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By MARK SCOPETTA
Contributing Writer

The building currently 
being constructed behind 
the Wolfe Center will 
house the Biscayne Bay 
new 10,000 square foot 
gym, which is over four 
times larger than the old 
one (2,400 square feet). 
The gym will be adjacent 
to the pool and attached 
to the Wolfe Center.

“ We ’ r e  t r y i n g  t o 
improve campus life on 
BBC,” said Greg Olson, 
Di r ec tor  o f  S tudent 
Affairs.  “Currently, we 
are planning to break the 
gym up into four sections: 
cardio machines, weight 
resistance machines, free 
weights, and an aerobic 
center,” Olson said.

The 1,200 square foot 
aerobic center will be 
equipped with ballet bars 
and floor-to-ceiling mir-
rors.

Reginald Lafontant, 
a freshman criminal jus-
tice major, who currently 
works in the old gym, 
says people are looking 
for locker rooms, a water 
fountain, and more space 
in the new gym; most of 

Complaints spur gym 
construction at BBC

the other people with 
whom I spoke echoed 
these same complaints. 
Currently, students have 
to leave the gym and go 
down the hall to use the 
bathroom and there are 
no lockers whatsoever.  

Administrators have 
listened to these griev-
ances and are planning 
to inc lude male  and 
female locker rooms fully 
equipped with both show-
ers and bathrooms. There 
will be water fountains 
as well.

“I can’t wait for the 
new gym to open up. I’m 
tired of the closet they 
call a gym,” said  Rudy 
Dunin, a junior Finance 
major living in BBC. 

$1.7 million of Capi-
tal Improvement Trust 
Funding (CITF) has been 
ear marked for the outfit-
ting of the gym. Though 
it’s a lot of money, the 
$1.7 million pales in com-
parison to the $10 million 
being used for the Uni-
versity Park’s new gym.

Lace up your shoes 
and ready your towels 
because the new gym is 
slated for completion in 
Aug.  2005. 

AWAY FROM HOME: As hurricane Ivan closed in on the Keys, residents from Monroe County were 
evacuated to University Park Sept. 10 while members of the Red Cross prepared beds, feeding sup-
plies, and medical kits in Primera Casa. CICELY COMANDARI/ THE BEACON 

See DRINKING, page 2

By PETER ZACHARIADIS
Special To The Beacon

Ask any college student at 
Florida International University 
what the legal age is to knock 
down a beer in the state, and 
the likely response is “21.”

Probe further and ask if stu-
dents understand the intricacies 
of FIU’s rules concerning use 
of and distribution of alcohol 
on campus, and you’ll probably 
be met by silence.

Pi Kappa Alpha (PKA) frater-
nity chapter president Manny 
Niebla says he understands the 
Alcoholic Beverages Rule (Rule 
6C8-11.005 adopted by the 
FIU Board of Trustee), which 
contains the requirements for 
the use, consumption, service, 
and sale of alcohol at the Uni-

versity.
The 20-something and his 

fraternity brothers will be just 
the second Greek organization 
with on-campus housing some-
time in late fall. For Niebla, 
knowing the rules about alco-
hol on campus 
affects his frater-
nity directly.

“ O v e r s e e -
ing a fraternity 
chapter of 40 
or so col lege 
students gives 
you an edge,” 
Niebla says. 

“All  events 
h a v e  t o  b e 
planned out for safety concerns 
with checklists for trouble-
shooting. Events where the 
fraternity plans to serve alcohol 

Attempts at dry campus debated

On campus 
constuction 
photo spread. 
6,7 

need to be approved by advi-
sors and administration offi-
cials. Sometimes the events are 
supervised as well, with visits 
from an advisor to make sure 
no rules are being violated,” 
he adds.

According to Niebla, finding 
responsible pledges is part of 
the solution to alcohol aware-
ness.  

“Prospective members who 

think they’ll join a fraternity to 
find a keg party every Friday are 
in for a big surprise,” he says.  

“We stay away from those 
guys...over two or three months 
of spending time together you 
can gauge who is going to be 

a problem,” Niebla 
said.

N i e b l a ,  w h o 
will end his term 
as chapter presi-
dent after the fall 
s emes te r,  looks 
at the opening of 
the PKA fraternity 
house with pride, 
still knowing there’s 
much at stake.

“Our fraternity is going to 
be under some stringent rules,” 
he says. “One of them might 
be living in an alcohol-free 

house.” 
The reasons for such strin-

gent rules remain clear to the 
members, though.  

“PKA’s national office could 
revoke a fraternity charter for 
four years because of an alco-
hol-related infraction,” Niebla 
says. “Then there’s university 
punishment coupled with legal 
punishment. It all adds up to 
too much trouble for the sake 
of a few drinks.” 

For a college of more than 
30,000 students in a major met-
ropolitan area, alcohol related 
crime remains low at FIU. 
According to crime statistics 
for 2002, there was only one 
incident where Public Safety 
made an arrest for an alcohol-

“Our fraternity is going to be under some 
stringent rules. One of them might be living 
in an alcohol-free house.”

Manny Niebla
President of Pi Kappa Alpha
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   MONDAY • SEPTEMBER 13 
Republican National Lawyers Association        
Meeting: 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., Green Library 
132, UP.

   TUESDAY • SEPTEMBER 14
Fourth Annual FIU Real Estate Alumni 
Award Luncheon: 2 p.m., Graham Center 
Ballroom, UP
SOC meeting: 5:30 p.m., GC 150, UP
FIU College Democrats, first general meet-
ing: 12:20 p.m., GC 305, UP

   WEDNESDAY • SEPTEMBER 15 
SGA General Meeting: 4 p.m., GC 150, UP.
Frost Art Museum’s Wednesdays After 
Hours - Mario Benjamin: Sculptor speaks of 
his life and work.  7 p.m. - 9 p.m., Frost Art 
Musuem, PC 110, UP.
SPC Films rescheduling of ‘Troy’: 7 p.m., 
GC 140, UP

   THURSDAY • SEPTEMBER 16
SPC Comedy Show: Featuring Talent, Brook-
lyn Mike, and Benjy Brown. 8:30 p.m., GC 
Ballroom, UP.

   FRIDAY • SEPTEMBER 17
SPC Films presents ‘Shrek 2’: 7:00 p.m., GC 
140, UP.
Eric E. Williams Memorial Lecture: George 
Lamming presents “Patterns of Crisis: Cultures 
and Politics in the Caribbean” and Robert 
Fatton Jr. presents “The Bayonet and the 
Constitution: The Fall of Aristide and post-
Lavalas Politics in Haiti,” 6:30 p.m., Wertheim 
Performing Arts Center, BBC.

THIS WEEK ON CAMPUS

NEWS

Courtesy of www.weather.com

WEATHER
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Partly cloudy
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Hurry in and pick up 
an application today!
Stop by GC 210 or 

WUC 124. 

Paid positions are 
now available for 
Beat Reporters The Beacon is published on Mondays and Thursdays during 

the Fall and Spring semesters and once a week during Summer 
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be addressed to our advertising department in our newsroom.
One copy per person. Additional copies are 25 cents. The Beacon 
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PUBLISHING POLICY

related crime.
That  s ame  yea r, 

housing recorded 29 
separate alcohol-related 
incidents. 

A year earlier, only 
11  inc iden t s  wer e 
r e c o r d e d .  S i x t e e n 
liquor law violations 
were sent to Judicial 
and Mediation Services 
in 2002.

Ron  Thompson , 
the assistant Director 
of Residential Life, 
acknowledged that 
from time to time stu-
dents break the rules 
where alcohol is con-
cerned. 

However, if they’re 
caught drinking out-
side their rooms or 
having a party where 
alcohol is being served 
to minors, action is 
swift and decisive.

FIU policy strictly 
forbids alcohol con-
sumption by those of 
legal age outside of 
their housing units and 
at Gracie’s Grill.   

Students under 21-
years-of-age are never 
allowed to drink alcohol 
at FIU or anywhere in the 
state of Florida. 

“Housing students get 
a check-in package with 
rules about alcohol use 
when they first move into 
Housing.  Resident Assis-
tants also go over alcohol 
policy informally with 
students at the beginning 
of the term,” he said.

The disciplinary actions 
are also explained to them 
in length.

“For first time offend-
ers, a meeting is sched-
uled to fully explore the 
events  leading up to 
the infraction. Second 
offenses could include 
parental notification if the 
offender is a minor or a 
judicial procedure if the 
matter is more serious. 
After that, further viola-
tions are likely to be met 
with a punitive response,” 
he adds.

Thompson attributes 
most of  the a lcohol-
related infractions in 
housing to boredom and 
social circumsantces. 

“Students never think 
they’d get into trouble 
because they bel ieve 
they’re immune to the 
consequences,” Thomp-
son said. 

Some parts of campus, 
however, are not bound 
by the drinking regula-
tions.

Happy hour at FIU is 
relegated to one locale, in 
which students are forbid-
den to consume alcohol 
at any location other than 
Gracie’s. 

The Rathskeller is simi-
lar to the communal area 

for students found on 
every campus. 

“It’s a place to grab a 

bite to eat, play dominoes, 
watch television, or meet 
friends for a beer. Thurs-
day and Friday nights are 
most popular,” Niebla 
says. 

He and other Greeks 
meet there for a beer 
before meetings. 

Sporting events will 
pack people in as well, 
he says. 

“But i t ’s  a  way to 
socialize, not to go on a 
abender,” Niebla added.

For sports fans, the 
only area where drink-
ing is allowed around 
Community Stadium is 
in the designated tailgat-
ing area. 

“There’s no way we 
should be advocating a 
dry campus,” says Jesse 
Campbell, chief of Public 
Safety. 

“Taking away the only 
place where students can 
drink legally might cause 
some students to drink in 
secret or drink illegally,” 
he says. “FIU needs a 
place where students and 
faculty can socialize if 
they choose.”

According to statistics 
by the National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism, 1,400 college 
students die from unin-
tentional alcohol-related 
injuries. About 500,000 
more suffer unintentional 
injuries due to alcohol. 

The study also shows 
that about 600,000 col-
lege students nationwide 
suffer assaults from other 
students under the influ-
ence of alcohol. Seventy 
thousand of those assaults 
are sexual in nature and 
involve alcohol.

Jennifer Mwaisela, the 
2003-2004 chair of the 
Substance Abuse Task-

force, says she has a chal-
lenging job in promoting 
awareness about alcohol 

in a college of 30,000 
plus.

When the Golden Pan-
thers began playing foot-
ball in 2002, Substance 
Abuse Taskforce pro-
posed that alcohol not be 
served in the Community 
Stadium. The University 
Administration supported 
the proposal despite some 

resistance. 
“The goal of the FIU 

Substance Abuse Task-

force is to promote and 
encourage safe, healthy 
and responsible behav-
iors,”  Mwaisela said. 

“Fun is good, fun is 
important, fun is neces-
sary. However, alcohol 
is not essential for our 
students to enjoy the vari-
ous activities they plan to 
attend,” she said.

Drinking policies seek safety

DRINKING GAMES: Trying to change old stereotypes of wild keg parties and alcohol 
drenched campuses, university administrators set out to establish regulations balanc-
ing recreational and dangerous drinking. LUIS NIN/ THE BEACON 

DRINKING, from page 1
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 PAGE DESIGNERS WANTED!
The Beacon is seeking applicants with media 
layout/design experience in Adobe InDesign, 
Adobe Photoshop, and Adobe Pagemaker. 
Stop by GC 210 or WUC 124 to apply.

NEWS

4.75" X 7" COLLEGE CAMPAIGN

C-19874    8/18/04    RE2_College_ 4.75x7_3

SCREEN GEMS, DAVIS FILMS/IMPACT (CANADA) INC., CONSTANTIN FILM (UK) LIMITED PRESENT
MILLA JOVOVICHA CONSTANTIN FILM (UK) LIMITED / DAVIS FILMS/IMPACT (CANADA) INC. PRODUCTION SIENNA GUILLORY ODED FEHR THOMAS KRETSCHMANN

WITH JARED HARRIS AND MIKE EPPS “RESIDENT EVIL: Apocalypse” MUSIC
SUPERVISOR LIZ GALLACHER MUSIC

BY JEFF DANNA BASED UPON CAPCOM'S VIDEOGAME “RESIDENT EVIL” 
ASSOCIATE

PRODUCERS HIROYUKI KOBAYASHI  DAN KLETZKY EXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS BERND EICHINGER, SAMUEL HADIDA, ROBERT KULZER, VICTOR HADIDA 

WRITTEN
BY PAUL W.S. ANDERSON PRODUCED

BY JEREMY BOLT, PAUL W.S. ANDERSON, DON CARMODY DIRECTED
BY ALEXANDER WITT 

Soundtrack on Roadrunner Records featuring new music from Killswitch Engage and Slipknot

CLASSIFIED
Help Wanted

CASH PAID
for completed essays, 

reports, papers other 
non-fiction. Instant 
PayPal or check pay-

ment. 
Dig up your old 

papers and visit www.
researchthis.com 

Jobs

LOVE SPORTS? Earn 
$100 to $1000 a day
In sports industry. No 

exp. Nec.
1-800-314-1619

ext. 60781

BARTENDER TRAINEES 
NEEDED

Make up to $800 per shift! No 
previous experience required.

Flexible schedules available. 
FUN and UPBEAT environment

Call now 1-800-714-4060 

Announcements

250K FIRST YEAR 
Potential

Not MLM. You deserve 
to make this income.

Call 1-800-305-7951 for 
free 2 min. msg.

 EARN CASH 
SHOPPING!
Seeking mystery 

shoppers to evaluate 
local business es.
Flexible work sched-

ule. Perfect for students!
800-417-6416

Wanted Auto Cad 
Drafter. Fire Alarm design 
knowledge preferred. 

Flexible hours. Fax 
resume 305-662-3718. 
Cote Plus Systems

305-662-2734

GET PAID A GURANTEED 
$2,500 US EVERY 
MONTH TO START!

If you are between 18 to 25 years old, 
we will hire you to work part-time 

from your home. 
www.coyfs.com/support.html

Toshiba laptop com-
puter PII366MHZ/
128MB RAM/10GB 
HDD/24XCD ROM 

(OPTIONAL DVD) 56K 
modem 

internet ready- $385.00 
305-227-4202 or cell

786-486-7334

THE PERFECT 
BUSINESS 

Part-time hours/
Full time income
www.ceofromhome.

com

SPRING BREAK 2005
Travel with STS, America’s 

#1 Student Tour Operator.
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, 
Bahamas, Florida. Hiring 

campus reps.
Call for discounts:

800-648-4849 or www.
ststravel.com

Retired professor will 
edit your papers, theses, 

and dissertations. 
Very reasonable.
561-302-9416, 

rhc@delraycol.com

The journalist within is 
calling you! 

Answer by applying at 
The Beacon.
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If you think you can get away with illegally swapping movies, you’re wrong.
Illegally trafficking in movies is not just a dirty little secret between you and
your computer. You leave a trail. The message is simple: if you are downloading
copyrighted movies without proper authorization, you are breaking the law. You
face serious consequences if you illegally swap movies. The only way not to get
caught is to stop.

Pursuant to the Copyright Act (17 U.S.C. Section 504(c)), statutory damages
can be as much as $30,000 per motion picture, and up to $150,000 per motion
picture if the infringement is willful.
© 2004 Motion Picture Association of America, Inc.

YOU CAN CLICK
BUT YOU 

CAN’T HIDE

9.75” x 15.0” TABLOID MPAA AD 4/C & 1/C
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QUOTEABLES

WINNER & LOSER

Alejandra Diaz Editor In Chief • John Lovell Managing Editor

OPINION

WINNER
South Florida’s Economy: On average, it costs $450 
a person to prepare for a hurricane. With round three 
approaching, at least no one is worried how Publix or 
Home Depot’s stock is doing. 

LOSER
Ralph Nader: A Florida judge ruled that because the 
candidate has no national party backing, he cannot be 
on Florida’s presidential ballot. It’s truly a blue day for 
the green party.

C

D

Cast your vote at www.beaconnewspaper.com

With the strike of Ivan and more can-
cellation of classes, what should FIU 
do to salvage the semester?

• Cancel the rest of the semester, giving students a full 
refund and the grades they’ve earned at this point.

• Continue classes as scheduled, even if they are being 
held in the parking garage.

• Make up missed days by removing holidays 
(including winter break) for good measure.

• Require more  money from students for generators, 
powdered milk and canned goods.

 www.beaconnewspaper.com5  The Beacon – September 13, 2004

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

By Luis Nin

“Maybe someone creative in Hollywood could come up with 
something like this, but this is past my imagination to imagine 
having the possibility of a third storm of this magnitude hit 
our state.”

– Jeb Bush, Governor of Florida, on the oncoming threat 
of Hurricane Ivan.

“I feel like Hollywood is a big high school again. Seriously, 
Ashton Kutcher is the prom king.”

– Adam Brody, young star from “The O.C.”, reflecting 
on the sense of community in his profession.

“I’ve seen a lot of guys get hurt and you get a lot of money 
in one shot and it’s not going to last forever. You need to have 
something to make a career out of.” 

– Mike Lowell, Florida Marlin 3rd baseman and FIU 
alumnus, on student athletes going professional. 

“Anyone who thinks this is going to be a picnic or something 
to tell their grandchildren about, they may not be around to 
tell their grandchildren about it.”

– Irene Toner, Monroe County’s director of emergency 
management, on the importance of evacuation.

Surviving on-campus boredom
By REYNARD ALLI 

and DANNY MUELA
Contributing Writers

It’s a typical afternoon on a 
typical day, and typically you are 
bored and wandering around 
campus looking to end your 
descent into madness. 

Either you scheduled your 
classes too far apart or the pro-
fessors decided to offer the only 
courses available for your major 
in some horrible configuration 
involving you getting here at 
7 a.m. and not leaving until 
5 p.m. 

We have come up with an 
assortment of things that will 
either keep you entertained 
or get you arrested in the pro-
cess.     

THE BOOKSTORE
Known for expensive books, 

expensive coffee and expensive 
books (yes, it had to be said 
twice), many don’t realize that 
the upstairs coffee shop is a 
perfect place to just sit and chat, 
depending on how popular you 
are. The coffee smell is pleasant, 
you can always grab a book or 
magazine, and not to mention 
all the reading material is free. 
Perfect for the cheap, college 
students.   
GRACIE’S GRILL  

 Gracie’s is half of the Raths-
keller. The other half was the 

pool hall/game room that 
should have also made this 
list of things to do, except we 
don’t know where the pool 
hall went. 

The other reason to go there 
is because it is a grill and sports 
bar, which means they serve 
food fresh off the grill and the 
only place on campus to get 
beer. There are also televisions 
all over the place. If you are 
looking for a slightly intimate 
atmosphere then this is the
place to be. 

BUSTING OUT 
But, you know what? We 

get freaking sick of this campus 
sometimes. Let’s say that you 
want to eat a buffet-sized meal 
but you either don’t like the 
Fresh Food Company menu 
or just don’t want to spend 
six bucks for garbanzo bean 
surprise when all you are really 
going to eat is the pizza. 

So, right down the street 
you’ve got a Pizza Hut. Where 
from 12:30 to 2:30 you can lay 
down the same six bucks and 
get a greater variety of pizza, 
along with salad and various 
other stereotypical Italian dishes 
like pasta and James Gandolfini. 
Nearby is also a China buffet 
which is always good. I mean 
you’ll be hungry an hour later, 
but by then you’ll be in class. 

CLASS SAMPLING  
Ever get bored of your own 

classes? Well then, guest star 
in your friend’s classes. Show 
up, take notes, ask questions, if 
you’re really good you can even 
take the tests just to see how you 
would do. 

Not all teachers allow this 
and we are not even sure if the 
university allows it, but let us tell 
you from experience it sure is 
fun and educational at the same 
time.  

VISITING HOURS 

Speaking of professors, 
whether you know it or not 
they are some of the loneliest 
individuals on the planet. They 
love it when anyone comes to 
visit them. You may be surprised 
what they have to say. They 
actually have senses of humor 
and can carry a conversation 
without preaching or trying to 
impale you with a Sharpie. So 
hey, they have office hours for a 
reason right? Take advantage.                                          
GOOD OL’ GREEN 

LIBRARY
Most people know about the 

books (at least we hope they 
do). But most do not know 
about the wonders of the fifth 
floor. You can actually check 
out movies, CDs and records 
for free! You can listen to them 
right there or take them home 
for free! And you can also use 
the computers there for – you 
get the point. Remember your 
tuition’s paying for this, so use 
it, damn it!

Despite the fact that we 
may sound like a couple of PR 
agents for FIU, we just want 
you to know that we are just 
two individuals who have suf-
fered through a fate that has 
been handed out to all college 
students: boredom. 

In fact, in this quest to alle-
viate our boredom we have 
become better at finding things 
to keep ourselves entertained 
rather than actually using the 
university for it’s intended pur-
pose. So if any of these things 
sound boring or uninteresting 
to you, you can always – God 
forbid – do your homework, 
study, or here’s a novel idea: go 
to your own classes. 

In closing, boredom sucks, 
but flunking out of school and 
working as a door-to-door 
champagne salesman sucks even 
more, believe us.

Layout 9-13-04.indd   1 9/11/04   1:07:04 AM
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Constructing
Building

and

Expanding
Growing

Evolving
ErectingRaising

By JOHN LOVELL
Managing Editor

The cloud of white gravel dust 
looming over the construction-
ridden University Park Campus is 

about to settle. The loud drills have finally 
stopped (for the most part) and in no time 
the detours will disappear. Along with the 
new buildings begins a new era at FIU, which 
has recently been rated as one of the fastest 
growing universities in the nation.  

The Graham Center expansion seems 
to be the focal point of all the renovation 
at FIU, or at least the most visible. The 
new wing of the student center will sport 
a brand new food court and other campus 

New buildings  offer 
glimpse of modern  
University design

Other new additions

HEALTH SERVICES COMPLEX

PANTHER GARAGE

RECREATION CENTER

RED PARKING GARAGE AND 
NEW 109 ST. ENTRANCE  

office buildings. Two retail spaces will also 
be available, with a possibility of space for 
a U.S. Postal Service

Other new FIU additions are begin-
ning to finish up as well. Two new parking 
garages (one of them already open and in 
service) will bring relief to the commuters, 
offering several hundred more spaces. 

A new recreational center will open as 
well, turning the existing gym into the 
athletes’ gym.

In the short span of three decades, FIU 
has blossomed into a major facility with a 
plethora of modern buildings. If in only 
one year the face of FIU can change so 
rapidly, who knows where we’ll be after 
the next ten?

NEW UPA ENTRANCE 
ON SW 11 ST.

It’s stress management. It’s knowledge. 
It’s an art. It’s a reproduction.

It’s your future. It’s a tool of the past. It’s competition.

What do you see? Every day, The New York Times helps you see the world around

you in whole new ways. Pick up your copy of The Times today. And to subscribe 

at a very special student rate of more than 50% off, call 1-888-NYT-COLL and

mention media code S84AJ. Or visit nytimes.com/student. THE NEW YORK TIMES.

INSPIRING THOUGHT. DAILY.

9-02-04.indd   1 9/10/04   4:56:52 PM
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BURNING BRIGHT: Despite the threat posed by Frances,  the 
symbolic Ernest Graham Torch of Service still burned even during 
her hurricane force winds. The torch is located between GC 
and PC.  DANIEL CONWAY/THE BEACON

By MELISSA ALBA
Contributing Writer

As another semester begins 
to unfold, students vow that this 
term will be different; they try 
to convince themselves and each 
other that they will leave behind 
bad habits of procrastination, 
social study groups, and all-night 
cramming sessions. 

Although filled with com-
mendable and ambitious goals, 
you quickly snap out of it upon 
hearing that quirky familiar ring 
tone of your phone.  Just as you 
suspected, it is your friend calling 
with the latest plans telling you 
to drop what you are doing and 
get over there.  

Then reality sets in, despite 
your noble intentions of being 
a model scholar this term, you 
are caught up with anything 
and everything but your actual 
classes. 

 Friends, significant others, 
family and social events, although 
alluring, are time consuming and 
distracting for most college stu-
dents attempting to study.  Or 
are they? 

By NICHOLAS J. RONDA
Contributing Writer

With Shaquille O’Neal 
now a member of the 
Miami Heat, basketball 
has never been as trendy 
as it presently is. However, 
there are some true fans in 
our town who eat, sleep 
and sing hoops.

As a youngster grow-
ing up in Westchester, his 
father – former El Salvador 
basketball star, Lorenzo 
“Choo Choo” Campos 
– introduced Juan “Night 
Train” Campos to the 
game of basketball. 

“Before I knew how to 
read and write, I was able 
to dribble between my 
legs and sink hook shoots. 
Not bad for a 8-year-old 
boy,” gloats the younger 
Campos.

With ambition that can 
eclipse Shaq’s jump shot, 
Campos tried out for his 
high school basketball 
team year after year, but 
standing at five-foot-six 
inches in height, he was 
told that he was too small 
to play with the bigger, 
heavier, and meaner boys 

who played in the district. 
The other boys relent-
lessly teased him for his 
height deficiency. “I heard 
it all, pipsqueak, peewee, 
Willow, smurf, all the short 
names. Kids can really be 
some dirty birdies some-
times.”

After failing to make 
the team during his junior 
year, head basketball coach 
Albert Rodriguez pulled 
him aside and recom-
mended he give consider-
ation to a sport where lack 
of height was not such a 
negative, a sport such as 
badminton. 

The coach’s sugges-
tion did not sit well with 
Campos. 

“Nothing against all the 
badmintonians around the 
globe, but I play basketball 
and nobody is going to 
stop me from playing it.”

What cannot be mea-
sured in inches is the dedi-
cation and determination 
Juan Campos has for the 
game. 

“To me, basketball isn’t 
just a game, it’s my way of 
life. I don’t like going to 
the park and playing with 

a bunch of people who 
don’t take the game seri-
ously, that really makes me 
want to shout.” 

Not being a member of 
the school team or leagues 
organized for a boy his 
age, his  basketball dreams 
were fading.

As he worked on his 
hook shots one night at 

a local park, a few players 
from the girls’ basketball 
team showed up in search 
of some action. Famil-
iar with his struggles to 
make the boys’ team and 
thought of as a pushover 
because of his size, the 
girls challenged him to 
play.

“When I see that I’m 

While most students prefer 
a quiet personal environment 
to study, interviews with FIU 
undergraduates show quite the 
opposite. 

Senior biology major, Berti 
Dieguez contends, “It is better to 
study in small groups because we 
help each other understand the 
difficult material at hand.” FIU 
students and those alike have 
mastered the techniques of 
studying in animated environ-
ments.  

It gives them a chance to 
combine the responsibility of 
class work with the enjoyment 
of socializing. Hot spots for 
social study groups tend to occur 
throughout Graham Center, 
the second floor of the Green 
Library, and blue tables located 
in the backside of the library.  
Studying in orderly groups 
could be advantageous because 
it facilitates a buddy system 
among students with similar 
problems.  While studying in 
an energetic ambiance might 
be appealing and stimulating to 
some, it can be a great disruption 
for others. 

Alternatives to avoiding irri-
tating siblings at home, pesky 
friends and obnoxious social 
elites around congested campus 
areas are far from few. Inquiries 
show that FIU students tend to 
have similar study spots.  

Among favorites are the quiet 
study rooms located throughout 
the library, empty auditorium 
classrooms found in Chemistry 
and Physics, vacant classrooms in 
GC, Barnes & Noble’s Café and 
select Starbucks locations.

Students flock to these and 
other locations that offer a 
moderately quiet zone that is 
conducive to intense study time 
and light conversation, if any at 
all. Other locals for keen schol-
arly behavior include University 
of Miami’s Otto Richter Library 
and Miami Dade Public Librar-
ies, as well as pavilions and shady 
calm areas found throughout 
our own fine campus.

Whatever the location or 
method you decide on for this 
semester, put aside some time 
and aspire to turn over a new 
leaf and actually follow through 
on becoming studious.

Baller meets match in opposite gender
seen as inferior because 
of my height, I get really 
angry and like a machine, 
the switch goes on, I shout 
and I’m like a rabbit in a 
forest fire.” Apparently, he 
beat each girl one-on-one 
and in a game of H-O-
R-S-E. 

Even after easily defeat-
ing the female players, they 
still teased him about not 
being suitable for the boys’ 
team. Feeling a lack of 
respect by the female play-
ers, Campos has shifted 
his entire focus to playing 
against females only. 

“I don’t know why they 
have to hate, but now 
they’re on the tracks and 
the train’s coming full 
steam.” 

There have been those 
who say that what he’s 
doing is degrading, but 
Campos feels his cause is 
just. 

“It’s fair, they’re still 
usually taller than I am, 
so it simply boils down to 
who wants to win more 
and that’s when I take it 
to the next level.”

The self-proclaimed 
“Inter-Gender Hoops 

Champ” he plays four 
to five games against top 
ranking high school and 
college females in the 
area. He claims that some 
females give him all he 
can handle, but he is still 
undefeated. 

“I’ve been doing this 
for about 5 months, and 
I’ve yet to drink from 
the loser’s cup. If any girl 
thinks she can lace them 
up and battle with me, 
then my message to them 
is simply: Bring it!” boasts 
Campos.

With a regime that has 
him awake at five in the 
morning for a three-mile 
jog and three hundred 
hook shots at the park, he 
definitely makes it tough 
for one to compete against 
him. 

He takes day classes 
and has a part-time job, 
his playing is all done at 
night, which is where his 
nickname “Night Train” 
stems from. 

“My dad played a big 
role in my passion for bas-
ketball and being referred 
to as a train, like he was is. 
.a great honor.” 

Hot study spots help 
students concentrate

GRAPHIC BY LUIS NIN/THE BEACON
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CALLING THE SHOTS: Malik Wilkes’ office has become his second home. There, he 
not only conducts SGA business but also prepares for classes.  JULIA MARCHESE/THE BEACON

Vice president’s accomplishments shine through leadership
 9

We’re still hiring!
BBC Editor, Photo Editor, Page Designer, 

Copy Editor, Photographers, Writers
Stop by GC 210 or WUC 124 for an application or e-mail 

Managing Editor, John Lovell at  john.lovell@fiu.edu
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Looking for an Opportunity to Make a Difference?
CIA’s Directorate of Intelligence will be interviewing
candidates for Analyst Positions.
Representatives from CIA’s analytical arm, the Directorate of Intelligence, will be interviewing for
analyst positions in Miami during the week of October 25th. Analysts work on the forefront of
protecting national security, quickly assessing how rapidly changing international developments will
impact US interests at home and abroad.They use information from classified and unclassified
sources from around the world to develop and provide the reliable intelligence that is essential for
US policymakers to make informed decisions.The DI is hiring for the following positions:
• Analytic Methodologist
• Collection Analyst
• Counterintelligence

Threat Analyst
• Counterterrorism Analyst

Candidates must have at least a bachelor’s degree with a minimum GPA of 3.0. Language skills,
previous foreign area residence or travel, and relevant work experience are pluses.
Candidates must successfully complete a medical examination, polygraph interview,
and an extensive background investigation.All positions require US citizenship
and relocation to the Washington, DC area.
The CIA is America’s premier intelligence agency, and we are committed
to building and maintaining a work force as diverse as the nation we serve.
For additional information, and to apply online, please visit www.cia.gov.
Successful applicants who have submitted their resume by September 24th
will be contacted to attend an information session and arrange a local area
interview.
An equal opportunity employer and a drug-free work force.

THE WORK OF A NATION.
THE CENTER OF INTELLIGENCE.

• Economic, Political, Leadership
and Military Analysts

• Science,Technology and
Weapons Analyst

• Medical Analyst

• Psychological/Psychiatric
Analyst

• Crime and Counternarcotics
Analyst

*GRE is a registered trademark of the Educational Testing Service.

1 - 8 0 0 - K A P - T E S T
kaptest.comK A P L A N

®

Test Prep and Admissions

Class starts Wednesday, September 22 at 6:30pm.

FIU University Park Campus
11200 SW 8th Street

Graham Center, Room 104

GRE class 
starting soon!

Call or visit us online to enroll today!

*

By JULIA MARCHESE
Life! Editor

 
His favorite food is lasa-

gna and his favorite colors 
are none other than blue 
and gold. He credits his 
mother as being the big-
gest influence in his life. 
Malik Wilkes, student gov-
ernment vice president, 
aims to make students’ col-
lege experience as benefi-
cial as he possibly could.

After holding a plethora 
of positions within vari-
ous organizations at FIU, 
including being SGA rep-
at-large and being on the 
campus promotions chair 
for Dance Marathon, he 
was well prepared to fill 
the position of SGA vice 
president. 

“Knowing the ins and 
outs of SGA and how 
things get done made the 
transition into my current 
position very smooth,” 
said Wilkes. “My other 
campus experiences, such 
as the skills I picked up as 
a 2003 peer advisor, gave 
me the communication 
skills that I need for a posi-
tion that deals with com-
munication everyday.” 

Many of his objectives 
as vice president deal with 
lobbying to the state leg-
islators through Florida 
Student Association and 
he plans on playing a big 
role in the fight against 
block tuition and other 
accelerated graduation 
programs. He is helping 
council members improve 
academic advising and 
possibly make the Breeze-
way Café a twenty-four 
hour hang out. “My main 
focus is to keep people 
motivated and to get more 
done,” said Wilkes.

Wilkes believes in giving 
back to the FIU commu-
nity. “It’s good to know 
that you’ve done some-
thing to better student’s 
college experience just as 
others have done for me,” 
said Wilkes. His favorite 
saying: “When you take 
the elevator to the top, 
make sure you send it 
back down for the next 
person.”

Another very positive 
influence in his life is his 
fraternity, Pi Kappa Alpha, 
also known as Pike. “The 
friendships and the bonds 
that I have gotten from 

being a part of my frater-
nity are invaluable,” he 
said.  

He is also their vice 
president of recruitment. 
Holding a leadership posi-
tion within the frat  has 
challenged his leadership 
skills. “I feel that I have 
grown more confident of 
my abilities.” Wilkes hopes 
to leave his fraternity better 
than he found it.

He is participating only  
in Student Government 
and Pi Kappa Alpha this 
semester. Because of his 
large work loads in both 
organizations, Wilkes has 
decided to cut back on 
his involvement that once 
occupied his time. “With 
the demands of my roles 
now, I know that cutting 
back had to happen,” he 
said. However, he hopes 
to find time for the events 
and organizations he used 
to be involved with. Major-
ing in english, minoring in 
psychology and tending to 
his commitments at FIU 
leaves this sports fan little 
time to relax and unwind. 
“I like to play dominos at 
Gracie’s Grill and read and 
write,” said Wilkes.
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Volleyball team suffers 
fourth loss in a row     

Coach Everton picks up 150th 
win despite one win out of four

By ASHLEY BUTLER
Staff Writer

It wasn’t all about winning this week-
end for FIU’s Women’s Volleyball, but 
about individual player’s career-highs.  

The Golden Panthers’ record dropped 
to 0-4 after playing in the Ocean National 
Bank Invitational at Lundholm Gymna-
sium in New Hampshire on Sept. 3-4. 
The team lost all three matches.

Despite the three loses, many Golden 
Panthers received individual awards.  At 
least five of the players received their all 
time career-highs in this tournament 
alone. Some of the girls include: 

Juniors Laura Vogel and Anna 
Dmowska had 12 kills each, while 
Vogel also had five service aces, and 
Dmowska contributed 10 digs for a 
double-double. 

Dyionna Smith who sat out last season 
as a medical red shirt due to a wrist injury, 
had her career-high with 45 assists and 17 
digs. Freshman Heather Huber led FIU 
with 12 kills.  Junior Lauren Stahoski had 
a startling career-high of 21 digs in her 
first match alone.

The Golden Panthers kept it close in 
game one.  Oksana Zabalueva  put FIU 
slightly ahead 27-26 with two straight 
aces, but after a side out, the Wildcats had 
three consecutive kills that contributed 
to the win for the University of New 
Hampshire.

The team hit a season-high .419 for 
the second game and committed only 
two small attack errors on their way to 
the victory.  

Senior Myriam Rodney led the team 
with four kills while Dmowska, Vogel, 
and Huber each had three. The final score 
was 30-22.

In game three UNH once again, took 
the lead with a 30-37 win.  Even though 
the Golden Panthers’ started out in the 
lead 9-3, the Wildcats caught up when 
player Natasha Otte had five kills on 
seven attacks.

FIU took an early lead 4-3 in game 
four. The two teams stayed pretty much 
neck-in-neck until UNH started to play 
off of FIU’s 21 total service errors in the 
game to win 30-25. 

FIU also suffered losses to Toledo in 
the tournament and Arizona State.

Toledo defeated FIU 3-0 and Arizona 
State won 3-1.

UM 3, FIU 0
The Golden Panthers suffered a disap-

pointing 3-0 loss to the Miami Hurricanes 
on Sept. 1 at the Pharmed Arena.

It was the first game for the ladies who 
have a relatively new team on the floor.

“The girls were just too nervous 
which is understandable because of the 
team being so young,” said Head Coach 
Cookie Stevens.

The Hurricanes started the game 
off with a quick 7-0 lead.  Sophomore 
Oksana Zabalueva who led the Golden 
Panthers with eight kills gave FIU the first 
point.  Unable to catch up, the Golden 
Panthers lost the first set 30-17 in game 
one to UM.  

In the second set FIU and UM were 
tied at six different times.  FIU’s only lead 
was early on at 3-2.  Even though block 
specialist Danielle Dubetz had five total 
blocks (alone) in the set, the Hurricanes 
defeated FIU 30-24.

The Golden Panthers started off well 
in the third set with a 4-3 lead.  But, 
shortly after Miami quieted FIU with a 
14-2 stretch and defeated FIU 30-14 in 
the set.

After the loss, Stevens knows what 
she will need to do in order to improve 
her team.

“The main thing we need to focus on is 
ball control. We also need to work on our 
passing and receiving, as well as serving a 
lot tougher,” said Stevens who wants her 
team to be aggressive and put the ball 
away.”   “I’m still trying to find the right 
combination of girls to play. We’re trying 
new things and playing different groups 
of girls,” Stevens said.

TOUGH START: The girls’ volleyball team is off to a rough start losing the first four games 
of the season. GEOFF ANDERSON/SPECIAL TO THE BEACON

blow
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connect to college success TM

Get credit where credit is due. CLEP® helps you earn college credit for
what you already know. By passing a CLEP exam you could earn from
3 to 12 college credits. There are exams in 35 introductory college-level
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credit for successful CLEP scores. Check with your institution about its
CLEP policy and make an appointment at your college’s test center today.
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By ANA SANCHEZ
Staff Writer

FIU 3, TEXAS STATE 1
The team picked up 

the first win of the season 
with a score of 3-1 over 
Texas State on Sept. 5. The 
victory raises the season 
record to one win and 
three loses. 

During the second half 
Mid fielder Janessa Taddei 
scored and was followed 
by another goal by For-
ward Janet Ligouri.

 Less than two minutes 
later, Texas scored their 
only goal that was later 
counter attacked by Jan-
essa Taddei who scored in 
the 84th minute. 

The goalkeeper did not 
face much action by Texas 
State as Madeline Gannon 
had two saves. Texas State 
out shot FIU in the first 
half shooting seven shots 

compared to one by FIU. 
FIU was out shot 12 to 
five in total but still man-
aged to pick up the victory 
with key goals, as Texas 
State had not saved shots.

FIU Head Coach Ever-
ton Edwards picked up 
career win 150, all which 
are with the Golden Pan-
thers.

TEXAS 5, FIU 0
Despite the eight shots 

against Texas, the team 
lost 5-0 on Sept. 3 at 
Myers Stadium. 

De fender  Yanea sh 
Donaldson and Forward 
Tamara Kochen each had 
two attempts on goal but 
failed to score.

Kochen credited the 
play of Texas, which was 
superior despite FIU’s 
effort.

“They are top ten, very 
talented and skillful. We 
tried our best and gave a 

good effort but it wasn’t 
enough,” said Kochen.
FLORIDA STATE 4, FIU 1

 After a tie during the 
first half, the Seminoles 
made three goals in the 
second half of the game 
on Aug. 29. 

On a pass by Chanelle 
Crosby, Ligouri scored the 
lone goal for the Golden 
Panthers. Goalkeepers, 
Gannon and Carly Agro 
combined for five saves.

 UCF 2, FIU 1
Women’s soccer began 

the season with a 2-1 loss 
to the University of Cen-
tral Florida on Aug. 27. 

Forward Janessa Taddei 
returned from injury that 
sidelined her last season 
to score the first goal of 
the year. 

 Gannon made three 
saves at 12 attempted shots 
directed at her during the 
game. 

 For more information contact 
Sports Editor Harry Coleman at 

HCole001@FIU.EDU

Sports Writers Needed!
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LOWELL, from page 12

their plan is long term and you know I 
wouldn’t want to come back for one year 
and later be traded in July because I don’t 
have any years after that. 

I’ve always said I wanted to play in 
Miami my whole career but I wouldn’t 
want to have a big salary, which doesn’t 
allow us to get people to so that we can 
be competitive or without the stadium we 
don’t have the revenue to be competitive. 
If I believe the Marlins will be, I wouldn’t 
mind coming back but I haven’t really 
giving it much thought I just want to 
finish the season and see what happens.
Q: What are your fondest memories 
of FIU baseball Head Coach Danny 
Price?

The main thing with Danny Price is 
that he gave me a chance to play since 
my freshman year. I was struggling a little 
bit and after practice he told me to just 
relax, you’re going to be fine. You know 
as a freshman you want to prove you can 
play and he put a lot of confidence in me 
before he ever saw me play in a regular 
game. 

I think he really enjoyed the 1995 team 
we had, I think it was a fun year. It was the 
year we had to play our home games at 
homestead and it was kind of a distraction 
but I think it brought us close together 
and I think it was a year he enjoyed and 
I did too.
Q: You were the recipient of the Trans 

American Athletic Conference’s stu-
dent athlete of the year in 1995. Was 
it difficult to manage being a full time 
student while playing collegiate ball at 
the same time?

Yeah it’s hard because you practice 
so much but you still have to get your 
studies done. I think that if you budget 
out your time it’s doable. I don’t think 
NCAA or college makes things that are 
totally impossible. 

When it was time for finals to come I 
didn’t start two days before I had to start 
a week to ten days before because I didn’t 
have the same amount as time as some 
one else has because of the traveling and 
practice. There are some sacrifices you 
have to make but that’s the price you 
have to pay if you want to be a student 
athlete.
Q: Many players are not concerned 
about graduating anymore, they think 
the younger they reach the pro level, 
the better their chances. You left school 
early but went back and graduated 
with a degree in finance. What advice 
would you give to young athletes about 
going pro?

Well, the problem is the money is so 
big for these young guys that it’s hard 
for guys to turn it down. I would never 
say don’t take the money but my advice 
would be to know that you need some-
thing to fall back on. 

I’ve seen a lot of guys get hurt and 
when you get a lot of money in one shot 
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College Math Club President
Dumps Supermodel
He crunched the numbers, then crushed her heart

College sophomore Brady Burns, left, abruptly ended a six-month torrid love
affair with a heartbroken Elene, right.

   Admitting that there was a
good  percent chance that
he made the wrong move,
college math club president
Brady Burns recently called
i t  q u i t s  w i t h  l o n g t i m e
supermodel girlfriend Elene.
Bur ns ,  who c la imed he
carefu l ly  ca lcu la ted  the
breakup, said his alleged free
checking account had monthly
f e e s  t h a t  j u s t
d idn’t  add up.
T h e  wh i z  k i d
wa s  q u i c k  t o
admit  that  had
he known about
Washington Mutual’s Free
Checking Deluxe, the relation-
ship’s longevity may have had
better odds. “I loved her like

a quadratic formula, but the
off-campus lunches were
killing me f inancially,” said
Burns. “I felt  l ike a real
abacus for breaking things
off.” The fact that he was un-
aware of Washington Mutual’s
Free Checking—an account
with optional Deluxe services
like free online bill pay available
at wamu.com—left Elene at a
total loss. “He could have just
gone to a Washington Mutual

Financial Center
or wamu.com,”
she said. “We
were totally soul
ma tes ,  bu t  I
guess he didn’t

s e e  t h a t .  A s  f a r  a s  I ’ m
concerned, he can go jump
off a logarithm. Whatever
that is.”

By JAMIE MURRY

“I loved her
like a quadratic

formula…”

FIU Coach Price gave Lowell opportunity to play 
and is not going to last forever. You need 
to have something to make a career out 
of. I left early from FIU after my third 
year but, I went just because I thought it 
was important because I wanted to have 
something to fall back on. 

You look at the biggest stars today and 
even Shaquille O’Neal is going back to 
finish his degree and he has more money 
than he knows what to do with. It shows 
you that a lot of people really value what 
an education can do for you.
Q: Your introduction song before an 
at bat is “Party Up” by rapper DMX. 
Does this song hype you up before an 
at bat.

Well, I think its from Gone in Sixty 
Seconds and it sounded so good in the 
guy’s car and I said man, with the sound 
system we have here, the beginning would 
sound real good. But it’s more supersti-
tion, when I started putting it I got off 
to a good start so I said I can’t turn it 
off now.

ALUMNI: Mike Lowell played three sea-
sons for the Golden Panthers. COURTESY PHOTO

Swimming to face cross 
town rival Hurricanes

able to build more depth and I wouldn’t 
be surprised if they finished number 
one in the conference championships 
in about one or two years,” said Mello. 
“Therefore, this can only mean that this 
year’s team is being depended on for a 
magnificent successful year.”

Key returning players include Claudia 
Barsi, who finished sixth in the Euro-
pean Championship. 

There is also returning diver, Megan 
Balkenbush and Tiffany Haynes who 
will be swimming in various events 

Swimming, from page 12 including free, back, and fly. 
The returning freshman class from last 

season includes Victoria Molnar, Carly 
Crandall, and Sarah Perfetti.

The first invitational for the team will 
be on Nov. 19 where Zaharia’s team will 
participate in the Nike Invitational. FIU 
will host its first invitational on Jan. 9 
against Carneigie Mellon and Tulane. 

The NCAA championships will take 
place during mid March. This is where 
Coach Zaharia wants part of her team to 
be, come spring time. Last season many 
players attended and with one year under 
their belt, Zaharia expects big things.

09.13.04   2 9/10/04   11:04:26 PM



SPORTS
THE BEACON www.beaconnewspaper.com 12 – September 13, 2004

Swimming team ready 
to kick with scrimmage

All-Star Marlin 

SPLASH: Backstroke and butterfly specialist Tiffany Haynes timed at 58.84 at the Sun 
Belt Conference Championships last season. GEOFF ANDERSON/SPECIAL TO THE BEACON

See LOWELL, page 11

See Swimming, page 11 

By HARRY COLEMAN
Sports Editor

Growing up in Miami, Mike Lowell 
dreamed of becoming a Major League 
Player. Lowell began accomplishing 
his dream in 1995 when the New York 
Yankees drafted him out of Florida Inter-
national University. Little did Lowell 
know that he would later be traded to 
the Florida Marlins and we all know the 
story from there.

Lowell arrived in Miami and quickly 
became a fan favorite. He stayed with 
the Marlins through four straight losing 
seasons before helping turn the team 
around in 2003 and win the World Series 
Championship.

Life has changed for Lowell since 
Josh Beckett finished off the Yankees in 
game six. Lowell who is now recognized 
everywhere he goes, carries an over-
sized championship ring with over 100 
diamonds, and was awarded a contract 
exceeding $30 million. 

With the season in full swing and the 
Marlins in the hunt for the wild card, 
Lowell found time to discuss pro baseball, 
his time at FIU, rapper DMX, and the 
preparation needed to face ace pitches like 
Randy Johnson and Roger Clements.
Q: You were here when the Marlins 
were having consecutive losing seasons 
and fans were not going out to the 
stadium. How did it feel to play in the 
World Series with crowds exceeding 
60,00 fans?

We got a huge advantage that we 
never had, not even during the season. 
It provided a totally different atmosphere 
which the teams that played us during 
the year weren’t used to that atmosphere 
when they got here. We got a big home 
field advantage and it was very exciting, 
this stadium gets very loud when we have 
30,000, 40,000 and you put it at 60,000, 

Former Golden Panther enjoys life as a World 
Series winner but the road to success involved 

dedication and importance of graduating

65,000 and root for you that can only 
help you.
Q: How has your life changed since 
the World Series?

I think that from a baseball standpoint 
you accomplish something that everyone 
tries to accomplish. You see some of the 
greatest players in baseball like Barry 
Bonds and Albert Pojuls and all they talk 
about is how they want to win a World 
Series and the fact that we did that, it’s a 
big  under your cap that you can say you 
accomplished something. 

Locally you get recognized a lot more 
but its usually positive feedback from 
people saying we went to game four or 
game five and it was great and that’s nice 
to hear.
Q: What are the types of things that 
run through your mind, if any, when 
you step into the batter box and you 
are facing top pitches like Roger Cle-
mens or Randy Johnson?

I try not to think of anything. The 
pitches are coming so fast that if you 
think of something else you have no 
chance. I just try to tell myself to see 
it and react because if you are thinking 
about your stride or your bat or your 
hand or something the ball is going to 
be right by you. 

The simpler you can make it you try 
not to think, just to react. We have so 
much practice in batting practice where 
you try to just have those instincts and I 
just try to see it and hit it hard.
Q: You have an option to opt out of 
your contract at the end of this season. 
If the Marlins cannot come to an agree-
ment of a stadium but stays competi-
tive by keeping catcher Paul Lo Doca 
and pitcher Carl Pavano among others, 
do you stay with the Marlins?

Well I would definitely want to sit 
down with the ownership and see what 

By YANELY PEREZ
Staff Writer

After welcoming the 
first ever women’s swim 
team at FIU in 2003, this 
year, both swimmers and 
divers set high goals for 
themselves in improving 
their results. 

With many returning 
players, coach and Olympic 
medalist Noemi Zaharia is 
counting on the veterans 
to lead the team.

Coach Zaharia is hoping 
this year’s FIU will be an 
even stronger team and be 
able to compete and win 
in finals. 

“To my knowledge, 

this year’s team is much 
stronger than last years. 
Therefore, my expecta-
tions for competition are 
good considering the fact 
that there are returning 
players, who know just 
what being a part of a team 
means,” said Zaharia. “I 
look forward to improving 
our results from last season 
and have two women qual-
ify for the NCAA Finals 
Championship.”

The team kicks off the 
season in a friendly blue 
and gold scrimmage on 
Oct. 9. The first meet 
will take place on Oct. 16 
against cross-town rival 
Miami at Coral Gables. 

The first home meet will 
take place on Oct. 29 
against Princeton.

For being a new pro-
gram last year, the swim 
team accomplished more 
than a usual rookie team. 

Last year’s swim team 
finished fourth in the Sun 
Belt Conference, meaning 
numbers should improve 
with a returning team.

Athletic Director Rick 
Mello sees last year’s suc-
cess a key to the team’s 
bright future ahead.

“From what I observed 
last season, this year’s 
Women’s Swimming and 
Diving program will be 

Golden Panther Arena 
changed to Pharmed Arena 

By HARRY COLEMAN
Sports Editor

 
After 18 years of hold-

ing the name Golden Pan-
ther Arena, the 5,000 
seating capacity arena has 
a new name—Pharmed 
Arena.

A one million dollar 
donation by Jorge and 
Carlos  Cespedes was 
awarded to FIU becoming 
the single largest donation 
in the history of the uni-
versities Athletics depart-
ment. 

The donation will be 
matched by the state for a 
total of two million.

The Cespedes brothers 
are owners of Pharmed 
Group and in their honor 
the GPA wil l  change 

names. The donation was 
welcomed by Athletic 
Director Rick Mello who 
considers the donation 
an important step in the 
growth of FIU athletics.

“This generous gift 
from Pharmed will be 
an important step in the 
growth of our Athletic 
programs said Mello. 

“As a university we have 
a responsibility to nurture 
the minds of our student 
athletes just as much as we 
do their athletic ability.”

In a statement through 
the university, the Cespedes 
brothers were excited to 
give back to the commu-
nity by helping FIU.

“We are honored to be 
able to give back to such 
a wonderful institution 

and to become a member 
of the Golden Panther 
team,” said Jorge de Ces-
pedes. 

“This is the first major 
gift that the newly formed 
Pharmed de Cespedes 
Foundation will bestow. 
The Foundation’s mission 
is to assist South Florida 
students with their educa-
tional endeavors.”

The Cespedes brothers 
are also minority honors of 
the NBA’s expansion  team 
the Charlotte Bobcats.

Pharmed Group is a 
$600 million company 
that distributes more than 
25,000 products to hos-
pitals.

Pharmed Arena will 
host basketball and vol-
leyball this season.

COURTESY PHOTO
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