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MOVIN’ ON UP: The expansion of the Health and Life Sciences building is an 
example of FIU’s readiness to open a medical school. JOHN LOVELL/THE BEACON

By C. JOEL MARINO
News Editor

President Modesto A. 
Maidique and several of 
the FIU’s provosts will 
travel to Tallahassee on 
Nov. 18 to submit a pre-
sentation regarding FIU’s 
allopathic medical school 
initiative to the Florida 
Board of Governors.

The presentation fol-
lows a preliminary proposal 
submitted to the Board in 
July which members of the 
administration considered 
to be a key step in the 
medical school initiative’s 
decade-long journey.

“Although this meeting 
may be considered a review 
of the plan that has already 
been submitted, we’re 
looking forward to the 
Board’s critiques of that 
plan, which will give us 

an opportunity to further 
improve the [initiative],” 
said Vice Provost Thomas 
Breslin, a member of the 
Florida Council for Educa-
tional Policy, Research and 
Improvement. This orga-
nization fi rst brought the 
the the state’s rising lack 
of doctors to the Board’s 
attention.

During the presenta-
tion, President Maidique 
will explain the importance 
and necessity of a new 
Florida medical school in 
a 10 minute Power Point 
slide show. By focusing on 
the current lack of 200,000 
physicians across the state, 
he is expected to relay the 
message that Florida needs 
new, younger doctors who 
are more likely to stay in 
areas where they studied.

“What we’re in short-
age of are doctors who 

understand the needs of 
the community, especially 
here in South Florida, 
where the diversity plays 
a key role in that commu-
nity. We need physicians 
who can understand that,” 
Breslin said.

Following FIU’s pre-
sentation, the Board of 
Governors will spend 
30 minutes asking the 
President questions. The 
panel  is expected to touch 
on subjects such as the 
expected cost of the pro-
gram and the economic 
impact of the school on 
both South Florida and 
the state.

“We’re not expecting a 
quick decision,” said Bres-
lin. “We know we’re going 
to wait for this, but we’re  

UP Apartments 
stabbing fuels 
campus rumors

By ERIC PENA
Staff Writer

Students at the University 
Park campus met with some 
disturbing news on Nov. 9 after 
a 33-year old graduate student 
was found in his bathroom with 
a knife wound to his chest. 

The event took place in Build-
ing J of the University Park 
Apartments.

According to Alberto Alfonso, 
the Public Safety investigator 
assigned to the case, the stu-
dent’s roommate made the dis-
covery late that afternoon.

Although the roommate was 
in their room during the inci-
dent, Alfonso said that he had 
nothing to do with the unfor-
tunate event.

The wound appeared to be 
self-infl icted, but because the 
victim was unable to talk due to 
sedatives administered at Jack-
son Memorial’s Ryder Trauma 
Center, this could not be con-
fi rmed.

The knife, recovered at the 
scene, entered the student’s 
heart cavity but missed any vital 

organs. The student went into 
shock as a result of massive blood 
loss but was in stable condition 
at the time of The Beacon’s inves-
tigation.

Though the reasons behind 
the stabbing have yet to be 
determined, Alfonso said state-
ments from the student’s friends 
pointed to possible reasons for 
his actions. These reasons include 
his grandmother’s death in Sep-
tember and a recent breakup 
with his long-term girlfriend.

As the appearance of ambu-
lances fueled rumors around 
campus, students and adminis-
trators exhibited mixed reactions 
to the situation.

“There weren’t people run-
ning around acting crazy or 
anything; we were all more 
surprised than shocked.  But 
I don’t think it has sunk in 
to most of the residents that 
there was a stabbing here,” said 
Katherine Rahmes, a resident 
of the Apartments. “I thought 
the University did a good job 
in handling the situation so as 
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THIS WEEK ON CAMPUS

   TUESDAY • NOVEMBER 16

Student Dance Association: 7:30 p.m., VH 
100, UP.

   WEDNESDAY • NOVEMBER 17

Catholic Student Union general meeting: OE 
109, UP.

   THURSDAY • NOVEMBER 18

FIU Student Composers’ Concert: 8 p.m., 
Wertheim Performing Arts Center, UP.
FIU Theatre presents “Romeo and Juliet, the 
East-West Project”: 8 p.m., Wertheim Perform-
ing Arts Center, UP.

   FRIDAY • NOVEMBER 19

Catholic Student Union ‘Bible Alive’: 7:30 
p.m., GC 150, UP.
Women’s Basketball hosts Traveler’s Tourna-
ment, FIU vs. Bucknell: 3:30 p.m., Pharmed 
Arena, UP.
Panther Pagan Student Union: 7:30 p.m. - 9 
p.m., GC, UP.
Men’s basketball vs. FAU: 8 p.m., Pharmed 
Arena, UP.
FIU Theatre presents “Romeo and Juliet, the 
East-West Project”: 8 p.m., Wertheim Perform-
ing Arts Center, UP.

   SATURDAY • NOVEMBER 20

Women’s Basketball hosts Traveler’s Tourna-
ment, Championship Game: 7 p.m., Pharmed 
Arena, UP.
Piano Department ‘Dances for Piano’: 8 p.m., 
Wertheim Performing Arts Center, UP.
FIU Theatre presents “Romeo and Juliet, the 
East-West Project”: 8 p.m., Wertheim Perform-
ing Arts Center, UP.

Courtesy of www.weather.com
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Med school moves to next step
MEDICAL, from page 1

2004 FIU Torch Awards
Since 1997, the FIU Alumni Association has honored 
individuals who have had a positive impact on their 
profession and their community. The award, named 
after the Ernest R. Graham Torch of Knowledge, Ser-
vice and Understanding, seeks to recognize these 
alumni and faculty as FIU’s “torchbearers,” leaders 
who will serve as inspiration to the entire university.

This year, the sold-out Awards Gala was held 
on Nov. 6 at the Lowe’s Hotel in Miami Beach.

The winners are...

Charles E. Perry 
Visionary Award: 
Alberto C. Santalo ‘97

Outstanding 
Achievement Award:  
Regynald G. Washington ‘74

Community Leadership 
Award: 
Raul L. Martinez, Sr. ‘77

FIU Service Award:  Karis 
MacDonnell ‘84 ‘89

Outstanding Faculty 
Award: 
Irma Becerra Fernandez ‘94

Distinguished Alumna, 
School of Architecture: 
Pamela M. Crawford ‘91

Distinguished Alumna,
College of 
Arts & Sciences: 
Ana Maria Polo ‘84

Distinguished 
Alumnus, College of 
Business Administration: 
Demian M. Bellumio ‘00

Distinguished Alumna, 
College of Education: 
Carole E. Bernstein ‘73

Distinguished Alumnus, 
College of Engineering:  
Jorge J. Rawicz ‘81

Distinguished Alumna, 
College of Health & 
Urban Affairs:  Nancy 
O’Sullivan Humbert ‘93

Distinguished Alumnus, 
Honors College: Eliot 
Pedrosa ‘95

Distinguished Alumnus, 
College of Law:  Roy R. 
Lustig ‘76

Distinguished Alumnus, 
School of Journalism & 
Mass Communication:  
Princell L. Hair ‘00

making great progress as 
we go along.”

However, FIU is not 
the only school making 
such progress. UCF, which 
has also shown interest in 
developing a medical pro-
gram of their own, will be 
meeting with the Board 
sometime in the coming 
weeks, although their own 
proposal has still not been 
made public. Still, the 
Orlando university’s Board 
of Trustees approved the 
foundation of a biomedi-
cal sciences college in July, 
a move which UCF states  
solidifies their intent to 
gain a medical school. 

FIU has also set up pro-
grams in anticipation of the 
initiative’s approval.The 
Honors College currently 
holds a transfer program 
with USF. Through this 
program, students from the 
Honors College are able to 
study pre-med at USF after 
their third year at FIU.

According to Breslin, 
the expansion of the Health 
and Life Sciences building 
can also be seen as a major 
boost for the proposal, 
show-casing the determi-
nation and potential for 

growth FIU has.
FIU currently has $9.1 

million reserved for the 
medical school and will  
ask for $11.3 million more 
next year. Eventually, 
administrators hope to 
gain $40 million to found 
and construct the new col-
lege, which is expected to 
house research labs, a 400 
seat auditorium, offices and 
centers for medical stu-
dents to train while taking 

their residency.
Still, the growth of these 

programs does not neces-
sarily herald the Board’s 
approval of the school.

“If the legislature says 
yes, it will take two years to 
officially open the school. 
Even then, there is a long 
training time for students 
seeking medical degrees. 
The longer we put this off, 
the longer we’ll be pinched 
by the shortage of doc-

tors,” Breslin said.
President Maidique’s 

presentation will take 
place at 12:30 p.m. in the 
Turlington Building, Tal-
lahasse. Earlier in the day, 
administrators will pres-
ent the case for imple-
menting a Ph.D in Public 
Health at FIU, another 
way for the health sci-
ences program to expand 
and pave the way for a 
medical school.

TAKE A TISSUE: Students work in a lab for FIU’s biomedical program, one of many 
programs put into effect in anticipation of a medical school. COURTESY PHOTO

Are you
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The Beacon office is located in the Graham Center, room 
210 at the University Park campus. Questions regarding 
production and content should be addressed members of the 
editorial and production staffs at 305.348.2709. Questions 
regarding display advertising and billing should be directed to 
the Advertising Manager at 305.348.6994. Mailing address: 
Graham Center, room 210, Miami, FL 33199. Fax number is 
305.348.2712. Biscayne Bay Campus is 305.919.4722. Office 
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Beacon@fiu.edu. Visit us online at: www.beaconnewspaper.
com for more information.
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during the Fall and Spring semesters and once a week 
during Summer B. Advertising inquiries for classified, 
local and national ads may be addressed to our advertis-
ing department in our newsroom.One copy per person. 
Additional copies are 25 cents. The Beacon is not 
responsible for the content of ads. Ad content is the sole 
responsibility of the company or vendor. The Beacon is 
an editorially independent newspaper partially funded by 
Student and Services fees that are appropriated by Student 
Government.
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Start filling your journalism portofilio with clips pub-
lished in The Beacon. We will accept any applicants 
interested in contributing and offer training and coach-
ing. It is essential that you have fresh college clips if 
you want to earn an internship.

Stop by GC 210 or WUC 124 for an application or 
contact Felicidad Garcia at Beaconrecruit@yahoo.com

JOURNALISM STUDENTS: IS YOUR 
PORTFOLIO FEELIN’ KINDA FLIMSY?

Theater’s lack of seats sparks complaints

Enjoy a huge selection of our tasterageous menu with over 50 delicious 
combinations of hot and cold subs prepared fresh.

SPECIAL VALUE

20% OFF
Receive 20% off your order with this ad. Excludes Sub Specials. Not 
valid with any other offer. Limit one coupon per customer visit.

Maximum Value $5.00 

EXPIRES 11/15/04

1553 S.W. 107th Avenue, Miami, Fl • 305-220-7332
Across from the University Park Campus in the University Shopping Center

Hours: Mon - Sat: 8 AM - 10 PM • Sun: 10 AM - 10 PM
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CENTER STAGE: The limited seating at the Wertheim Center for the Arts’ Black Box 
room, currently under renovation, sparked complaints from students. JOHN LOVELL/THE BEACON

Take your career to 
the next level.

Please join us to learn about our graduate business degree programs: 

CoffeeTalks

Wednesday, November 17
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Lobby of the MARC Building
Florida International University
University Park Campus

Use the the 107th Avenue 
entrance; MARC is across from 
the parking garage.

Coffee Talks provides an opportunity for prospective students to
meet informally, enjoy a coffee break, and learn about degree pro-
grams in the Chapman Graduate School of Business. 

At Coffee Talks, you will receive important information about
application and admissions procedures, curriculum content, course
fees, and more.

RSVP: 305.348.3256 or 
http://cba.fiu.edu/web/graduate/infosessions.htm

The business school for South Florida, the Americas, and beyond

By ELIZABETH PROCHET
Contributing Writer
                    
Students and faculty 

scrambled to get tickets on 
Oct. 14 for the FIU the-
ater debut of “Dracula,” 
the first play of the 2004 
school year. However, 
some audience members 
in the crowded theater 
found that they had to 
walk across the stage to get 
to the first available fold-
out chairs, which served 
as extra seating.

“If you’re selling tickets 
for an event, then there 
should be a seat for every 
ticket that’s sold. It’s not 
fair that paying customers 
have to stand and watch 
[the play],” said Yuraisy 
Velazcon, a freshman, 
who attended the Oct. 22 
showing.

The box office and The-
ater Department may not 
be to blame, however, as 
the turn out for the shows 
completely amazed them.

“We released ‘Dracula’ 
because it was during the 
time of Halloween, and 
we thought people would 
go see it, because the story 
of the play is fitting for 
the holiday,” said Marilyn 
Skow, advisor and profes-
sor for the theater pro-
gram. “It really came as 
a surprise to [the theatre 
department]. We were not 
expecting such a huge turn 
out for this production.”

According to Skow, 
this might be the reason 
why there wasn’t enough 
room for the 95 people 
who purchased tickets 

for the October 14-24 
showings. Another could 
be that “Dracula” was 
performed in the “Black 
Box,” a venue used only to 
entertain smal audiences. 
It also provides more flex-
ibility for stage design.

“[The “Black Box” can 
hold] up to 145 people 
but in order to accommo-
date the stage design the 
seating area had to be cut 
back,” Skow said. 

But, according to the 

Theater Department, stu-
dents shouldn’t expect all 
the FIU theatre produc-
tions to be as cramped as 
the first; their next play 
“Romeo and Juliet,” which 
runs Nov. 11 to  21, will be 
held in the second of the 
three rooms for on-stage 
productions, the “Prosce-
nium House.” Although 
the Proscenium House’s 
restricted space limits 
technical stage designs, it 
holds about 235 people, 

significantly more than the 
“Black Box.” 

“Because ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ is more of a popular 
play, we anticipate a larger 
number of guests to come 
and see it,” Skow said. 

There is also a third 
performance room, which 
doesn’t have a specific 
name but it located in DM 
150. This room is mostly 
used by theater students to 
put on much smaller plays 
and rehearsals.
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Certificate Programs
• Tax Law
• Environmental, Land Use, and Real Estate Law
• Advocacy and Dispute Resolution

Joint JD/MBA program with Chapman’s
George L. Argyros School of Business and
Economics

Clinical Programs
• Tax Law
• Elder Law
• Constitutional Litigation
• Appellate Practice

Upcoming Open House events for 
prospective students: 11/20. 

Please RSVP at 877/CHAPLAW.
www.chapman.edu/law

chapman university
school of law

– Compiled by Eric Pena

POLICEBEAT
SATURDAY • NOVEMBER 6

The University Park Department of Public Safety issued a lookout bulletin 
at 6:30 p.m. for a male riding a motor scooter after a female housing resident 
submitted a stalking complaint. The woman reported that the man had been 
following her for the past two months. On this particular day, he struck her car 
with his motor scooter in an attempt to stop and speak with her. 

An officer soon spotted a person fitting the description around SW 16th St. 
and SW 107th Ave. The officer followed the person off  campus and proceeded 
to stop him. He was identified as the man on the lookout bulletin.  The suspect 
was arrested at the scene for stalking and trespassing after a warning.

MONDAY • NOVEMBER 8

The Construction Manager of the Recreation Center telephoned the Depart-
ment of Public Safety, reporting that eight 27” television sets were stolen from 
a room in the Recreation Center between Nov. 4 and Nov. 6. The televisions 
were inside a locked chain-link fence. The Department reported that someone 
had tampered with the locking latch.

WATER WORLD: Students walked on the lake by the Green Library on Nov. 10 
for the School of Architecture’s annual “Walk on Water” event in which they 
used the skills they learned in class to create devices that helped them cross the 
lake. RYAN WAXBERG/THE BEACON

Hurry in and pick up 
an application today!

Stop by GC 210 
or WUC 124. 

Paid positions are 
now available for 
Beat Reporters
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STABBING, from page 1

NEWS

Students question univeristy’s handling of stabbing incident

SCENE OF THE INCIDENT: The stabbing incident which took place at the UP Apartments’ J building on 
Nov. 9 left many students wondering “Where’s the info?” JOHN LOVELL/THE BEACON
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s you get behind the wheel, why not put the “pedal to the metal” and let your dreams take off? American
Honda’s National Trainee Program will take you on a 13-month trip around the company and give you tools for a
career in the automotive industry. Your training will be based in Torrance, California, with extended assignments
at other Honda locations throughout the country.

Upon completing the Program, get ready for an exciting and rewarding career in one of the
following areas:

• Customer Relations       • Parts            • Service        • Sales Consulting

A Bachelor’s degree and three years of prior work experience are strongly preferred. We’re looking for creative
thinkers, self-starters, and team players with superior multi-tasking abilities. Strong interpersonal, communication,
and presentation skills are essential, along with proficiency in MS Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. You must also be
able to relocate and travel extensively. Automotive familiarity and customer service experience is a big plus.

American Honda offers competitive salaries, comprehensive benefits, car leasing/purchasing benefits and
opportunities for growth. Please send your resume and salary history to: National Trainee Program, American
Honda Motor Co., Inc., 1919 Torrance Blvd., M/S: 100-1C-3A, Torrance, CA 90501-2746. Fax: (310) 783-2110
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THINK OUTSIDE FOUR 

PERPENDICULAR SIDES 

ON A GEOME TRICALLY 

SQUARED BASE. 

It takes ingenuity, teamwork and a great deal of effort to pull

off some of the high-profile engineering projects being done

in the United States Air Force. Engineers who come aboard

are immediately put on the fast track and have advancement

opportunities typically not found in the private sector. From

weapons systems and space station materials to the next

generation of X-planes, whatever the project is, it’s always

fresh, always important and always cutting edge. If this

sounds like something you might be interested in, visit our

Web site at AIRFORCE.COM or call us at 1-800-423-USAF to

request more information.

©2004 Paid for by the U.S. Air Force. All rights reserved.
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they could’ve done a better job 
keeping the people out of the 
building who shouldn’t have 
been there. There were people 
everywhere,” Rahmes said.

However, some of the resi-
dents did have reservations 
regarding the University offi-
cials’ handling of the incident.

 “[The administrat ion] 
refused to tell us any details 
about what was going on. We 
didn’t know if there was a killer 
on the loose or if it was self-
inflicted or what,” said Melanie 
Hesbacher, a resident of the 
Apartment’s J Building.

“All they told us was to not 
worry. They want to give an 
impression of ‘community’ here, 
but I felt like we weren’t being 
told the whole story; the stu-
dents here want to be informed 

because we do care for one 
another. Also, I haven’t heard 
any updates, either, except for 
what was being shown on the 
news,” she said. 

The day after the incident, 
Dr. Rosa Jones, vice president 
for student affairs and human 
resources, released a memoran-
dum to the housing community 
outlining the events.

It stated that: “The Uni-
versity Police Department is 
actively investigating the situ-
ation…and at this time [is] not 
pursuing a second person.”

It also told residents that 
they would receive more infor-
mation as it was made avail-
able.

Members of the adminis-
tration declined to comment, 
citing the open status of the 
case with the Department of 
Public Safety.

Psssst...what’s the buzz?
Know of any interesting events happening on 

campus? Have a good story to share?

Stop by GC 210 or WUC 124 to 
let us know!

11-15-04.indd   5 11/13/04   5:59:51 PM



QUOTEABLES
“It’s really fascinating if you’re like the biggest geek in the 

world.”
– Tom Hanks, actor, on the intense technology used 

in his latest fi lm, The Polar Express, in an interview with 
David Letterman.

“It’s so long and boring and so diffi cult to get right.”
– Hugh Grant, actor, on the process of acting, spe-

cifi cally in his new fi lm, Bridget Jones’s Diary: The Edge of 
Reason.

“All the people who went on it knew what they were up for.
They had a personality that could cope, and they quite liked 
the fact that the rest of Britain would be watching.”   

– Tracey Cox, co-host of Sex Inspectors, defending the 
concept of his new reality show that analyzes the sexual 
performance of real couples and offers advice.

“His dream, that of a world tour, was never realized. His 
fan base was so strong here, and because of that he would have 
been proud to receive this.”

– Priscilla Presley, widow of Elvis Presley, during an 
acceptance speech for a British music award on behalf of 
her deceased husband.

Alejandra Diaz Editor In Chief • John Lovell Managing Editor • Alicia Bustamante Opinion Editor

OPINION  

Letters to the Editor must be dropped off in GC 210 at the 
University Park campus, WUC 124 at the Biscayne Bay Campus 
or sent to beacon@fi u.edu. Letters must include the writer’s 
full name, year in school, major/department and a valid phone 
number for verifi cation purposes. If brought in to an offi ce, a 
legitimate ID may be accepted instead of a phone number. The 
Beacon reserves the right to edit letters for clarity and/or spacing 
constraints. Letters must adhere to a maximum of 400 words.

SEND US YOUR LETTERS

Total participants: 68
Cast your vote at www.beaconnewspaper.com

WINNER & LOSER

C

D

WINNER
Madonna: The pop-star turned children’s book author 
is celebrating her deal to make a fi fth book, one that 
has a dog teach that money does not equal happiness. 
A book about a wealthy, hypocritical, self-important cat 
is still in the works.

LOSER
Cartwheeling kids: A California elementary school 
suspended a student for performing cartwheels during 
recess, because it is a dangerous safety concern. To 
follow suit, many schools will try sanding down all sharp 
edges found in nature.

• Yes. I’ve taken one too many classes/ I didn’t do well on a 
midterm.

19%

The drop date is approaching soon, will 
you be taking advantage of it?

• No. I’ve done well in all of my classes up to this point.

43%

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

   •  I can’t. Even if I’m not doing well, I need the credits to graduate or    
    for fi nancial aid requirements.

31%

7%

• Midterms? I thought those were fi nals!

Trivalities of life don’t bother student
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By JOSE APARICIO
Staff Writer

We seem to have reached 
a half-way point, and after so 
many tests and papers, I just 
feel like sleeping in the fetal 
position in my bed all day. This 
extends to much more than 
just school though. I mean, I 
don’t feel like going to work. 
I’m in an existential dilemma 
where I’m wondering if any 
of this has any meaning at all, 
and I wonder why I should 
keep going.

But these are things we 
must do, things we are used 
to doing day in and day out, 
like lab rats, and a degree is 
our cheese. It’s never the big 
things that make us go crazy. 
It’s all the trivial little things 
that get to us. 

It’s stopping at the gas sta-
tion for cigarettes and gas. The 

gas costs $2.20 a gallon and 
they don’t have the cigarettes 
I want. It’s driving around for 
20 minutes to find a parking 
spot on the fifth floor, and then 
the garage elevator doesn’t 
work. It’s climbing down the 
five flights of stairs to realize  
that I  forgot my lighter, which 
is on top of the book I need 
for class, which I placed in the 
seat next to me in the car so I 
wouldn’t forget it. 

Now I’m running late for 
class and can’t get a cup of that 
nasty coffee they sell at school. 
Now because I was late,  the 
girl from class with the pretty 
smile is talking to someone 
else. With no caffeine in my 
system, and after the long walk, 
I fall asleep in class and miss 
most of the notes. Sweaty, tired 
and annoyed, I lose a little 
more of my sanity. 

But the day doesn’t stop 

there. There is traffic on the 
way home, and I can’t find the 
CD I want to hear. Once home, 
I find out that the financial aid 
check still hasn’t arrived. 

I am hungry, and I grab a 
Coke from the kitchen. I put 
the Coke in a cup with lots of 
ice and head off to study. As 
I sit down the Coke spills all 
over me and onto the floor, 
leaving it feeling like a movie 
theater’s floor and leaving my 
crotch feeling like ...  a wet 
crotch. Then I bend over to 
tie my shoe, and the shoelace 
breaks.

The hunger strikes harder 
now, but I only have $5 to 
last until Friday, and it’s only 
Tuesday. Now the question 
becomes: Do I want food, or 
do I want to buy cigarettes 
tomorrow? Opting for the cig-
arettes means it’s another night 
of Ramen noodles. Heating 
them up I realize there is no 
clean silverware, so the noodles 
go cold as I find and wash a 
fork. Sitting down to eat cold 
food in sticky, cold pants, there 
is nothing to watch on TV. 

Finally, it’s time to start 
studying. I slip out of my sticky 
pants and sit down at the desk 
to get some work done. Then 
I realize that I left my books 
in the car. After looking for 
my keys for an hour, I finally 
get my books out of the car 
and begin to study. As I begin 
to read and take notes, my pen 
runs out of ink. 

So, remember this next time 
you sit down to write a paper 
or study: When you work on 
the computer constantly save 
your work.  

Make sure your pen has 
plenty of ink, and don’t let 
the trivialities of life get to 
you. Remember to laugh; it’s 
better than crying when things 
go pear shape. 
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TRUE LOVE: In Phillip M. Church’s modern rendition of Shakespere’s classic 
play, the famous star-crossed lovers are now faced with racial and religious 
descriminiation. COURTSY PHOTOS

KNIFE FIGHT: The classic characters of Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet” preapre for a heated duel. In this modern adaptation, the two familes are feuding because of ethnic differences.
 COURTESY PHOTO

Romeo and Juliet 

By BETSY MARTINEZ
Staff Writer

Professor Phillip M. Church 
sits on the edge of the stage 
dressed in black. When he gives 
stage directions, his hands twirl in 
the air like dizzy ballerinas. Scene 
after scene, the silhouettes of 
the actors on stage reflect in  his 
oval-shaped glasses. At the end of 
rehearsal, 30 pairs of ears listen 
to every word of his constructive 
criticism.     

Church has remastered Shake-
speare’s most celebrated love 
story, “Romeo and Juliet,” and 
it is the upcoming attraction at 
University Park’s Wertheim Per-
forming Arts Center.

The new uncoventional pro-
duction is set in a modern-day 
American city. Romeo (Jaren 
Rivas) is a young high school 
student and son to a wealthy 
American oil baron. He fights for 
the love of Juliet (Chrissie Fit), 
the teenage daughter of a pros-
perous Iranian art investor. 

This story of love and hate, 
although slightly twisted, comes 
at a significant moment in our 
history. 

 “I think it’s going to be a 
great play, because it focuses 
on the issues that are affecting 

America today. Our generation 
can definitely identify,” said 
Damion Rochester, who plays 
Mercutio.  

Church admits that his inspi-
ration came from an article he 
recently read in the Miami Herald 
about a U.S. soldier who fell 
in love with an Iraqi woman. 
According to Church, their love 
for each other was so powerful 
that they fled the country and 
married in Germany. 

 “It’s theater with a message. 
The audience will leave feeling 
like they gained something. It’s 
exciting to present an old story 
in a new light,” said Fit. 

 The newfound love between 
Romeo and Juliet deepens along 
with the between the two feuding 
families, the Montagues and the 
Capulets. 

Hoping for a resolution, 
Doctor Lawrence (Kris Carde-
nas), and Juliet’s Native Ameri-
can nurse (LaVonne Canfield), 
intervene with inellectual and 
spiritual powers to settle the 
catastrophe. 

 “This is a production that is 
trying to heal the space between 
East and West. If we could feel 
it, we could heal it. I truly feel 
that the Native American spirit 
could perform that healing,” said 

Church. 
Despite their passionate 

struggle, the destiny of these 
star-crossed lovers is ultimately 
sealed. They leave the audience 
with the striking reminder that 
hatred can lead to the tragic loss 
of innocence.  

“There are many important 
issues being addressed in this pro-
duction,” said Abel Conejo, the 
production business manager.

Church’s new version of the 
old love story offers a variety of 
newly tooled scenes. 

They include a barbecue party 
scene for a soldier returning from 
the war in Iraq, an ancient Persian 
party scene, and a graden scene 
instead of the famous balcony 
scene.

“It is not about religion. 
It really is about the absence 
of respect and understanding 
toward a culture that is foreign 
and alien. It’s a huge task, but we 
will be achieving it with honesty,” 
said Church.

The performance will be run-
ning from Nov. 11 to 24. Show 
times are Thursday through Sat-
urday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2 
p.m. General admission is $10, 
and student admission is $8. 

For more information call the 
box office at (305) 348-3789.

with a twist
Interracial couple struggles in 
modern  American setting
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LET’S DANCE: Professor Soledade, a native of Brazil, came to FIU 
to teach his passion, Afriacan Diasporic dance. COURTSY PHOTO

To avoid losing your car in the  
campus parking garages, note the 
level (1 through 5) and section (A 
through D), in which you parked.

The Graham Center presents Simone De 
Benard Mass’s artwork which consists of a 
chastity belt (above) and  figures of vaginas.

Brazilian professor brings unique 
perspective to dance program
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By LEIF ELLIOTT 
Contributing Writer

 “Brazilian culture, in 
general, loves dance,” 
said Augusto Soledade, 
dance  profes sor  and 
choreographer. Born in 
Bahia in northern Brazil, 
it is not surprising that he 
was drawn to a career in 
dance. 

He always had an artis-
tic inclination and dabbled 
the visual arts--- painting, 
drawing, and sculpting--- 
before choosing dance. 

Journalism was his 
first career choice, and he 
received his journalism 
degree from the Federal 
University of Bahia. 

Yet after initial on-the-
job experience, life as a 
journalist did not hold the 
same appeal. 

Therefore, he redi-
rected his energy toward a 
dance career and returned 
to the same university for 
a dance degree. 

Soledade cited Clyde  
Morgen, American chore-
ographer and dance profes-
sor as his main counselor, 
who helped him to pursue 
his dance career. 

In 1995, he came to 
the U.S. and attended 
SUNY Brockport, where 
he received his M.F.A. in 
dance. 

After completing his 
graduate studies, he 
undertook what he con-
siders to be his greatest 
accomplishment--- the 
formation of the Brazz 
Dance Theater. 

It is a dance com-
pany comprised of his 
former students who 
travel throughout the 
country performing a 
fusion of Afro-Brazil-
ian and contemporary 
dance. 

Since receiving his 
M.F.A., he has taught 
and performed at sev-
eral schools throughout 
the country, including 
Wells College, the Uni-
versity of Rochester and 
Smith College.  

Soledade explained 
that he came to FIU 
because the position 
required someone who 
specialized in African 
Diasporic dance, his 
major research interest. 

He is committed to 
teaching and promoting 
African Diasporic dance, 
because he feels that the 
contributions of Afri-
can cultures to dance 
have been severely mini-
mized. 

One of his classes this 
semester, African Dias-
pora III, focuses  Afro-
Brazilian traditions. He 

is also teaching a modern 
dance course using Afro-
fusion dance techniques 
and a performance studies 
course, which teaches stu-
dents to understand perfor-
mance.

When asked about his 
future goals ,  Soledade 
expressed his sincere hope 
that FIU students will show 
an interest in and an appre-
ciation for the arts. 

He will do his part to 
help promote the dance 
and theatre program as he 
and his students perform 
at the Faculty Concert, 
March 4 -6 and 11-13. 

Several of Soledad’s 
Brazz Dance Theater 
members will visit this 
spring to perform through-
out South Florida as he 
becomes more engaged in 
the community.
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WORKING OUT: Exercising at least 30 mintues a day five to seven days week would be 
beneficial to Americans. COURTESY PHOTO 

Remember, calories still count
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Some issues were not 

up for debate. Americans 
are too fat. We don’t eat 
enough fruits and vegeta-
bles. And we have no idea 
what a normal “portion” 
looks like. Other topics 
were the right news at the 
right time: We need to get 
off our duffs and exercise 
at least 30 minutes five to 
seven days a week. 

We could save this 
nation a heck of a lot of 
money and health woes if 
we would better integrate 
nutrition therapies into 
medical care.

Still, there was much to 
be debated at the recent 
Food and  Nutr i t ion 
Conference sponsored 
by the American Dietetic 
Association _ the larg-
est organization of nutri-
tion professionals in the 
world.

This country is cur-
rently engaged in a low-
carb craze. Based on what 
we know now, what would 
you say to Americans who 
struggle to lose weight?

Read my lips: “Calories 
still count.” Problem is, 
very few people in this 
great country seem to 
know what a calorie IS. 
For the record, calories 
are units of energy your 
body derives from food. 
Calories are found in pro-
tein, fat, carbohydrates 

and alcohol. If you put 
more calories into your 
body than it needs for 
energy, the excess will be 
converted to fat.

You make the point that 
calories count. Yet even 
experts agree that after 
three to six months on any 
type of diet, most people 
“plateau” and find it dif-
ficult to lose more weight. 
Is this a vast right-wing 
conspiracy?

Blame your body. After 
a certain period of weight 
loss, it tries to compensate 
by trying to hold on to 
whatever fat it has left. If 
you give up at this point, 
you’ll probably regain the 
weight you lost. 

Stay on course with 
your diet and shake up 
your exercise routine a bit 
(like adding weight lifting) 
to convince your fat to 
surrender.

Researchers  at  the 
recent Food and Nutrition 
Conference told pregnant 
women to eat more fish to 
enhance the brain develop-
ment of their offspring. 
Yet mercury poisoning is a 
very real threat from fish. 
How do you justify this 
recommendation?

Fish is the best source of 
DHA _ an omega-3 fatty 
acid necessary for brain 
and eye development in 
growing babies. You can 
also get omega-3 fats in 
plant foods like flax seed, 
flax oil and walnuts. Fish, 

however, is the best source 
of pre-formed DHA, the 
type best incorporated 
into growing brains. Fish 
like salmon, tuna, trout, 
sardines and halibut are 
good sources of DHA. 
It is true that pregnant 
women should not eat big 
fish like shark, swordfish, 
king mackerel or tilefish, 
according to the latest 
warning by the Food 
and Drug Administration 
(bigger fish accumulate 
more mercury). 

However, women can 
safely eat up to 12 ounces 
of other fish each week.

Do you believe this 
country needs more nuts? 
If so, how many and what 
kind?

Research has found 
that a handful of nuts 
like almonds, Brazil nuts, 
cashews, hazelnuts, pecans, 
pistachios, walnuts and 
even peanuts a few times 
a week can help control 
blood pressure, lower cho-
lesterol and may even help 
reduce the risk for some 
cancers. Walnuts are par-
ticularly high in linolenic 
acid _ the healthful omega-
3 fat found in fish. 

A coalition of experts 
recommend we eat about 
an ounce of nuts four or 
five times a week for the 
health benefits. One ounce 
is about 23 almonds, 28 
peanuts, or eight walnut 
halves. And don’t forget 
to count the calories!

GRAMMAR 
NERDS UNITE!

Do you like meticulously picking 
out gramatical errors in essays?

Then we have a job for you!
Come apply at The Beacon 

to be a 
Copy Editor. 

Apply today in GC 210 or 
WUC 124. 
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2004
homecoming

 10

WEEKLY FESTIVITIES: FIU kicked off the 2004 homecoming 
festivities at U.P. Campus on Nov. 5 with foulmouthed 
comedian Carlos Mencia (top, center). On Nov. 10, students 
began voting for homecoming court candidates (left and right) 
and were treated to a free Barbecue in the GC fountain (bottom 
and center). ALL PHOTOS, JESSICA MARSHALL/THE BEACON (EXCEPT WHERE NOTED)

LUIS NIN/THE BEACON

Homecoming11-15-04.indd   1 11/13/04   1:56:22 PM



and the winners are…

2004
the beacon photography special.november 15, 2004
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Homecoming King & Queen
Raynard Morgan & Jessica Franchi-Alfaro

SPIRIT PARADE: On Friday Nov. 12, hundreds of eager students waited near the 107th 
Ave. entrance to greet the parade entourage of decorated floats and the homecoming 
candidates who marched from Coral Park High School to FIU (bottom). On Nov. 13, the 
Golden Panthers’ John Haritan tackles a Georgia Southern Player (above). The Panthers 
lost, 53-32. GEOFF ANDERSON/SPECIAL TO THE BEACON (TOP) JESSICA MARSHALL/THE BEACON (BOTTOM)

Lawn Decorations

Lip Sync

Banner

Parade

Alpha Xi Delta & 
Sigma Alpha Mu

Delta Phi Epsilon & 
Pi Kappa Phi

Tau Kappa Epsilon & 
Sigma Sigma Sigma

Pi Kapp Phi & 
Delta Phi Epsilon

Homecoming Prince & Princess
Laz Diaz & Chaz-Lit Droguett

Homecoming11-15-04.indd   2 11/13/04   4:33:02 PM
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Teach in Japan!
Aeon Corp. is recruiting

individuals to teach English
in one of our 280 schools
located throughout Japan.

Please send a resume and
1 pg. essay titled “Why I
want to Live and Work in
Japan” by 11/26/04 to:

AEON
230 Park Ave., #1000
 New York, NY 10169

Or E-mail application
materials to:

aeonnyc@aeonet.com
*Word or PDF only

www.aeonet.com

• Competitive Salary
• Housing Assistance
• Furnished Apartment

Recruiting in
Tampa

Decemeber 5, 2004
Spring 04 grads earning BA/BS

Third straight conference title

You’ve just completed four years of college and the last thing you want to do is end 
up in a mindless job. At Ernst & Young we challenge our employees from the start 
and then encourage them to grow throughout their career. We offer some of the 
best professional development programs in the country. And we’ve built an inclusive
environment—one that Fortune® magazine has recognized as one of the “100 Best
Companies To Work For” six years in a row. So if you’re not interested in starting at
the bottom, think about starting at one of the Top 100. ey.com/us/careers

At Ernst & Young the climb starts here.
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By NIKOLAY OREKHOV
Staff Writer

Fans packed the stands 
of the FIU Soccer Stadium 
on Nov. 12 for the Golden 
Panthers home season 
finale.

In an attempt  to reclaim 
the conference title for the 
third consecutive year, 
FIU had to defeat tough 
opponent No. 14 ranked 
Hartwick College. 

The Golden Panthers  
came  out ready to play and 
practically won the match 
in the first period when the 
team piled up three goals 
during an eight-minute 
stretch. FIU finished the 
game defeating Hartwick 
3-1.

“We were all over the 
place in all facets of the 
game. Offensively we were 
creating things. Defen-
sively, as a team we were 
giving them nothing,” said 
head coach Karl Kremser 
after the game.

With the win,  the 
Golden Panthers won the 
conference title for the 
third consecutive season 
and improved to 11-5 and 
5-0 in the ASC play; the 
Hawks dropped to (13-3-
3) overall and (4-1-0) in 
the conference.

FIU jumped out to 
a 1-0 lead in the 19th 
minute of the match when 
Carron Williams received a 
great pass from Oscar Gil, 
dribbled past defenders 
and scored his first of two 
goals on the night. 

Then, just over two 
minutes later, the same 
tandem found the net once 
more at the 20:41 mark. 
Williams took a pass inside 
the box and kicked it past 
the goalkeeper. 

The two goals by Wil-
liams gave him eight for 
the year and put him atop 
his team in goals scored.

The Golden Panthers 

sealed the victory with 
Bobby Boswell’s third goal 
in as many games, which 
came on a monster header 
off of a corner kick from 
Jared Rose in the 26th 
minute. 

The Hawks bare ly 
avoided a fourth straight 
shutout on FIU’s behalf, 
as they scored their lone 
goal of the game during 
the 60th minute. 

Adam Mi t ch in son 
recorded his fourth goal 
of the season to snap the 

Golden Panthers’ shutout 
streak, when he connected 
on a header that resulted 
from a free kick at the top 
of the box. 

Golden Panther goal-
keeper Shawn Crowe fin-
ished with three saves.

“I’m very pleased that 
we won, very pleased that 
we’re going into the tour-
nament, but we need to 
work on finishing and 
playing a complete game, 
rather than just one half,” 
Kremser said.

Next for FIU, the team 
will travel to South Caro-
lina, who they have never 
defeated in the previous 
five meetings. 

The Golden Panthers 
will return home and watch 
the NCAA soccer tourna-
ment selection show on 
ESPNEWS.

Between 4 and 5 p.m. 
on Nov. 15 at Gracie’s 
Grill, fans will be wel-
come to join the team to 
celebreate with player and 
coaches.

CHAMPS: The team clinched the conference title with a 
3-1 win over Hartwick. JESSICA MARSHALL/ THE BEACON
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SIMMS, from page 15

BASKETBALL FANS...
Look for a full preview of the men’s and 
women’s basketball teams in Thursday’s 

edition of The Beacon.

work hard and that education was most 
important,” Simms said.  “But when she 
saw I was for real about playing basket-
ball, she supported me all the way.”

Named to all-state team as a senior, 
all-league twice, and four times all-county. 
Simms led his team to an 18-8 record and 
the school’s first division championship in 
over 20 years.

“I was one of the premiere players in 
high school, and my team always relied on 
me to win.  It has helped me to be a more 
aggressive player now,” Simms said.

Thanks to his playing skills in high 
school and growing stature, Simms 
started to be recruited by Rutgers, 
Niagara, Seton Hall, and FIU in tenth 
grade.

“[Former head coach Donnie Mar-
shall] started recruiting me since my 
sophomore year,” Simms said. “I liked 
the university and realized that none of 
those other schools were the proper fit 
for me.”

After playing  small and power for-
wards  in high school, Simms must make 
a transition to center in college. 

 Coming into the Fall semester out of 

shape, Simms hit the weight room and 
lost 20 pounds to prepare him for the 
physically daunting task of defending the 
paint in Division I basketball.

“I knew that around here, I couldn’t 
get away with the little elbows and stuff 
I used to do.  I had to be stronger,”  he 
said.

Someone who has helped Simms make 
the transition has is senior center Byron 
Burnett.

“[Byron Burnett] used to dominate 
me in practice, because I used to be too 
upright when guarding him.  He told me 
to get low when defending in the post, 
and now, I don’t get pushed around,” 
Simms said.

The team will base part of its strategy 
on the athletic ability of the big men due 
to the lack of size. On defense, they will 
trap the baseline and the paint to not 
allow anyone on one match ups.  On 
offense, they will run a full court game 
that will consist of fast breaks and pushing 
the ball down the floor.

Simms will have a big impact on this 
type of offense.  With the experience of 
playing the small and power forward, 
Simms is used to running down the floor 

and using his athleticism.
“I feel I have the quickest feet of all 

the big men; I know I can bring a lot of 
energy when I’m out there.  My coaches 
told me to do whatever it takes to get the 
job done.”

With new coach Sergio Rouco at the 
helm, the FIU players have a new focus.

“There’s no more joking around.  All 
the two and three year players are sick of 
losing.  The atmosphere is very tense and 
no one is taking days off.”

With tough opponents like UConn 
(University of Connecticut) and a new 
young core of players, the Golden Pan-
thers will take the floor with a new plan 
and a new mind set.

Simms’s ability has convinced the 
squad, and they trust that he will serve 
as a crucial backup to Burnett. Since the 
beginning of training camp, Rouco has 
watched Simms’ development with inter-
est and is pleased with the results.

“He’s our most improved player,” 
Rouco said. “It’s tough for a freshman to 
come in a Division I program and pick up 
things right away, but he has. We expect 
a lot of him, and we are not treating him 
as a freshman.” 

Rouco on Simms: “We expect a lot of him” 

  The Florida International University College of Law invites you to attend 
any one of our 2004-2005 Recruitment Season Open House Events. At each of 
these events, you will have the opportunity to meet with members of our faculty 
and administrative team in a relaxed and informal setting.
   Your questions concerning our admissions policies and procedures, financial aid, 
academic curriculum, student services and professional opportunities available to 
the FIU College of Law Student will be addressed.
  To RSVP for any of these events please call 305-348-8006 or visit our web site at 
http://law.fiu.edu/admissions/recruiting.htm
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IRON WOMEN: Vogel is the only Golden Panther to play in every 
game and martch this season.  GEOFF ANDERSON/SPECIAL TO THE BEACON

JOBS

CLASSIFIED

Females wanted ages 15-25 years old 
to participate in an HPV vaccine Clinical 
Trail that may help in the prevention of 
cervical cancer.  You will receive gyneco-
logical care free of charge and you may 
receive reimbursement up to $50/visit 

for 10 visits.  For more details call: Iliana 
or Betty at (305) 243-5832.

Auto Cad Drafter
Fire Alarm design knowledge needed.

Fax resume to 305-662-3718

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Spring Break in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
VIP Passes, airfare, hotel, & more. Limited 

Seats Available
Earn a free trip; Call 305.861.0778

www.springbreakbrazil.com

GET RID OF A BAD HABIT
ON A NEW TV SHOW

SEND US YOUR NAME, HABIT DESCRIP-
TION, AND CONTACT INFO

TO TALENTDAYS@YAHOO.COM

Laura Vogel talks volleyball, 
Brad Pitt and Panthersoft

By XAVIER VILLAMARZO
Staff Writer

Junior Laura Vogel has been 
an emotional and statistical 
leader this season for the rela-
tively young women’s volleyball 
team. 

She has shown prowess and 
versatility on the court, record-
ing a total of 207 kills, 120 digs, 
26 service aces and 76 total 
blocks. 

On game night, she is always 
composed and intimidating, but 
after having a chat with her, you 
will see that she’s just a sweet 
Virginia girl who enjoys Brad 
Pitt, country music and peanut 
butter (probably all at the same 
time).

Q: Describe yourself in 
three words?

A: Compassionate, motivated, 
and sweet.

Q: What is the biggest dif-
ference between Miami and 
your hometown of Mechanic-
sville, Virginia?

A: Population and cultural 
diversity.

Q: Where are there better 
looking guys, Miami or Vir-
ginia?

A: In Miami, but they’re also 
much shorter.

Q: What is the corniest 
pick-up line you’ve ever had 
thrown at you?

A: “Are you tired? Oh, 
because you’ve been running 
through my mind all day.”

Q: What CD currently spin-
ning in your CD player?

A: Rascal Flatts [country 
music].

Q: Let’s suppose that your 
house caught on fire. All your 
family is safe, and you can only 
go back inside the house for 
three possessions, what would 

they be?
A: Pictures, cell phone, not 

much, because I’m not mate-
rialistic.

Q: If you could have dinner 
with two people, living or 
deceased, who would they 
be?

A: Jesus and Brad Pitt
Q: What’s one thing that 

most people would be sur-
prised to know about you?

A: I have a twin that has a 
completely different personal-
ity.

Q: Do you have any guilty 
pleasures?

A: Procrastination and eating 
crunchy peanut butter right out 
of the jar.

Q: List three things you like 
about FIU.

A: It’s in Florida. It has a 
beautiful campus, and it’s inter-
national.

Q: List three things you 
hate about FIU.

A: Panthersoft, 8:00 a.m. 
classes, and lack of student sup-
port for the athletes.

Q: What is your most 
embarrassing moment?

A: Whenever I trip and fall 
on the volleyball court, which 
happens a lot. 

Q: Describe this volley-
ball season in one word or 
phrase.

A: Work-in-progress.

Q: What has been your 
best individual moment of the 
season?

A: My performance in our 
win against Denver.

Q: Finish this sentence: 
“With a million dollars I 
would …”

A: Give some to my church, 
buy a brand new Hummer and 
go on vacation with my family 
and friends. 

Q: Finish this sentence: “If 
I wasn’t playing volleyball 
…”

A: I’d be playing soccer.
Q: Finish this sentence: 

“When I’m the on the court 
I feel …”

A: Excited and ready to kick 
some [expletive].

Q: Finish this sentence: 
“When I’m with my team, I 
feel …”

A: Like I’m with my family.
Q: First words that come to 

your head when you hear the 
following names:

-Cookie Stevens [Coach]-
Power and intimidations

- Oksana Zabalueva [Out-
side hitter, second on team in 
total kills, roommate]-Crazy 
Russian, quiet, amazing player, 
strong, hits the crap out of the 
ball.

- Dyionna Smith [setter and 
team assist leader]-Quick and 
smart with sets.

Laura Vogel’s volleyball team superlatives list
TEAM 

CLOWN
 

MYRIAM RODNEY

BEST 
DRESSED

 

WHITNEY KENNEY

BIGGEST 
FLIRT

LAUREN STAHOSKI

NEXT 
EINSTEIN

 

CALEY VENN 

MOST LIKELY TO 
APPEAR ON “COPS”

LAUREN STAHOSKI

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Free Midwifery School

A 2yr.post nursing program or A 3yr direct entry program Fla. Approved
$100 dollar monthly lab fee plus cost of books and uniforms.

Miami Maternity Center 140 NE 119 St Open house Nov 28 7:30pm 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“Make money watching T.V.”
Full-time/Part-time, work in the new field of video. 
Transcription and closed captioning. Work at your 

home or our office. Please email resume at our North 
Miami Location.

Blueresumes@aol.com
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WASTED EFFORT: Despite 139 rushing yards and a couple of touchdowns by Rashod Smith, the 
Golden Panthers were unable to win the homecoming game. GEOFF ANDERSON/SPECIAL TO THE BEACON

FIU loses fourth straight

NEW BLOOD: Kenny Simms has scored 
19 points in two preseason games. Rouco 
expects Simms to play big minutes and 

SPORTS
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Rouco to count 
on rookie Simms
for big minutes

By ALDEN GONZALEZ
Staff Writer

During the wear and tear of 
four straight losing seasons, it 
has been tough for the FIU’s 
men’s basketball team to find 
a positive outlook.

 But with the season kick-
ing off this Friday, new coach 
Sergio Rouco along with his 
recruiting class, hope thing can 
change.

One of those new hopes 
stands six and a half feet tall and 
carries a Colgate smile – Kenny 
Simms.

The New Jersey native comes 
to South Florida, offering a 
light at the end of the tunnel 
for the basketball program. 

Despite being a freshman, 
great things are expected of 
Simms.

“[We expect] a little bit of 
everything from him,” said 
Rouco. “He’s done well in the 

exhibition games, and we expect 
him to play a lot of minutes.”

Along with new recruits for-
ward Ismael N’Diaye (power for-
ward) and guards Cesar Chavez, 
Carlos Taylor and Alan Guyton, 
the Golden Panthers hope to 
rebound from a disappointing 
5-22 season where they went 
1-13 against teams in the Sun 
Belt Conference.

Simms comes from Jackson 
Memorial High School, in New 
Jersey where he averaged 18 
points, 12 rebounds, and four 
blocked shots as a senior.  

Born in Queens, New York to 
Alfio and Doidro, Simms took 
on basketball at a very young age 
and gradually developed into a 
complete player.  

With great support from his 
mother, he pursued his dream to 
play at the next level.

“[My mom] always told me to 

See SIMMS, page 13

By ANDRES CORDERO
Staff Writer

 
The triple-option attack 

of Georgia Southern exposed 
the FIU run defense, rush-
ing 74 times for 440 yards 
en route to a 53-32 trounc-
ing of the Golden Panthers 
in FIU Stadium. 

The Eagles (9-2) spoiled 
FIU’s homecoming celebra-
tion, handing FIU a fourth 
consecutive loss as the home 
team drops to 2-5 on the 
year.

“It feels like we’ve been 
here before,” said head 
coach Don Strock after the 
game.

The Golden Panthers 
second-half woes continue 
to plague a team that’s aver-
aging just over 28 points 
per game, while allowing 
opponents an average of 
nearly 36. 

FIU gave up a half time 
lead for the third time in 
four games, this time spoil-
ing a 25-17 advantage at the 
midpoint.

Led by quarterback Chaz 
Williams, Georgia South-
ern’s offense gained 535 
total yards on 89 plays, 
totaling for five touchdowns 
on the ground and one on 
the air.

“That offense may be 
the toughest in America to 

defend,” said Strock. “I doubt 
we’ll see an offense like that 
again.”

Running the unorthodox 
triple-option, Williams man-
aged to complete just 4 of 10 
passes for 95 yards through 
the air but had a hand in four 
Georgia Southern touchdowns, 
running three in himself and 
throwing for a fourth. 

The Eagles  added a defen-
sive score on a Josh Padrick 
interception taken back 70 yards 
by linebacker A. J. Bryant.

Georgia Southern’s 53 points 
is the second most allowed 
by FIU this season behind 
the 56 put forth by New 
Mexico State on October 
30. That adds up to 109 
points allowed in the last 
two games.

“We knew they were going 
to score points,” Strock said. 
“We knew we had to score 
points. Obviously, we came 
up short.”

Rashod Smith and Josh 
Padrick put up good num-
bers for the Golden Panthers. 
Smith gained 139 yards and 
scored two touchdowns on 
20 carries for FIU. 

Padrick threw for 281 
yards and two touchdowns 
but blemished his perfor-
mance with two intercep-
tions.

“We have to come out 
and finish games and learn 

how to finish people,” Smith 
said in the post-game confer-
ence.

“It’s really disappoint-
ing,” added John Haritan, 
the team’s leading tackler. 
“They are a great program. 
We played well in the first half, 
but in the second [we] just let 
it slip away.”

The Golden Panthers hopes 
for a first winning season will 
have to wait until at least 
2005. The loss clinches FIU’s 
third straight sub-.500 season 
since the programs inception 
in 2001.
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IS THIS YOU?

IF YOU THINK YOU CAN GET AWAY WITH
ILLEGALLY TRAFFICKING IN MOVIES, THINK AGAIN.

LAWSUITS BEGIN THIS WEEK.
Pursuant to the Copyright Act (17 U.S.C. Section 504(c)), statutory damages can be as much 

as $30,000 per motion picture, and up to $150,000 per motion picture if the infringement is willful.
© 2004 Motion Picture Association of America, Inc.
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