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State matters



Dear Sir:

From the records here I note you 
are possibly entitled to a refund on Auto 
License for 1918. If such is the case, it 
will afford me great pleasu—3 to pay you 
the amount which the State may be due you

The Law authorizing these refunds 
requires that party must make application 
to have it returned. I enclose a blank 
for your qonvenience should you desire to 
apply for the refund, and I will have the 
application audited promptly upon its re
ceipt at this office.

Yours very truly,

, Comptroller,//¿is
P. s.

To be entitled to a refund, app
licant must have paid for the year 1918 
more than five dollars ($5.00) for an Auto
mobile which had a seating capacity of NOT 
MORE THAN FIVE PASSENGERS. If the car you 
registered in 1918 was a six or seven pass
enger car, the law does not authorize any 
refund.
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F.C. ELLIOT.CHIEF Drairare Ercineer.STUART LEWIS, SECRETARY
SIGNET J CATTS, GOVERNOR 

u wriao president 
ERNEST AMOS. Comptroller 
J. C. LUNING. Twrasvrrr 
T. r. WEST. Attorney General 
WAMCRAE.CORE a salesman 

TrusteesInternal Improvement Fund
AHO

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OF EVERGLADES DRAINAGE DISTRICT

OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE. Florida. November 12, 1918.

Mr. George R. Kline,
Miami, Florida,

Dear Sir:-

This is to advise you that your bid for a certain submerged 
tract of land situated in the East Half of the Southwest Quarter 
and the West Half of the Southeast Quarter of Section Four in 
Township Fifty-four South of Range Forty-two East, containing 
five and twenty-six hundredths (5.26) acres, was accepted by the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund at a meeting held this 
date and your certified check for Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) 
will be applied on the amount of Five Thousand Two Hundred and 
Sixty Dollars ($5,260.00) which you bid for the above described 
land.

Deed will be issued you just as soon aB Mr. Elliot can 
investigate and make correct description of the property.

L-h Yours very truly,

ecretary



STATE OF FLORIDA

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER

TALLAHASSEE

SIDNEY J CATTS 
SOVtB H OW
J*. BLITCH
.........

November 26, 1918.

Hon.George H.Kline, 
Miami, Florida.

Dear Sir:

I have your letter November 21et in which you 
aak me to advise you what date Captain Elliot 
oould be there to survey out the 5.26 aores re
cently purchased from the Board by yourself.

I am referring yunr letter to Captain Elliot, 
asking him to write you when he can oome.

Thanking you for your kind expressions, I am

C.H
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QEO R .KLINE

AT 405 TWELFTH STREET, MIAMI, FLA. ALWAYS OPEN.

TALLAHASSEE FUO 1146A 11

NEWCOMB CARLTON. PRESIDENT

UNION 
AM

GEORGE W. E. ATKINS. FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

CLASS OF SERVICE SYM3CL

Day Message

Day Letter Blue

Night Message Nite

Night Letter N L

If none of these three symbols 
appears after the check (number of 
words)thls is aday message. Other
wise its character Is Indicated by the 
symbol appearing after the check.

MIAMI FUO
* . >

ENGINEER STATES HE WILL SURVEY FIVE ACRES OF ¡ISLAND RECENT BOUGHT BY YOU

I

1919 JAN ¡7 pM l2 06



Mr. George H. Cline,
Miami, Fla.

.Dear Sir:-

I have your letter of the 24th, in regard to some land 
in Bay Bisoayne purchased by you ¡for Mr. Carl G. 
Fisher, and asking when the State Surveyor will 
be in Miami to survey this land.

B9g to advise that I consulted Capt. Lewis of the
I. I. Board and he advises me that both of the 
Drainage Engineers are ill and it will be impossible 
for them to get a man down there before next week.

Hoping this will be satisfactory and with best 
wishes, I am,

C-D.

Governor Catto was called away from 
office before signing above letter die- 
tated by him.



r
STATE OF FLORIDA

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER

TALLAHASSEE

SIDNEY J.CATTS
GOVERNOR

U.S. BLITCH

Peb. 17, 1919

Mr. George B. Kline,
Miami, Kia.

Dear Sir:-

I have your letter of recent date in regard to the 
land of Mr. Carl fisher and enclosing the survey 
and plat of his land.

as this is a matter which cones under the department 
of the I. I. Board, I am referring same to the Secretary 
for attention.

With best wishes and hoping you will receive the 
deeds in due time, I am,

tated by him.

Yours very truly
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Form 1206'

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED

Fast Day Message
-

Day Letter X
Night Message

Night Letter
Patrons should mark an X oppo
site the class of service desired: 
OTHERWISE THE TELEGRAM 
WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS A 

FAST DAY MESSAGE.

WESTE UNION
TELEGRAM

NEWCOMB CARLTON. PRESIDENT GEORGE W. E. ATKINS. FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

/

Receiver’s No.

Check

Time Filed

Send the following telegram, subject to the term* 
on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to QBSL/xst^ 10400 .AM February 20 1919

Prepaid - Charge te Carl G. Fisher
*

SECRETARY 07 I. I. BOARD 
Tallahassee, Fieri da.

PLEASE ADVISE BY WIRE WHEN I CAN EXPECT DEED FROM I. I. BOARD TO MR CARL

• 1

!

l

G. FISHER COVERING THE FIVE ACRES IN BISCAYNE BAY REFERRED TO
X

YOU BY

GOVERNOR CATOS

I (Sipped) Geerge R. Klim

J

I

V*



April 2nd, 1919.

Dear sir t

Will you kindly send us that seotlon of

Ssoretary of state
Tallahassee, Florida.

the Genoral statutes of Florida of 1906 • #1015 - which
‘ ' z 

relates to the purchase of street railways and other 

public utilities. «

Yours very truly,

TIE ¿LTOW OEACll, RliAATY CO

JIBJ0D1R for

I

A

/

i



UNION

MIAMI FLO

TODAY

. J STUART

SECTY

NEWCOMB CARLTON. PRE3IOENT

CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOL

Day Message

Day Letter Blue

Night Message Nite

Night Letter NL
If none of these three symbols 
appears after the check (number of 
wordsithls Isadaymessage. Other
wise Its character Is indicated by the 
symbol appearing after the check.

AM
X

GEORGE W. E. ATKINS. FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOL

Day Message

Day Letter Blue

Night Message Nite

Night Letter N L
It none of these three symbols 
appoers after the check (number of 
wordsithls Isadaymessage. Other
wise Its character Is Indicated by the 
symbol appearing after the check.

RECEIVED AT 405 TWELFTH STREET, MIAMI. FLA. ALWAYS OPEN

A445J 8 1 EXTRA

TALLAHASSEE FLO



Form 1206

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED

TELEGRAM

DAY LETTER

NIGHT MESSAGE

NIGHT LETTER

Patrons should mark an X oppo
site the class of service desired; 
OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE 
WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS - A 

FULL-RATE TELEGRAM

UNION
TELERïkAM

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT. GEORGE W. E. ATKINS. FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

RECEIVER S NO.

CHECK

CASH OR CHARGE

TIME FILED

: a

Send the following message, subject to the terms
on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

cXndiaoapolis» Indiana. Sby 23, 1919

. .
J. 8. DgwIg» secretary

■ • •
I. I.

Tallahassee r Florida

Will be in Tallahassee Efcnday morning Appreciate interview on 

important subject

J. H. M5DUFFEE
11 Pd. Ghg.
ciig. Carl G. Fisher
4:45 PH



Form 1204

AM CASH OR CHARGE

fiend the following message, subject to the terms 
on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED

TELEGRAM

DAY LETTER

NIGHT MESSAGE

NIGHT LETTER

Patrons should mark an X oppo
site the class of service desired; 
OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE 
WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS A 

FULL-RATE TELEGRAM

June 23rd, 1919«

J< stemrt Lord«, Soerotaiy,
I. I. A* Board, ,
Tallahassee, Florida*

—- ' —- — '

While at Tallahassee your Board advlsod mo th*y ftXpöotod to 
send a Cormlttee to ’tail to look over the Illorl Beaeh Bay 
Shoro proposition. Pleas© vAro ino what dhte has been sot 

for thio trip.

j. H. fifcDuffoe.
□are Carl G. Fisher.

Prepaid.
Chg. Carl G. ilsher parsonal 
aoootmt.



Form 1304

UNION
AM

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRKSIDKNT
J

Patrons should mark an X oppo
site the class of service desired: 
OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE 
WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS A 

FULL-RATE TELEGRAM

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED

TELEGRAM

DAY LETTER

NIGHT MESSAGE

NIGHT LETTER

Send the following message, subject to the terms
on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

z June 25th, 1919»

Hr* J. Stewart lewis,
o/o X* I. Board*
State Capitol*
Tallahassee, Florida.

Jould ap^reoiato answer to wy wlro of Monday.

J» H. löüttfteea
ears Carl G. Fisher*

ire c aid.

Chg. Carl G* Fisher. .



GLENN TERRELL. SPECIAL COUNSEL

OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE. FLORIDA, August 16, 1919

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OF EVERGLADES DRAINAGE DISTRICT

SIDNEY J. CATTS. GOVERNOR 
EX-OFFICIO PRESIDENT 

ERNEST AMOS. COMPTROLLER 
J. C. LUNING. TREASURER 
W. A. MCRAE. COM'R ft SALESMAN 

Trustees a board of com’rs 

Trustees Internal Improvement Fundvahc- ATTORNEY GENERAL

Mr. Carl G. Fisher,
434 North Capitol Avenue, 

Indianapolis, Indiana,

Dear Sir:-

Mr. J. H. McDuffie was here on the 12 of August and submitted 
your bid for five submerged tracts of land in Biscayne Bay, Dade 
County, Florida, which bid was accepted by the Trustees, the purchase 
price of the said lands being <114,040.00, of which $1,000 accompanied 
the bid and is on deposit in this office. Mr. McDuffie did not 
advise me before he left where you want the deed sent or what 
arrangement for the payment of the balance of $13,040.00 had been 
made. Check for this amount can be sent to this office and deed 
will be forwarded to you or deed with sight draft for said amount can 
be forwarded, as you may direct.

L-h Yours truly



zou'd mark an X oppo- 
class of aervlco desired; 

,/MISE THE MESSAGE 
f BE TRANSMITTED AS A 
FULL-RATE TELEGRAM

m UNION 
ÜRAM

GEORGE W. E. ATKINS. FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Straight Telegram*

ingut 20th* 1919*

J* Staart i«wU*
Secretary Internal Inpravecmt Board* 
Tallahassee* Florida*

Please send. toed referred to in year lottar of sixteenth 
to me tn «ara Fletcher American national Beak thio oily 
draft attached* Letter aoaflradng*

Prepaid«
Cart G* Heber*

Send the following message, subject to the terma 
on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

CHECK

TIME FILED

4 CASH OR CHAROS



Tours vaiy tijpy.

yon yesterday in reply to your letter of August 16tn i

Motional Batik, this olty, 
acnfinaing.’’ * (signed)

’’Pleas«? send deed referred to in your letter 
of August sixteenth to m in oare Fletofcer Amerioaa 

draft attaohed. latter 
O rl G. Fisher*

CCPjR



Tallahassee, Floridas

I

Dear i.’r. McRae :

I have yours of the 22nd i I have several friends The 
have always aontended that there is a possibility of oil In Florida.

We have at the present tine a very good wall drilling outfit 
at Miami on our property there, with whloh so havebesq drilling rails 
for water, but I doubt If this outfit Oould go deep enough for oil. 
J will write down there, horaver, and find out whether It would •
bo suitahlb for oil drilling. If so, wa haven't any particular 
use for this well driller rl$it now and we mi^it send It up to 
northern Florida and. sink a rail.

- • ♦ .>

I havo a friend who owns sone i5Q0 sores south of
Tallahassee and he told me that he thot there was oil in that 
distriot.

It enema to me that your best bet is to 0> out and get 
a sixty day option on some oil leases and have these all sewed up 
and ready to sell or sublease to some other developer.

I will turn your letter over to Hr. Jake IToble Who has . 
formerly been with the Prest«O>4*ite Company and who has Interested 
himself In Oil In southern Indiana • and quite possibly he will want 
to go into the thing. Re Is a very reallable follow, wall fixed, 
and has been successful in oil - and -on two might raric together 
to good advantage. It would give you a chance to make your share 
of the profit by securing leases.

Thanhs for sending this letter to mo. Will write you 
later. z

X 
■



The Prest-O-Lite Co.,Inc.
421!? St.Buxizoing, ?<kwYoiìk-Intit anai’OI-is, Indiana

■

PREST-O-LITE DISSOLVED AOETYLEKE 
PREST-O-XITE STORAGE BATTERY 

PRESSED SPUN -AND DRAWN' STEEI- SHAPES

Indianapolis
personal Sept. 9, 1919

Mr. Carl G. Wisher 
N. Capitol Ave. 
Indianapolis, Ind.

Dear Carl;

I just returned from a three week3' vacation and 
find your letter abfcut Florida Oil.

I am returning Mr. McRay's letter. I am not in 
position to take up much more acreage than I have at 
present. Just recently I closed for lOjtOOO Acres 
where they get the big stuff and will not be in position 
to take on more acreage until my drilling operations allows 
me to dispose of a good part of what I have now. Outside 
of this I would not be interested now except to survey the 
territory for a one-sixth royalty and all expenses in making 
the survey.

With best wishes, I am,

Yours^jtery truly,

J.M.Noble



ñoplying furthor te vour favor of Aagunt 22M«
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hso Juot alosad a large loase et,Texas aad <aould not be 
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Bill advíse ytm Inter»



FRANK O. VAN DEREN. S.cr.Ury

CHE ALTON BEACH REALTY COMPANY
OCEAN AND BAY FRONT PROPERTY

MIAMI BEACH. FLA.

FÏÏ-9-W-10-27-20 Oct. 27, 1920.

Mr. Carl G. Fisher,
434 N. Capitol_Avc., 
Indianapolis, Ind.

Doer Mr. Fisher:-

In this morning's mail I received, 
a lett. r from Mr. Bancoast, copy of which is attached.. 
I immediately got in touch with Mr. Brown aid we have gone 
into this matter quite t oroughly.

Summarized the situation is this.
The Chamber of Commorce refer to submerged land lying between 
the Municipal channel on the llorth, the F. E. C. channel on 
the South, the P. & 0. basin on the West, and the Government 
Cut on the East. Their object is, of course, apparent. They 
desire to protect the City of Miami against the possibility 
of anyone building up this submerged land, purchasing same, 
and thus preventing the widening of the channel leading to 
the Municipal Docks. Of course this is just one more step 
to prevent the building of a bridge, but in any event I don't 
see that we ar> any worse off than we were before they passed 
their resolution. Mr. Brown says that in hi-s study of the 
general conditions, and t. is situation i particular, he finds 
that the Internal Improvement Trustees, while claiming owner
ship to all submerged land, have never taken any action to 
prevent the removal of or the relocating or lowering the 
surface of that submerged land, but immediately any action 
takes place which brings this submerged land above the sur
face of the water in the form of an island, etc. then they 
immediately exercise their jurisdiction and control and in 
the event that such land is desired by anyone they consider 
applications for purchase.

It would, therefore, appear that the 
resolution passed by the Chamber of Commerce will not in any 
way interfere with either your present or future plans provided 
the Internal Improvement Trustees do not change their present 
attitude in connection with matters of this character. The 
dredging permit which vie have requested, and which is now being 
considered, by the Government (and which we helieve will receive 
favorable action) contemplated the rémoval of a portion of this 
area referred to in the Chamber of Commerce resolution and thus 
following out precedent heretofore established by the Internal



Improvement Trustees, There appears to be no reason to assume 
that they will change front and. offer any objection to the 
removing and. placing of this material in line with our request 
for permit .

In connection with this matter Mr. 
Brovzn states that while no action has ever been taken by ' 
the Internal Improvement Trustees relative to such dredging 
material as lias been moved fro . the bottom of the Bay to some 
other location, as for instance along the Bay front where 
The Flamingo Hotel, Talbot's house, etc. are now located, it 
has for some time been a matter of conversation as to whether 
or not that particular land is State land or private property, 
and having this in mind he has from time to time prepared 
maps showing the original shore line, together with such im
provements and additions as have been made, and as these maps 
have been continued and kept up to date he has in his possess
ion absolute and correct record of the original shore line 
as against the present shore line. This information myy be 
most valuable at some future date in the event that the 
question ever arises as to whether or not the State has right 
of ownership.

As it stands today it does not appear- 
that the action and resolution of the Chamber of Commerce 
has or will have any effect upon the developemint as you have 
now planned it. Mr. Brown states that’the harbor commission, 
consisting of the Mayor of Miami Beach and. himself, and the 
Mayor of Miami and Councilman Hunter, representing thè City 
of Miami, and yourself, are in-active and. that consequently 
nothing has been done in preparing plans 'for a complete port 
developement. I mention this only that your attention may 
be called to it, and'particularly having in mind that if 
there appeared to be some activity on the part of this comm
ission that it might result in diverting the attention of the 
Chamber of Commerce - by thit I mean Sewell - from the narrower 
minded methods which now prevail and broaden his vision suff
iciently B.o that he will view this proposition in a broad way. 
This will at least give him the opportunity of bringing more 
glory to himself because he can then say that as a result of 
his efforts he has stirred up the port commission to action, 
whereas prior to this time they have remained dormant. All 
Sewell wants is to be in the lime-light. However, this is 
something which you can best determine, and I am offering it



Mr. Carl G. Sishèr - 3 Oct. 27, 1920.

only as a suggestion 
it such attention as

so that you may consider it and give 
you think best

Yours very truly,

Ï-



Form 1206

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRKSIDKNT

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED

Telegram

Day Letter

Night Message

Night Letter

Patrons should mark an X oppo
site the class of service desired: 
OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE 
WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS A 

FULL-RATE TELEGRAM

UNION
AM

Send the following message, subject to the terms 
on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to May 2, 1921.

Glenn Terrill,
Tom Campbell,
Ben. Willard.,
Lenator Lindsay, ’

Tallahassee, Fla.

We are the owners of about twenty miles of waterfront on oceans and bay 
and have spent several million dollars in its development and while we 
would prefer a few slight ohanges in the Lindsay bill and some modifications 
in the wording so as to make the intent a little more clear we declare 
ourselves unqualifiedly in favor of the Lindsay Bill as against the ditler 
Bill, which latter is in our opinion extremely dangerous and should be 
killed. Letter follows.

Alton Beach Realty Company, 
Miami Ocean View Company,

x Miami Beach Improvement Company,
Bay Bisoayne Improvement Company. 
Miami Beach Bay Shore Company.



Glenn Terrill,
Thomas Campbell,
Ben. Willard,
Hon. Ben. Willard,

Tallahassee, Ha.

Msy 2, 1921«

Dear sir»- - <

la accordance with t elegrm sent you tod.y, this letter is 
sent you to follow up this telogras and to mats suggestions as to a f«sr 
Changes, whloh we would like to see incorporated in the Lindsay Bill, 
and also to express oar crltioiams concerning the Butler Bill.

We would likd to see the Lindsay Bill snonded so as' to give 
the owners of unimproved property "the right to purchase suixaerged land oat 
to the established bulkhead line at a nominal consideration as the owners 
of improved land have the right to do under this bill. We would also like 
to have the wording of ths bill ohaaged so that the owner of upland is 
assured that no sales of submerged land could be made in front of his pro
perty, so that his access to and from the channel be obstructed. While 
we believe that the bill as written provides for protection to the owner 
of upland in accordance with the above, yet there has boon some thought 
that the wording of the bill was not sufficiently clear in this respect, and 
therefore, might give rise to a question in this oonnootion.

We believe also that an uplsnd ownor should bo afforded 
protection against the 'sale of any submerged land lying in front of his 
property aid boy aid the channel. Wherein the channel runs dose to the 
upland, so that the owner of the upland has unobstructed view across the 
water for a reasonable distance, and the bill as new writton woald make 
it possible for the State to sell submerged land, .lying immediately in front 
of upland owner, provided a channel intervenes. -

Our serious objection to the Butler Bill is that if it passes, 
thp result will be a very irregular water front irprogements, depending 
upon the distanoe to the channel in'front of each ormer’s property, aid 
there are innumerable instances where such a condition would pocket oertain 
upj-pd owners where the submerged land extends buj a short distance to the 
ohannol, and where by reason of irregularity of the oh anno I adjoining the 
property owners submerged land extends for a considerable dlstoice.

-As wired you, we are unqualifiedly in favor of the Lindsay 
Bill as it now stands against the Butler Bill as it now stands, but in the 
event that neither bill passes in its present form, we would like very muoh 
to see the suggestions as outlined above incorporated in a new bill along 
the lines of the Lindsey Bill.

fours very truly,
THE -1LTON BEACH BE LTT COMP.OT, 
THE HIMI OCE’K VISV OQMPABX, 
THE MI MI BEACH IUPBOVEKEHT COMMBX,

JHlioDiA



Mr. C. 0. Fisher

Herewith brief containing complete information 
concerning the purohase of the property upon 
which the power plant is located. i

fours truly,



-, ’
'’.■■A-;'

November 12, 1918, the trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 
the State of Florida sold to George R. Kline the first paroel 
land south of the causeway containing 6.26 acres, the price being 

$1,000 per acre, -
In February, 1919, I was instructed to investigate the reason why 
deed for this property had not been received, and investigation 
di8closedz that an improper description had been written. This was 
then corrected, proper descriptioh furnished, and on February 21st, 
1919, deed was Issued to Carl G, Fisher powering this property - 
the description being shown on exhibit "A” attached hereto.
In «ay, 1919, I arranged with the trustees of the I. I. Fund to ad
vertise the second tract south of the oauseway containing 4.8 acres, 
and this property being properly advertised according to law in the 
Miami Herald, was sold to the Alton Beach Realty Company at $1,000 
per aore, and deed issued by the trustees of the I. I. Fund on 
July 7, 1919. Description of this traot attached hereto marked 
exhibit "B.” »
Following the oounoil meeting of the Miami City Council at which 
Mr. Fisher was present- during April, 1920, I was Instructed to 
arrange with Mr. S. P. Robineau, city attorney of Miami, to call upon the 
trustees of the I. I. Fund for the purpose of straightening out the 
over-lapping of deeds covering a portion of this property, as the 
City of Miami had claimed that they had a prior deed from the trus
tees for a strip of land which over-lapped the above described prop
erty. -
I called upon Mr. Robineau and went over very thoroughly the records < 
which he had in connection with the entire matter, and discovered 
that the wording of the quit claim deed which the city of Miami had 
from the trustees did not contain the usual terms of the deeds issued 
by the trustees wherein 1£ is outlined that the property deeded had 
been properly advertised according to law.
In making an investigation as to whether this strip quit claimed to 
the city had been properly advertised, I found that it had not been, 
and further found that the quit claim deed had been granted to the 
city for the purpose of facilitating the digging of the city channel 
and the depositing of the spoil taken therefrom, and it was very 
evident from the reoords of the minutes of the meeting of the trus
tees at the time it was decided to issue this quit claim, that it 
was not the intention of the trustees to grant an absolute deed to 
the property, ,88 it was specified dearly that in the event after 
the improvement had been complete, the property then came within the 
class effected by the provisions of chapters 6451, acts of 
1913, laws of Florida, trustees would then offer the property for 
sale to the city of Miami. Exhibit nC" attached hereto is a copy 
of the meeting of the trustees dated December 14, 1915 which outlined 
their action in accordance with the above.



It was very apparent after calling these matters to the attention 
of Mr» Robinsau that he had not been aware of the exact situation, 
- and When we went to Tallahassee,-we talked the matter over on the 
train and he agreed that in his opinion we would have no difficulty 
in establishing our right to the property, and th^t about the only 
thing he could do in Tallahassee was to get the trustees to grant 
the city something in return for the apparent error which they had 
committed in not giving the city first right to purchase the prop
erty in accordance with the option whloh he felt they had through 
the terms of the quit claim deed.
.Upon taking the matter before the trustees, the latter held that 
the city had no claim whatever to the property, taking the position . 
that the advertisements which had been run In connection with the 
sale of the two paroels above mentioned was legal notice to the 
city of the intention of the trustees to sell the property,,and that 
inasmuch as the city did not bld that they waived their rl#it to 
the option, and therefore, the trustees hold that they had a per
fect right to sell the property as advertised.
The trustees, however, offered to quit claim to the city of Miami 
a strip aoross the bay approximately 300 ft. In width running adja
cent to the city channel and sduth thereof, this for the purpose of 
widening the city channel In the event the city decided to do so, 
and they further agreed to give an absolute deed to the city far 
that section within the city limits of Miami previously covered in 
the quit.claim to the city, of the strip running across the bay.
Since this conference with the trustees, I have had no further 
connection with the matter, and do not know what has happened since 
that time*



Below is a oopy of the deed from the Trustees of the I. I. Fund

as recorded in Deed Book 187, Page 345,

Dade County Reoords.

That traot lying and being in Dade County, Florida, 
in the west half of the southeast quarter and theeast half 
of the southwest quarter of Seotion 4-54-42, more particularly 
described as follows: Commence at a point 1580 feet North
and 2015 feet West of the Southeast^ oor^era|fof said Section 4 
particularly defined as being at thejj^oe*i?t°er T.ine of the road
way of the Miami Causeway concrete viaduct and the face of 
the adjoining concrete parapet, thenoe south 22°55* E. 114 Feet; 
thenae southeasterly along a line parallel to and 50 feet from 
the south line of said Causeway for a distance of 120 feet, 
for a point of beginning of said tract: Tjtenoe westerly a-
long a line parallel to and 50 feet from the south line of 
Causeway 1100 feet to point 50 feet at right angles from the 
North edge of City Channel; thenoe South 64°31 ’parallel to 
and 50 feet North of the edge of the City Channel. Thence 
North 544 feet to point of beginning above described, 
containing 5.26 aores, more or less.

This description is a oopy of the deed of the# Trustees of the
I. I. Fund to the Alton Beach Realty Company; Internal Improve
ment. Deed No. 16786.

Commence at a point 1580 feet North and 2015 Feet 
West of the Southeast oorner Seotion 4-54-42, said point be
ing in the intersection of the Miami Causeway with the concrete 
viaduot and run thenoe South 67°05* ’West 58.7 feet; thence 
South 31°43’ East*115.35 feet to the point of beginning; run 
thenoe South 31°43* East 1032.6 feet to a line parallel to and 
50 feet Northeast of the northerly bottom edge of the City 
Channel; thenoe North 64031’ West 698.2 feet along said line 
to the corner of Fisher Traot; thenoe due North 544 feet to 
a curved line parallel to and 50 feet South of Miami Causeway; 
thenoe in a northeasterly direction said curved line 78.6 feet 
to the point of beginnihg, containing 4.9 aores, more or less, 
and lying and being in Seotion 4-54-42 of Dade County, State 
of Florida.
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F. C. ELLIOT. Chiif Drainasi Ersinikr
CARY A. HARDEE. GOYIRNOR 

R-OFFICIO FRISIDIRT
ERNEST AMOS. COMPTROLLIRJ. STUART LEWIS. StcRITARY

GLENN TERRELL. SPICIAL COUNSEL

Trustees o^«e internal Improvement Fund
AND

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF EVERGLADES DRAINAGE DISTRICT

OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE. FLORIDA,

June 23, 1921;

J. C. LUH1NG. TAtAlUAl.
W. A. MCRAE, COMA A SALESMAN 

TKUSTIMS A BOARD OF COB'ES 
RIVERS H. BUFORD,

ArroRBrr cshiial

Mr. J. H. McDuffee,
Fisher Automobile Company,
434-442 Sorth Capitol Boulevard., 
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Bear Sir:~

In reply to yours of the 18th will say that on 
Noveinber 12, 1918 the Trustees of the Internal Improve
ment Fund Bold a submerged tract in Bisoayne Bay, Dade 
County, Florida, lying between the Miami Causeway and 
Municipal Channel, being the E£ of SE-J- and Wj of SE£ of 
Section 4, Township 54, Range 42, containing 5.26 acres, 
to George R. Kline for $1000.00. per acre. This adver
tisement was run prior to the sale in the Miami Metropolis, 
a newspaper published in Dade County, as required by law, 
and an objection was filed and deed issued on February 21,-— 
1919. On July 7, 1919 a submerged tract of land lying in 
Bisoayne Bay, Dade County, Florida, between the Miami 
Causeway and Municipal Channel, situated in wj- of SEj of 
Section 4, Township 54, Range 42, containing 4.8 acres, was 
sold to the Alton Beach Realty Company, and the same was 
advertised prior to the sale, as required by law, in the 
Miami Herald, a paper published in Dade County, and the 
price received for both these tracts was ^1000.00 per acre.

JSL:D.

Yours very truly,

e cretary’



Registered Enfilo««»- 
State oí Florid*

Member
American Association of Engineer*

Member 
Florida Engineering Society

W. E. BROWN
Civil and Landscape Engineer

CHIEF ENGINEER' 
Alton Beach Realty Co. 
Miami Beach Bay Shore Co. 
Peninsula Terminal Co.

MIAMI BEACH. FLA.

June 23, 1921

Mr. J. H. McDuffie,
434 North Capitol Boulevard,
Indianapolis, Ind.

Dear Sir:~

Your letter of June 18 reoeived in this mornings 

mail. Your request is not very definite; that is, I urn not 

sure as to exactly what you mean by "oopies of whatever you 

have la oonneotion with the purchase of the two parcels upon

whioh the power plant and reninsula Terminalddocks are 

located", but I assume that you mean maps and descriptions

of the purohases from the I. I. P. Board.

Accordingly, enclosed you will find descriptions

taken from the deeds and two blue prints of the tracts of land 

transferred by the deeds.

Youre very truly,

WEB:HB



J. STUART LEWIS. SECRETARY
F. C. ELLIOT. CHIEF DRAINAGE ENGINEER

GLENN TERRELL. SPECIAL COUNSEL

Trustees Internal Improvement Fund
ano

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OF EVERGLADES DRAINAGE DISTRICT

OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE. FLORIDA.

September 19, 1921

Mr. J. H. McDuffie,
Pisher Automobile Company, 
434-442 North Capitol Boulevard, 
Indianapolis, Indiana.

;p

Dear Sir:-

CARY A. HARDEE. GOVERNOR 
EX-OFFICIO PRESIDENT

ERNEST AMOS, COMPTROLLER 
J. C. LUNING. TREASURER
W. A. MCRAE. COM R ft SALESMAN 

Trustees a board of Com*rs 
.RIVERS H. BUFORD,

Attorney general

Your letter requesting the 
small traot of land in Bisoa 
reoeived, whioh I aoknowledge

a ertisement of a 
Bay, has been

of the pardon Board 
boupied for the past week

The Trustees being membe 
have had their entire time 
and it was impossible to g^t action on the matter until 
Saturday. I will adverti 
week} the sale to be somflitime in Ootober. 
advertisement will be o

the traot during the ooming 
_ 1_ __  This

ried in the Miami Herald.

JSL:D
eoretar

Your/’very truly



\

Tallahassee, Florida, September 19, 1921.

Notice is hereby given that the Trustees of the Internal Improve
ment Fund of the State of Florida, will hold a meeting at 11 o’olook 
A. M. Saturday, October the 22nd, 1921 for the purpose of sonsidering 
the sale of a submerged tract of land situated in Dade County, 
Florida, looated in Section 4, Township 54 South, Range 42 East, 
described as follows: /

A strip of land 60 feet wide, parallel with and south 
of the southerly line of the Miami Causway and extend
ing about 1200 feet westerly from a line about 2000 
feet West of the East line of Seotion 4, Township 54 
South, Range 42'East, and containing 1.4 aores, more 
or less.

This notice is.published in oomplianoe with Seotion 1062, Revised j
General Statutes of the State of Florida, that any person or persons 

who may have objections to Baid sale may have an'opportunity to
jj 

present same as therein described.

Bids for above land will be received at Tallahassee until 11 

o’olook A. M., Saturday, October the 22nd, 1921.
■ i ■ , ■ • • .

Certified check for $200.00 must accompany all bids. Terms Cash.
. f • i ■■ '• ■ .

The right to reject any and all bids is reserved.

By order of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the

State of Florida. • r.

CART A. HARDEE

GOVERNOR.
ATTEST:

J. STUART hEWIS,

SECRETARY.



October 13th, 19M.

Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, 
TallahasBOO • Florida.

Conti men t

Wo bog to herswidh enclose you certified ahook for Two Hundred 
($200.00) Dollars to apply on cur bld of CM Thousand ($1000.00) Dollars 
per Mr* on that parcel of land described in your notice dated Septenfccr 
19th, offered for onio tn Biscoyne Bay, and advertised for sale as of 
October 22nd, 19214 the total acreage in this parcel being one.and four- 
tenths (1-4/10) acres. Oar bld is One Thousand Four Hundred (Cl.400.00) 
Dollars, the balance to bo paid Upon delivery of*the usual deed at say 
bank in Hisel.

This lotter is to further advise you that wo, beiag owners of 
the property, object to the sale of the advertised pared to any other 
parties then ourselves, for the following reasons t

In the original purohase wo wore supposed by all parties on 
our side of the contract and all parties on your side of the oontraot 
to purohase that land between the Causeway and the channel from your 
Board, and only errors in the description have canned this confusion. 
Evon the you should receive bids in excess of the sun we are offering 
for the land, which is the same price we paid Per the adjacent land, 
if you should accept same you would be doing us. a tremendous injustice 
In selling us a piece of land without entrance and not acoordlgg to the 
original intentions of the sale.

doting in good, faith with your Board wo have expended over ~ 
$900,000.00 on this pared of land In improvements, in power plants, 
office buildings, street oar stations, dredging operations, in building 
a dock. Steamship Terminal, oil tanks, eta. Hoodless to say. the sale 
of this property to others than ourselves will cause us a groat doal of 
oonfhsion and everlasting litigation.

We would appreciate a telegram from you inmedlatdy after yea
hold your meeting on the 22nd, advising us of the action of your Board
in ootmectlon with this matter.



Gentlemen i

Sfo beg to herewith enslose yon oortlfled shook for Two Hundred 
($200.00) Dollars to apply pn our bld of One Thousand ($1000.00) Dollars 
par ao ’s on that paroel of land deso^lbdd In your notioe dated September 
19th, offered for sale In Blaoayne Bay, and advertised for sale as of 
Ootobor 22nd, 19211 ths total acreage In this paroel being one and four- 
tenths (1-4/10) aoros. tar bld is One Thousand Four Hundred ($1,400.00) 
Dollars, the balanoe to be paid upon delivery of the usual deed at any 
bank In Miami. ,

This letter is to further advise you that wo, being ownors of 
the proEiert.”’, objoot to the sale of tho advertised paroel to any other 
parties then ourselves, for the following reasons i

In tho original purchase we were supposed by all parties on 
our side of the oontraot and all parties on your side of the oontraot 
to purohase that land between the Causeway and the ahaunel from your Board, 
snd only errors In the desorlptlon have oaused this oonfusitm. Even tho 
you should ireoelve blds in exoess of the sum we are offering for the land, 
whldh Is tho same prloe we paid for the adjaoent land. If you should aaaopt 
same yon would be doing us a tremendous lnjustloe In selling us a pleoe of 
land without entranoe and not aooording to the original intentions of the 
sale.

dating in good faith with your Board we have expended over 
$900,000.00 on this paroel of land In Improvements, In power plants, 
offloo buildings, street oar stations, dredging operations. In building 
a look. Steamship Terminal, oil tanks, Oto. Heedless to say, the sale 
of this property to others than ourselves will oauso us a great deal of 
oonfuslon and everlasting litigation.

ths altoh beach heaitt oawunr
CGF1H

. 7e would appreolate a telegram from you Immediately after you
hold your meeting on the 22nd, advising us of the notion of your Board
In oonneotlon with this matter.

Very truly yours.



Gentlemen j

the Internal Improvement Fund, 
Tallahassee - Florida.

CARL 0. FISHER
INDIANAPOLIS

AND
MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA

October 13th, 1921.

We beg to herewith enolose you certified check for Two Hundred 
($200.00) Dollars to apply on our bid of One Thousand ($1000.00) Dollars 
per acre on that parcel of land described in your notice dated September 
19th, offered for sale in Biscayne Bay, and advertised for sale as of 
October 22nd, 1921« the total acreage in this parcel being one and four- 
tenths (1-4/10) acres. Our bid is One Thousand Four Hundred ($1,400.00) 
Dollars, the balance to be paid upon delivery of the usual deed at any 
bank in Miami.

This letter is to furtner advise you that we, being owners of 
the property, object to the sale of the advertised parcel to any other 
parties than ourselves, for the following reasons :

In the original purchase we were supposed by all parties on 
our side of the contract and all parties on your side of the contract 
to purchase that land between the Causeway and the channel from your 
Board, and only errors in the description have caused this confusion. 
Even tho you should receive bids in excess of the sum we are offering 
for the land, which is the same price we paid for the adjacent land, 
if you should accept same you would be doing us a tremendous injustice 
in selling us a piece of land without entrance and not according to the 
original intentions of the sale.

Acting in good faith with your Board we have expended over 
$900,000.00 on this parcel of land in improvements, in power plants, 
office buildings, street car stations, dredging operations, in building 
a dock, Steamship Terminal, oil tanks, eto. Heedless to say, the sale 
of this property to others than ourselves will causa us a great deal of 
confusion and everlasting litigation.

We would appreciate a telegram from you immediately after you
hold your meeting on the 22nd, advising us of the action of your Board
in connection with this matter.

Yours very truly,



Ootober 13th, 1921»

Trustees of the Intomol Improvement Fund,
Tallahassee - Florida.

Gentl'inen :

Wo bog to herewith enclose you certified check for Two Hundred 
($200.00) Delian to apply on our bld of One Thousand ($1000.00) Dollars 
per acre on that paroel of land described In your notloe dated September 
19th, offered for sale In Biscayne Bay, and advertised for sale as of 
October 22nd, 1921« the total acreage In this parcel being one and four- 
tenths (1—4/10) acres. Oor bld is One Thousand Four Hundred ($1,400.00) 
Dollars, the balance to be paid upon delivery of the usual deed at any 
bank'In Miami.

This letter Is to further advise you that we, being owners of 
the property, object to the sale of the advertised parcel to any other 
parties than ourselves, for the following reasons >

In the original purchase we were supposed by all parties on 
our side of the contract and all parties an your side of the aontraot 
to purchase that land between the Causeway and the channel from your 
Board, and only errors in the description have caused this confusion. 
Evon tho you should receive bids In excess of the sum we are offering 
for the land, which is the same price we paid for the adjacent land, 
if you should accept same you would be doing us a tremendous Injustice 
in selling ns a piece of land without entnaoe and not according to the 
original intentions of the.sale.

Acting In good faith with your Board we have expended over 
£300,000.00 on this parcel of land in improvotrents. In power plants, 
office buildings, street oar stations, dredging operations. In building 
a dock. Steamship Terminal, oil tanks, eto. Heedless to say, the sale 
of this property to others than ourselves will cause us a great deal of 
conftaslon and everlasting litigation,

We would appreciate a telegram from you imnedlately after you
hold your mooting on the 22nd, advising us of tho action of your Board
In connection with this matter.

Yours very truly.



CARL G. FISHER. Preaident FRANCO. VAN DEREN. Secretary

THE ALTON BEACH REALTY COMPANY
OCEAN AND BAY FRONT PROPERTY

OFFICE:
MIAMI AVENUE and 
LINCOLN ROAD
Address all communications 
to the Company

MIAMI BEACH, FLA. Indianapolis Office,
727 N. Capitol Avenue.

October 13th, 1921.

Trustees of the Internal Improv. Fund, 
Tallahassee, Florida.

Gentlemen :

We beg to herewith enclose you certified 
check for $200.00 to apply on our bid of $1,000.00 
per acre on that parcel of land described in your 
notice dated September 19th offered for sale in 
Biscayne Bay, and advertised for sale as of ^etcher 
22nd, 1921.

The total acreage in this parcel being one 
and four tenths acres (1-4/10). 0
the balance to 
at any bank ift

Our bid is $1,400.00, 
be pa id upon delivery of the usual deed 
Miami.

Thi
being the owners 
the sale of the a 
than ourselves and we 
bids in excess of 
rejected and tha

advis e you that we, 
property, object to 

cel to any other parties 
en though you receive

1 such bids beat offered by u
ours be acce

We would appreciate a telegram from you imme
diately after you hold your meeting on the 22nd advis
ing us of the action of your Board in connection with 
this matter.

Yours very truly,

ALTON BEaCH REALTY CO.

By /
JHMc/M
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October 13th,

\

/

/

1921.
<

Mr. S. P. Roblnepu, 
Miami, Fla.

* -• "

Dear Sir: —
You will recall that upon our visit to 

Tallahassoe, an agreement was entored Into wh'crein 
the City of 7.1 a mi would give to the Alton Beach 
Pealty Company, or to Carl G. Fishor, a i)ult Claim 
deed to that portion of the bo called Causeway prop
erty, purchased by the Alton Beach Fealty Company end 
Carl G. Fisher from the Trustees of the internal Im
provement Fund of the State of Florida, which was 
previously quit-claimed to the City of 1.1 ami by the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, for the 
purpose of depositing spoil in the excavating of the 
Clt£ Channel. .

Up to the present time there has been nothing 
done In connection with the fulfillment of this agree
ment and Inasmuch as it Is necessary that this point 
be clearedd up, and a o that another City Attornoy has 
been appointed, I feel that it is up to you to go before 
the City Council with the recommendation that this .'uit 
Claim be prepared and delivered without further delay .

Trusting, thorefore, that you will give this, .. 
matter your early attention and that you will communlcate 
either' with me or with Er. Fishor, reporting progress, I 
remain ■ . ’

tthTOH BIk-iUH r.r<.L'iI GO
(

, Ry
' J

.1

I

*

»

Yours sincerely, •



CARY A. HARDEE. GOVIRMOR 
KX-OFF1C1O PRMID1RT 

ERNEST AMOS. COMPTROLLIR 
J. C. LUNING. TRKASURIR 
W. A. MCRAE. COM'R ft SALUMAM 

Trustees & board of Con*u

TRUSTEES INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT FUNDR,VERSH
AND

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF EVERGLADES DRAINAGE DISTRICT

OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA.

Ootober 26» 1921.

Mr. carl o. kisher,
729 North Capitol Avenue, 
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Dear Sir:-

The land advertised in Dade County containing 
1.4 acres was sold to the Alton Beach Bealty Company 
upoxl payment of balance of §1200.00, the prioe being 
§1000.00 per acre. Mr. Brown representing your 
Company was present at the sale and I was under the 
impression that he had advised you of the result. 
The Chief Drainage Engineer is cheoking the 
description and the deed will be properly drawn 
oovering the land.

Yours very truly,



I j

Indlanapol
729 North t

s, Ind., 
Capitol Ave«

October 291

J, Stuart lewis, Secretary, j
Trustees of the Internal Improv«] Fund, 

Tallahassee, Florida«
I 
j

My dear Sir
I have your letter of th

and also your wire of the 24th, advlsd Ing 
that this 1.4 acres, or SO* strip, win tch. was
KUT ¡2T T-x— _______ *.to the Alton Beach Fealty Company fori $1,200.
uIlcXU v 11X23 X**Jt BvrCBj OX OU SuJrl£)} •»! 

omitted from tho original deed, had

I am sorry we have all hi 
trouble in getting this original dee< 
tion straightened out properly, and 
at this 
that we

time, everything will be shi 
will have no further complit

for the____
have treated our

I am

1 wish to-thank your B<?i 
eqi itable manner 1/ 
claims• < ,

fair and

COF:M
i

i so much 
and deacrlp' 
«ta in hopes 

pe ao 
s.

Yours very
THE ALTON BEACH

/»Hl thru you 
ny which they

ident.



•■-.T. • • ■ •

Indianapolis, Ind., 
729 North Capitol Ave.
October 29th, 1921,

J. Stuart Lewis, Secretary, 
Trustees of the Internal Improv. 

Tallahassee, Florida.
. . ' ' I

Fund,

My dear Sir: t
I have your letter of the 26th 

and also your wire Of the 24th, advising 
that this 1.4 acres, or 50* strip, which was 
omitted from the original deed, had bten sold 
to the Alton Beach Realty Company for $1,200.

I am sorry we have all had bo much 
trouble in getting this original deed and descrip
tion straightened out properly, and I' am in hopes 
at this time, everything will be shij-shape so 
that vie will have no further complications.

I wish to thahx. your Board thru you 
for the fair and ecp itable manner ih which they 
have treated our claims.

I am j

Yours very truly,
THE ALTON BEACH REAI’ffY CO.

CGF:M
Pre: -dent .i
’ • f ' . J

..


