
The Independent

As __M. oOe -- P
!WWMW_ -u

Florida International University Tuesday, September 6, 1988

* Students angrily demand answers regarding the future of FIU's computer lab for engineers

Students protest shutdown
of engineering computer lab

REY QUINTANA
Sunblazer Editor

Students of the College of
Engineering and Applied
Sciences at Florida Interna-
tional University are fighting
to keep their computer lab
from being shut down by
school officials. A protest
organized last week bought the
students some valuable
bargaining time, but the pro-
blem remains far from solved.

In a memo dated August 26,
1988, Gordon Hopkins, dean of
the College of Engineering and
Applied Sciences, explained
the reason for the proposed
"phasing out" of the Computer
Aided Engineering Center
located in VH 165: "due to
severe budget cuts imposed
upon us by Academic Affairs,
it is no longer possible to sup-
port the computer lab as a
separate entity." His instruc-
tions to Neil Hout-Cooper, pro-
gram director and assistant
professor of engineering, were

* SGA Secretary Lorraine Pollack could not contain her
laughter when Vice President Manny Lamazares stumbled and
fell on his way to the podium.

to "make plans to terminate
operation of the lab and submit
to me by Wednesday, August
31, 1988, a strategy to phase
out the computer lab."

When FIU students showed
up to the lab last Monday,
August 29, they found a memo
taped to the door informing
them that the computer facili-
ty was to be shut down at 4 pm
the following Wednesday.
"They gave us no fair warning
whatsoever," commented
Joseph Acosta, an electrical

-continued on page 3
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* Dr. Manuel Cereijo, associate dean of the College of
Engineering and Applied Sciences, confronts an emotional
group of engineering students.

Photos: Rey Quintana/FIU Sunblazer

Student Government Senate
holds its first weekly meeting

RUTH SUAREZ
Sunblazer Staff Writer

Papers and memos rustle
and the sound of the gavel is
heard as student Senators con-
fer with one another. The first
meeting of the Student
Government Association's
legislative body is under way.

The SGA Senate held its first
meeting of the fall semester
last Wednesday, August 31, in
the conference room in UH
150. Representatives of
Florida International Univer-
sity's student body met to
discuss serious issues and con-
cerns. "SGA is the best source
to voice students' opinions,"
said Tracy Peterson, chairper-
son of Student Services. "By
taking part in SGA you are
better informed of your school

and the money you put into it."
Issues addressed at the

meeting included longer
library hours, building a better
rapport between students and
the Financial Aid Office and
the initiation of an FIU aux-
iliary police force project.

The Student Government
Association has been working
all summer long to prepare for
the new semester. Its lobbying
efforts during the last
legislative session in
Tallahassee resulted in a zero
per cent increase in tuition for
the 1988-89 school year. And
just recently, President Tim
Benjamin and Director of
Governmental Relations
Ralph Patino travelled to the
Republican National Conven-
tion in New Orleans where
they met with Congressman
Jack Kemp and Senator Bob
Dole to discuss the future of

education and the Florida
Legislature.

With fourteen committees,
each representing an area of
interest, SGA organizes the
majority of on-campus events.
Its Academic Committee gave
students the opportunity to
economize on textbook ex-
penses by organizing the Book
Exchange. And its Inter-
Organizational Committee
plans to host a club orientation
on Tuesday. September 13 in
UH 241. Free food and
beverages for up to 500
students will be provided.

SGA Senate meetings are
held every Wednesday at 3:05
pm and once every four weeks
on the North Miami Campus.
The meetings are open to the
public and all students are en-
couraged to attend.
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RON LEE
Special to the Sunblazer

Several Florida Interna-
tional University faculty
members and students recent-
ly returned from the 16th In-
ternational Congress of
Genetics, held this year in
Toronto, Canada. The week-
long event, which is organized
by the International Genetics
Federation, takes place every
five years.

Scientists and researchers
from around the globe had the
opportunity to display their
work in the field of genetics
and to learn from the presen-
tations of others.

Most of the research
presented by FIU pertained to
sex determination - fundamen-
tally, the question of why and
how do males and females
become what they are. Dr.
Martin Tracey, professor of
biology at FIU and coordinator
of much of the research that
was presented, has been study-
ing sex determination for over
ten years. "Sex," he says, " is
one of the unsolved problems is
evolutionary biology because
nobody has ever provided a
really good explanation as to
why some organisms
reproduce sexually."

Since reproduction occurs
without sexual intercourse in
many organisms, a question
often addressed by evolu-
tionary biologists is why sex
occurs at all. If a species has
evolved to a certain degree of
fitness which optimizes its sur-
vival, why should it reproduce
sexually and disrupt this
genetic "code" for its fitness?
The recombinir/g of genes from
two individual parents usual-
ly weakens an otherwise ad-
vantageous code. It does not
create a code which will in-
crease the fitness of the new
entity. This problem has in-
voked much theory and
research, including that of Dr.
Tracey.

The genes of an organism are
its "blueprint" for develop-
ment. A specific order of
genetic processes must occur at
coordinated times in order for
a normal male or female to
develop. Occasionally,
however, a mistake or "muta-
tion" in the genetic
mechanisms alters normal sex-
ual development of an
organism. Some lower
organisms may possess the
genes of one sex and the
physical traits of another. A
rare occurence in humans due
to genetic alterations, is the
development of enlarged
breasts in a genetic male.

"Knowledge of the underlying
genetic processes which cause
these abnormalities may one
day give us the ability to cor-
rect such problems," com-
mented Tracey.

FIU students-played an im-
portant role in producing and
presenting data at the con-
ference. Graduate students
Arlene Leon and Patricia
Meiszner presented work per-
formed with Drs. C.K. Okubo
and P. Pechan on sex reversal
in fish and shrimp. Ray
Gallero showed results from
experimentation with Dr.
Rene Herrera on silk worm
genes and Mario Mateo com-
piled a comparative study of
the effects of splenectomy on
sex ratio.

Not only was the meeting
the ideal setting for presenting
FIU's data on sex determina-
tion, but it was also an ex-
cellent opportunity for FIU
student and faculty resear-
chers to interact with other
scientists exploring similar
topics. This provided the par-
ticipants with expert feedback,
troubleshooting advice and
references for future
correspondence.

Got a story? Callus at
554-2315
554-2315 m
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FIU shows off its genes
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The Torchee All-beef

Hot Dog with chili & Hot Dog
heese wrapped up in a tor-
illa shell with fries & with choice of one top
medium drink regular fries, reg

drink & a gourmet co

$2.99 $2.29
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Student Government Association
II

Positions available:

*Supreme Court Justice:
-Represents Student Government on all
University Judicial Committees
-Interprets the constitution and statutes of
Student Government in cases of disputes
within Student Government and/or between
student groups

*Attorney General:
-Serves on Executive Branch as a presidential
appointee
-Shall be the legal advisor to the President
-Shall represent Student Government in legal
situations
-Shall advise and assist students with
academic problems

*Assistant Director of
Governmental Relations:
-Shall assist the Director of Governmental
Relations in matters dealing with FIU and Stu-
dent Government lobbying efforts locally,
statewide, and nationally

Pick up applications at UH 311 or SC 259.
Deadline for applications is Wednesday, September
14, 1988 at 5:00 pm.

Want to get involved?

Club Fair
Tuesday, Sept. 6

11:00 am - 1:30 pm, UH Building
Student Clubs and Organizations will be

recruiting new members. Come by and join
something that interests you!!

Vote September 6, during primary elections.
Student concerns need to be addressed. Vote
for representatives that decide on your stu-
dent issues such as tuition & financial aid. We
can make a difference!!

Your Studernt Goverment Association is ftnded through
your student fees. We are here for YOU!

We want your 'mpuU

: 1311, 554-2121 NMC: SC259, 940-5680

U'________________________________________________________________

Advertise in the Sunblazer
554-2315
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Hot i o 8 i

The Hot Dog Specialists

Aren't you tired of pizza and Burger
King? Try a hot dog with our out-of-this-
world "'Fresh Fries" for a change!

Located in the University Shopping
Center across the street from FIU at
1635 S.W. 107 Avenue.

i
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Write to: Free Catalog, P.O. Box 37000, Washington, DC 20013-7000

DOMINO'S PIZZA GUARANTEES..
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* IEEE President Joseph Acs
FIU's engineering students.

-Lab, from page 1

engineering major who is also
president of FIU's Institute of
Electrical and Electronics
Engineers (IEEE). "They
wanted to just close down the
lab without giving us a chance
to fight back."

But the students did fight
back. In less than 24 hours a
petition was circulated re-
questing a meeting between
Dean Hopkins, FIU President
Mitch Maidique and students
of the College of Engineering
and Applied Sciences. The
students' goal was to discuss
ways to fund the computer lab
and thus prevent it from being
shut down.

The meeting was scheduled
for the following day, Tuesday,
August 30, at 3 pm in VH 135.
Engineering students were
present in strong numbers to
argue their cause. Hopkins
and Maidique were nowhere in
sight.

"Apparently our President
did not think that this matter
was important enough to merit
his attention," yelled one
angry student from the back of
the room.

The lone emissary from the
Dean's office was Dr. Manuel
Cereijo, associate dean and
professor of engineering. He
informed the students of the
administration's desire to
cooperate and he also voiced of-
ficial approval for the forma-
tion of a committee consisting
of four students and four facul-
ty members that would at-
tempt to resolve the critical
issue of funding for the com-

osta reads a press release from

Photo: Rey Quintana/FIU Sunblazer

"As for now, the lab will re-
main in operation for at least
the next semester," said Cerei-
jo. "After that we'll look to this
committee to come up with a
long-term solution."

Acosta feels that this is just
a delaying tactic on FIU's part.
"They want to form a commit-
tee just to quiet us down," he
said. "This kind of publicity
can be very bad for the school.

"It seems to me that the ad-
ministration doesn't know or
fully understand what goes on
in the computer lab," Acosta
continued. "Many of our pro-
fessors have structured their
courses around the facility. If
the lab is shut down now our
degrees will probably be
worthless."

Another angry protestor
found little use for a new
building to house the College
of Engineering and Applied
Sciences if it will not contain
a computer lab. "Why con-
struct a new building to ex-
pand our engineering program
when taking the lab away will
shrink it?" he yelled. There
seems to be a serious lack of
communication here."

Better communication bet-
ween students and ad-
ministrators is one key issue
that the Committee will ad-
dress. Now that tempers have
dropped back down to normal
it is hoped by parties on both
sides that some kind of com-
promise will be reached.

puter lab.

The Baha'i Faith invites you to a public bilingual conference:
WORLD UNITY: LAST HOPE FOR HUMANITY - LA UNIDAD
MUNDIAL: ULTIMA ESPERANZA PARA LA HUMANIDAD.
Guest speaker, videos, refreshments. All are invited!

Saturday, Sept. 10th, 3-6 pm
FIU-University Park Campus, room UH 316

HOT & FRESH
Your pizza from Domino's
Pizza is always hot and
fresh from the oven
because it's delivered -
like magic- in less than 30
minutes. We guarantee it!
If you're not happy with
your pizza for any reason,
we will replace it or refund
your money. So call
Domino's Pizzao today.

SAVINGS
Redeem the discount
coupons on this ad and
save on your next purchase
from Domino's Pizza. Call
now before the offer
disappears!

Our cheese pizza:
12" medium $6.02
16" large $8.17

The ExtravaganZZao is

the ultimate combination
of 9 carefully selected
and portioned toppings
for the price of 5!
12" $11.12 16" $15.42

Or any combination of
12 delicious toppings:
Pepperoni, Mushrooms,
Bacon, Black Olives,
Onions, Green Peppers,
Ground Beef, Ham,
Sausage, Hot Pepper
Rings, Extra Cheese and
Extra Thick Crust.
12" $1.02/topping
16" $1.45/topping

Cokeo in 12 oz. cans
for $.55.

Prices do not include
applicable sales tax.

Questions or problem?
Please call the store

manager or your Customer
Service Line 10AM-1AM
Eastern time daily.
1-800-336-6466.

Serving Florida
International University:

553-5233
133 S.W. 107th Ave.

Hours:
11AM-1AM Sun-Thurs.
11AM-2AM Fri. & Sat.

Limited delivery areas.
Drivers carry less than $20.
©1988 Domino's Pizza, Inc.
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•r2 Medium ITwo 12" medium

' Cheese cheese pizzas. Eachadditional topping just
Pizzas $1.28 for both pizzas. g

(Tax not included.)

I for $8.88! No Coupon Necessary. I
1 Offer good thru 10/15/88.

1 Our 12", 8-siice mediumg
*N pizza serves 2-3 persons. 1

' Vai d at participating locations only. Not valid with any other coupon or
ofter. Prices may vary. Customer pays appticabte sates taa Limitedeiver aeas. rivers carry° leshan $0 @98Domin'nsPi lac.
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g IWO 12 oz. cans of Cokeo

$7 99f and you pay onlyI S•.99! (Tax included!)

" Offer good thru 10/15/88.1

1 Our 12" 8-slice medium I
g ® pizza serves 2-3 persons.

' Vaid at participating locations only. Not valid with any other coupon orL ricsmy' aro in i td d ivery areas Drivers carry less than
L$20.01988 Domino's Pizza, In
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FlU's computer store offers terrific deals
NATASHA PEREZ
Sunblazer Staff Writer

If you're in the market for a
personal computer you could
scout the shopping malls of
Miami in search of a good deal.
Or you can head on up to the
SERDAC Computer Store for a
terrific deal.

Located on the fourth floor of
the PC building on the Univer-
sity Park Campus, the com-
puter store sells PC's at a 40
per cent discount to degree-

SGRAN

I

seeking FIU students, faculty
and staff. The store carries
IBM, Apple and Zenith brands
exclusively and it is located in
PC 405.

"Our philosophy is that if we
can't save the students money
on a deal, we won't sell it,"
said Jay Samuelson, who has
been managing; the store for
the past 2/ years. Both he and
Donna Schore, office automa-
tion analyst, sell the merchan-
dise at no commission,
although the University does
make a small profit. "Our goal
is to give the university com-
munity the best price

MIT Structural Engineering. University of Virginia, Fi-
Analyzing and designing

available," commented Schore.
The showrom consists of a

classroom with some systems
set up for display along several
tables, some empty "Apple"
computer boxes for decoration
and a reception desk.

The merchandise available
includes several IBM models
as well as Apple's Macintosh
Plus system. Printers for the
IBM and Zenith computers in-
clude Proprinters, Quiet-
writers, Citizens and Epsons.
For the Apple computers the
Image Writer and Laser
Writer printers can be
purehased.
purchased.

The store receives its mer-
chandise directly from the fac-
tory upon request. A
maintenance check is then run
to make sure the equipment is
in good working order, and the
computers are then passed on
to the buyer. SERDAC does
not keep a large quantity of
computers in stock, but instead
orders them upon customer
request.

Many students had the op-
portunity to view some of the
IBM models found in the com-
puter store during the first two
days of classes at sa small
display which was set up in
display which was set up in

SUSAN KRUSE HOLLY A. VAN DEURSEN
U

UC Santa Cruz, Marine Biol- University of Michigan, MBA
nance. Studies fluctuating ogy. Studies behavior of blue

bridges. Developed working stock and money market whales and effect of environ-
modelof a double spandrelarch trends. Assisted head trader ment on distribution of mar-
bridge. The HP-28S helps him in Yen at Chicago Mercantile ine mammals. The new, easy
analyze structural stress and Exchange. The HP-12C with to use HP-22S has a built-in

candidate. Assisted on pric-

ing projects for GM. The HP-
17 B offers easyalgebraicentry.

Plus time value of money, cash
flows and linear regression to

solve custom formulas without ratios, net present value and giving her access to the most at your campus bookstore Or
programming.With more than internal rate of return. He can commonly used scientific call 1-800-752-0900 F'it 658E
1500 functions, 32K RAM and even create his own custom equations. Statistics with
both RPN and algebraic entry, programs. The HP- 12C is the linear regression. And alge-
the HP-28S is the ultimate sci- established standard in fi- braic entry. The ideal student
entific calculator. nancial calculators.

PACKARD
science calculator

for your nearest dealer

We never stop asking "What if...

EI HEWLETT

HP-28S SCIENTIFIC HP-12C FINANCIAL HP-225 SCIENTIFIC P1B BUSINESSCALCULATOR CALCULATOR CALCULATOR CALCULATOR

©1988 Hewlett-Packard Company GM is a trademark of General Motors Corporation.

I

front of the FIU Rathskeller.
"We got a lot of response from
that," said Samuelson. "We
plan to hold another show next
month to display Apple
models. Zenith will get their
turn later on."

SERDAC is also an authoriz-
ed warranty servicer, which
means that it repairs damages
to any of its merchandise.
Representatives are also
available to assist first-time
computer buyers with any
questions they may have.

The computer store also car-
ries diskettes and printing
cables as well as a limited
amount of software such as
WordPerfect and the DOS
operating system. Store hours
are from 8:30 am until 5:00
pm. "Come by and visit," said
Samuelson. "We'll help you
get a real good savings on a
personal computer."

Career
Corner

I am a new student at FU.
What does Career Planning &
Placement have to offer me?

Career Planning & Place-
ment provides services and
programs that relate to success
in the career/life planning pro-
cess. Staff members provide in-
dividual and group advisement
on career decision making in-
cluding choosing a major and
exploring career options.
Seminars and workshops are
offered on resume writing and
interviewing techniques. Infor-
mation and assistance is
available on finding current
employment. Cooperative
Education, an experiential
learning program, is available
each semester. Graduating

seniors and alumni can inter-
view with employers through
on-campus recruitment. And
those are just a few of the ex-
citing things happening here
that can help you prepare for
the career you want. Come see
us! We're located at Universi-
ty Park, UH 340 and at North
Miami Campus, SC 260. A fall
schedule of events is available
for your information at each
location.

WHAT IF YOU DON'T GET
INTO THE GRAD SCHOOL

OF YOUR CHOICE?
Sure, there are other schools. But why

settle? Kaplan helps students raise their
scores and their chances of being admit-
ted into their first-choice schools. Fact is,
no one has helped students score higher!

IKAPLAN
STANLEY H. KAPLAN EDUKATNAL (ETER TD.

Dade: 66-SCORE
(667-2673)

Broward: 486-0115

Palm Beach: Opening soon
PG12807

geometry. Its the only calcu- RPN lets him analyze prices, equation library with solver, analyze budgets and forecasts.
lator that lets him do both sym- T A

boi agba n aluu. W HP Solve lets her enter her own

bolic algebra and calculus. 
formulas and solve for any

It features .I
powerfulHeavy M tIl, tl variable.Heavy Metal,Swing, Blues Hewlett

matrix math and graphics cap- a g ia Packard's calculators are built
abilities. And HP Solve lets him a n d V for your success. Look for them

i
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100-HELP WANTED

Good money, easy work.
Bicycle (provided) deliveries,
downtown Lauderdale,
11 am-2pm Mon-Fri. Will
adapt to class schedules. Call
523-2304.

Advertising Majors: Positions
open in the Advertising
Department of the Sunblazer
Newspaper. Get experience
before you graduate. Call
554-23 15.

Writers, Photographers
wanted to cover events on
campus. Drop by. the
Sunblazer newspaper office in
UH-315 or call 554-2315.

"on campus

ZZZ7

Wanted: Creative Freelance
Artist for ad and brochure
layout. Portfolio a must. Call
Joel McEachern, Director of
Marketing, at General
Storage. 262-4115

200-ROOMIES

Female Roommate wanted to
share 3/2 home Kendall. $300
plus % utilities. 15 min. from
FIU. 386-9134.

Rent-free room and bath.
Single mom with two precious
pre-schoolers looking for a
female student to live in our
Miami Beach home and
transport 4 year-old to FlU
Nursery School (Univ. Park)

and back every day. Flexible
hours-warm environment.
Your privacy respected.
861-6583

300-FOR SALE

*COMPUTER*
WHOLESALE PRICES

ON
Hardware and Software
Add-ons and Upgrades

Word Processors, Spread
Sheets

Data Bases, Etc. from $5
each!

Complete XT's for $750!
Complete AT's for $1200!

Call C.L.A.S.S. at 923-0861

400-SERVICES

by Kevin Kaufman

STASH YOUR STUFF
at

General Storage
Mini-Warehouses

Student discounts with l/D
266-8417 593-2352

ESSAYS & REPORTS
16,278 to choose from -all subjects
Order catalog Today with Visa/Mc or COD

800-351-0222
Or, rush $2.00 to Essays & Reports

11322 Idaho Ave. #206-SN, Los Angeles, CA 90025
Custom research also available-all levels

-Classified Rates: $1.00 per
line with three lines
minimum required. Each
line can contain a max-
imum of 28 characters. All
classifieds must be
prepaid. Call 554-2315 for
more information.

As our Classified
section grows, so
will the responses
to your ad!

I
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Auditions for the
FIU Dance Ensem-
ble's annual concert
will take place on
Sunday, September
25, 1988 at 10:00
am at the Dance
Studio in W-6.

MIKE'S SKI SCHOOL
WATERSKIING

(15 Minutes from campus)
We welcome:
Beginner Skiers
Slalom Skiers
Trick Skiers
Barefoot Instruction
Kneeboarding
(All equipment provided)
Mastercraft Ski Boat
Professional Instructor
Phone 264-1412

CHILDREN'S
CREATIVE
LEARNING

CENTER at FIU

REGISTER NOW 554-2143

PRESCHOOL FALL '88

AGES 2% TO 5 LOCATIONS AT.
HOURS 7:456 PM. UNIVERSITY PARK &
HALF & FULL DAYS FIU NORTH MIAMI

I. ~ CAMPUSES

Mary's
~04t # /

We're El Torito, the nation's oldest and
fastest-growing chain of Mexican Dinner
Houses, and we're proud of our fine food, ser-
vice and atmosphere. We're also proud of our
employees who have made us so successful,
and we like to reward their talent, energy and
creativity by offering them the opportunity to
build a career with us. And enjoy a compensa-
tion and benefits program that is really
excellent.

We welcome students interested in applying
for part-time positions.

El Torito at International Mall is looking for
talented, energetic, upbeat people with ex-
perience to work as:

* SERVERS
• SERVER

ASSISTANTS
• HOST/

HOSTESSES

• BARTENDERS
• COCKTAIL

SERVERS
• UNE COOKS

We think you'll like the looks of us.
APPLY IN PERSON

(No Phone Calls)

10633 N.W. 12 St.
International Mall

We are pleased to be an equal
opportunity employer.
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speak out!

This week's question.K

"What gave you the

most trouble at FlU

during the first week

of classes?"

"Finding out what room my
classes were in. Many rooms

weren't chosen until the last
minute."

-Thomas Gilbar
Electrical Engineering major

"Registering for classes-
what a mess!"

-Susan Leyva
Exercise Physiology major

"Trying to get into courses
that had been closed since the
first week of registration, and
trying to get in contact with
teachers that are never in
their office."

-Ileana Calvo
Accounting major

- Student opinions

"Our class schedules were
rearranged at times which
were inconvenient for us. I
have class on two separate
days from 8:30am-5:00pm with
no scheduled break."

-Holly Rose
Medical Technology major

"During the first week of
classes there were long lines,,
far-distance parking and a lack
of air conditioning."

-David 'ee
Marketing major
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Miami, FL 33199
(305) 554-2315
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GfI don't want
a lot of hype.
I just want
something I
can count on.99

Some long distance
companies promise you
the moon, but what you
really want is dependable,
high-quality service. That's
just what you'll get when
you choose AT&T Long
Distance Service, at a cost
that's a lot less than you
think. You can expect low
long distance rates, 24-hour
operator assistance, clear
connections and immediate
credit for wrong numbers.
And the assurance that
virtually all of your calls will
go through the first time.
That's the genius of the
AT&T Worldwide Intelligent
Network.

When it's time to
choose, forget the gimmicks
and make the intelligent
choice-AT&T

If youd like to know
more about our products or
services, like International
Calling and the AT&T Card,
call us at 1 800 222-0300.

AT&T
The right choice.

"The Administration."
-Scott Hechemy

Hotel Technology major


