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"When considered from a geological IPnOint of view, the
Bahamas afford an interesting study, in that they are composed
almost entirely of debris derived from corals and other calcareous
organisms and rest on a shallow, submerged, platform, which is
seperated by deep sub arine troughs from the neighboring land-masse
of Nor th America/ and the West Indies.” Capt. R. J. Nelson, R.E.
regards the islands "as composed of oalcareous sand which had been
thrown up by the waves to»form beaches, and later picked up b?/ the
winds and piled into dunes. He saw no evidence pf either uplift or
subsidence during recent time, and concluded that the Islands had
remained stationa in their position during the present epoch.
"Whatever may be the real foundation of the Bahamas, whether, like
the West Indian Islands generally, they are indebyei to igneous age
for they existence as elevated masses,or otherwise, there is NO
EVIDENCE of such elevation having taken place either in the Bahamas
or Bermuda. On the contrary, the total absence of coral reefs in
mass, or even of detached coral blocks, above the tide line leads
us to the supposition that no upheaval has taken place during the
present epoch..... The fact of detached blocks of coral being b
found IN the rock at considerable distance from the seacoast AT
THE TIDE LEVEL proves that no subsideoe has taken place during

the present epoch. Conch shells also, either dispersed or in beds
are found by the well-diggers in the solid rock at about the sea
level, and thus bear evidence to the same fact.”

"In about the year 1890 Dr. Honn | Northrop spent six months
in the Bahama Islands, during which time he visited New Providence
and Andros. On his return to the United States he published an
account of his abservati ons. This’paper is especially interesting
from the fact that he believes that the Bahamas are rising. "I
think the facts | have given justify my conclusion in regard to th
the recent elevation of Andros and New Providence. It is probably
that the elevation "xtended over the rest of the Bahamas, as caves
exist on the other islands. What the Bahamas are doing today of
course we cannot tell; but until we have proof to the contrary,
we may assume tha.t they are rising.”

No other work of importance appeared until Prof. Alexander
Agassiz published his reserrches on the Bahamas. The reconnoissan
which Agassiz here descrives was undertaken during the winter and
early spring of 189S. He had at his disposal the steamshigl)_

Wild Duck, and cruised througho t the entire archipelago. The
descriptions of the Bahamas which he gives in the Bulletin are
very compete and are the best which have eber been published.

As a result of his reseraches he concluded that the Bahamas had
at one time stood higher and were more extensive than at present;



that they had subsequently subsided for at least 300 feet; and
that during this period their areal extent had been fu ther
dimished by erosion. In this connection he says: "After the
formation of the Islands came an extensive gradual subsidence
which can be estimated at about three hundred*feet, and during this
subsidence the sea has little by little worn away the aeolian hills
leaving only here and there narrow strips of land in the shape of
the present Islands... Subsidence explains satisfactorily the
present configuration of the Bahamas, but teaches us nothin%; in
regardto the substratum up n which the Bahamas were built. Indeed,

the present reefs form but an insignificant part of the topography

of the Islands, and they have taken only a secondary part in flllin
here and there a bight or a cove with more modern reef rock, thrown
up against the shores so as to form coral reef beaches such as we
find in the Florida Reef."” Aga siz evidently did not observe any of
the raised marine deposits which are discussed later in this chaper
for the says: "I did not meet anywhere with dwpositseither of coral
or of mollusks, the position of which could not be satisfactorily a
accounted for as rusulting from the action of winds and waves, or h
hurricanes.”  One of the results of these various researches was t
establish the fact that the Bahama Islands stood on a shallow, irre
gular platform which rose out; of great depths, not only from the
Atlantic on the east, but also from the bottom of the West Indian
region on the west. In order to account for irregularities in the
margin of this platdorm, Dr. J. W. Spencer published two papers in
which he argued that the Bahama Islands, together with the rest of
the Carribbdan-Gulf regions had b en formerly much eleveated and
daring this period of elevation had undergone considerable erosion

so that its surface became de ply dissected with river-valleys and
canyons. Later, when the region sank to its present position, these
valleys were sugmerged and gave rise to the various passages betwee
the Islands as well as to the embayments which make the outline of
the Bahama platform so irregular. During the month of April, 1902,
the senior author of this chapter (Benjamin LeRoy Miller,PHD)

made a geological reconnolssance of A portion of the Bahama Islands
and later, during June and July of 1903, w-hile a Director of the
Bahama Expedit on sent out by the Geographical Society of Baltimore
he, in connection with Dr. Milli/rexamined further into the structur
of the Islands. The conclusions whichseemed to be justified by these
studie» were published just after the return of the Expedition.

"The present survey has been able to determine that the material
composing the Bahama Island is not entirely made up of wind-blown
coral an lime sand, but the lower portions of many of the
Islands, extending up to ten or fifteen or twenty-five feet above

yhr present level of mean tide, has been deposited by the ocean and
cohtainsmarien organisms in large numbers. Above thi; lies the
deposit of wind-blown material which has uip to this time been

regarded as the sole type of deposit visible throughout the archipelag
"In regard to the question of elevation of subsidence, the survey has
determined that both processes ha e taken place. The Islands were
doubtless much higher at one time than today, and. it is equally
~certain that they w»ere formerly m re depressed beneath the Atlantic
Ocean than they are now. It is im os ible to say whether they are
being elevated or submerged at the present time, as the process is
extremely slow at best, and can onLy be detected by careful measure-
ment expending over long periods of time. " From this resume it will b
seen_that four views have been held at various times by those who have
studied the geology of the Bahamas.



Nelson concluded that the Islands were stationary: Northrop, tha’
they were probzbly rising; Agassiz, that they had been depressed,;
and lastly, Shattuck and Miller, that the Islands had undergone
a former elevation; followed by a more recent depression, which i
in turn had given place to a still later elevatlonl but as to
whether the Islands are now stationary or experiencing a change
in level no opinion was experessed.

PHYSIOGRAPHIC FEATURES.
Fall into two groups, a submarine and a subaerial. Those belong
ing to the first division are largely hidden from direct
observation, benaath the surface of the ocean, and have been only
roughly ascertained by means of the sounding-line. Those of the
second division are eve ywhere open to observation and constitute
the topographic features of the Islands.

SUBMARINE DIVISION.
The Bahama Islands rest on a submerged platform which rises on all
sides abruptly from the surrounding depths of the ocean. This plat
from is the most significant physiographic feature of the Bahama
Islands, and will be considered first in relation to surrounding
fegions; seco , in regard to its own contour and slope; and third
in regard to the character of i'ts surface.
RELATION WITH SURROUNDING REGIONS: Between the great land-masses o
North and South American there is a region of land and water in-
cluding southern Mexico, Central America, the ,islands of the West
Indies, the Gulf of Mexico and the Carribbean Sea, which has long
been a puzzle to geographerw and geologists. As a result of a vast
amount of tedious sounding it has finally been ascertained that th
American Meditterranean, as this regaion is approriately called,
is divisible into three great basins. In the northwestern portion
is a huge depression which is filled by the Gulf of Mexico; in the
southeast a still greater one is occupied by the Caribbean sea;
while between them as third, deeper th~n either of the others,
holds the waters which lie between Yucatan and Cuba. These three
basins not only are separated from each other by broad banks
which rise like partitions betwe-n them, but they are also cut off
from free communication with the ocean beyond, by another bank whi
which connects the coast of South American with Florida. Altho
these banks are for the most part submerged, they aye none the les
real; for, not only do they prevent the cold water at the bottom of
the Atlantic from getting over into the-basins of the Carribbean-
Gulf region, but they also exclude free circulation of the waters
within the region itself. The islands of the West Indies are
nothinﬂ more than the superficial portions of these banks or ridges
which happen at the present epoch to rise above the surface of the
water. These dry land summits are, in terms of geology, transitory a
and uncertain. They have not alw'ays been as theK are today nor will
they remain so in the future; but they change their shapes and psoti
positions in response to movements of the earth's crust of which the
are a part. The Bahama Islands which are to considered as the
summits of a portion of he eastern ride connection South American
with Flrida are no exception. X CONTOUR AND SLOPE. The flat-topped
tildge or platform from which the Bahama Islands rise extends from
southern Florida to eastern Haiti. By an examihation of the map whic
accompanies this chapter it will be seen that this platfrom rises
rapidly from the bottom of the Atlantic to the surface of the ocean
a vertical distance of 2500 fathoms - in a littoe less tha n 25 miles



On the south, west and nor th, the asoent, alth rapid, is not so
pronouncedas towards Ahe Atlantic for the reason that the waters
east of Florida, Cuba, and Haiti are not as deep. On all sides,
however, the platform is so well marked that it stands out aw a
great submerged tableland from the surrounding ocean bottom. The
northwestern half of the Bahama platform varies greatly from the
southeastern. Not only is it shallower, lying for the most part,
as in the Great and Little Bhanma Banks, only a few feet or fathoms
beneath the surface of the ocean, but also it Is less broken than
the latter, and carries the largest Islands. The Islands of the so
utheastern half are arranged in small groups and rise rapidly on
aid-es from a lower portion of the platform. They are also separated
from each other by wide passages. The irregular outline of the
Bahama plateau is one of its most significant characteristics. In
the northeast portion this is particularly well marked oh Channel
and also by the embayments known as SThe Tongue-of the-Ocean" and
"Exuma Sound" These embayments dissect the Great Bahama Bank so
that it resembles a letter S and admits the deep waters of the ocea
into the very heatt of the plateau. The southeastern half of the pl
platform does not appear so irregular in outline; but this is due
to the fact that passages such as Crokked Island, Caicos, Turks, an
Silver Bank have taken the place 'of embayments; or, in other words,
that erosion has destroyed whatever connecting banks formerly exist-
ed and now' allows the ocean to pass unobstructed getw'een the
individual island groups. There is another feautuee which marks the
northwestern portion of the plateau strongly frofa the southeastern
and that is the greater preponderance of shallow water in the for
mer and of deep water in the latter. Throughout the northwestern.
Little and Great Bahama Banks, with the islands which they carry on
their surfaces, stand out in marked conteast to the more inslgnliflic
cant banks of the southeastern half, which form groups independent o
one another. This contrast between the t"o divisions of the Bahama
platform conveys the impression that the surface as a whole slopes
toward the southeast. This impression is increased from the fact
that the Silver and Navidad Banks, situated in the extreme south,
are devoid of islands. But one should not too quickly conclude th
from this that the platform is actually depressed toward the south
east. On the contrary the. facts would seem to indicate that the
difference in depths of water are due not so much to deformation as
to differential erosion and that the southe stem half has suf ered
relatively more than the northwestern. .SURFACE of the Bahama
platform is divisible into a deep water and a shallow water facies.
The former, as has just been said, is more expensively developed
throughout the southeastern ahlf of the region, W'hich the latter
dominates the northwestern. Concerning the physical features of the
surfice, the methods employed in the exploration of the deep-w'ater
facies have not been sufficiently delicate to reveal more than
salient features. Judging from the data procured from soundings,
its surface appears to be flat and practically featureless except
where it rises abruptly to form banks and pass over into the
shallow-water facies. More is known regarding the shallow-water
facies, for it lies so near the surface of the ocean that it can be
seen through the clear water which covers it. Aside from the islands
keys, and rocks, which will be discussed later, three features stand
out promine tly. They are coral reefs, sand bores and marine ocean
holes. Everywhere over the surface of these shallow banks coral
heads and reefs are to be found. Along the more exposed eastern face
the coral polyp flourishes and builds extensive barrie”™ reefs making
that shore practically inaccessible to shipping, while’ over the
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surface o the more sheltered tga%ks Infividual coral heads and
small reefs are constantly enoountered. These cause the bottoms to
shallow suddenly and are sonsequently much dreaded by sailors.
Dangerous reefs are frequently scattered so thickly over the surface
of the banks that is has proved inpractioable to chart, them. The
waters where they occur are avoided by vessels of large dr~Mft, and
navigation is never attempted save in broad daylight and with a
sailor at the box to noti the helmsman of approaching reefs.
Sand bars or "Sand bores™ aw they are suaally oalled occur in
greatestabundance over the surface of the bank south of the Tongue-
of-the-Ocean. In this region they are so numerout as to make it
dangerous for even light shipping during times of ebb tide. These sa
sand bores are very low bars of white, coral sand which collect on
the banks and ftfrequently rise a few feet above the surface of the
ocean. During ebb tide they are laid bare in great numbers, but
during high water most of them disappear. TheY are not fixed in one
position, but shift about with the evdt-ohanglng currents.
Submarine ooean holes, or "blue holes" as they are frequently called
are, as the name indicates, deep holes which open suddenly downwards
from the surface of the banks. In the Bahamas, the corlor of the
shallow water is green and of deep water, blue; so that depth is
indicated by color. The presence of an ocean-hole is threfore >hown
by color. Yhr Eresence of an ocean hole is therefore shown by an iso
lated area of blue water in the midst of a sea of green; hence the
term "blue hole"” These ocean holes vary in diameter from a few feet
to a quarter of a mile or more. Their sides beneath fhe opening
frequently flare out like a bottle, and are usually covered with
healthy branches of growing coral and many different varieties of
marine plants, whowlng that there is a constant circulation of water
Numerous attempts have be n made to ascertain the depth of these
holes, but only in a few cases have lines succeeded In reaching the
bottom. Agassiz found that some of the holes which he fathomed were
at least 300 feet deep. It has been frequently observed that the
water boils or rushes through these ocean-holes in harmony with the
ebb and flow of the tide, proving that they are connected with deep
water beyond. Although these ocean holes are occasionally met with
they connot be considered of common occurrence. Aggassiz states that
the principal ones are as follows: One 5 to 6 miles from Hawks Bill
Rock; three, of 18,24 and 13 fathoms, a little north of Blue Hole Po
point. These are about 5 miles apart on a northerly line. There are
two more of 17 and 38 fathoms, in the extension of a line of
Blossom Channel leading from Tongue of the Ocean upon the bank. Ther
is also a 15 fathom hole at High Point on Andros, and a 20 fathom
hole in the middle bight betwen Gibson Key and Big Wood Key. The
senior author of this paper had a novel experience at this particual
oeean hole during his Ffirst cruise In the Bahamas. After a long
search the locality was discovered one evening at sundown, and the s
ship brought to anchor for the night close by. The boat, as she lay
at rest, was about an eight of a mile from the ocean-holel The
surface of the water above the hole was covered with a circular mass
of foam about 15 feet In diameter, rotating siwwiy in a direction
contrary "0 the hands of a watoh. All hands on board could plainly s
see from the dsltance at whioh the boat stood that the surface of th
the water above the hole sag ed and took on a saucer-like depression.
A boat was quickly lowered and rowed cautiously toward the ocean hole
As soon as It Arrived in the saucer-like depression It was caught in
the whirlpool and moved slowly round and round with the motion of
the water. Looking down, the opening Into the cavern beneath could
be dsitlotly seen and It was evident, .as the tide was flow»ing, that



thig ooean hole communicated with other caverns at a distanoe,
possibly on the island of Andros, and that the water was being sucke
down through the opening to find its way into unknown parts. The wal
walls of this ocean hole Wer""ijgig)JJ:]-w’\th living coral and marine
plants. An attempt was made at s-DiJaXing Dut the lead did not suddedd
In reaching bottom. MoNT*UK' newyori

(The highest ridges are a5 Cat Island, where they rise
to acout 400 feet, but this is uncommom.
SUBAERIAL DIVISION
The Bahama Osjamds cpmsost pf sp,e tjree tjplsamd pr ,pre
islands, keys, and rocks.

.--- On the larger iwlands, lakes, pondB and marshes are
frequently met with. Many of these are shallow, while others are g
quite deep and are connected more or less directly with the ooean.
They are usually undrained, contain brackish water, and their shores
are lined with mangroves and other characteristic salr IovingP plants
Examples of these are Lake Killarney and Harold Pond on New Providen
The shores of these lakes advance and recede with the fil Ing or
desiccating of the body of water within. One of the most beautiful
brackish lakes in the Bahamas is located in the interior of Watlings
Island It is known as Great Lake, contains brackish water, and is
repo ted to be connected with the sea beyond. On the day that the
expedition visited this lake, foam from'the water had bedn blown upo
the beach into drifts which quivered in the breeze like piles of '
eider down. An additional interest is attached to this lake as it is
believed to be the one seen by Columbus on the morning of the day
when he first touched foot in America. In addition to'these lakes
there are deep, well-like depressions filled with salt water and
connected with the ocean by subterranean passages. They ebb and flow
with the tide, support marine like, and in all essential features
resembld the submarine ocean holes, except that they ocour on land,
usually removed some distance from the sea. One of the most perfect
of these occurs at Tarpum Bay, just behind the settlement and at a
distance of about a quarter of a mile from the sea shore. This terre
trial ocean hole is circular in form and is said to be 100 feet deep.
It contains salt water, and one standing on the rim can distinctly see
marine fishes swimming about in the water below. The surface of this
water changes with the tide and there is no doubt that a subterranean
chnnel connects this hole with the ocean outside. There are all
graduations between these terrestrial ocean holes and a smaller type
of well like openings known as banana holes. These banana holes are
cylindrical depressions with perpendicular sides, and attain at times
a depth of 25 feet or more. Their bottoms are usually lines with soil
or mud, but at other times contain brackish or salt water which ebbs
and flows with the tide. Others have no such connection and remain dry
except when filled with rain water. These holes range downward in size
until they merge with the general rough surface of the country. The
smaller ones having z depth of 5 or 10 feet usually contain rich soil
and are used to grow bananas; hence the name. Throughout the Bahamas
the surface rock is extremely rough and is oarved into innumerable
cvaitieis and holes. When these o‘penings are about the size of a flows
pot they are known as pot holes although they are due to solution and
not to mechanical erosion. These pot holes are filled with rich soil
and in them the pineapple plant is cultivated.

AGUEOUS DEPOSITS
The deposits formed b the agency of water have either been laid down
at the bottom of the small ponds describrd above or by the waves and
currents of the ocean. The deposits made at the bottom of the small

lakes are of little extent. They, however, are of considerable importa



ON HIS MAJESTY'S SERVICE.
___________________________ 1t

at'Thecretary s Office,
Bahamas.
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~o.m/iwi/l14. Colonial Secretary's Office,
In replying please gnote~
this nuinlier.

Bahamas.

17th.March,1915.

Sir,

In reply te yeur letter ef the 4th.instant,l have
the heneur te infem yeu that the Crewn Land en Beuth
Cat Cay,which is practically the whele ef the Cay, wee-
granted ty the Crewn te the Boneurahle Thanas Millians
in 1874, and*in 1902 his Xxecuters seld te Henry Clay
Reene ef Jersey City,Hew Jersey,U.S.k.,whese present
address is unknewn.

| have the heneur te he.
Sir,

Yeur ebedient Servant
Acting CelenAAl Secretary.
Mr.W.W. Streng,

Ulani,

Mlcrida.



January 9th, 1910.

Honorable Il. tolls hurant,
kttornoy General
l-ucaau, l.".I'., bahanas. '

hear Ji’» xmrant

I reoently purchased froin ir. ,,alter C.
dootnc that port, of Cat Cay muricod. on tiie chart, o

of which 1 wn enoloBIng you.
»

1 uro thinking of looating at aouc place on
toe Jahaita loland a email hotel of about 2'>roouiS, to
oe. Operated in connection with a larger notel hure at
kiajui beach.

*

Could you kindly saotire for me a oompleie nap.
of Cat Cay, koutii Cat Cay, and tell too who ov.na the
remaining portion« of outh Cat Cay and whether 1 oould
ceaure title to the remainin'? nortlo s ? ny information
you oan give me on thia subjeot will be ;« stly appreciated

Youro very truly.



Attorney General*s Chambers,
Nassau, jf. P., Bahamas

March 20th. 1919

Mr. Carl G. Usher,
Alton Beach,

Miami,Pla.

Dear sir:-

~he Honourable y. C. Wells Durrant has handed to me
your letter of the 17th Instant, and requested me to ieply
thereto.

Mr.Durrant is now aoting colonial Secretary during the
absence of His B«oellenpy the GO\iernor on six months leave,
and 1 hé{/é been appointed as Aoting Attorney General in his
place, and will be oarrylng on hie private practice for him.

He has asked me to say that after a consultition with
the Governor, it has been arranged Chata lease of South Cat
Cay should be given you by the Crown for ten years at an annual
rental of £150, with the right of renewal for another period
of ten years, and after that term has elapsed, with a further
right of renewal for a period of five years.

The first year's rental of £150 must be paid in advance.

The crown will also require a deposit of £200 as a
guarantee that the construction of the hotel will be commenced
before the end of December of the present year (1919). This
sum of £200 to be forfeited at the option of the Crown if the

building of the hotel is not commenced before the date above

referred to#
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I trust | bars made myeelf clear in thia matter, and will
be pleated to hear from you with respect to the same at your
early convenience.

Tours very truly,



April 2n, 1919%

Mr. *e Aenneth Solomon.
Acting Attorney Amoral,
Hassan, H.P«, dahomas.

Dear Sir t

1 havo yours of'Karoh 26th and | must say that
1 was considerably surprised at the unount Of annual rental
which you have decided upon us being nominal for South Cat
Cdy, be only paid *376 oaah for title outright to the
larger part of the ‘Island = and X had on idea that a rental
of one hundred dollars a year for the balance would be a
very liberal consideration, when you take into consideration
that fact that large, acreages of tillable land can be purchased
around Scmini at {15 an acre.

1 think, under tua olroumstanooe, 1 would profbr to
lot the matter rest as it ie ft>r the present, and X am in
hopoa that 1 oan run over and see you ooiae tlni neat season
and possibly negotiate with yon for a more reasonable loose,

I thank you just the ear® for your efforts In ray
bahalf.



lir. Shonas J. Banooast
Hlaad eaoh Inprorenent Oonpany,
Hlarf. Doaoh, Florida.

Dear Hr» Fanooast i

Replying to yours of the 20th I 1 do not
own any land on north Boninl. X own a part of south
Catt 3ay, which is Just south of Hr, Strong's island
and both these islands are looated 10 »lies south of
Benin!.

An fiad to hear the olub-house sito is going
ahead« that do you hear about Voters and his hotel ?

Yours veiy truly,
CGFiR



Attorney General’s Chancers,
Nassau, N, P., Bahamas.
Decemoer 16th,1919.

The Alton Beacn Realty Co.,
Riant Reach,
ylorida.
Gentlemen,
The Honourable p. C. Wells Durrant has handed me
your letter to him of the 9th instant and requested me t:)
reply thereto.
Hr.Durrant is now acting colonial secretary and
I am acting Attorney General and carrying on his private
practice for him.
IT you desire the deed relating to South Cat Cay
recorded, you should send it to ms for that purpose, and I
will attend to the matter immediately. It is impossicle to
say just what the recording fees will oe until the deed is
received.
With respect to the taxes due the crown, | have
made enquiries at the surveyor General's office, and they
have confirmed my own opinion that there are none.



Deoemb, r 18th, 1919.

Mr. Harold £. Talbott, Jr.,
'‘Dayton-Wright Airplane Comj<any,
Dayton, Ohio.

Doar Harold :

I just received a letter from Hr. Strong of
Cat Cay. He says that he got two pheasants from
Mrs. Rlokroer's maid.  One of, them got out of the ooop
on the way over, and the other is running around the
yard, quite tame - but ho would like to have some more
to get a gbod start, sp if it isn’t too mu;h trouble to
ship us down a dozen, we will try and sajt them up.

fours vi ry truly,
CGFsR



hi:*.

1 Deo, 20, 1919.

Hon. Kenneth Holomon,
Attorney General, |
Kasaan, H.P. Bahamas,
Boar olr:-

1 am enclosing herewith deed from Walter C. Boome to The Alton
Beach Healty Company,' a corporation of Florida, which | wish you would place on
record, and return to ue together with your feee for such recording and oblige

Xours very truly,

Bacretary.

- -id



January Sth, 1920,

Mr. Harold. E. Talbott, Jr.,
Dayton-Wright Airplane Company,
Dayton, “‘hlo. 1

Dear Harold t

V1 ‘

We received, the birds alright - all but one. Ve
got ready to go to Bimini yesterday but had a strong north-
vest v.Ind and very rough, so decided to put off the trip for
a OJple of days. The birds are now in a quiet S(X>t and
we will take them over in a day or so. .

Mr. Selberling got in yesterday. You might know
he wouL. arrive " in a cold spell. Mr. >>eibczi ing has some
pheasants and told, me that ho would sen* on aone in a short
time, and we expect to have this Cat Cay well stocked in
another year or so.

have a big string of polo ponies in now and

the fields arc looking fine. Hope to see you dovn here
soon.

Yours very truly
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July 15, 1920.

Mr. Oarl 0. Fisher,
434 K. Oapitol Avenue,
Indianapolis, Ind.
Dear Carl:

I met Mr. Strong over in town night before
last and. he tells me that Ballard, went up to Lemon City and. bought
the Ogden house for $500,000. Ballard did not say anything to us
about it and. I understand he has left here now. He has also
leased the Harry Pancoast house on the ooean ; | suppose one
place is to be for a residence and the other for business

We never did get to Oat Key. Mr, Strong was to
come over to-day before he went back to Cat Key. Tell Jim that if
he shows up | am going to give him the monkey; he said ho would be
very glad to take it over and give it a good home

Drop me a line occasionally

JHL-K



July 19th, 1920.

Mr. John H. Levi,
Miami Beach, ria.

Dear John»-

Even if Ballard did buy the Ogden house there
Is no reason why you ray not go ahead with Cat Key.

I hope you will give Strong that "damn" monkey
and 1 think that you can arraage to send this monkey to
Cay Key soma tire during the winter season when everybody
that dislikes the m-nkey is not around, i* oan arrange to
have a Brass Band, farewell address, and?jfUte considerable
eeremoily for’his doprture. 1 have been quite surprised In
the »st that sonejndy hasn't knocked rseven bells of neH."
out of him and hov*he exoaoed from the aquarium wreak Is
past me.

Keep your eye on Ballard. He is a live wire, v ty
fast, and he has agreed to all of the plans | submitted him
for Cat Kqy, and if he goes thru with these plans this little
island is destined to be one of the most beautiful plaoes of
the world and racist famous, so we want to give him all the help
we oan.

z Very truly yours.

CC-FtEH



ahamas. July 26,1920.

Nr Carl G.Fieber.
Indianapolis, Ind.

My Dear Mr fisher:-
I went over to Miami on Saturday July 9th
and during the afternoon met your Mr Van Duren,who gave ne
your letter introducing Mr Ballard,and after many attempts

at meeting we finally met at 7 i.M. Sunday morning at his

Hotel. He drove over to your boat house expecting to go

to Oat Cay,but the Captain reported sea too rough.

la drove back to town and had a general
t81k regarding the Cay and Mr Bsllard saemed to be very much
interested in the whole matter and explained his ideas quite
ftwly and fully.

As he W8S going out tarpon fishing for a few
days he stated that if the weather and sea was favorable he
would take a run over to Cat Cay in the boat be had chartered
and asked for a letter to Mrs Strong which | gave him,he however

did not get over



not

Strong Manor.
Mondays morning paper came out with an article regarding the

sale of the Tei House Plantation by Mr Ogden, and while dt did

meBtioB th® Purchaser | had -a feeling that it was Mr Ballard.

Mater during the «eek | was talking with Mr Highleman and he

told me the particulars of the transaction,which were taking
place at the tine that | was looking for Mr Ballard and were

consumated about 3 O°"clock Sunday morning,and the sale was to
Mr Ballard at a consideration of 4 301.000 a small payment of

a few thousand being made at the time,balance on defered payment

arrangement.

Even though Mr Ballard had only just a few hours
previous closed for the lea Bouse Plantation he seemed most i
to look into the Cat Cay proposition and made enquiries regarding
about everything one could think of.
I was very glad indeed to meet Mr Ballard and
greatly *appreciate your efforts in the matter.
Rith best wishes and kindest regards fro us

both to yourself and Mrs Eishen.

Yours very truly



Mr. K. W. strong.
Strong iSanor,
Oat Cay,

By strong»

X have your letter of tho 26th nit, X had a
letter from Ed Ballard the other day and he is still figuring
strong on Oat Cay and he is the ano mra in all America that X
believe ean do the Job right. Be trades fast, is a big square
follow with a lot of friends. X am sorry yon did not get to
go over Oay Oijrwith him, however, let the thing reSt until Bov-
ember and X will be down the 1st of November and will get Ballard
to come over to see you. The fact that he Aas a plaoe at Miami is
no reason why he r. cold not have the othejflllaae end X have already
written him to thia effect.

I am sorry it ine’t tine now to oome to Miami.

Yrars very truly.

OGptna



Sept. I1Bth, 1980.

Mr. fl. W. strong,
Oat Cay, Bahama In.

Hf dear Strong«-

We wish to put a wireless telephone
on Oat Ogjr this winter, W.ill you please make appli-
cation from the British government for the installation
of same?

Tours very truly.



lat Cay, Bahmaa. Deo 1,19».

Mr pari 3.Fisher.

Miaai, Beach, Fla.
My Dear garl:-

I am sorry and ashamed to have to tell you that
I have only this day received your letter relative to the
installation of a telephone at Cat Cay.
Mrs Strong and myself" went to N.Y early in September
and arranged to have our mail forwarded from our box at Miami
to whereever we were stopping,but neglected to to tell the folks
at Cat Cay to forward any that may come there,so what did they do
but hold 1t until our return. AU our mail comes addressed to us
at Box 459, Miaai, Fla. and the Customs Office forwards it to us
either direct to Cat Cay or to Bimini when ever there is any,in that
way we get our mail frequently,while if it goes via Nassau we only
get it once a month. | habe made the request for permission to
erect a wireless telephone at Cat Cay for private use,not a

commercial proposition.
I was sorry not to have seen you while in Miami,but

you werd busy and | was trying to get home as soon as | could,so did
not call again. Will see you soon.Best wishes and kindest regards

to you both.In which Mrs S joins me.



R. B. FISHER

ATTORNEY

Sandusky,0., June 21,1922.

Mr. Carl G. Fisher,
Indianapolis, Indiana.

My Dear Mr' Fisher:-

After seeing you | wrote Ballard and Tag-
gart and before leaving Indianapolis, | had a talk with Alli-
son and wrote Ballard what you thought of the proposition. This
morning | am in receipt of a letter from Mr. Peters and he ex-
pressed himself with a great deal of approval as to your views
on the situation, and would like mighty well to have you and Bal-
lard and Taggart into the proposition, or any others that you
might suggest. A man by the name of Johnson has been to see Mr.
Peters and has gone over the situition with him, and also went
to Nassua to see what the situation was there. The Nassua people
want Captain Charles Thompson tj> come with them, and Thompson
wants to stay with the Bimini proposition and wants you to take
an interest in it, believing with your interest and prestage
it can be made one of the most attractive places on the East
coast, and will take the trade from -Nassau. The distance from
Miami, the location and the Hotelalready built have a great
advantage over Nassau. | wish that you would take the matter up
personally with Ed. Ballard and advise me what he has to say.
Thompson advises smaller boats than you suggested, boats th”t

will draw about J™~feet of water, ani sea-worthy, that would



R. B. FISHER

ATTORNEY

not necessitate any great expense. Please let me hear from

you by return mail.

Yours truly,

RBF-VR



R. B. FISHER

ATTORNEY

Sandusky,O., June 28,1922,

carl'G. Fisher,
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Ed. Ballard,
French Lick Springs, Indiana.

My Dear Sirs:—

I am taking the liberty of writing the same letter
to each of you, in regard to Hotel Bimini, for | think you are both
equally interested in this proposition on my talk with you.

I suggested to Mr Ballard that Mr. Beterswould be
interested in taking over the Tee House Plantation at Lemon City
as a part consideration for the Bimini Hotel, and I am not cer-
tain, but Irthink | made the same statement to Mr Fisher. | am in
receipt of a letter today from Mr. Peters saying that he would
consider the Tee House Plantation at Lemon City belonging to Mr.
Ballard, at $200,000, and that he would also consider beach pro-
perty of thesame value frornMr. Fisher, providing an agreed price
could be obtained for Hotel Bimini. The price that Mr. Peters is
asking for that is $750,000« The balance of the purchase price
can be made , say five notes payable each twelve months at six
per cent, four of these notes at $J0,000 each and one note $35,000
you to assume the present mortgage of $117,000 due in 1924. | am
giving you now the substance of Mr Peters proposition, and | would
be glad to meet you gentlement together for further consideration
of an exchange of property and an agreement upon prices.

If this plan could be carried you would not have
to put up any money at the present time. It is difficult to submit
a proposition of this nature, and | would much prefer to see you
personally, and if at all interested | wish that you would advise
me when and where | can meet you, for | believe that from my know-
ledge of the situation that you together,with one or two others,
would be able to handle’'Hotel Bimini.

Please let me hear from you by return mail.

RBF-MR



June 29th. 1922

Mr. R. B. Bisher,
Sandusky, Ohl..

Bear Sir:

Replying to yours of the 28th., | am not
now, or never havé been, interested in Bikini. The plan
there don’t sait me one bit and never will, and 1 want
to ingress thoroughly on_your mind, Mr. Fisher, that
I could not possibly be interested in Bimini. There &re
no facilities there for golf, polo or ether amusements
to make 1t attractive.

Tours very truly,

CARL G. FISHER

Mr. Fisher absent,
signed by IiC

CGF-MEC



Mr. Chase May 27, 1927.
Mr. Fisher. Cat Key Club.

mbefore | left Miami Beach 1 made a deal with Dan
Mahoney to turn over to a club a part of Cat Key
for a small club and pier there on the eastern
side of Cat Key at Dollar Harbor which iB an un-
usually good harbor. The best part of the harbor,
however, is at the southern part of the island.
>»¢ could build a Brnall inexpensive building and
pier there with a care taker and it would greatly
facilitate our general club plan of having a fish-
ing club in the Bahamas.

I don’t think Dan has done anything on the matter,
mmhen you get back, | think you could get up a

club there with a very small membership and we
colld get enough to pay for the pier and club house
we don’t want anything elaborate. What | have in
mind can all be done for #10,000 or .,;12,000.

Then we can enter into aracangeiaents to cooperate

in the expense of maintaining this club, together
with Cocolobo and Montauk clubs.

Will write you further in a few days



Maroh 15, (928.

Capt. Desmond Clark,
Miami, Florid».

My dear Mr. Clark«

This will introduce to you Captain
Kile W. Strong, the owner of Cat Cay, the
Island | referred to in our conversation of
a fee days ago.

If you are con inning to be inter-
ested in seeing this island, | think I can
send you ver on Tuesday on the "Shadow H"
with Captain strong. | may not be able to
be with you, but Captain Strong is thoroughly
familiar with the picture eh ch | had in mind
for the development of the island. If you
cannot sake it on Tuesday, | will .get a boat
to tai» you on "»dnesday.

I have not lost faith in the last
three or four years in the prospects of the
business th-1 could be done by a good substan-
tial boat goirg from Miami to Cat Cay, where
a small hotel could be had and n club house
and snail cottages.

Long Key Fishing Cun®, which is ninety
miles south of here, is very profitable, without
the facilities for liquor, without the location
or the beauty of Cat Coy and without a golf course
— in fact, without anythiig except some fishing
boats. Loig Key has one advantage in the railroad
connection, but Oaf Cay has better fitfiing grounds
by far, and would make it available for thousands
of people to actually see the Grand Bahama Banks
which have been famous for their beauty for hundreds
of years.

Very truly yours,



y*"E CAJ CAJ CLUB

DALLAS PARK HOTEL

MIAMI, FLORIDA

April 1, 1928.

Mr. Carl G. Fisher,
Miami Beaoh, Fla.

Dear Mr. Fisher:

Mr. Strong left word for me that you had de-
finitely agreed to take over that small piece on Cat
Cay for your club purposes.

On account of all my original arrangements
with him, etc., | would like awfully to see you just
as soon as possible, with a view of talking over some
of the details.

It is needless to say that | feel immensely
pleased that you are going to do what you anticipate
and tnere are naturally many ways in which | can be
of assistance. At least | have a small organization
actively at work, which can be used in a supplementary
way.

Wont you please have your Secretary, Mr.
Thompson, let me know when | can come over to see you?

JRC/om



April 30, 1928

Mr. J. H* Clarke,
Dallas Park Api rtments,
Miami, Florida.

Ily dear Mr. Clarkej

I expected befcre this to be able to get over to
Cat Cay with sane of our Board. One of the members came
on here and only had a fee hours to stay and left for the
Panama Canal. He returned and had one and one half hours
to catch a train for Hew York. Another member of our
Board was caught in a big fire in New York which takes all
of his time so that he is cut out of his visit. This
leaves the whole situation up in the air again. | don’t
want to tackle the job until our Montauk Club is re-financed
and until we can spend $10,000 or $15,000. on the island.

I was in hopes the Bath Club might purchase the
island and give us rights on same which would bo just what
we would like to have and would be a good thing for the
Bath Club, especially so if thqy would provide some sort
of transportation,

4 .
I will let you hear further from me after |
return north and meet our new Board.

Very truly yours.

COFjT
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August 29, 1928.

TO MOM IT MAY CNOERHI

. For several years past | have been acquainted
with the advantages of Oat Oay for hbtel and club
purposes, for thé use of the island as a big draw-
mq card for fishermen and_golf players who wish to
get away from the more aotive resorts.

Oat Oay has three bathing beaohes as fine as
any others 1 know of in_existence. _The island it-
self is nractioally solid rook and is indestruc-
tible. i%he harbors are well protected and oan
offer_accommodations for a Iaage number of_yachts.
The dietartoe from the mainland of Florida iS less
than fifty miles_and with proper transportation
thousands of visitors to Miami _and Miami Beach
would certainly visit Oat Cay for at least one
or two days, if oiily to say they had seen the
Grand Bahama Banks.

.1 had at ane time seriously considered
building a golf course, club house and small
hotel at Oat Oay and | oontinue to think the

lan a good one, but my own investments at

ontauk " and at Miami Beaoh are such that |
cainot see my way clear to go ahead with these
additional investments at this time.

_He rre seriqusly considering Ieasm% a
portion of this island to extend™our Clu
system and will be glad to cooperate with any
ov/nerc of the islrnds who will go ahead with
the necessary IEinrovements so that our Club
members could have available these additional
club facilities.

Very truly yours,

CGFsT



british cat cay club

BAHAMAS
T-tuNnTV-MHtLIhYC FUum MIAMI

December 6th
19 2 8

Mr. Carl G. Fisher,
Fisher Properties,
Miami Beach, Florida

My dear Mr. Fisher:

. . Please note heading
of this_stationery. 1| had this_made in an-
ticipation only, and it is not in use.

) _Under your oriticism
of the caption - thirty minutes from Miami -
I am killing that, and in the literature hav-
ing another out made setting forth - fort
minutes by plane, one and one half hours by
eﬁpress oruiser, and three hours by steam-
ship.

. . One or two things |
did not succeed in telling you the other day
- in_making new deal with Mr. Strong paid
him $3400.00 in cash, not a huge sum, of
course, but enough to show confidence. He
reciprocated by putting the house in on the
deal. Thereby consolidating all of Cat Cay
in one piece now. Reduced the interest rate
from eight per oent to six per cent, lopped
off a large sum of back interest, nothing
more to pay until April, 1929, and five
years on balance in annual payments.

Have incorporated un-
der British laws, "The Bahamian Company, Lim-
ited"”, capitalization $500,000.00. Incorpor-
ation is now finished. It will receive the



BRITISH CAT CAY CLUB

BAHAMAS

|i)_roperty. Thus, | believe, making it a
ittle easier to handle some financing.

JRC/SM

Alhambra Hotel
Miami
ELorila



T

September 13, 1939

Mr. 0. LeBoutilller,
367 Pennsylvania S'atlon,
lew York Gity.

My dear LeBouts

Mr. Louis Wasey, who as you probably
know, has purohasec; several pieces”of pronprty
from us, was out the other day and he wants to
build him a house here for next season, so we
made him a trade of some of his oitypxoperty
for 350 feet of lake front property on tire'sjH*

tern side of Montauk Lake. Tuip“is a part of\\
500 feet property whioh | reserved there a year
ago Just for some special occasions of»”this”kind.

In addition to_building a_house here,
Mr. Wasey is interested in having his own boat-
house In"the commercial nroperty™where he oan
ereotPa* small yard end watoh his own paint jobs
and build a few row boats, etc. AKvou know,
many men get in the paat business just to have
something to do in their idle hours, and | think
Mr.. Kasey iIs anxioup to have a pl~ce to loaf
arountl*}]_and a -ell the cedar shavings, whioh is
something | like to do.

. In order to legate him in the commercial
seation, 1t will be_necessary to make a dredge
out givingzhim a slip so that hia racing boat and
hie pows t can get into this location.
think_he MIlill take fwo acres at a price of $21,000
““will Nahably~ooet $10,000 t0 make this out

the Big dredge, i1t ¢gill have to be done
some_day.AXThe dredge/wnl be off the job they
hare In” th< lake about next Wednesday

. What do you think about putting through
this extra out?whyile the dredge ISF,) here.9 J

Yours
OOFtT



MemO: Sept. 13, 1934
Subject Cat Cay

Mrs. Margaret C. Fisher:

«

I have yoour letter of the 10th Inst,
requesting information concerning the cost of south
Cat Cay to Mr. Fisher. 1 find the following record
of payments by Mr. Fisher:

Dec. 21, 1918, W. E. Brown, purchase of 20 acres by

BrOWN....oocoiiceeee et $400.00
Feb. 21, 1919, W. E. Brown, commission 20.00
420.00

signed

PAUL KUNSCHIK

Note: Mr. Brown was an employee of Mr. Fisher's



| GOING THROUGH SOME OF MY OLD PAPERS,! CAME
ACROSS THE ENCLOSED LETTER,RELATIVE TO SOUTH
Cat Cay.

From this letter it appears quite plain th,t

Commodore Roome owned practically all of South
Cat Cay,and that nit wit at Nassau who claims
that he owns nearly all of it,is crazy in the

head. Thought you might like to have this



June 27, 191)7

Mr. H.Wright
Whitfield Wright & Whitfield
Metcalf Building

Orlando, Florida

Dear Mr. Wright:

I have your letter of recent date asking information on the
acreage Mrs. Margaret Fisher owns in the center of South Cat
Cay.

First of all, when | called on Mrs. Fisher a year ago last

summer | wold her 1 wanted to do a little hunting on her property
and my own if we found the Island suitable for putting out birds,
but after having an expert look it over it was decided this was
not possible.

I have not made any improvements on the island nor do | contemplate
any. The island is so long and narrow it is really not suited for
anything.

I Told Mrs.sEisher that sometime in the future | planned to move
Colored Town from Cat Cay to South Cat, but that I would let her
know before so doing and if she wanted to sell her twenty acres for
a modest price | would be interested in buying it.

When you see Ltrs. Fisher please give her my kind regards and those
of Mrs. Wasey, as well.

Very truly yours,
(Signed)

Irw/m
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LAW OFFICES
WHITFIELD. WRIGHT & WHITFIELD
707-711 METCALF BUILDING
W. K.WHITFIELD IB7E-I040
HOMER W. WRIOHT ORLANDO. FLORIDA
W. K.WHITFIELD. JR

June 28, 19h7.

Mrs. Carl G. Fisher,
Montauk, New York.

Dear Mrs. Fisher:

I have received from Mr. 'Vasey a reply to my letter to
him in reference to your property in the center of South Cat
Cay, and | am enclosing to you herewith a copy of his letter.

Inasmuch as you are in New York, and it seems that Mr.
Wasey has an office in New York City, you might like to call
on him and discuss with him the proposition mentioned in his
letter, and for that reason | am sending you a copy of his

letter.
We continue to have nice rains here.
Trust that you will have a pleasant summer.
With kind regards and best wishes, | am,
Very truly yours,
HWW/3

Encl. - Copy of letter.
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January 7, 1953

Mrs. Howard Lyon
14.60 Brickell Avenue
Miami, Florida

Dear Margaret:

It has been a long time since | have seen you, and
I found your address through Mrs. Jewell Edwards, as
I did not know where in the South you were located.

I am coming down for the winter to Cat Cay next Thurs-
day morning, flying from New York. Then 1 will go
over to the Island on Saturday.

I would like to meet you on Friday at any time that
is convenient to you, and will 'phone you on Thursday
when | get to Miami.

I want to have a discussion with you about South Cat
Cay. I would be very glad to discuss this with you
and your lawyer if you want me to.

What | have in mind is this: | have a ninety-nine
year lease on South Cat Cay, other than the twenty
acres that you own. The rental that | am paying year-
ly is thirty shillings per acre, and the acreage that
I have consists of forty. | can buy this acreage
from the Government any time that |1 care to do so
after | have spent $5000 on the Island.

The way it is situated at the present time, | have
the first twenty-eight acres on the north side near-



ERWIN. WASEY&- COMPANY. INC.

I am going to PUt my colored town on South Cat Cay, !
which, naturally, does_not do the property any good./
But as the~Island is nothing’*5ht a mass of rocks, 1
can not imagine anybody building any resort homes
there.

However, | want to be a hundred percent fair with
you, and | am perfectly willing to make a lease on
the same basis that I am paying the Nassau Govern-
ment, or to buy your twenty acres at the same price
I can buy the other acreage.

I get out a yearly magazine called the Cat Cayer,
and | am sending you one under separate cover.

I do not get much news from Montauk these days, and
I do not know whether you have been going out there
in the summers or not.

I had Mrs. Milo Strong and her companion over to the
Island for Christmas and New Year's. In fact, |
get them over every year at that time.

It is way back now in '31 when Carl introduced me to
Mr. Strong at Montauk and was helpful in my buying
the Island from the Strongs.

Looking forward to seeing you, and with best wishes,

LRWasey
earn
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January 14, 1953.

Dear Mrs Lyon:

Mr. Wasey asked me to drop you a note to tell
you he hasbeen delayed on his trip South, and
will not be coming down until next week - about
Thursday - and he will get in touch with you

Mrs Howard Lyon
1460 Brickell Avenue
Miami, Fla.



- E=A

Miami, Jan. 6
Dear Mr. Higgs*

I have reached an agreement with Mr.
Lour R. Wasey for him to purchase 20
acres of land on South Cat Cay.

I would like to have you/ represent
me in this sale.

Hon. Stafford L. Sands, represents
Mr. Wasey.

My agreement was for Mrm Wasey to pay
a total price of ¢25,000.00, with 6"
ubterest®. $5,200.00 on sighing contract,
balance payable ¢5,000.0 per year, with
clause that full amount may be paid at
any time.

Very truly,
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ERWIN, WASEY COMPANY, INC.
Q/ldvertising

NEW YORK + CHICAOO + MINNEAPOLIS + LOS ANOELES
OKLAHOMA CITY + TORONTO + MONTREAL + LONDON
PARIS + STOCKHOLM + RIO DE JANEIRO

OFFICE OF ORAYPAR BUILDING

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
June 20
19 55

Mrs. Carl Fisher
Montauk Point, Long Island
New York

My dear Margaret:

The other day in Miami | called you up, and you were out. |
didn't call back as | was on my way north.

I am going to make a Foundation on the two-thirds interest
under the lease that | have at South Cat Cay and give it to
the Foundation. 1 am going to raise money to build an ideal
colored town on the Island. This is an operation that | am
going to do and not the Cat Cay company. | have had engineers
go over the property and they recommend laying the village out
on the north end of the Island, which has some sand on the
property. As you know, the Island is long and narrow and most
of 1t is all rock, covered with two feet of brush. With all
the years that you have had the Island, it is not doing you
any good, and the only advantage to me in having it would be
so that I can tell the colored people that they have a whole
Island of their own, and as a matter of pride it would be a
nice thing for them to say. Outside of this, | do not need
the acreage.

I have told the people that are going to go into the Foundation
with me that I was going to offer you $5,000 cash for your
acreage, or $1,000 a year for ten years, and give you your
choice. Think this over, and | will get in touch with you
either this coming weekend or the week following, because 1 am
going to Nassau the day after the Uth of July for the balance
of the week and am going to England July 15 for two months.

I hope you are well, and with best wishes, 1 remain

LRWasey
it



London, Ohio
July 7th, 1S55

Mr. 1» R. Waoay,

Srwin, Waoey & Garnery, In*»
Craybar Building,

Raw Toyfc City«

3oat Lou:

Hav® been in cjilo for a ec.pl®
of nooks, and likely «ill net return to
Ito» York before you nail.

Regarding the South Cot Ony property -

you could have «med it year® ago, i1f you

had not persioted in railing ridiculous offers
to ins, which amounted to na giving you the
plaoa. Real estate boo been a buadnaeo for

no the past several yenra end w?®n | a® ready
to cell a property | nans th® price» In thia
case, it is 525,000.0?. I would toko one half
cash, with the balance uvor not ever'five

yooro at Gfr interest.

Will gat ay call thru the Ifoutadk
Long Island postoffice for th.o noz.t few month®.
It is forwarded to me wherever | http cn to be.
iy attorney is Mr. W, Garry Miller, 5°5 S. s.
3rd Ave. Ft. Lauderdale, ?ia. wo whcea correo-
Pﬁnd(ajneol nay be addressed if you wioh to clsee
e deal.

Cordially,

To Mr. Miller:

This is regarding 20 acres of land on South Oat Oay, Bahamas, which

Mr. Wasey has w anted for the past twenty years. | have known him long -
a nd well. | do not know whether there is any difficulty in getting money
out of the Bahamas or not, but you will know, about it anyway.

Best regards, M. F. Lyon

Leaving for NY Sunday be at Montauk arount the 20th, | think.



ERWIN. WASEY & COMPANY, INC.
(Advertising

NEW YORK * CHICAGO + MINNEAPOLIS + LOS ANOELES
OKLAHOMA CITY + TORONTO + MONTREAL + LONDON
PARIS + STOCKHOLM + RIO DE JANEIRO
OFFICE OF GRAYBAR BUILDINO
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

July Ih, 1955

Mrs. Howard Lyon
Maitalk, New York

My dear Margaret:
Your letter has been received, just before my de-
parture far England. 1 will be back the middle of

September, at which time | will get in touch with
you.

I think we can work out something that will be
satisfactory all the way around.

With ny best wishes to you and Howard, 1 remain

Very cordially yours,

LHWasqy
it

ISYlir™



Chambers,
Nassau

Bahamas.

17th December, 1955.
Mrs. Howard Lyon,
1460, Brickell Avenue,
Miami, Florida.
Re: Mr. L. R. Wasey.

Dear Mrs. Dyon,

Mr. L. R. Wasey was in my office this morning
and informed me that he has reached agreement with you
to purchase the 20 acres of land owned by you on South
Cay Cay for the price of $25,000 U. S., payable as to
$5,000 in cash, and the balance to be secured by a 6%
mortgage for $20,000, repayable by 4 annual instalments
of $5,000 each, the first instalment to be due one year
after the date of the mortgage. The mortgage would also
contain a provision giving Mr. Wasey power to repay the
whole balance due to you at any time with interest to date
but without any premium being required.

Mr. Wasey has given me a cheque in your favour
for $5,000 on The First National Bank of Miami, which 1
will be glad to pay over to you against execution of a
proper Agreement for Sale on the above terms, and with the
further stipulation that completion will be subject to my
approving the title of the property on Mr. Waseyls behalf.
Since | understand that this property was granted to you

by the Crotm, this should present no difficulties.



Miami, Florida,
Dao. 2%, 1955.

Mr. Stafford L. Sands,
Chambers,

Nassau,

Bahamas.

Dear Mr. Sands:

Have your letter of the 17th, regarding agreement
with Mr. Wasey to purchase 20 acres of land on South Oat Cay.

I would like Mr. Godfrey V. Higgs, of Higgs & Jojmson,
Bay St. PO 796 to represent me.

I have had no correspondence with him. Will you
please advise him whatever papers are required in this trans- .
action, since | am not familiar with this matter, as required
in your country.

Very sincerely,
Mrs. Howard W. Lyon,

1460 Briokell Ave.
Miami, Fla.



WIIl you please let me know which lawyer in
Nassau will represent you in this matter, as | would
like to obtain his agreement to the form of Contract
for Sale, and as it will also be his responsibility
to prepare the Conveyance from you to Mr. Wasey. As
soon as | hear from you on this point, 1 will
to move towards paying

Mr. Wasey

SLS:dla



Chambers,
Nassau

Bahamas.

3rd January, 1956.

Mrs. Howard W. Lyon,
1460, Brickell Avenue,

Miami, Florida.
Dear Mrs. Lyon,

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 23rd December, from which | note that you would like the
Hon. Godfrey W. Higgs to represent you in this transaction.

Since it is, strictly speaking, improper for me to
notify the Attorney whom you wish to represent you,
might 1 suggest that you drop Mr. Higgs a short note
asking him to represent you, telling him briefly of the
terms which you have agreed with Mr. Wasey, and asking him
to contact me. Mr. Higgs and | are friendly, and transact
a considerable quantity of business between our two
and I will be most happy to work with him from

Sincere

SLSsdla



oodtre* w. hiogb HIGGS & JOHNSON
MERVTN JOHNSON

G.A.D. JOHNSTONE CHAMBERS,

TELEPHONE .072 NASSAU,
4073

CABLES'. LEX. NASSAU BAHAMAS

P.0.60X247

8th February, 1956.

Mrs. Howard W. Lyon,
1460 Brlckell Avenue,
Miami, Fla.,

u S A

Dear Mrs. Lyon:

I am enclosing herewith agreement for
sale in duplicate signed by Mr. L. R. Wasey in
respect of the 20 acre tract of land which you have
agreed to sell to him.

I am also holding Mr. Waseyls cheque
for $5,000.00 in your favour to be delivered by me
to you when youy return the enclosed agreements for
sale

Will you kindly sign both copies where
indicated in pencil in the presence of a withess
and return them both to me when | shall proceed to
complete this matter for you.

GWH:rdl
Encs.



Dear Lou:

As you know, i1t was one
year ago in Freburary that be began
proceddings for the sale to tou of
my portion of South Cay-

For several months the
layyers were /p/XXXX engaged in
clearing up the papers. Last Nov.
my lawyers in Miami submitted to
Higgs & Johnson papers to be approved
by your lawyers.

My law firmm here have not
even had a reply from their last lette
of Dec. 12. so, | thought you might
shake some of them up a bit and let
us get this deal on the way.

From all reports you are
as usual having a nice season.

Sincerely,






W. LEVANS (1893-193B)
M. L. MERSHON
HERBERT S. SAWYER
THOS. McE.JOHNSTON
Q. B. SIMMONS, JR.
JAMES P. REEDER
ATWOOD DUNWODY

W. O. MEHRTENS

W. E. DUNWODY, JR.
ROBERT B. COLE
THOMAS S. TRANTHAM. JR.
HARRY P. DAVISON. JR.
A. ALSTON FISHER. JR.
WALLACE |. GARRICK

Evans, Mershon, Sawyer, Johnston & Simmons

CABLE ADDRESS
‘evanson*

Telephone FR 3-6451

FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
POST OFFICE BOX 1390

Miami 8, Florida

November 5, 1956

Mrs. Margaret C. Lyon
1460 Brickell Avenue

Miami,

Florida

Dear Mrs. Lyon:

Pursuant to our telephone conversation of this date, you

will find enclosed herewith an original and two copies of the Petition
that I shall present to Judge Blanton upon your execution and return
of the original and one copy.

After the return of this Petition, duly executed, to our office

it should take no longer than four or five days before we have the order
of the Court and the corrective deed in the possession of Higgs & John-
son in Nassau, Bahamas.

7/er

Enclosure






Sawyer, t
p> 0. Bb* i390
-~= Rorida

hon. Sawyer. Johnston & Simmons

CABLE ADDRESS
'EVANSONL

T™os. n T FjWIW

0. B. SIMMONS, JR
JAMES P. REEDER Telephone FR 3-6451

ATWOOD DUNWODY
W. O. MEHRTENS

W E. DUNWODY. JR
ROBERT B. COLE
THOMAS S. TRANTHAM. JR.
HARRY P DAVISON. JR.
A.ALSTON FISHER. JR
WALLACE | GARRICK

Mrs. Howard W. Lyon
1460 Brickell Avenue
Miami, Florida

In Re: Sale of Real Property Located
at South Cat Cay

Dear Mrs. Lyon;

Enclosed herewith please find the original Deed of Confirma-
tion which we are sending for execution by you. Subsequent to our last
telephone conversation, we noted that the Nassau attorneys made refer-
ence to the signing of the Confirmation Deed by the "parties”. In con-
formity thereto, we have made provision for your signature below that
of Mr. Walter C. Roome.

Please execute the Deed as "Margaret Collier Lyon" and re-
turn the same to this office at your convenience.

7/er
Enclosure



Evans, Mershon, Sawyer, Johnston & Simmons

W. I. EVANS (IBO3-1038)

CABLE ADDRESS
M. L. MERSHON “EVAN SON*
HERBERT S. SAWYER
THOS. McE. JOHNSTON
O B.SIMMONS, JR.

JAMES P. REEDER Telephone FR 3-6451
ATWOOD DUNWODY

W. O. MEHRTENS
W E.DUNWODY, JR FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDINO
ROBERT B COLE

POST OFFICE BOX 1300
THOMAS S. TRANTHAM. JR.

Miami €, Florida
HARRY P DAVISON. JR.
A ALSTON FISHER. JR
WALLACE | GARRICK

November 29, 1956

Mrs. Howard W. Lyon
1460 Brickell Avenue
Miami, Florida

Re; Sale of Real Property Located on South Cat Cay

Dear Mrs. Lyon;

Pursuant to request of attorneys Higgs and Johnson, Nassau,
Bahamas, we have mailed to them this day the following documents in further-
ance of clearing up title to the above real property:

1. Deed of Confirmation,

2. Certified copy of Order authorizing the execution
of said Deed of Confirmation by Walter C. Roome,
as Executor of the Estate of Henry C, Roome, De-
ceased,

3. True photostatic copy of Registrar's Record of Death
of Mrs. Sarita |I. Roome,

4. Exemplified copy of Last Will and Testament of Henry
C. Roome, Deceased; Order admitting same to probate;
Letters Testamentary and Certificate of the Clerk of the
County Judges' Court.

The foregoing documents are all that have been required of us by
Messrs. Higgs and Johnson and it is believed that they will suffice in the clear-
ing up of title. We shall furnish them with any other documents that they may
request. However, we doubt that such a request will be forthcoming.

We shall keep you advised as to any further services required of us
in this matter.

For the Firm
7/er



Evans, Mershon, Sawyer, Johnston s Simmons

W. I. EVANS (18Q3-1Q38)
M, L. MERSHON
HERBERT S. SAWYER
THOS. McE.JOHNSTON
O- B. SIMMONS, JR
JAMES P. REEDER
ATWOOD OUNWODY

W. O. MEHRTENS

W. E. DUNWODY, JR.
ROBERT B. COLE

THOMAS S. TRANTHAM. JR.
HARRY P. DAVISON. JR.
A.ALSTON FISHER, JR
WAL.LACE | GARRICK
JOHN D. ARMSTRONG
ROBERT AWHITE

Mrs. Howard W. Lyon
1460 Brickell Avenue
Miami, Florida

In Re: Mrs. Howard W.

CABLE ADDRESS
"EVAN SON*

Telephone FR 3-6451

FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
POST OFFICE BOX 1300

Miami a, Florida

April 8, 1957

Lyon - Sale of Property

On South Cat Cay - File V-9854

Dear Mrs. Lyon:

Enclosed herewith please find a VVerifax copy of a letter

directed to us by Mr. Godfrey W. Higgs,

sheet from Messrs. Higgs and Johnson.

The letter sets forth that Mr. Higgs will obtain from Mr.

Nassau, Bahamas, and an account

Sands the $5, 000 check for the annual payment due last February and the ex-
ecuted mortgage and that thereupon he will hold the mortgage. It appears
that he does not intend to look to the recordation of the mortgage as security
but rather to retain the physical possession of the mortgage, together with
these other documents until the full amount of the purchase price has been
paid to you. Normally in this country we would record the mortgage rather
than retain the possession of it until it was paid. However, if this method
of handling the transaction is acceptable to you we can see no reason for not
complying with the procedure selected by Mr. Higgs.

We contacted the foreign department of the First National
Bank to ascertain the current rate of exchange on English pound notes. We
were told that it is now $2.80 to the pound and that the enclosed account of
L150. 10. O. is equal to $421.40 in American currency. It might be advis-
able for you to check this figure with the foreign department of the First

National Bank prior to payment thereof.



Mrs. Howard W. Lyon -2- April 8, 1957

It appears that our services in this matter have come to an
end. We, therefore, feel that this is the proper time to discuss with you
the matter of our fee. Our records reflect that a total of 38 3/4 hours have
been spent by usdn this matter. This time represents numerous conferences,
telephone calls, letters, research and appearances before Judge Blanton, to-
gether with the preparation and filing of a petition to reopen the estate of
Henry C. Roome, Deceased, for the purpose of obtaining a corrected deed
from Mr. Walter C. Roome, the Executor of the said estate and subsequently
obtaining an order of discharge of said Executor and obtaining certificates
from the British Consul. We feel that a reasonable fee for our services herein
is $500. 00. We want you to be completely satisfied with this amount and if
you wish to discuss the matter of fee with us further we shall be very pleased
to hear from you. Our records further reflect that advances in the amount of
$22.00 were made, as more specifically set forth in the enclosed statement
of services and disbursements.

It has been a pleasure to assist you in this matter and if we
can be of any further help herein, please so advise us.

For the Firm
7/er
Enclosures



MIAMI 32. FLORIDA

Mrs. Howard W. Lyon April 8, 1957
1460 Brickell Avenue
Miami, Florida

to Evans. Mershon. Sawyer. Johnston & Simmons d«

FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

Re: Mrs. Howard W. Lyon - Sale of Property
on South Cat Cay

1956
Oct. 23 To Bureau of Vital Statistics - Copy of Death
Certificate of Sarita I. Roome $1.00
Nov. 19 To County Judges'Office - Reopening Estate
of Henry C. Roome 7.25
"2 To E. B. Leatherman, Clerk - Notary Certif-
ication 1.00
21 To British Consul - Notary Certification 2.10
" 30 To cash for Costs - County Judges’ Office
Re: Estate of Henry C. Roome 7.55
1957
Mar. 26 To E. B. Leatherman, Clerk - Notary Certif-
ication 1.00
" 26 To British Consul - Notary Certification 2.10 $ 22.00

April 8 500.00



W. I. EVANS (*893-1038)
M. L. MERSHON

Evans, Mershon, Sawyer, Johnston & Simmons

CABLE ADDRESS
“EVANSON*

HERBERT S. SAWYER

THOS. McE. JOHNSTON

O B.SIMMONS. JR

JAMES P. REEDER Telephone FR 3-6451
ATWOOD DUNWODY

W. O. MEHRTENS
W E.DUNWODY, JR FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

ROBERT B. COLE POST OFFICE BOX 1390

THOMAS S. TRANTHAM.JR Miami s. Florida
HARRY P. DAVISON. JR
A ALSTON FISHER. JR.

WALLACE | GARRICK May 28, 1957

JOHN D. ARMSTRONG
ROBERT AWHITE

Mrs. Howard W. Lyon
1460 Brickell Avenue
Miami, Florida

Re; Mrs. Howard W. Lyon - Sale of Property
on South Cat Cay

Dear Mrs. Lyon:

We received yesterday and forward to you, herewith, a photo-
static copy of both the Deed, dated March 26, 1957, conveying the above
property and the Mortgage, executed on the 18th day of April, 1957 by Louis
R. Wasey.

For the Firm
7/er
Enclosures



GODFREY W. HIGGS
MEPVYN JOHNSON HIQGS a JOHNSON
G. A. O, JOHNSTONE

CHAMBERS
TELEPHONE 4072 NASSAU
4073
Cables 1EX. NASSAU BAHAMAS

p. & BOX 247

3rd June, 1957.

Wallace 1. Garrick, Esq.,

Evans, Mershon, Sawyer, Johnston & Simmons,
First National Bank Building,

P. 0. Box 1390,

Miami 8, Fla. ,

U S. A

Re: Mrs. Howard Lyon and
Mr. L.R. Wasey

Dear Mr. Garrick:

I have to advise you that | have
now received all the papers from Mr. Wasey’s
lawyer, and have lodged them for record.

Since rendering Mrs. Lyon our account,
we have been obliged to expend some more funds for
her and | enclose herewith our complete account.

Yours faithfully,
HIGGS & JOHNSON

By... .
Godfrey W.NJiggs.

GWH:In
Encl.



MRS. HOWARD LYON

In account with

MESSRS. HIGGS 4 JOHNSON

3rd June, 1957.

16.
10.

10.

10.

10.

1056
August 7 To Ethal Kemp - typing copies of
deeds and having same certified £ 2.
1957
March 29 L drawing Conveyance to L. Wasey 94.
April 24 L Treasury - stamp duty on Conveyance
you to L. Wasey 53.
May 28 H Registry - recording Deed of Confirmation
W. C. Rooms, Executor of Will of the late
H. C. Roome to you 1.
" 28 " Registry - stamp duty on Deed of Confirmation
£ 152.
-LESS-
April 15 By cheque - $421.40 150.
Balance £ 2



EVANS, MERSHON, SAWYER, JOHNSTON & SIMMONS

W. I. EVANS (1893-1938)

M. L. MERSHON
HERBERT S. SAWYER
THOS. MCE. JOHNSTON
O. B. SIMMONS, JR.
JAMES P. REEOER
ATWOOD DUNWODY
W. O. MEHRTENS

W. E. DUNWODY. JR.
ROBERT B. COLE
THOMAS S. TRANTHAM. JR.
HARRY P. DAVISON. JR.
A. ALSTON FISHER. JR.
WALLACE |. GARRICK
JOHN D. ARMSTRONG
ROBERT A. WHITE

Godfrey W. Higgs, Esq.
Higgs & Johnson
Chambers

Nassau, Bahamas

Dear Mr. Higgs:

We are
C. Fisher, dated
of $5.92 which
your letter of

Enclos
cc: Mrs

CABLE ADDRESS
“"EVANSON"

TELEPHONE FR 3-6451

FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
POST OFFICE BOX 1390

Miami 8, Florida

June 11, 1957

and Mr, L. H.Wasey

losd~herewith a check of Margaret
abiétto your order in the amount
accounting enclosed with

ly yours.

s. McE. Johnston

For the Firm



Law Officeb BB7 Madison Avenue

Margaret C. Cowley New York 21

TEmpileion B-024B

February 6, 1958

Mrs. Howard W. Lyon
11460 Briokell Avenue
Miami, Florida

Dear Mrs. Lyon:

Mr. Wasey has sent me your letter of
January 27th because he has no records
with him at Cat Cay.

I wrote Mr. Saids upon receipt of your
letter of January loth but | have
received no reply, probably becauso
everyone in Nassau has been so Involved
with the strike.

As 1 previously wrote you, this matter
was handled in Nassau, but from the
records which | have the next installment
of principal is due March 15th not in
February.

c/w



Evans. Mershon. Sawyer. Johnston d Simmons

W. I. EVANS (1093-1938)
CABLE ADDRESS

M. L. MERSHON e ™
HERBERT S. SAWYER EVANSON

THOS. MCE. JOHNSTON

0. B. SIMMONS. JR.

JAMES P. REEDER TELEPHONE FR 3-6451
ATWOOD DUNWODY

W. O. MEHRTENS

W, E. DUNWODY. JR. FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

ROBERT B. COLE

THOMAS S. TRANTHAM. JR.
HARRY P. DAVISON, JR.

POST OFFICE BOX 1390
Miami 8. Florida

A. ALSTON FISHER, JR.
WALLACE |. GARRICK

March 5, 1958

Godfrey W. Higgs, Esquire
Higgs & Johnson
Chambers

Nassau, Bahamas

In He; Mrs. Howard W.
Property on SoutyCay-Qty

Dear Sir:

Some misunderstan appare s arisen in regard to the
payment of interest on the p urcha prS”e to be paid for the property
sold by Mrs. Howard W. rXLouis ey.

Early in 1956 Wasey rs. Lyon agreed upon the convey-
ance of the Cat Cay prop the s ofl $25, 000. The terms and conditions
of the said agree t requ $5y000Jbe paid in cash and the balance in
four equal ann ents at terest. The $5, 000 cash payment
was made a t>y depositeX-by s. Lyon on February 24, 1956.

e was prepared or executed. Objection to the
title had be ed whi  topk well over a year to clear. The mortgage was
finally prepar and forwarded to us by you for execution. It
was in the amo Your letter of transmittal, dated the 20th day
of March, 1957, s as reason for such change that the installment pay-

ment of $5, 000 then held in escrow by Mr. Sands had reduced the principal
from $20, 000 to $15, 000. This first installment payment was made by check
dated either February 18, 1957 or April 18, 1957 and was received by Mrs.
Lyon on May 2, 1957. No interest was included therewith and no interest has
been paid since that time on the $20, 000 principal balance. Please refer to
your letters of March 20, 1957 and April 1, 1957 to us.

As reflected in said letters, this transaction was a purchase for
$25, 000, with $5, 000 payable in cash and the balance of the principal amount



Godfrey W. Higgs, Esquire -2- March 5, 1958

of $20, 000 to have been secured by a mortgage at 6 percent. The advance
made by Mr. Wasey at the time called for by the agreement, of a portion of
the $20, OOOandthe consequential reduction of principal doea not relieve

Mr. Waaey of the payment of interest on the amount so advanced even though
the mortgage, when ultimately drawn, was in an amount which took into con-
sideration the payment of the $5,000 toward principal.

Mrs. Margaret C. Cowley, counsel for Mr. Wasey in New York,
who has been making payments on principal and interest to Mrs. Lyon, has
failed to give Mrs. Lyon any satisfaction when approached with this problem.
She merely states that the transaction was handled in Nassau by Mr. Sands
and Mr. Higgs and that the payments which she sent to Mrs. Lyon were in
accordance with the instructions she received. We might point out at this
time that Mrs. Lyon has received from Mrs. Cowley quarterly interest pay-
ments on the principal balance of $15, 000 for the following months and in the
corresponding amounts:

April 18, 1957 to June 15, 1957 $ 150.00
June 16, 1957 to September 15, 1957 225.00
September 16, 1957 to December 15, 1957 225.00
Balance of Interest due on $15, 000

from December 15, 1957 to April 15,

1958 300.00

Total Annual Interest on $15, 000 $ 900. 00

As aforesaid, however, the interest on the $20, 000 due in February
of 1957, amounting to $1,200, remains unpaid to date. We are, therefore,
requesting that you contact Mr. Sands, apprise him of the foregoing and ask
that he authorize Mrs. Cowley to make the said interest payment in the amount
of $1,200.

Yours very truly,

For the Firm
7ler
cc: Mrs. Howard W. Lyon



EVANS. MERSHON.

W. I. EVANS (1893-1938)
M.U MERSHON

HERBERT S. SAWYER
THOS. MCE. JOHNSTON
O. B. SIMMONS, JR.
JAMES P. REEDER
ATWOOD DUNWODY

W. O. MEHRTENS

W. E. DUNWODY, JR.
ROBERT B. COLE

THOMAS S. TRANTHAM, JR.
HARRY P. DAVISON, JR.

A. ALSTON FISHER, JR.
WALLACE |. CARRICK

Godfrey W. Higgs, Esquire

Higgs & Johnson
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Re: Mrs.
Sale

Dear Sir:

Since our
contacted us and po
that she considers

Mr. Wasefkina

SAWYER. JOHNSTON & SIMMONS

CABLE ADDRESS
“EVANSON"

TELEPHONE FR 3-6451

FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
POST OFFICE BOX 1390

Miami 8, Florida

March 7, 1958

Howa
of P

Mrs. Lyon has
e amount of interest

cash payment on February 24,

1956. 1 inion that the interest should
start to date\The "~ginning date for interest paid by
Mrs. 18, 19 herefore, no interest has been paid
from g February 24, 1956 to April 18, 1957. Such
would se the of interest due on the $20, 000 from the
$1,200 our last letter to you, to $1,378.72.

Yours very truly,

For the Firm
7ler

cc: Mrs. Howard W. Lyon
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KQMMT 14th March, 1958.

«allace 1. Garrick, Esq.,

C/o Messrs. Evans, Mershon, Sawyer,
Johnston 1 Simmons,

Flrat National Bank Building,

P. 0; Box 1390,

Miami 8, Fla.,

U. Se A

I *Re: Mrs. Howard a. Lyon
Sale of Property on South Cat Cay

Dear Sir,

I acknowledge receipt of your letters of the
5th and 7th instant.

I am afraid | cannot agree that the Interest
payment was due tn February of 1957. It is true that the
Contract for Sale called for the payment of the purchase
price by a first Mortgage of $20,000 repayable In four
annual instalments of $5,000 each. However, the Mortgage
was to date from the date of the completion of the purchase
and, as you know, the sale was not completed until March,
1957. On that date, however. Instead of executing a
Mortgage for $20,000 Mr. Wasey paid a further $5,000 on
account and executed a Mortgage for $15,000. It seems to
me that by accepting paK/Iment in this way Mrs. Lyon waived
her right to receive a Mortgage for $20,000 and  consequently
interest would only be payable on the $15,000.

Yours sincerely.

HIGGS & JOHNSON

GwH: jp

<S-.
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JOHN 0. ARMSTRONG March 17, 1958

ROBERT A.WHITE

Mrs. Howard W. Lyon
1460 Brickell Avenue
Miami. Florida

Re: Sale of Property on South Cat Cay

Dear Mrs. Lyon;

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of March 11, 1958,
together with the check, dated March 11, 1958, in the amount of $5, 225
payable to your order and drawn by Margaret C. Cowley for L. R.
Wasey.

| have had an opportunity to look into the matter further and
I am of the opinion your acceptance of the said check will not vary your
position in law from that already established by virtue of your having
accepted the past payments designated by Mrs. Cowley as interest on
the $15, 000 for the periods specified with each payment. You will
therefore find the said check enclosed herewith.

It appears that the interest on the $20, 000 will have to be
sought after separately and apart from any action which would involve
the mortgage in the amount of $15, 000 on the South Cat Cay property.
In other words, Wasey is performing under the terms and conditions of
the mortgage inthe amount of $15, 000 and we must look elsewhere than
to an action of foreclosure of this mortgage in order to recover the said
interest. | am certain that Higgs and Johnson will recognize this fact and
govern themselves in their dealings with Mr. Wasey or Mr. Sands accord-

ingly.



Mrs. Howard W. Lyon March 17, 1958

| received a letter from Mr. G. A. D. Johnstone of their firm
who advises that they have received our letter of March 7, addressed to
Mr. Higgs, but that at present he is out of the Colony and that the letter

will be drawn to his attention upon his return.

We shall keep you advised of the further developments herein.

Yours very truly,

For the Firm

7/er
Enclosure
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JOHN D. ARMSTRONG March 26, 1958

ROBERT AWHITE
-

Mrs. Howard W. Lyon
1460 Brickell Avenue
Miami, Florida

Re: Sale of Property on South Cat Cay
Dear Mrs. Lyon:

Enclosed herewith please find a VVerifax copy of a letter
received March 19, 1958 from Mr. Godfrey W. Higgs. Mr. Higgs states
therein that the mortgage was to date from the date of the completion of
the purchase. In the great majority of cases, such is the manner of prepar-
ing the mortgage, although, by agreement between the parties, it may be
otherwise. However,* Mr. Higgs overlooks an important factor and that is
that you, as seller, had cleared up the title by February 25, 1956 and were
entitled to a closing and to a corresponding date of the mortgage within a
reasonable time thereafter, but that such title was not accepted by Mr. Sands
until March 20, 1957, or thereabouts. Some thirteen months elapsed, ac-
cording to Mr. Higgs, from the date he furnished Mr. Sands with the draft
conveyance until such time as the draft was accepted. You executed the
said instrument pursuant to the pencilled instructions of Mr. Higgs around
March 25, or 26, 1957. We were advised by Mr. Higgs on April 29, 1957
that Mrs. Wasey was in Japan and that Mr. Sands would be unable to obtain
her renunciation of dower until her return. A check for $5, 000 was mailed
to us with directions from Mr. Higgs to forward it to you. (See our letter
to you of May 2, 1957.) Finally, on June 3, 1957, Mr. Higgs advised that he
then had received all the papers from Mr. Wasey and had recorded the con-
veyance. His communication of March 14, 1958, as aforesaid, indicates
his opinion to be that the sale was completed in March of 1957. He appar-
ently considers the date of completion to be when Mr. Sands accepted the
draft conveyance, although some thirteen months late.



Mrs. Howard W. Lyon -2- March 26, 1958

You, apparently, were desirous of selling the property even
though the purchaser was dilatory and it was probably to your advantage to
so do. However, the acceptance of the $5, 000 payment by Mr. Higgs on
your behalf and subsequently by you, after the purchaser had delayed the
matter so long, would estop you at this time from maintaining that you con-
sider the sale as completed in February, 1956, regardless of the fact that
the mortgage was prepared in such manner as to indicate completion to be
in March of 1957.

As set forth in our letter of March 17, 1957, there is little
possibility that anything can be done with the mortgage at this time. Mr.
Wasey is keeping up the principal and interest payments of the mortgage
thereby performing pursuant to its terms. In addition to this, you have the
practical problem of representation in Nassau, which is evident from the
surprising position taken by Mr. Higgs.

It unfortunately appears that Mr. Higgs will not even try to
persuade Mr. Sands that you are equitably entitled to interest on the debt of
$20, 000 for the year 1956 to 1957.

In the event you wish to discuss the matter further or if you
have any questions involving this matter, please feel free to call me.

Yours very truly

For the Firm

7/er
Enclosure



Law Offices
667 Madibon Avenue

Margaret C. Cowley New Ydrk 21

/ TEmpleton B-0240

March 26, 1958

Mrs. Howard W. Lyon
11460 Brickell Avenue
Miami, Florida

Dear Mrs. Lyons

I was in Nassau last week and discussed
with the attorney there your letter of
January 18th, which | had previously
sent to him but to which 1 had not
received a reply.

I was informed by the attorney that
Interest was due from the date of the
mortgage. X am sure you will agree
that no money was owing to you until
Mr. Wasey was able to get good title.

c/w
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By invitation only

4

P2

ith the opening 6f Cat Cay Manor,
December 21,1936, there is now available
only fifty miles figato Miami,a quality of hos-
pitality that wnl he welcomed by the guest
who seeks a tjf**more seclusion than has
hitherto been possible at the orthodox
southern resort.

To avery limited roster, fifty guests by in-
vitation, the management extends the privi-
leges of the Island from the opening date
until August ist, 1937.

Cat Cay needs no introduction to the
deep sea fisherman. In recent years, the blue
waters of the Gulf Stream, which flow just
outside the Manor, have been the scene of
many thrilling battles with record fish
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History
On the western rim <f the Great Bahama
Bank, fifty miles-east ofMiamifonly thirty-
five minutes’ cru}seir‘,the slpelcial Pan Anp.erf
ican Cat Cay Coihmodore, the Island is set

in the Stream like a pearl in a field of
cabochon. « !
During’the 17th cent UftCat Cay was a
pirates’ rendezvous and ere, to this
day, hidden .jrf the c s, perhaps

beneath the very manor ouse, is a well au-
thenticated pirate treasure.

In 1874, Queen Victoria made a grant of
Cat Cay to William Henry Stuart in recog-
nition of valuable services rendered to the
British Empire. After his death the Island
became the property of Captain Arthur
Samuel Haigh, a Britisher, who lived on it
until his death, after which it was purchased
by Milo B. Strong, who lived at Cat Cay for
fifteen years before he sold the Island to

ALouis R. Wasey, who developed and beau-

tified it for his winter home.

The reasons for converting this island
paradise into an hostelj-y are best expressed
in. Mr. Wasey’s own words:

“During the five years sirtce 1 acquired title
to Cat Cay, no small 'part ofmy pleasure in
the possessi  Uhis beautiful, isla/td. has been
the rare  vtlege of sharing it. with so many

of my Hcan and English friends.
«,

“So high r enthusiasm been for Cat
Cay, that last winter it occurred to me I might
add greatly to my own enjoyment ofthe Island
ifit were possible to extend its hospitality to
even more good people who have the capacity
to enjoy it as I do.

“chordingly I have asked my friend and
associate, Mr. Owen B. Winters, tojoin with
me in augmenting the facilities of Cat Cay to
this end.

“fide are very proud ofthe result and take
pleasure in extending its hospitalities to fifty
guests, by invitation.”
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Climate
Cat Cay is protected”by the Gulf Streatn
from those chilL Hirsts, ths* sometimes steli
down from thé north to disconcert, the
white-flanneled Fiondi guest.

This little island with its shimmering
white beaches, its whispering palms and its*
soft trade winds, mai equ'able cli-
mate throughout the season, e days are
bright with sunshine. The njj ts are com-
fortably cool.

Accommodations
In extending the facilities of Cat Cay Manor
to accommodate fifty guests, every architec-
tural precaution has been taken to preserve
the charming intimacy possessed by the
Island when it was reserved exclusively for
the Waseys and their guests.

Stone guest ¢ cottages with red tiled roofs
face the sea. Their white walls may be seen
as far offas Biminiand an approaching.yacht

- .t *o>»e

or plane may sight them from miles away.
¢, These cottages are so arranged that they
rtiay be made available feiguests as single
rooms or en suite. »

The manor house4ia8 been converted into
an English lounge, game room and bar.
[ Adjoin.ing .tnejpan.or hous.e" is a walled
courtyard for? pd al fresco dining,
Beyondist vaulted dining hall with great
fireplaces atlb“ch end.

To the fisherman, Cat Cay is the Island of
heart’s desire. Within sight of the red tiles
of the manor house the giant Blue Marlin,
emperor ofgame fish, knocks down the out-
rigger. Not more than a mile offshore the
sailfish often run in schools. That streak of
light, the bonefish, feeds in the very harbor.
During the month of June tfie giant Tuna
smash the stoutest tackle. The reefs abound
with «Amberjack, Grouper and Barracuda.

t
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A little farther out Kingfish, Dolphin,
Bonita and Watlo% ye freelyl taken. )

Several Blge'Marlins, that Exceeded six
hundred pounds ip weight have been taken
in Cat Cay waters? On the Island is one
mounted specimen, caught by L. R. Wasey,
that tipped the scale&,3tCQ2 pounds.

We urge that guests pTafawag to fish in
the Gulf Stream make arrangSkents as far
in advance as possible. We hjjwe arranged
with some ofthe most falffltis fishing guides
in the country to conduct parties who wish
to try their skill with the bigfish offCat Cay.

Other Recreations
Other recreations at Cat Cay include swim-
ming at beautiful Haigh Beach, skeet, fliers,
tennis (two courts), dancing, motor boating,

sea gardens.
Visiting Yachts

Harbor facilities for yachts of ten-foot
draught on the east side of the Island. At

the north end of Squth, Cat Cay, a land-
locked, natural harbor accommodates boats
up to fifteeiF-foot draughts. Larger yacht6
may anchof off Cat. Cay, or Gun Cay, de-
pending on the wind.
*”. The Shop
For the conveniénc¢ of g.ur guests, the man-
agement wftLedn3uct a shop on Cat Cay,
where it«11 be possible >fo purchase per-
fumes, fabrics, fishing uckle, wines, liquors,
cigars, and ourel I"ms, at prices consider-
ably below those prevailing in the U. S. A.
Each guest s entitled to take into the United
States $i00 worth ofmerchandise duty free.
Transportation

We have arranged with the Pan American
Airways for three round trips weekly be-
tween Miami and Cat Cay. The plane will
be the standard Pan American Commodore
with crew of four (two pilots, steward and
radio operator). Fare, $25 the round trip,



$15 onc way. baggage allowance—33 Ibs.
Arrangements may be.made,to ship trunks
and heavy luggage by steanitr.

Bookfags' J
Cat Cay is operated on the American Plan,
with living quarters in detached guest
cottages overlookjftgthe sea. Ifetes will be
qguoted on application,

For invitatioi$s,apply to Jam”E. Rushin,
Managing Director. 420 Lexington Ave.,
New York (until D"reHMAr 15).  After
that date, to 1 240 West 15th Street, Miami
Beach, Florida.









