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New graduate

programs at FIU

Schools of Engineering, Journalism
will offer Master’s Degree programs

i
i

When graduate students
register for the fall semester at
Florida International Univer-
sity, they will have a wide
range of academic programs to
choose from. ,

FIU is inaugurating new
Master of Science degree pro-
grams in construction manage-
ment, mechanical engineering

ment program is designed to
provide knowledge and skills
for middle and upper level
management professionals in
the construction industry,”
commented Manuel Cereijo,
assistant dean of the FIU
School of Engineering and Ap-
plied Sciences.

“The program will em-

and mass communication. Also phasize advanced training and

offered are a doctoral program
in biology and a Masters in
Fine Arts in creative writing.
All new graduate programs
were recently approved by the
Board of Regents.

“The new graduate pro-
|grams give an added dimen-
sion to FIU’s commitment to

AL Beodd w. FRERER £
broad a base of our communi- now offer

research in the area of fluid
and thermal sciences, energy,
computer-aided design and
material sciences,” said
Gautam Ray, chairman of the
Department of Mechanical
Engineering.

The FIU Department of
Biology, renowned for its

a doctorate

ty as possible,” said FIU Presi- The department focuses on

dent Mitch Maidique.

The College of Engineering
and Applied Sciences will in-
itiate two new Masters of
Science degree programs, one

marine biology, ecology,
microbiology and developmen-
tal biology. ‘
“We envision that in five
years’ time we will have 20-30

in construction management Ph.D students,” said John

and ome in mechanical

engineering. .
“The construction manage-

Makemson, chairperson of the
biology department. “It is hard
. -continued on page 4

i

program. |
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@ Anna Jordan holds her son Daniel, a pupil of the Dolphin Research Center.

Professor conducts research with

dolphins and handicapped children

Where can you find some
friendly dolphins, a grumpy
seal, noisy parrots, inquisitive
peacocks and sleepy dogs and
cats all residing on oceanfront
property? At the Dolphin
Research Center in the Florida
Keys.

’ e
e center, located on
Grassy Key, is primarily
dedicated to the study of

. dolphin behavior, training and

husbandry. It is open to the
public 5 days a week for one-
on-one “dolphin encounters.”

For Florida International
University Professor David
Nathanson, these encounters
serve a very real purpose.

Nathanson is involved in a

research project at the Dolphin
Center which is quickly gain-
ing national and international
attention.

A professor in the School of
Education at FIU, Nathanson
teaches a graduate course for
teachers of the gifted and
talented. But his work extends
beyond the classroom into his

-continued on pége 2

‘ Catholic students travel on LIFO mission

REY QUINTANA
Sunblazer Editor

For many Florida Interna-
tional University students,
summertime is also vacation
time - a chance to forget about
school for a while and perhaps
take a trip to some colorful
destination. A small group of

£ Catholic FIU students took

such a trip during the last two
weeks of July, but it wasn’t
just a vacation. This journey
changed their entire lives.
The students - six from FIU
and two from St. Thomas
University - belong to an
organization called LIFO (Liv-
ing Instruments For Others).
The group, which consists of
approximately 20 members,
travels to the poorest regions
of the Dominican Republic

once a year. Its mission: to help

some of the poorest human be-

ings on our planet improve
their living conditions, their
education and their health.

“Words cannot describe the
experience of those two
weeks,”’ said Emilia
Estopinan, an FIU psychology
major who was one of the eight
students on this year’s mis-
sion. “This trip has changed
my life completely.”

LIFO was founded in 1985 by
two individuals who, because
they were not allowed to par-
ticipate in a similar project,
decided to carry out one of
their own. Alfred Consuegra,
21, is now a senior at FIU ma-
Jjoring in architecture, but back
in 1983, during his junior year
at Belen Jesuit Preparatory
School, he traveled to the
mountains of the Dominican
Republic with Father Eduardo
Alvarez, S.J.,, a teacher at
Belen, and a group of his fellow

-continued on page 6
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own private psychology prac-

tice and the pools of the
Dolphin Research Center.

As the Director of Human
Dolphin Research at the
center, Nathanson works with
six young children. Five of
them have Down’s Syndrome
and one has Hydrocephali.
Both are diseases that cause
mental retardation. The
degrees of severity can vary,
but both conditions are serious
nonetheless.

Nathanson works with the
dolphins and the children
together to try and grab the at-
tention span of his human
pupils and, through a series of
carefully monitored ex-
periments, enable them to
learn more quickly than they
would in a regular classroom
setting.

The theory he bases his
research on is called the Atten-
tion Defect Hypothesis. It
states that learning occurs in
two phases. First is the atten-
tion phase in which the person
becomes attentive to the object
he is focusing on. Second is the
cognitive or brain processes
phase in which the person
evaluates and assesses the pro-
perties of the object. According
to Nathanson, the mentally
handicapped experience dif-
ficulty in the attention phase

because they cannot maintain
their focus on the object. It is
also difficult for them to learn
the concept that an object can
have multiple dimensions.

Nathanson believes that by
using the dolphins as teachers
for the handicapped children,
the learning process occurs
from two to ten times faster
than in a regular control room
situation.

To make his project eredible
and measurable, Nathanson
must use both the dolphin
method and the classroom
method of teaching, and he
must alternate their order to
insure that the results are un-
biased. Sessions are approx-
imately one hour long and
students are tutored one at a
time at their own level.

Daniel Jordan, a two year-
old student with Down’s Syn-
drome, is working on his
speech. Dr. Nathanson and a
dolphin trainer carry Daniel
into a shallow pool located in
the ocean and separated from
deeper water by a short wire
fence. They bring with them
their teaching props: some
floating planks of wood with
pictures or words on them and
a trained dolphin.

A typical exercise, or “trial,”
might go something like this:
a plank is thrown into the
water. The dolphin retrieves
the board and brings it back to
the pupil, who is then asked to
repeat the word or symbol he
has previously been introduc-
ed to. A successful recollection
or enunciation of word or sym-
bol brings applause and
rewards not only from his
human teachers, but also

clicks, nods and squeals of ap-
proval from his dolphin
teacher. The dolphin also gets
a morsel of fish as his reward
for a job well done.

Trials occur twenty in a row
with words or pictures and the
number of successes is record-
ed for the pool phase. The same
procedure is then repeated in
a classroom setting with the
same cards that were used in
the dolphin pool. The cards are
introduced to the student, then
shown to him again for
recollection.

Daniel’s mother, Anna Jor-
dan, says that the dolphin
schooling has been very
beneficial to her son. “He is
learning many of the hand
signals that the trainer uses,”
she said. “He knows where he
is and he is happy.”

The data recorded from the
last six months that the project
has been in progress is pro-
viding some amazing results.

Mando, one of three students
viewed on this particular day,
has a disease called
Hydrocephali. Mando is work-
ing to improve his memory
and, in one session,
remembered 4 out of 20 sym-
bols in the room experiment
and 8 out of 20 in the dolphin
pool.

Nathanson says that the
range is anywhere from two to
ten times better recollection
and enunciation in the pool
than in the room. ‘‘The
dolphins simply hold the atten-

tion of the student and enable
them to focus on something
longer than normal,” Nathan-
son explained. “It actually
compresses time. The learning
process is accelerated.”’

The FIU professor has tried
similar experiments with
other animals such as chim-
panzees, but dolphins have
proven to be the most effective
teachers. They are beautiful to
look at and their movements
flow. They are very strong yet
gentle animals with an astute
level of intelligence and an
amazing ability to learn. Also,
the water relaxes the students
and it creates a seemingly
ideal learning environment.
Instead of distracting the
students, the dolphins actual-
ly enhance their learning
capabilities.

.Nathanson hopes to extend
his studies to other areas and
he plans on using the dolphins
to work with cancer patients
and Vietnam veterans who
suffer from post-traumatic
stress disorder. According to
Nathanson, the possibilities
are endless and the research
data is only beginning to come
in. “The important thing here
is to compare the two teaching

methods and to quantify or

measure the differences in ef-
fectiveness.” he said.
Nathanson attempted to pre-
sent his research project to
FIU for possible funding, but
the University was not respon-
sive to his idea. “These people

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

are out to lunch on many
issues,” he stated. “Winning a
Nobel Prize would only get you
a ‘That’s nice’ around here.”

Although he has not receiv-
ed compensation for his work,
Nathanson says that the
studies will go on despite the
lack of funding.

The dolphins that work with
the children are also veterans
of the silver screen. Nat, the
most famous movie star at the
center, has performed in the
films “Coccoon” and ‘“Splash.”
He was recently taken to the
Virgin Islands along with
some of his roommates for a
lead performance in the new
film “Big Blue.” ,

The Dolphin Research
Center is financed by the
dolphins’ cinematic ap-
pearances, and this allows the
center to fund research pro-
jects such as Nathanson’s.

Why do dolphins work so
well with humans? And in
what other ways can the
animals be used? These are
Jjust two of the questions that
Nathanson hopes to answer
with his work. The ultimate
goal of the program is to get
the children involved to learn
at their own maximum capaci-
ty level. Applying what they
learn from this project will
enable them to start a regular
program of this type.

|
|
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News briefs. ..

New honors course

The first university-wide
honors course, ‘Miami: An Ur-
ban Laboratory,” will debut at
Florida International Univer-
sity this fall.

The three-credit course is
targeted to FIU'’s honor
students in the Faculty
Scholars Program who have
completed their freshman
year. Providing a comprehen
sive look into the various
segments that make up
Miami, the course will include
such topics as the city’s
history, sociological make-up,
culture, health care system
and government,

Sponsored by the FIU In-
stitute for Public Policy and '
Citizenship studies, the course

will be taught by professors ' v

from across the University’s l
spectrum of disciplines, said
Rebecca Salokar, associate
director of the Institute.

“The interdisciplinary l
nature of this course is
something that many univer-
sities tend to overlook because '
they're so compartmentaliz i
ed,” Salokar said. “This course
will allow students to look at
their community from all
perspectives.”

Rowing Club meeting ! ,

The Golden Panthers Row-
ing Club, open to both men and
women, will have its first
meeting on Wednesday,
August 31, at 8:30 am in the
Sunblazer Arena. The club will
use equipment at the Miami
Rowing Club located on the
Rickenbacker Causeway, on

who 1is an experienced i
oarsman will provide coaching l
for the club. All interested
members of the University
community are urged to attend
the meeting to learn about'
competitive crew. For more
information, call Tom Cooper
at 554-2651.
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Write to: Free Catalog, P.O. Box 37000, Washington, DC 20013-7000

~ATTENTIONII™
ENGLISH

HORSEBACK RIDING
HUNTER SEAT

“LEARN TO RIDE THE SAFE WAY"”

CH!LDREN ADULTS

INTRODUCTORY
OFFER-WITH THIS

- COUPON
DONNA MOLE
TRAINER OF MANY FLORIDA STATE CHAMPIONS

NOW LOCATED IN THE
SOUTH MIAMI AREA
CALL: 653-6288

Virginia Key. An FIU student

* All prices subject to change and include discount.

"IBM PCFAIR AT

RIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

| xAugusz 25-25 1988/ 9: 00 AM.t05:00 PM. |
’  Next to the cafeteria__

==== = PERSONAL SYSTEM/2
e . e
, i i IS S e
e SRR ‘
: . N VSRR S AND OTHER SELECTED IBM PRODUCTS ATUPTO A
= NE N T S
v T
| —— T — 40% DISCOUNT
, :
J‘ IBM PC Convertible IBM PS/2 Model 60
l 2 drives/battery charger $ 712 44 Meg hard dr?ve a1
% IBM PS/2 Model 25 Mono 71 Meg hard drive $3,477
| 1 diskette drive $ 810 | IBM PS/2 Model 70
I Collegiate Kit $1,130 60 Meg hard drive $3,597
I IBM PS/2 Model 25 Color 120 Meg (20 MHz) $4,797
I 1 diskette drive $1,017 120 Meg (25 MHz) $6,777
Collegiate Kit $1,337 | 1BM PS/2 Model 80
IBM PS/2 Model 30 44 Meg hard drive $4,197
‘g 2 diskette drives $1,017 71 Meg hard drive $4,797
| 20 Meg hard drive $1,377 115 Meg hard drive $5,397
i IBM PS/2 Model 50 IBM Monochrome Display $ 165
| 20 Meg hard drive $2,157 | IBM Color Display 14" $ 357
| IBM PS/2 Model 502 IBM Color Display 12" $ 450
i 30 Meg hard drive $2,397 | IBM Proprinter i $ 357
i 60 Meg hard drive $2,757 1BM Proprinter X24 $ 479
IBM Quietwriter Il $1,109
(  More Products Available )
i
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to predict the results of
research in pure science but a
broadening of our scope and

amount of work widens the in-

finite possibilities of scientific
discovery.” ,

FIU’s School of Journalism
and Mass Communication will
offer a Master of Science in
Mass Communication degree
program. The new graduate
program will offer specializa-
tions in print and broadcast
journalism, telecommunica-
tion management and student
media advising. '

“It is, to our knowledge, the

;1 ~ only program in Southeast

Florida with such a distinct
professional focus,” said J. Ar-

thur Heise, director of the -

School of Journalism and Mass
Communication. .

The University’s highly suc- |
cessful Creative Writing Pro~ ,,
gram has been expanded to in-
clude a Master in Fine Arts in
Creative Writing.

Les Standiford, associate pro-
fessor of English, has directed |
FIU’s Creative Writing Pro-
gram for the last three years. |
“I am very excited because this |
is the only M.F.A. in creative
writing in Southeast Florida,
and the only intensive creative
writing training available in

the state. 1 believe it will

become an important and
popular program in a very
short time.” 2

For more information on ad- |
mission to these or other FIU |
programs, students should con- |
tact the Office of Admissions in |
the University Park Campus
at 554-2363.

. Auditions for the musical adaptation
of “Fashion!” or “Life in New York” will
take place on Thursday, August 25,
and Friday, August 26 at the Umver-
sity Theatre in VH-100. ,
Actors are asked to prepare a com-
ic monologue and a song for the audi-
tion. The musical will run from Oc-

| or win savings up to $100!
Order your college rmg NOW

Date September 12-16
Do University Park Campus Bookstore

g details.

See your Jostens rep for winni

tober 20 to 23 and Oct. 27 to 30.

When you mean busmess

ROGER RABBIT

' CAN FRAME YOUR CAREER
(IF YOU BELIEVE IN RABBITS!)

OR
_; , YOU CAN VISIT
CAREER PLANNING & PLACEMENT
FOR ’

'COMPUTERIZED INTEREST TESTING (SIGI)
'CAREER PLANNING/MAJOR IDENTIFICATION
COOPERATIVE EDUCATION

B L rrr———— —

“Immediate Response Word Processing”

Quality typing/State of the art equipment/Transcriptions/Laser
printing/Evenings&Weekends/Near F.L.U./Bilingual
COMPETITIVE RATES.

Call: 551-1486

Hot i)oggin

The Hot Dog Specialists

Aren’t you tired of pizza and Burger
King? Try a hot dog with OT out-of-this-

world ““Fresh Fries’’ for

a|change!

Located in the Universit
Center across the street

Shopping
rom FIU at

| 1635 S.W. 107 Avenue. |

The Torch All-
ON-CAMPUS EMPLOYER INTERVIEWS - sl s | lﬂtbng
JOB VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENTS Hot Doz with il & g
P ' .' : tilla shell with fries & | With fhmc? of one toppliﬂga
UNIVERSITY PARK  NORTH MIAMI BROWARD et g ek & & Gouriibt wokie
" UH 340 SC 260 BLDG 9-224 '
| 940-5813 948-6747 $2.99 $2.29

- 554-2423
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B FIU's dance minor will be offered this fall

FIU offers dance minor

Beginning this fall, Florida
International University
students may be able to dance
their way through school.

FIU will offer a minor in
dance that will include instruc-
tion in ballet, jazz, modern
dance and the history of music
and theater.

The dance program is design-
ed to meet the needs of the
liberal arts student who wants
to pursue dance in order to in-
crease his/her creative
development and artistic
awareness and for those
students who feel that the
study of dance is closely
related to an important exten-
sion or facet of their major

discipline. ~

“At a time when there is an
increasing support of dance -
from ballet to any form of
modern dance - from the
general audience, there was no
dance degree program in the
Miami area,” commented Dr.
Therald Todd, chairman of
FIU’s Department of Theatre
and Dance. “We felt that FIU,
as a public university, needed
to fill that void.”

FIU’s Department of
Theatre and Dance has produc-
ed numerous musicals such as
“Cabaret,” “Quilters,” “Man
of La Mancha” and “Jesus
Christ Superstar.” Renowned
artists such as Anna Sokolow,
Kei Takei, Laura Glenn and

.Eiko and Koma have been

guest lecturers. Ballet Ran-
dolph, Mary Street Dance
Theatre, and Leslie Neal &
Dancers are some of the many
Miami companies that have
performed at FIU. Perfor-
mances by guest companies -
Two’s Company, Double Dan-
cing and the Jacksonville
Ballet - have also been spon-
sored by the theatre and dance
department.

For more information about
the dance minor program,
students should contact the
Department of Theatre and
Dance at 554-2895.
e —

Next issue: an in-depth

look at the Dance

Department

CASE Gold Medal awarded
for Hispanic Radio Marathon

The Florida International
University Division of Univer-
sity Relations and Develop-
ment has received a Council
for the Advancement and Sup-
port of Education (CASE) Gold
Medal Award for its effort in
coordinating and publicizing
the Second Annual FIU
Hispanic Radio Marathon.

The division coordinated
publicity, media relations,
volunteer services and faculty
support services for the FIU
Hispanic Radio Marathon held
in February 1988. More than
400 volunteers including
students, faculty, community
leaders and elected officials
participated. The marathon
received 2600 pledges and rais-
ed $105,888 in scholarship
money for Hispanic students,
surpassing the University's
goal of $100,000.

The idea for the marathon
was born out of FIU President
Mitch Maidique’s recognition
of the need for more scholar-
ships for Hispanic students.
Although Hispanics make up
approximately 40 percent of
the FIU student body, they
receive a much lower percen-
tage of available scholarship
money.

The Hispanic. Radio
Marathon was a project that
involved the entire FIU com-

munity: faculty, staff and
students. It was a project of
major importance for Maidi-
que. He contacted represen-
tatives at radio stations

‘WQBA, WAQI, WOCN, and

WHRC, four of Miami’s
leading Spanish-language sta-
tions who agreed to donate
most of their programming
time to the university for an
entire day. |,

The marathon took place
from 6:00 am to midnight on
February 24. Local Hispanic
citizens and businesses em-
braced the effort and donated
services such as food and
supplies.

“This is a well-deserved
recognition for our Division of
University Relations and
Development,” Maidique said.
“The division staff successful-
ly orchestrated a university-
wide and community-wide ef-
fort that not only raised con-
tributions far beyond our ex-
pectations, but also raised the
consciousness of the Hispanic
community about the need for
scholarships for Hispanic
students.”

Toni Bilbao, assistant vice
president for community af
fairs and Uva Clavijo, public_
information specialist were the
key coordinators for the event.
Both have strong contacts

within the Hispanic communi-
ty and Clavijo was largely
responsible for garnering
Hispanic media support for the
project.

“I believe this CASE Gold

Medal is a testimony to the
spirit of teamwork that is
displayed throughout the divi-
sion and the University,” said
Walter Strong, vice president
of University Relations and
Development. “Staff, students,
faculty and the community
came together in a united ef-
fort to further educational op-
portunities for deserving
students.”

This award marks the second
consecutive year the FIU divi-
sion has received the CASE
Gold Medal. Last year the
award was given for the media
relations effort surrounding
the FIU Conference on
Negritude, Ethnicity and Afro
Cultures in the Americas.

The goal of CASE is to ad-
vance public understanding
and financial support of educa-
tion. CASE has more than
13,000 members representing
2,820 colleges, universities and
independent elementary and
secondary schools in the
United States, Canada, Mexico
and 20 other countries.

Scholars’ House
established at
University Park

Designed to provide a living
and learning experience for
students who are highly
recruited for their academic
ability, Florida International
University has established a
Scholars’ House at University
Park. The program serves as a
component of the FIU Faculty
Scholars Program, which pro-
vides scholarships to students
with grade point averages of
3.5 and above and 1200 or
higher on the Scholastic Ap-
titude Test (SAT).

This is the first year for the
FIU Scholars’ House which is
a joint effort between the Of-
fice of Student Affairs and the

dent Sunblazer.

Send your meSsagé to our 20,000
readers! Advertise in the Indepen-

Office of Undergraduate
Studies.
“Living/learning programs

such as this one provide a uni-

que opportunity for students to
integrate what they are learn-
ing in the classroom with their
outside experiences,” said
Glenda Belote, assistant vice
president for student affairs.
Approximately forty
students, thirty of whom are in
the Faculty Scholars program
and 10 on other scholarships,
will live in the Scholars’ House
this fall. The House, formerly
building H, will also have a
computer lab for its residents.

The Sunblazer is operated by a

non-profit corporation and it is
distributed free of charge to all three

HU campuses. For advertising infor-
mation, please call 554-2315.
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FIU students travel on LIFO mission:

top, an
bottom, place LIFO’s luggage onto the jeep that will
carry it to Arroyo La Vieja

B Ibra Consuegra, left, and his cousin Alfred, right,
relax on the flight to San Juan

! -
-LIFQ, from page 1

' students. Consuegra’s friend
Albert Perez, a graduate of

Columbus High School who is
now in business for himself,

- was also a member of the

group. After that first trip

. together, the two friends decid-
| ed they had to go back. “We

felt like we had found our call-

) | ing,” Consuegra said. “After
| that first time, we knew we
had to return.”’

They did return in 1984, but

' the following year Consuegra
| and Perez were not allowed to
| travel with the mission
. because they were no longer in

high school. “ We had to stay
because Father Eddy wanted

. new people to come in,” said
| Consuegra. “But we didn’t
. want to stay. So we decided to
{ g0 on our own.”

And they’ve been going ever
since. This year’s trip began on

- Saturday, July 16, with a four

o’clock departure from Miami
International Airport aboard
Am n Airlines flight 917,

After a brief stop in'San Juan,

Puerto Rico, the aircraft head-
ed for Puerto Plata, on the nor-
thern coast of the Dominican
Republic. “Ana, we’re home,”
said Martha Rivas of St.
Thomas to her cousin Ana
Mederos as the plane made its

~ final descent into Puerto Plata.

“I can hear the mountains call-

WIng enbdons bl i

The flight was followed by a
two-hour van ride to Santiago
de los Caballeros, a small town
due south of Puerto Plata. Left
behind at the airport were six-
teen large boxes containing
clothing, books, toys and
medical supplies that were
confiscated by immigration of-
ficials at the airport. “They’re
just doing this to bother us,”
said Consuegra. “Now, getting
those boxes through customs is

. going to be a big headache.”

It took several phone calls to
government offices in Santo
Domingo before the boxes were
released by immigration one
week later. ‘

The group spent the first
night at CEFASA, a communi-
ty learning center in Santiago
run by two Catholic priests,
Father Gregorio Lance and
Father Francisco Guzman (A
loose translation of what
CEFASA stands for is “Center
For Social and Agrarian
Reform”). “I hope you enjoy
this night of relaxation,” Con-
suegra told his companions,
“because this is the last time
you’'ll see a bed, a toilet bowl
and hot water.”

The following morning, after
breakfast in the CEFASA
cafeteria, the group attended
an early morning mass con-
ducted by Father Guzman in

. the town church. After the ser-
vice the LIFO members board-
ed their mini-van and set off
for Arroyo La Vieja (“The
Stream of the Old Woman), a
small community of some fifty
families high in the mountains
of the island. It was at Arroyo
La Vieja where the group
spent ten days living in a one-
room schoolhouse with no elec-
tricity, no running water and
a latrine for a restroom. “Go-
ing to the latrine was one of
the most difficult things for
me,” said Estopinan. “And not
having any running water for
my contact lenses became a
real problem, also.”

Natasha Perez, the youngest
member of the mission at age

-19, had a far more serious pro-
blem - an intense fear of
heights. “I was terrified every
time we had to climb up or
down a hill,” she said. “But I
overcame my fear. I had no
choice. Now, I still hesitate
when I have to go down an
escalator, but it’s not as bad as
it was before the trip.”

A wake-up call at 6:30 am
was followed by breakfast at
7:30. The workday began at
8:00 am with the LIFO crew
and the men of the village
working on three specific pro-
jects - an additional room for
the school that would also be
‘used for town meetings, a new
latrine and the expansion of

roadways leading to the com-
munity. It was hard work
under a grueling tropical sun,
but a total team effort and a
strong faith in their purpose
kept everyone going. “We
worked hard because the com-
munity worked hard,” said
Estopinan. “Watching those
mem, who never seemed to get
tired, was a real inspiration for
me.’’ ,,

The work continued until
noontime, and after a two-hour
lunch recess it was back to
picking and shoveling. The
LIFO women labored until
four o'clock in the afterncon
and then went to bathe in a
nearby river. They were
followed by the men one hour
later. Dinner was next at 6:30
or 7:00 pm and the evenings
were ended with either a
prayer meeting or a visit to a
neighbor’s house where the
group sang songs and shared
stories with the members of
the community.

“This trip presented itself at
a time when I was looking for
something to give meaning to
my life,” said Jose Ruiz-
Sanchez, a 24 year-old
graduate of FIU with a degree
in chemistry. “After I finished
school down here I moved up
north. I had a real good job and
plenty of money, but I was dy-
ing inside. My life is very dif-
ferent now. I'm really looking
forward to more work of this
type.”

The group held meetings
with the women of the com-
munity to talk about hygiene
practices, and it also hosted a
day of fun and games for the
children of the village. “The
hygiene meeting was the best
part of the trip for me,” com-
mented Natasha Perez. “If we
had done nothing else while
we were there, the trip would
still have been great for me.”

The LIFO mission ended on
Wednesday, July 27, when the
group left Arroyo La Vieja for
two days of rest and relaxation
‘at Sosua Beach, a small resort
near Puerto Plata. For Ibra

IT!»menofArroyoLaVioiabéﬁnworkonﬁmroad-ways leading into the community
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a journey

Consuegra, a 21 year-old
English major at FTU leaving
was the hardest part of the
trip. “It was tough saying

goodbye to those incredible -

people,” he said. “They taught
me that sometimes the poorest
individuals can be the happiest
ones. I will definitely go back
next year.”

The cost of the LIFO mission
is approximately $350.00, and
those who make the journey
must pay their own expenses.
LIFO is presently in the pro-
cess of becoming a non-profit
corporation, and any donations
to the mission are used to
finance the different LIFO con-
struction projects abroad. “It’s
very important that people
understand that we do not use
our funds to pay for the trip,”
said Alfred Consuegra. “All
the money that comes in
through our fund-raising ac-
tivities goes to help the poor in
the Dominican Republic.”

The next LIFO mission will
take place in the summer of

1989, but the group is involv-
ed in several major service pro-
jects to help the poor right here
in Miami. Anyone interested
in joining LIFO should contact
Alfred Consuegra at the LIFO
Hotline. The number is
554-6776, and evening hours
are preferred. Persons of all
religious backgrounds are in-
vited to participate.

“Until you come face to face
with the problem of poverty, it
never really hits you,” said
Natasha Perez. “Now I know
what the important things in
life really are. I hope more peo-
ple will choose to become in-
volved in LIFO.”

B Alfred Consuegra holds
three of the sixteen boxes
of supplies that were con-
fiscated by immigration.
The boxes were released
one week later.

““Mly life is very different

now. I'm really looking

forward to more work of
thls type.”’

-Jose Ruiz-Sanchez

B Emilia Estopinan combs the hair of one of tho

children of Arroyo La Vieja

that changed their lives

Photos: Rey Quintana/FIU Sunblazer

B Natasha Perez and Martha Rivas smg for the chﬁcken dmmg Kld s Dav ceiebrauo
at Arroyo La Vieja

" B The children of Arroyo La Vieja. Behind them is the one-room schoolhouse where

LIFO members lived for ten days

® Ana Mos relaxes on the terrace of her hotel at Sosua Beach

oy
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Public Safety Department keeps FIU safe

RUTH SUAREZ
Sunblazer Staff Writer

Florida International
University’s Public Safety
Department crowds with impa-
tient students. Luckily, their
only urgency at this time is be-
ing issued a decal.

The FIU Public Safety
Department’s duties extend
far beyond the enforcement of
parking regulations. Thirty-

CREATIVE
LEARNING
CENTER at FIU

REGISTER NOW 554-2143

PRESCHOOL FALL ’88

AGES 24105 LOCATIONS AT
HOURS 7:456 PM. _ UNIVERSITY PARK &
HALF & FULLDAYS L) NORTH MIAMI

( CHILDREN’S )

L e

two fully trained and certified
police officers provide the
university community with
round-the-clock protection.
Although the department
has been active for about eight
years, many students are still
unaware of its existence. In
cases of emergencies, students
have often called 911 instead
of calling their campus Public
Safety Department. The
operators at 911 often end up
suggesting that the student
contact campus police officers

As a campus representative ;
you'll be responsible for placing !
advertising materlals on bulletin |
boards and working on {
marketing programs for cllents
such as American Express,
Boston Unlversity, Eurall, and
various movle companies,
among others. Part-time work,
choose your own hours. No
sales. Many of our reps stay
with us long after graduation. If
you are self-motivated, hard-
working, and a bit of an
entrepreneur, call or write for
more Information to:
AMERICAN PASSAGE
NETWORK
6211 W. HOWARD STREET
CHICAGO, IL. 60648
1(800) 221-5942 or
(312) 647-6860

CHICAGO DALLAS LOS ANGELES

NEW YORK SEATTLE

1

in order to receive a quicker
response.

According to Harvey Gun-
son, director of public safety at
FIU, the most frequent pro-
blems in the university are
theft and motor vehicle van-
dalism. In addition, car ac-
cessories, wallets, purses and
books often undergo a quick
change of owner.

“Personal assaults have not
had a high rate,” said Gunson.
“Overall, crime has decreased
somewhat. Most of our em-

WORK FOR YOURSELF |

s of

Government
| books

P.O. Box 37000
Washington DC
20013-7000
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rhasis is on personal protec-
tion. And security in the dorms
is a priority.”

Gunson is quick to stress
that students can do a lot to
help the police department in
the performance of its duties.
“We urge students to report all
suspicious incidents im-
mediately - even if they are not
directly involved,” he com-
mented. “We all owe it to each
other.”

Many precautions can be

- taken in order to insure your

personal safety and that of
your property: i
-When walking alone, use
well lighted and well traveled
routes. '
-Keep your doors closed and
locked at all times.

-At night, park in a well
lighted area.

-Never leave valuables unat-
tended in public places, in-
cluding the library.

-Be aware of suspicious per-

sons in the dormitory
buildings and academic
buildings.

-Always report what you see.
. The Public Safety Depart-
ment welcomes volunteers to
be a part of its Crime Preven-
tion Program. Presentations
and lectures regarding crime
prevention awareness can be
scheduled by request. For fur-
ther information call the
Crime Prevention Officer at
554-2627 at University Park or
940-5555, North Miami
Campus.

12
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Florida International
University gets an onrush of
new students every fall
semester. This time around it
will be my turn. ~

With a new school come new
rules and regulations, new
friends, and a new student
government. FIU’s Student
Government Association
(SGA) represents a meeting
point between the two main
groups that make up the
University community - the
student body and the
administration.

The elected president and of-
ficial representative of the Stu-

dent Government Association

is Tim Benjamin. Benjamin, a
22 year-old senior with a dou-
ble major in Finance and
Economics, feels strongly that
the SGA is the ‘‘representative
body of the student.”

SGA is funded by student
revenue. A $3.80 per credit
hour fee, which students pay at
registration, goes into SGA’s
general pool of funds from
which allocations and budgets
for the different projects and
activities that the organization
sponsors are drawn. “The Stu-
dent Government Association
manages a budget of $1.5

million dollars that belongs to

the students,” Benjamin said.
- “] encourage everybody to
show up to whatever SGA of-
fers because you, the students,
are paying for it.”

FIU’s Student Government
Association is composed of the
executive, legislative and
judicial branches. It is further
subdivided into eleven commit-
tees, ranging from the athletic
and recreational sports com-
mittee to the social and
cultural committee. In order to

International
Students:
for exams such
as TOEFL,GMAT,
and GRE.

With Stanley H. Kaplan. Were
the leading test prep company in
America.

Kaplan's test preparation
courses prepare students for the
standardized exams used as
admissions criteria for all levels of
higher education in the US.

Not only TOEFL, GMAT, and
GRE, but also LSAT, MCAT, DAT,
SAT, as well as advanced medical
and nursing licensure.

If a student wants to further
his or her study in the US,,
and then return home with
greater knowledge, please call
or write us. .

Weve helped thousands of
students dreams come true.

STANLEY H KAPLAN IS AUTHORIZED UNDER FEDERAL
LAW TO ENROLL NON-IMMIGRANT ALEN STUDENTS.

EKAPLAN

STANLEY H. KAPLAN EDUCATIONAL CENTER TD.

Dade: 66-SCORE
(667-2673)

Broward: 486-0115

Palm Beach: 785-7722
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serve in positions on these
committees one must be
elected a Senator by the stu-
dent body. However, Benjamin
is quick to point out that
anyone can participate in any
of the committee meetings,
and any student who attends
three of four consecutive com-
mittee meetings can be ap-
pointed by the Senate as an of-
ficial member.

“If a student or group of
students feel strongly about a

particular issue, bringing the

issue up to the respective SGA
committee is one possible route
to a solution,” Benjamin
explained.

SGA is involved in many im-
portant projects at this time,
and the establishment of an
FIU Radio Station is high on
its list of priorities. ‘The radio

joring in anything from
engineering to communica-
tions an opportunity to gain
experience by working in their
field,” Benjamin said. “Most
importantly, the radio station,
with a tentative opening date
of August 22, will give the
students of FIU a forum for ex-
pressing views pertinent to the
student body. In short, an op-
portunity to facilitate com-
munication between the
students.

“Our biggest problem right
now is apathy,” he added.*“The
indifference of the majority of
the student body takes away
from its enthusiasm and
prevents more from being ac-
complished by those who are
involved. Consequently, the
message is to not succumb to
apathy but to become aware,
become involved and par-

ticipate in the future of our

school.” ‘
Senate meetings are held

every Wednesday at 3:05 pm

in UH 150 (University Park

Campus) and once every four
weeks at the North Miami
Campus. Meetings are open to

all students and everyone is
encouraged to attend. SGA |
members may be contacted for
more information via the .
Senate offices at University

Park, UH 311. The phone
number is 554-2121. Senate
mailboxes are also available
for messages.

The Sunblazer will
publish every Monday
beginning on Septem-
ber 5, 1988

b
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B SGA President Tim Benjamin

station will give students ma-
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B Members of the FIU men’s soccer team take a breather on the sidelines.
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Men's soccer team
schedule is now set

The Florida International
University men’s soccer
schedule has been set for the
1988 season, Athletic Director
Dick Young announced.

In what may be the toughest
schedule in FIU soccer history,
the Golden Panthers will play
21 matches, including 13 home
contests. Highlighting the
schedule will be the third an-
nuai Southern Bell Classic and
the second annual
FI1U/Gatorade Invitational.

Making their way to Univer-
sity Park this season will be

1987 NCAA Tournament par-

CARLOS SOSA

Analyzing and designing
bridges Developed working
model of a double spandrel arch
bridge. The HP-28S helps him
analyze structural stress and
geometry. It's the only calcu-
. lator that lets him do both sym-
bolic algebra and calculus.
It features
powertul
matrix math and graphics cap-
abilities. And HP Solve lets him
solve custom formulas without
programming With more than
1500 functions, 32K RAM and
both RPN and algebraic entry,

entific calculator

GRANT JONES

the HP-28S is the ultimate sci-

nance. Studies ﬁuctuatmg

stock and money market

trends. Assisted head trader
in Yen at Chicago Mercantile
Exchange The HP-12C with
RPN lets him analyze prices,

SUSAN KRUSE

ogy. Smdies behavior of blue
whales and effect of environ-
ment on distribution of mar-
imne mammals The new, easy
to use HP-22S has a built-in

equation library with solver

New Achievers in
Heavy Metal, Swing, Blues

and Motown.

ratios, net present value and
internal rate of return. He can
even create his own custom

programs. The HP- 12C is the

established standard in fi-

nancial calculators.

HP-28S SCIENTIFIC
CALCULATOR

HP-12C FINANCIAL
- CALCULATOR

giving her access to the most
commonly used scientific
equations. Statistics with
linear regression. And alge-
braic entry The ideal student

science calculator

HOLLY A. VAN DEURSEN

University of Michigan, MBA |§

candidate. Assisted on pric-

ing projects for GM.The HP-
17Bofferseasyalgebraicentry.
Plus time value of money, cash
flows and linear regrission to
analyze budgets and forecasts.
HP Solve lets her enter her own
formulas and solve for any
variable.
Hewiett~
Packard's calculators are built
for your success. Look for them
at your campus bookstore. Or
call 1-800-752-0900, Ext. 658E,
for your nearest dealer

We never stop asking “What if...

(P] HEWLETT

PACKARD

HP-2285 SCIENTIFIC
CALCULATOR

HP-17B BUSINESS
CALCULATOR

19838 Howlett Pa

kel Company GM 18 & trademark of Generad Motors Corporation
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ticipants Rutgers, George
Mason, Tampa and NAIA na-
tional champion Boca Raton,
along with traditional national
powers Penn State and Boston
University.

*“We try to make as difficult
a schedule as possible because
that is the way to better
develop the overall program,”
said FIU Head Coach Karl
Kremser. “We will really have
our hands full, but I don’t like
to schedule just for wins. If we
come ready to play every
night, we should be able to
hold our own.”

The 1988 season opener will
be against the Alumni
Association on Saturday,
August 27. The following
Tuesday, August 30, the team
will play against the Miami
Dade-New World Center
squad. Both are home games.
The Golden Panthers finish-
ed the 1987 campaign with a
12-6-2 record and ranked sixth
in the Southern Region. Last
season was the first time the
FIU soccer team competed at
the Division I level.

Next issue: more sports

SUNBLAZER
CLASSIFIEDS

100-HELP WANTED

Good money, easy work.
Bicycle (provided) deliveries,
downtown Lauderdale,
11am-2pm Mon-Fri. Will
adapt to class schedules. Call
523-2304.

Advertising Majors: Positions
open in the Advertising
Department of the Sunblazer
Newspaper. Get experience
before you graduate. Call
554-2315.

Writers, Photographers
wanted to cover events on
campus. Drop by the |

Sunblazer newspaper office in
UH-315 or call 554-2315.

200-ROOMIES _

Female Roommate wanted to
share 3/2 home Kendall. $300
plus % utilities. 15 min. from
FlU. 386-9134.

300-FOR SALE

For Sale: $500 cash. Com-
modore 64 system; com-
puter; monitor; printer; 2
modems; lots of software;
manuals; games; programmer
guide; many other extras. Call
2715581 Mt C 5 0 Con-
nell {leave message on phone
machine).

Classified Rates: $1.00 per
line with three lines
minimum required. Each
line can contain a max-
imum of 28 characters. All
classifieds must be
prepaid. Call 554-2315 for
more information.
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The poorest people can sometimes be the richest

B Here | am with Chulito, a 5 year-old child who lives in the Dominican Repubilic.

|

Rag Quintana, Sunblazer Editor

This past summer I had the
opportunity to travel to the
Dominican Republic as a
member of the 1988 LIFO mis-

. sion (you can read about the
- trip in our front-page story). I

must confess that when I first
heard about the mission, it
sounded like a different type of

- vacation. I agreed to take part

in the journey to get away
from my problems and to get
away from myself. Little did I
realize that I was headed on a
collision course with a much
harsher reality. -
The Dominican Republic is

- one of those places which looks

magnificent on a postecard. Its
towering mountains and ex-

. tensively green landscape are

the stuff that photographers’

' dreams are made of But if

those same photographers
zoomed in for a close-up shot,
they would see hunger in the

~ eyes of the children. They
. would see homes without fur-

niture or electricity. They

 would see animals overworked

and underfed. They would see
poverty and misery.

You would expect that peo-
ple living under these condi-
tions would be depressed, bit-
ter and angry. I know I did.
But ten days later, when it was

allover, I had learned a very.

significant lesson - that true
happiness comes from within,
and no amount of material
wealth can substitute for a
clear conscience.

The people of Arroyo La Vie-

ja know what I'm talking
about. They welcomed us into
their community with smiles
and open arms. They treated
us like family from the very
first day. LIFO members
became big brothers and big
sisters to the children of the
village. We worked with them,
we ate with them, we sang
with them, and we prayed with
them.

They had nothing material

. to offer us, but the love and

friendship that they gave us
was infinitely more valuable.
These people taught us what
the true riches in life really
are. I had taken this trip to get
away from myself, but I found
myself instead.

Now, as the fall semester
gets under way, stop worrying
about your back-to-school war-
drobe or all the partying you're
going to do on weekends. Start
thinking about helping others,
especially the incoming
freshmen. That first week on a
new campus can be over-
whelming, and a simple thing
like telling someone where
his/her classroom is located
can make life a heck of a lot
easier, ‘

FIU’s greatest asset is its
student body. If you are proud
of being a Golden Panther,
show it by your actions. Make
it your mission to be as helpful

to others as possible. not only . o

during the first week of school

but throughout the rest of your

life. The feeling of satisfaction
you'll receive will be much
more of a reward than any new
clothes hanging in your closet.

i
|

A message from the President

Dear Students:

Welcome to what we hope
will be our most successful
year ever! Although summer is
thought of as a time of relaxa-
tion, Florida International
University (FIU) has been on
the move!

I have often characterized
FIU as a “good university on
its way to greatness,” and I am
proud to see examples of that
evolution taking shape every
day. Evidence of our commit-
ment to diversifying and ex-
panding the university’s
academic offerings may be
seen in the fact that over the
past year we have introduced
more that 13 new programs,
including Ph.D degree pro-
grams in Business, Economics
and Biology. We are par-
ticularly proud . of the
establishment of the School of
Journalism and Mass Com-
munication. Academically, we
are on the move!

On both campuses, our

physical presence is growing.
The walls of the new engineer-
ing building take shape daily

at University Park. The Trade
Center on the North Miami
Campus receives new life in
preparing to become the new
home for the School of
Hospitality Management.
Physically, we are on the
move!

As we embark on the
1988-89 school year, we are
seeking to reach out to more
audiences and bring the oppor-
tunity for greater academic ad-
vancement to all segments of
the community. We are proud
that our students have won
state, national and interna-
tional competitions in various
academic areas. Our incoming
freshmen boast SAT scores 150
points higher than the na-
tional average. Competitively,
we are on the move!

Our presence is being felt in
ever greater proportions
throughout the nation as a
university with a mission and
a commitment to quality
education. Nationally, we are
on the move!

Please accept my best wishes
for a successful school year. I
hope you will continue to join

|

@ FIU President Mitch Maidique

in our efforts to keep FIU on
the move! Together we will en-
sure that the value of your FIU
education will increase
measurably every year.

Sincerely,
Modesto A. Maidique

President
Florida International University

'Thank you, Sunblazer

. To the Editor:

5 This is a personal thank you
‘ for the two articles in the July
115, 198B issue of the

| | “Sunblazer.”

The “Fire Alarm” article by

' Ms. Betancourt and your arti-
i cle on the “UH Elevator” are
|excellent. As a mobility im-
lpaired staff member of this
' University, I have been asking
these same questions. Several

years ago a call to evacuate the

- PC building due to a bomb
threat was received. When I

was safely outside I saw a

wheelchair student on the

third floor. Who helps this in-
dividual, I asked?
emergency passed but the pro-
blem remains. o
Perhaps now, through your
articles, the University willbe
made more aware of fire safe-.

ty and elevator maintenance .

not only for disabled students
and staff members, but
everyone concerned with
safety.

Again, thank you.

-Rebecca Elks
Administrative Secretary
Student Affairs

The Sunblazer welcomes your
views and opinions on issues of
importance. Letters to the Editor
must be signed and dated, and all
material is subject to changes.

Drop off your comments at the
Sunblazer office in UH 315. The
Sunblazer will publish an issue
every Monday beginning on

September 5.

The ..,
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The Zenith Data Systems
Z-286 LP Desktop PC

40MB Hard Disk & 3.5"
1.44MB Floppy
Suggested retail price: $3,999.00

Special Student Price**: $2,353.00
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- ZENITH INNOVATES AGAIN WITH THE NEW Z-286 LP

THE AT COMPATIBLE THAT TRANSPORTS YOU
FROM CAMPUS TO THE CORNER OFFICE!

- Ifyour studies need AT power now, and your career could use

MS-0S/2" performance later on, then you really need the new
£-286 LP Desktop PC from Zenith Data Systems — the leading
supplier of high-speed AT compatibles*

As the one desktop computer that can keep pace with your data
processing requirements and growing ambition, the Zenith
Data Systems Z-286 LP lets you harness 286 speed and power
in a surprisingly compact design that won't crowd you out of
your dormroom.

You'll find the new Z-286 LP compatible with thousands of AT
peripherals. . . and virtually all MS-DOS * software. But that's not
all. The Z-286 LP also gives you the capability to move up to the
new MS-0S/2 technology whenever you feel your career path is

ready for more advanced performance.

The Zenith Data Systems Z-286 LP also comes complete with

IMB RAM — expandable to 6MB without using an expansion slot.
Plus a single 3.5" 1.44MB floppy disk drive that lets you “read”
and “write” 720K floppy disks. And a 40MB hard disk to store
thousands of pages of information for heavy-duty word processing
and spreadsheets. . . as well as a lot of other software programs
that you may need. Either now or in the future.

So transport your success through time with the one desktop

computer that can take you all the way from college to career.
Get the Zenith Data Systems Z-286 LP today. And think like a

true innovator!

THE Z-286 LP IS NGW AVAILABLE AT YOUR NEARBY
'ZENITH DATA SYSTEMS CAMPUS CONTACT:

SERDAC Computer Store
PC-405 (305) 554-3592

Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

data
l"—‘!’l’ systems

THE QUALITY GOES IN BEFORE THE NAME GOES ON™

“Source: Infocorp, 3/29/88.
* Monitor not included in price.
MS-0S/ 2 and MS-DOS are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corp.
Special pricing offer good only on purchases through Zenith Contact(s)
listed above by students, faculty and staff for their own use. No other
discounts apply. Limit one personal computer and one monitor per individual
in any 12-month period. Prices subject to change without notice.
© 1988, Zenith Data Systems
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