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SPOTLIGHT

A Forum for Free Student Expression at Florida International University

Jonathan Ramos
Asst. Sports Director

For the first time in FIU history, 
the Golden Panthers will unveil 
black jerseys when they face Troy 
on Oct. 17. 

In a “Blackout game,” the team 
is encouraging fans to wear black 
to the game as well.

Linebacker Toronto Smith 
recalls the first time he saw a 
team break out black uniforms, 
in a Louisville victory over West 
Virginia University in 2006. Louis-
ville, the home underdog, came out 
on top in dramatic fashion.

Smith is excited for the 
perceived advantage his team will 
have against defending conference 
champion Troy.

“I like the idea,” Smith said. “It 
gave [Louisville] the extra confi-
dence with all the fans wearing 
black. The crowd showed they 
really support their football team. 
I think it’s going to be the same for 

us and Troy 
is going to be 
intimidated by 
all the black 
jerseys flying 
around making 
tackles.”

Coach Mario Cristobal 
said the jerseys will not affect 
the outcome of the game, but is 
intrigued as well.    

“That’s an Adidas thing. They 
provided us with a blackout 
jersey,” Cristobal said. “We 
felt it would be a good thing 
for the home crowd, and I 
think there is a nice buzz 
about it out there. It will 
be good to see the crowd 
decked out in black and 
bringing their best 
enthusiasm to the 
ballpark.”

Weekend

Senators suggest unified student government

Two-council system to 
be revised, restructured

Council discusses removing presidency, 
addresses members’ meeting attendance

Francisco 
Maradiaga
Staff Writer

The consideration of a 
resolution encouraging the 
restructuring of the Univer-
sity's student government 
proposed by three sena-
tors was postponed by 
the Student Government 
Council senate at Modesto 
Maidique Campus in its Oct. 
12 meeting.

Senators asked for time 
to review the claims of inef-
ficiency in the current two-
council system.

The resolution states that 
the current structure leads to 
two different views for the 
direction of FIU, which in 
turn leads to two different 

collegiate experiences and 
a lack of identity for the 
student body.

“From seeing what I've 
seen, and hearing what I've 
heard, it's almost like it's 
two separate organizations 
trying to go in different 
directions,” said sponsoring 
Senator Adam Johnson, 
from the College of Arts and 
Sciences, at the meeting. 
“It leads to two different 
identities.”

When Senator Altanese 
Phenelus, also from the 
College of Arts of Sciences, 
asked if there were surveys 
performed with the student 
body that revealed the 
lack of identity the resolu-

Maureen Nino
Staff writer

Senators at the Biscayne 
Bay Campus met on Oct. 12 
to discuss a resolution that 
could remove the Student 
Government Council presi-
dency. They also addressed 
the constant absence of one 
of their key members, which 
kept them from fulfilling the 
agenda.

During a Modesto Maid-
ique Campus Finance 
Committee meeting on Oct. 7, 
Adam Johnson, SGC-MMC 
Arts and Sciences senator, 
said that a resolution may be 
presented on Oct. 19 to elimi-
nate SGC-BBC’s presidency.

“They try to do it every 
year, so it is nothing new,” 
said SGC-BBC President 

Sholom Neistein during the 
meeting. “I have a commit-
ment from Anthony Rionda 
[SGC-MMC president] that if 
there is a resolution, he is not 
going to sign it.”

Neistein also said that 
several SGC-BBC members 
were upset, and went onto 
their Facebook and Twitter 
accounts to voice their anger, 
a behavior he disagrees with.

“I just want us to be 
better people, being what the 
Student Government Associ-
ation is supposed to be,” he 
said.

Senators expressed their 
concern about students’ reac-
tions toward the comments 
made at the finance meeting, 
but Rafael Zapata, SGC-BBC 
advisor, said there is a lesson 
to be learned.

“We at times say ill 
advised things. We just need 
to get into the business of 
getting over it,” he said. “It 
is just one of those cases that 
people say what they regret, 
and even though it was in a 
joking manner, it was still in 
bad taste. You should not say 
anything in a meeting that you 
are not willing to go on public 
record.”

According to Sunshine 
Law, all meetings and discus-
sions are open and are subse-
quently public record.

Discussions at the meeting 
also focused on the absence of 
one of the members: Lily de 
la Calle, SGC-BBC speaker 
of the senate. 
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BLACKOUT AT THE STADIUM: The Golden Pan-
thers will unveil their new black uniforms and 
fans are encouraged to wear black.

FIU VS. TROY @ 7 p.m. listen live on 88.1, 95.3, 96.9 f.m.

BLACKOUT, 
page 7

Team debuts black 
uniforms vs. Troy

the new blue

SGC-MMC SGC-BBC

You should know: 
• Entrance will be through Gate 5
• Students need a Panther ID in order to get in free
• Tailgate is in the parking lot east of the stadium
• Friends and family pay $15 for entrance
• Tickets are available in advance at the University 	
	 Credit Union Box Office at the Fieldhouse
• On the day of the game, tickets will be available 	
	 at Gate 5
• Gate 5 will be closed at the end of the second         	
   quarter
• Admission gates open at 5:30 p.m.
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sunday
Scattered Showers
LOW: 66  HIGH: 79

WEATHER

saturday
Scattered T-Storms
LOW: 68  HIGH: 84

Friday
PM  T-Storms
LOW: 77  HIGH: 89

UPCOMING EVENTS

SPC Movie Night, Oct. 16, 5 & 8 p.m.  
Watch Gael Garcia Bernal in The Motorcycle 
Diaries.  Bernal plays the controversial revolu-
tionary in this film, being screened in GC 140

Los Amigos Invisibles, Oct. 18, 8:00 p.m.  
Enjoy the stylings of this Venezuelan band 
as they perform live with Afrobeta, for $25 
at  Kukaramakara.

Rosemary’s Baby, Oct. 17,  7 p.m.  
Enjoy a screening of this classic horror film at 
Icon Brickell Spa.  The film stars Mia Farrow. 
Tickets are $12.

At the bay PAGE 3
Weekends with Paradise: Get some 
tips from Paradise on how to have a 
weekend experience in the middle 
of the week!

Opinion PAGE 4

In case you didn’t know, Michael 
Jackson is still dead. But why do we 
still care?

opinion PAGE 4
The reversal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” would give Obama a really 
big boost.

life! PAGE 5

Is It Worth It?: Cinematic portrait 
of young, pre-revolutionary “Che” 
Guevara worth checking out at SPC 
Movie Night.

life! PAGE 5
Food for Thought: Italian restaurant 
delivers the goods, but avoid the 
complimentary salad.

Social segregation exists 
in Facebook and Myspace
PAGE 4

CNN’s Rick Sanchez broadcasts 
live from FIU, highlights football

PAGE 2

sports PAGE 8

Volleyball’s successful first half 
grades out well. Defense needs 
the most improvement.
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CNN anchor highlights Hispanics in the U.S.

DAVID BARRIOS
Staff Writer

Hundreds of students surrounded the 
Graham Center Pit to watch CNN anchor 
Rick Sanchez broadcast live from there.

Sanchez, one of the hosts of CNN’s 
“Newsroom” program, spent much of 
the program discussing Latino Ameri-
cans in preparation for CNN’s upcoming 
special “Latino In America,” which will 
premiere Oct. 21.

During the hour-long broadcast on 
Oct. 13, Sanchez brought on a panel of 
guests including FIU President Mark 
Rosenberg, FIU basketball coach Isiah 
Thomas and FIU Athletics Director Pete 
Garcia to discuss the University and its 
role in promoting diversity. 

The University’s football program 
will be featured in the upcoming special. 
It is the only Football Bowl Subdivision 
NCAA team to have an athletics director 
and head football coach of Hispanic 
origin; Peter Garcia and Mario Cristobal, 
respectively.

During one portion of the program, 
Sanchez showed footage of FIU’s 
Sept. 12 game against the University 
of Alabama during which the Golden 
Panthers held a respectable lead against 
the then No. 4 ranked team in the nation.

Later during the program, Sanchez 
asked Garcia, “In the end, does it matter 

if you are Hispanic?”
“No. It doesn’t because in the end 

you’ve got to get the job done,” Garcia 
said.

“It’s very simple. All we want to do 
is give people an opportunity to see who 
Hispanics in the United States are. It’s 
not about celebrating the fact that they 
are here. A lot of people have miscon-
ceptions: what their ideologies are, what 
their beliefs are, where they come from. 
Well, here’s their opportunity to fi nd out 
who they really are. This is nothing more 
than an introduction,” Sanchez said in an 
interview with Student Media after the 
show.

Sanchez also went on to discuss what 
he felt the signifi cance of FIU is.

“I’ve gotten to know some of the 
folks in the administration here and it 
seems to me that their commitment to 
being an international school and taking 
in a global perspective is very serious,” 
he said.

Sanchez is a South Florida native and 
was a former anchor at WSVN-7 News. 
He currently hosts his show from CNN 
headquarters in Atlanta, Ga.

“This is my hometown. This is 
where my heart is. This is where it will 
always be. As a Cuban American and as 
a Hispanic, I feel like Miami has been 
the gateway for other Hispanics in the 
United States,” Sanchez said.

JOIN OUR 
STAFF!

The BEACON
is always looking 
for talented and 

reliable individuals 
to join the staff. 

Stop by one of our 
offi ces located in 

GC 210 and WUC 
124.

tion describes, sponsoring Senator 
Vignesh Doraiswamy, from the 
Honors College, cited information 
collected in the past.

“Everybody knows that the 
experience a student receives 
at the primary campus, MMC, 
is completely different than the 
one they experience at BBC,” 
Doraiswamy said. “And that does 
lead to a lack of identity as an FIU 
student.”

The resolution states that, “A 
system with one unifi ed student 
body leader can help fi x such issues, 
while representing all Florida Inter-

national University students. The 
SGC-MMC senate encourages the 
student government leadership to 
look into creating a more unifi ed 
student government to provide 
better results for FIU students.”

Doraiswamy told Student Media 
the resolution intends to fi nd a more 
unifi ed student government.

“We did not call for a unifi ed 
student body leader,” Doraiswamy 
said through an e-mail. “It was 
presented as one of the ideas.”

One of the other ideas presented 
was to implement completely inde-
pendent councils.

The resolution uses the Univer-
sity of South Florida as an example 

of the independent governments 
for each campus. It also lists the 
University of Central Florida as an 
example of a university with one 
united student body leader.

The resolution language, 
however, does not endorse one 
more than the other.

The resolution's sponsoring 
senators said they will send  infor-
mation packages on the subject to 
their fellow senators.

As of time of printing, no infor-
mation had been sent to the senate. 
Doraiswamy told Student Media 
that the sponsoring senators wanted 
to get everything in order before 
they presented their case.

SGC-MMC President Anthony 
Rionda later told Student Media 
that he is a fi rm believer that the 
current system works.

“I think it is something that is 
necessary,” Rionda said of the two-
council structure. “I’m not going to 
sign anything that leads to division 
of the students,” he said.

Rionda said that now is not the 
time, nor is the resolution the way 
to address the concerns brought up.

He wants a united front when 
it comes time to fi ght for Bright 
Futures Scholarships or better 
student representation.

“We are one University,” Rionda 
told the senate.

SGC-MMC, page 1

Rionda supports current system, refuses divisive resolution
MEGAN KELLEY/THE BEACON

AND ROLLING: 
(Above) Rick Sanchez 
(right) interviews Mark 
Rosenberg (left) and 
Isiah Thomas during 
the CNN broadcast in 
GC Pit. 
(Below) Pete Garcia 
(left), Rosenberg (center) 
and Thomas talk about 
Hispanics in South 
Florida with CNN’s Rick 
Sanchez.
For more photos of the 
event, visit www.fi usm.
com/galleries. 

Sanchez’s program aims to 
reconsider misconceptions

  I’m not going to sign 
anything that leads to 

division of the students.
Anthony Rionda, president

Student Government Council-Modesto Maidique Campus
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After a weekend of taking 
the GRE, studying for 

midterms and other random 
events, I could think of 
only one thing on Monday: 
I need a break.

I refuse to believe that 
a weekend has to take 
place between Friday and 
Sunday. In my book, if you 
miss a weekend, you are 
allowed to have a makeup 
day. 

Now, sometimes I just get the 
craving for comfort food, and for 
me, that means anything with eggs 
and a side of fun conversation. So 
for my weekday weekend, I wanted 
to incorporate both those things.

I started off my weekend by 
going out with my good friend 
Christina on Tuesday night.

We fi rst went to a Cuban restau-
rant called Little Havana, located 
at 12727 Biscayne Blvd., North 
Miami. If you are anything like me, 
you have driven past this place a 
million times and promised your-
self that you’d go in one day. Well 
let me tell you: totally worth it – 
well kinda.

You walk in, and there are 
cute brown rocking chairs, stuffed 

roosters and photos of Cuba. 
In short, this place is freaking 

adorable!
They even give you 

a free cup of water and 
Cuban bread with butter 
right when you are seated. 

Since Christina and I 
both like fries and seafood, 
we ordered a shrimp cock-
tail for $8.99, and a tortilla 
for $7.50, which is sort of 

like an egg omelet with potato.
This was my fi rst time eating 

tortilla, but anyone who knows 
me will tell you that I have a weak 
spot for eggs. It is about the size of 
a personal frozen pizza, and tastes 
like eggs with soft potato on the 
inside. There are no strong fl avors 
in this. It is not spicy whatsoever, 
just a perfect blend of food. 

The shrimp, on the other hand, 
not so much. As Christina said 
when she took the fi rst bite, “It 
tastes like water.” It had absolutely 
no fl avor.

Yes, these people found a way to 
ruin shrimp. Heck, they didn’t even 
fi nish taking out the fecal matter 
from it, ew! But I promise, it is still 
worth going to. Just don’t order the 
shrimp. 

I was still not ready to head 
home and back to reality after my 
makeshift visit to Cuba, so we did 
the only logical thing: We went to a 
bar called Billy Pub Too, located at 
732 NE 125th St., North Miami.

Just like Little Havana, I have 
passed by this place and told myself 

that one day I would go in, and it 
was totally worth it.

There was an oval shaped bar, 
high-top seating and pool tables. 
And yes, the lights were dim, and  
UFC and bull fi ghting were on TV 
– a typical bar. 

We ordered two Sam Adams and 

an order of cheese fries, and the bill 
came out to $10.86. I was in shock. 
A pint of Sam Adams for $3, and 
crispy cheese fries? Come on, how 
great is that?

But, I would not recommend 
going to this place for the beer or 
the food. That stuff you can really 
get anywhere, but the atmosphere 
makes it worthwhile. I also made it 
there too late to take part in happy 
hour, which is from 4 p.m. to 7 
p.m. and from 10 p.m. to midnight 
daily. 

It was clear everyone there 
were regulars. They were yelling 
across the bar to one another, and 
randomly commenting on the UCF 
fi ght or the bull fi ghting.

I would defi nitely go back there 
for a football game.

Sadly, my weekend came to an 
end shortly after I fi nished my beer. 
But hey, a three-hour weekend is 
better than none at all. 

Read Weekends with Paradise 
every other Friday for more tips 
on places to go in the North Miami 
area. If you have any suggestions, 
e-mail paradise.afshar@fi usm.com. 
The columnist pays for all food and 
experiences.

Beer, cheese fries, Cuban fl avors make up for lost weekend 

COLUMNIST

PARADISE AFSHAR

Senate speaker’s absences raise 
concerns among members

Since she is the person in 
charge of leading senate meet-
ings, the senate was unable to 
make the meeting offi cial.

Zapata told the senate 
that only De la Calle, SGC-
BBC Vice President Christin 
“Cici” Battle, or the speaker 
pro tempore could chair the 
meeting to make it offi cial.

Battle, who is also the 
president of the senate, was 
not present at the meeting. 
According to the SGA consti-
tution, it is not mandatory for 
her to attend senate meetings. 
SGC-BBC Graduate Senator 
Tanya Williams was elected 
by the senate earlier this year 
as speaker pro tempore. Her 
role is to assist the speaker of 
the senate in all administrative 
duties in her absence.

“The Speaker Pro Tempore 
Tanya Williams is holding the 
meetings,” De La Calle later 
told The Beacon. “I have been 
working behind the scenes. I 
create the agenda and review 
the minutes.”

She also told The Beacon 
that both Battle and Neistein 
are aware of her situation.

“I cannot attend senate 
meetings during the Fall. I 
have class during that time, 
and I need it to graduate,” she 
said.

Zapata suggested that 

senate meetings continue to 
be held on Mondays, but that 
the time should be temporarily 
changed to 4 p.m. Other sena-
tors are unable to make the 
time change.

The SGA constitution 
states that a quorum must 
consist of 50 percent of the 
total members plus one. In the 
senate meetings, there must be 
nine members in attendance. 
There were nine members 
present at the meeting, but 
there was no chair, which 
aggravated some members 
because they couldn’t get any 
business done.

“Now we offi cially have 
quorum, and we can’t even 
have a meeting,” said Andrea 
Cruz, Honors College senator.

According to the senators, 
this is not the fi rst time atten-
dance is an issue.

“She [De La Calle] has not 
been to the senate meetings for 
a really long time. Tanya has 
been the chair for the past few 
meetings,” said Zahra Arbabi 
Aski, SGC-BBC lower divi-
sion senator.

As stated in SGC-BBC Title 
IX: General Statutes, “senators 
may not miss more than three 
(3) Senate meetings or two (2) 
consecutive Senate meetings 
without properly submitting a 
‘Leave of Absence’ form and 
turning it in to the chief justice. 
Leave of absence is only valid 
for the Summer term.”

Nickolay Chikishev, SGC-
BBC lower division senator, 
asked who is keeping track of 
the absences.

“I have not heard about the 
attendance issue until now, 
which is unacceptable in my 
part. Now that I am seeing 
[this], I’m compelled to do 
something about it,” Neistein 
said.

Georgia Bedeau, SGC-
BBC chief justice, said that 
according to the SGA constitu-
tion Article 4, section 5: Terms 
and Vacancies, a meeting 
cannot be held without a 
chair or speaker of the senate 
present.

She then called her coun-
terpart at MMC, Juan Sebas-
tian Gil, to clarify the situation 
on speakerphone.

Gil said that if quorum was 
met, but if leadership of the 
senate was not in attendance, 
then the senate can nominate a 
member to chair the meeting. 
If the nominee is approved 
with two-thirds vote confi rma-
tion of the senate, then an offi -
cial meeting can be held.

Gil also extended a personal 
apology about the comments 
made by MMC members.

“I just wanted to apologize 
on behalf of MMC. I can assure 
that any type of negative senti-
ment is not something that we 
share in SGA,” Gil said over 
the speakerphone.

WEEKENDS WITH PARADISE

HIT OR MISS: The shrimp at Little Havana lacked fl avor, but the Tortilla 
Española makes this place worth visiting. 

PARADISE AFSHAR/THE BEACON

SGC-BBC, page 1 
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SPACE CRED

JULIO MENACHE
Staff Writer

Feeling a bit overwhelmed, President 
Obama? I feel you. 

You tried your best to bring the 2016 
Olympics to Chicago, only to lose in the 
fi rst ballot. Your opponents applauded 
your failure to bring the Olympics to your 
hometown.  

You won the Nobel Peace Prize and 
instead of celebrating with you, critics 
from both sides of the political spectrum 
would like to remind you that you have 
done nothing, except make promises. Even 
Saturday Night Live lampooned you as not 
keeping up with your agenda for change.  

So why not prove them wrong, Mr. Pres-
ident, by fulfi lling a campaign promise? 
Repeal the military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” policy.  

Under the policy, homosexuals are 
allowed to serve in the military, as long as 
details about their sexual orientation are not 
made public, in which case would lead to the 
soldier’s discharge from the unit. 

When former President Bill Clinton 
enacted this policy in the 1993, it was meant 
to be a compromise between the White 
House and members of Congress and the 
armed forces who largely opposed inte-
gration of homosexuals into the military, 
arguing it would ruin morale and unity for 
those who wished for the ban to be lifted.  

But let’s be honest, this was just a way 
to side step a complex issue. It’s time for a 
real solution to the issue: allow gays to serve 
openly in the military without fear of being 
discharged. And while I have no personal 
stake in this as a heterosexual who has never 
served in the armed forces, I believe this is a 
step in the right direction.  

It’s been 16 years since the policy has 
been enacted, and nearly 13,000 troops have 
been discharged from the military for being 
suspected homosexuals. In a time where our 
war in Afghanistan is escalating, it would 
be unwise to let go of some of these hard 
working and brave individuals who served 
this country with honor, only to be let go 
because of their sexual orientation, like Lt. 

Dan Choi, an Arab linguist who was let go 
because he came out of the closet on national 
television.  

Attitudes within inside the military have 
also shifted. A Zogby International poll 
conducted three years ago found that most 
military servicemen who knew of an openly 
gay soldier in their unit reported no problems 
with cohesion or morale. John M. Shalikash-
vili, who was chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff for President Clinton from 1993-1997, 
has recently called for an end to the policy, 
citing more studies that debunk any belief 
that these men and women will do nothing 
to deter morale or cohesion in the armed 
forces.  

And just as we’ve lagged behind our 
allies in healthcare, we’ve also taken a back-
seat on this issue, too. Britain, France, Israel, 
as well as 17 more countries have allowed 
gays and lesbians to serve openly in the 
military, with little or no reports of discord 
among troops.  

Now I know what you’re thinking, Mr. 
President: if the Republicans can’t even 
support me in my Olympic bid, they most 
certainly won’t support me on this issue.  

I would take the time to remind your 
conservative critics of another opponent 
of the policy: Barry M. Goldwater, who is 
considered by as the father of the modern-
day Republican party.  

“Government governs best when it 
governs least - and stays out of the impos-
sible task of legislating morality,” Goldwater 
wrote in 1993.  “But legislating someone’s 
version of morality is exactly what we do by 
perpetuating discrimination against gays.”  

Now Mr. President, I know that this issue 
will cause an uproar in the public discourse, 
but let me just point to the fact that when 
President Truman made the decision to inte-
grate African-Americans to the military, 
82 percent of the country was against the 
move. Yet his bold decision would be the 
fi rst step in greater civil rights for a group 
that has been constantly maligned in Amer-
ican history.  

It’s time for bold action, President 
Obama. The question is: are you up for the 
task?  

Lay off , already!: Media needs to 
give King of Pop coverage a rest

LEONCIO ALVAREZ
Staff Writer

Lately it seems that every bit of news is 
either followed or preceded by a Michael 
Jackson update. In reality nothing new 
has developed … the man is still dead. It 
has been over four months since the death 
of the pop star and media coverage hasn’t 
diminished one bit. Estate and money issues 
aside, the death of a person, even a celebrity, 
should never escalate to the height of MJ’s. 
Being only 23 I can’t help but wonder: Will 
there ever be a more talked about death?

From one day to the next people who 
hadn’t mentioned his name in years were 
glued to their television sets, waiting to 
hear the latest spew of rumors. A personal 
life that had once been kept so private was 
more than open for the public to see. Chil-
dren who had literally been masked by their 
father from any kind of spotlight their entire 
lives were seen giving speeches on fl ash-
fi lled stages alongside Stevie Wonder and 
countless paparazzi. This was not neces-
sarily how it should have ended.  

Anyone who had ever crossed Michael’s 
path at some point is now on the phone with 
Star Magazine trying to sell their piece of 
the Jackson puzzle. Fat, balding security 

guards are now ex-gay lovers and any tan-
skinned West Coast nobody can claim to 
be a forgotten child, or so the publications 
say. There is no respect left for a man who 
was supposedly loved and cherished by 
millions. 

Even the release of Michael Jackson’s 
This It record later this month, is surrounded 
by controversy. The kind-of-too soon movie 
follows Jackson’s fi nal dress rehearsal for 
his London concert series and seems to be 
yet another mad dash at raking in as much 
money as possible while people are still 
interested. Maybe I’m just a skeptic, but it 
seems way too early to sit in a movie theater 
and watch Michael Jackson live, in all his 
white glove, crotch-grabbing glory. The 
DVD is said to be released just in time for 
our Christmas shopping as well. We usually 
forget how much Jesus and the Three Wise 
Men enjoyed to moonwalk.  

Michael Jackson wasn’t a saint, but 
the least we can do for him now that he’s 
gone is remember him in a way that doesn’t 
shame his memory even further. So turn off 
Deco Drive once and for all, put the newest 
National Enquirer back next to the Trident 
gum where it belongs and just fi nd your 
copy of “Off the Wall” from your CD tower. 
I’m sure Michael would appreciate it.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions presented within 

this page do not represent the 

views of The Beacon Editorial 

Board. These views are separate 

from editorials and refl ect indi-

vidual perspectives of contribut-

ing writers and/or members of 

the University community. 

OPINIONPIECE

70K
The number of women that 
are killed worldwide by unsafe 
abortions, estimated by the 
Guttmacher Instititute.

WINNERLOSER
Ex-President George W. Bush 

fi nally brandished his diplo-

macy hat. Bush urged on a 

diplomatic initiative between 

much of the UN Security 

Council.  The mission-- to 

convince North Korea’n leader 

Kim Jong Il to give up the 

country’s nuclear program.

Automakers are fi nding 

that their new fangled 

electric cars are too quiet, 

resembling a stalking lion-

ess rather than a three-ton 

crossing-guard killer.  To 

correct this, sound  eff ects 

are being added to the 

next generation cars.

SEND US YOUR LETTERS
Got a problem with parking? Want to 

give kudos to faculty? Or do you just 

have something to say about FIU? 

Send your thoughts in to opinion@

fi usm.com or drop by our offi  ces at 

either GC 240 or WUC 124.  With your 

letter, be sure to include your name, 

major and year.

QUOTATIONATION
“The largest individuals of all 
of the species covered in this 
work are probably capable of 
killing an adult human ... ”
U.S. Geological Survey on the tens of thou-

sands of pythons in South Florida

Don’t ask, don’t tell
Obama must repeal policy

Report fi nds disparities evident within social networking Web sites
ERIC M. FELDMAN

Staff Writer

Just when I thought there were enough 
social problems out there – ethnic inequality, 
gender bias, educational disparity – I am 
informed of another one: the socioeconomic 
divide between social networking sites.

If your reaction is one of confusion and 
intrigue, you have the same response I did 
when I read a recent CNN article reporting 
on the issue. Apparently, there is a statistical 

demographic difference between Myspace 
and Facebook users, the latter signing up 
more affl uent users.

While this shouldn’t be a big deal – after 
all, they’re only Web sites for leisure – 
according to the article, a potential problem 
is when politicians go online to get feed-
back or colleges go online to recruit, and 
only head to Facebook – the lower class 
loses.

I had never considered that something 
this trivial could amount to a social issue.

The divide does make a bit of sense;  
Facebook, after all, was originally started 
as a site only for college students (and even 
then, only Harvard students) while Myspace 
began as a haven for music junkies. Though 
Facebook has certainly started to get clut-
tered with fl ashy spam as it grows, it is still 
far more professional than its competitor. 

While Myspace is home to profi les with 
hot pink backgrounds and music, Facebook 
has a professional (and quiet) look.

Some people might downplay these sites 

as unimportant, I have always believed in 
them as a means of modern communi-
cation.  Seldom now do I sit in front of a 
computer on Facebook, but it is a daily part 
of my routine and how I get information 
about events, my friends and often school-
related news.

I guess the lesson to be learned here, if 
there is one, is that social communities are 
communities like any other and the same 
sorts of segregation, self-imposed or not, 
can occur.  
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Staff Writer

When it comes to pasta, nonna can 
do no wrong. But, what if she’s 

on vacation?
Nunzio’s Ristorante located 

at 11433 SW 40th St., serves up 
respectable Italian cuisine that will, 
at least temporarily, satiate your 
need for such comfort food.

Upon stepping into the 84-
seat dining room, it looks as if the 
restaurant is the home of a large 
Italian family, complete with wine 
bottles lining the shelves, old family 
photographs fi lling the walls and traditional 
operettas softly playing on the stereo. The 
small but effi cient wait staff and compli-
mentary warm Italian bread also makes for 
a hospitable experience. This would also be 
a prime spot for an intimate dinner.

Their lunchtime offerings include sand-

wiches such as the veal parmi-
giana, the meatball sub and the Italian 
sub, all around or just over $8. However, 
their limited lunchtime schedule (Monday 
through Thursday only) and their ban on 
ordering the sandwiches after the dinner 

hour could make trying one a bit 
of a hassle.

For dinner, one dish that 
stood out to me was their rendi-
tion of gnocchi, small dumplings 
of potato-based pasta topped with 
melted mozzarella cheese and 
marinara meat sauce. The gnocchi
had a soft, slightly chewy consis-
tency to it, unlike any pasta I had 

tried before. The tomato sauce had a fresh, 
homemade quality; the notes of oregano and 
basil really stood out. I found it refreshing 
that the portion that I received wasn’t the 
monstrosity familiar to most restaurants 
today. Instead, it was just enough to fi ll my 
plate – and my stomach.

Another stand-out dish at Nunzio’s 
is the medaglioni gilda, made of lasagna 
noodles wrapped around a spinach, ground 
beef and ricotta fi lling baked in marinara 
sauce and mozzarella. The freshness of the 
spinach complimented the mild fl avor of 
the ricotta. Both elements were a welcome 
juxtaposition to the sharpness of the mari-
nara. This was also marked by a modest 
serving size.

I only have a few complaints regarding 
the restaurant. The complimentary salad 
that came with my meal – lettuce, onion 
and a lone tomato swimming in Italian 
dressing – left much to be desired. Further-
more, I wasn’t a fan of their meatballs; they 

came out dry and desperately needed the 
marinara sauce to carry them through.

Nunzio’s prices aren’t the most wallet-
friendly. Although lunch can be had for just 
shy of $10, most dinner entrées start at the 
$15 range. As for their daily dinner specials, 
all of those cost $16. But, if this is the price 
for decent, old-fashioned Italian food, then 
no expense is too great. Despite the minor 
need for improvement, I can honestly say 
that Nunzio’s Ristorante is still a viable 
option for Italian food in Miami.

“Food for thought” is a weekly column 
reviewing restaurants in the FIU area.  
Beacon reviewers receive no free food or 
services in exchange for positive reviews.

COLUMNIST

JASMYN ELLIOTT

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Hassles aside, Italian eatery offers quality food

We may have different 
dispositions and tastes, 

but we of the sunbathing city of 
Miami can agree on one thing: we 
like to boogie to the bass. 

Watching the jazz band on stage 
at Churchill’s, located on 5501 NE 
2nd Ave., I specifi cally 
wanted to boogie with the 
bassist. He grooved stoi-
cally, sometimes wincing as 
he developed his solo, and 
when it was over he sheep-
ishly accepted applause 
while falling back into the 
ensemble. 

I cannot resist those 
talented wallfl ower types, and jazz 
music is such a great way to express 
those feelings that have the trajec-
tory of a cloud of butterfl ies. I am 
also shameless about my inability to 
resist a place with cheap beer.

Every Monday, Churchill’s hosts 
a $5 Jazz Jam night if you want a 
no-frills sort of place to sit back 
and groove. The neighborhood is 
sketchy, the food is English (ergo, 
bad) and the bathrooms will prob-
ably have you updating your status 
on Facebook in horror. Although its 
dusty shell might intimidate you, 
Churchill’s is still a gem for college 
students who want a lively place to 
kick their feet up and jam.

I entered the pub and noticed 
right away that this is a place where 
no one is here to impress, unless 

they are hooked up to a speaker. 
The pool tables are often busy with 
activity, and you’re likely to meet 
some interesting characters that 
frequent this place. Churchill’s will 
not be for everyone though, espe-
cially since the location is such a 

hard sell. I still hate being 
asked for money from 
a bum just because he 
“helped” me avoid that 
beer bottle he probably 
placed there himself.

Jazid is a great option 
if you want to hear live 
music but are not too fond 
of straying off into bums-

ville. Located in Miami Beach on 
1342 Washington Ave., Jazid often 
showcases great talent from a novel 
mix of genres. 

Monday nights is when you’ll 
rock to reggae, hip-hop and live art 
shows while your friends munch on 
the free supply of chicken wings. 
Afrobeta, a group that specializes 
in “electro-funk ghetto-tech house,” 
is doing shows on Tuesdays while 
the DJ spins deep house upstairs. 
The mural on the upstairs wall 
is a great example of the graf-
fi ti art that Jazid caters to. 

The last time I was there, 
graffi ti artist Arthur Baute 
was painting on nude 
models – not too many 
people were focused on the 
B-boys that night.

Friday and Saturday nights at 
Jazid are when you’ll see promi-
nent live acts perform, and you’re 
likely to get blasted by the immense 
wall of sound coming from the 
saxophones of Brazilian music, or 
bass from the hip-hop.

I wasn’t always a fan of jazz 
music and I was skeptical that 
someone in Miami could claim such 
a status. Yet, one strum from the 
bass guitar pulled me into the world 
of the chaotic, melodic expression 
of jazz music. 

Although I don’t think I fi t in 
with the punks, bums or dread 
heads, I will defi nitely still groove 
along with them – the bass, deep as 
the pulse of the earth, still moves us 
all.    

“Neon Nights” is a weekly 
column focusing on Miami 
nightlife. Beacon reviewers 
receive no free food or 
services in exchange 
for positive reviews.

 JAZID UP 
Cheap drinks, bass, graffi  ti 
livens up local lounges

NEON NIGHTS

COLUMNIST

BOBBY JOE  
BRACY
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DAVID BARRIOS
Staff Writer 

Road movies are a staple of the Hollywood 
tradition.

From It Happened One Night to Bonnie and 
Clyde, a road picture allows for great creativity 
from the fi lmmaker; a bevy of supporting char-
acters with great variety in locations and the 
ability to show the characters grow or discover 
some greater message or purpose.

And, in that respect, 2004’s The Motorcycle 
Diaries is a very potent example of what a road 
picture should be.

A chronicle of Ernesto “Fuser” Guevara’s 
(pre-“Che”) four-month journey through South 
America in 1952 with his close friend Alberto 
Granado, this is a simple and honest story about 
the evolution of a young man into one of the 
most loved and reviled men of the 20th century.

The fi lm picks up in March of 1952 as 
Guevara (Gael Garcia Bernal) and Granado 
(Rodrigo de la Serra) decide to travel more than 
5,000 miles from Buenos Aires north through 
the Andes before taking jobs in a leper colony 
in Caracas, Venezuela. Mounted atop Alberto’s 
rickety old motorcycle, the men search for new 
sights and adventure. 

Hedonism is the order of the day for the 
two youths until their travels reveal to them 
the disparity in class and wealth throughout the 
continent. Coupled with the beautiful, sparse 
deserts and fog-shrouded mountains are images 
of the poor, impoverished natives of the areas.

Take one instance, as Guevara is traveling 
down river on a river ship on the Amazon. 
He looks onto a smaller boat kept in tow with 
lower-class passengers. He sees their misery 
and grows a closer tie with the people. The seeds 
are slowly planted through the fi lm as a revolu-
tionary is born.

But this fi lm is not about the revolutionary 
and not about the murderer or the enigma that 
was Ernesto Guevara. It’s about the young, priv-
ileged doctor with his biochemist friend who 

fi nd their paths in life.
Bernal’s transformation is so profound and 

realistic in this fi lm: He doesn’t rely on starting 
to grow a beard and expounding on the beauty of 
Marxism or guerilla tactics. You see his disgust 
along with his youth-fi lled zeal.

The screenplay by Jose Rivera is based on 
the book of the same title written by Guevara, 
as well as Granado’s Back on the Road – which 
presented his perspective of the real life events.

It’s a personal and intimate fi lm made on an 
epic scale. Your eyes glaze slightly in awe as 
you see the ruins of Machu Pichu, courtesy of 
Eric Gautier’s cinematography. Coupled with 
Gustavo Santaolalla’s soundtrack, you become 
transfi xed on one of the most beautiful pair-
ings of music and cinematography in recent 
memory.

Not enough is made of the friendship between 
“Fuser” and Alberto, however. Through all the 
trials and tribulations they witness and experi-
ence, their friendship goes nowhere. It is one of 
the few critiques one may have of this fi lm.

It is essential to divorce the history and facts 
of who Ernesto Guevara was before entering 
this fi lm. I, for one, can’t begin to unravel who 
he was. Rather than enter the moral quandary 
of this issue, this fi lm takes a more traditional 
and fundamental stance. It’s about who he was 
then.

It’s a similar stance that director Steven 
Soderbergh used when making his two part epic, 
Che, and though it raised many protests among 
historians and members of the Cuban exile 
community, neither fi lm is willing to attempt to 
determine who “Che” really was.

I lament this and feel that a fully encom-
passing fi lm on the revolutionary, poet, 
romantic, tactician, murderer should be made. 
It’s not good history, for sure. But it is damned 
fi ne fi lmmaking.

Verdict: A Must See. “Is It Worth It?” is 
a weekly feature rating the relative quality of 
fi lms screened by SPC. “Motorcycle Diaries” is 
playing in GC 150 Friday at 5 and 8 p.m.

Controversy aside, Diaries 
a worthwhile road trip fi lm 

THIS WEEKEND
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2009 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2009 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2009

-Compiled by Mariana Ochoa.
Got an event you want featured? 
Send an e-mail to mariana.
ochoa@fi usm.com.

MOTORCYCLE DIARIES

Enjoy a performance by Gael Garcia 
Bernal

WHEN: 5 p.m.

HOW MUCH: Free

WHERE: GC 140

CHINESE CLUB - MOVIE
Enjoy a fi lm with this movie screening.

WHEN: 1 p.m.

HOW MUCH: Free

WHERE: GC 150

MUSLIM STUDENTS 
ASSOCIATION

Spend the beginning of this  weekend 
with a Friday prayer. 

WHEN: 1 p.m.

HOW MUCH: Free

WHERE: GC 305

WOMEN WHO LEAD
Learn from successful, professional 
women at  this event by the Women’s 
Center.

WHEN: 10 a.m.

HOW MUCH: Free

WHERE: GC 1235

ACOUSTIC FLEW

Enjoy an open mic  night at this lounge!

WHEN: 9 p.m.

HOW MUCH: Free

WHERE: Literary Cafe & Poetry Lounge

ROCK FASHION WEEK MIAMI 
BEACH
Enjoy a fashion show on the beach 
today! 

WHEN: 7 p.m.

HOW MUCH: Free with RSVP

WHERE: Eden Roc Resort  &Spa

BELLYDANCE PRODUCTION

Watch FIU students belly dance today! 

WHEN: 7 p.m.

HOW MUCH: $25

WHERE: Wertheim Performing Arts 

RACE FOR THE CURE

Run for a cause today!

WHEN: 6 a.m.

HOW MUCH: Free

WHERE: Bayfront Park

DEATH PRINT FILM SCREENING

Watch Death Print and enjoy music 
from local artists with this event!

WHEN: 7 p.m.

HOW MUCH: $10

WHERE: Cinema Paradiso

NIL LARA
Local music legend performs

WHEN: 9 p.m.

HOW MUCH: Free

WHERE: Tobacco Road

DE RAY DAVIS
Enjoy stand up by this Chi-town 
comedian!

WHEN: 8:30 p.m.

HOW MUCH: $18.19

WHERE: Miami Improv

ROSEMARY’S BABY

Enjoy a fi lm showing at a spa today!

WHEN: 7 p.m.

HOW MUCH: $12

WHERE: Icon Brickell Spa

OKTOBERFEST MIAMI

Enjoy Oktoberfest festivities with this 
event! 

WHEN: 12 p.m.

HOW MUCH: $10

WHERE: German American Social Club

CAVALETTI’S DREAM

Enjoy an epic production  of mari-
onettes made from discarded materials. 

WHEN: 2 p.m.

HOW MUCH: $3-15

WHERE: Museum of Contemporary Art

LOS AMIGOS INVISIBLES
Venezuela’s Los Amigos preform live 
with Afrobeta.

WHEN: 8 p.m.

HOW MUCH: $25

WHERE: Kukaramakara

BELA FLECK-ZAKIR HUSSAUN-
EDGAR MEYER
Enjoy  banjo, tabla and double bass!

WHEN: 8 p.m.

HOW MUCH: $13

WHERE: Gusman Theatre

BRAHMA BRAZILIAN JAZZ - ROSE 
MAX 
Enjoy great Brazilian jazz.

WHEN: 9 p.m.

HOW MUCH: Free 

WHERE: Yuca

FREE FITNESS CLASSES

Free yoga classes!

WHEN: 10:30 a.m.

HOW MUCH: Free

WHERE: Lululemon Athletica

IS IT WORTH IT?
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The team, however, is 
ranked in the bottom half of 
the conference in blocking. 
Their lack of success up front 
has led to some problems, such 
as Florida Atlantic constantly 
challenging the FIU front line 
during their match, but not 
enough to lead to many losses. 
GRADE: B

EFFICIENCY

The Golden Panthers had 
some issues with consis-
tency early on in the season, 
allowing opponents to inch 
their way back into matches 

and made closing out matches 
more diffi cult. 

But it appears those prob-
lems have disappeared as the 
team continues to dominate 
opponents on a regular basis. 
Of their 17 victories so far, 
12 of them came in three-set 
sweeps. 

They have more attack 
errors and service errors than 
their opponents but not by a 
large margin and have limited 
their receiving errors to less 
than one per set. GRADE: B+

COACHING 

Tomic has helped build 
a team that has a winning 

mentality and overcome major 
obstacles this season. 

The overall offensive 
production could have faltered 
without Yarimar Rosa in the 
lineup, but instead the team 
fl ourished. As the season 
progressed, many of the 
issues the team may have 
had at the beginning of the 
season subsided. Tomic’s main 
concern now is keeping her 
team focused. 

If she can do that, this 
squad can reach new heights, 
including a Sun Belt tourna-
ment championship and a deep 
run into the NCAA tourna-
ment. GRADE: A

Defense still a concern; 
Tomic has team ready
DELGADO, page 8

a day-by-day basis after 
spraining a knee against 
WKU in the fi rst quarter. 
He will be a game-time 
decision, according to 
Cristobal. 

‘BEAST’ 
The Trojans boast four 

receivers with at least 
a dozen catches, led by 
Tebiarus Gill’s 23 grabs 
for 280 yards. 

Chip Reeves and Zack 
Marcum give Brown 
options to throw to as well, 
but the biggest weapon 
in the Troy offense is the 
versatility of First Team 
All Sun Belt Conference 
performer Jerrel Jernigan.

“They have a very high 
powered offense. He is a 
beast,” linebacker Toronto 
Smith said about Jernigan.

The 5-foot-10 athlete 
had 77 catches in 2008 
but also carried the ball 33 
times for the Trojans.

 Through fi ve games in 
2009, Jernigan has over 
100 yards receiving and 
rushing, while acquiring 
nearly 300 yards on kick 
returns. 

The wildcat formation 

gives the Trojans options.
“They run it out of 

a couple of different 
personnel groupings,” 
Cristobal said of the 
wildcat. “Sometimes they 
run it with a quarterback, 
with Dantavious Parker. 
He has proven he can 
throw the football but he 
runs the ball extremely 
well. At the same time, 
they’ve got Jerrel Jernigan 
in the game, who provides 
a threat of the sweep and 
the sweep pass like they 
threw last year.

When [Jernigan] is 
in the game at the quar-
terback position in their 
wildcat surrounded with 
those athletes, he poses the 
same kind of issues. He’s 
a guy who can run it and 
throw it.”

Parker broke out against 
Middle Tennessee on Oct. 
6, running for 83 yards in 
the Trojans 31-7 win.

“We have different 
adjustments depending on 
the quarterback that comes 
in,” Smith said. “We’re 
pretty much going to send 
people.”

KEEPING UP
 

The Golden Panthers 
offense did not skip a beat 
after Hilton left the game 
in the fi rst quarter against 
the Hilltoppers, as FIU had 
a season-high in points and 
rushing yards, and receiver 
Greg Ellingson had a 
season-best 132 yards.

Quarterback Paul 
McCall is quietly leading 
the SBC in touchdown 
passes with nine, and is 
third in passing yards 
per game (240.8). For 
the Golden Panthers, 
the defense will have to 
improve and contain a 
potent Troy offense.

During last season’s 
33-23 loss, the Golden 
Panthers recovered from a 
13-point defi cit to come to 
within three at the half. Key 
turnovers put the game in 
Troy’s favor as the Trojans 
ripped FIU’s three-game 
winning streak.

“Last year we lost a 
tough one,” Smith said. 
“We could have really 
beaten them. We kind of 
walk into this game with 
a bad taste in our mouth, 
and knowing that we could 
have got them last year 
makes us want to get them 
even more this year.”

Golden Panthers seek 
redemption in rematch
FOOTBALL, page 8

KICKER AWARDED
 

Kicker Dustin Rivest had one of the best 
games of his career in the win against WKU on 
Oct. 10. He is being rewarded for it.

The senior was named the Sun Belt Confer-
ence Special Teams Player of the Week and was 
tabbed as an Honorable Mention Place Kicker 
by collegefootballperformance.com after he 
nailed all three of his fi eld goal tries against the 
Hilltoppers. Rivest made all four of his point 
after attempts in the contest.  

College football performance names its 
performers of the week with objective scientifi c 
rankings that are based upon meta-algorithms 
derived from differential equations, statistics 
and probability.

“I just heard about it and it’s based on stats 
and not based on popularity or what school you 
go to,” Rivest said. “I like it a lot.”

Rivest is hoping to remain consistent in the 
conference schedule for FIU after starting the 
season by converting just one of his fi rst three 
fi eld goal attempts.

“It’s been fi ve years here, and I have been 
trying to be as consistent as I can,” Rivest said. 
“This year is no different. It’s time to come 
together for my last year and it feels good to 
fi nally put it all together in one game.

“It just gives me motivation for the next 
couple of games and for the rest of the season—
and hopefully the postseason in a bowl game.”

 Wide receiver Greg Ellingson was also 
publicized after the WKU win, as his 132-yard 
performance earned him an ESPN.com Honor-
able Mention Helmet Sticker.

Rivest kicks his way to award
BLACKOUT, page 1
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Panthers 
face best 
team in 
Sun Belt Volleyball receives 

overall good grades
In the sports world, espe-

cially when it comes to 
college athletics, few things are 
certain.

But with the way the  
Golden Panthers’ 17-2 
season has been going, 
one thing is certain: 
2009 is shaping up to be 
one of the most memo-
rable campaigns in 
the program’s history. 
Halfway through the season, the 
Golden Panthers are garnering 
some national attention.

The Golden Panthers received 
nine votes from the ACVA Divi-
sion I Top 25 Coaches Poll this 
week. The team also earned a No. 
18 ranking in the recently released 
2009 NCAA Women’s Volleyball 
Rating Percentage Index (RPI) 
Rankings, which factors strength 
of schedule.

But with still a little less than 
half a season left to play, it is 
clear to see that FIU has come a 
long way from where they started 
and still have a long way to go. 
The team has made some vast 
improvements in most areas like 
offense, but the team’s defense 
has to improve if they are to top 
their 2008 season.

Here’s a breakdown of the 
team off to the best start in the 22-
year history of FIU volleyball. 

OFFENSE 

After Yarimar Rosa was 
injured before the season began, 
there were some questions as 

to whether this offense 
could hold its own. Those 
doubts were shot down as 
Olga Vergun and Jovana 
Bjelica helped fi ll the gap 
left by Rosa. As a team, 
FIU leads the Sun Belt 
Conference with 15.57 
kills per set and is tied for 

fi rst in hitting percentage (.274). 
A lot of that success is due in 
large part to Natalia Valentin’s 
764 assists, among the best in the 
nation. And once Yarimar Rosa 
returned to the lineup, opponents 
are almost powerless to stop her 
attack. GRADE: A

DEFENSE  

This was one of the areas 
Coach Danijela Tomic wanted to 
improve upon this season, and for 
the most part it has. 

But there is still some room 
for improvement. In their home 
match against Middle Tennessee 
the defense had some problems 
getting into position for digs, 
which led to problems on the 
offensive end. Freshman Chanel 
Araujo has been a key element 
to the Golden Panther defense 
this season with a team-high 230 
digs. 

FOOTBALL

SKID OVER: Midfi elder Diego 
Tamburus runs from Jacksonville 
defenders on Oct. 12 at home.

ANA DIAZ
Staff Writer

The Golden Panthers men’s 
soccer team ended their fi ve-
game losing streak by having the 
healthiest roster on the fi eld so far 
this season vs. the Jacksonville 
Dolphins on Oct. 12.

“I am really happy tonight. For 
the fi rst time we have a roster of 
18 legitimate healthy players, but 
we are still putting band aids. We 
found a way to win,” said Coach 
Munga Eketebi.

Coming off a 7-1 loss vs. 
Alabama in their previous game, 
the Golden Panthers managed to 
fi ll in the holes on defense against 

the Dolphins, leading them to a 1-
0 win and a huge relief.

“I am so glad we won. Going 
into the next game, I now know 
we can win, confi dence was down 
but now it’s back up. We’re going 
to be happy and ready to play, we 
needed it,” said freshman defender 
Anthony Hobbs.

In the last 10 minutes of the 
game, the Golden Panthers headed 
the ball, but Jacksonville’s goal-
keeper Johnny Foley saved the 
ball. He then allowed the ball to 
rebound and Golden Panthers 
freshman defender Joseph Dawkins 
took control of the loose ball and 
was fouled. 

The foul gave the Golden 

Panthers a vital opportunity to 
score on a penalty kick. 

Forward Steven Jair Cabas 
made the penalty kick for his fi fth 
goal of the season, giving the 
Golden Panthers a 1-0 lead. 

“I think we need to put a hard 
90-minute performance together 
and I think if we do that then we 
can play the best teams in the 
conference differently,” Dawkins 
said.

Less than three minutes after 
FIU’s goal, Tyler Williams tried 
one last shot for the Dolphins and 
it was saved by senior goalkeeper 
Phillip Lamarre. 

“There were a couple of big 
saves I had to do back there, at the 

end of the day that’s my job and 
the defense played well. I am there 
to make the stops,” Lamarre said. 

In the 87th minute, Jacksonville 
came close to a tie when Stefan 
Runeman had control of the ball 
at the top of the box and found an 
opening to fi re on goal. However, 
Lamarre was there to make his 
eighth save of the season.

“Whenever you win a game, it 
gets you going for the next one,” 
Eketebi said. 

The Golden Panthers earned a 
win, as well as confi dence.

“We are still not out of the 
conference, we have a chance, we 
just have to get those four wins, ” 
Cabas said.

MID-SEASON 
REPORT

JONATHAN RAMOS
Asst. Sports Director

Trent Richardson, Joe 
Martinek, Dajuane Collins, Frank 
Goodin and Bobby Rainey have 
all shared one common attri-
bute. The fi ve running backs have 
all accumulated over 100 yards 
against the Golden Panthers this 
season.

Against Troy (3-2, 2-0 SunBelt) 
on Oct. 17 at FIU Stadium, FIU (1-
4, 1-1) will look to fi nally solidify 
the defense against the defending 
Sun Belt Conference champions.

On the fl ipside, FIU will also 
look to showcase an improved 
rushing attack that pounded WKU 
en route to over 200 rushing yards 
on Oct. 10. The breakout game 
was led by Daunte Owens and 
Darriet Perry, who both attained 
season high yard totals.

Troy, however, will display an 
offense with wrinkles that include 
formations in the wildcat, a 
popular scheme that has recently 
been picked up by NFL and 
college teams, that involves direct 
snaps to skill position players that 
present mismatches for oppo-
nents. Led by quarterback Levi 
Brown, and a deep core of wide 
receivers, the Trojans are aver-
aging more than 30 points per 
game in conference play.

Coach Mario Cristobal also 
mentioned that Troy feels it has 
the best receiving corps in its 
history.

“They do a nice job blocking 
downfi eld,” said Cristobal. 

FIU’s leading receiver T.Y. 
Hilton is still being evaluated on 

COMMENTARY

JOEL DELGADO

Defense, healthy players help end losing streak

FOOTBALL, page 7

DELGADO, page 7

MEN’S SOCCER: FIU 1, JU 0

CHRIS ADAMS/THE BEACON

CHRIS GREEN/THE BEACON

MIDTERMS: Natalia Valentin 
is one of the main reasons for 
FIU’s success this year.
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