Balloons



UNITED STATES ARMY BALLOON SCHOOL
FORT OMAHA. NEBRASKA

March 9, 1917.

Mr. Carl G, Fisher,
Care Aero Club of America,
New York City, N. Y.

Dear Sir;-

Allow me to bring to your attention paragraph 37 of the National De-
fense Act passed by Congress last June, which provides for reserve officers
as a part of each arm, corps, and department of the regular army.

There is inclosed herewith a copy of General Orders No. 55, War Depart-
ment, 1916, which describes in some detail the application of the National
Defense Act to the Aviation Section, Signal Corps. This General Order was
drafted before the organization of the balloon division last November, but
it is expected that the order will be amended before long to include balloon
personnel.

It will be seen from the inclosure that officers of the Reserve Corps
are expected to serve 15 days each year during field maneuvers, and that
the President may call officers of this class to active service at any time
only with their consent and provided appropriations are available for their
pay; he may call them into active service without their consent in case of
war or when war is imminent. Upon being called to active service, the re-
serve officers have the same status including rank, pay, and allowances as
officers of the regular army; they are expected to provide themselves with
uniforms and equipment pertaining to their grade, and may wear them on all
appropriate occasions.

Ao you already hold a pilot certificate of the F. A. 1. for spherical
balloons, there would be no necessity for elementary training as outlined
in G. 0, 55 so that upon passing the physical examination it is probable that
the War Department would issue a commission as reserve officer and arrange
for active service at some convenient time with a view to extending your
present knowledge of ballooning to include the organization and training
of balloon companies, the rapid inflation and maneuvering of Kite type captive
balloons, and military instruction in general.

In case you are interested in this matter and would like a commission
in the Balloon Division of the Signal Officers' Reserve Corps, it is sug-
gested that you submit application to the Chief Signal Officer of the Army
on the form inclosed, setting forth your experience in ballooning and asking
for commission in this service. It is not necessary to await the revision of
General Orders 55, W. D,

Very truly yours

2 encl. Captain,Signal Corps



Miami, Florida,
March 28th, 1917«

Mr. Henry souther, Chief signal Offioer,
United states Angy,
»ashington, D. 0O«

Wear dir t

1 wired you today regarding the possibility of a Government
Aviation school at Indianapolis s It has occurred to mo that in addition
to the regular by-plane or mono-plane ty;> of vx>rk, that it might be neces-
sary for you to have a signal balloon corp established, We already have
in the Indianapolis Motor speedway a 6" gas main aonneotod with the Gas
Company in the City, which was installed five years ago. Shis main cost
us ¢10,000 : and we have filling valves and stations for as many as
fifteen balloons that can be filled at one time.

we have several highly trained aeronauts in Indianapolis and
we would like very much to establish immediately a corp for signal balloon
work in addition to tlie engine power craft school« Be have practically
everything necessary with the exception of two hangars. Our large hangar
which was 60 x 400 foot long burned two yoars ago, with a loss of five
balloons, one dirigible end two by-planes.

| have temporarily made arrangements with Mr. IL. Kantner who is
just back from the other side and who is now operating 8 flying boat here
in the city, to come to Indianapolis and finish giving me instructions and
to give me assistance in getting a school started« | examined some of the
aviation schools and grounds in ¢jarose and | think we should have at
Indianapolis the following outfit at once »

5 complete Curtiss machines.
6 extra Curtiss engines.
15}j of miscellaneous xiarts.
i'ermiesion and credit from tlie Government to build two hangars
60 x 200 feet, of frame work, to cost a proximately ;6000 oaoh.

As stated, we have the field, water, lights, telephone, roads,
transportation, ¢&B main, and experienced men to handle the outfit. If
the Government wishes a balloon corp, we should havo authority to order
three (3) 40,000 cubic foot balloons at an approximate cost of ;1200 each,
and a miscellaneous ox.enso account of possibly ,-10,000 for inriediate
expenses in connection with the work, such as the purchase of additional
equipment, parte, etc.

She Indianapolis Motor Speedway grounds will bo offered to the
Government without charge, and the writer will be very glad to serve as
manager of the Indianapolis outfit without charge.

) lours very truly.
Oei'»B



March 29th, 1920,

Mr, 3. Bobo Dean,
Miami Metropolis,’ - o
Miami, Florida.

Dear Mr. Dean t

I am now figuring with the Aero Club of America on having, next
year, a Panr-American Aerial Darby, and one to be held every Winter, . The
Oomretitors in this Derby will etart from Miami either in Hovember, December or
January each year and fly to Cuba, then to Guatemala, then to rnrama and across
the Isthmus to Columbia, Eouadoa, Feru, Chile, and from there cither across
Argentine or by another route to be decided to 3uenos Aires, Argentine, then
to Uruguay, Edo de Janiero, 3raail, ‘emambuoo, and along the Coast to Gulna,
Venezuela, than across the Oarribbean Sea to Porto Elco, Solti, Cuba and back
to the United states.

This is a oontest that we oy all means wan: to secure, in fact, we
want to secure everything of this kind out of ~lami that we oan - everything
that will place Miami as a center of activity in the Winter tine for everything
in the air, boat racing, international Polo, Golf, Tennis, Swimming, Qto. It
takes considerable money to give the proper assistance to all of these various
affairs as they come up, and our companies over here oannot do this al>ne.
Wouldn’t it be possible for the City of Hiatal or the County to have a Fund of ,
at least thirty or forty thousand dollars annually, which could be handled by
a comltte of, say, five men and devoted to such things as Aerial Derbys, etc,
tliat will give international publicity to Miami, and get more advertising for
Miami, ton times over, than you could possibly secure with $500,000,00 used in
newspapers and magazines ?

i ,
Write me and tell me what you think can be uono. The publicity that
Miami is already gaining as a Winter sporting resort is doing wonders - but we
have to have some money to help out these various enterprises - and all of
the people reoeive the benefit.

I enclose you a letter. Please read it and return. If Miami could
start right in, and, say, if we, could donate $25,000 to this first fund this
first year, 1 am satisfied that we could land this contest for. Miami, and
the publicity we wo ild get out of it would be enormous as compared to our
oosts, In this particular instance - we will guarantee $12,500 from the
Beach, if the City of Miami will guarantee $12,500.

Ee have already started and our laying our plans to complete a
landing fiel® for aeroplanes, a hangar and a landing for seapianos and a
hangar for dirigibles - and within the ne t five years it will be possible



»e. 8. Bobo Jean. #2. March 23th, 1920.
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to take eltter a soaplano, an airplane or a dirigible from herﬁ].to
Havana, frdm iH'«_t'dﬁNassau, or from here tb Jacksonvilte,' 1a
mode of transportation la earning very faat - and this is a golden
opportunity for Miami to beoome ldentified in ths early stages with
this advanced movement, and,particularly to have facilities to offer
mthe big transportation ooigpanlea and the big contests during the
Winter months” i

Kindly let sb tear from you.

Yours very truly.



AEROPLANES—MY OWN DESIGN

CIENTIFICALLY made, guaranteed. Motors, rotal
S and vertical. Propellers Castings, Turnbuckles—all
parts for Aeroplanes and Airships. Furnish Balloons, Air-
ships and Aeroplanes for State Fairs and Exhibitions.

PRICES REASONARLE. Years of Experience
of the Practical Kind That Means Success.

BUILDER OF BALLOONS

ICHICAGO, largest in the world; Indiana, holding U. S

record, 49 hours, if minutes; Hoosier, world’s record 8
passengers; Indlanapolls world’s record, 40,000 cubic feet;
Louise, Columbia, Kathleen, Humming Bird, Swallow, Mid-
get. Builder of Indlanapolls Star, largest airship in the
United States, capacity 100,000 cubic feet.

All Balloon Equipment in Stock. Prices on Application.

G. L. BUMBAUGH

- DESIGNER, CONSTRUCTOR AND OPERATOR OF

All ©ypea nf Arrtal (flrafta

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

MY EXHIBITIONS SATISFY | I NOW BOOKING FOR NEXT SEASON

Dear i'riend Jisher:-
Beod’your letter of tiie 29th and am nucich interested,J
would like to talk with you as soon as convenient.

Noticed your letter in the News 01' recent date,and what you
said regarding formation 01' private company, i’elieve myself .in position
to be of material assistance in. case you arramge to go ahead.

Had been thinking of writing you for several days,as | nave been
trying 10 keep abreasi ol' tile times,as near as circumstances will permit

Have very i'avorable propcsition to [’.scuss,aii'i if interested woud
like to hear irou Ou if you care to Lake the matter up at this time.

The oriportunity is surely at hand to do things in the aeriel line

Sincerely
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April 9th, 1917.

tir. Goorge 1. Bumbaugh,
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Dear Georgle :

Replying to yours of reoent date : | haven't
any companies to promote and nothing to sell - and | want
you to keep your mouth absolutely closed regarding any
plans that 1 may mention to you.

My prinolpal effort will be to lend such services
as 1 can to the Government, without charge i of course
1 realize that | will have to make arrangements to pay
men of your calibre for your work, but don’t get mixed up
on the idea that this is a promoting soheme.

Yours very truly.
CGFjR



jcarph 29th, 1917.

Mr. George L. Bumbaugh,
Indianapolis,

I am making an .'ipplloation to got an
Aviation School in Indianapolis and | think | am
going to sucoeed - and if bo, 1 will have a Job for
you in both division», tho balloon corp and the flying
squad.

Jay nothing about thia until, 1 hoar from

the Government. Will be hon» about the 20th of April.

" Yours very truly,
0GJ:B
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DISTRIBUTORS FOR

Curtiss Aeroplane 8 Motor Cor poration

Novenber 29, 1919.

Allison Experimental Company,
Speedway,
Indianapolis, Ind.

Attention Carl G. Fishefo.
Dear Sir:

Some time ago the wvriter called your office
on the teiphone in regard.to information concerning
Aero Cluh of Indiana. You put me in connection with
Mr. Flaherty and Mr. Collins, hut 1 find that they
are members of the Hoosier Aero Club, not the Aero
Club of Indiana.

The Aero Club of Indiana was incorporated
February 19, 1909 and the directors for the first
year were Carl G. Fisher, Goethe Dink, Russe J. Irvin,
R. H. Hassler, and B. Wycliff Twyman. As far as
I can learn from any information | can obtain, this
Corporation is practically dead and | understand the
live Aero Club of Indianapolis is the Hoosier Aero
Club. However | wish you would refer this letter to
some member of the old Aero Club of Indiana and request
that he. give me at once such information in regard to
this Club as he can.

We intend to either incorporate a head organ-
ization in Indianapolis with which to affiliate Aero
Clubs throughout the State, or becojne affiliated with some
Cpub now in existence. We wish to know whether there
would be any possibility of either re-organizing the
Aero Cpub of Indiana or having the old Club dropped
and a ne7 one of the same name incorporated.

Yours veiy truly,
KOKOMO AVIATION COMPANY

BY. SEO’Y .
WMF:MGS <7



December 12th, 1919,

Kokomo Aviation Company,
Kokomo, Indiana.

Gentlemen : <

Replying to yours of recent date s | was
formerly the President of the Aero Club of Indiana.
Zs far as | know, the Club is out of existence and
you are welcome to the title if you ant to use it.
Any necessary papers that you want me to sign, transferring

the title to you, 1 will be glad to do so.

fours very truly,



Curtiss-Indiana Company :

FORMERLY

DISTRIBUTORS FOR
Curtiss Aerop-lare & Motor Corporation

January 5, 1220.

Carl G. liaier,
Miami, Fla.

Dear Mr. Fisher:

Your letter of recent date received and. | have ;0 ne
into the matter pretty thoroughly from this end. We believe that
it will simplify matters a great deal if we can simply become
members of your present organization ( the Aero Club of Ind.iana)
then if we call a meeting of the Board of Directors, such members
as are interested in putting it thru, can be elected as officers
and directors. Personally, if there are enough other members
who will gush the organization, we would rather not be connected
officially. However, rather than ha ve the Club be idle, we
will take an active interest as directors and officers and push
it to the best of our ability You understand, of course, we have
no idea of profit connected wit this in any way, excc.t from
the sales which we will get thru our company (Curtii Indiana
Company, formerly Kokoi..c Aviation Company), owing to the increased
interest in aviation thruout the State, "/e are ready to start
at once 1ii organizing clubs in as many of the smaller towns of the
State as possible, but we must have scire head organization for *
these clubs t. be affiliated with and the name, Aero Club of
Indiam, is the one we want if possible.

I thoroughly believe, Mr. Fisher, that if you will
remain in the Club, say as its President, we would have much less
trouble in organising and putting the Club or. its, feet. If we do
not go at it In this way, It will be necessary to have the present
Board of Directors meet and dissolve the organization., notice of
the dissolution would have to bo filed in the Secretary of State's
office at Indianapolis and also in the County Clerk's office at
Marion County, then after filing these notices we could go ahead
and organize and incorporate a new club. As this would take a much
longer time and would not a.ccmylish cur pur.cse nearly sc well,
as to have the old Cpub revived, if you are willing to allow us
to f']oin and also for you to remain in the Club as its President,
or hold whatever office you may be elected to by the Board of
Directors, 1 wish you would write me _t once, telling me just
whij<tr'-<is necessary for us to do in order to beccme members. fte are
anxious to get to work at once as it will soon be our flying season
»gain and we want to get this missionary work cut of the way before
the season commences.

Very truly yours,

W MGS Sec'yY  cuKTisb-india:



v January 12th, 1920.

Mr. W. H. Ragley,
r Curtiss-Indiana Company,
Kokomo, Indiana.

Dear Sir s *

Replying to yours of the 5th ¢+ | already
have too many duties in a great many clubs - and nhile
| appreciate the courtesy of asking mo to romaln as President
of the Indiana Aero Club, 1 cannot accept these added respon-

sibilities and burdenB.

Yours vory truly,



March 29th, 1920.

Mr. S. Bobo Dean,
Miami Metropoll*,
Miami, Florida.

hear Mr. Dean :

1 am now figuring with the Aero Club of America on having, next
year, a Fan-American Aerial Derby, and one to be held every Winter.  The
competitors In thia Derby will start from Miami either in Hovember, December or
January each year and fly to Cuba, then to Guatemala, then to Panama and across
the Isthmus to Columbia, Equadoe, Peru, Chile, and from there either across
Argentine or by another route to be decided to Buenos Aires, Argentine, then
to Uruguay, Bdo de Janiero, Brasil, Pemambuoo, and along the Coast to Gulna,
Venezuela, then across the Carribbean Sea to Porto Rico, Haiti, Cuba and back
to the United States.

This Is a contest that we by all means want to secure. In fact, we
want to secure everything of this kind out of faiami that we can - everything .
that will place lliami as a center of activity In the Winter time for everything
in the air, boat racing, International Polo, Golf, Tennis, Swimming, etc. It
takes considerable money to give the proper assistance to all of these various
affairs as they come up, and our companies over here cannot do this aline.
Wouldn't It be possible for the City of Miami or the County to have a Fund of
at least thirty or forty thousand dollars annually, which could be handled by
a committe of, say, five men and devoted to such things as Aerial Derbys, etc,
that will give international publicity to Miami, and get more advertising for
Miami, ten times over, than you oould possibly secure with $500,000.00 used in
newspapers and magazines ?

Write me and tell me what you think can be done. The publicity that
Miami is already gaining as a Winter sporting resort is doing wonders - but we
have to have some money to help out these various enterprises - and all of
the people receive the benefit.

I enclose you a letter. Please read it and return. If Miami could
start right in, and, say, If we could donate $25,000 to this first fund this
first year, | am satisfied that we could land this contest for Miami, and
the publicity we would get out of it would be enormous as compared to our
costs. In this particular instance - we will guarantee $12,500 from the
Beach, if the City of Miami will guarantee $12,500.

we have already started and our laying our plans to complete a
landing field for aeroplanes, a hangar and a landing for seaplanes and a
hangar for dirigibles - and within the ne..t five years it will be possible



Mr. 8. Bobo Bean. #2. March 29to, 1920.

to take either a seaplane, an airplane or a dirigible from here to
Havana, from here to Massau, or from here to Jacksonville. Thia
mode of transportation ia coming very fact - and thia is a golden
opportunity for Miami to become identified in the early stages with
this advanced movement, and particularly to have facilities to offer
the big transportation companies and the big oontesta during the
Winter months.

Kindly let me hear from you.



Miami, Florida.
Dear'Mr. Dean :

The Aero Olub of America have seleoted tho
Indianapolis Kotor Speedway for the Gordon Bennett
International Balloon Hace - the 23rd of October, this

year.

Tours very tolly,

CGFsB



April 7th, 1920.

Dear Mr. Seiterilng :

I haven’t heard from you for some time in regard
to the progress of the Dirigible Lino. Won”t you drop

me a note and tell me «hat you have in mind ?



.Dear Mr. Seiberling :
I haven’t heard from you for some time in regard

to the progress of the Dirigible Lino. Won’t you drop .

me a note and tell me what you have in mind ?

Yours very truly.

CG?:8



S

rill you loan me your two large books of clippings on
illoon and Auto stunt? X will take good care of them. ......

,to successfully pull off this ope big stunt and. then | gm
mto take a day Off.



AEROPLANES —MY OWN DESIGN

CIENTIFICALLY made, guaranteed. Motors, rotal
S and vertical. Propellers Castings, Turnbuckies—al
parts for Aeroplanes and Airships. Furnish Balloons, Alr
ships and Aeroplanes for State Fairs and Exhibitions.

PRICES REASONABLE. Ytart of Experience
of th* Practical Kind That Meant SUOOES88

BUILDER OF BALLOONS

/CHICAGO, largest in the world; Indiana, holding U. S.

record, 49 hours, 25 minutes; Hoosier, world’s record. 8
passengers: Indianapolis, world’s record, 40,000 cubic feet;
Louise, Columbia, Kathleen. Humming Bird, Swallow, Mid-
get: Builder of Indianapolis Star, largest airship in the
United States, capacity 100,000 cubic feet.

All 1Alloon Equipment in Stock. Pricet on Application.

G. L. BUMBAUGH

1 DESIGNER, CONSTRUCTOR ANO OPERATOR OF

All SgpFB nf Arridi (grafia

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA
MY EXHIBITIONS SATISFY : NOW BOOKING FOR NEXT SEASON

Apr-18-1920.

Mr.Carl G.Fisher,
Miami,Fla.

Dear Friend Carlf
I want to present to Mr.Willys of the Overland CO,
my plan to carry an Overland Car from Central Park New York City,to San Fran-
cisco Iin a big Dirigible Balloon,My plan is to stop in all the principal cities
en rout,and carry a news paper representative,from each city to the next.

I have all the details worked out for this stunt and every time | think
of it as the master feat that will enable me to secure greatest publicity for
the least expenditure,the better it looks. You see | would expect to spend a
few days in each city and only flying when weather conditions were favorable,
eliminating the handicap of bad weather entirely.

I wish you were here that 1 could talk with you and give you the details,
but I do not want you to explaine in any manner what I want to do,but I want you
to send me a letter of introduction to Mr.Willys so worded in your own way and
to your own liking,but with enough interest and zeal on your part,that he can
not In courtesy to you,refuse to give me an audience,and that is all | want for
what X have to offer will take care of its self.

I will appreciate your favor very much if you will send me this letter
immediately as | wish to get busy at once.

I noticed by the papers that you secured the International Balloon Race
for the Speedway,If | can help you in any way let me know.

I still have mjr big new balloon and may contest for entry in the”race
Would you care to have my balloon ascend from the Speedway R”ce Day;

With Kindest Regards,

t

838 West Drive,Woodruff/Place
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The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Gompany

Mr Carl G Fisher
Miami Beach, Florida

Dear Ma Fisher:

At last | have something definite to give you regarding the Miami-
Havaira Airline project« tfy prolonged silence very regrettably has
been forced upon me due to the necessity of waiting the outcome of
certain plans and developments before taking this matter up with
you further.

Each week for the past month 1 have hoped to receive the particular
news that would enable me to write to you, but only today am | at
liberty for the first time to give you that news, namely, that we
have just succeeded in closing negotiations for a French Chalais-
Meudon Airship of 320,000 cu ft capacity. We are very fortunate

in being able to get this ship, inasmuch as it is the sane size of
ship as our Type U B, the dirigible we were planning on building

for the flying on the Havana Air Line, and inasmuch as we can get
it in time to operate it sufficiently in advance of the coming winter
season sevas- to be fully prepared to operate the line between Miami
and Havana starting with the rush winter season. This would be im-
possible to do. if we had to wait on the production of our Type U B
Alirship. I am therefore wiring you as follows:

"We expect to operate a twenty passenger airship between
Akron and Detroit next fall for purpose of demonstrating
practicability inter-city airship service. This ship can
then be flown to Miami for permanent service between Miami
and Havana starting with winter season".

Within the next week or so we expect to start production on a
180,000 cu ft airship similar to the type U A mentioned in our cata-
logue with the main exception that it will be equipped with a closed
passenger car rather than an open military oar. We intend to estab-
lish a regular scheduled service between Akron and Detroit for this
ship, at first carrying only mail and express, and later, after we
have a successful period of operation behind us, to take on passengers.
As this will be our first commercial airship line we purposely chose
to start off with the 180,000 cu ft size of ship rather than a larger
one, inasmuch as we have built a great many ships of this size and
have had considerable experience in flying and handling.

By the time the 320,000 cu ft French ship is assembled in our hangar
and ready for operation,our trained Detroit crews will be ready to
graduate to this larger size ship. After we have operated the larger
ship successfully for a month or so, we will then be in position to

say with assurance that we can start your Miami-Havana line and operate

PRICES SUBJCCT TO CHANGE without notice
1.0 CONTRACT VAUD UNLESS IN WRITING AND SIGNED BY AN EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THIS COMPANY



me*

#2
Mr Carl G Fisher 4-29-20

it safely and efficiently.

Our idea is that we would fly the 320,000 cu ft ship south as

soon as there would be a hangar at either Miami or Havana ready

to receive it. In case the capital interested in this project
would decide to put a hangar at Miami instead of a mooring mast,
we then could also ship the 180,000 cu ft Detroit ship to Miami fDr
pleasure cruising service around Miami. This ship could carry from
sixteen to twenty passengers on short sightseeing excursions, such
as out to Bimmini and back, but would not be quite large enough for
a'round trip service to Havana. In the meantime, as soon as Mr

R H Upson, our Chief Aeronautical Engineer, returns from Europe,

we could start production on our 320,000 cu ft Type U B ship, so
that you would have a sister dirigible to operate with the French
ship before the close of the winter.

Such is the general plan of procedure we have in mind. | have out-
lined our ideas only in a general way in this letter, but if they
appeal to you | shall be glad to furnish you all the detailed infor-
mation you will need in getting a thorough understanding of the
whole project.

I presume that you will want me to keep Mr Rompf posted as to dev-
elopments and so am sending him a copy of this letter. 1 shall be
glad to furnish Mr Rompf and others you may designate with all the
information that we will collect and prepare in connection with this
project.

I know that you are very loyal to Miami as an "all the year around"
residence place, but regardless of whether the weather is hot down
there now or not, | should think you would be coming North soon —
at least in time to be at Indianapolis for the big sweep stakes.

If you will let me know when you expect to be in Indianapolis | shall
be glad to make a special trip over in order to fully explain all

our plans to you.

With kindest regards.

Yours very truly,

WPS-MK



Bay 4th

Mr. Villard, P. Seiberling, «
Goodyoar TIr<x& Rubber Company,
' >1 w—. X  Akron, Ohio*

Dear ar* seiberling

I have yours of the 20th and the news, Indeed,
18 very good. I haven*t'any doubt at all but that your
tw_ent%/ Passen er ship will operate to full capacity every
trip between here and Havana

I anr coning North about the 15th of May and «ill
be there,probably the re3t of the Sumer - and me of the
First tiings | would like to do le to go over to Akron and
see what you are doing*

*

_ Sinoe you sere here we have cleared over 200-aorai
of the palmettos and stumps and we are getting this plowed
and planted in para-grass, so that we will have & splendid
field of 200-acres where you saw the ckruba and swamps.

) I am not very optimistio regarding any financial
assistance from Miami - in fact, just now | am working over-
time trying to finance my own plans here that ©all for the
expenditure of a great deal of money in order to complete
our program, whioh includes the Hotel, the Street Car Line
about 30 miles of roads, and some 20 residences rangm% 1

rice from $15,000 to $100,000.00 each. You oan see tha
have a regular job on my hands.

I will be very glad, however, to talk all these
matters over fully with you, after about the 20th of May.

Yours very truly
CGFR



The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Cpmpany

Akron, Ohio May 14, 1920

1fr Carl G Fisher
Indianapolis, Indiana

Dear Mr Fishers

1 am glad to knew that you want to came over to Akron to discuss
with us the plans for the Miami-Havana Airship Line, inasmuch as
we can go into the details of the matter muoh better here than if
1 came over to Indianapolis«

Instead of ooming over around the 20th, however, 1 would suggest that
you wait until about the first or second week in June, at which time
we will have an airship inflated at our air station and possibly will
be able to give you a ride. Right new our hangar is empty and there
would not be much for you to see in the way of balloon activity if
you came over.

In ny letter of April 29 | said that “within the next week or so we
expect«* to start production an a 180,000 ou ft airship™. | purposely
said’we expeot to start production* far certain plans pending made it
necessary« These plans developed in such a way that we decided to
postpone the construction of this Bhlp for some time, so we shall have
to forget about the possibility of using it for pleasure cruises
around Miami during the coming winter«

The big 320,000 ou ft ship, however, is on its way from Franco and
we ought to be able to start inflating it by the middle of June.
When we get it operating between Akron and Detroit you surely must
come over and make the trip«

If you deoide not to come to Akron until some time in June,l shall
probably see you in Indianapolis at the time of the Big Eases on
May 31.

Yours very truly,’

WPS-MK Ass’t Mgr - Aeronautica De

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANCE WITHOUT NOTICE
NO CONTRACT VAMO UNLESS IN WRITINC ANO SIGNED BY AN EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THIS COMPANY



Hr. tflllard P. Seiberling,
Goodyoar Tire & Rubber Company
Akron, Ohio.

L% dear litw Gelherling *

I have yours of tho 14th. | shall bo gflad to
cons over boss tine la early June anti talk to you about
the airships. I tun terribly sorry that we are not

going to have one in Kiani this Inter. Jo have had
about 260 men walking very hard on the northern pert
of the property. ‘/his is all cleared and now being
planted la para-grass, and we oertainly sould offer you
a most wonderful landing field.

I enoloao you herewith 4 Guest Passes, whioh
will get you aoross the Traok an Raoe Day and around
where the rotors are. X presume you will be Interested

in getting near, these little follows. |

Yours Tory truly,



The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company

Last year through your kindness 1 was able to see the races from the
pits and from the pressmen’s stand*

I am going to be on hand for the races this year ani though | am properly
taken care of as regards a box, | am wondering if you might not be able
to get either a pitman’s pass or a pressman’s pass.for me.

I remember last year | found it so nsich more interesting viewing the race
from the inside of the track where 1 oould be close to the pits and walk
around listening to the newspaper men talk that | scarcely used ray

box seat.

I know the day of the race will be an impossible day for a business inter
view, but I am hoping that | will chance to see you, inasmuch as | have
several things to tell you in which you will be interested. However,
regardless of how much I get to tell you in Indianapolis, the best plan
is for you to come to Akron as soon as we get a ship flying,at which
time you not only may be able to get a flight but also oan go into the
details of the Miami-Havana Line in a thorough manner.

In this connection ycu might plan to come to Akron for Saturday and
Sunday June 19 and 20, upon which days we are planning to formally
open our Air Station to the publio for passenger oarrying work. We
expect to be able to giire the public rides in airships, Kkite balloons
and free balloons as a regular thing throughout the summer, charging
for these flights just as you would charge for them in Miami.

I hope that I may liave the good fortune to see you either Sunday
or Monday.

Yours sincerely,

Ass’t Mgr - Aeronautica Dept

WFS-MK
Die 5-25

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
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The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company

Ahron, Ohio June 17j 1920

Mr Carl G Fisher
Indianapolis, Indiana

My dear Mr Fisher:
When | was in Indians/i believe | told you that we were expecting to

formally open our flying field to the public the latter part of this
month and that the occasion of the opening of the field would be a
good time for you to come to Akron, inasmuoh as there would be con-
siderable flying going on out at the field.

For certain reasons it has been found advisable to change our plans
in regard to these public flights so that it may be some time before
I can advise you definitely regarding them.

Similarly 1 can give you no definite information as to when we will

receive and start inflating our French Chalais-Meudon Airship. 1| am
sending you under separate cover four photos which will give you an

idea of the size of this ship and the appearance of its oar. This

car was designed for military purposes and therefore is not equipped
with comfortable accommodation for passengers, but we believe it is

admirably suited for carrying mail and express, and with oertain al-
terations we believe it can be made to accommodate passengers very

comfortably. For permanent passenger service, however, we believe

it will be advisable to construct a special passenger car with com-

fortable appointments for twenty or twenty-five passengers.

Under spearate oover | am also sending you several pictures of our
Pony Blimp and a photo of our Pony Blimp hangar.

We believe this ship is of real sport value and that some one in-
dividual, or a group of individuals, could afford to buy it at
twenty-five thousand dollars and erect an eleven thousand dollar
hangar similar to the one ohown in the photo and install a ten or
fifteen thousand dollar hydrogen plant. It would be the source of
a great deal of fun and incidentally would attract considerable at-
tention to the community where it was operated.

From the figures given above you will see that the original invest-
ment is small compared to other ships, and operation and up-keep costs
are also small inasmuch as a large ground crew is not necessary for
this ship, and its consumption of hydrogen and gasoline is small.

I am enclosing several clippings which may be of interest to youe

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for the passes you sent
me. The race this year was much better than the one last year, | thought,

PRICES SUBJCCT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
NO CONTRACT VAUD UNLESS IN WRITING AND SIGNED DV AN EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THIS COMPANY



Mr Carl G Fisher

and |1 am already looking forward to being present for this
big event, next year. I am hoping that the citizens of Indi-
anapolis; 0W1 See fit to offer a lap prize, as | believe the
competition to win this money was one of the main reasons for
making the race this year such a hotly contested one.

As soon as | have some definite news for you regarding either
the Chalais-Meudon ship or the public opening of our air
station, | shall conmiunicate with you.

Yours very truly,



OGPSBK



The Goodyear Tire &RubberGo.

OFFICE OF
PRESIDENT.

Akron, Oliio, August 7, 1930

Mr. Carl G. Fisher,
Indianapolis,
INndiana

/0
Dear Mr. Fisher:

Responding to your letter of the fourth, the
hangar referred to is, as | understand It, the one now
located at Key West, which Is 350 feet In length. The
Chalais-Meudon Alrehip that we are offering is 367 feed
long, 59 feet wide and 75 feet high, with oar attaohed.
The airship is 17 feet longer than the hangar, and while
it would be better to build on 30 feet, the hangar can
be used as it la by allowing the front end of the ship
to project 17 feet beyond the end. The hangar would
wake an excellent auditorium and would provide a seat-
ing capacity easily up to 5,000 people, using floor
chairs, and in excess of that if bleaoher seats are
used. | have never seen the hangar and know nothing
as to the type, but | am sure the Navy would not put
up a building that was otherwise than staunch and able
to withstand the tornadoes that hit Key West.

The ship that we offer you, ae | understand
it, cost the French Government $250,000. We would turn

it over to your Company at our total cost, which would



Mr. Carl G- Fisher Page 3

be somewhere between $80,000 and $100,000, depending
upon how much servioe you would expect from us in the
installation and operation of the ship. Combining
this ship with the hangar, both of which are obtainable
at salvage prices, it seems to me it offers a fine op-
portunity for Miami to get an airship station, with a

ship in operation, if they are now ready for it.

FAS: J 'resident

P. S. .1 had intended to place an order for a motor
boat last Spring, but have been so busy that | could
not see either the Purdys or Lawleys and the time has
gone by to get one for the coming Winter. | am wonder-
ing 1T you know of some boat that X oan lease for next
winter that will be suitable for my needs in running up
and down the bay, with the idea that | will during the
Winter place an order for another year. | should want
a boat that would make 30 miles an hour, if possible,
somewhere between 30 and 50 feet in length.

I wish we might see you and Mrs. Fisher along
this way some time before you make your trip South - just

for a stay over night, if no longer.



Mr. Carl G. Fisher Page 3

You will be interested, in the clipping from
the Loa Angeles Examiner shoving how we oatoh barracuda
off the Pacific Coast. While we reoommend the system
for barracuda, it does not apply to the giant jelly fish

of the Florida waters



August 9th, 1920.

Hr. r. A, Selbening,
. Akron, Ohio,

Déar Mr, Selberlingt

I have yours of tho 7th. 1 was thinking of buying the hangar.
at Key Test provided it Uonld be purchased very reasonably with the other thought in
mind that we might have airship service between Kisal ahd Havana but it would not
appeal to me. at all,to get Into the. airship business jnyeelf as J know nothing obout
it and haven’t the oaeh. | believe that your corn.any will have to undertake to man-
age some of these airship lines before they are ever made practical for oormerelal
mwork.

I dust know of any boat at the oresent that we might haye for ‘you,,lr:
Mr,. A, 0. Hewby has the Altonia which is a SO mile Purdy boat with twin engines, 40 ft.
length, and a 9 ft, bean. This boat, is a duplicate of the Shadow exaeat smaller. Yop
can probably purchase this boat for about. .*,25,000.00 and it is the best one | know of
in America for the money. Hr, Rewby ishaving built a 72 ft. boat with the new Allison
engines, vhlch will have a 800 H. P. or 400 H. P, each and this new express cruiser will
do thirty six dies per hour. Purdy is now building*three of these oederfui boats at
Detroit, one if for Mr. Allison, the second for Mr. Fewby and the other for me, we have
been delayed in getting these engines finished and will probably only have one of the
boats at Miami this winter and X hope to give you a ride on a real express cruiser seme
time during the winter months. It Just occurred to me that you might want to purchase -«
the Shadow—45X10 - 2 150/130 300 H.P.—«’25,000, which | had at Miami least year, you
will remember that | put in a ntm pair of Seabury engines of-150 H.P. each In January,
This reduced the Shadow’s speed from 32-J- miles per hour to about 29-J- miles per hour but

the engines have less vibrations and use'less gas and suited me better. X have had a
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dnolloato <r- the Shadow V made by Puroy, or perhaps I should say It Is la duplicate
exeept It has n fflnaa bottof:lfr If you should want the Shadow you ana have It for .
- $25 000 delivered st Miami, |:1 fact the Shadow’s Belng at Miami would save you
oonsidorcble mosey, not to liave arother baht sent dorr. there* In those* strenou*
K- tines If the 28,000 Itom bothers you sonev.hat you can give co a six .souths note
F for 1t.1t would probably cost *35,000 to duplicate the Shadow in those times and
would taka at losst*"E”~e months to have ths boat built and | do not know of any
builder In tmerloah that san build e Shadow eroeyt “urdy.
Possibly some other tlpEP_f_bf‘E,W,?.“J.d ng_t you best. I1fyou
will lot mo know what kind you want \Propebly I can help you to MUUte it.

1 Very truly yours,



Hie Goodyear Tire & Rubber (io.

OFFICE OF
PRESIDENT.

Xikron, Ohio, August 11, 1930

Mr. Carl G. Fisher,
Indianapolis,
Indiana

Dear Mr. Fisher:

The airship project contemplates, as | under-
stand it, a company that will operate between Miami and
Havana,- Cuban and American capital. My son Willard
has been working on this project and | understand has
a Cuban interest ready to take hold. | should like very
much to see it carried thru, but the Goodyear Company
cannot as a company go into the business of operating
lines, tho we will be very glad to lend our service to
putting such a line in operation. This airship program
I will leave with my son to work out with you and he
will doubtless see you soon.

Regarding the boat, the Shadow V is not quite
the type | would like to have and | have the feeling
that rather than make an investment of $35,000 in a
seoond-hand boat, | had better get along the ooming
year and get a new one for next season. If you are to
have a nerf boat for your own use, perhaps you would be
willing to lease the Shadow to me for the months of

January, February and March, and | will take as the



Mr. Carl G. Fisher Page 3

engineer any nan that you select» so that the boat

shall have proper care. 1 shall be much interested
in seeing the new boat that you are building, and if
you can push her to 36 miles an hour, you will oer-

talnly lead the prooession among the express orulsers

FAS:J



August 12th, 1920.

Mr. f. A. selberling,
Ataren, Ohls.

Dear Mr. Selberlingt-

X will be very glad to help your son Willard
all 1 can In establishing a dlrgible line between Klami and Havana.

Regarding the "Shadow" - I will be very glad
to have you use her if the boat is not already sold but in that event
we will try to fix you up some way. | am selling a lot of things that
1 will not need particularly this winter in order to complete ay pro-
gram.

I put a *500,000 bond issue on the Flamingo« 7
bonds and have offered the entire parcel at 90 but some how or ether
I don’t find any buyers for this bond issue and raking up sales is
keeping me hustling.

IT this Shadow ie sold we will try to find some-
thing else that will help you out this winter.

Very truly yours.

0G”il»



GOODjJ™"EAR

The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company

Akron, Ohio Au?ust 13> 1920

*Mr Carl G Fisher
Indianapolis, Indiana

My dear Un Fisher:

That.certainly is good news that it will be possible to get the
structural steel work of the Key West hangar for the remarkably
low sum of sixteen thousand dollars. With this as a starting point
it should not be difficult to raise the additional funds that will
be necessary in putting an airship line into operation.

Naturally from your standpoint it would mean the most to Miami to
tear down the hangar and re-erect it at Miami. However, from the
standpoint of the airship line itself the most economical arrange-
ment would be to leave the hangar right where it is and get per-
mission from the Government to take over their air station there
when they move out.

Arrangements could be made both at Havana and Miami for temporary
ground crews that could be summoned once a day at the particular
time the ship was due to arrive while a permanent ground crew would
be kept at the home base at Key West. If only one ship were put

in operation at the start.it could be scheduled on one day to leave
Key West early in the morning for Havana, then fly direct to Miami
and get back to its hangar at Key West before sundown. On the next
day the schedule could be reversed going to Miami first so as to make
a direct flight from Miami to Havana and then back to Key West.

I know that you Would be most interested in seeing us interest Cuban
and American capital in a .dirdot Miami-Havana Line, but since this
other arrangement is so much more economical from a standpoint of
original investment, and thought | would suggest it to you.

Yours very truly,

Manager - Aeronautics Departmgrft
WBS-MK

Die 8-12
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CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED
Telogram
Day Letter
Night Message
Night Letter
Patrons should mark an X oppo-
site the class of service desired:
OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE

WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS A
FULL-RATE TELEGRAM

UNION
TEL AM

NEWCOMB CARLTON. FRESINKNT GEORGE W. E. ATKINS. FIRST VICK-PRKSIDKNT
z-,. \ « TR e c

Send the folftl)wing message, subject to the terms
on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

N |

AN

Anf.ust 10th, 1620

O« >, Hartls, Jr,,
Goodyoar Tiro & finbber aotnjn”y,
Atlanta, Georgia, ! >

J. B, HoCrary Oorx»mti<m - Atlanta = have purohaaad Kavy Airship
Hancar at Key West.  They have offered It to Carl Maher far
Sixtaan thoanend dollars as it stands, W.ill oust about cixty>»fivu
thousand to mov» to ¢»ionl, We will not know for two months whether
wo oan start ?iiami*Hs.vaffla Airship Lina, Interview UoCraiy and t5

to get th*an to extend option for two months, Wire me at Akron,

Willard Solborline, 1

ire»«l!l!,
ihg, Carl (I. Wehnr aaat.

&>



GOOD" ifeAR

The GoodyearTire & Rubber Gompany

Akron, Ohio  August 19, 1920

It Carl G Fisher
Indianapolis, Indiana

My dear Mr Fisher;

In response to the.wire which 1 sent to C W Martin, Jr, our District Mgr
at Atlanta,when | was in your office Monday, | received the following
reply yesterday:

"McCrary who is handling negotiations airship hangar Key West re-

turns Atlanta tomorrow His office states Florida East Coast
action have several prospects for immediate sale Will see McCrary
tomorrow".

I wired back to Hr Martin as follows:

"Retel seventeenth Find out if Florida East Coast Railway who own
land upon which hangar stands would consider letting commercial
airship company operate for a year or so on their property without
moving hangar We may not be able to finance moving of hangar to
Miami until next year."

This morning 1 followed this wire with another reading as follows:

"if possible do not let McCrary close deal to sell hangar for other
than airship use More valuable to us or to airship company as a
hangar than it would be to oryone else as a warehouse or auditorium
Belihve it is to their advantage to hold hangar until they can sell
it to an airship transportation line."

As soon as | hear something definite from Mr Martin 1 shall relay the infor-
mation on to you. In the meantime I believe it would be a good idea for you to
wire McCrary in more or less the same tone as my last wire to Mr Martin, re-
questing that they give you plenty of time to consider purchasing the hangar
for airship use before they close any negotiations for selling the hangar for
warehouse or other such purposes.

For your own information you may be interested to know that unofficially and
indirectly | have learned that the McCrary people.bought the hangar from the
Government for something like six thousand dollars.

%
In case we cannot raise sufficient capital to move the Key West hangar to
Havana and build a new one similar to it in Miami and operate two airships
(one each way eaCjlr day) our only alternative is to try to keep the hangar
where it is and operate only one ship™making a round trip to Havana so as ,to
make It unnecessary to erect a second hangar at Havana.

PRICES SUBJECTTO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
NO CONTRACT VALIO UNLESS IN WRITING ANO SIGNED BY AN EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THIS COMPANY



As this alternative with only one ship and one hangar would
require very little capital in comparison to the preferable
Miami-Havana plan»do you think that the Florida Bast Coast
Railway oould be interested in operating a Key West-Havana
Airline in oonneotion with their steamship line?

I shall be interested in getting your views on this.

Yours very truly,

Manager - Aeronautics Deparimfent.

ViPS-MK
Dio 8-19

C o to

Mr F. A Seiberling - Office
Mr L C Rookhill » Office
P W Litchfield - Factory Office
L R Gemmill - Washington D C
C W Martin, Jr -Ai'lAtta Dist Office.
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1 believe that any matter that

Miami-Havana Airship

very nraech if they would be interest in the matter at

all.
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GOODYEAR

The GoodyearTire & Rubber Company

Akron, Ohio

September 17, 1920.

Mr Carl G Fisher
Indianapolis, Ind

Dear Mr Fisher:

I appreciate your interest in wanting to get me enthusiastic about
Polo but I am afraid | had better first take to riding father's
saddle horses before | attempt the more skillful riding necessary
in Polo. With several fine saddle horses in our stable, | am
rather ashamed to admit 1 very seldom go out on them, but | have

so many other things to do in_my hours for reoreation that 1 never
seem to be able to get sufficient time to go for a long ride.

Just recently | spent five hours of recreation in a very enjoyable

way floating above the clouds in_a free balloon. 1 have taken
more than enough hops to qualify me for a pilot's license, so that

as soon as | take my solo flight | will become a certified pilot.
Then 1 will have to get a Pony Blimp down at Miami so that 1 can
take you out on an aerial fishing trip.

In this connection, | believe you will 1% interested in the article
you will find on page 11 of the "Sportologue”™ which I am sending you
under separate cover.

Some day, if we get a hangar at Miami, we are going to have one of
these little Blimps down there, for 1 am sure it would be a big
attraction and give the sportsmen who go South in the winter some
entirely new thrills.

Yours very truly,

PS.c Manager - Aeronautics Department

c

A Seiberling, President

C Rockhill-Sales Manager

R Bailey, Asst Sales Manager

W Litchfield, Vice President

K Coe, Manager, Aeronautical, Dept
‘ Los Angeles

W
C
E
L
|
P
p
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The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company

Akron, Ohio
September 17, 1920.

Mr Carl G Fisher,
Indianapolis, Ind.

Dear Mr Fisher:

You may have heard from the J B McCreary Company that they have
sold the Key West Hangar to some Cuban interests. We sent a man
down to Atlanta to try to get Mr McCreary and Mr Beokwith to

hold the matter open until we oould organize an air line to Havanna
but Beokwith was firm on having the hangar moved from Key West; and
McCreary had to have an immediate turn over on his investment so
the hangar was sold for $16,000.

However, though this means that we can not immediately send our French
airship down to Key West so as to be able to start a line to Havanna
before the winter season opens, it does not mean we can not go ahead
with a much bigger project, such as a Miami-Havanna Line or better
still a Jaoksonville-Havanna Line, which we ought to.be able to put
into operation for the winter season of 1921 and 1922.

We are working along these lines and | believe within a month will
have something very definite drawn up in the way of oapital subscribed
and organization effected.

As soon as | have something definite for you, you may expect to hear
from me.

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
NO CONTRACT VALID UNLESS IN WRITING ANO SIGNED BY AN EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THIS COMPANY



Ami (Club of America

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FEDERATION AERONAUTIQUE INTERNATIONALE
11 EAST 38TH STREET. NEW YORK
FAF1IB OFFICE

42 Faubourg Poissonniére

TKLKFHON«. VANDERBILT SOO CABLE. "AEROCLUB. NEW YORK™

new York. 8th Ootober, 1920.

CONTEST COMMITTEE
THE AERO CLUB OF AMERICA

FOR 1920
COL. BENJAMIN F. CASTLE. CHAIRMAN My dear Mr. Fisher
CALEB S. BRAGG
DOUGLAS CAMPBELL
MAURICE G. CLEARY ) You are asked to aat as starter
W, REDMOND CROSS in the Gordon Bennett Balloon Baoe wiiioh takes
MAJOR A. B. LAMBERT plaoe in Birmingham, Alabama on Ootober 23rd.
WILLIAM A. LARNED We would, like to know if you will be able to
GEORGE M. MYERS - - -
be present on that oooasion and aot in this
oapaoity.

She National Baoe was a great suooess
and we have every assurance of a very suooess-
fttl International Baoe. We have foreign entries
from France, Italy and Belgium and the Amerioan
team is oamposed of Upson, Honeywell and Thompson.

We appreciate everything Birmingham
has done in securing the gas for this race, it
being supplied by the Sloss-Sheffield By-Pro-
ducts plant.

We wish that we could announce sub-
stantial prizes for this race as had been so generously arranged
when the prospeots were brigrt for holding the raoes at the
Indianapolis Speedway.

I am wondering if you would feel like contributing
to the prize list, for prizes have always been offered in connection
with this race.

I would be very glad to hear iron you that you will
be at Bin&ingham as the foreigners who are coming are splendid
fellows and we should do everything in our power to give them a
good impression of Amerloa.

Captain HIlrsohauer, the French contestant, is the
son of General Hirsohaner, of the French Army. lieutenant
BeMuyter, the Belgium representative,is one of the foremost
aeronauts of Europe and won the Grand Friz of the Aero Club of
France just before the Armistioe was Bigned. The Italian con-
testants, Maj. Chev. Joseph Valle and Major Hugo Medori are both
splendid fellows and have enviable records in Europe as aeronauts.

Hoping to hear from you soon,

Yours sincerely.

Mr. Carl Fisher,
IIn((j:lianapolis Motor Speedway,
nd’
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good>Year

The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Gampany

Akron, Ohio.
November 29, 1920

Mr Carl & Fisher
Indianapolis, Ind

Dear Mr Fisher:

Since my trip over to Indianapolis last summer at the time
the Key West hangar was offered for sale by the McCreery
Construction Company at a remarkable figure, we have been
olosely following the possibilities of getting an air line
established between Florida and Cuba, but I regret to say
that | do not have a favorable report for you.

First, we sent Mr J T Callaway of our Aeronautics Depart-
ment to Atlanta to see if he could not make some arrange-
ment with Mr McCreery whereby he would give us an option on
tho hangar for a sufficient length of time to enable us to
find out whether or not we could interest the necessary
capital in an air line between Miami and Havana.

However, Mr McCreery could not give us the time to do this
inasmuch as he could make an immediate sale to the National
Steel Company of Havana. You will remember that he bought
the hangar from the government at a scrap value of something
like five or six thousand dollars. He sold it to the
National Steel Company for $16,000.

After Mr Callaway had returned to Akron and reported the
general status of the hangar sale, we sent him to Cuba to

make a survey of the financial conditions there and see if

it would not be possible to organize either a Havana Key

West airship line or preferably, a Havana-Miami line. How-
ever, the decline in sugar prices and the moratorium declar-
ed by the Menooal Government oaused a financial .situation in
Cuba even worse than the present depression in the United
States. Mr Callaway finally had to return without accomplish-
ing the object of his trip.

We had hoped to be able to buy the Key West hangar from the
National Steel Company in case we were able to get some kind
of an air project started, inasmuch as the price that the
National Steel Company would be able to quote us (having
bought the hangar for only $16,000) would still be very at-
tractive. However, we have had to give up the thought of
buying this hangar for the time being.

I hope someone is able to buy it for airship purposes before
it is dismantled and erected as a warehouse inasmuch as it
will be of more value as a hangar than as a warehouse.

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
NO CONTRACT VALIO UNLESS IN WRITING ANU SIGNED BY AN EXECUTIVE OfFICER OF THIS COMPANY



Mr Carl G Fisher -2.

As so much of our efforts to date have been spent toward get-
ting an airship line established between Miami and Havana

I am sorry that |1 oannot send you a more favorable report,
but thought that at least you would want us to keep you in-
formed as to just what we have done and just what the status
of the proposition is.

Some day there is going to be an airship line between Jackson-
ville and Havana - as sure as the night follows the day. The
question is, will this line get its beginning by starting off
with the shorter run between Miami and Havana and then expand
to Jacksonville, or will it be up to Jacksonville and Havana
capital to start the project. At any rate, the Jacksonville-
Havana line would surely make a stop off at Miami so that you
may be sure that in the not far distant future you will have
air travel in and out of Miami. Let us hope that that "not
far distant future"™ will be the "immediate future".

W P Seiberling
MS
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The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company

Akron, Ohio.
December 23, 1920 V

Mr Carl G Fisher
Indianapolis, Indiana

Dear Mr Fisher:

We have written to E C Bomfh and Guy Livingston at Miami,
in an effort to get their opinions as to the possibility
of raising between $20,000 and $40,000 for the purpose

of keeping a pony blimp operating there during the win-
ter season, similar to the way we operated our pony blimp
at Los Angeles and Catalina Island last summer.

From some very extensive operations we conducted in Montana
with our pony blimp (the story of which is attached) we
have satisfied ourselves that the pony blimp can be operated
safely and successfully without the expense and protection
of a hanger, which is necessary with larger ships.

About the only investment we would have to make at Miami

in the way of permanent equipment would be a small mooring
mast, which could be put up for quite a nominal sum.  We
have already designed and built a mooring mast which lias
proved very successful in our operations at Los Angeles

so that we are confident we can handle the Miami activities
without the need of a hanger.

I believe you will find the attached story, of what we thot
at the start was a rather bold undertaking, to be very in-
teresting. It shows the ease with which the pony blimp,
being so small, can be handled in almost any weather and
how it can withstand even the most adverse conditions.

The fact that the Motion Picture Company for whom we were
taking pictures in Montana, was so satisfied with the re-
markable performance shown by the blimp that they bought
it for future work of this kind, is proof enough of the
successful account the little ship gave of itself.

| believe | have already sent you the story of how our~fien-
at Los Angeles went out on several fishing trips trolling
for barracuda from the air and making good catches each
time. |If you had one of these little ships at Miami, the
pilot could take out two or three of your enthuastic anglers
at a time and give them a new thrill in fishing that would
make them want to repeat the experience. | am satisfied

that once the fishermen and sportsmen had experienced their

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
NO CONTRACT VALID UNLESS IN WRITING AND SIGNED BY AN EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THIS COMPANY
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first "fishing from the air™, the blimp would not go wanting
for passengers. The fact that we had more applicants for
rides than we could handle at Catalina and took in any where
from 5100 to $300 a day satisfied me that we oould operate
in Miami on a profitable basis and pay dividends to whoever
invested in the project.

This Is just presenting the idea to you in a general way. The
details can be easily worked out if you feel that by sending
a man to Miami we could raise the capital raentioned-above.

ITf we could get started this present winter season, then you
would be equipped for operation thruout the entire period

of next season.

I do not know how much the present depression in the country
has hit Miami, but 1 am hoping your views on this matter will
be encouraging.

I do not know whether you are in Indianapolis or Miami, but I
suppose you have left these chilly climes long since. However,
I am addressing this letter to Indianapolis thinking possibly
you may have returned for Christmas.

The season's Greetings and every wish for a very prosperous
Hew Year.

Very sincerely,

W ? Seiberling
GME



Jan ary 3rd, 1921«

Ur« Villard Seiberling,
Goodyear Tiro & Rubber Company,
Akron, Ohio.

Rear Br« Seiberling :

1 have yours of the 23xd t The situation
here is not encouraging. We aro beginning to fed
sone Of the back lash from the stock market troubles
of the Horth and. | doubt very meh if it will be
possible for us to raise the sum you refer to
in id.ami.

I havo just finished the Flamingo Hotel, the
Street Cai ~ine end rower Plnut, and. fed very poor
after laving to issue a good number of bonds that to
havo had to sell at very low prices. However, | an
still interested in your proposition and can probably
dig up five thousand dlars cadh to put in any canpoay
that you can get together«

We cau furnish the mooring posts and a dandy
landing field for yru without charge«

furs vexy truly,
C®tE



The Pony Blimp solved an important question for the Marshall
Neilan Productions. They are a very successful motion

picture company looated in Los Angeéles, California. They were
produoing a pioture where it was neoessary to get at least
two square miles of area in one scene.

After trying and soheming for a number of months, which would
be the best way to get this pioture, they were in the Calif-
ornia Theatre one night looking over some other motion pioture
company's work, and on the soreen was a pioture of the Avalon
boat en route to Catalina Island. This pioture was so qlear
that you could almost reoognize the passengers standing on the
deck, and so Mr Meilan decided at once that that was the way
to get his pioture successfully.

Mr Hawks and Mr Neilan called on us the following morning, We
demonstrated the ship to them successfully and they at onoe
leased the ship from us to operate in Montana during this
pioture. After oheoking into the altitude and weather conditions
at Glacier Park, we decided that, the job oould be handled nicely.

So on September 22nd, we left with the ship for Glacier Park,
Montana, arriving there September 28th. There was an awful’ wind
blowing on that day, the maximum speed 60 miles per hour.

After looking around the Glacier National Fark Hotel, we found

a small canyon about 25 feet deep, so we hauled the ship down

to this point for inflation.

We started to inflate the ship on September 29th at 7:00 A M
and flew the ship the same day at 3:00 PM over to the location
and photographed columns of soldiers a mile long. There were
over 1700 men in the pioture and those were scattered out in a
large area like the old frontier days of Indian warfare. It
was a reproduction of "Custer's Last Stand" and took in about
2" miles of oountry.

It showed the soldiers charging over a hill into the Indian
village and then up over a level plateau, and up on top of an
adjoining hill where the battle was fought. All of this time
there was a tremendous stampede of Indians, horses, buffalos,
etc. all over the prairie, and they had to be shown on this
one picture all at the same time.

In order to do this we flew the dirigible to an elevation of
about 9,000 feet or.3,500 feet above the ground, and results
were wonderful.

The next day a high winland storm was raging through-~that
section of the oountry and in the evening, the temperature
commenced to drop until the rain turned to snow and it kept
getting still colder until the snow became slett. There was
about 1-| inohes of snow and sleet frozen all oyer the ship, and
during all this time the wind was blowing at Allout 70 miles

an hour.
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We took the oar out from under the bag, as the added -weight
of snow and ioe was far greater than the lift of the gas in
the envelope, and we lowered the bag down on the ground, and
it stayed that way for about three days, when the storm sub-
sided and the snow and ioe melted Off of the bag.

We immediately hooked the oar baok on the envelope and con-
tinued with the moving pioture operations. The last day we
were there, we flew the ship in a wind at a maximum of 55 miles
an hour and a minimum of 40. At times, on this last day, while
we were taking these piotures, with power full on, the ship
backed up for a distance of about three miles. Vie made a

very successful landing in this Jiigh wind.

One of the days we did not have muoh motion pioture work to do,
we took the ship on a pleasure trip, going over the mountains
where there had hever been'anybody before.' ' On’this trip we
saw large herds of elk and hundreds of the big horn Rooky
Mountain sheep and oaused some stampede among these wild sheep
as it was impossible for them to hide from us.

We flew this ship over to the Flathead tndian Reservation and
landed among the tepees, and 1 will say it certainly oaused
some excitement among the Indians as they had never seen any-
thing like that before, and they were almost paralyzed with
fear as well as with astonishment. The chief of the tribe
gave orders to all the Indians to stay at least J mile away
from the ship, and that meant that they would have to sleep
out in some canyon or it was up to us to leave, so they oould
oome back home, so after getting hold of an interpreter and
having him explain to the Chief that we were really human
beings, and not some weird spirit, the Chief got up enough
oourage to have his picture taken while standing beside the
Blimp.

When this pioture was finished, we returned the ship back
to Los Angeles. Marshall Neilan Productions and another
picture to take, with 1500 people in aotion in Arizona, so
they immediately bought this ship, shipped it to Arizona and
completed their pioture there in 7 days.

Now they are using the Pony Blimp about four days a week
taking moving piotures and they are certainly enthusiastic
over the successful way this ship has performed and proven
out to the moving pioture world.

This trip to Montana and Arizona has also proven to us that

it is not necessary to have a hangar wherever we have a

Pony Blimp, as we witnessed in Montana, one of the worst

storms that 1 ever saw, and by making tests on the dirigible

upon our arrival back in Los Angeéles, we find that the ship is
just as good as it ever was, as far as deterioration is concerned.



JAMES C. PATTEN
KOKOMO,INDIANA

December 1,
19 2 1

Mr. Carl G. Fisher, 8
Indianapolis, Ind..

My dear Mr. Fisher:

| have been In the East for over three
weeks; just returned home and found your
letter of7the 15th. » I will immediately
write Mr. Gilman ani.Mr. "Wood relative to

the rust' proofing process in which | am
Interested.

I thank you very much for the interest
you have taken in this matter.

JCP-J
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December 12, 1921.

Mr. Carl Fisher,
Miami', Florida.

My dear Carli

I am leaving for Detroit tomorrow, and while there
expect to see Gar Wood, Smith and Purdy and will be able to let
you know, upon my return, what | think of your proposition and
also what we will do about the boats.'

Vic has written to Gilman for the information he
has on the air brake. I will be able to let you know shortly
what the Company would like to do in regard to it.

Will write you more fully in a few days.

Yours very truly



The Whittlesey Engineering Co.
ENGINEERS AND CONTRACTORS

CLEVELAND August 19, 1925

Mr. Carl G. Fisher
Port Washington
Long Island, New York

Dear Sir:

Why should you not build a mooring mast at Miami
Beaoh and command the key to the situation-the coming in
of the gas-ship for carrying the long haul passenger?
Florida should have one of these masts and Miami is the
geographical point and you to the writer seem to be the prac-
tical man to do it. A million tourists will proclaim your
name this winter when they see the beautiful radio masts
.Which we hav.e built for you and now being erected on Collins
Island. This, by the way because of its location and these
masts, the vision and far-sightedness of your Mr. Jay will
.put you foremost this winter in Radio, but it will be as
nothing compared to having control of "Wharfage"” for these
ships at Miami.

Several roups of men are now trying to procure
the only ships available for their preliminary work and Mr.
Ford with his foresight is the onlg one to build a mooring
mast other than the one owned by the Government at Lakehurst,
New Jersey, illustrated on the card herewith. Hence, the
heralded voyage of the Los Angeles will of "necessity'touch”
at Dearborn, Michigan because she can not land anywhere else.

If you are interested the writer would be pleased
to confer with you. He will ba driving in the East next
week and it would be a pleasure make Long Island and
call oh you.

Yours truly,

THE WHITTLESEY E

'President.



The fundamental purpose of a proper antenna support is to put the wires
as high as possible and away from interfering elements, to hold the aerial tight-
ly and firmly and prevent swinging and swaying. Stiffness and rigidity are
characteristic qualities of Whittlesey Masts, yet they will bend enough, will
yield enough to insure themselves against the strain-to-distress when sudden de-
mands are made as in high winds and sleet storms These masts are designed
to withstand the 90-mile gale plus an added strength for safty. Standard masts
are designed for 1500 and Broadcasters 3000 pounds horizontal strain at the top,
and we will undertake to build masts for any strain required, to any height
desired gnd will erect them anywhere in the world.



Auguat 27,1925.

Whittlesey Engineering CO.,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Gentlemen, “
Replying to yours of the 19th.
Kindly advise mecost for mooring mast at Miami Beach.

Very truly yours,*

CGFaJJG.
i

1



Whittlesey Engineering Co.

ENGINEERS AND CONTRACTORS
CLEVELAND September 19, 1925

Carl G. Fisher
Port Washington
Long.Island, New York

Dear Sir

Since our late correspondence with regard
to a mooring mast for Miami Beach would say that te
Shenandoah incident has put a crimp into the entire
art. Not that te art is stppped but just how this
branch Of aviation is going ahead nobody knows.
mSince your letter the writer has collaborated with
the ,Navy Department, the Army Department also with
Goodyear People who are designing the bigger gas ships
and the Aircraft Development Corporation of Detroit.

/ (Just what should be the proper height and
Nistrength of a mast for future utilities depends largely
thipn -what sizes of gas ships will be the vogue. Hence we
Srwould go slow in the matter. The little drawing herewith
ujﬁﬂr:ows the mast that we had designed for 316-feet high,
kfhe mast that Mr. Ford has put up in Detroit is 210-feet

high. If smaller ships are to _be used a smaller mast

be Put UP* If not then this mast is about the size.

All t is for your information. You will 'near
from us again presently.

Yours very tr

®HE- WHITTLES

President.



TELEPHONE STILLWELL «<17 QUEENS BOULEVARD & HAROLD AVENUE
BENTLEY* CODE BRAKBRAKE.NEW YORK LONG ISLAND CITY. NEW YORK

August?7, 1929

Mr. Carl G. Kisher,
Montauk, Long Island.

Dear Carl:

I am enclosing the sketches of the balloon light as per
our conversation of yesterday. | have made the drawings
primarily for the adoption of any compressed gas, lighter
than air, and which will burn efficiently. The gas should
be preferably one which can be automatically ignited by
coming in contact with a gas mantel made of kataletic
material,for instance, as spungy platinum etc. You will
note that the signal light is made out of very light
materialls embodying aluminum, mica, cork board and sheet
asbestos, the whole light for a given diameter of from
10" to 12" wvill weigh about 1 pound and four ounces.

I have shown on the drawing a regulating means whereby the
gas being supplied from the balloon bag to the burner can

be regulated. It will be necessary to use somewhat greater
pressures in the balloon bag than normal in that the pressure
should be sufficient to insure a constant supply of gas to
the burner. At the bottom of the bag | show a storage bottle
clamped to the envelope in such a way as to make it air tight.
These storage bottles can be very light in as much a3 they
need only have a capacity of 8 to 10" and charged to a pressure
of from400to 600 pounds per cubic inch. In as much as these
pressures are not excessive the bottle can be made of a very
thin high tensile steel or out of daralium. At the neck of
the bottle | show another adjustment which actuates against
the spring balance so that it can be adjusted to supply the
balloon gas at the correct rate or so as to maintain a uniform
pressure to both the gas bag and to the burner. | think these
bottles would not weigh more than 14- pounds. | also show
means whereby the balloon can be held captive by either a
string or light wire fastening. The balloon could also be
fastened to a light bamboo saddle so that when the string is
operated it would cause the balloon to swing back and f-orth
to imitate the waving of a light.

As near as | can tell the balloon would have to be about 3 feet
in diameter and 4 feet long tapering toward the bottom as shown
in the drawing. This would have a capacity of about 28 to 30
cubic feet and it would be sufficient to lift 4 or 5 pounds.
The balloon bag itself could be made of a light high quality
silk and reinforced by a- very light netting in order to rein-
force the bag to withstand these somewhat higher pressures



necessary for illumination.

The light is fastened and constructed so that it is properly venti-
lated, also so arranged as to prevent the light blowing out in a
heavy wind. Further, air holes are located for admitting a correct
amount of air for efficient illumination. This type of self-
contained gas balloon with a signal light attached and using the
compressed air bottle, certainly has advantages over any of the
other types you have in mind. First of all, it can be cut loose
for the purpose of sending messages, and most important of all, a
more powerful light of longer duration is possible.

There are several other types of signalling
balloons which could be used, the most common of which is the
Barachute type, which in construction is similar to the paper toy

alloons used for exhibition purposes and which are operated by
saturating a piece of waste with kerosene oil, the heat of the flame
tending to Fill the balloon.

1 described the light in itself as being
constructed with a cork base and its sides and top made of mica,
held together by thin aluminum rivets arranged so that it is entire-
ly collapsible. The regulating &et of the gas burner is made of
aluminum and fastened to the cork base which is covered with a
thin sheet of asbestos, this same aluminum member also carrying
the hose connection to jthe balloon bag and the standards made of
aluminum wire for supporting the kataletic mantle, the entire equip-
ment comprising a gas mantle, lamp structure, balloon itself and
bottle, which can be packed in a very small container and will
weigh less than'five pounds.

The same device can be substituted with
an electric signal, but in a case of this kind it would necessarily
have to be stationary and released into the air by an electric
cable cord instead of plain wire, and the current for lighting the
signal light would have to be supplied from the balloon, aeroplane
or whatever the vehicle may be. Further, a signal balloon would
have to be considerably larger in order to take care of the addi-
tional weight of the electric light and cable necessary for a
reasonable candle power. | figure that the size of the bottle as
described would be sufficient to inflate the balloon and at the
same time carry enough reserve in order to have a light burning at
least twenty four hours. Naturally, it can be made for any dura-
tion by merely increasing the volume of the gas bottle.

For your information, the kataletic ma-
terial | referred to is nothing other than the well-known katalizer,
the most common form of which is spongy platinum, which | referred
to above. The moment any illuminating gas comes into contact
with this mantle, it results in a terrific rise of temperature,
self-igniting the gas. it also gives a very brilliant ;nd highly
efficient light, and to my mind i1s the most reliable type of bur-
ner and light that could be used for this purpose. It has the de-
cided advantage of being fully automatic and only requires the
initial adjustment of pressure regulation.

I believe these are the sketches and infor-



mation you want and will be all that your patent lawyer needs in
order to make the necessary drawings, claims and description for
your amended application.

IT there is an&/thing else you want me to do along these lines,
please let me know.

VWKrLM



August 32, 1839

Mx. Frank L. Moors, ’
834 Lonoke Bldg.,
Indianapolis.

Dear Frankl

Pleass go around to Gsorgs numbaugh
and ordsr for as one snail linsn balloon,
mads light and containing about 28 to 30
aubio fast of gas. I don't"want any rib
oord or valve or any other apparatus exoept
lust a snail balloon made of linen or the

|gihte_st material ho oan get, and you oan _
tell him you are going to use oity gao in it.
I want to be able to Olose the opening into
the balloon easily with a draw-string so
that it will be air-tight.

X imagine Bumbaugh will ohargo you
somewhere around fifteen dollars apiece
for these balloons. He oan make them at
this prioe and make a profit. Don't tell
him they are for y>. 1f his price is pro-
hibitivs, wire me and | will gelt somebody
here to make them for me. Get his prioée
on four or five extras.

. If George gets out a oatalog, et
his oom.lete prioe list of all the balloons
he makes, Tou oan tell him if your little
advertlsmtf:l sohene works, you may have an
order for thousands.

I Y 'f

*011X3,

0GF1T
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I have yours of the 10th, We might as well
forget the balloon for the present,

- Thanks JUSt the same for all your trouble.
A A VI" i B ] ] et L - , “l-l'7' fem’ -yt
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Oat. 1, 1926.

Sonaral Willian Mitchell,
Washington O. O.

My dear General Mitohell;

X hare followed with considerable interest the argument
you are haring with the government regarding the control

of airplanes and lighter than'~ir machines. | hare read
most of the statements in the VjfesB reports of the fate of
the Shenandoah. /s ‘A

X have had probably sb much expel nge in the air in lighter
than air machines asdibstimerioan’ lota. Uy lioense

Aamber  is . bn yer Chattanooga, Tenn.,
I had the same ex ienae tha the Sh ah had, with
this difference: in a al balloon
contest, near seven fa the evening and at an
altitude of t , my companion, George 1.
Bumbaugh, awn into an ascending current,
We ascended the 1 our aneroid. We had the valve
at the head the b exppen for probably ten
minutes ail of the as wide open during the
asoens ascent of this 80,000 ou
ft. b on; f ately, we ame down inside the aenter
of thijsl spiral of air and at 4,000 ft. we drifted
back t the oentor ed again to an altitude of
about oo ft. (I ow sure of the height of the
seaond )  We had given ourselves up for
lost on t rst aso , and on the seaond ascent the
conditions bout e same. However, we drifted down
again and on desoeht we valved our balloon
sufficiently to dr us from the ascending current and

to be able to ahchor in the treetops

The next morning at sunrise, we saw at least one dozen
spirals of clouds in the sky, all of which were twisting
and asoending into the sky any plaoo from 3,000 to 6,000
ft. or more upwards. Ab we had no method of figuring the
height or distance we could only guess at this.

It is my firm belief that the Shenandoah encountered one
of these spiral asoensions of air and that the valving
arrangements were not sufficient to take oaro of the rapid
expansion. In our case, we ascended in spite of the fact



Page Two - Gunoral hitchall

that the hand of the balloon with a thirty inch valve
opening waa wide open. The escape v-‘lve on the bottom

of the balloon was also open. Tie could not ohaok our ascent
until we had roaohed an altitude of hotter* than 21.000 ft.
which wa the limit of o r aneroid reading. The hand on
the aneroid at 21.000 ft. hit tho pin. Ab we nsoended about
12,000 ft. our balloon was bo taut that wo expected it to
explode or burst at any minute. After tho sucona dcsoent

it wen so free from ¢as that it hung in root folds like e
sausage with half of the oontonts removed.

A complete report of this trip was Bent to all of tho aerial
olubs of the world and only one other experience of this kind
has boon recorded - that of Santos Dpmont in a balloon trip
which he made over the Alps, in which he had a eeriouB accident
I think tho reading, of his experience probably saved our lives.

If the Shondndoah fell into any such upward current oi air
suoh as v/io experienced they would need to reliwo the pressure
a large number of vplvob. | to not an engineer and cannot
figure these capacities, but | do know that iithuaubnliddnon
containing 80,000 cu. ft. of gas with thirty inoh opening«
both top awl bottom it was barely .osBibL, fox us to save
ourselves. If the engineers on tho Shenandoah had figured
twelvo valves necessary and four were shut off, then i am
inclined to think that this wall a mistake.

I do not want ary publicity from this letter to you. 1 can
givo you certified statement of this experience, if you can
use it. 1 am not at all Booking notoriety or to bo drown
into this controversy which yju have with the iiep rirtuant, but
I am anxious that our government should quickly arrive at a
sensible and sane method of handling both our airplane depart-
ment and our lighter than air doparthunt. having flown some
30,00P miles in free balloons and having .ad thiB exparicnoe
whioh 1| have relotod, it may .be of same value to bring to the
attention of Army officials who do not fly and have not had
this experience. Some of the expertanoes that are encountered
in the air need very unusual conditions. If you oare for any
other information rogerding 'this experience | would be very
glad to give it to you in a letter, but aa 1 have stated, |
do not oare to ap. ear before any investigating committees.

It is my candid opinion that tho Shenandoah would have lived
if she had more valves and would have lifted to 16,000 or
1&.000 feet. She Shenandoah, as | understand, burst between
7,000 and 9,000 ft. v/hlle 1 am not favorable to the rop'.rt

of any German engineer on the conditions or the result, | must
say that | believe that the original specifications for the
Shenandoah falve arrangement were more correct than they were
at the time of this disaster.

If 1 can be of any help to you, drop mu a line

Very trul ours,
OGP-mc y yy
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