 1ittle bit lighter than the usml squipment.

After receiving the Compe hero, it 1s qRite a big Jod te tear
i1t down, take the springs off, pelish them and reassemble the car - but it
isn't so ™uch of &8 Job for the fastory te do this work before it is
assambled. lersomilly 1 think that the rammfacturer wio pays a little <
rore attention to the saring equipmemt will reap some bemefit, as the
rajority of ocupes ride hard, especislly after the sprince get rusty.

If you havo nover trind ghis out om your owm onr I would like
to have you do 1t nnd you 7ill see "hat a wonderful differmmoe it makes,
to take do™n your fromt and rear springs, thoroly nolish them, thmm
reassemble with graphite and wrapped with tape - you will find a velvety
senstition in the riding of the car thot is entirely absant withowt this
troatmeat, ~
1f not too wuoh trouble, uld 1iXxs to have the s;rings on these
t7o coupes polished bvefore thuy leave tho fastory. e have altogetder,
here and at liami, six Reo Coupes, =nd I am ¢ring to got new onos as
these are getting pretty old.

Yours very trmuly,
- CCFsR y
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E.OLDS CO.
ONDE MORTGAGES
CAPITAL NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

LANSING, MICH.

December 17, 1919.

Mr Carl G. Fisher,
Miami, Florida.

Dear Carl,-

I am in receipt of your favor of the 8th.
Glad to get your letter, and at once took the matter
up with our superintendent and he is going to try and
head off those things in the future.

I do not kxnow that I wrote you about the
Grosse Ile property. I tried to land the property
referred to and found that they wanted $750 to $1,000
per acre, so I passed the matter up.

I am going to try to do business with the
Detroit people before I get away for the winter. Am
mighty sorry that you did not feel like taking on this
600 acres, as you would have found it a wonderful buy.

I will probably get down to Daytona along the
last of next month. Will try and run down to see how
things are looking at Miami.

Very truly yours,

REO-MB

*
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. December 23rd, 1919. ¥

¥r. R. B Olds, : ¢ 57
“Capttal National Benk Building, AT
lansing, Miohigens

Dear 4pr. Qlds : .

Replying to yours of the 17th s Am sorry that you
couldn't get a fair prico on the Grosse Ile property - and I
also hate very wmuoh to thimk that you are going to eell it.
It 13 a wondsrful pleco of property and you oould do so much with
1t yourself ut a very rvasomadble cost and it would pay you very
big dividends. It 13 so easy to do things with your pl.-o orty
as oompnrod ¥ith what wc are doing hore.

1 only wish that I felt frce Lo say that I could ohip
in four or five hundred thousand do:.lars on that job und do it \
at once, but with tne big Jjobd wo have on hand here wo doa't
feel that wo oan take any more largo risks on a-loan. If you
should deoider to work this out yoursclf, I vould be wery glad to
do anything 1 can to og-operate with you and to furnish you with.
some expert dredge mon who have dono a great deal of work for mo
here and who could undoubtedly handle that job at a vory eoonomioal
sost to you. .

1 am only sorry that we zcouldn't make a deal to go into
the thing together and share tho responsibility. '

~ Yours vory truly,
CUPF:R

s






