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Halting of program results in protest

STUDENTS UNITE TO PROTEST: Administrative threats of closing the Speech and language Pathology program resulted in a student protest af the Graham Center on Feb. 2.

Graduate students from the program held up banners and signs demanding support (above and below). Auex Hernanoez/Tre Beacon

By C. JOEL MARINO
Senior Staff Writer

Beneath light but steady
rain, graduate students from
the FIU Speech and Lan-
guage Pathology program
chanted, waved colorful signs
and paraded around University
Park’s Graham Center. This
was done in an attempt to
stop what they believe is the
closing of their department by
university administrators.

“We’re protesting that we
need this program in our com-
munity, a program that will
benefit many people in need,
and that despite this, we’re
being shut down,” said Shara
Segal, a student completing
the first year of her master’s
program and an organizer of
the event.

The 25 students enrolled
in the program stated that
they had been organizing the
protest since Ronald Berkman,
dean of the college of Health
and Urban Affairs, announced
on Jan. 27 that their depart-
ment could face termination
due to financial problems.

According to the students,
the administrators told them
that the program would be
closed because the department
needs to generate a certain
amount of revenue which has
not yet been met.

“[FIU] is saying they’re

shutting the program because
of financial reasons, but yet
they still have money for things
like the football team,” said
Christine Aguilera, a student
in her first year of the graduate
program. “They have money
for other areas, but something
that’s needed for the commu-
nity, they can’t seem to find
the money for that.”

Speech and language
pathologists are educated
to assess speech and language
development and to treat lan-
guage and speech disorders in
infants and the elderly.

According to the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics,
more than 26,000 speech
pathologists will be needed to
fill the demand between 2002
and 2012 with 53.1 percent

more job openings than job
available workers in Florida.

Applicants for the positions
are only accepted if they have
graduated from an accredited
master’s program, a status
reached by FIU during the
summer of 2004 when the
five-year-old program received
full accreditation from the
American Speech and Hearing
Association.

“If they are willing to cut
an accredited program that’s
only been around for a short
time and is just now begin-
ning to flourish, what’s going
to keep them from going and
cutting the next school when
they need the money?,” Agu-
ilera said.

See CLOSING, page 2

Loews Hotel’s
CEO promotes
new book at FIU

By DAMIAN GRASS
Contributing Writer

Jonathan M. Tisch,
Chairman and Chief Exec-
utive Officer of Loews
Hotels, was surprised when
he received a huge “We’re
glad you’re here” welcome
cheer from students and
faculty in FIU’s School
of Hospitality and Tour-
ism Management, when
he arrived to promote his
newest book, “The Power
of We: Succeeding Through
Partnerships,” on Friday,
Jan. 28.

Tisch is a returning
guest speaker as part of the
Spring 2005 Dean’s Lec-
ture Series.

“It is such a pleasure
being back here to speak
to you all,” said Tisch to
the 500 plus attendants
at the Kovens Conference
Center.

The top leading indus-

trialist shared stories of
his childhood vacations
spent at family owned hotel
properties, and learned how
the employees made it all
happen.

“I was answering phone
calls at the front desk when
I was seven,” Tisch said.

Decades later, Tisch’s
experiences and succeeding
efforts have made Loews
Hotels one of the leading
luxury hotel chains today.

The third-generation
hotel mogul targeted up-
and-coming leaders of the
hospitality industry with
the importance of starting
at the bottom.

“Before you can become
the president, a senior exec-
utive or even a CEO of a
major corporation,” he said,
“you need to know every
aspect of the company.”

To prove his point, Tisch

See LOEWS, page 3
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THIS WEEK ON CAMPUS

MONDAY e FEBRUARY 7

Campus Bible Fellowship: 11 am. - 12 p.m.,
GC 305, UD.

Campus Crusade for Christ presents “Porn
Nation-The Naked Truth”: 7 p.m., 9 p.m., GC
140, UP.

Women’s Basketball hosts Middle Tennessee: 7
p.m., Pharmed Arena, UD.

Men’s Basketball vs. Western Kentucky: 8 p.m.,
Bowling Green, Kentucky.

TUESDAY e FEBRUARY 8

Latin American & Caribbean Art Lecture
Series - Joel Weinstein: 6 p.m. - 8 p.m., Frost
Art Museum, UD.

Campus Bible Fellowship: 7:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.,
GC 305, UD.

WEDNESDAY ¢ FEBRUARY 9

Federalist Society Meeting: 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.,
GL 165, UD.

Dominican American Student Organization
(DASO): 2 p.m., GC 305, UP.

Cuban American Law Society: 8 p.m., Dean’s
conference room, UD.

THURSDAY e FEBRUARY 10

Future Educators of America meeting: 8 p.m.,
PC 441, UPD.

FRIDAY e FEBRUARY 11

VH Series - Isaura Oliveira: Original Afro-
Brazilian choreography and music: All day,
VH 100 Dance Theater, UD.

FIU indoor track and field team at Valen-
tine’s Day Invitational: 9 a.m., Boston, MA.
Softball team hosts FIU Invitational: 11 a.m.,
University Park softball field, UP.

Baseball team vs. FAMU: 2 p.m., Tallahassee,
FL.

SATURDAY e FEBRUARY 12

CH Series - Isaura Oliveira: Original Afro-
Brazilian choreography and music: All day,
VH 100 Dance Theater, UP.

Softball team hosts FIU Invitational: 11 a.m.,
University Park softball field, UP.

Baseball team vs. FAMU: 2 p.m., Tallahassee,
FL.

Women’s Basketball vs. Arkansas State: 8:05
p-m., Jonesboro, AR.

WEATHER

Hi/Low
MONDAY 74°F/61F
partly cloudy
Hi/Low
74°F/62° F
partly cloudy

TUESDAY

Hi/Low
75°F /60°F

WEDNESDAY
partly cloudy

Hi/Low
75°F/61° F

THURSDAY partly cloudy

Hi/Low
FRIDAY 74°E/57°F
partly cloudy
Hi/Low
72°F/58°F
partly cloudy

SATURDAY

Hi/Low
72°F /59°F
partly cloudy

SUNDAY

Courtesy of www.weather.com
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Low revenues threaten to
close graduate program

CLOSING, from page 1

However, when asked
about the protests and
the closing of the pro-
gram, Berkman claimed
that the students’ reac-
tions were exaggerated
and that the program
would not be elimi-
nated.

According to Berk-
man, the university made
a decision to temporarily
halt the program due to
internal problems that
might endanger its new
accreditation.

To keep its accredita-
tion, the department
must meet certain crite-
ria, including the main-
tenance of a fixed set of
faculty members.

Earlier last year, two
of the program’s profes-
sors, Lamieda McNeally
and Lynn Ramos, left the
university, leaving only
two tenured professors
and one clinical professor
within the department.

“My primary responsi-
bility is to make sure the
program stays accredited
and [that] there is a fac-
ulty to teach the students
to get them their degree.
That’s a significant chal-
lenge when we only have
a limited faculty,” Berk-
man said.

The dean also stated
that the financial reasons
behind the actions taken
did not come from prob-
lems the university may
be having but, from a
lack of expected revenue
from the program.

Berkman said that
they anticipated that
they would have revenue
approaching $30,000
from the Hearing and
Language Clinic for its
first year and a total
of $130,000 after two
years.

The clinic has only
yielded $23,000 and the

PROTEST: Graduate students from the Speech and language Pathology department
protest outside the Graham Center on Feb. 2 after hearing allegations that the univer
sity will be eliminating the program becasue of limited funds low-income. Isioro Pentzce/The

BeacoN

faculty within the depart-
ment has not brought in
any outside sponsored
research through grants
and contracts.

“I hope we [will] find
a solution to enhance the
revenue in the program
and continue to run it,”
Berkman said.

He would not state
how the revenue’s
increase will be reached.

But, according to
ASHA’s website at
www.asha.org, a pro-
gram cannot maintain
its accreditation if annual
fees are not paid.

A school may keep its
status if placed under a
two year or more proba-
tion in which accredita-
tion standards may once
again be reached, but
there is no word it FIU’s
program will go through
this phase at all.

@

The dean also
responded to accusa-
tions that the university
is eliminating a program
beneficial to its planned
medical school proposal
by stating that the Speech
and Language Pathology
program would have no
correspondence with the
school.

“I can tell you that
SLP is not a fundamental
program for a medical
school. It is not part
of the core curriculum
of a medical school—
most medical schools
have no speech language
departments,” Berkman
said. “That’s not to say
that the SLP could or
would, down the line,
have some relationship
with the medical school
even though it is not a
required course.”

For now, Berkman

assures students who
are afraid that they will
be scattered to other
colleges that the final
decision to fully close the
program has not been
reached and that they
will all be able to gradu-
ate with their degree.

No decision has been
reached about the future
of the incoming class who
turned in their admission
applications before the
Feb. 1 deadline.

“There have been a
number of programs at
FIU that have, for one
year suspended admis-
sions and then restarted
the program, and I’'m
not even sure if we’re
doing that,” Berkman
said.

“My hope is that we
won’t do that, but we
kind of have to solve one
problem at a time.”

2/5/05 12:43:57 AM
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Fatal accident takes life of

charming faculty member

By ANA SANCHEZ
BBC Editor

Student’s who walked
past Biscayne Bay Campus’
Center On Aging would
often find 86-year-old Pearl
Ferber sitting at her com-
puter typing away.

She still walked up the
stairs in Academic One every
day and took walks every
morning while listening
to country music on her
headphones. She always
wore matching jewelry and
with a coquettish smile she
would boast, “I still have all
my teeth.”

On the morning of Jan.

31, Ferber’s husband was
driving her to work when
an SUV drove into the pas-
senger’s side of the vehicle
on the corner of Northeast
151 St., at the entrance to
BBC.

Ferber was airlifted to
Jackson Memorial Hospital
where she passed away. Her
husband was injured in the
accident but survived.

As of press time and
despite several phone calls,
The Beacon was unable to
reach the North Miami
Police department in regards
to the accident.

Coworkers were shat-
tered when they heard the

CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES : A decdly accident on
Jan.31 claimed the life of 86-year-old Pearl Ferber.
(Above) Ferber, a secretary at the Center On Aging
celebrates her 85 birthday at an office party held in

her honor. Courrtsy PHoto

news.

“This morning I had
to go by her desk and I
walked all the way around.
I couldn’t bare it. Every day
I would pass by and I’d say
‘Hey young lady’ and she
would laugh. ’'m going to
miss that,” said close friend
Evelyn Cawley, program
pssistant for GEARUP Pro-
grams in the College of
Education.

Ferber worked at FIU
for 21 years as a secretary.
Born in Milledgeville, Ga.,
Ferber was raised in Atlanta
and then moved to New
York where she worked as
a secretary for an insurance
company.

She married and had two
children. She also has one
grandson.

“You could always
depend on Pearl. She had
such a good sense of humor
and was fun to talk to,” said
Ann Goraczko, associate
director for the Institute for
Public Opinion Research/
Journalism and Mass Com-
munications.

A loyal member of the
Democratic Party and an
admirer of President Bill
Clinton, Ferber was active
in a community organiza-
tion in Concerned Citi-
zens, a community service
organization in Sunny Isles
Beach.

“At one of the Con-
cerned Citizens meetings
the commissioner asked,
*Mrs. Ferber when are you
going to retire?’ and her
response was, When you

retire, then I will retire,””
Cawley said.

Ferber’s coworker’s
described her as a consumate
professional who was always
willing to learn new things.

“She never came in late.
She never called in sick. Last
week she worked an hour
more so she could attend
a luncheon this week,”
Cawley said. “It was difficult
for her to learn Panthersoft
but she did it; no complaints
and always working with a
smile.”

Ferber was very sociable.
She still kept in touch will
her grade school friends and
dined at the Sweet Tomato
on weekends. She was fond
of traveling and planned
trips every year. On Fridays,
she attended Tai Chi class.

For her 86th birthday,
her coworkers organized a
birthday party where Vice
Provost Raul Moncarz gave
Ferber an award for her
demonstration of excellence
in the work place.

“She was always thinking
of other people. She repre-
sented what the university is:
service, understanding and
always having a good dis-
position toward the present
and the future,” Moncarz
said.

Services were held at
Levitt Weinstein Funeral
home in Miami Beach on
Feb. 2.

“She was one of those
rare people who enriched all
of our lives by just knowing
her,” said Betty Ryan, an
administrative assistant.

The Beacon - 3 I

THIS WEEK

MONDAY e FEBRUARY 7

African New World Studies presents Middle
Passage Art Exhibition: all week long, all day
events, WUC Art Gallery, BBC

SPC presents Pan African Art exhibit: 11 a.m.,
WUC Panther Square, BBC

SPC presents Belly Dancing: 6 p.m., WUC
155, BBC

TUESDAY e FEBRUARY 8

SPC presents Salsa Dancing: 6 p.m., WUC
155, BBC

West Indian Student Association presents
Sankofa Pageant: 8§ p.m., WUC Ballroom 244,
BBC

SPC presents Salsa Dancing: 6 p.m., WUC
155, BBC

WEDNESDAY ¢ FEBRUARY 9

African New World Studies & the Black Stu-
dent Association present lst Annual African
American History Month Luncheon: 11 p.m.,
WUC Ballroom, BBC, $15 per person

SPC Panther Pep Rally: 12 p.m., WUC Panther
Square

Student Government Council Meeting: 3:30
p.m., WUC 159, BBC

THURSDAY e FEBRUARY 10

SPC presents Ballroom Dancing: 6 p.m., WUC
155, BBC

School of Journalism and Mass Communica-
tions presents “Managing Perceptions Lec-
ture”: 7 p.m. WUC Ballroom Side A, BBC

FRIDAY e FEBRUARY 11

School of Journalism and Mass Communica-
tions presents “Reputation Management”: 4
p.m., room TBA, BBC

SPC presents Gospel Explosion: 8 p.m., Mary
Ann Wolfe Theater, BBC

SATURDAY e FEBRUARY 12

Institute of Government presents “Excellence
in Ethics and Management”: 8§ a.m., WUC 155,
BBC

Iglesia Misién Carismatica Assembly/ Service:
5 p.m., WUC Ballroom, BBC

Missionaries of Jesus Christ Performance: 7
p.m., Mary Ann Wolfe Theater, BBC

CEO lecture motivates students

LOEWS, from page 1

jumped on the reality-show wagon
and starred in the first episode of
TLC’s “Now
Who’s Boss,”
where for five
days chief exec-
utives must
trade in their
iron-pressed
suits for poly-
ester uniforms
and work as
lower-level
employees for
their own com-
panies.

The 790-room beachfront
Loews Hotel on Collins Avenue
was Tisch’s choice for a new career
change.

“I was a room service waiter,
housckeeper, member of the bell

TISCH
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staff, front-desk clerk, engineer
and pool attendant,” Tisch said
while counting his fingers. “I did
it all.”

He said that it took him
“three hours to clean up just one
room.”

According to Tisch, Miami
Beach was in dire need of a make-
over for more than 30 years. As
one of the nation’s leaders of
the travel and tourism industry,
Tisch had his eye on restoring
and expanding what used to be St.
Moritz hotel, located in the Art
Deco district.

In order to persuade the Miami
Beach commission board to agree
on a new development project for
a Loews Hotel in the mid 90s,
the determined CEO sported a
blonde wig, long skirt and high
heels as he asked the street locals
for their opinions on the idea ...

while being videotaped.

After viewing the tape, the com-
mission stated in the following
meeting that if a chief executive
officer is willing to go “in drag
to show such determination and
passion for this community, then
we are proud to support him,”
Tisch said.

He concluded his lecture with
his important rule of, “under-
standing your responsibility to
assist your community.”

Loews Hotels presently owns
and operates 18 hotels and resorts
throughout the United States and
two in Canada.

The Loews Hotels’ latest ven-
ture is a renovated 277-room
historic European-style Don Cesar
Beach Resort in St. Pete Beach,
FL. For more information on the
Loews Hotel’s information, sign
on to www.loewshotels.com.

@

Tips from Tisch: A
Recipe for Personal Suc-
cess

1) Never Start a Paragraph
With “I”: Copernicus
proved it — The universe
doesn’t revolve around
you.

2) Listen Carefully: You
never learn a thing while
your mouth is open.

3) Make It a Win/Win
Situation: You can’t have
it all - Where would you
keep it?

4) Do Your Homework:
What you don’t know can
hurt you.

5) Be Media Savvy: Your
15 minutes of fame is
coming - Are you ready?
6) Be Creative: Learn to

think upside-down, inside-
out and sideways.

7) Empower Others: You
can’t perform a symphony
if you’re a one-man band.
8) Reinforce The Brand:
Build the legend of you.
9) Take a Job, Any Job:
Don’t be afraid of starting
atthe bottom —You’ll have
nowhere to go but up.
10) Pay Attention to
Detail: Perfection is in
trifles — But perfection is
no trifle!

11) Network, Network,
Network!: You’ve got
something in common
with everybody.

12) Be Good To People:
It’s the golden rule,
stupid!

2/5/05 12:45:27 AM
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IS free

on the Internet

Free offers on
the Internet con
student’s money

By LEONOR GUERRERA
Contributing Writer

You know that old cliché
that ifit is too good to be true,
it probably is? Well, the cliché
is true and it happened to me.
Those of you who surf the
Internet regularly have prob-
ably seen those banner ads for
a free computer; usually they
want to give you a free laptop,
sometimes it’s a desktop. I
went for the free laptop.

This is what happened: I
saw a banner at a web page,
either at Yahoo or at Bell-
south.net, advertising a free
laptop.

I clicked on the banner
and was transported to a web
page that wanted me to buy
a number of products and
services before they would
give me a “free” laptop. The
company called itself eMarke-
tresearchGroup

There were several pages of
products and services to buy,
and as I went from page to
page, the products got more
and more expensive.

Some of the more expensive
products were products that I
didn’t want, like a credit card
with a fee of $200, or a satel-
lite service, which was more
than I wanted to pay every
month, and so on.

The products that I ended
up buying were the follow-
ing:

1. A subscription to BMG
Music Service; they sent me
seven CDs and charged me
about $20 for shipping.

2. A subscription to Colum-
bia House DVD Club; they
sent me five DVDs and charged
me about $13 for shipping

3. A face cream called Nexi-

layout 02-07-05.indd 1

derm from a company called
Boehm-Ritter. The cream was
“free,” but I had to pay for the
$9.95 shipping charges.

4. A subscription to Direct
TV, which I later cancelled
with no penalty.

Of'the above, the face cream
company turned out to be the
most obnoxious. They charged
an additional $49.95 to my
credit card, for an alleged
subscription to their product,
without my authorization.

I had to complain to the
credit card company, which
in turn changed my credit
card number and issued me
a new credit card. That issue
has not been resolved, and 1
may have to file a complain
with the police, in order to get
that charge of $49.95 credited
back to my credit card.

I have since found that
there are several companies
on the Internet claiming that
they will give you a free com-
puter.

I even went to ebay.com, an
auction website, where I tried
to find a cheap laptop.

Instead, I found some
people are auctioning the
Internet address of those com-
panies that alleged to give you
a free laptop. Having learned
from my previous experience,
I didn’t fall for that.

I didn’t get a free computer
and now I have close to $100
in charges on my credit card.
The moral of the story is that
if you have to spend money to
get something for free, then it
is not free.

If any one has managed to
get the “free” computer, the
laptop or desktop, please send
me an e-mail at: lguer004@fiu.
edu.

LETTERS

Former FIU student
relates to motorcycle
accident obituary, sends
prayers

I was extremely heartbro-
ken after reading the obituary
in the previous issue of The
Beacon and 1 wanted to pass
on a message to the victim’s
family. My younger brother
recently survived a motorcycle
accident and is currently hand-
icapped (doctors say he should
be walking again soon).

My family and I are thank-
ful he survived, but it’s quite
an adjustment coping with
this.

Monstrosity angers
faculty member,
junkheap not art

FIU has gained a certain
level of fame with its Uni-
versity Art Park campus, and
deservedly so. Unfortunately,
this achievement has been
cheapened lately due to a poor
decision to erect the monstros-

He’s just not the same
person anymore. He’s over six
feet tall and now he can’t even
stand up. I wanted to send
my condolences to the Gomez
family. I am utterly sorry for
their loss. My brother also
purchased his motorcycle
against my parents’ wishes and
wrecked it only a few weeks
after getting it.

I don’t think I’ll ever be
able to look at another motor-
cycle or rider the same way
again. My prayers are with
the family as they learn to cope
with such a precious loss.

I feel the necessity to speak
up after the trauma my family

ity entitled Mixed Steel Media,
in the quadrangle in front of
the Primera Casa Building.
Art it is not; rather, it
resembles junkyard discards
(which is probably what it is
made of). If the intent was
to display Haitian art, then it
would be far better to direct
people to the library where
beautiful Haitian paintings

has experienced due to my
brother’s accident. No one
deserves to go through this
pain and suffering, especially
when they’re so young! My
brother is 23 and he graduated
from the University of Tampa
in the Spring of 2004.

He was about to start his
military career in the army
when he got hurt. I will say a
special prayer for their family —
keep your faith and be encour-
aged. You are not alone.

Kara Grant,
Former FIU Student

have been hung from time
to time. So, let’s remove this
rusty erector set in the very
near future.

And please, don’t justify
this junkheap with the cliche
“beauty is in the eye of the
beholder.”

Tony Shershin,
FIU Faculty Member

Speak your
mind, online!

Got something to say?
Post a comment on whichever story
you like (or dislike) at
www.beaconnewspaper.com

@
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Election won on moral value issues

b

Pro-life and anti-gay marriage positions
supposedly make one “moral.”

By JAMES VALLE
Staff Writer

For those of us studying
politics or for the casual nightly
news-viewer, whenever the 2004
presidential election comes up
in conversation we undoubtedly
hear those two, now infamous
words: moral values.

President Bush won re-elec-
tion because moral values were a
more important deciding factor
in the votes of Americans than
any other issue, including ter-
rorism, healthcare and the war
in Iraq.

These voters favored Bush
80-18% according to CNN’s exit
polling data.

Apparently voters that
thought what Steve and Bob
do behind closed doors is more
important than our homeland
security, provided Bush with the
margin of victory.

Republicans have done a
superb job of making faith, God,
Jesus and morality conservative
terms. Pro-life and anti-gay
marriage positions supposedly
make one “moral.” However,
is that the true composition of
morality?

Ask a conservative the mean-
ing of morality and they’ll likely
tell you to turn to the Bible and
study the teaching of Jesus. I am
aproduct of 12 years of Catholic
school. This is something I have
done, and my conclusion is way
off base from that of your tradi-
tional Republican.

The four Gospels in the New
Testament provide the most
direct, detailed accounts in the
life of Jesus. Reading the Gospels
allows one to appreciate Jesus’s
most basic teachings: clothe the
naked, feed the hungry, cure
the sick and treat others as you
would want to be treated.

These are what I call “Gospel
values.” Unlike conservatives’
flawed understanding of moral-
ity, Democrats have historically
supported policies that pro-
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mote equality for all Americans
— regardless of race, gender or
sexual orientation. Ironically,
Republicans have consistently
used such positions as political
ammo to attack Democratic
policies.

Christ says that we are all
equal in the eyes of God, so
when conservatives support
policies that state otherwise, I
cannot judge that to be moral.

With a vast majority of
Americans possessing a source
of morality, they believe in the
proper funding of the public
education system.

They also believe in the right
for all Americans to have access
to affordable healthcare, a living
wage and equality for all, regard-
less of age, race or gender.

However, with these such
issues facing America today,
the Bush Administration has
immorally turned its back on
these problems and now closes
its eyes and prays that they’ll
g0 away.

Some leading educators
have found Bush’s heralded No
Child Left Behind (NCLB) act
underfunded to the tune of
$27 billion. Forty-five million
Americans lack any type of
health coverage while the aver-
age American’s income steadily
decreases, which plays a role in
the fact that the poverty rate in
America continues to rise at an
astounding rate.

Additionally, in today’s society
women still earn only 75 cents
for every dollar men earn.

You may say to yourself],
“this isn’t moral, what has our
‘compassionate conservative’
president done to address these
things?”

The president has continually
denied any problems in the fund-

ing of NCLB, though at least 11
state legislators have passed bills
denouncing the law.

He still opposes the impor-
tation of cheaper prescription
drugs from Canada because he
claims they may not be safe.
News flash: There is not a shred
of evidence they are unsafe.
However, allowing Americans
access to these drugs will put a
dent in the profits made by drug
companies here in America —the
same corporations that donated
millions to the president’s cam-
paign efforts.

Finally, the president has
supported cutting overtime
pay to millions of hardworking
Americans such as nurses and
firefighters. This has resulted
in many of the brave men that
ran into the towers on 9/11
losing their jobs. I insist this is
not moral.

As Republicans continue to
insist ownership of morality,
their actions do not support
their claims. I encourage the
Democratic Party and all its
members to stake a claim in the
Gospel values. These are values
that transcend all religions and
can be accepted by Americans
of all faiths.

Unlike the conservative
agenda, Democratic policies,
speeches and votes back up
our words. This is not straying
from the traditional Democratic
platform, it is simply an adjust-
ment in how the message is
portrayed.

If Democrats stand true to
their principles and refuse to
allow conservatives the inaccu-
rate and unfair claim to moral-
ity, the destructive rule of the
Republican party will soon start
to unravel in the face of the
truth.

WHAT DO THINK?

What do you think about the closing
of the Speech and Language Pathol-
ogy program?

* The closing should not happen. It is a
significant program that FIU needs.

® |t should not be closed entirely.

o | feel indifferent to the closing. If it doesn’t
affect me, | don’t care.

¢ | feel the closing is appropriate. What
good did the program serve?

® We had a Speech and Language
Pathology program?

Cast your vote at www.beaconnewspaper.com

WINNER & LOSER

WINNER

Female Broncos: The Daleville Broncos, a girls bas-
ketball team in Indiana recently broke their 113 game
losing streak. And we thought the Golden Panthers

&

were doing bad.

LOSER

Booty lover: Brad Devlin, a junior at Estero Senior
High was suspended for saying he loved booty during
a live broadcast of the school news. Devlin supposedly
added the comment after saying the women’s soccer
team kicked booty.

N

QUOTE

“It’s a lifetime achievement award, which is com-
pletely and wtterly surveal, given I’m only 30 years
old.”

— Leonardo DiCaprio, actor, during his accep-
tance speech at the Santa Barbara International Film
festival.

“I love my community and I have great faith in our
Justice system. Please keep an open mind and let me
have my day in court. I deserve a fair trial like every
other American citizen.”

— Michael Jackson, musician, in a statement about
his recent child molestation charges.

“I can safely tell you I won’t. Because were going to
play naked.”

— Paul McCartney, musician, promising no cloth-
ing mishaps during his Super Bowl Halftime Show
performance.

“Just let me digest it, and then we talk about
dresses.

— Catalina Sandino Moreno, actress, on her first
Oscar nomination for the film Maria Full of Grace,
when asked the important question: “What will you
be wearing?”

“Um pleased as punch.”

— Clint Eastwood, actor and director, on winning
the Directors Guild Award.

SEND LETTERS

Letters to the Editor must be dropped oft in GC 210 at
the University Park campus, WUC 124 at the Biscayne Bay
Campus or sent to beacon@fiu.edu. Letters must include
the writer’s full name, year in school, major/department
and a valid phone number for verification purposes. If
brought in to an office, a legitimate ID may be acceptaed
instead of a phone number. The Beacon reserves the right
to edit letters for clarity and /or spacing constraints. Letters
must adhere to a maximum of 400 words.

2/5/05 12:42:51 AM



By SHANE HOWARD
Staff Writer

Life after college is uncertain.
When it’s time to graduate, you
walk down the aisle, grab your
diploma, throw your cap and then
it hits you. What are you going to
do for the rest of your life? Career
Services will try to ease that stress
when the 2005 Spring Career
Fair is held at the University Park
campus on Feb. 15.

Senior Director of Career Ser-
vices, Olga Magnusen, said that the
employment market has improved
significantly. “The job market is
the best it has been over the last
three years,” said Magnusen.

The fair also offers an excel-
lent networking opportunity for
students.

Students will be able to
speak with representatives from
Anheuser-Busch, the Broward
Sheriff’s Office, Burdines-Macy’s,
Carnival Cruise Lines, FPL, Gen-
eral Electric, IBM and many other

LIFE!02-07-05.indd 1
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A FEW TIPS ON HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR
EXPERIENCE AT THE CAREER FAIR

prospective employers.

One hundred and thirty-two
companies, the maximum number
possible, have registered and
confirmed that they will attend.
Unfortunately, Career Services
cannot guarantee that all the
companies will show up. Absent
representatives was an issue at last
semester’s fair.

Amanda Ramirez, majoring in
print journalism, did not attend
last semester’s fair and has no plans
to attend.

“I do not think there are enough
employers in the journalism field
and that is the reason why I never
attend,” said Ramirez.

Despite some students disin-
terest in the fair, Career Services
recommends that everyone come
out, because there will be a com-
pany representative present for
every major.

The night before the fair FIU
President, Modesto A. Maidique,
will host a reception at his home
for employers attending the fair.

GrapHIc BY Luis NIN / THE BEACON

In order for students to get the
most from the career fair, Magnu-
sen offers these tips:

e Come in business attire.

*Bring 25-30 copies of your
resume.

e Review the list of the employ-
ers attending the fair by looking at
the Career Services website: www.
fiu.edu/~career

e Identify prospective employers
which interest you and do research
on them.

eFollow up with the employ-
ers that you meet at the fair and
indicate your interest in working
with them or having an internship
with them.

The Spring Career Fair will take
place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in
the Golden Panther Arena. The
fair is open to all FIU students
and alumni. Students will not be
admitted if they are not in busi-
ness attire. For more information
on the Spring Career Fair and
Career Services go to www.fiu.
edu/~career.

@
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Opera readies
grand season

By SHANE HOWARD
Staff Writer

South Florida is more
than just beaches, award
shows and a haven for
movie shoots. The Florida
Grand Opera has offices in
Miami-Dade and Broward
Counties. The FGO per-
forms main stage produc-
tions at the Miami-Dade
County Auditorium and
the Broward Center for the
Performing Arts.

“Opera is one of the
world’s greatest art forms,
one who considers them-
selves really educated. You
need to give it a try,” said
Justin Moss, managing
director for their market-
ing and communications
department.

The FGO’s season runs
from November to May
and each opera does five
performances in Miami
and two in Fort Lauder-
dale.

According to Moss,
opera singers cannot sing
on consecutive nights
because it puts a strain on
their vocal cords, show is
done three times a week.

Most students have the
wrong idea about opera.

“I think boredom. I
think glass breaking. I
think fat people,” said
Sawra Spence who majors
in business and sees opera
as incoherent.

“If you have insomnia,
g0 to an opera,” said Jes-
sica Berman, who majors
in print journalism.

According to Moss, the
FGO audience looks just

like the demographics here
in South Florida; young,
largely Hispanic people
who are a big part of the
audience. Then there are
those like Yvette Gutier-
rez who go to the opera
twice a year. After watching
“Madame Butterfly” at the
Broward location Gutier-
rez said,“It was very good;
excellent.”

Each opera is sung in
the language in which it
was written, but English
translations are projected
onto a screen above the
stage while the perfor-
mance takes place. An hour
before performances, free
opera previews explain the
plot and the entertaining
stories surrounding the
opera.

The FGO also helps
young singers with its
young artists studio. It
consists of about 10 singers
each year. The studio helps
the college or conservatory
graduates make the transi-
tion from an academic
environment to a profes-
sional career. The FGO
provides them with vocal
coaching and training
along with acting, move-
ment and dance studies.

“Paul Bunyan” is cur-
rently in production. The
remaining shows this
season are: “The Magic
Flute,” “Lucia di Lam-
meramoor” and “A Masked
Ball.” Ticket prices range
from $19 to $150 and
can be ordered online at
www.fgo.org or by calling
1-800-741-1010. Student
rates are available.

OPERA SPECTACLE: The opera, “lucia di Lammeramoor”

[above) will be coming to the Florida Grand Opera this season.

Courtesy PHoTo
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Cali rapper plays the PR game
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By HARRY COLEMAN
Sports Editor

Mixed reviews. That’s
the way to describe The
Game’s debut album enti-
tled The Documentary.

Labeled as the next great
California rapper, much
hype was put on The Game
in delivering the highly
anticipated West Coast
release since Dr. Dre’s
Chronic 2001.

The Game, who did
not begin rapping until
two years ago, released
the album as a member of
G-Unit.

Under the direction of
Dr. Dre, The Game put
together a first class col-
laboration of producers and
artist on the album.

While it doesn’t hurt to
have big-name producers
like Kanye West, Eminem,
Timbaland, Just Blaze, Hi-
Tek and Dr. Dre on the
album, it did hurt to have so
many collaborators. Most
of them seem to steal the
spotlight away from him
and out flow him.

In the song, “Hate it
or Love it” and “How We
Do” for instance, it almost
feels as if'it should have been
a 50 Cent song rather than
The Game. Not only does
50 Cent sing the chorus
in both songs, but he also
delivers too many verses.

In “Higher,” 50 Cent
spits the opening verse and
then the chorus, ultimately
leading him to take over
the track.

WEST SIDE: California rapper, The Game, wastes fime on his
latest album, The Documentary, mentioning commercial products,
that make his album sound more like an advertisement. Courresy

PHoto

Even The Game
acknowledges that collabo-
rators are taking over his
album.

In “We Ain’t,” produced
by Eminem, the Detroit
rapper outflows The Game,
leading him to mock him-
self' and say, “Someone get
Dre on the phone quick,
Em just killed me on my
own sh*t.”

The best lyrical song on
the album is the title track.
The Game raps, “I’m ready
to die without a reasonable
doubt/smoke chronic and
hit it doggystyle before

I go out/until they sign
my death certificate/all
eyez on me/I’m still at
it illmatic/and that’s The
Documentary.”

While the Game’s flow is
pretty good, the problem is
that he compares himself to
too many rap legends —leg-
ends who’ve been around
for a long time and have
proved themselves.

In the above verse, The
Game mentions albums and
songs of legends such as
Tupac, Jay-Z, Ice Cube, Nas
and Snoop Dogg. It almost
seems as if he is trying to put

himself among the best. He
also calls himself rap’s MV
even though this is his first
nationally released album by
a major label.

Listening to the album
feels like an infomercial for
products. The Game should
open his own store and sell
LP’s from NWA, Biggie,
Tupac and Jay-Z, Nike Air
Force Shoes, Gold Daytons,
Coca-Colaand Low Low’s.
All are mentioned in at least
95 percent of his songs.

The Game is also trapped
in the 90s, with constant
references to Tupac, Biggie
and Eazy-E and Dre. He
mentions how he wishes
NWA would have gotten
back together and how he
would have told Tupac to
be careful of getting shot on
the day of his murder.

The entertaining album
will keep your head bang-
ing. The production is sleek
and the verses are real with
a true gangsta who hangs
around with Bloods and
Crypts, this album has the
real side of the streets, not
the Gucci and Prada that
other rappers flow about.

SOME FAVORITE THINGS
BY LEONCIO ALVAREZ - OPINION EDITOR

1. CONVERSE CHUCKS

What can be better than moderately expensive
shoes that come in every possible color and can
be color coordinated with every piece of clothing
in your closet? Not much I tell you.

2. THE SIMS 2

The only game that I can honestly say has kept
me from eating, sleeping and even urinating for
a good two days in a row. Do I regret it? Not a
bit.

3. FIONNA APPLE

A depressed anorexic woman who sings about
her many heartaches and how men suck. Ironi-
cally, she still has obsessed fans who track her every
move, even after she appeared on MTV in a dress
without shaving her armpits.

4, MY CHILDHOOD OBSESSION WITH THE
SPICE GIRLS

Five, sometimes four, British women who sing
poorly out of tune and made a poor attempt

at a movie and even a video game, every fifth
grader’s dream come true. A true example of 15
minutes of fame.

How fame went to Freddie’s head

By ELIZABETH WELLINGTON
Knight Ridder Newspapers

When Eagles receiver Freddie
Mitchell flung off his helmet at the
end of the NFC championship game,
fans gasped.

Announcers stumbled over them-
selves trying to describe what was
going on in Mitchell’s head.

Now, we know the hairstyle is a
Frohawk. The cornrows were braided
up to the crown of Mitchell’s head,
exploding into a bugged-out bush,
thanks to Brandi James, a stylist at
Accents Unisex Salon in Willingboro,
N.J.

“I’ve been to Sweden... and Italy.
I'saw people there, and their hair was
faded, with a little left on the top,”
said Mitchell after practice recently,
wearing a brown leather jacket and
blue jeans. Five days after the win,
Mitchell’s cornrows were slightly
matted, and the Afro had been pulled
back into a ponytail.

“Some of the looks were like mul-
lets. I decided it looked kind of fly.
Now everybody is trying to get the
Frohawk,” Mitchell said.

Omar Simmons, the salon’s owner,
said Mitchell told him he wanted to
look like Mr. T’s character, Clubber
Lang, in Rocky III.

“The Eagles were about to enter
the battle of their lives,” Simmons
said. “We thought that was the per-
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CUT THAT HAIR!: Eagles’ Freddie Mitchell’s peculiar hairstyle mimics that of Mr. T.

Courtesy PHoto

tect look for the game.”

Last week, about a dozen men
requested the Frohawk, he said. The
look costs $45.

Simmons is working on a hot
Super Bowl look for Mitchell and
quarterback Donovan McNabb.
McNabb was in the salon recently,
getting his braids done.

“This look came about because of
the love of Philadelphia,” Simmons

said. “We want to give the fans some-
thing to talk about and enjoy.”

In Jacksonville, Mitchell plans to
wear T-shirts with “interesting say-
ings,” which will be available on his
Web site, www.freddiemitchell.com,
which launched this week.

“People just want to know what
Freddie Mitchell is thinking,” Mitch-
ell said. “Where in the world is Fred-
die Mitchell right now?”

@

THE SPICE GIRLS courrsy Proro

5. CHEESECAKE

As a young child, watching “The Golden

Girls” with my mother brought me

to have a

never-ending love affair with cheesecake. Funny

how I could never finish one whole
but how I try.

slice. Oh,

Alfred Hitchcock didn’t have

a belly

button. It was eliminated when he

was sewn up after a surgery.

— www.kellys.com/know.html

2/4/05 11:35:55 PM
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Super Bowl ought to be super clean

By GAIL PENNINGTON
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Unless Paul McCart-
ney moons the crowd,
the halftime show at this
year’s Super Bowl will be
as squeaky clean as the
NFL can make it.

No tape delay will be in
place during the halftime,
which also includes singer
Alicia Keyes. But the NFL
says it is reviewing “all
facets” of the halftime per-
formances in advance.

After last year’s outcry
about Janet Jackson’s
infamous wardrobe mal-
function, commercials for
Super Bowl XXIX, airing
Feb. 6 on Fox, came under
scrutiny as well. So audi-
ences won’t see Mickey
Rooney’s bare, 84-year-
old backside (the Airborne
spot didn’t pass muster)
or a Bud Light ad parody
showing a stagehand rip-
ping Jackson’s top with
a beer bottle. (Anheuser-
Busch agreed with Fox

and the NFL not to air
the parody during the
game but its getting even
more publicity on the bud-
weiser.com website. )

For fear of offending
mass audiences, Fox has
gone so far as to rename its
“Best Damn Sports Show
Period,” usually seen on
Fox Sports Net, as the
“Best Darn Super Bowl
Road Show Period.”

Viewers certainly
shouldn’t expect to see
anything like the “Desper-

ate Housewives” promo-
parody that stirred up
controversy during a
“Monday Night Football”
broadcast in November.
The spot was scripted
by “Housewives” cre-
ator Marc Cherry at the
request of ABC and wasn’t
intended to be controver-
sial Cherry told TV critics
meeting in Los Ange-
les. “We were just that
stupid,” said Cherry.
The spot was sup-
posed to feature “House-

wives” co-star Nicollette
Sheridan with “MNE”
announcer John Madden.
“A woman as glorious-
looking as Nicollette
Sheridan throwing herself
at John Madden is just
funny,” Cherry said.

In his spot, “the
towel wasn’t dropped
at the end, and there
wasn’t a jump into the
arms,” Cherry Said. After
Madden couldn’t appear
and was replaced by Ter-
rell Owens of the Phila-

FORTUNE'

At Ernst & Young, the opportunity for growth is enormous. We offer over
7,000 professional development programs — some of the best formal
learning programs in the country — because our philosophy is People First.
We recognize that our employees are essential to the firm’s growth and
success. And in order to attract the best talent, we've built an environment
that Fortune® magazine has consistently recognized as one of the “100 Best
Companies To Work For.” So whether you're looking for a place to grow or a
great place to work, look for our recruiters on campus. ey.com/us/careers

Audit * Tax * Transaction Advisory Services

Thirsty for knowledge?

Say when.

Ell ERNST & YOUNG

Quality In Everything We Do
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delphia Eagles, “suddenly
this thing became this
other thing that it wasn’t
really intended to be.”

Cherry said he felt bad
that some viewers were
offended, but added,
“I didn’t really realize
"Monday Night Football’
was such the family view-
ing experience. I wouldn’t
let my 5-year-old watch
beer commercials and
big-breasted cheerleaders
every Monday, but that’s
me.”

The Beacon is
available for
you to read
twice a week,
on Mondays
and Thurs-
days. Pick up
a copy of your
student news-
paper for the
latest in news,
sports and
entertainment.

The Beacon
is also avail-
able to read at
www.beacon-
newspaper.
com. There,
you can sign
in and com-
ment on sto-
ries, submit
letters to the
editor and
participate in
our Opinion
polls.

Comments
may also be
e-mailed to
Managing
Editor,
John Lovell

at john.
lovell@fiu.edu.
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Almonte follows coach

Rouco’s philosophies

DRIVEN, from page 12

players in the Dominican. We
have really good players there.
I came from a baseball family,
but I decided to play basketball.
My family was a little mad at me
because I have two brothers that
play professional baseball, and I
could be making a lot of money
playing baseball as well. I didn’t
like to play baseball and I loved
to play basketball.

Q. What brought you to
FIU?

Coach Rouco knew me and
he had seen me playing basket-
ball [in the Dominican Repub-
lic]. He brought me here; [first]
he fed me to a junior college
with one of his friends and now
I am here helping him.

Q. How different is it to
play in Miami compared to
Towa?

Well, the weather, and the
competition is a little harder
because there are more athletic
players and every team has better
players. My coach last year was
the same type of coach Rouco is.
So, it’s a little different because
life in Miami is diffrent, but I like
to play here because it’s like the
same type of city as back home.
For me, it’s better here.

@ Q. What was your most

memorable play at South-
eastern Community College
in Iowa?

I don’t know which one, we
won two national championships
there, so either one of those
games. [ The first year], I think
the first round was really nice,
we had a nice team and we only
lost one game during the whole
thing. We knew we could do it
the second year with so many
players coming back. It was
really nice to play there and win
two championships and have the
support of all the fans. They have
a really nice school over there.

Q. You still have one season
left after this one. What do
you hope to accomplish?

[I want to] just come back
next year, and I know Sergio will
bring in some more players that
will want to play for him—players
he has recruited himself. Some of
the players that are coming back
[are] me, Ish [Ismael N’Diaye]
and some more players.

I know we are going to have
a good team. We are going to
play very hard from the begin-
ning and start putting everything
together so we can have a
really nice run throughout the
season.

Q. Where do you see your-
self after your career is finished

as a Golden Panther?

Well, I want to keep working
hard and get the best of what I
can. Hopetully, I can play bas-
ketball because it’s what I like.
If I can go play professional
basketball somewhere I would
do it. But if I can’t, then that’s
why I am here in school studying
and trying to get the best I can
from the school.

That way when I finish my
career playing basketball I know
I will be able to do something;
I will be able to get a job some-
where outside basketball.

Q. What do you think this
team’s biggest necessity is for
next season?

We need big guys and we
need more shooting. That’s
been our biggest problem this
season. Ish [N’Diaye] has been
shooting well the last couple of
games, but Junior [ Matias], who
is our pure shooter on the team,
has been hurt for much of the
time. We need to put together
guys that want to work hard and
play hard.

Q. How is coach Rouco dif-
ferent from coaches you have
had in the past?

Coming from the Dominican,
coaches play a little differently
because of the situation there.
They know that players have to

NO PAIN, NO GAME: In the five overtime game on Jan. 30, Almonter

battled cramps 25 minutes of the game. Jessica MarshaiL/Te BeacoN

go and work outside of basket-
ball so there isn’t really enough
time to practice. Here [at FIU]
and in junior college in ITowa it
was not really much different.
Coach O’Brien [Southeastern
CC], he was just like coach
Rouco in terms of basketball
and playing hard and giving your

best effort to win. Coach Rouco
is really energetic and, like what
happened against Arkansas-Little
Rock in the first-half, he tried to
challenge me, because I didn’t
have a good first-half. He just
challenges you every time he
can and tries to get the best out
of you.

Florida International University
College of Arts and Sciences
Center for the Study of Spirituality

spirituality@fiu.edu

WORKSHOP ON
CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY
Dr. Hal W. French

Monday, February 7, 2005

7:30 p.m.

Graham Student Center
University Park Campus
Room 150
The event is free and open to the public

Dr. Hal W. French, professor emeritus of religious studies at the University
of South Carolina, will conduct the workshop, which is presented in the Year
of Spirituality Lecture Series. This year’s series has featured such spiritual
luminaries as the Dalai Lama, Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz, psychiatrist Jerry
Jampolsky, and Hindu guru Sri Sri Ravi Shankar.

“This will be an experiential workshop,” French said, “with persons invited
to enter into a reflective, meditative time using a variety of hymns as vehicles,
with the accompaniment of professional pianist Ruth Ann Galatas. Themes
of Christian spirituality — adoring, opening, receiving, and sharing — will be
explored.”

French is the author of eight books. His most recent title, Zen and the Art
of Anything, was selected as “one of the 50 best spiritual books of 2001”
by the magazine, Spirituality and Health. He is a multiple-award winning

teacher and has been extremely active in interfaith work. He earned his Ph.D.

at Macmaster University in Canada, and is on the editorial board of the
Encyclopedia of Hinduism.

For more information, contact spirituality@fiu.edu

PHoTOs CourTESY OF ATHLETIC MEDIA RELATIONS

Seniors Sheri-Ann Brooks and Kevon Pierre, of the men’s and
women’s track & field teams, were named Sun Belt Conference
Track Performers of the Week after stellar performances at the
Boston University Invitational over the weekend.

The Beacon is searching for a
talented and dedicated individual
to become a copy editor.

Stop by our offices in GC 210 or WUC
124 to apply or e-maill
Recruitment Editor, C. Joel Marino at
beaconrecruit@yahoo.com

02.07.05.sports.indd 3
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Three Northeast players sign with FIU

RECRUITING CLASS, from page 12

The 6-3, 270 pound player was a
first-team all-district and a second-team
all-county Large School Football team
selection of the South Flovida Sun-Sen-
tinel.

The team captain of the Dade/Bro-
ward all-star game selected FIU over
interest shown by Auburn, Wisconsin,
Kansas State and South Carolina among
others.

Going into the program’s second
year of transition in Division I-A, Strock
knew that players were beginning to take
notice.

“Each year there is more interest in
our program. Our move to I-A certainly
helps,” Strock said. “The young men
who are part of our 2005 Golden Panther
football team will have the opportunity to
play a major college schedule the whole
time they are here.”

With only one Miami-Dade commit-

ment, Strock said he hopes Miami-Dade
coaches and players show interest in FIU
next season.

All the signees attend high school in
Florida, with 10 from Broward, three
from Palm Beach and one from Miami-
Dade. Strock tried finding players in
Miami-Dade but didn’t succeed.

“It’s not that we didn’t recruit Dade
County,” Strock said on the lack of local
signings. “We recruit this county very
heavily. A lot of players made decisions
last night and this morning to go other
places. Godspeed to them. We gave them
the opportunity to play here, but they
decided to go elsewhere. We’ll continue
to recruit Dade County and hopetully,
we’ll have a better year next year.”

Nevertheless, high school coaches in
Broward are already taking notice.

“I think FIU provides an excellent
opportunity for a young man to stay in
South Florida and play Division I foot-
ball,” Ratkevich said.
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PRESS TALK: Don Strock was happy with his recruiting class for this season. Among the
holes the former Miami Dolphin focused on filling were running back, wide receiver and
offensive lineman. All signed players are from Florida. Jessica Marswaw/Tee Beacon

CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

Earn $6.50 + /hr

Conducting telephone surveys, easy
work. NO SALES

Work eves./wkends. No exp nec. We
Train Call 305-553-9828

COMPUTER EXPERTS

Work with one of the worlds best
stock market traders to develop systems
to be used in the global currency mar-
kets; the largest markets in the world.
You will use your skills as a computer
specialist to develop top notch trading
systems. You will be paid a percentage
of the profits generated by the systems.
Highly lucrative opportunity. Contact:
GFInvestor@aol.com

Money For College. The Army is cur-
rently offering sizeable bonuses of up to
$20,000. In addition to the cash bonuses,
you may qualify for up to $70,000 for college
through the Montgomery GI Bill and Army
College Fund. Or you could pay back up to
$65,000 of qualifying student loans through
the Army’s Loan Repayment Program. To
find out more, call Main Campus 305-223-
1660 North Miami Campus 305-945-6345
Broward 954-472-4800

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ROOMATE WANTED A.S.A.P
$475 includes water, electricity
and lawn maintenance to share 2/1
home. Females only. Great area- airfare, hotel, & more Space is lim-
67 Ave S.W. 24 St. Call 786-346- ited; Seats are going fast. Call 305-
9317 or 305-260-9414 861-0778
www.springbreakbrazil.com

Seeking Latin female singer for girl
group. Must sing R&B, Pop, Regge-
aton, Rap and write. Auditions held
February 5%. Serious inquiries only!
Contact groupotrez@aol.com with
resume & pictures. Be Bilingual.

SPRING BREAK BRAZIL
Rio de Janeiro VIP Club Passes,

CAMPUS INTERVIEWS-LET’S MAKE THIS YOUR BEST SUMMER YET — CAMP WAYNE, northeast PA-Counselor-Specialists for all
Land/Water Sports inc. Waterski, Wakeboard; Tennis, Golf, Baseball, Basketball, Soccer; Camping, Mountain Biking, Climbing/Ropes;
Roller Hockey; Rocketry; Fine Arts; Theater; Radio; Video. RN’s for our Health Center. CDL Drivers & Wait Staff. CAMPUS INTER-
VIEWS- THURS, FEB 15. Let’s get the ball rolling now! Online application www.campwayne.com; email info@campwayne.com; 1-
888-549-2963 (516-883-3067)

02.07.05.sports.indd 2 @ 2/4/05 11:46:51 PM
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EMERGING STAR: Ivan Almonte has been one of FIU's leading men on the court this
season. The junior transfer leads the team in scoring with 16.8 points per game and
rebounds WiTh an average O{ 10.0. Aw PHoros By Georr AnDERSON/ SPECIAL TO THE BEACON

Don Strock adds 20 with recruiting class

Our move to I-A certainly helps. The young men who
are part of our 2005 Golden Panther football team will
have the opportunity to play a major college schedule
the whole time they are here.

By HARRY COLEMAN
Sports Editor

Twenty high school seniors have
pledged to become Golden Panthers this
fall by signing Letters-of-Intent to play
for FIU on Feb. 2.

Looking ahead at having his second
senior class graduate after the 2005
season, Head coach Don Strock’s biggest
priority in this year’s recruiting class was
filling in certain positions where the team
was lacking depth.

“After this season we’ll lose six offen-
sive lineman, possibly seven. We’ll also be
losing five wide receivers,” said Strock on
National Signing Day.

Apart from thinking ahead, Strock is
also focused on finding players to replace

02.07.05.sports.indd 1

key seniors that will graduate this spring,
like running back Rashod Smith, FIU’s
first 1,000-yard rusher and wide receiver
Harold Leath, a two-time second team
All-Independent selection.

Two recruits that are expected to con-
tribute immediately include Northeast’s
running back A’mod Ned and Miami
Central’s wide receiver Demetrius Byrd.

Ned is a two-time All-Broward per-

www.beqconnews paper.com

ONE ON ONE WITH FIU
BASKETBALL'S LEADING PLAYER

By ANDONI GONZALEZ-RUA
Staff Writer

After choosing basketball over base-
ball, which his brothers play profession-
ally, Ivan Almonte came to FIU from
the Dominican Republic and is making
a significant impact on the basketball
court.

Recruited by coach Rouco, Almonte
proves day in and day out what working
hard in the sports arena can get you.

The Beacon spoke with Almonte about
his past, the present, and what he would
like to do in the future.

Q. After such a promising start to
the season, what went wrong?

Well, we had a couple of injuries and a
lot of new people on the team. Everybody
was trying to get to know each other and
get together. Then [there were] injuries
and some of the issues that took place
with some of the players on the team
having to leave.

That messed with the chemistry of the
team, but we know that we can do better.
So now we are down to nine players,
and it’s hard to practice when you only
have eight or nine players in practice. We
have to now do all we can, and I know

former and was the county’s leading
rusher last season with 1,635 yards on
202 carries. The four-year prep performer
who is 5 feet 9 and weights 185 pounds,
also rushed for 25 touchdowns.

Strock spoke highly of Ned.

“We watched him on film a lot and
he’s a good blocker and a tough guy who
catches the ball very well,” Strock said.
“Coach [Tony] Nathan likes him a lot.”

@

we can get everything together and put
all the pieces together. Everybody has
to accept their role and play. After that,
we are going to get better and win some
games.

Q. What has the team morale been

like in the locker room before and after @

games lately?

Coach Rouco won’t let us put our
heads down, so even though we are down
to eight players, we have been practicing
hard, even with injured players. We have
been trying to do the best we can, but
some games we just didn’t play well and
others we made some mistakes when we
could have won during the seven-game
losing streak. There were some games
we knew we could have won if we had
not made so many mental mistakes. But
that is what we are trying to do now: fix
those mistakes and get better [and] play
hard because that is how Rouco is. He
is energetic, and we are going to try and
play like that.

Q. Having come from the Domini-
can Republic, how and when did you
start playing basketball?

Well, there are a lot of basketball

See DRIVEN, page 10

Ned’s high school coach, Adam
Ratkevich, knows that the schools that
overlooked Ned because of his size will
regret it in the future.

“People don’t realize A’mod was both
the leading rusher and scorer in Broward
County,” said Ratkevich. “People under-
estimated him and I think it will come
back and kick them in the butt.”

Demetrius Byrd highlights the lone
Miami-Dade selection for FIU. The 6-3
receiver caught 37 catches for 860 yards
and nine touchdowns for Anthony Saun-
ders’ team.

FIU signed a total of five offensive
linemen. At the top of the list is another
Northeast player, Michael Alls.

See RECRUITING CLASS, page 11
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