Britten, Fred
A.



Mr. Kisher:

Frank Lang has written inquiring as to the exact date we want him to report
together with the roller polo teams. He states that he wants to arrange

a number of games in the worth before coming down here as a matter of training
for the men, and that it is necessary for him to know as soon as possible

so he can arrange his dates with the auditoriums up north so as.not to conflict
with the dates which they are now arranging for basket ball and other games.

1 do not know your exact plans in this matter and await your advice before
writing mr. Lang.

1 have your letter of July 21st enclosing certificate of stock for 100 shares
of the Inter-Ocean Holding company and note that you are trading Mr. Fred.
Britten of Washington 200 feet of water front north of the xiautilus in our
new subdivision for this stock, and will make entries accordingly. | am having
crown prepare maps on this new territory as rapidly as possible, but it will
be a matter of a month or so before they are conqolete or before they are in
shape to use as sales maps, it would be a difficult matter to deed this
property even by metes and bounds until Brown's men have been able to verify
a great many of their distances, and 1 would suggest that you assure Mr.
Britten that the deed will be forthcoming as soon as possible, and 1 would
suggest that we give mt. Britten no definite conveyance on the property

until we are positive that Brown's measurements are correct. Jsrrors made

by Brown's department have put us in an embarrassing position several times
before and i have pushed him on the layout of the new subdivision principally
to prevent too much haste and errors during the coming "selling season.

1 have your memorandum of the 26th acknowledging my memo of the 21st
regarding smart and his audit and | can assure you | appreciate your "vote
of confidence" more than you can realize and shall do everything in my
power to deserve it.

| have made the proper entry to take care of the checks drawn by you on ths
Miami Beach First National Bank covering Heed’s invoices in the sum of §9,000.00
and the advance to Capt. Hewes in the sum of §6,000.00. | have also received the
option or contract of sale included with your memo of the 26th and am forward-
ing today a 8570 check to the Montauk Co. and also a $ 000 check to the
Brooklyn Trus i. as Trustees of the Estate of Mar — 1 will also fol-
low these masters closely so we will no y of the benefits under these
contracts ded therein
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December 19, 1929

Mr. Carl G. Fisher,
Miami Beach, Fla.

Uy dear Carl:

Just a line to let you know that Chairman Frank *
R. Reid of the House Flood Control Committee, has introduced
a bill which favors the.adoption of the project recommended by
the Corps of Engineers of the Army in January of 1929.

This project consists of providing a channel
six feet deep and at least eighty feet wide in the Caloosahatchee
River at an estimated cost of $1,557,000; a channel six feet
deep and sixty feet wide in Taylors Creek at an estimated cost
of $58,000; and levees thirty-one feet high around Lake Okeechobee
at an estimated cost of $9,100J100; or a total estimated cost for
the entire project of $10,715,000.

Reid told me that he expected to hold hearings
some place in Florida and preferred to go to*Miami Beach. Just
how many members of his important Flood Control Committee will
go with him will of course depend upon appropriations to be
made by Congress in the near future.

I am wondering if it would be worth while to
exert yourself to get this Committee to come to Miami Beach or
even to the City of Miami and if so, just what your suggestions
along this line would be.

Please let me hear from you at your convenience,
my dear Carl, and in the meantime remember that we are thinking
of you and talking of you often and Alma joins in of love
and good wishes to you and

Yours very sincer

CC to
FAB/LL
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May 23, 1930

Mr. Carl G. Fisher,
Montauk, Long Island.

tty dear Carl:

Thanks for your nice letter of May 21st and
I am glad to see that you are once more at Montauk where
the fishing is good and the horses are ready to do the work,
to say nothing about "Skotch".

Concerning that cottage, it looks as though
I will have to spend most of ny time during the early summer
in Washington and it is barely possible that I will have to
take my Committee to the Pacific Coast for the selection of
a lighter-than-air base somewhere in California, during the
summer months, all of which makes ny intended trip to Montauk
very indefinite.

I do want to come to Montauk' but I do not
want the care and responsibility ofr.ia house on my hands when
I come so, my dear Carl, please forget the Brittens as far
as the cottage is concerned and let us hope that you can
find room for us at the hotel when we finally Hp+.prminp to
come up there for a little while.

| agree with you that | should spend more time
at Montauk this year than | did last year and this will be
my constant aim and while I won’t promise to put on a pair
overalls, you may assign me to any working man’s job that
will allow me a little time for horseback riding and surf
bathing.

It is impossible just now to indicate when
the London Treaty will be ratified but I won’t be surprised
if it isn’t concluded until next winter.
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Mr. Carl G. Fisher-page 2.

I will keep in touch with you and let you know
what our prospects are but forget the cottage and if need be
give consideration to the rigging up of a tent out near
the lighthouse where | can get a lot of this Navy stuff out
of my head.

With good wishes as always, my dear Carl, to
you and Margaret, in which Alma joins, | am



MEMORANDUM

From Mr. fisher Date September 25,1830
To mi. iIrring A. Qollins. subject
Dear Irv:

I had a long talk with Humpage the other evening.
It Beams now the Sterling Engine Oompany are interested as
they have spent #600,000 or $700,000ibr three years trying to
make a diesel and have nothing that will run satisfactorily.
However, they want to make some deal to make our engines on a
commission basis. This is very good business for them to
suggest but very poor business for us to consider and of oourse
we will not consider same, but there is a possibility we might
sell this oompany the Treiber plant.

Also we have a very good lead from the Baldwin
Company and we have a man over there now with the Baldwin Oompany.

If the 300 H.P. motors continue to run as well
as one we now have on the block, which has a governor and seems
to be working very well, we will have no trouble to dispose of
the other engines quickly- if we oan finish them up. We ought
to have a report from Humpage in a few days.

It seems that our ideas are running together,
regarding buying a oheap float. Of oourse, if we cannot get
a oheap one, we will have to get the $32,000 one. Bed and
Gill Purdy have a brother who is skilled in making floats of
this kind and | would suggest a blue print be sent him and get
him to make a bid, if Duffy has not already done so. | will
advise Duffy today to send the blue prints to Purdy and ask
his bid on the float.

Fred Britten has been here ail this week. I am

enclosing oopy of article which was placed on the front page
of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle and reoopied by The Times and will
no doubt bew- widely circulated in Ke* England and through the
West. Britten is quite active in his efforts and has not
anything Much to do for the coming season so he is going to
give considerable time to Montauk just to keep fit. He rides
a horse every day, plays golf every day, and meets different
commodores, admirals and other navy men here, also moany news
paper reporters and very influential diplomatic friends. He

is already working on a plan to take over the Roosevelt House
for a "Sea Scouts* Home and he himself can furnish the Sea
Soouts with all their equipment, whioh would be sail boats,
yaoht tenders, and all other equipment from the navy department.
This would be a great thing for our property. We expect to pull
off the Wavy.review here next season and certainly with three
or four hundred navy officers drifting around the hotel and at
the Beach the plaoe for at least a week or so should be in a
blase of glory.

OOFiT
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Novenb er 29, 1950

fir. Carl G. Fisher,
Miami Beach, Fla.

dear Carl:

Your letter of November 25th and your fine book
"Bring*em Back Alive" are at hand this morning and you may be
sure that 1 will have real pleasure in reading the book.

Your letter is interesting because you ask me to
do something over which | have been pondering for months "the
future of Montauk™.

When | see you in Miami next month, I will be
prepared to give you my opinion (whatever its value may be) on
a progressive program for Montauk and if the thing appeals to
ou at all, we will "organize" to put it across, the beginning

aving already been made by me.

The few men | have talked with who are substantially
interested at Montauk appear to be of the opinion that big things
should be doing in 1932. | think | know why they do not say 1931
i’md I Ishall be prepared to give you my best advice along this
ine also.

It is true that real estate is slow pretty generally
all over the country but that is no reason why we should lay down
at Montauk and wait for it to come back. My thought is that we can
do a lot toward bringing it back if we can agree upon the right
kind of a program of publicity, activity, salesmanship and a color-
ful presentation of the finest summer recreation grounds in the
United States.

IT hundreds of thousands of people can be brought
to Montauk for enjoyment and recreation during the months of June
to October, there ought to be ample opportunity to sell even a
small percentage of them a lot or two and | am quite convinced that
this can be done at a very, very slight expense and if you agree
with me, | am willing to undertake the job.
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It would be necessary for me to put in all of my time
with you after March 4th when Congress adjourns and a great portion
of my time prior to March 4th upon the many, many details of the
various projects.

mean

When | say "with you" | do not necessarily/with you

personally, but with your projects either at Miami or at Montauk.

| I think it is very important to you personally that
certain definite steps be made at Montauk and 1 am ready to take
off my coat for you my dear Carl, and to protect your every interest
with the same care and diligence as if | were doing the entire job
for myself*

Those who suggest that 1932 will be time enough to
"start something" at Montauk are thinking first of themselves. Let's
beat them to it by doing business in 1931.

When we leave here on December 19th do you advise that
we bring our riding togs with us?



November 29,

Mr. H. 8, Wheeler,
Ourtiea Aerooar Company
Opa Looka, Florida

Dear Mr. wheelert

The Chairman of the Board, U. 8.
Navy, is an old friend of mine, and he is going to
pay us a visit in December.

He is Interested considerably in the
Aerooar, as | gave him a ride at Montauk last summer,
and | told him at that time he would know more about
it by driving from®™ Washington to Miami Beach where he
will be my guest for at least ten days.

I want to get my Aerooar to him in Wash-
ington not later than Deoember 17th, and | want it
to go in good shape. , I particularly do riot want any
speed, or any possible aooident to happen in either
direction. At the same time, | would like to have
a driver and see if | oan get Carl Adams to aot as
a relief and be our representative to see that the
oar comes through in good shape. My driver, Dave,
is not with me anymore and the young man | have had
I was compelled to discharge the other day for keeping
one of my oars out all night, burning a bearing out
of the engine, so it is a good thing he is not on the
job.

I want to borrow one of your most conserv-
ative drivers, that has a uniform and if we oan get
Carl Adams to go along to see that the car gets there
in good shape and the party gets back in good shape,
it will be a good thing for us to happen in the Aerooar
line. !

, Mr. Britten is undoubtedly one of the most
influential men in Washington, as Chairman of the Board,
Naval Affairs. |1 am telephoning you now to see if | can
talk to you this evening to make further arrangements.
The oar should not leave here later than the morning
of the 15th. We will have the oar in good shape.

Yours very truly,

OOF5A



Movember 29, 1930

Me. H. s. wheeler,
Curtiss Aerooar Company
Opa Looka, Florida

Dear Mr. Wheeler:

The Chairman of the Board, of the U.S.
Wavy, is an old friend of mine, and he is going to
pay us a visit in December.

He is interested considerably in the
Aerooar, as | gave him a ride at Montauk last summer
and hi told



Fred Britten - <2

For your information, Keys has
had some unusually bad luck and the If _A_A. hare
a very large block of our bonds that have been
put up as collateral. Hal Talbott will be here
today, returning from Cuba, and X expect to see
him this afternoon, and in another two_or three
days will know more about what is possible for

cooperation with the W.A_A. in extensions.

I am sending you a deed for a
lot on Alton Road. X know you have had a good
many expenses in looking after some of ay various
oalls on your time. At the present time this
lot is not in great demand, but it will some
day be valuable. Two lots have been sold this
year on Alton Road for $6,000, but the demand
generally, all over the property has been sliw,
and when and as you can, X will exchange this
lot with you for anything on the Island that
looks more desirable, and of the same general
value.

A great deal depends on some aotion
in Congress for deep water situation here, and
X will appreciate any specifio advice you can give
me to help get some immediate action. We need deep
water here, If there is any place in the United States
that needs it. We have the entire city, and county
officials with us now in this plan, and all we need
is the rest of the representatives of the United
8tates Government, including yourself. .

Best regards,

Tours,

OGr-HM
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Mr. Carl G. Fisher
Miami Beach, Fla.

My dear Carls

Thanks for your good letter of November 29th and while
your letter does not say so, | hope that the Aerocar car is being
forwarded from Montauk and not from Florida.

Alma and | are looking ahead with real pleasure to a
delightful motor trip to Florida and 1t is our intention to not drive
too fast. We will undoubtedly leave Washington on the morning of
December 19th.

I had a conference with Admiral Pratt, Chief of
Operations of the Navy, this morning concerning the Atlantic Fleet
maneuvers at Fort' Pond Bay this summer and we have agreed upon the
week of August 10th to August 16th inclusive. (Which means that the
fleet will be on the job in Fort Pond Bay on Monday morning and will
not leave there until the following Sunday night or Monday morning.)

The entire Atlantic Fleet will base in and outside
of the Bay and will require an anchorage area of several miles.

> The fleet will be under the command of Vice Admiral
Arthur L. Willard who will be in Washington in a few days when the
many details concerning the fleet’s operations and activities, will
be agreed upon.

I will want the names and addresses of our important
stockholders and property owners in order that I may personally re-
quest them to serve with me on the various committees for the
entertainment of officers and men.

When 1 was young and strong like you are, my dear
Carl, I won the American Amateur Lightweight Boxing Championship in
Boston and the trophy was a silver statue of Jim Corbett, the then
professional champion, mounted ch a base of black ebony.



present this trophy to the Navy to be
by the heavyweights and retained for the
the ship of the heavyweight champion of the
thinks that they will fight like wild cats to
trophy which has been on my mind for a long time
do something like this with it, but"could never
opportunity until you and Montauk settled the problem for
me.

In order to work up interest in our games and contests
for the week, I will want boxing committees, baseball committees,
water sports committees, et cetera, composed of our best friends and
boosters. We may even invite a few outsiders in to assist in making
the week a success, if you think that this should be done.

Undoubtedly thousands of the enlisted personnel as
well as officers will want to run to New York on leave of one or
more days and the railroad company should make special rates for men
in uniform and this special rate feature will also go for our hotels
and other facilities at Montauk for the officers.

To what extent Southampton should participate is a
matter which you and I will have to talk about and later determine
upon. They will want to show some real receptions and dinners and
dances for our many officers.

I can give you a better idea of the number of officers
and men and ships that will be out there for the week after I have
talked with Admiral Willard.

I will have several officers detailed as aides for
our various committees several weeks in advance of August 10th.

All of the sports and games will be free to thousands
of spectators, unless we determine to have a few ringside seats to
be sold by or through our various committees, to pay for the actual
expense of carrying on the game. This will be a small item although
many of our friends would want to feel that they could get a front
seat even if they did come late after one of your lobster lunches.

If one of our two big airplane carriers is on the
Atlantic coast at that time, we will have it out there with the
fleet. Can you visualize this monster housing ninety planes and
. then think of all of those planes being in the air at one time, fly-
ing over several dozen warships including all of our first-line
cruisers? | want a front row seat on that bluff where you, Jack
Thomas and Bob Tyndall and | met with our horses that morning when
Hugh Davis ran away from us because Jack poked a little fun at him.

This will be the first time that the fleet maneuvers

can be observed from the land and we at least will have observation
points for a million people that week.



Carl G. Fisher—page 3

A couple of additional ferry boats could do a world
'~dusiness from New London and other mainland ports.

I think 1 should invite every owner of a big steam yacht
to be present for the week to assist me in various ways, including
the entertainment of the officers and their wives. (Many wives follow
the (I)ff)icers from one port to another and they form quite a social
circle.

I will have a news bureau that will keep every (large
or small) newspaper on both sides of the Sound informed of what is
going on in advance and we will have no trouble getting all of the
movie fellows out there for the entire week.

The question of committees is an important one. A lot
of important people should understand that they are playing a real
part in the entertainment of the Atlantic fleet.

I have more or less selected July 16th, 17th and 18th
for the reception to the Secretary of the Navy and will have this
date confirmed within the next few days. These should be three
bigkdays for yacht owners, many of whom will come back for Navy
Week.



December 11, 1930

Mr. Fred A. Britten,
House of Representatives
Washington, 3. C.

My dear Fred:

The Aerooar is ready to leave on the 12th,
taking it easy on the «ay up.

We have just finished installing a small
heater for you, in the event it is cold, or wet, or
ohilly, and you will be able to take the chill off
easily.

I am glad you arrived at the dates for the
Jiavy visit. | think your idea of presenting the trophy
ie great.

The idea of having these different comaittees
frightens me stiff. | could never get anywhere by hav-
ing_a lot of committees, and it is best to appoint a
Chairman, with one Secretary, who does ell the work.

W will have considerable work to do, and Mr. 0.5.0hese,
Jr. has served on committees for several years, we can
have hits there ae Chairman, and then probably if you have
one good man to help Qhase, the rest of the Committees
can smoke cigarettes end talk to the ladies.

1 don’t think | would, consider charging anything
at this time, although It might be desirable to take thiB
matter up later, we oan easily have observation -jointe
for the million of people you refer to. That is perfect.
The place is a perfeot grandstand ae you know. | am in
hopes that wc cn, by that time, have somebody take over
the two large buildings we have on the water front, and
get them straightened up In such shape so an to seat a
lot of people on that date.

/in Invitation coming from you to owners of large
speed yachts would oarry a lot of weight, »ill talk this
thing over with you when you come down.

Yours,



Deoember 24, 1930

Mr. Roy 0. Chapin,
Hudson Motor Car Company
Detroit, Michigan

My dear Roys

While we have five Hudsons and Essex
in the garage, we have®"nt had a ohanoe yet
to put an Aerocar on an Essex, as | am still
running the first Hudson six, which has now
past 32,000 miles, and all of this time been
pulling the Aerocar.

I just sent this Aerooar to Washington
last week, and brought Congressman Britten
and his wife from Washington to Miami Beach, *
giving them a very wonderful trip, with the
exception of one quite rainy day.

I have been under the impression that
the new Hudson is a very sweet running oar,
and has a very smooth motor, but at the same
time, | have been under the impression that
the old six for Aerooar work is stronger. |
don’t see how any car could stand up better
than the six that | have. | will be glad to
have you try it out when you come.

I know that you oan’t help being in-
terested in this bus matter. The outfit can
be built and sold against any competitor in
the field, and easily out-perform anything
I have seen. >

Hope to see you soon.

Yours,



January 30th 1933

Hon, Fred A. Britten.
House of Representatives,
Waehingtoh, D.O.

X have yours Of the 37th.

X don"t want Alma and you to show
up here for a least ten days.

I will be able to get off to you
the latter part of next week n splendid bunch
of very fine Briefs, and you can use theae as
you judgement telle you, where they will be to
the best advantage.

Ex-Governor Cox of Dayton plane
to come on for us at the proper time, and do
what he can for us In Washington. Don’t you
this would be a good idea to have him come on?

This brief will recite to you some
real facts that will astound you, < the faot that
Miami fcs First and aeoond among all the cities
in America, as an airport and as a Steamship
connection with foreign countries, | know will
surprise youj the number of passengers we handle
will surprise you.

wo are going to have one hundred
very influential men here from all parts of the
United States to personally take this matter up
with their Oongreosmen and Senators, and when 1
say we are going to have this done. X am going to
assure you that .X am going to see the letters
written and the stamps put on them. Xn faot X
believe we are going to put the strongest push for
general assistance back of this bill that has ever

been put forward by any community.
Best wishes,

Yours,

OGF-HM 0. G. FISHER



February 19th 1932.

Hon. Fred A. Britten,
House of Representatives,
Washington, £.0.

My dear Fred:
X have yours of the 9th.

X hope you have more success in
patching your political fences than | have in
holding up ay financial fenoes.

By this time you have had copies of
our Brief on the harbor, and sooner or later of
course this job must be done for the general
benefit of this part of the country, and at suoh
time as it is done, the affaire of the Penn
Terminal will work out 0.K.

We have a magnificent location
for Mr. Sheldon dark, of the Sinolair Oil
Company. 1| am enclosing herewith a letter X
have written to Mr. dark to you for forwarding
as X do not know his definite address.
I was in hopes you and Alma could
run down, as there are some points X wanted to
talk to you about regarding Montauk. Xts a oertainty
that we cannot meet the bonds in May, and our season
is so bad here that we are a million dollars shy
in receipts that we had every reason in the world
to expeot.

It may be a good plan for you to
seriously oonsider being appointed Receiver for
the Company in May. if it can be so arranged,
at least X would like to talk to you about it, and
X hope you will have a chance to fly down for a
few days.

Xt looks like X was booked to be
in New York on Maroh 4th, on a law suit with old
Hoffman. Perhaps | could arrange to meet you at
that time.



\ / May 32nd 1933.

Hon. Fred A. Britten,
House of Representatives,
Washington, p.0.

Dear Fred:

The new "homestead"™ law, exempting houses costing
85,000 or less from taxes, has passed the Senate,

and will be voted on by the people.

X am sire, if ratified, this will be one ofthe best
laws ever passed in the State of Florida.

ifo, 0<9 >
There are probably eir or oovon thousand people north
of the Ohio River, and east of Denver, who are retired,
or semi-retired, and have an Inoome sufficient to
support themselves in their declining years, where
taxes are eliminated.

Several States are going to arrive at this plan,

in my estimation, within the next two or three years,
Texas has been considering the plan for the past

three years, and have been doing some serious work

on the subject, also California, and | don"t Just

at this minute remember the other States, but almost
all the western States and a great many Northern States
have a great deal of land that would be much more
valuable to the State, if exempted from taxes, and set-
tled on by residents building small homes, than the
land would be under the present conditions.

We have been working for practioally two years on a
design of a small house that is Ffireproof, tornado pxoeff,
and the last word in complete sanitary construction,

that we could soil to retired business men or ex-Army
officers, school teachers, ministers, and others who
want a small,home, where they could live outdoors

a big part of the year, and help support themselves

with small gardens, with a very reasonable prioe of

a few hundred dollars an acre of ground, and in 30me
locations only 825.00 or 830.00 for an acre of ground.

These steel and asbestos houses can be built from
»1,000 up to as much as 810,000. We expect in the
near future to have a complete line of samples of
these houses constructed here at Mia&i Beach.



Hon. Fred A. Britten * ;%

The process of building is not at all new, as there are
at this time more than fifty million dollars wolth of
buildings constructed of this same material in the
United States. The Administration Building in Chicago
is the last large and important building to be built
from these materials.

The steel used is ooppar bearing and rust proof;

the floors are cement on steel girders with polished
surfaces, if wanted, making a coupletc and powerful
imitation of Cuban tile In colors.

The construction throughout is of the very highest type,
using the same windows and doors that are used iIn the
Ffinest office buildings in the United States, also the
same hardware.

These buildings Uecessarilx cost a small advance,over
wooden construction, but thooe buildings will be"complete
and practically without deterioration for many years
after wooden buildings have entirely disappeared.

It is part of the plan of our Company to insure these
buildings against tornados, fire, or any other destruc-
tion, not wilful, for S10.00 a year.

There must be more than one thousand prominent architects
at this time, working on this problem.

My company has already constructed a sample house at
Montauk, within a few hundred feet of the ocean front,
We have a small sample building here at Miami Beech
that has been built for five years, and left open,
subject to the elements.

Haturally Improvements are coining very fast In the minor
details of fastenings and partition work. One vary
splendid feature of this type of construction Is that
there will be no piping or wiring underneath the house.
It is unnecessary to have plastering on the Walls,
unless of a more highly decorative type, as used on the
walls for decorative purposes only.

It is a Governmental law now in some places for all
plumbing and wiring to be exposed. This iIn itself is

a great protection in insurance, in even wooden buildings
or semi-wooden construction.



Mr. Fred A. Britten — #3

The most expensive and beauti#ful buildings non being
constructed in all parts of the country, have a very
large pert of exposed plumbing in the construction.
30*
We suggest-there-is le.3s than fifteen feet of pining
underneath the house, and this is heavy oast iron
piping, which under ordinary conditions should last
for one hundred years, without deterioration, or main*
tenanoe oosts.

The fabrication of small houses, and even larger siswd

houses is not new. T Sears Raebuc# Company for years
have sold thousands of 1 houses in all parts of the
United States and South and the writer purchased
ten of these houses more th ten years ago fr m the
Soars Roetuck Company, and e they are only semi-fire
proof, they are substantia s and passed through

the reoent hurricane with damage than many

houses that we have const cted, c ingas tauoh *as
seven, eight and ten tin as much as these small
fabricated houses.

We are designing a small houoe of four tooms that oan
be taken apart and hauled on a ten ton truck from one
looation to another, without damage to the sections.

I enolose you a preliminary pamphlet on this sub3ect
I expeot to have® a more completed catalogue within
the coming weeks

Yours,
CARL G. FISH R

OGF-W-
Enclosure.



