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I found that, at the Career Fair, there’s been a lot of 
interesting places...wonderful places to get experience. 
I’ve had a wonderful time. 

“ Rayaad Dinally, Student 

BBC News:
Language Skills 
Test requirements 
change. 3

RAINBOW AT WORK: Maya Angelou spoke about diveristy, the power of 
people’s influences and her tough childhood in rural Arkansas.. JESSICA MARSHALL/THE BEACON

Changes at this year’s Career Week: students came prepared 
By ANA RIBEIRO

Staff Writer
  
Forty-nine companies, many of them 

well-known, set up tables in the Wolfe 
University Center Ballroom on March 
9, assembled for Biscayne Bay Campus’s 
third annual Career and Intern Fair. From 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., dozens of professional-
looking students scattered about the 
ballroom, carrying bags filled with flyers, 
cards, key chains and pens that companies 
provided at stands.

 Still, Rayaad Dinally, who is majoring 
in broadcast journalism, didn’t hide his 
optimism. 

 “I found that, at the career fair, there’s 
been a lot of interesting places,” he said. 
“I mean, some wonderful, wonderful 
places to get experience [at]. All in all, 
I’ve had a wonderful time.”

 Michael Bandy, an international stu-
dent, had a different story. 

 “Most of the representatives for 
companies … were very clear on the 
immigration status – either resident or 
citizen,” Bandy claimed. “Because I only 
have a student visa, they wouldn’t even 
look at my resume. They just gave me 
a little frown and told me, ‘Well, good 
luck to you.’”   

One of the lesser known organizations 
at the career fair was Kids in Distress. 
It also one of the few that Bandy said  

accepted his resume. The non-profit orga-
nization offers therapy and a residential 
program for free to children up to 12 
years old who are referred through the 
court or school system. 

The organization was offering both 
paid and volunteer positions, as well as 
non-paid internships in areas such as 
education, nursing, social work and mar-
keting. But according to Jan Albert, the 
director for Human Resources, students 
walked right by their table toward the big 
company names like Disney World. 

 Albert said that, in over two hours, 
Kids in Distress had only received two 
resumes. On the tables of other compa-
nies, resumes laid in piles.  

 The companies at the career fair 
ranged from the Walt Disney World 
Corporation and Washington Mutual  to 
non-profit to government organizations 
like the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
to the event. 

 But the FBI wouldn’t take resumes. 
Instead, Administrative Specialist and 
FIU alumna, Luisa Enriquez represented 

the agency by providing information to 
students on how to eventually become 
one of the 900 special agents it hires, on 
average, per year. 

 “First you have what’s called ‘phase 
one testing,’ which is all multiple-choice 
tests,” Enriquez explained. “The next 
step is a formal interview by three vet-
eran agents, and we tend to see indi-
viduals who have had a good solid work 
experience do better in interviews than 
individuals who have not had a previous 
work experience.” 

 Enriquez said that, in eight years at the 
FBI, she didn’t know of one person who 
hadn’t had a job first before becoming 
a special agent. She gave one exception, 
however; because of “critical needs.” The 
FBI will accept individuals with a degree 
in computer science, but no experience 
in the field. 

 According to Enriquez, because of 
the current state of events, the FBI gives 
preference to individuals who can speak 
Middle Eastern languages (such as Arabic 
and Hebrew), as well as Spanish, Chinese, 

Japanese and Russian.   
 At the other end of the spectrum, 

Fox’s Channel 7 had a different premise. 
To Diane Jaramillo-Guard, the business 
manager representing the channel at the 
career fair, eagerness more important than 
experience. She said that someone who 
has experience in journalism but who 
regards Channel 7 as just another job, 
has less of a chance of being hired than 
someone without any experience who 
appears committed, interested, eager to 
learn and not afraid of hard work. She also 
said that within three hours, 24 students 
had given her resumes and that half of 
them had “very good potential” to fill 
the 10 to 15 internship spots available 
per term at Channel 7. 

 Marilyn Lorenzo, a representative 
for the Sun-Sentinel, said students were 
mainly “interested in internships, not 
so much in full-time positions.” At the 
career fair, the newspaper was offering 
internships as well as paid positions in 
advertising, human resources, operations, 
marketing, circulation and finance.

Claudia Reich had put several years of 
service into Career Services at FIU, but 
her first major project as the department’s 
director was the career fair. She said 
students’ preparation for the event had 

By DAMIAN GRASS
Staff Writer

From the audience’s 
reaction, Dr. Maya Ange-
lou’s jazz-tinged voice 
painted a rainbow in the 
clouds over FIU during 
her speech on March 10.

In “An Evening with 
Maya Angelou,” spon-
sored by the Student Gov-
ernment Association, the 
award-winning poet and 
playwright spoke to stu-
dents, faculty and area 
residents at the Pharmed 
Arena about the ability 
to accept diversity, the 
magnitude of someone’s 
influence and her tough 
childhood in rural Arkan-
sas.

In front of a hushed 
crowd, Angelou, who was 
raped at the age of seven, 
began her 45-minute 
speech with a song. “When 
it looked like the sun wasn’t 
shine’n anymore,” she 
sang, “a rainbow appeared 
in the clouds.” 

Angelou encouraged 
the audience to find that 
rainbow in their own cloud. 
That rainbow might be 

someone in “your family, 
in stories you’ve heard or 
books you’ve read [or] fic-
tional people...,” she said. 

Sophomore Sparkle 
Cooper took Angelou’s 
advice to heart.

“It doesn’t have to 
be a family member who 
inspires you,” said Cooper 
after Angelou’s lecture. 
“It can be a person who 
doesn’t even know you, 
like Maya Angelou.”

Throughout the eve-
ning, Angelou joked with 
the audience. She light-
heartedly noted that since 
she has become a celebrity, 
she refuses to travel on 
airlines, claiming that it has 
become “a bit awkward.”

“People in airports 
ask me to sign this and 
that, grab me, pull my 
clothes and even give me 
their babies,” the world 
renowned poet who now 
travels by private bus, said, 
laughing. “Sometimes I 
would ask them to change 
[their diapers] first.”

On her second visit to 
FIU since 1998, Ange-
lou added that coming to 
Miami from her home in 

Winston, Salem, N.C., is 
no small matter.

“So when I say I’m glad 
to be here, I mean it.” 

Graceful in stature at 
six feet tall, Angelou cap-
tivated the audience with 
dramatic pauses when she 
talked about her life and 
work. Like a great story-
teller,  she recounted each 
story with great enthusi-
asm using her hands and 
face.

 Her rainbow-themed 
speech included some of 
her poems and stories 
as well as those of other 
established poets. She 
also quoted the Bible, 
Langston Hughes, William 
Shakespeare, her grand-
mother and other sources 
she claimed to be rainbows 
in her life.

“Maya  Ange lou i s 
someone I really look up 
to,” said Larissa Lockett, 
whose saxophone perfor-
mance before Angelou’s 
speech left the audience 
in awe. “I was glad that 
she was able to hear my 
talent.”

Author Maya Angelou 
inspires students at lecture

See FAIR, page 2
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On Feb. 23, officers Darwin Villavicencio and Rich-
ard Diaz reported to University Park’s Panther Hall 
that heavy smoke was coming from the first floor trash 
chute area. The officers called the Miami-Dade Fire 
Rescue (MDFR) to investigate the smoke.  According 
to the MDFR, an unknown person(s) threw something 
in the trash chute on the fourth floor, which came in 
contact with the trash dumpster located on the first 
floor of the building. The sprinkler system was then 
activated and Panther Hall maintenance personnel reset 
the alarm and sprinkler system.

On Feb. 23, a student reported that his unattended, 
silver Toshiba laptop sitting on a desk on the third floor 
of the Green Library was stolen. The laptop is valued 
at $2,000. There are no known suspects.

On Feb. 23 officer Richard Diaz met FIU football 
coach Hurley Brown in a dorm room at the University 
Park Towers. Diaz responded to a call that narcotics 
might be present in one of the rooms. After search-
ing the room, a white powder in a clear plastic bag, 
an electronic scale, a metal spoon and a razor blade 

POLICEBEAT 

WEDNESDAY • FEBRUARY 23

WEDNESDAY• MARCH 2

were found on a desktop. Test results revealed that 
the white substance was cocaine. As both men left the 
apartment, they encountered two students, former 
FIU student, Drevian Jones and current FIU student, 
Diamond Hemingway. Brown asked them whom the 
cocaine belonged to and Jones confessed ownership. 
Later, Brown called the FIU police department to 
inform them of a conversation with Jones’ mother, who 
informed Brown that Jones would turn himself in to 
FIU police. On Feb. 24, Jones surrendered himself to 
the FIU police. Afterwards, he was taken into custody 
and transported to the Miami-Dade County Jail.

–  Compiled by Rodolfo Roman

On March 2, a student from the University Park 
campus reported that her wallet was stolen on Feb. 2, 
somewhere on the second floor of the Green Library.  
Her wallet contained her Floridian and Columbian 
driver’s licenses, Miami-Dade College and Florida 
Atlantic University ID’s, credit cards, and $20.  No 
suspects have been found.
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THIS WEEK ON CAMPUS Angelou lecture promotes acceptance

– Compiled by Reuben M. Pereira

Before Angelou went 
on stage, Sheldon Bailey, 
president for the Black 
Student Union, recited his 
thought-provoking poem 
called, “Dreams of Broken 
Child.” 

But it was the FIU 
Gospel Choir that had the 
jam-packed arena singing 
along to an upbeat Swahili 
song. Shandra Webster, 

sister of an FIU student, 
walked away from the 
event enthused.

“What a fantastic eve-
ning,” she said. “This 
has been one of the most 
inspirational events I have 
ever been to.”

For Vicky Owles, assis-
tant director for Campus 
Life and SGA advisor, 
the event was special 
because of the students 
who helped her put it 

MONDAY – MARCH 14

Golden Panthers Tennis hosts North Caro-
lina: 2 p.m., University Park Tennis Courts
Panther Rage General Meeting: 4 p.m., GC 
140
Campus Bible Fellowship presents “Dino-
saurs - in the Bible?”: 11 a.m., GC 305
Kabbalah at the Waterways in Aventura: 
Every Monday at 8 p.m.
Lecture: “minoritis in Israel/ Poetry and multi-
culuralism by Reda Mansour, 6 p.m.   

TUESDAY – MARCH 15

Brown Bag Lunch with author Jan Goff-
LaFontaine: All day, Women’s Center
Reformed University & Intervarsity Christian 
Fellowship: “Your Role in God’s Story,” 8-9:30 
p.m., GC 340, UP
Symphonic Band Concert: 8 p.m., Wertheim 
Performing Arts Center Concert Hall
Honors Council General Meeting: 4p.m., GC 
150
SPC Campus Entertainment and Special 
Events – Karaoke Irish Pub Night: 8 p.m., 
Gracie’s Grill
Campus Bible Fellowship presents “Dino-
saurs – in the Bible?”: 7:30 p.m., GC 305
Indian Students Association General Meet-
ing: 5:30 p.m., GC 340
Honors Regalia: last deadline to purchase is 
today at 4 p.m. (stoles and medallions), 305-
348-1069
AEP: basketball games through April 5, 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY – MARCH 16

SGA General Meeting: 4 p.m., GC 150
SPC Cinema Wednesday films’ “The Films of 
Kevin Smith” and “Jay And Silent Bob Strike 
Back”: 7 p.m., 10 p.m.; GC 140
Free Bibles: table in GC every Wednesday, 5:30-
6:30.
Club meetings of Bible study: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Catholic Campus Ministry: “What is the mean-
ing of Holy Week?” 12-1 p.m.

THURSDAY – MARCH 17

Golden Panthers Tennis hosts Southern Mis-
sissippi: 7 p.m., University Park Tennis Courts
Student Council for Exceptional Education 
General Meeting: 7:45 p.m., ZEB 135

FRIDAY – MARCH 18

Golden Panthers Tennis hosts Texas Tech: 12 
p.m., University Park Tennis Courts
Golden Panthers Softball team in FAU Par-
ents Weekend Tournament: 3 p.m. (FIU vs. 
Tulsa) and 5 p.m. (FIU vs. Wisconsin), FAU, 
Boca Raton
Golden Panthers Baseball hosts Manhattan: 7 
p.m., University Park Baseball Field
Key note speaker: John Loftus speaks about 
high security clearance in the world at 1:30 p.m., 
H2G located at 20488 West Dixie Highway, 
Aventura FL, contact Melina Gimal 305-790-
5068.
Dinner: special Shabbat, 8:30 p.m., H2G

SATURDAY – MARCH 19

Golden Panthers Softball team in FAU Par-
ents Weekend Tournament: 9 a.m. (FIU vs. 
Texas A&M), 1 p.m. (FIU vs. Michigan State); 
FAU, Boca Raton
Golden Panthers Track & Field in Hurricane 
Invitational Meet: 9 a.m., Coral Gables
Golden Panthers Baseball hosts Manhattan: 1 
p.m., University Park Baseball Field

Opportunities abound at career fair
FAIR, from page 1

improved since last year, 
because they now had the 
chance to find out what 
employers expected and 
how they could measure 
up to these expectations. 
To help students make 
the most of the career 

together.
“This event was for 

the students who actually 
saw something completed 
from start to finish, and 
with such an amazing 
woman who they got to 
bring and share with the 
university community,” 
said Owles. “So for me, 
it’s all about the student’s 
experience.”

Maya Angelou, the little 
girl from a small town in 

fair, Career Services pro-
moted workshops during 
the  pr eced ing  Mega 
Career Week. At one of 
the workshops, “Bring 
Your Resume to School 
Day,” on March 2, Hertz 
and Miami Dade Avia-
tion critiqued students’ 
resumes.  

Last year, employers 
complained that students 
were under dressed and 
under prepared. This year, 
students were required to 
dress professionally in 
order to attend the career 
fair. 

“We were very pleased 
with the qual i ty  and 

quantity of students and 
companies,” Reich said, 
adding that employers 
expressed their approval, 
as well, especially over a 
change she implemented 
this year: actually requir-
ing students to dress 
professionally in order 
to attend the fair. 

Arkansas who grew up to 
become America’s favor-
ite rainbow in the clouds, 
continues to inspire the 
heroes and “sheroes” in 
everyone.

“Go out and learn 
about your differences, 
so that you’re not left 
in this mean and narrow 
tunnel,” she encouraged. 
“You’ll see we have much 
more in common than 
what separates us.”

By MELISSA 
QUINCOSA

Contributing Writer
 
I n  r e s pon s e  t o 

recent  discuss ions 
about  the  Middle 
East, the Jewish Stu-
dent Union and the 
Hillel Second Gen-
eration will sponsor 
Café Hillel on March 
15.

Café  Hi l le l  i s  a 
resource for ever y 
Jewish Student Orga-
nization at different 
universities, accord-
ing to Reyna Susi, 
Israel program associ-
ate for Hillel Second 
Generation. 

“So far it has been 
a posit ive asset to 

our community, provid-
ing awareness in career 
deve lopment ,  Jewish 
learning, social responsi-
bilities, cultural activities 
and Israel advocacy,” 
said Susi. “Café Hillel 
is designed to inform 
our community about 
the culture, technology 
and various resources in 
Israel.”  

Café Hillel will also 
serve as an open forum 
in which students can 
voice their opinions and 
concerns regarding the 
Middle East and the war 
in Iraq.  

In  add i t i on  the r e 
will be an photo expo-
sition of Israel’s well-
known landmarks as well 
as a free cup of coffee 

for every student who 
attends.  

Information about a 
free 10-day trip to Israel, 
called “Birthright,” will 
be available for students 
who are Jewish and have 
never been to Israel.  

Since this is the first 
t ime  FIU hos t s  th i s 
event, Susi hopes that 
students can promote 
and encourage conver-
sation and communica-
tion among Jewish and 
Non-Jewish students by 
creating an environment 
in which they can focus 
on Israel. 

Not only wil l  Café 
Hillel give students the 
opportunity to discuss 
global issues, but some 
say they want to hear 

others’ opinions on the 
war in Iraq as well as 
express their own.  

“I can’t wait to hear 
other people’s opinions 
and cultura l  exper i-
ences,” said junior Jesse 
Carmona. 

“I really don’t know 
what is going on in the 
war, but I’m concerned 
because I have family 
overseas,” said fresh-
man Tracee Smith.  

Café Hillel will meet  
in the Graham Center 
A t r i u m  a n d  a t  t h e 
Biscayne Bay Campus 
on March 16 in front 
of the Oasis. 

This event will run 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
For more information, 
call (305) 692-8775.

Students to discuss Iraq at Café Hillel

03-14-05.indd   2 3/12/05   8:58:30 AM
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THIS WEEK AT BBC

–  Compiled by Reuben M. Pereira

ciation grammar exam has 
not been particularly popu-
lar among FIU students 
lately.  Last semester stu-
dents reported problems 
with practice quizzes on the 
Word Association website.  

The SJMC even received 
a petition against the exam 
signed by over 100 stu-
dents. Students eventually 
made enough commotion 
to cause the SJMC to tem-
porarily waive its required 
entrance scores for Spring 
registration into the Writing 
Strategies class. The school 
stipulated that students 
must earn the grammar 
test scores  they need for 
the classes in which they are 
enrolled by Feb. 15.

Nevertheless, many stu-
dents are anxious about 
the new the test, based on 
their experiences with the 
current one.  

“It was too much pres-
sure,” said Anna Auiora, 
a junior in the advertising 
program, of her experience 
with SJMC’s current gram-
mar test. “Even if you were 
a good student and you got 
good grades you would fall 
back [if you didn’t pass the 
test].”

Richards, who has taught 
the school’s Writing Strate-
gies course for eight years, 
stresses the importance of 
not stressing. “The test 
should not become bigger 
than the course,” said Rich-
ards.  “Don’t make it larger 
than life.”

Richards believes stu-
dents psychologically and 
emotionally psyche them-
selves out.

While downplaying the 
role of the grammar exam, 
Richards emphasized the 
importance of SJMC stu-
dents honing their English 
skills.  

“The test is an indication. 
If you’re going to become 
a dentist you should know 
something about teeth. You 
can’t be in these careers 
without strong language 
skills,”  Richards said.

As stated in Rose’s e-
mail, pre-requisite scores 
for MMC 3104, Writing 

Barrister’s Ball: 6:30 p.m., Sonesta Beach Key 
Biscayne

SUNDAY – MARCH 20

Golden Panthers Softball team in FAU Par-
ents Weekend Tournament: 1 p.m. (Bracket 
Play), FAU, Boca Raton

MONDAY – MARCH 14

Wolfe University Center Art Exhibit: All day, 
WUC Art Gallery
SPC – Reading “Her” Story (Book Display): 
12 p.m., WUC Panther Square
SPC Belly Dancing Classes: 6 p.m., Wolfe Uni-
versity Square
Delta Sigma Theta Lecture – Dr. Boyce-Davies: 
7:30 p.m., Mary Ann Wolfe Theatre
Authors LaTavian Gardner and Jan Goff-
LaFontaine discuss “On Being a Successful 
Female Author”: All day, WUC Panther Square

TUESDAY - MARCH 15

Wolfe University Center Art Exhibit: All day, 
WUC Art Gallery
SPC Women’s History Month Event – “Take 
Back the Night” Rally: 12 p.m., WUC Panther 
Square
SPC Salsa Dancing Classes: 6 p.m., WUC 245
Biscayne Bay Society Foreign Film Series 
presents “Garden of the Finzi-Continis”: 7 
p.m., Mary Ann Wolfe Theatre (Call 305-919-
5700 to make reservations)
Institute for Judaic & Near Eastern Studies 
presents “Loose Threads – Jewish American 
in the 21st Century – Homeland or Dias-
pora,” Guest Speakers – Laura Levitt, Temple 
University and David Shneer, University of 
Denver: 7:30 p.m., WUC Ballroom – Side B 
International Student Scholars Services pres-
ents Picnic Above The Green: 2 p.m., WUC 
Outside Balcony.
  

WEDNESDAY – MARCH 16

Wellness Center Health Exposition: 10 a.m., 
WUC Panther Square
SPC, Panther Power – Miami Heat Dancers: 
12 p.m., Outdoor Area - Flagpole Area
Student Government Council General Meeting: 
3:30 p.m., WUC 159
African New World Studies presents “Win-
dows to the Soul – Photographs Celebrating 
African Women,” Guest speaker Dr. Alfred 
Olusegun Fayemi: 6 p.m.

THURSDAY – MARCH 17

Wolfe University Center Wellness Massage 
Session: 11:30 p.m., WUC 159
SPC Women’s History Month Event: 12 p.m., 
WUC Panther Square
Catholic Student Association – Weekly Mass: 
12:30 p.m., WUC 245
SPC Ballroom Dancing Classes: 6 p.m., WUC 
159
Black Student Union General Meeting: 6 
p.m., WUC 159
SPC – Women’s History Lecture: 7 p.m., 
WUC Ballroom – Side B
The Barnes & Noble Writers On The Bay 
Reading Series presents Dennis: Lehane: 8 
p.m., HM 135
Torah Bites: Free lunch every Thursday, 12-
1:15 p.m.

FRIDAY – MARCH 18

By DAVID SMILEY
Contributing Writer
 
Changes are on the way 

for the School of Journal-
ism and Mass Communica-
tion. Students received an 
e-mail in their FIU accounts 
Wednesday, March 3 from 
Patricia B. Rose, profes-
sor and associate dean of 
SJMC, detailing four dif-
ferent changes related to it’s 
language skills test.

According to the e-mail, 
starting Summer semester, 
SJMC will no longer use 
the current Word Asso-
ciation grammar skills test. 
The grammar test, which all 
SJMC must pass in order to 
graduate, will now be mod-
eled after the one in use at 
the University of North 
Carolina.

Rose said the new test 
is very different. It will 
consist of sentences with 
grammatical errors which 
students must correct. 

“This is far more of a 
usage test, or a copy-editing 
test, than a strict grammar 
test,” Rose said. “It’s far 
more practical in nature.”

According to Rose, the 
Word Association declined 
to renew their contract with 
FIU, which expires in June. 
They gave no explanation 
as to why they chose not to 
renew the contract.  

This left the university 
shopping for another pro-
vider for a language skills 
test.

Rose contacted over a 
dozen universities through-
out the United States  
regarding their grammar 
exams. After having several 
schools sent her their tests, 
Rose selected the two she 
believed to be best.  

The final choice was 
approved by Allan Richards, 
interim chair of journalism 
and broadcasting, Cath-
erine Ahles, interim chair 
of advertising and public 
relations and a faculty com-
mittee. One member of the 
faculty committee took the 
exam in order to confirm its 
efficiency.

The current Word Asso-

Strategies, will remain at 65 
and exit scores will remain 
at 75. The exam will also 
still have a $15 fee. How-
ever, now students will take 
the exam in the classroom, 
rather than at a computer 
lab.

Also, beginning with 
the Summer semester, an 
exit score of 75 will now 
satisfy pre-requisite scores 
for upper division courses 
in the SJMC. These 
course currently require 
higher entrance scores.  
This effects JOU3117, 
JOU3300, JOU4341c, 
and RTV4324 for stu-
dents majoring in jour-
nalism and MMC 4410 
for students majoring in 
advertising and public rela-
tions.

SJMC students seemed 
to agree that a grammar 
exam is a useful tool, but 
some felt the required 
scores were too high.  For 
instance, JOU3300 cur-
rently requires a score of 85 
to enter the class.  Accord-
ing to the Word Association 
website, a score of 85 is 
in the 94th percentile out 
of approximately twenty 
thousand tests.

Student views about 
the required grammar test 
scores for certain classes 
vary depending on who is 
asked.  Students who have 
yet to enter the Writing 
Strategies course seem to 
embrace the change.  

“I think it’s good because 
you can take courses you 
need and not be set back by 
the test,” said Sean Jones, 
a junior in the advertising 
program.

However, other students 
who have taken the exam, 
like junior Brenna Mello, are 
more critical of the change. 

“The fact that our stan-
dards were so high made us 
stand out. Now we’re going 
to be just like every other 
school.”

Students like Chuck Ross, 
who is majoring in journal-
ism, expressed strong feel-
ings about the importance 
of the grammar exam.  

“The grammar test made 

the program stronger,” 
said Ross.  “We had a lot of 
dead wood.  A lot of people 
couldn’t just get into a class, 
then they couldn’t get out 
of it, and it just made them 
better for it.”

According to Richards, 
the upper level pre-requisite 
scores were lowered because 
some of the faculty felt stu-
dents should receive more 
teaching and less testing.  

“The goal is to replace 
constant testing with more 
teaching,” said Richards.

Richards also noted that 
the changes are being made 
to create continuity within 
the program. Instruction in 
grammar and AP style will 
now be incorporated in the 
classroom.  

SJMC’s new goal is to 
give students continuous 
instruction in grammar in 
their journalism classes, 
instead of just cramming for 
a grammar test.

Much like the students, 
SJMC faculty did not unani-
mously agree on whether to 
lower standards for entry 
into the upper division 
courses.  

Kevin Hall, Editor-in-
Residence and head of the 
Journalism Writing Project, 
was unavailable for com-
ment but expressed his 
displeasure at the coming 
changes.

Previous grammar test requirements 
change for journalism students
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ights
Men deserve the same 
kind of perks at the club 

Women are the life of the 
party, should get perks 

Boogie
F

By LEONCIO ALVAREZ
Opinion Editor

W ith  th e  s t r e s s  o f  m id t e r ms 
finally coming to an end, the aver-
age college student is probably now 
wondering how to spend the time 
her or she once spent studying. 

Clubbing is one option. But if 
you’re a male in Miami, you’ll have 
to get a part-time job just to pay for 
your clubbing expenses. 

I’ve been going to clubs since my 
senior year in high school, and I 
can honestly say I have not been to 
one at which I’ve had a good time, 
mainly, because I have a penis. 

Women get every possible perk 
imaginable at clubs: free entry, free 
drinks, no dress code, entry for all 
ages. They can even select the music 
that is played at some clubs. 

What do men get? Men get to 
drive women to the club, wait in a 
longer line, pay triple the entrance 
fee, worry about the no sneaker and 
no hat rule and of course, the $45 
dollar rum and cokes in miniscule 
plastic cups.

I know this sounds a bit exagger-
ated, but it’s not fair. If a woman has 
a good body, big breasts and wild 
hair, she’s in, no ID required. 

“The male to female ratio at clubs 
is insane,” said junior Odalys Fer-
nandez. “I don’t want to go to clubs 
to dance with women. I go to  have 
a good time and meet some guys.” 

I was once at a club, and there 
were literally 10 guys on the dance 
floor and four were bouncers. I went 

outside to see a line full of men who 
couldn’t get in, because they were 
wearing sneakers. It’s ridiculous.”

A man wearing a clean pair of 
Converse  sneakers  that  match a 
very expensive suit is not allowed 
to enter many clubs. 

On the  other  hand,  a  woman 
wearing a piece of Bounty paper 
towel on each nipple and an orange 
Celia Cruz wig would probably be 
escorted by the bouncer into the 
club and given an Appletini on the 
house to compensate for her five-
minute wait.

The sad fact is that as long as 
they get in sooner or later, many 
men  wa i t  i n  the  l i ne s ,  p ay  the 
insane entry fee and liquor prices 
and take all sorts of bad treatment 
f rom bouncers  that  hit  on their 
girlfriends in front of them.

A bouncer at Oxygen Sushi Bar 
and Night Club said men deserve 
the rough treatment.

“The reason why men don’t get 
treated the same at night clubs is 
mainly  because they are trouble 
makers. 

Men deserve to pay more because 
half of them end up getting piss 
drunk, f ighting one another and 
leaving,” sa id the bouncer,  who 
preferred to remain nameless.

If men everywhere took a stand 
for what’s right, club owners would 
realize they need our business to 
sur vive and should cut us a little 
slack in return. 

We deserve to have a good time 
too, do we not?

By MELISSA RODRIGUEZ
Contributing Writer

Ladies in free before 12! Free 
drinks al l  night long! 

W h a t  a  w o n d e r f u l  w o r l d  w e 
l ive in, where women are f inal ly 
rewarded for being s imply fabu-
lous. 

In the past, women have been 
treated as  second c lass  c i t izens , 
demoralized and practical ly made 
outcasts of society. 

I ’m posi t ive plenty of  women 
would agree with me that the pro-
cess of “whoring it up” for a night 
club is fantastic. The shor t skir ts,  
push up bras ,  g l i t ter  and make-
up– what more can a girl  ask for? 

A f t e r  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  g e t t i ng 
ready, we can strut our bad selves 
d o w n  t o  t h e  i n f a m o u s  M i a m i 
night c lubs in our 5- inch heels , 
of course. 

We deser ve to be let in without 
having to wait in l ine, because we 
look absolutely amazing, damn it,  
and looking beaut i fu l  sure  i sn’t 
easy. 

Do you gentleman want to know 
why drinks are not free for you? 

If boys were given free drinks, 
clubs would be left bankrupt, and 
you know it! 

I  remember quite c lear ly,  one 
night I was out with my fr iends 
having a great old time when this 
incredibly drunk guy came bump-
ing  and  gr ind ing  our  way  w i th 
his over-the-top dance moves and 
over-the-top alcoholic breath. 

The kid actually thought he had 
us ,  with one dr ink in  one hand 
and his “litt le fr iend” poking out 
of his pants. 

And he  had pa id  for  h i s  own 
drinks. Can you imagine if  drinks 
had been free? 

I  m e a n  c o m e  o n !  N o t  o n l y 
would his “little friend” have been 
even more eager to come out and 
play, but the kid would have been 
drenched in  beer,  ho l l e r ing  for 
more. 

Ever yone wants to go to a night 
c l u b  a n d  h a v e  f u n ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
women. 

We don’t want to be harassed 
a n d  e m b a r r a s s e d  b y  d r u n k e n 
men. 

T h e  n i g h t  c l u b  e x p e r i e n c e 
should be fun for ever yone. Sorr y 
frat boys, cer tain regulations have 
to be in place. 

“I believe, i f  guys had the same 
privi leges girls do at clubs, things 
would get out of hand fast, because 
admit it,   i f  guys were let in free, 
clubs would be over flowing with 
testosterone and stupidity– a bad 
combination,” said junior Xyomara 
Cruz.

Men are  noth ing but  t rouble 
when they drink. I don’t want to 
have to worr y about a f ight break-
ing out or shots being fired. 

Women are so much more calm 
and pat ient .  Club owners  don’t 
have to wor r y about us  caus ing 
any controversy. 

We sure can’t f it  a 14-magnum 
in our Gucci purses.

I’ve been going to clubs since my senior year in high school, 
and I can honestly say I have not been to one [club] at 
which I’ve had a good time, mainly, because I have a penis.

“   

We deserve to be let in without having to wait in l ine, 
because we look absolutely amazing, damn i t, and 
looking beauti ful sure isn’t easy. 

“   
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WINNER & LOSER

WINNER
Laughing clerk: A clerk in a Pennsylvania convenience 
store was held up by a man wearing a Pluto mask who 
threatened her with a pellet gun. The clerk laughed at him, 
thinking it was a joke. The would-be robber walked out 
empty handed, supposedly embarrassed by her reaction.

LOSER
Hamburgular: After robbing a Salt Lake City bank, 
Donald Archambault walked to a nearby restaurant and 
casually bought a sandwich, all while police searched for 
him. Apparently, the man needed the money to buy the 
sandwich.

QUOTEABLES
“I got lazy and complacent, like big fat deer.”
– Kirstie Alley, actress, on how laziness caused her weight gain.

“During the last five months, I’ve had the privilege to meet an incred-
ible cross section of people.” 

– Martha Stewart, domestic diva, on her time in federal prison.

“You look out and see binoculars in the second row and it’s a bit daunt-
ing to come out and do the nude scene. You know they’re just looking for 
wrinkles and cellulite.” 

– Morgan Fairchild, actress, on a necessary nude scene for the 
stage production of “The Graduate”.  

“I don’t think he deserves anything. He doesn’t even deserve my 
respect.”

– Lindsay Lohan, actress and singer, on her father’s failed attempt 
to claim part of her profits.

“I am of ‘Grease’ age. I was 12 years old, or eight years old, or seven 
or six.”

– Uma Thurman, actress, on when she first heard of “Be Cool” 
co-star John Travolta.

“Anybody that smiles that much, there must be something wrong 
with him.”

– Ian Kilmister, “Motorhead’s” lead singer, on his beliefs on Tony 
Blair, U.K. Prime Minister.

Letters to the Editor must be dropped off  in GC 210 at 
the University Park campus, WUC 124 at the Biscayne Bay 
Campus or sent to beacon@fiu.edu. Letters must include 
the writer’s full name, year in school, major/department 
and a valid phone number for verification purposes. If 
brought in to an office, a legitimate ID may be acceptaed 
instead of a phone number. The Beacon reserves the right 
to edit letters for clarity and/or spacing constraints. Letters 
must adhere to a maximum of 400 words.

SEND US YOUR LETTERS

• Depends on her qualifications. Not anyone can be president.

60%

If a woman was on the next presiden-
tial ballot, would you vote for her?

•  Yes. It’s time America undergoes some kind of change.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

• I would vote for anyone. As long as another Bush doesn’t get 
into office.

11%

• I’m still going to vote for Nader.

• I definitely would not vote for a woman. The president’s job can 
only be done by a man.

10%

15%

C

D

Total participants: 99
Cast your vote at www.beaconnewspaper.com

4%

By MARIA ZANARDI
Contributing Writer

           
Online journals seem to be 

appearing everywhere. From 
Live Journal to Xanga, Inter-
net journaling has become an 
unstoppable craze. 

The basic format of an online 
journal consists of the person’s 
writing, a place where people 
can drop comments (and the 
journal-owner can respond) and 
links to the journals of friends 
and other random people the 
journal-owner wishes to call a 
friend (called a friends list). 

This is called networking, 
a great word which basically 
means allowing the friends of 
people you’ve never met to 
read up on your life and the 
lives of your friends. 

So just what exactly is the 
big appeal of letting dozens 
of acquaintances, and often 
strangers, into our personal 
lives? 

“I like it because you can 
say whatever you want, and no 
one can erase what you write,” 
said freshman Elio Cardenas. I 
agree with him. Online journals 
are a great way to let loose your 
frustrations on the world. 

This can be done in many 
different ways. The most popu-
lar is currently to fill up excess 
journal space by writing out all 
the lyrics of a song when only 
one or two lines apply to your 
situation. Or, there’s the ever-
popular online journal tradition 
of making up your own cheesy 
poetry that people tend to skip 
over and not read anyway. 

Of course, there are other 
methods of “letting it all out” 
on online journals. These are 
sometimes called “rants”. 

You can get in a fight with 
your friend and then go online 
and write all about how mad 
you are, because a cer tain 
person, whom you can’t name 
(but she was certainly wearing 

a red shirt today) did such-and-
such to you. 

Obviously, the friend will 
eventually find out it was her 
you were talking about and 
proceed to delete you from 
her friends list. Or worse, she’ll 
rant about you. 

“Anyone could read your 
journal, so you have to be care-
ful with what you write, which 
won’t make this a journal of 
your real feelings, but one in 
which you write what you want 
others to know about,” said 
sophomore Cristina Alvarez.

Online journaling has its 
pros as well as its cons. Most 
people don’t write about their 
most personal experiences. 

However, if you manage 
to get through the muddle 
of boring entries about what 
people had for lunch, who they 
had lunch with and what song 
represents their current mood, 
you will manage to find a rare 
selection of entries which dis-
cuss current issues, tell funny 
stories, and might actually 
make you stop and think. 

“I like journals, they give 
you an insight into [the jour-
nal’s owner],” said freshman 
Andrea Narino. 

Yes, online journals do give 
insight into their owners’ lives. 
Not much, but just enough 
for you to know whether that 
person is worth talking to out-
side the Internet zone. This is 
probably why people are now 
turning to online journaling 
rather than private journaling. 

It’s a way to let the world 
know what you’re about with 
the security of being able to 
choose what you want the 
world to know. You can make 
yourself  up to seem more 

social, more fun and smarter 
on an online journal than you 
are in real life. You can do this 
in a private journal too, with a 
major drawback – no one will 
ever read it.

In order for a journal to stay 
active, one must maintain it. 
The process of maintaining a 
journal includes logging in to 
your journal’s website, finding 
out if anyone left any com-
ments about your last entry and 
then proceeding to update your 
journal.  Next, you check to see 
what your friends have written, 
and, of course, you leave com-
ments on their journals. 

Obviously, you then have 
to see who the person who left 
a comment on your friend’s 
journal is, because he might 
be that guy from elementary 
school who kept sticking cheese 
sticks up his nose. 

By the time you are reading 
and remembering that they 
weren’t cheese sticks, they were 
straws, an hour has passed and 
you still haven’t studied for the 
math test tomorrow. 

However, math will have 
to wait, because straw boy has 
a link to girl-with-the-really-
long-pigtail’s journal, and her 
entries might actually be worth 
reading. 

In the end, online journals 
take up excessive amounts of 
time, and you can never really 
say exactly what’s on your mind 
without people lashing out or 
ignoring you for a week. 

Most of the entries you’ll 
read will be completely point-
less. 

But, hey, at least you’ll know 
what that guy in Michigan does 
on the weekends, and who can 
live without knowing that?

Online blogs replace old-fashioned diaries

Anyone could read your journal, so you have 
to be careful with what you write, which won’t 
make this a journal of your real feelings.

“  Cristina Alvarez, Sophomore
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Forging the

Wilderness

By RAQUEL COOL
Staff Writer

For those who don’t have 
many plans for the upcoming 
spring break, here is a fun 
time consumer that can be 
used to replace all the fun in 
the sun: suburban camping.

The art of suburban camp-
ing  i s  a rguab ly  the  boca 
burger to the meaty burger 
of a real camping excursion.  
Sti l l ,  don’t underestimate 
the flavor of this “meatless” 
take on tradition.  

A step between grocery 
shopp ing  and  h ik ing  the 
Amazon, suburban camping 
has the fun of real camping 
minus the expense of a road 
trip.

While the well-groomed 
wilderness won’t guarantee 
lions and tigers and bears, it 
is likely to provide mosquito 
bites and chirping crickets 
so believable, you won’t tell 
the difference.

So,  grab a few fr iends, 
a cooler full of sandwiches 
and set up camp no farther 
than your  own backyard. 
Fo l l ow  th i s  che ck l i s t  t o 
gu ide  a  wor thy  c amp ing 
experience.

GATHER YOUR FRIENDS

Whether you only bring 

one person or three, work 
together to make this trip 
a smooth one. I personally 
favor a potluck approach to 
planning. For example, you 
bring the fishing rod and I’ll 
bring the bait.

 PICK A SPOT 

If you’re feeling adven-
turous, find someplace less 
familiar than your backyard. 
Even i f  you don’t  l ive in 
rows of gated townhouses, 
find someone who does. 

A s k  a r o u n d !  B e f r i e n d 
a  suburbani te !  There  are 
plenty of places in neighbor-
hoods that are grassy, tree-
filled, and most importantly, 
out of the way.  

The key is to find a good 
spot where you won’t bother 
anyone  and  no  one  w i l l 
bother you.

THINGS TO FORGET

When suburban  camp-
ing, bird watching is – well, 
for the birds.  Unless  you 
want to eye the local ducks 
or watch them eye you for 
food, leave the binoculars 
at home. 

Inte rmedia te  suburban 
camper s  shou ld  cons ide r 
l eav ing the i r  ce l l  phones 
behind too. 

You  may  no t  b e  away 
from it all, but isn’t it worth 
trying?

ACTIVITY BAG

When you’re not climbing 
trees or rolling in the grass, 
consult your prepared bag 
of camping activities. It can 
include, but is definitely not 
limited to, a deck of cards, a 
box of sparklers, a Polaroid 
camera and stacks of comics 
– pretty much anything you 
feel like talking.

HUNT FOR FOOD

Suburban hunting is fancy 
talk for raiding your refrig-
erator. Stock a cooler full 
of water bottles, chips and 
sandwiches. This 10 to 20-
hour excursion will likely not 
require much food, but use 
your imagination to figure 
out what you’ll need.

S’MORES

What camping trip would 
be complete without toasty 
marshmallows with gooey 
inna rds  wedged  be tween 
melted chocolate and two 
graham crackers?  

No, it wouldn’t be pseudo-
camping without the subur-
ban recipe for s’mores. 

Because you can’t roast 
your marshmallows in a self-
made bonfire or even an itty 
bitty ground fire, canned fire 
will do the trick. 

If your first impression of 
canned fire was to hold up a 
lighter to a steady stream of 
canned aerosol, that would 
be a little too do-it-yourself 
and a lot too hazardous for 
camping in the suburbs.  

Instead, invest in a pack 
of Sterno – canned cook-
ing fuel. These l itt le cans 
of flammable gel are easy to 
extinguish as well as ideal for 
a watered-down and fired-up 
camping experience.  

GHOST STORIES

While roasting s’mores, 
take turns huddling around 
a f lashl ight with widened 
eyes, whispering tales about 
haunted suburbanites who 
lurk throughout the neigh-
borhood at night.

 COMMON SENSE

Don’t leave your common 
sense at home. Even a subur-
ban camping experience must 
be a safe one: do not take 
part in any activities with-
out being fully aware and 
responsible for any of their 
possible consequences.

SLEEPING BAGS

The  s l e ep i ng  b ag  i s  a 
crucial item for a camping 
adventure .  With a  p i l low 
and a sleeping bag, you’ll 
be set to cocoon yourself 
into soft flannelly goodness, 
like a nylon slug prepared 
to sleep.

RENT-A-TENT

Are you unequipped with-
out a tent? Take advantage 
o f  your  loca l  rent -a - tent 
locations.

T h e y  a r e  u n w i t t i n g l y 
s p o n s o r e d  b y  c o r p o r a t e 
r e t a i l  cha in s  th a t  rhyme 
with words l ike Tal-Mart 
and Warget. 

Just  te l l  them “90-day 
r e tu rn  po l i c y”  s en t  you . 
I think they’l l  catch your 
subtle drift.

As a new suburban camper, 
you are a drifter indeed. Who 
else but you will indulge in 
unapologetical ly excessive 
behaviors  such as  set t ing 
up camp in the middle of a 
golf course? There are cer-
tain obligations you must 
fulfill as a hip, thrifty and 
ambiguous ly  exp lo i t a t i ve 
individual. 

But hey, where you say 
trespassing freeloader, I say 
poh-tah-to.
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Polar bears’ fur is not white, it’s clear. 
Polar bear skin is actually black. Their 
hair is hollow and acts like fiber optics, 
directing sunlight to warm their skin.

– www.kellys.com/know.html

1. PAINTING
My life revolves around painting and truth be 

told, cartoons are my biggest inspiration: Sponge 
Bob, Powerpuff Girls and My Fairlyodd Parents.  
I will have my own cartoon one day, you’ll see.  

2. CHINESE TAKE-OUT
It’s rainy, you’ve got 3 scary movies from 

Blockbuster: The Ring, The Shining, and Event 
Horizon. Hello! Chinese food is a must. No 
movie night is complete without it. 

3. BEETLEJUICE
 Black and white stripes, life beyond death, 

Michael Keaton as a Bioexorcist. My favorite 
movie of all time. How could it not be? Oh, 
lets not forget the old Beetlejuice cartoon that 
rocked it just as much as the movie.   

SOME FAVORITE THINGS
BY MICHELLE SANTISTEBAN – 

SPORTS PAGE DESIGNER

4. JUDE LAW
     Hottest man alive. Need I say more. And that 
movie Cold Mountain, I swear, have you ever seen 
a more beautiful man?!

5. PROJECT RUNWAY
A show about fashion designers fighting the 

battle to be the best. Like Jay’s line was so awe-
some, and that last dress of the New York fashion 
week runway show defined the meaning of being 
a true fashion designer.  

Tarpon Bend is a seafood bar and restaurant that 
has only existed on Miracle Mile for 10 weeks, 
but has been a staple of South Florida restaurants 
since 1997. 

FEELIN’ CRABBY?: With three different locations scattered around South Florida, 
Tarpon Bend offers a variety of seafood and wine selections to its public. Even during 
slow times of the day, it’s staff remains responsive to all concerns. COURTESY PHOTO

Seafood  bar and restaurant 
provides fresh quality foods  

By ERIC TIRUMS
Staff Writer

A cold,  ra iny af ternoon in 
Miami  p rov ided  the  pe r f e c t 
oppo r tun i t y  t o  s t ep  i n s i d e , 
l e a v e  t h e  b e a c h  a n d  e n j o y 
d i n i n g  o n  M i r a c l e  M i l e  a t 
Tarpon Bend.

Tarpon Bend is a seafood bar 
and res taurant  that  has  only 
existed on Miracle Mile for 10 
weeks,  but has been a staple 
o f  South F lor ida  res taurants 
since 1997. 

Started on a whim by four 
men on a f i shing tr ip in the 
Keys ,  i t  grew from doodl ing 
on bar napkins from locations 
in Weston, Ft. Lauderdale and 
now, Miracle Mile. 

The ambiance  of  a l l  three 
is a laidback atmosphere that 
was inspired by f ishing, casual 
dining and the rush the owners 
received when fishing for the 
g i an t  100  lb .  t a rpon  in  the 
waters off of South Florida.

I walked into Tarpon Bend 
for a late afternoon, midweek 
lunch with a fel low diner. 

We were greeted by a wel-
c o m i n g  a n d  m o d e r n  h o s t -
e s s  t h a t  s t o o d  r i g h t  a t  t h e 
entrance. The atmosphere also 
included trendy, l ight colors. 

The bar a lso ref lected this 
new contemporary  s ty le  that 
consisted of  plasma TVs and 
waiters cloaked in black attire 
that contrasted the l ightly col-
ored decor. 

The seating options were at 
the raw bar or at a booth. We 
dined at a booth to receive the 
full  experience of service.  

After being seated promptly 
by our hostess, my fellow diner 
and I scanned the menu and 
saw a large var iety of  c lass ic 
Florida dishes such as grouper 
and conch fr itters,  as well  as 
sandwiches and burgers. 

The  ca t ch  o f  the  day  was 
mahi mahi, halibut or salmon, 
that could be prepared gril led, 
pan seared or blackened with 
your choice of a side – either 
oy s t e r s  on  the  ha l f  she l l  o r 
Florida stone crabs. 

We ordered the “All  Crab, 
Crab Cake” as  an appet izer , 
and  the  “Ca t ch  o f  t h e  Day 
Halibut” with a side of green 
b e a n s ,  t h e  d a i l y  v e g e t a b l e , 
along with the “Honey Mus-
tard Glazed Salmon” that was 
served with a vegetable orzo 
(a  l a rger  gra in  pas ta  s imi l a r 
to rice). 

The appetizers ranged from 
$6.95 to $9.95, with salads and 
sandwiches upwards of $13.95 
and  ent ree s  s t a r t ing  a round 
$15 .95  bu t  becoming  more 
e x p e n s i v e  w i t h  t h e  $ 2 1 . 9 5 
grouper.

There was a list of beers both 
domestic and imported, signa-
ture cocktails and a very short, 
but suff icient wine l ist.  

I selected a white wine blend 
of Sauvignon Blanc and a Char-
donnay from California cal led 
Conundrum to accompany my 

crab cake. 
To accompany the salmon, 

I  c h o s e  a  f u l l - b o d i e d  r e d 
wine f rom Argent ina,  ca l led 
Malbec. A Black and Tan beer 
was also ordered to pair with 
the Catch of the Day.

The crab cake was brought 
to  the  tab le  wi th  a  key l ime 
m u s t a r d  s a u c e .  T h e   s m a l l 
salad of greens was topped off 
with a balsamic vinaigrette. 

True to the menu’s descrip-
tion, the crab cake had no filler 
and was all blue crab, seasoned 
and l ightly breaded. 

The keylime mustard sauce 
was heavy but flavorful and the 
mayonnaise - based aioli  that 
topped the crab cake was also 
a  l i t t le  heavy,  but  the sa lad 
helped break-up the heaviness 
of the sauces.

A f t e r  t h e  c r a b  c a k e  w a s 
cleared, the entrées arrived at 
the table. The halibut lacked 
almost any art ist ic  presenta-
tion. 

The piece of f i sh was just 
placed on the plate next to the 
green beans, or French classi-
cal ly, Haricot Verts. 

It was expertly cooked with 
a  c r i s s -c ros s  o f  gr i l l  marks , 
lightly seasoned. It was clearly 
a fresh, light tasting fish – very 
delicious. 

The bright green beans were 
also cooked perfectly and had 
the  r i gh t  cons i s t ency ;  they 
were crispy. 

The highl ight of the meal 
was easi ly the honey mustard 
g l azed  s a lmon  on  a  bed  o f 
orzo (a  larger  gra ined pasta 
s imilar  to r ice) with roasted 
vegetables. 

T a r p o n  B e n d  f o c u s e s  o n 

seafood and def initely knows 
how to prepare its dishes. 

The  s a lmon  wa s  pe r f e c t l y 
cooked medium with a  l ight 
whole grain mustard and honey 
glaze, colorfully laid upon the 
o r z o  w i t h  r o a s t e d  z u c c h i n i 
and yellow squash. Service at 
Tarpon Bend was  more than 
sufficient considering the time 
that we arrived. 

On a s low mid-week after-
noon ,  dur ing  the  t r an s i t ion 
between lunch and dinner and 
a  s h i f t  ch ange  f o r  t h e  wa i t 
staff, many restaurants’ service 
suffers. 

The two responsible servers, 
a long with the bar  s ta f f  and 
hosts were all extremely helpful 
and attentive. 

It was obvious that the menu 
and  w ine  l i s t  h ad  no t  been 
learned to a  tee ,  but  that  i s 
expected for a restaurant that 
has only been opened for 10 
weeks.

Tarpon Bend seems  to  be 
following the same recipe for 
success as its sister restaurants. 
It has a popular happy hour, 
laid back atmosphere and cor-
rectly prepared fresh seafood. 

The easy parking, suff icient 
serv ice  and t rendy ambiance 
a l s o  a d d s  p o s i t i v e l y  t o  t h e 
dining experience. 

The lack of menu creativity, 
the steep prices and the plate 
presentat ion subtracted from 
the experience. 

“

RESTAURANT

COURTESY PHOTO

Tarpon Bend
200 SW 2nd Street
Ft.Lauderdale, FL 33301

★★★

BEETLEJUICE
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College of Business Administration unveils plans 
for a new $45 million building complex

Student Hall

Commons Hall

Faculty and Research 
Center Hall

Aerial Shot of Complex

Commons Hall: This structure will house 
the Executive Board Room that projects 
out into a pinnacle and overlooks the 
entire complex, and it will feature students 
spaces, study rooms and a coffee shop.

Student Hall: This Admissions and Career Ser-
vices Offices will be located on the first floor and 
upstairs will be a multipurpose center to be used 
for gatherings. The Courtyard features landscap-
ing and student areas for relaxation and studying.

Faculty and Research Center Hall: This building will house 
faculty offices, instructional and technology spaces, and 
administrative offices for the College’s research centers.

LIFE!03-14-05.indd   3 3/12/05   12:24:10 AM
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Hitting left-handed sparks success for Murray

GOOD JOB: Deomni Murray gets praised after scoring a run earlier this season. Murray 
currently leads the team with a .351 batting average. GEOFF ANDERSON/SPECIAL TO THE BEACON

careers.state.gov/CP

Heidi recognizes that it’s important to remind foreign citizens that the United States is not a
homogenous society. “It’s multi-ethnic, multi-religious, and, at the end of the day, we’re all
Americans by virtue of our citizenship, not our ethnicity.”

With over 265 embassies and consulates around the globe, the U.S. Department of
State offers careers that make a difference – and the opportunity and training to help

you succeed in a career that’s global in scope.

So how do you achieve an experience for yourself as significant and inspiring as
Heidi’s? 

Start by registering for the Foreign Service Written Exam to be held on April 23,
2005. Registration closes March 23, 2005 (March 16 for overseas test sites).

To register and to find out more about the U.S. Department of State, visit
careers.state.gov/CP.  

As a Hispanic-American who spent summers in Honduras watching the women in her family 
promote civic service and preserve ecology, Heidi developed a natural interest in 
international relations, economic development, human rights, and the political empowerment
of people.

Following her destiny, Heidi joined the Foreign Service through the Pickering Foreign
Affairs Fellowship Program, which allowed her to finish her undergraduate degree
and obtain a Master’s degree. Having chosen the Economic track, one of five
career tracks available, Heidi lived and worked in El Salvador where she 
encouraged local businesses to promote dollarization legislation to the 
government and fostered economic competition. While there, she had the 
opportunity to experience public diplomacy, economic, political, and consular work. 

My Assignment:

Name: Heidi
Position: Foreign Service Officer
Career Track: Economic
Years of Service: 6 1⁄2
Work/Travel Locations: Honduras,
El Salvador, Malaysia, China 
Hometown: LaPlace, Louisiana

U.S. citizenship is required. Equal opportunity employer. 

My Assignment:
Encourage global economic growth 
and development with a career in 
the Foreign Service.

Encourage global economic growth 
and development with a career in 
the Foreign Service.

CAREERS REPRESENTING AMERICA

By ALDEN  GONZALEZ
Staff Writer

Thanks in large part to slugging out-
fielder Deomni Murray, the Golden Pan-
ther softball team has kicked off the 2005 
campaign with a winning 15-9 record.

Despite batting right-handed her 
entire life, Murray switched to bat from 
the left side of the plate at the start of her 
collegiate level in order to compensate 
for her speed. 

Coach Kim Gwyder wanted Murray to 
use the running slap technique, where she 
would be able to slap the ball and have a 
shorter gap between home and first base.  
The results you may ask – a staggering 
team-leading .351 batting average.

“That is just the kind of person she 
is,”  said Murray’s teammate and current 
roommate, Brittany Witherow. “Her 
presence on the field makes her unique.  
She never seems to panic and always keeps 
a cool head.”

After completing the first 24 games of 
the regular season, Murray, from Lake-
wood, Fla., who is majoring in broadcast 
journalism, sat down with The Beacon to 
discuss softball, brothers and life.

Q. When you’re not playing softball, 
what are your favorite things to do in 
your spare time?

I definitely like to sleep!  But when I’m 
not doing that, I go shopping.  I’m really 
into tennis shoes.

Q. Who is your favorite baseball 

player?
[Atlanta Braves center fielder] Andrew 

Jones.  He’s really cute (Giggles.)  He’s 
also a really good outfielder.

Q. What is your favorite food?
Macaroni and cheese!
Q.  Who is the person you admire 

most in your life?
My father because he has worked really 

hard for me and my brothers. He is the 
reason why I’m even here.

Q. What were the best things about 
growing up with three brothers?

I didn’t have to worry about getting 
into trouble with other people because 
they always protected me. We 
also always played sports 
together. We would con-
stantly be playing basket-
ball, baseball and football, 
but not tackle because my 
mom wouldn’t let me.

Q. What were the worst 
things about growing up with 
them?

Well we did fight a lot, and they 
always beat me up.  But I fought back 
and it was cool, because they treated me 
like I was one of them.

Q. What is the toughest thing you 
have ever gone through?

Coming [to FIU] and being changed 
to a lefty.  It was really tough because I 
was always used to succeeding, and I 
thought I was getting worse, but I was 
just slowly progressing.

Q. What is the greatest achievement 
in your life?

I would have to say winning two state 
championships in high school, being 
ranked #1 in the nation (in 2003) 
and getting a full scholarship 
to FIU.

Q. What do you think 
makes this year’s team 
special?

We just have a bond on the field.  Last 

year we had great players, but you can’t 
win with just great players. You have 
to click.  I feel like this team has all the 
right pieces to the puzzle.  Everybody 
understands their role and knows what 
they need to do for the team.

Q. What has Head coach Kim 
Gwyder taught you?

To be patient and always keep a level 
head. She helped me out a lot while I was 
trying to become a lefty.

Q. What is your greatest strength 
batting or fielding?

Fielding.
Q. What character trait did your 

parents instill in you?
Honesty and hard work. My father 

always told me that things always turn 
out for the best if you are honest, and 
if you work hard enough, you will 

always get what 
you want.

GLEN CLARK/SPECIAL TO THE BEACON
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UP HIGH: Spring football season has gotten tougher as players put on pads for 
the first time last week. Above, safety Nick Turnball jumps for an interception in 
practice. Bad news from spring training includes an injury to senior center Victor 
Cernius who sprained his right elbow during drills. His services will be lost for 
the remainder of spring practice.  GEOFF ANDERSON/SPECIAL TO THE BEACON

PRICE, from page 12

Next step for Price: 
championship ring

Opening In Theatres March 18th

 College 4.75x5.5.qxd  3/3/05  4:47 PM  Page 1

Program Dates:
July 25, 2005–March 17, 2006
July 24, 2006–March 9, 2007

Space is Limited, so Apply Now! 
Applications are due May 1, 2005.

www.ciaprochef.com/acap
707-967-2497

The Culinary Institute of America at Greystone 
Napa Valley, California

In just 30 weeks of cooking, studying wine, developing
menus, and exploring culinary trends, you will:

• Gain new skills and insight into culinary techniques,
ingredients, and cuisines

• Heighten your ability to work with chefs and lead a
culinary operation

• Learn in an inspiring setting in the heart of America’s
wine country

Increase the Marketability of Your 
Bachelor’s Degree in Hospitality and Tourism
Management, Food Science, or Nutrition

The CIA at Greystone is a branch of the CIA, Hyde Park, NY.
©2005 The Culinary Institute of America

Raise the Bar
on Your Career
Possibilities

Accelerated Culinary Arts 
Certificate Program

Ad Size: 3x8 The Culinary Institute of America
Publication: Beacon - Florida International University

ACAP Ad 4.75x8  2/24/05  10:04 AM  Page 1

without spending lots of time consider-
ing milestones and accomplishments and 
things like that. I don’t have room in my 
head for anything but winning.”

I have yet to ask Price his thoughts 
now that he’s done it. But there is one 
thing I can tell you: No one is happier to 
get this milestone out of the way more 
than Danny Calvin Price, because the 
only history he really cares about is FIU 
calling its National Champion. 

It’s a dream he’s held ever since he 
was an outfielder on the 1973 Inaugural 
Baseball team, when FIU’s athletes wore 
Sunblazers instead of Golden Panthers on 
their chests–a dream that’s teased him and 
eluded him time and time again. 

It is a dream he is determined to catch. 
But I hope he’ll take some time from that 
dream to reflect on what he has done and 
give himself a pat on the back. 

It’s an amazing feat, and it adds 
more cement to his already legendary 
career.

CONGRATS: President Modesto A. Maidique, Coach Danny Price, and Chief of Staff 
Paul Gallagher, hold Price’s now retired jersey number 21. Price is the first baseball 
coach to have their jersey retired at FIU. ALEX HERNANDEZ/THE BEACON
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Dennis Diaz steals three bases in victory

TOO HIGH: Chris Dunn slides safely into second base as the throw from home was too 
high for second baseman Wilson Matos. Pitcher Danny Hernandez picked up the save 
with a scoreless ninth inning. JESSICA MARSHALL/THE BEACON

MILESTONE, from page 12

As a Soldier at the Defense Language Institute in Monterey, California, 
you’ll learn one of 21 languages. And you don’t need to speak a 

foreign language to qualify.

>> Call Miami West or North Miami Army Career
Centers at 305-223-1660 or 305-945-6345 to find
out about college loan repayment and more Army
benefits.

PROPOSED ACTIVITIES AND SERVICE FEE

INCREASE HEARINGS OPEN TO PUBLIC 

PROPOSED FEE INCREASE 
OF $1.38 PER CR/HR

BBC- WED., MARCH 16, 2005, 3:00 PM
Mary Ann Wolfe Theatre (WUC 100)

UP- WED., MARCH 30, 2005, 3:00 PM
Graham Center 150

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIEDS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SWIMMING TEACHERS, LIFEGUARDS, OFFICE ASSISTANTS: P/
T, F/T.  Responsible and enthusiastic people needed to teach swimming 
to children or work in a busy swim school office throughout the summer. 
Locations at the UM Wellness Center, Gulliver Academy, Coral Gables 
Country Club and Big Five Club.  Current CPR required for pool staff. 
Priority will be given to experienced swimming instructors with WSI 
certification. Positions open as early as March 21st. $7 - $10/ hour. Call 
Ocaquatics Swim School at (305) 412-4447

Writing assistance available to proofread and edit papers, thesis, or disserta-
tion documents. Hourly rate. Call 305-498-9009. Leave a message or e-mail 
clarice_d_evans@yahoo.com

Doctoral student available for tutoring undergraduate statistics courses. 
Hourly rate, flexible schedule. Call 305-498-9009 and leave a message or 
e-mail Clarice_d_evans@yahoo.com

Escort service is looking for beau-
tiful girls for escort. No experience 
or car needed. Ages 18-35 years old, 
flexible schedule, $4,000 weekly, Call 
954-929-9772 or 305-653-7456

Photography Event Assistants 
Needed – Bob Knight Photo is 
hiring individuals for non-photo 
related tasks at local graduation 
ceremonies.  Excellent part-time, 
seasonal work.  $40/event, plus 
local travel expenses.  Check us 
out at www.bkhire.com for further 
details or call David Reeves at 866-
282-3027.

SUMMER JOBS: Recreation 
Camp Counselors/Supervisors for 
summer recreation program 6/6/05-
7/29/05 for children ages 5-15. 
WSI/Lifeguard and Maintenance 
Aides (5/05-9/05). Exp. Desirable. 
Apply at City of Plantation (west of 
Ft. Lauderdale) 400 NW 73 Ave., 
Plantation, FL 33317. Attn: Person-
nel or e-mail: jtanghow@plantation.
org

Photographers Needed        
Bob Knight Photo is currently hiring part-time photographers to work local 

college and high school graduation ceremonies in May, June, August, and 
December. Applicants must understand basic digital 35mm cameras, own a 
dark colored business suit, possess a conservative appearance, and attend two 
mandatory training sessions on April 20 and 21 from 6:30pm to 10:30pm.  
We have plenty of work throughout May and June but all photographers 
will be working every Friday and Saturday in May, and one event each day 
during our busiest week of May 16-21.  Pay is $50.00 per event.  Additional 
information and applications are found at www.bkhire.com.  Please call David 
Reeves at 866-282-3027.

QUIT YOUR JOB!!! Hundreds of 
Work at Home Opportunities!!! www.
workathomepublishing.com

it’s special but at the same time I realize 
that it’s the people who make these things 
possible: the players, the assistant coaches 
[and] the trainers. It’s just been a great 
team effort.”

Junior Frank Gonzalez (3-0) picked up 
the historic win in relief of starter Denny 
Hernandez. Gonzalez pitched five and 
two-third innings, allowed two runs on 
six hits, walked one batter and struck out 
a career-high eight.

Junior Nick Cadena who went 3-for-
3 with a homerun, three RBIs, one run 
scored and a stolen base, led FIU offen-
sively. Senior Dennis Diaz went 3-for-4 
with three stolen bases, four runs scored 
and an RBI.

Quinnipiac got on the board first after 
a fielding error by second baseman Corey 
Lozano, and then four consecutive walks 
by Denny Hernandez led to two runs. 
Hernandez went for one-third of an 
inning in his first start of the season.

In the bottom half of the inning, 

FIU cut the deficit to one run after Diaz 
scored off a ground ball by junior Michael 
Lopez.

FIU then took the lead in the third 
inning after an RBI single by Diaz and 
a throwing error from the catcher (who 
attempted to catch Diaz stealing second) 
that scored shortstop Luis Rivera.

FIU added two more runs in that 
inning, as well as two more in the fourth, 
to take a 7-2 lead.

Quinnipiac crawled within a two-run 
deficit, 7-5, after scoring one run in both 
the fifth and sixth inning, off Gonzalez 
and another in the seventh, off junior 
Matt Rainey.

However, Cadena put the game away 
in the bottom of the seventh inning with 
a two-run homerun over the wall in left-
center.

Danny Hernandez pitched a scoreless 
ninth inning to end the game. He allowed 
no hits and struck out a batter in his tenth 
appearance of the season.

“I just want the next win,” Price said. 
“[I am] trying to get the program going 
again after the stumble last year.”

EDIT 
FOR US!

The Beacon is searching for a
 talented and dedicated 

individual to become a sports 
copy editor.

Stop by our offices in GC 210 or WUC 
124 to apply or e-mail Recruitment Editor, 
Joel Marino at BeaconRecruit@yahoo.com
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See PRICE, page 10

See MILESTONE, page 11

A NEW PLATEAU: .Coach Price becomes one of only 31 Division I baseball coaches 
to have 1,000 career victories. (Center) Price admires one of the gifts he received after 
his 1,000th victory.  LEFT PHOTOS BY ALEX HERNANDEZ AND TOP PHOTO BY GEOFF ANDERSON/SPECIAL TO THE BEACON

There’s more to Danny Price than victory landmark

WITH VICTORY OVER QUINNIPIAC, 
COACH PRICE REACHES MILESTONE

By XAVIER VILLARMARZO
Staff Writer

With over a dozen of his family mem-
bers in attendance, Head coach Danny 
Price put even more emphasis on his 
life-long commitment to the FIU baseball 
program by earning his 1,000th career 
victory with a 10-5 win over Quinnipiac 
University, March 10 at University Park 
Stadium.

Price is one of only 31 Division I col-
lege baseball coaches to reach the mile-
stone and is one of 16 currently active 
coaches with 1,000 wins. 

Price has been the head coach for 26 
years and was also on the first team FIU 
ever fielded. Fittingly, he also recorded 
the first hit in the program’s history.

“In an era in athletics where longevity 
and loyalty become a lost art, [Price] is 
really a treasure to FIU,” said Athletic 

Director Rick Mello. “He’s given his 
life to this institution … [and] from that 
standpoint, we owe him a huge debt of 
gratitude.”

After earning his bachelor’s degree in 
1974, Price returned as a volunteer bat-
ting instructor for the Golden Panthers 
in 1978. 

During that season, FIU went on to 
break or tie 36 offensive records and 
amassed a team batting average of .318.

Price was appointed head coach only 
two years later, in 1980, and has compiled 
a career record of 1000-528 ever since.

“It’s been a grind in some ways, and 
it’s been a lot of fun in a lot of ways,” 
said Price. “I feel very honored to be in 
the program as long as I’ve been here 
and to reach a plateau like this. I know 

No words I write could sum up Danny Price better as a coach. 
Being a champion is his dream, and every FIU baseball 
player sees it in writing every time they enter the locker room: 
“If you don’t believe, you don’t belong ... OMAHA.”

“COMMENTARY

By MESSOD BENDAYAN
Staff Writer

FIU Baseball Head coach Danny Price 
just earned the 1,000th win of his career, 
making him the 31st college baseball 
coach to accomplish such a feat. 

Not many in that elite fraternity have 
earned it faster than Price, who is cur-
rently in his 26th year with the program. 
Every win has come from FIU, with 133 
of them coming before FIU advanced to 
Division I in 1983.

I could go on giving you facts, stats 
and numbers on Price. But numbers alone 
paint only part of the picture. So, let me 
tell you about the man himself.

Earlier this season, senior center fielder 
Dennis Diaz broke FIU’s career stolen 
base record vs. LaSalle on Feb. 19. 

While Price said he was happy about 
the record, something else he said stuck 
in my head: “Records are fun only when 
you win.”

No words I write can sum up Danny 
Price better as a coach. Being a champion 
is his dream, and every FIU baseball player 
sees it in writing every time they enter the 
locker room: “If you don’t believe, you 
don’t belong ... OMAHA.”

In his world, individual records don’t 
mean much when you’re trying to be 
the best team in the country. As great as 
a 1,000 wins sound, it’s not something 
Price likes to think about much and not 
just because it’s a distraction from the 

ultimate goal. It’s also a reminder of how 
long he’s been at FIU, of old age creep-
ing in, of time ticked away, his dream 
not yet in his grasp and wondering how 
much time he’s got left to make them 
come true. 

In a sport where private colleges 
(like Miami) have a significant financial 
advantages over state schools (like FIU) 
in recruiting and Major League Baseball 
teams send scouts armed with radar guns 
and promises of fame and fortune to any 
good player willing to listen, the odds of 
a school like FIU fielding a team good 
enough to get to Omaha every year 
can feel like making lemonade with no 
lemons. 

But this is familiar to Danny Price - it’s 
a part of the job, like the blue and gold 

he wears every game - and if you listen to 
him long enough, you might believe that 
despite the odds, he’ll find a way to lift up 
that trophy in Omaha. Somehow.

Last season, FIU Baseball finished 
29-33, only the second time ever that 
FIU Baseball finished under .500. In his 
space in the coaches’ locker room, Price 
kept and read books like “The Power of 
Positive Thinking” to keep his spirits up,  
hoping to pass on the good vibes to his 
struggling ball club.

Early on in that season, Price spoke 
during an on-air interview about his 
thoughts on nearing the 1,000-win mark, 
and he seemed flustered by the question. 
Eventually, he said, “Get back to me with 
that question once it gets here and I’ll 
answer you then.”

Later on that season, I broached the 
subject again, this time off-air. And again,  
Price seemed flustered. But he did give 
me a partial answer.

“When you’re in my position, you 
don’t spend a whole lot of time on things 
like that. Winning games is hard enough 
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