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INTRODUCTION.

The General Assembly of the State of Indiana, at its ses-
sion of 1862-3, unanimously passed the following resolution:

“ResoLvep, That it shall be the duty of the State Librarian
to carefully collect, and arrange, in the manner hereinafter
prescribed, for future preservation, for the use of the State,
the names of all the Indiana soldiery (officers and men), who
have fallen in this struggle, or who may hereafter fall, whether
by disease or by the violence of the enemy; the time, place,
and cause of their death; their names, ages, places of nativity
and residence; place and date of enlistment, draft or substi-
tution ; regiment, company, commanding officers, from Colo-
nel to Captain inclusive; length of service; the battles, skir-
mishes, or any other engagementg with the enemy, in which
they may have participated; and any other incidents of spe-
cial interest connected with their history; and if officers, the
office, date of commission, division, brigade, regiment or
company, commanded by them, or to which they were
attached, with the promotions, if any, and the causes for the
same, and any and all other matters that may be interesting
and useful in the transmission of these illustrious names, to
the posterity of the State. That the whole be inscribed in
a clear and legible hand, in such form as to be conveunient for
printing, in a large and suitable book or books, entitled
‘Indiana’s Roll of Honor,” and the same to be placed in the
Library of the State.’

The above resolution suggested the idea of the present
work. It was at first my intention to have published in con-
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X INTRODUCTION.

nection with the “Roll” contemplated by the Legislature, a
volume of sketches of our most distinguished dead. On
visiting the armies much valuable information respecting the
services of our Indiana regiments was obtained. To put
this in proper form so that it might be preserved for the use
of the future historian seemed an object worthy of ambition.
Having collected the necessary materials, it soon became
appavent that in order to make the regimental sketches
intelligible to the reader it would be necessary to give an
account of the various campaigns, and general descriptions
of the several battles in which our regiments participated.
Thus the work has grown to its present dimensions.

The “Roll” contemplated by the resolution of the Legis-
ture will be published in the last volume of this work. The
second volume will be devoted chiefly to regimental histories
and biographical sketches.

T acknowledge my obligations to many officers and soldiers
for valuable information furnished, without which it would
have been impossible to have prepared reliable sketches either
of campaigns or regiments.

This volume is illustrated only with the portraits (the
frontispiece excepted) of those who have sealed with their
lives their devotion to our Government. The next volume
will contain the portraits of the most prominent of our living
officers.

Never has any nation of the earth increased so rapidly as
the United States. In 1793 the population of New York
was thirty-three thousand, it is now over four millions. In
1793 the entire population of the United States was a little
over three millions, it was, in 1860, nearly thirty-two mil-
lions, Forty-five years ago this place (Indianapolis) was a
thick forest, now we have a population of thirty-five thousand.
There is nothing in the history of the world that will com-
pare with the growth of the United States. The Hebrew
State did not reach its glory in the days of Solomon, but by
the slow progress of five hundred years. The Assyrian
Empire was twelve hundred years in rising to its enormous
magnitude It took Greece ten centuries to reach her Athe-
nian power. It took Rome seven centuries to arrive at the
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'lp”léndo'rof the Augustan age, but in this land where a cen-
My ago its broad plains and lofty mountains were covered
w&th the unbroken green of the forest, or waving grass of
the wide prairie, we now see large and populous cities.

It has been customary for orators in describing our national
career, to say that we have, by a smgle bound, sprung from
infancy to manhood; but the truth is, we have had no
national infancy—we have had no barbarism to overcome.
The first cry of this nation was for liberty, and her first
struggle secured it. 'We began our national career with the
accumulated experience of sixty centuries. The Declaration
of Independence is & monument more enduring than marble
or granite, of the intelligence and wisdom of its framers.
The heroes of the revolution bequeathed to their children,
the richest of all earthly legacies—republican institutions!
Whether this rich legacy will prove a blessing or a curse,
depends, under God, on the course pursued by the present
generation. ;

Were this Government destroyed by the hauds of Ler own
misguided and infatuated children, it would be the deadliest
blow that has ever been given to the cause of virtue, and the
greatest obstruction that has ever happened to the onward
march of civil and religious liberty. Unto America are
turned the anxious eyes of all nations, to see the result of the
experiment we are now making of popular self-government,
and of the ability of a free pcopk to sustain the Government
of their own choice. From this land, consecrated to freedom
by the blood of our fathers, goes forth the only ray of hope
to cheer the fainting heart of the oppressed nations of the
earth. Shall this ray, now so dim and flickering, be totally
extinguished? Destroy this Government, and what becomes
of the fair genius of liberty which has been driven out from
older climes? Is she, broken-hearted, doomed to be an out-
cast in the land of her adoption?

Americans! what will posterity say of us, as they read the
history of these times, should they learn that we tamely and
ignobly surrendered the most inestimable of all earthly bless-
ings—a free Republican Government? If we have one spark
of gratitude to the heroes of the Revolution; if we have any
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veneration for things sacred; if we have one tender feeling
for our children; if we would not be despised and execrated
by all the nations of the earth, let us, with determined pur-
pose, declare and vow that this Government must, and shall
be, preserved. Let not our faith in freedom, in right, in God,
waver. The darker the clouds which hover over us, let our
faith in the success of the right be the more steadfast and
sublime. This Goverament, bequeathed to us, is a reality, a
glorious possession; yea, it is a sacred trust, which we are
bound to transmit to our children, and must be defended
against all foes, whether internal or external. Let us, on all
proper occasions, and in every proper manner, eXpress our
gratitude to the noble and brave sons of Indiana, who are
fighting our battles, and let us cherish and revere the
memory of our sacred dead, who, far removed from their
loved ones, have slowly wasted away by disease, or suddenly
fallen on the battle field. Indiana has many gallant dead,
whose deeds in life, and whose heroic deaths, should be
recorded for all coming time. Her soldiery have never yet
turned their back on the foe. Let us honor their patriotism,
and perpetuate their memory.



