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CHAPTER LH. i Y

RECOVERY OF THE ATLANTIC COAST.

L WILMINGTON.

Capture of Plymouth.-Lieutenant Cushing's Expedition for the Destruction of the Alheniarle.
Naval Actions in North Carolina Sounds.-Organization of-the Mrst Expedition for the Capture
of Wilmington,-Delays.-Butler's Powder-boat Strategy, -11is.Connectioa with the Expeai- : which 1ed to its aurrelider, is so memoxAle E8 an lnstance-both of a lie
tion.-Explosion of the Powder-boat.-Bombardment of Fort Fisher, :Re-enforusnenta re which has never been surpassed and of a success which gdned as it Wes{ceived by the Rnemy.-Landing of Butler's Forces.-Weitzel advises against an Aeaault.-l e- na, sinole hand, stands unparkllo-led in the annals of war, t*embarkation and Withdrawal of the Troops.-Causes of Fnilnre.-Butler reliov,+d of Commau 1. be #ox rotten. ; l ri,ilt it nd('apturenfTort-The 9eeondEaliedition.-TarryinCommaud_-PhFnofAttack. Asrtii

: - F'u ] or.-Esploian oP th8 34lagazino.-Sc'hoGeld cornea I'.eet with tho'I'lreut5'-third (,orpf;. In $lie sprnia.Of, B rthE, eLtP<I' }f(j1Y.',pf3 h LnBt With s6VE I

theoxthf arolina'c6ast. nie Fat of ebrziar taean rAasnmes aommaud of the North Carolina Department. Operators a ariuat Wilmington -'
ity (} E: Iick ftaptureri thjtedeial r ntvst at aLa1es = ;

Capturo of the.

ATthe beginning of 1805 only ,tbree lmportant positious-qn the :Atlantic firom eVPbe 'a°wi
and Gulf coasts east of tho is issippi wore retained by'the Confeder- fo'w113g.'rnt htl a{ paid c t re ep x c r l

. + ate&-Nvilmington, Charle-stonind I4L0 "bn 'Of the Wil]r iu6 u alone af; " , ap er I}ndErcirllte ,1 011 0
C'. furled an outl et #or even a partial and restricted ,Mlt rc vinth Europe fortkfi 2 ns Sur zir
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On the 1pst dais of October, 11864, Plvmouth near toe tnOutlz of tlae dIo n' jlN zzf d 1 r
r Like Iliver-a town Which hrid been eupt Fred £rom £he o 1 irJs eaxl arl the ,4:w ? .

l a yw-4ad ,been'enrtendered. .'Thou h the passes n o # ils p1ae9,ti ae oT : A1
#l 
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o i"rtdl fU portadee; yet the rgallant exploit of
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Gris? esses, huscut ff rom omm nic tarle cam te ouet of mlo t ehe w s withouttd cau rr alar , h e u d thre d him protect Jund
Bere Sund surenere th ton, ith160 mnd and engaged, oo m of phintie logs 0fetfom herdin e A the panicel y Proachgte w

)rfoke.~~~~~~~ ~ Wahntn tteha rPmioRiver a briskte courhed aire frjuo th neminfantGryeogor, ohich thegs aChe
Vc n te ltte pat o th sae mnth th ton thearam, butn from ee Cahig' b.Woat replied Alos ato the nsa eamen pite batopd

0 urM b som sodies~oftheSeveteeth assacusett wathngdo argaienst, thhe hogsguardinnted ray With, hian thnreuds imth

tbamcauin hermnt Couhng. fTxed Alhemtorped wsling f lmuha its prprmstin o h orpesadore

othr' onedeateras wre eig pepaeti peotio the soy Cushn, i"o w hen weredfc, nd Ipruceeded in dh iv er ithe ht
Ste N rthCaroinasouds. aptin eloncthe parth egn of e dteoerbatin. and exldingan tet th slmothn taimeht thes Alb sin

at~~~~~~ ~b toasm omn nteesudstrutio ofvra gun sfidre Aishot seemioed ton go crechiog the mySoutel, adlebe
,the~~~ atrono Ma 6tth Al ealea ot Sof mao f ate r rushed w inu fromin theltrpm, illing the lanc anted o thn

" "c3 y~te Btnbbel asmal amedteier,an eang diablooine Thes 3eemy trher casinued his fire aty apetroacge,i
lleeeltogthe of th moth bdteriver. Sh brp- maundeed au sfirromeender, s wihIticeanrefy ohrderoing the nen tze

f~~~~~~b co-ot' uceedi og nte Thm, b thfrmCseis nd t revi d. my ocot and hesm Sprinin ithboa th< it
regio Abot fiv o'cock h Sarcs fwathe bosmgaint thers nog thedin mtdde ofm thetem he rebelans faLienan

tl'o,6bybehnd er.staboadem carpedo he ushin Therdbendsrydy the torpedo but ispoepston"The noreessity ,
" "vastedb ave. n ti oion theway Cuesteig "was reentlwed, uhng fro sucerddidving the tent eda

trrime'a prmptasisc oovifhi Albltoeo the party ounreovhagadexligitttesaccotmpatn thim Abmre'
x hi ttacomplibdthe estuctin o gunwasfire. Ashotseped wth gocasllin hisowristy byfoat n es

q fvesytluneer orn heI wtu, wthothrsino th ibe wodfo the ak, audrblsifin tohi

di m wh aer etglitlious piAddling, be reached the Valley 0ity o h
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parmen in the re reenl b el tie {einor "irhe hasF deaesp ite, ie

" . .. ! : , is . . -. ' - t -

o r t e r Yo -i leo rf r hi 
a r d n g , a n d . o u m o e m n t h a t o d e p e n U nIV 
T T y j

'be~~~~~~~a intendlyothws.srrne ed t naaho eitel a assnpriried othbrough Ieea ulr n et Deeere

Scommand wasaas- badetml~egroape toeaterte the expeadiin aof airhu weahd,
f, gkn wuld ~a eel 'udertkewin the enotim wior ableou te blowde p t osdedbot ovhengh ofie6th Butlere

ar .f i puldbanebeenaooopliie .v alvl fhecheaviest thereforeeaggeedhto orspone th etosioInthei m1iea teimenBtler re

G ptapn Ws idisenslil, te isotofn,00 mrprsing' turnsedhi eorer for th freesh tpyof coneal andze prvsons.h 6ter The
irflitry.faree n mrnimprtat feld nose then detachtio mned wthrthfee t thapdatsede reade.vou,-and roe othe gaet

_uu th auum $64In eptmer-=tea exthed in--wr yigt to aorisher, fOrn the 0th Bther padreeced waFeorted tonrGen-
Sad wile heFedeal rmyundr ane colleteginwha telgaed utfor teelGat occainehe patn owdrbo, the yhrte ay

r acting its, own opapandrcharts and'teacmlsmn of f aswin waterfhe 16th,1th aor-b18th) woul Ha ptben nRovd, the
'n~~~~~~~~~~~n -tths~twstouh.fre ol e eigh tee- troop would ,he odben landd wout badf2cuty theo eneysrpe, and st
";vfthgJams :o c-opratewit th Nay Dparmn of the mil- reiber cptumre. euot Se a eae sa ite"wi

n prearatins wre prmptl made andit were ontned a ."Bte'trnptsaivdofMobrugIltihenmls

necessary gChae t
I proposedtwGeneral

'' . ear dmira Porer, h ha bee idetife wath th e crio-m ol eal obou h ode-otodh ih fte1t.Bte

t~i br Fshrintheedas fhecoldhae l te eaiet hreor aredvopotpoethueplson have en imdute

with~~~~~~~ crntelte adh ol onnthedth saindwt h le tteapitdrnevuadrd u h ae

Nodeintetiewa fxe frth epeito, utitwa xpctd n ihtofFet ihhadoronteh0tearidreeneofsrpottht Gn

*'thhis~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~t blo up ad fGnrlWetecmadn h ieth arop Finally the ounandaed bithtouth mofiuty, the nhtuofrte and

.>bkeptical.asttoGthertheBpowdersboatwwasgexplhed atmaanhstfnthefmimiFortrF hishertcaptuard.

asind plo Some hnegh tod an poont twelv nules frfrmm thofnad< .na ubar tr

Smate tos Coloneled tht ttea prprnin the boitr war loerdtoprvntaisnruuteftrdl.h
ofc,.hc Gr00 orul 400ac tonseefect wassar thsgmiant Ite istuteepoinwa el tteAt

beaied Chie Euprs Tht was theretmupposed thatse sGeunotunegural adgtagond n

mihe avytpart Louisiana, bad bee chhie forn thiste exormnt and ha onIn r, t h

heear Gen- shime ofidt thonloin 2a tonse ofason pownr apmmander A..Rn ha

tlu'ot thrfr oeat charges of thie affair. and asscite wit him cntharrriedT~eWt

thtb hudnt atcpt nthe epedone bat iueakAssatEgne .T uln fteAaan alBdn
ea'emplievin tothgg marie miitr prateet aoud haven medUdnhileh-ofef h xh

iad swoth wtheav beage veryio grea ifs they powderd had benfrpoll-ind
ate a-ifhwhficohdav been soe arranged thatne tho igatn abf theohml

tol' maief intereldbe ittataeo Afai wat wonnct, thirh waefu dsc

:-hgc ame ofd sugete pfwde blasn blow Fway biforr ityg

S20 gr i00 ton proief aodr mater direard Generalth

~ tthep exhoulde oefd to laand quntt ooo aspode pa-
zinarkablai efftc ofnr Btiler waloio delye inymie

as ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~. ato did nosiitt cof tesroin miltilr theSIl d .(I

He~~~~t ht firs prouosed thidmttiralenra
ci~u; iiiichhe antd o bow p wth Fiall, he ounaingav bith o h miue.ced the nmirdtot ofd

Q~pvde. utGrntwa sepicl s o heth pwdr-ot asexloedata isane ro FrtFihe o 80 ars
Yc~jgt~te tthe he Frt Fiser xpedtionNota Feera gunboator ransort are venurean aproah narertha

ed hs *gnpoder lot Som hih toa pint wele mies fom he sene andeve at muh grate disanc
@rn rfredtematrto oonlte ta i h bier a lwrd opevn isse. uafe ll h

explsion=of800 r 40 tos efect as nsigificnt t istrue th exposio wa bead atthefort bu

p~era Delfiel, Chif En it as t~e supose tha som unfotunae gu-boa had ot aroun, an

t ,tasane~e'Fet o, th fot. tat eenblow up. topreentits allng ito he andsof he eemy Th
_"01 awa. ,The avy epat Loisiaa ]ad ben hose forthi exprimet, nd bd onboad, a th

witb'oi*-fvor:Gen- ime o theexploion,235 tns ofpowdr. Comande A. .Rhid ha

(a~rii3t11s for-ca. cargeof~l~e ir andassciatd wth hm i thi peilou sevicewer
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I'11IHllllullll lpy'o#00 guns.
h fa zatd<<oA Fe exal Pbiit, Ia ' I IIr Il ild

''' anzl a4 the mouth.of Cap : ,

1}mrr1oWow Wilrniugton.. Th "

lp an..vf; the expedition, as. proposed !'ll i uI!u

uerld4, contemplated the passbge F l 4t 1" f
l} £ho' fori; up the Cape Fear River.

assn abandoned on account of its im-
r ; t The, uhanneI *as intricate, and 7 II

, qpm"ded by stroug'forfs. It was also
toreI R was extremely difficult I a

crosstho.barexcept _atbigh tide, and even I III

;1 e"P this, was aeocunplished it was unsafe for III
to enter without good Pilotsr or

Y

tla.ehannel had been buoyed and the 91
removed. The only way in which

jn'r cquk be reduced was to land troops 
.°

ti
of the work, and then either assault or F, II

iehe tq it It was an.earth-work mount
voi't? giros, and though the latter might f1 h .

i mounted. or silenced, the work itself
,ppt, be matariaIIy injured by a bom"

z f'his fort; probably the strongest
'Been attacked during the war, was r c '
the 18th of December by a garri- 

I7mgu, 
under General W. H. C. Whi- -II I d I'

e3 Iramb, who had himself erected '.
Ttko of the work, being second
W'i0in five mils of the fort

was a reserve #brce of 800 men a

e alarm had been given, and i II III n II
kvanre of General Hoke's di-

ilmington, aqd d h
" se4tty sugar Loaf. Thus, ll II -IIII

rFigvn of the fort was in-

vaJ dons to For6 Fisher I IN 11I
an ,o 2 th.. Twenty-

n wodndi4 all but
t .: gFln°4&TI1Rg8R Were
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emEfmc Harbor 
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disabled,.but this and every other injury done to the work was repaired 

during the night.

The next day, the 25tb, was at once Sabbath and Christmas:. The bom-
bardment was renewed in the morning, and was more effective.._ The casual- "
ties in the fort were 46, three men being killed and nine mortally awoutided.
Four gun-carriages and.one 10-inch gun were disabled.: While the bom-
bardment was going 

'it
on, and under cover of, the fleet, the landing of tha

troops began about noon. About this time Admiral Porter's flag-ship came y
alongside Butlers. After an exchanged greeting, the admiral hallooed-' ,. '
through his speaking-trumpet,'There is not a rebel within five -miles of*+,
the fort You'bave nothing to do but to land and take Possession of it." =.

The military foree was 6500 strong, consisting of General Ames's division w : s

of.the Twenty-fourth Corps, and General Paine's division of the Twentyt"
fifth. Paine's dvision consisted of colored troops. Between 2100 and 2304
man were landed, deneral Weitzel went with the first 500 (GeueTai Q1061

tis's brigadeof. meas.division) to reconnoitre.: ..fin advancing upon the:
fort about 300 prisoners werWoaptured by the reCOnnaitring cola T) a.
sh irmislfera were pushed upbyGeneral Curtis to within l50 yarde,9£t'
fort,, Weitzel mounted an artificial knoll,.and t4wk aview of the Fort
a defensive-worm, it did not appear to be.injured by tli e ter p tioY331i
anent wbieh il'had sustairwl 1, and which was still going )n: no courtt0c
guua ali;in proper position ' the land face. Even the.graas slopes of '
traverses and'par4 et remained uu roken and tb'eir"regylar Vl}apasu i
Curbed., The tow of palisades in front 6f the ditch prv>3ented ua d '

w , "It was:a strodger tgork,'--' ate says; "thanl^ had.ever s li o d
mailed ,du v th 9 ivar ",° Weifze renkQtr tiered k p t "r
,his e enence rn egal a zo 'sa flts, n n ,works nut a eaf y,; ; ail
and i4b :hart a roved failures, ie ae aembe l,^ P

Q alp xufirotl Ggtara{rnt £o zna to ape t
., °, aY tlx° gr9utt'c t tat £"}ie lt ad onr , ?tt Vtt .
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inal pret thought iepaliade nd bough~offthe flagof te GeeralButlr threupn prceedd tore-ebarkhis roop. Hegive

q~adbeenshotdownand alle outide he prapet Butthistwo easos fo takng tis sep.. n th firt plce, stom wa appoach
t-Ailid 'a chage Wetzels\ 0pn~o :"$e.knew at porton o an ig, an he earedthatit wold b imposibleto spply is toops n th
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:s te seerity o thebomardmnt r toa deibeate esig~onthe-artof te poitin wa untnabe. Terewas othig i theway f hs ladinayegariso totemt a asaul. Eenif t ws cue o te bmbadmetthe"reainer f hs frce an nohig pevetedthelaningof uppie
e fe'mutpae th oetofasut adtegrrsnwud ni idih. hefetwul rbby urd heglad ol e
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to mismanagement. Gr~~antgv i w eiini nte a yrleigG
bad aind tie fr hi cooman ofthe rmyof te Jmes

stt a k . nd h ere A d r ira P o te r et e m i n d t o re m i n nti a m re B i ie n

miitr foc was asigned to Major ADnra Alfrt H.la To

expeitio faleandthe ailre~ws e of msangepeit Gth death o n eeralio DBBirney tandther xty to eitevin thealBtlro
(iea elyed.i te, irt lac, ntl te ne forc aed mc bad Jaeshis command Aso the sameas.ta ih he u

#tfept aneto ainainthepostio seure bnthiiobtwern thre withea single bie adtod,-obrngin with numbe uvrpoe to tale

r i hets i ifhwee, a e r lacet in ar bsoy Geera erryith ou h nai otrsrae fW s oit a a
ties~ ~~~~F.ae churdi h av rmtebrtigo 0-b aran) the th wathereationcally nd ractefrslly.n ot ihe a

rs1of he essls. Th los tus ausd am rer Buht Geera Pote, afteron expeitinon FasortgFnier, ir woo themadoh
the enemy. ' quetr torc wters dearturnehd tuajr ne a olorred MooTr, wofe
r diappo~me whch flloed te f ieof an exp ith o indbnerybfr the met fGnea .B idde sto Jnuary toWetin the 2thofth

Was~~~~~~~~ te diesfe ihtemta ermnighonthattwen the th cominge expgaeto ahedNIne, arnigisndher npto au800mn
gamat~am. Bu thsefin noproer laea n witry eerl Tnedry tgnerlohtm adaColonet Lambadil carefultde

thmtosrrnqruen rion whie' nowarnumbred 50rened moores anoe, theehwa
c i e " o ntenh ndhod s Linandc opex ait haind conf re Butler t 2idl P.M Jauro n thee113thothehdebarkat

sS~htfrtGenralf~aatsai t metheai~niht he w l ethed aobnd bo bombarentcomedNed aan and wa nst mothiro
m would hav beeninto dia efeev thans iner thee firsty attack Th gariorwredivnr

of ~aa aaeo, wul beto ome wmol havmen oue wichn wereh soon slnmedread 26mn o e th disabled thAllrcwhh
umpg~~~~~~~I Iow hbmo ~th a htad had Giethe

it was not nerae Band re- ofotdBte.At2PM nte1t hedbrainwscm

A 00046ncewith i I, hav ove hred hen im f from v hni hefrtatc. hegrio eedivnfo hi us

m ltettgin se rier wnld a ncIe r no d haveBu

side ~wp~ d byr them g l do net



banknent went ig h eem noopo on, giving vjrkLOnFeerllos nT thecoia enemy fle no3 ro ne~t lc

the 14th the fleet continued the battle with thesietfrisefrsbngigaogteltraltheofhergdecm neseggd l't1

chiefly directed to dismount the guns In thementmprprtoswee sau--eeaeCriBl ndPn bck.Th aate s e

made for the assault, which was to take place on the atronof the16h fleaondto09mkigaoalos U lyr 00 e.

TUp to this time shot and shell from 500 guns had been beating upon te Inagreat derethis ueshabAIet0uris orteroA ,

earth-work, doing the work itself little damage, but breaking the priad t ack nde iin uepce ure with temi nn hs1

and dismounting its guns. About l400 sailors and marines had lned, and umn, advancing otof tewod sudny apoce h etr xr

were to participate in the assault, the plan of which bad been most skillfully ity of the land front, and one brigade (Bl's) carged aoganro asr;

arranged. The marines and sailors were to attack the sea -face of the fort, way in the face of four guns.' Notbing, however, a'ompihdbth

while Terry's three brigades should carry the land front. 'The assault by second expedition which might not, undergodmage nt veWis

the sailors was to be covered by an intrenched party on the beach. A per- well accomplished by the first.
feet system of signals was agreed upon between the military commander and The next morning a sad event. occurred, which to some etn ar~

s ~the admiral. No precaution was neglected, no measure overlooked which. cheer of victory. By some culpable 'negligence,,thesodeywralwd
would assist in securing success. to approach the magazine with lighted candles. In hswaya xlso

At 3 P.M. the preconcerted signal was given for the commencement of the was occasioned, resulting in the loss of about 200 men. Am gthser,

assault, and the admiral turned his guns from the parapet and against the ly wounded was Colonel Alonzo Alden, of the One Hundred adSxytrt

upper batteries (on the centre mound). The attack by the marines appears New York regiment.

to have been mistaken by the garrison for the main assault. The intrench. As a'result of the fall of Fort Fisher, the surrounding work +ota

ed party of sharp-shooters did not well cover the advance of the sailor's, and well, a large work at the West Inlet, mounting 29 guns,,-all.tewrso

the latter were repulsed, losing Lieutenants Preston and Porter, who were Siiith's Island, those between Caswell and.Smithrville up to thebteyo

bravest among the brave.' In the'mean while the soldiers had gained the Reeves's" Point, on the west side. of the river; were abandoned':.'nldg

northeastern rampart. The guns of the fleet were turned upon the trav- the guns taken at Fort Fisher, 169w were captured inr all

erses, while the brave rnen of Terry's command fought their way from tray- The same day that fort Fisher was assaulted4 and carriedbyer?.top, e

erse to traverse,>overpowering the garrison, and driving it back to the Mound Major General Schofield, with the Twenty-third Corps, 2,0 srnlf~tey'Bt eeasWiigadLm a en-one.Dsii hmssam o h atI erayShfedwsapitdgm',

ed by the loss of their leaders, the Confederates were easily driven from their mander of the Department of North Carolina, just created .Iete- ot

last refuge, and the entire conunand surrendered, with 75 guns. The fight- menced_ a campaign2, the ultirrate object. of'which~w8teQcp no

ing had been desperate, and had lnsted from 3 o'clock'till 10 P.M. The Goldsborough, in order to prepare for'the arrivaldo a hrinsam
opeming railway comm lction fron that'.poirt with tesacatada

' K .. Breese thus alludes to the deaub of these gallant officers in a special report: cumulating supplies. Wimntnw crstob aptur i at eas tsoz
" North Atlantic Squamu, .9. Flag Ship Malvern, off Fort Fidber, J-auay 18,1807. t,

"Ananan,~-In my report of the asult on Fort Fisher I have scarcely mentioned the names be a' valuable auxiliary ble t0 oreedtryi hra sol ~
andl services of Lieutenant S. W. Preston, your flag-lieutenant, and Lieutenant B. IL Porter, your Goldsborough, and tboue nesaynteevtofSrm ' ccu,6ag-aptain, thinking that by a little delay I might the more do justice, yet I seen to feel that imn -
polssiblein me. Preston, after accomplishing most splendidly the work asaigned him by you, whch utraing har frte801
ws both dangerous and laborios, under constant fire, crane to me, as m aid, for onders, shwing Shfea ihteTiddvso ifD?07)o i op eeu

foremost at the front, as he had lived the thorough ealaxilment~o a U tdSae aa f rt

tledthe headroost colum with the Malvern's man he ha tonwihi..xyv ouflq-
tli el ts 4ery head. To more noble spirits tewrdnvrsw o a h ayoetw

Ywo me taleted Fond handsomPt vdead r 4a
set own.to p sy meth ing ratv andbs fnvlhre.


