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JOHN RODGERS.

CHAPTER XXVIL
THE WAR ON THE MISSISSIPPL.

The River.—Gun-boat and Mortar Fleet.—Farragut’s Squadron.—A Succession of Victories.—
Vicksburg becomes a Military Post.—Masked Batteries along the River Shore.—Shelling of
Grand Gulf.—General Williams arrives before Vicksburg.—Farragut runs the Blockade.—
Junction of the Fleets.—Bombardment of Vicksburg.—Escape of the Ram Arkansas.—Battle
of Baton Rouge, and Destruction of the Arkansas.—Resumption of Operations against Vicks-
burg.—General Grant’s Plan of the Winte: Campaign.—An embarrassing Surrender.—Sher-
man’s Defeat at Chickasaw Bayou.—McClernand in Command.—Capture of Arkansas Post.—
General Grant’s Army at Young's Point.—A Series of Naval Exploits,.—The *“pocket-full of
Plans.”—General Williams’s Canal.—The Lake Providence Route.—The Yazoo Pass Expedi-
tion.—The ‘‘ Deer-Creek Raid.”—On to New Carthage.—The Transports run the Blockade.—
Grierson’s Raid,

i THE possession of the Mississippi,” said Geeneral Sherman, in his speech

at St. Louis just after the close of the war, “is the possession of
America.”! That this great river is not to the American what the Nile was
to the Egyptian is owing to the greatness of America herself, who proudly
refuses to be dependent upon even so important an ally; though, next to
the two great oceans which skirt her continent, the river is the most impor-
tant fact of her physical existence, and now (that is, in anno Domins 1866)
has been proved to be the bond, sealed in blood, of her indissoluble union.
Naturally, both in appearance and in fact, the river unites the North with
the South, and, though seeming to divide between the Atlantic and the Pa-
cific slopes, she in reality unites these also. The Algonquin Indians aptly
named her Missi Sepe, “ the Great River;” for, if the Missouri is to be con-
sidered—as it would have been but for a natural blunder on the part of the
early American geographers—the parent, and not merely the tributary
stream, the Mississippi is the longest river in the world. Even if we accept
the more contracted limits which the geographers have given her, and date
her origin from Ttasca Lake, she drains a basin of more than a million of
square miles—a basin which by possibility provides for a population of
nearly four hundred millions, or almost one half of the present population
of the entire globe. Tven Aaron Burr, in his most splendid calculations re-
specting the destiny of this mighty garden—this granary of the world, un-
der-estimated its gigantic possibilities. In the basin of the Mississippi the
America of the future includes within its limits, as an émperium in imperto,
a region, the population of which will outnumber the almost innumerable
multitudes which have gathered about the Nile and the Ganges. For the
present, however, the Englishman may well compare with the Mississippi
his Thames, and the German his Rhine. Two centuries and a half go but
a little way in the development of the resources of a mnation, and far less
than that period can be said to have been occupied in the real history of
the Mississippi Valley. :

The Mississippi is the most tortuous of rivers, and this circumstance, by

the impediment which it offers to the current, doubtless favors navigation.

Frequently the distance which has to be traversed is twelve, and sometimes

. ! When, at the beginning of this century,
lzon I.—then First Consul of France—in regard to the purchase of Louisiana, Napoleon, anxious
to transfer the province to the United States, lest it should fall into British possession, remarked
t.h::h whatever nation held the Valley of the :
earth,

Monroe and Pinckney were negotiating with Napo- :

Mississippi would eventually be the most powerful on.
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even thirty times greater than it would be in a direct line. This circum-
stance also renders the river more capable of defensive fortification. Taken
with its tributaries, the river affords nearly 17,000 miles of water which is

| navigable by steam. Its largest tributaries are the Missouri, Ohio, ‘White,

Arkansas, and Red Rivers. The Missouri is 3000 miles in length; it is a
rapid and turbid stream, and asserts its lordship over the Mississippi by im-
parting to the latter a good measure of these characteristics. It enters the
Mississippi a few miles above St. Louis. The Ohio, the largest eastern trib-
utary of the Mississippi, enters the latter stream at Cairo, having previously
received the waters of the Alleghany, the Kentucky, the Cumberland, and
the Tennessee. From Pittsburg, where the Alleghany and Monongahela
unite, to the mouth of the Ohio, is 948 miles; the river, with its tributaries,
has 5000 miles of navigable waters. Within the limits of Arkansas, and
not far apart, are the mouths of the White and Arkansas Rivers. The lat-
ter, much the more important tributary, is about 2000 miles long, and
drains a basin of 178,000 square miles. The Red River enters the Missis-
sippi from the west, about 200 miles above New Orleans. The greater part
of its course is through fertile prairies of a reddish soil, which gives its col-
or to the waters, and a name to the river. But for “The Raft” which ob-
structs its course, this river would be navigable for 400 miles from its
mouth.

All of the western tributaries of the Mississippi drain the slopes of the
Rocky Mountains, while its great eastern tributary, the Ohio, with 4s trib-
utaries, drains the western slopes of the Appalachian range. Every one of
these tributary and sub-tributary streams is swollen in the spring from the
melting snows of the mountains. From the first of March, therefore, until
the last of May—or for about ninety days—there is not simply a flood on the
Mississippi, but literally an accumulation of floods. ~On the Missouri there
is an average rise of fifteen feet, and this, added to the swollen Mississippi,
makes a flood twenty-five feet in height. A second flood is heaped above
this from the Ohio, below whose mouth the rise of the Mississippi is fifty
feet. Above Natchez the flood begins to decline. At Baton Rouge it sel-
dom exceeds thirty feet, and at New Orleans seldom twelve. At every
flood the river overflows its banks for a distance of five hundred miles from
its mouth, chiefly on the western side, inundating the country for the space
of from ten to thirty miles. To guard against this, levees have been con-
structed, which confine the river within its original limits. Sometimes
these levees are broken down by the violence of the current, and the conse-
quent destruction of property is immense. To the yearly overflow of the
Mississippi are to be attributed the large number of bayous in its vicinity.
These vary in their extent, some of them scarcely exceeding a small river
in size, while others spread out into lagoons and lakes.!

t «Tt is estimated that about 16,000,000 acres of the most fertile and productive lands of the
states of Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Louisiana, are subject to overflow. To protect
these lands from the annual devastation by the waters has been the object of incessant toil and
immense outlays of capital by the inhabitants of the Valley of the Mississippi.

“So early as 1840, Congress made an appropriation for the construction of a chart of the “ Hy-
drographical Basin of the Mississippi,” which was executed by J. N. Nicollet, in the employ of the
United States Topographical Bureau. ~ :

¢In 1850, a corps of engineers was organized under Captain, now General A. A. Humphreys, ;
which made a thorough survey of the Delta with special reference to the discovery of some system &
of works by which the country could be protected from overflow. These observations were made
during and subsequent to the great flood of 1851. -

“The constant increase of the volume of the flood revealed by each successive rise is aseribed by
Captain Humphreys, in his Report, to the superior drainage produced by the cultivation of _the
country on the upper tributaries of the Mississippi, whereby the waters are thrown more rapidly into
the main channel; the leveeing of the river and its tributaries in the states above Louisiana, so
as to prevent the escape of the waters into the swamps and lowlands, whence it would be gradu-
ally drained to the river; the construction of cut-offs; the shortening of the channel, and more
rapidly conveying the water to points below; and the lengthening of the Delta, thus extending
the level mouth of the river, so that the current being retarded, the water is held back in the :
channel above. - a

“The remedies suggested are: Higher and stronger levees ; prevention, by act of Congress, of
the construction of additional cut-offs; formation of new outlets to the Lakes Borgne and Pont- e
chartrain; opening of the closed bayous; enlargement of the Atchafalaya and Bayou Plaque-
mine, and the creation of artificial reservoirs in the swamps, to relieve the channel of the river in
extreme cases. S

¢The early settlers, who selected the more elevated and fertile lands on the banks of the river,
found little difficulty in protecting themselves from the floods. ' The whole country was then open
to the waters, and a slight embankment, several inches high, would turn off the water, which was
drained to the lowlands farther from the river. Other settlers, however, followed the pioneers; -
new plantations were established ; and, by independent individual action, the slight embankments
became linked together for many miles along both sides of the river. The waters, by reason of
this confinement, rose higher every succeeding year, the embankments were enlarged, strength-
ened, and extended, until a line of levees, from fifteen to thirty feet wide at the base, and varying
in height from five to twenty feet, stretched, with little interruption, from the lands on the coast,
below New Orleans, along the channel of the river, to the boundaries of Tennessee and Missouri.

¢ The system, owing to its origin, was purely a selfish one. Each settler provided for his indi- S
vidual protection. If by a cut-off he could drain the water from his own place and throw it on =
the lands below, or by closing a bayou he could reclaim additional acres, the thing was done with-
out reference to the effect it might have on the country lower down the stream. Much damage
was thus done by shortening the channel of the ‘river and by closing some of its natural outlets
to the sea. i X 3 : ‘

¢“The legislation of the states along the Mississippi has been little better than the individual
action. The enactments depended more upon the comparative strength of the parties to be bene-
fited and injured than upon any well-established plan for the control of the waters. Under au-
thority of law, the channel of the river was shortened by the construction of cuts across the nar-
row necks formed by the great bends so frequent in the course of the stream. Bayous, which led
from the main channel of the river to the gulf, forming independent outlets or mouths, were closed,
and the water forced into one channel, which was unable to carry it to the sea. :

¢“Before the war, therefore, the Father of Waters had become unmanageable in the hands of
those who sought to control his floods. During the war, wheanb‘o’i"’thar.%f been forced to the
task day and night, and which at times was able to grapple successfully wi ¢
withdrawn, the waters swept away the levees at Morganzia, West Baton Rou
Robertson’s plantation, and at other points both above and below the mouth
inundated the country west of the Mississippi from Morganzia to Berwick’s B
- “ An attempt was made during last winter to rebuild these broken embankm
combined efforts of the state authorities of Louisiana and the War Departmen
large number of laborers were employed, and the work had be Tep:
lieved to be sufficiently strong to resist the pressure of th  planty
the North, believing that these levees would be rebuilt, eng i
lands in the parishes of Point Coupee, West Baton Rouge, Iberyil
parts of others that were overflowed last year. Recent reports from
telligence that all these newly-constructed lev "
_idly filling up the swamps and spreading over
‘before it. Exe Py e
. ““Itis a grave question for the

dertake the protection of the whols
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" The commercial development of the Mississippi Valley, although very
rapid, has scarcely advanced beyond its first stage. It has been thus far a
purely agricultural growth. The fertility of the valley is infinite, and along
the banks of the river and its affluents large plantations have suddenly
sprung up, and enjoyed an almost incredible prosperity. Oftentimes a sin-
gle cotton or sugar crop has brought its planter a fortune. Necessity has
given rise to towns, sparsely populated, anfl whose sole importance cons1‘sts
in their convenience as dépéts for the shipment of cotton or sugar. The
necessity of securing the sites of these towns against the violence of peren-
nial floods led to their situation upon the bluffs which rise here and there
along the river banks. In the development of these towns—for they could
scarcely be called cities—manufactures and the arts could have but little
scope. " In some cases, indeed, an easy communicati.on. by railroad with tl‘le
Atlantic sea-board gave them some of the characteristics of our Eastern cit-
ies.” The principal towns situated upon the ball}{s of the Mississippi are St.
Louis, Cairo, Columbus, Memphis, Vicksburg, Natchez, Baton Rf)uge, and,
near the mouth of the river, New Orleans, which alone can be said to com-
pare in commercial importance with the great cities of the Hast.

All of these were in our civil war points of great military importance.
Their very situation, in nearly all cases, was such as to give them many fa-
cilities for defense against a naval attack. The city of New Orleans was,
however, not in itself favorably located in this respect; it was not built upon
bluffs like Memphis and Vicksburg, and had to be defended against inun-
dation by artificial levees. But the approach to the city from the Gulf was
well guarded by Forts Jackson and St. Philip. With the exception of these
two forts, there were no military defenses worth considering on the Missis-
sippi at the beginning of the war, and if the nation had possessed any con-
siderable naval strength, the entire river from Cairo to New Orleans might
have been secured at the outset. But, while a navy was being provided,
there were constructed at favorable points fortifications which for some time
secured the greater portion of the river to the Confederacy. The two points
which were the last to surrender to the national arms were Vicksburg and
Port Hudson. The campaigns—naval and military—which had for their
object the reduction of these two strong-holds form the main subject of this
and the succeeding chapter. But, before entering directly upon these cam-
paigns, we shall briefly review the previous naval history of the war on the
Mississippi.

The importance of a navy on our Western rivers was early appreciated.
A month after the capture of Fort Sumter, Commander John Rodgers was
summoned to Washington, and to him was assigned the duty of creating the
Western navy. In the first stages of the undertaking, the War Department,
under Secretary Cameron, assumed the expense and supervision ; and it was
not until the autumn of 1861 that the matter was transferred to the charge
of the Navy Department, where it properly belonged.

Rodgers, an officer fitly chosen to organize the armed flotilla of the West,
was son of the distinguished Commodore John Rodgers, one of the fathers
of the American Navy. A native of Maryland, he had entered the naval
service of the United States in 1828, at an early age. He had seen much
service as midshipman and lieutenant; had been for two years engaged in
boat service on the coast of Florida, in the war with the Seminoles and in
the Coast Survey Expedition; in 1852 had been appointed second in com-
mand of the North Pacific and Behring Straits Exploring Expedition, and,
succeeding to the chief command of that expedition on account of the severe
illness of Captain Ringgold, had taken his vessel, the Vincennes, farther into
the Arctic region than a ship-of-war had ever before penetrated ; and when
the rebellion broke out he had reported for active service, and had been sent
to Norfolk to attempt the rescue of the vessels there, but, arriving too late
to accomplish this, had been assigned to the difficult and dangerous duty of
blowing up the dry-dock. It was from Norfolk that Rodgers was, on May
16,1861, summoned to Washington to receive orders respecting his mission
to the West. Hntering immediately upon this mission, he went to work
heartily. He purchased steamers, which, under his supervision, were fitted,
armed, and armored as gun-boats. But it was a slow and difficult under-
taking, demanding much skill, and more than ordinary perseverance. The
question of the comparative power of even iron-clad gun-boats as against
forts was still one about which a great deal might be said on both sides.
Even as we look back now and consider what the war has taught us in re-
gard to the solution of this vexed problem, we hesitate to pronounce defi-
nitely, satisfying ourselves with the somewhat vague conclusion that the re-
sult depends as much upon one member of the equation as the other. In
the instances of successful reduction of forts by gun-boats, the case might
have been reversed if the enemy had constructed better fortifications. Cer-
tain it is that Foote was severely repulsed at Donelson, though he had been
8o victorious at Henry ; and that nearly all the captures of forts during the
war were the immediate consequence of assaults with an overwhelming mil-
itary foree, the ships accomplishing little beyond the silencing of the ene-
my’s guns.

Commander Rodgers never took any of his vessels into action. He be-

tem, or rather want of system, seems to be a failure ; and, unless some such combination of works
as is suggested by General Humphreys be adopted, planting on the fertile river lands must ever be
a precarious nugemklng, with the weight of the ch largel: i The distin-
g g who d cted the survey referred to esr.imntedy the total cost of works to pro-
tect the country from the Ohio to the Gulf at $26, 000,000. The country thus reclaimed and pro-
tected would easily bear a tax of an amount sufficient to pay the interest on this sum, to keep the
works in repair, nnd,.ﬁnglly, to liquidate the debt. This, like all other physical problems, must
b‘e capable o_f de.termmnmon. The water brought down the Mississippi is not infinite ; its quan-
tity, its velocity, its pressure, are measurable; the height and strength of levees, and the capacity
of outlet required to confine and discharge the annual floods brought down, are therefore de-
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came the victim of covetous contractors, and, at the suggestion of General
Fremont, who afterward regretted the circumstance, was relieved by A. H.
Foote, September 6,1861. The new naval commander, on his arrival in the
West, found three wooden vessels in commission, besides which there were,
in process of construction, nine iron-clad gun-boats and thirty-eight mortar-
boats. There was not a single navy yard or dépdt on any of the rivers.
Much embarrassment was occasioned by the paucity of funds and the want
of ordnance. Even after the boats were completed it was found difficult to
man them. These obstacles were surmounted by Flag-officer! Foote, “ whose
perseverance and courage,” says Secretary Welles, “ were scarcely surpassed
by the heroic qualities displayed in subsequent well-fought actions on the
decks of the gun-boats he had under so many discouragements prepared.”

In the month of February Foote was able to bring against Fort Henry
seven gun-boats—the Kssex, St. Louis, Carondelet, Cincinnati, Tyler, Lex-
ington, and Conestoga, of which the last three were wooden. In that fight $
the Cincinnati and Essex were disabled, and could not be brought against |
Fort Donelson a week later. In the naval action at Donelson the Tyler
also was absent on the Tennessee, but the two iron-clads were replaced by
the Louisville and Pittsburg. Foote declared that if the battle could have
been postponed one week, he could also have brought eight of his mortar-
boats into action. Besides the nine gun-boats involved in the attacks on
Henry and Donelson, three others—the Benton, Mound City, and Cairo—
were ready for action in a few days. At Island No. 10, in March, sixteen
mortar-boats were engaged. From a letter written about this time by Gen-
eral Strong to Foote, it appears that the Confederates then had “thirteen
gun-boats independent of the five below New Madrid, and the Manassas, or
ram, at Memphis.” These vessels were, however, far inferior to Foote’s gun-
boats, as was shown shortly afterward ; yet they excited considerable appre-
hension, for Farragut’s fleet had not then entered the river from below.
From this time additions to the gun-boat fleet of the Western navy were
slowly made. By the close of 1862, the Tuscumbia, the Baron De Kalb, and
the Osage had been added, and there were in process of construction the Ne-
osho, Indianola, Choctaw, and Chillicothe. The Ozark was completed in
1863.  Including these, the gun-boat fleet consisted of twenty vessels, with
an armament of about 170 guns, and a tonnage of nearly 10,000 tons. Nine
or ten more gun-boats were added before the close of the war.2 - Of the gun-
boats added to the Western fleet during the year after the fight at Donelson,
the Tuscumbia was among the largest.’ The Mound City was blown up in
July, 1862, on the White River, and subsequently the Cairo met a similar
fate on the Yazoo.

Next to the vessels known as gun-boats, Ellet’s steam-ram fleet held the
most important place in the Mississippi squadron. Charles Ellet bore the
same relation to steam rams as Ericsson to the monitors. e was a native
of Pennsylvania. As a civil engineer he had gained a reputation which was
well earned. His treatise on “ The Laws of Trade in Reference to Works
of Internal Improvement,” published in Philadelphia in 1887, was an ex- §
haustive work on the subject, and attracted considerable attention. A few b
years afterward he was chosen by the War Department to survey the Lower
Mississippi. It was an important object of his life to carry out a scheme i
which he had conceived for improving the navigation of the Western riv- '
ers* He was so impressed with this project that, in honor of it, he named
his son Charles Rivers Ellet. It is not more remarkable that De Soto found

! This title remained in existence until the operation of an act of Congress of July 16, 1862.
By this act the officers of the navy were distributed into nine grades, taking rank according to the
date of commission in each grade, as follows :
GRADES IN THE NAVY.

S0 e s

CORRESPONDING GRADES IN THE ARMY.

1. Rear Admirals. 1. Major Generals.

2. Commodores. 2. Brigadier Generals.
3. Captains. 8. Colonels. 7

4. Commanders. 4. Lieutenant Colonels,
5. Lieutenant Commanders. 5. Majors.

6. Lieutenants. 6. Captains.

7. Masters. 7. First Lieutenants.

8. Ensigns. 8. Second Lieutenants.
9. Midshipmen.

In regard to the change thus iutrodueed,'Secretary Welles, in his Report for 1862, says: ¢“The
act of July 16, 1862, ¢ to Establish and Equalize the Grade of Line Officers of the United States
Navy,’ does justice in conferring ranks and grades that had until that time been withheld from
as meritorious and gallant a class of officers as ever devoted their days and periled their lives for
their country. Though the justice to which they were entitled has been long delayed, it was grace-
fully and generously rendered by the present Congress, and has been and is appreciated by the
brave men who are its recipients, and by all attached to the service, as a just recognition of the
worth and ability of the officers of the American Navy. . . . The commanders of our squad-
rons now hold rank with those of other naval powers on the ocean, on distant service, and wher-
ever they carry our flag, or appear as the representatives of their country.”—Page 40. /

Flag-officers Goldsborough, Dupont, Farragut, and Foote were nominated to the Senate for t!
grade of rear-admiral on the day subsequent to the approval of the act. Other officers—among
whom were captains Stewart, Read, Gregory, Stringham, and Paulding—were the same day nom-
inated for rear-admirals on the retired list. ) YA S

Subsequently, in 1864, the rank of vice-admiral was created by Congress, to correspond w
revived grade of lieutenant general in the army. The bill creating this rank, originating in -
Senate, passed the House December 20, and was approved on the 21st by the President, glilm
same day nominated Farragut to the new office. After the close of the war Congress ¢

U. S. Grant and David G. Farragut were respectively assigned. )

2 There were building in May, 1864, the following iron-clad vessels for the
ron: The Catawba, 2 guns, 970 tons; the Chickasaw, 2 guns, 970 tons; the Etl
tons; the Kickapoo, 4 guns, 970 tons; the Klamath, 2 guns, 614 tons; the Kol
tons; the Milwaukee, 4 guns, 970 tons; and the Oneota, 2 guns, 1034 tons. 3

® The Tuscumbia had an armament of five guns—three eleven-inch Dahlgrens for
100-1b. rifled guns in battery aft. Her sides were plated with three-inch, and he
inch wrought iron ; the plates over the batteries, or gun-rooms, were
four aft. Her timbers were very strong, her build stanch, and h
of iron, loop-holed for musketry, was )
throwing a stream of water 200 feet. s e
~* “Mnr. Ellet found that the use of dikes, or levees,
higher between them, because the river was previous]
fresh outlets must be formed for the tremendous
ent Delta, or the levees must be raised indefinitely,
ger of?rqaking away. His remedy proposed

placed around her g

terminable measurements. To solve the problem, it is onl that a in-
tendent, clothed with ample authority oger eve;'y pox-tim'ny of the tz,rritory to be prof:cutepg?ge
charged with the task, so that the whole work may be carried on and completed in accordance
with some well-established c7stem.”—2, ¥, Tribune, May 26th, 1866, R ;

, the most secure, and
sippi.  He advocated the building
igation and secure the 1 W ¢
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his grave in the waters of the Migsissippi, which he discovered, than th?.t
both the Ellets, father and son, perlsheq in .the attempt to secure, by their
warlike invention of rams, that very navigation which the father had sought
to improve by peaceful measures for so many years.! :

After the seizure of the Norfolk Navy Yard, and when uneasiness had
been aroused by the report that the Confederates were converting frigates
and steamers into iron-clad rams, Ellet appreciated the threatened danger,
and in a printed memorial to Congress, datec.l Georgetown, February 6, 1862,
a month before the appearance of the Merrimac, he gave the government a
warning as to the consequences which might ensue upon thg appearance of
these Confederate rams? The government listened .to this final appeal,
though it was not uatil the appearance of the Merrimac, and the events
which followed had fully: vindicated Ellet’s judgment, that the latter was
summoned to the aid of Secretary Stanton. Foote was at this time very
anxious on account of Confederate rams on the Mississippi, and he knew he
had no vessels which could meet these rams on equal terms. Here was an
opportunity to test Ellet’s favorite project. He was sent West by Secretary
Stanton with authority to purchase and convert into rams such vessels as
he should deem suited to his purposes. With a colonel’s commission, he set
out on the 26th of March. At Pittsburg he purchased five powerful tow-
boats, the Tioness, Samson, Mingo,
Fulton, and Homer. The hulls were
strengthened, the bows filled with sol-
id timber, the boilers protected by a
double tier of oak twenty-four inch-
es thick, and the pilot-house plated
against musketry. At Cincinnati he
purchased four side-wheel steamers
of great power, as being more readily
handled in the strong current of the
Mississippi—the Queen of the West,
Monarch, Switzerland, and Lancaster.
But for Colonel Ellet’s extraordinary
personal influence he would never
have been able to obtain men for his
rams, although he had permission to
recruit from the army. The project
was deemed not only a visionary, but
a perilous one. His brother, Alfred
W. Ellet, then a captain in the Fifty-
ninth Illinois, brought his own com-
pany, with another from the Sixty-third Illinois, and met the boats at Cairo.
For firemen Ellet was mainly indebted to negroes.

OHARLES ELLET.

"1 In order that the reader may fully comprehend Mr. Ellet’s connection with steam rams pre-
 vious to the war, we transcribe a few paragraphs from the article in Harper's Magazine, already re-
ferred to:
Tt was in the winter of 1854-5, at Lausanne, in Switzerland, that home of wandering savans,
during the siege of Sebastopol, when the Russians spoke of sinking their splendid fleet, that Mr.
) Ellet first revolved in his mind the plan of protecting and strengthening war vessels, so that they
‘ might be used as rams; that thus, instead of sinking their fleet, the Russians might sink that of
the allies, and raise the blockade of the harbor. In December, probably, he wrote to the Rus-
sian government, giving a detailed statement of his plan, which was thankfully received, but, in
consequence of the death of the emperor soon after, was overlooked and never acted upon. In the
following April (26th) he addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, through Mr. John Y. Mason,
our minister at Paris, with the same propositions. These, with a reply and rejoinder from our
Navy Department, were afterward published (Richmond, 1855) in pamphlet form, and circulated
- widely both in the South and in Europe. We were at that time slightly menaced with war with
‘England on the Right of Search question.
~ “In his prefatory note, dated Richmond, December 1, 1855, Mr. Ellet says :
““‘People are accustomed to regard the art of naval warfare as the art of manceuvring cannon,
d throwing shot and shell. T wish them to reflect upon the power of a moving steam-boat
driven against the enemy whe has no means of resistance but his batteries, and to decide which
he more certain warfare. I wish, therefore, to compare the number of fighting steamers which
y be sent to any port in the United States from the shores of Europe with the number of river
le;mii'q, coasting steamers, steam-tugs, and even ferry-boats, which might be found ready to meet
them here.’ ]
This remarkable pamphlet, upon which must be based his claims to the paternity of the steam
is so forcible and explicit, that it should be given entire did space allow. Like all he ever
it is clear, earnest, well reasoned, and nervous in style. He says:
My plan is simply to convert the steamer into a battering-ram, and to enable her to fight, not
her guns, but with her momentum. In short, I propose to strengthen the steamer through-
1 the most substantial manner, so that she may run head on into the enemy, or burst in his
bs, or drive a hole into his hull below the water-line. A hole only two feet square, four feet un-
r, will sink an ordinary frigate in sixteen minutes.’
hen minutely details the altering or building of ships for his purpose. And then he adds:
ave read accounts of five or six accidental collisions at sea in the last six months—some-
steamers running into sailing vessels, and sometimes by sailing vessels running into steam-
every case the vessel struck in the waist was sunk, and the vessel which ran into her
keep on her course. For harbor defense, however much we may continue to build
‘and batteries, I think we should not neglect also to build Soating batteries—rams—
s, as near shot and shell proof as they can be made, with a strength of hull, speed,
will enable them to crush in the side of a man-of-war by simple collision.
rstanding, the efficacy of the plan which I recommend is self-evident. And I
 carry it out in all its details whenever the day arrives that the United States is
( in a naval contest.” R
following remarkable answer was returned :
#Al __ “tNavy Department, W: n, D. C., March 21, 1855.
ur letter of the 25th ult. iseggknow‘l‘édg.;ﬁ,mg;od the Department ten-
pressed therein. The suggestion to convert steamers into bat-
omentum, make them a means of sinking an enemy’s ships, was pro-
Dbeen renewed many times since by various officers of the navy.
05 but with the necessary speed, strength, and weight, a large
WO! troduce an entire change in naval warfare.
ur obedient servant, :
Cuarres 'W. WercH, Acting Secretary of the Navy.’
, sent another letter to the Navy Department,
, in which letter he still more strenuously
vy, J. C. Dobbin, in a very courteous re-
wgr,fbut. by special vote of Con-
Ty .

THE WAR ON THE MISSISSIPPL

433

‘We turn now from the Mississippi
squadron, which before the end of
1862 numbered about 80 vessels—
gun -boats, rams, mortar-boats, and
side- wheel steamers— to Farragut's
fleet, which, after the fall of New Or-
leans, occupied the Lower Mississippi.
This fleet consisted of two parts: ves-
sels of the West Gulf squadron, and
Admiral D. D. Porter’s mortar flotil-
la® At the close of 1861 the entire
Gulf squadron numbered 21 vessels,
with 282 guns and 1000 men. This .
squadron was divided into an Eastern
and Western, February 21,1862. The
former was under the command of
Flag-officer McKean, who was relieved
June 4, 1862, by acting Rear-admiral
Lardner, who was shortly succeeded by Commodore Theodorus Bailey. Tha
limits of this eastern squadron comprised the southern and western portiong
of the Florida coast, commencing at Cape Canaveral and extending to Pen-
sacola. Westward from and including Pensacola, the West Gulf squadron
extended to the Rio Grande. This latter was a very important command,
for two reasons: first, on account of the operations against New Orleans,
which had been contemplated ever since the early autumn of 1861 ; and, sec-
ondly, on account of the importance of the blockade in this quarter, within
the limits of which were included the ocean outlets of the Mississippi Valley.
David G. Farragut, then captain, afterward admiral, vice-admiral, and finally
Admiral of the United States Navy, was wisely chosen to command this de-

CHARLES RIVERS ELLET.

‘“When we consider how the allied fleet bombarded the fortress of Sweaborg, defended by about
800 guns, for the space of forty-five hours, without suffering the loss of a single man by the ene-
my's shot, ‘in consequence of the continual movement of the ships,” as the Russian general al-
leged, and as we also recall some very remarkable engagements of our own in the late war, we
may appreciate the prevision of our advocate. The bombardment of Port Royal and the experi-
ence of blockade-runners confirm the result of his calculations.

¢ Among the cases of accidental collisions cited are several remarkable ones, all tending to the
support of his theory. The well-known sinking of the Arctic by the Vesta, with great loss of life;
the Wellington, of 131 guns, damaged by a sailing ship; the Imperatrice, steamer, sunk almost
immediately by the schooner Commerce ; the Victoria, ship, sunk in two minutes by a small Sar-
dinian steamer ; the brigantine Henry, run into by a diminutive steamer and lost immediately.

‘‘In 1842, the Hudson River steamer Empire, coming into New York with a new pilot on a
misty morning, ran fairly into a new wharf with the full power of the engine, forcing the bow of
the boat through the timber facing of logs eighteen inches square, then through a solid stone fill-
ing eight and a half feet thick, and then throngh earth and rubbish seventeen feet farther, making
a chasm of twelve feet wide at the logs, twenty-seven feet long, and seventeen feet deep. The
only injury sustained by the boat was the breaking of one of her oblique braces and a slight leak
at the stem.

¢ Now, if such is the effect of a frail river steamer upon an object of this sort, what must be ex-~
pected of a vessel built and armed for the very purpose of a ram? There is another example,
memorable for the tragical, mysterious manner in which it occurred. It may be recollected that,
a few years ago, an American vessel, with an English captain, was hired, it is supposed, to run
down a Russian ship of war in the Baltic. He strengthened his bows with solid timber, and fol-
lowed the war vessel out of St. Petersburg, and in the gray of dawn next morning, when near the
Categat, while his crew were asleep or below decks, he took the helm himself and ran into the
Russian ship with the power of sails merely, and instantaneously sunk her with her crew of three
hundred souls.

¢ ¢The practical conclusion,” says Mr. Ellet, ‘to be drawn from these facts is apparent. If ves-
sels built for ordinary commercial purposes, and propelled either by steam or sail, invariably sink
the vessel they strike with their bow when running with any considerable velocity, while them-
selves receiving but little injury from the collision, it follows, of necessity and a fortiori, that a
steamer expressly designed for such conflict, well fortified at the bow, strongly built throughout,
divided longitudinally and centrally by a solid partition reaching from kelson to deck and from
stem to stern, and transversely by other partitions, separating the hull into six or eight water-tight
compartments, and horizontally by one or more partitions or floors, of which one shall be below
the water-line when light—I say it follows of necessity that such a vessel, skillfully framed and
properly fastened, may be driven at high speed against any ship of ordinary construction in the
certainty that the ship struck will go down and the battering ship float.’

¢ All this, which is familiar knowledge to us in 1865, was foreseen and reasoned out in 1858.
At that time Mr. Ellet was living in Richmond. His views, as set forth by his pamphlet, addresses
to Congress, and by conversation and newspaper communications, were all well known. Here,
indeed, is the germ of theidea wrought out but partially by the rebels after their seizure of the
navy yard at Norfolk. To the suggestion that the enemy could strengthen his ships, and meet
them ram with ram, it is only necessary to add that this is a fundamental condition of all civil-
ized warfare, and will occur under every species of construction, armament, or defense.”

2 We make the following extract from this memorial :

““Steam Rams.—It is not generally known that the rebels now have five steam rams nearly
ready for use. Of these, two are on the Lower Mississippi, two are at Mobile, and one is at Nor-
folk. The last of the five is doubtless the most formidable, being the steam frigate Merrimac,
which has been so strengthened that, in the opinion of the rebels, it may be used as a ram. But
we have not yet a single vessel at sea, nor, so far as I know, in course of construction, able to cope
with a well-built ram. If the Merrimac is permitted to escape from the Elizabeth River, she will
be almost certain to commit great depredation on our armed or unarmed vessels in Hampton
Roads, and may even be expected to pass out under the guns of Fortress Monroe and prey upon
our commerce in Chesapeake Bay. Indeed, if the alterations have been skillfully made, and she
succeed in getting to sea, she will not only be a terrible scourge to our commerce, but may prove
also to be a most dangerous visitor to our blockading squadron off the harbors of our Southern
coasts.

¢T have d to call the ion of the Navy Department and of the country so often to
this subject during the last seven years that I almost hesitate to allude to it again, and would not
do so here but that I think the danger from these tremendous engines is very imminent, but not at
all appreciated.” 2

2 Farragnt’s fleet was constituted thus :

Steam-sloops. Steam- . Mortar Fleet.
Hartford............ 24 guns. Sciota.......euv.e... 4 guns, H. Beals.
- Richmond. 26 0 Sailing-sloop. J. Griffith.
Pensacola. f L Portsmouth....... 17 ¢ Racer.
Brooklyn.... 24" ¢ Mortar Fleet. S. Bruen.
Mississippi .. 128858 Norfolk Packet. H. Jones.
Colorado... 28 << Arletta. Dan. Smith.
| Gun-boats. Sophronia. Vessels accompanying Mortars.
IYOGUOIB. viiasssessail D0 & ara, Hartriet Lane ...... 4 guns,
Oneida.. g 95 C. P. Williams. ST S
: gyEte 0. H. Lee. Qe
gicee ‘W. Bacon. e Pl
& e T. A. Ward. g2 R
4ieces A. Dagel. e
(LRI M. Vassar. O (L
4 C. Mungham. PN I
7 AL M. J. Carlton. St ek
0 & AN S. C. Jones. Coast Survey Vessel.
Kennebec,.......... 4 « Orvetta. Sachem............. 58

The Octorara did not arrive until after the capture of New Orleans. Each of the mortar-boats
mounted a bomb and two guns. Some of the vessels accompanying the mortars were only armed
tugs. > s Y
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ADMIRAL PORIER'S MORTAR FLEET.

from the great West

partment. After July 11 Pensacola became the
great naval dépot for the West Gulf squadron,
Farragut sailed from Hampton Roads to take the
command on February 2, 1862, and, arriving at Ship
Island on the 20th, began to organize his fleet. Twe
months were consumed in these preparations, the
greatest difficulty being encountered in landing the
vessels of heavy draught. After every effort had
been made, the Colorado and the Wabash could not
be got over the bar. The entire fleet sent against
New Orleans, including the vessels withdrawn from
the blockade, consisted of 48 vessels, with about 800
guns and 20 bombs. Porter’s mortar flotiila had
been organized at the Brooklyn Navy Yard in the
winter of 1861-2, and performed a very important
part in the opening of the Mississippi. In Farra.
gut’s entire fleet there was not a single iron-clad
vessel.
The most brilliant naval period of the war—if
the brilliancy of naval operations depend upon their
successin actual engagement with the enemy’s shipt
and forts—is comprised within the brief space of
four months, beginning February 6, and ending
June 6, 1862. Yet this was far from being the pe:
riod of our greatest naval strength. Very much
stronger expeditions were fitted out afterward, bug
they failed of success, except In one or two in-
stances.!
Let us review the brief, but eventful and satisfac-
tory record of these four months. The capture of
Fort Henry, February 6, was the first of a series of
victories on the Western rivers that aroused the
nation from a situation, if not of doubt, at least of a
negative sort of confidence, to one of positive hope.
and courage. The capture of Donelson ten days
later, though it could scarcely be called a naval vie- *
tory, still derived a large measure of its importance 2
from its bearings upon the progress of naval Opera: - aiei
tions. It gave us command of the Cumberland, as
the victory at Fort Henry had given us command
of the Tennessee. It was followed, within the space
of a fortnight, by the evacuation of Columbus and
Nashville. The Confederates held New Madrid un-
til March 14, when their communications had been
cut off by General Pope. In the capture of Island
No.10, April 7, the army under Pope, and the naval
squadron under Foote, had an equal share. Here
there was no battle, but there were captured nearly
7000 prisoners and a large amount of war materi
including 100 siege-guns. The crossing of Pope’
force to the rear of the enemy, on the west side of
the Mississippi, by the aid of the gun-boats, had se-
cured the victory without the loss of a single
Before the close of April, Farragut, with h
had steamed past Forts Jackson and St. Phil
arriving before New Orleans, held the city unde
guns. Lovell’s fleet had been disposed of in a's
but sharp conflict during the passage by the f
This was purely a naval victory. New Orlea
conquered by Farragut, and the forts surrend
Admiral Porter, commanding the mortar fleet.
ler’s army, numbering about 14,000 men, be
army of occupation. The capture of New

! It would be unfair to infer that because our n:
ways successful in these gigantic expeditions, that it -
the period we have indicated, to be an important el

ates to organize a fleet of any sort. Though the Co
construct forts which baffled our fleets, yet the lati
with the army, were of the greatest service,
the most memorable instances was the capture o
the instances are not a few in which our arm
disaster by the presence of gun-boats. Two or
gun-boats of the Mississippi squadron, in sever:
battles, were of greater value than an entire

have been. At Belmont, the Tyler an i
army from defeat. At Pittshurg Landi
they did not save the first day’s battle,
of their presence, rendered the def
might otherwise have been. On Fe ary
assisted by the A. S. Robb and other
ates at Dover, Tennessee. At Helena,
enabled an inferior national force to h
attack which, under‘other circumstances,

ceeded. In the same mont! ¢ t
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CHARLES H. DAVIS.

was, thus far, the most substantial triumph of the war. It was to the South
a greater disaster, comparatively, than the loss of New York City would
have been to the North.

In the mean time, Foote was engaged in an expedition against Fort Pil-
low, which he had undertaken directly after the surrender of Island No. 10.
But Pope’s army abandoned him April 17th, to join the army moving upon
Corinth, and left him helpless. Early in May, this gallant naval officer,
still suffering from his wound, was, at his own request, relieved, and the
command of the Mississippi squadron was assigned to Captain C. H. Davis.
A little more than a year after his resignation of this command Admiral
Foote died, while making preparations to depart for Charleston, to relieve
Admiral Dupont. The day after Davis assumed the command—May 10—
the Confederate fleet at Memphis came up the river and engaged the squad-
ron, but withdrew, defeated, after an hour’s fight, having, however, succeeded
in badly crippling the Cincinnati and the Mound City. The evacuation of
Corinth gave us Fort Pillow without a battle, June 4, and the next day the
city of Memphis was surrendered.

But before the surrender of Memphis there was a spirited conflict with
Montgomery’s fleet. Davis left Fort Pillow, June 5, with a fleet' of nine
boats—five gun-boats, two tugs, and two of Colonel Ellet’s rams, the Queen
of the West and the Monarch. Montgomery, with his eight boats, had
threatened to “send Lincoln’s gun-boats to the bottom,” and the inhabitants
of Memphis gathered upon the hill-side to witness this expected catastrophe.
The fight which followed has already been described in a previous chapter.
It was here that Ellet redeemed all the promises which he had made for his
rams. The two rams alone could have sunk the entire fleet.! Colonel

! “While the engagement,” writes Captain Dayvis, ‘‘was going on in this manner, two ves-
sels of the ram-fleet, under command of Colonel Ellet, steamed rapidly by us, and ran boldly
into the enemy’s line, Several conflicts had taken place between the rams before the flotilla (of

gun-boats), led by the Benton, moving at a slower rate, could arrive at the closest quarters, In
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Ellet in person commanded the Queen of the West, which was his flag-ship.
His brother, Alfred Ellet, commanded the Monarch. During the progress
of the fight, Colonel Ellet, stepping out upon the forward part of the deck
to observe the effect of a blow which he had given the Lovell, and which
was sinking the latter, received a bullet in his knee. The wound proved to
be a dangerous one, and amputation became necessary; but the colonel re-
sisted stoutly, declaring that *the life should go first.” Two weeks after
the battle he was conveyed to Cairo on one of his rams—the Switzerland—
and died on reaching the wharf on the morning of June 21. He left his
brother Alfred in command of the ram fleet.

After the capture of Memphis, four of the gun-boats, _with an Indiana
regiment under Colonel Fitch, were dispatched to the White River to open
communication with General Curtis, who had advanced to Batesville. Some
batteries were carried at St. Charles, but the main object of the expedition
was not accomplished; and General Curtis, in order to find a base of opera-
tions, was obliged to transfer his army from Batesville to Ielena, on the
Mississippi. :

Meanwhile Farragut’s fleet had been advancing up the river. The Iro-
quois, under Commander Palmer, arrived off Baton Rouge May 7. The au-
thorities, ordered to surrender, indulged in the same mock-heroic nonsense
which the mayor and council of New Orleans had been indulging m the
week before. They were determined that the city of Baton Rouge should
not “ be surrendered voluntarily to any power on earth.” There was no
military force, the mayor added, in the city, and its possession by the Feder-
als “must be without the consent and against the wish of the peaceable in-
habitants.” He declined to hoist the national flag because it was “offensive
to the sensibilities of the people.” Palmer, “determined to submit to no
such nonsense,” took possession of the arsenal, barracks, and other public
property of the United States. No resistance was offered. In a note to
Mayor Bryan, on the 9th, Palmer informed him that he had taken posses-
sion of the arsenal, and hoisted over it the United States flag, and added:
“War is a sad calamity, and often inflicts severer wounds than those upon
the sensibilities. I therefore trust I may be spared from resorting to any
of its dire extremities; but I warn you, Mr. Mayor, that this flag must re-
main unmolested, though I have no force on shore to protect it. The rash
act of some individual may cause your city to pay a bitter penalty.” Far-
ragut, having come up on May 10, continued the mayor in office, and encour-
aged the employment which the latter had already made of the foreign
corps as a police guard for the maintenance of good order. Baton Rouge
was the first place of importance above New Orleans, from which it was dis-
tant about 140 miles. It was situated on a plateau 40 or 50 feet above high
water, on the east bank of the river; was the capital of Louisiana, and had
a population, in 1860, of 5498.

Fifteen miles above Baton Rouge is Natchez, in Mississippi. This place
Palmer, with the Iroquois and other gun-boats, reached on the 12th. He
addressed a note to the mayor, which the citizens at the landing refused to
receive. Palmer then seized a ferry-boat which was loading with coal, put
aboard of it a force of seamen, a few marines, and two howitzers, and sent
the expedition across the river, with orders to see that the mayor received
the note. But there was no occasion to land this force, as two members of
the Common Council were already in waiting with the mayor's apology.
Mayor Hunter submitted to the necessities of the situation, if not with re-
markable grace, at least without any heroic bluster. But Natchez was of

the mean time, however, the firing from the gun-boats was continuous, and exceedingly well di-
rected. The General Beauregard and the Little Rebel were struck in the boilers and blown up.

¢“The ram, Queen of the West, which Colonel Ellet commanded in person, encountered with
full power the rebel steamer General Lovell, and sunk her, but in so doing sustained pretty seri-
ous damage. Up to this time the rebel fleet had maintained its position, and used its guns with
great spirit. These disasters compelled the remaining vessels to resort to their superiority in
speed as the only means of safety. A running fight took place, which lasted nearly an hour, and
carried us ten miles below the city. The attack made by the two rams under Colonel Ellet, which
took place before the flotilla closed in with the enemy, was bold and successful.”
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little military importance, and had never been occupied by any military
force; it was therefore abandoned.

Thus far no resistance had been encountered by the fleet since the cap-
ture of New Orleans. It was therefore somewhat of a surprise, doubtless,
to S. P. Lee, commanding the advanced naval division of Farragut’s squad-
ron, when, on May 18, in reply to his demand for the surrender of Vicks-
burg, he received the deflant response, “ Mississippians don’t know, and re-
fuse to learn, how to surrender to an enemy. If Commodore Farragut or
General Butler can teach them, let them come and try!” Such, indeed, was
the answer returned to the demand by James L. Antry, military governor
aud colonel commanding the post. M. L. Smith, a brigadier general in com-
mand of the military defenses of Vicksburg, replied, on his own account,
that he had been ordered to hold the defenses, and that it was his intention
to do so aslong as it was in his power. L. Lindsay, mayor of the city, add-
ed his refusal to that of the military authorities. ‘“As far as the municipal
authorities are concerned,” he said, “ we have erected no defenses, and none
are within the corporative limits of the city.” Phillips, on the 21st, gave
Mayor Lindsay notice to remove the women and children of Vicksburg be-
youd the reach of his guns, as any attack upon the defenses must injure or

\  destroy the town. This notice was given by Phillips for the purpose of
- placing it at his own option whether he should fire or not immediately upon
~ the expiration of the truce. And thus the matter rested. Phillips, how-
~ ever, did not make an attack.

~ Above and below Vicksburg the river was now entirely in the possession
~ of the national forces. A co-operating military force only half as large as
. that which secured the victories at New Madrid and Island No. 10 could at
~ this time have compelled the surrender of Vicksburg, and opened the Mis-
- sissippi from Cairo to New Orleans.  But the whole available military force
- in the West was then being collected together against Beauregard’s army at
Corinth. Even Curtis’s force in Arkansas had been so far reduced for this
- purpose that it was unable to assume the offensive. From General Butler’s
artlyent no troops could be spared, since, after garrisoning Forts Jackson
d St. Philip, Ship Tsland and Baton Rouge, there was left a force barel:-
ﬁici&a'nt. to defend New Orleans against such an attack as might be ex-

ted. ;

- But for Vicksburg—an obstacle which was not overcome for nearly four-
L months—the river, we have said, was completely possessed. But armed
els and transports, passing up and down, were frequently annoyed by
ks from guerrillas and concealed batteries. Porter, on his way up
er with the mortars, was thus attacked at Ellis’s Bluffs on June 3.

Whenever these attacks were made in the vicinity of towns, it was found
necessary to retaliate by holding the inhabitants responsible; and if they
were repeated, the villages or towns, as the case might be, were in some in-
stances destroyed. Natchez, Grand Gulf, and Donaldsonville, in the course
of the year, suffered severely from punishments inflicted upon them in this
way. The most serious collision of this nature took place early in June, at
Grand Gulf. The Confederates were just then beginning to fortify that
place, and Commander Palmer, fearing that the passage down the river
might be obstructed, sent down the Wissahickon and Itaska, under Com-
mander De Camp, to reduce the newly-erected batteries. These vessels ar-
rived off Grand Gulf on the morning of June 9, when they were attacked
from the shore with rifled and other cannon. After an action of two hours,
in which the gun-boats were quite roughly handled, one of them being
hulled seventeen and the other twenty-five times, the batteries were silenced.
On the vessels one man was killed and five wounded. Palmer then de-
cided to bring down the rest of the squadron from below Vicksburg. His
position was one of some difficulty. The batteries above him were manned
by a force of 500 artillerists. Their position upon the hill seemed to protect
them against serious injury, and the gun-boats had much to fear from their
plunging fire. He did not dare to leave a few vessels only at Vicksburg.
He expected that at any moment the iron-clad ram Arkansas might come
down from the Yazoo. Fort Pillow, too, had just been evacuated; and, not
aware of the destruction of the Confederate fleet at Memphis, he feared that
the vessels of that fleet might, in conjunction with the Arkansas, attempt a
raid against his little squadron. The fortifications of Vicksburg were daily
being strengthened by the arrival of new guns and ammunition. His gun-
boats’ were “all of them in a most crippled condition;” the sick-list had
largely increased ; the time of the men on the Colorado had expired; he
was almost out of both coal and provisions, and had little oil left for his en-
gines. “Unless supplies come up,” he writes, June 10, “we can not stay
here a week longer.”

Palmer sent the Katahdin and Itaska down as far as to the mouth of
Red River to discover if there were any more of those formidable obstacles
in the shape of batteries in process of erection, and on the afternoon of the
10th dropped down and shelled the Grand Gulf batteries for an hour. This
effected nothing, and he determined, in case of the repetition of an attack
from the shore, to burn the town. The attack was repeated, and the town
was burned.!

1 Captain Craven, of the Brooklyn, passing up the river a week afterward, reports that he was
molested nowhere on his route from Baton Rouge to Vicksburg. Speaking of Grand Gulf, he
says: “The town there was in ruins, having been first riddled by shot and then destroyed by fire:
On a small hill just to the right of the town was a small earthwork, which had been but recently
thrown up, and was capable of receiving three or four field-pieces. This work, as well as the
town, was entirely deserted.”

Grand Gulf had been fired upon previously, on which occasion Lieutenant Commander E. T\
Nichols, of the Winona, had notified the Mayor of Rodney, a few miles below, that a similar pan=
ishment would be visited upon that place in the event of the batteries in that vicinity firing upon
the national 1s. This notification led to the following correspondence :

o. 1. ) Faoe)
; [N ] ¢ Jackson, Mississippi, June 12, 1862.

¢“Str,—1I have the honor to inclose a copy of a letter received by the Mayor of Rodney, notify-
ing him, in substance, that if the vessels of the United States Navy are fired upon by our troops
from or near the town, vengeance will be taken upon the women and children, or, as the writer is
pleased to term it, ¢ punishment for the offense will be visited upon the town;’ and this, too, that
“we are not here to war upon unarmed and peaceable citizens.” |

“Where two nations are at war, it has been customary, among civilized people, ¢ to punish the
offense’ of an attack by the armed forces of one upon those of the other by a combat with the at-
tacking party. If such attack be made from a town, the assaulting party is not entitled to, and,
so far as our troops are concerned, does not claim, any immunity by reason of the presence of
women and children. What we do claim, however, and insist upon, is, that when your vessels or
transports are fired upon by our troops, they shall not hasten to the nearest collection of unarmed
and peaceable women and children, and wreak their vengeance upon them, as was done lately at
Grand Gulf by United States vessels in retaliation for an attack with which the town had nothing
more to do than had the city of St. Louis.

“‘My batteries are located at such points upon the river as are deemed best suited for the de-
sired purposes, and without ref to or ion with the people of the town. Should the
site happen to fall within a village, you, of course, are at liberty to retmn the fire. Should it be
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Vicksburg, which, as regards heroic and obstinate resistance to the na-
tional arms, held almost equal rank with Richmond and Charleston, lies in
the State of Mississippi, on the east bank of the river, 400 miles above New
Orleans, and about the same distance from Cairo. Its commercial import-
ance is due to its location in the midst of the great cotton-growing coun-
try along the Yazoo. It is connected with Jackson, the state capital, by
railroad ; and from De Soto, on the opposite bank, a railroad, Tunning £
to Monroe, drains the land commerce of Northern Louisiana. It is the
most important, and, at the same time, the most defensible military position
on the Mississippi. At the time of the capture of New Orleans, this fact
was little appreciated on either side.” The population of Vicksburg, before
the war, was, in round numbers, 5000. The town, situated on the shelving
declivity of high hills, with its dwellings scattered in groups on the ter-
races, presents a very picturesque appearance,

On the 20th of June, a month after the first appearance of Farragut’s
fleet off Vicksburg, Brigadier General Thomas Williams left Baton Rouge
with a large portion of the garrison which had been there posted, and in
four days’ time reached a position on the peninsula opposite Vicksburg. He
| had only four regiments and eight field-guns. The force defending Vicks-
burg at this time consisted of about 10,000 men.? General Williams imme-
diately set about constructing a canal across the narrow neck of the penin-
sula, on the Louisiana side, which, if successful, would throw Vicksburg and
its defenses six miles inland. Of this we shall have more to say hereafter
in connection with the projects for getting a position to the rear of the city.
Porter’s mortar fleet of sixteen vessels had in the mean while moved up the
river to Vicksburg. It was now proposed that a junction should be effect-
cd between Farragut’s fleet and that under Davis's command, as preliminary
to as formidable an attempt against the city as it was possible for this com-
bined naval force to make.

In two or three instances already the national vessels had run the gaunt-
let of Confederate batteries on the Mississippi. The Carondelet on the
4th, and the Pittsburg on the 6th of April, had run past the enemy’s fortifi-
cations on Island No. 10. In the latter part of the same month, Farragut,
with nearly his entire fleet, passed Forts Jackson and St. Philip. He did
not, therefore, reckon it an enterprise of very great magnitude or peril to
run the Vicksburg blockade. It is not likely that he anticipated any very
important results from this operation. He knew well enough that batteries
could be passed with much greater ease than they could be taken. But he
had been ordered by the Navy Department and the President to do some-
thing against Vicksburg, and was disposed to strike the heaviest blow pos-
sible with the force he had in hand; and on the night of the 27th of June
he had every thing in readiness for the undertaking. The order was given
for a movement the next morning. Porter, who had got his mortar fleet
and his gun-boats in an advantageous position, and who had been for. the
past two days employed in ascertaining the range of the enemy’s works,
was to open fire upon the latter at four o’clock A.M. He was to perform a
part similar to that which had been assigned him at New Orleans—that is,
he was to stand still and engage the enemy’s batteries, while Farragut
should pass them with his fleet. This fleet of Farragut’s consisted of the

VIEW OF VIOKSBUBG FROM THE RIVER.

in the vicinity of one, however, the usages of civilized warfare do not Jjustify its destruction, unless
demanded by the necessities of attack or defense.

“I can not bring myself to believe that the barbarous and cowardly poliey indicated in the in-
closed letter will meet with the approval of any officer of rank or standing in the Uuited States
Navy. I have, therefore, thought proper to transmit it to you under a flag of triice, with the con-
fident expectation that you will direct those under your command to confine their offensive oper-
ations as far as possible to our troops, and forbid the wanton destruction of defenseless towns, filled
with unoffending non-combatants, unless required by imperious military necessity.

¢“The practice of slaying women and children as an act of retaliation has happily fallen into
disuse in this country with the disappearance of the Indian tribes, and I trust it will not be re-
vived by the officers of the United States Navy, but that the demolition and pillage of the unof-
fending little village of Grand Gulf may be permitted to stand alone and without parallel upon

record. M. LoveLr, Major General Commanding.
‘¢ Commanding Officer United States Navy, Mississippi River, near Baton Ronge.”

0. 2. Eit
(Ne-2] “ Baton Rouge, June 17, 1862.
‘“Sir,—TI have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 12th instant, together
with its inclosure, in which you are pleased to say that vengeance will be visited upon the women
and children of Rodney if our vessels are fired upon from the town. Although I find no such lan-
guage contained in the letter of Lieutenant Commanding Nichols, or even any from which such
inference might be drawn, still I shall meet your general remark on your own terms. You sa
yon locate your batteries ‘at such points on the river as are deemed best suited,’ ete., without re|
erence to the people of the town, and claim no immunity for your troops. Now, therefore,
olation is with you. You choose your own time and place for an attack upon our defense
people, and should therefore see that the innocent and defenseless of your own people are out o
the way before you make the attack; for rest assured that the fire will be returned, and we will not
hold ourselves answerable for the death of the innocent. If we have ever fired upon your ¢
en and children,’ it was done here at Baton Rouge, when an attempt was made to kill o
officers, landing in a small boat manned by four boys. They were, when in the act
mostly wonnded by the fire of some thirty or forty horsemen, who chivalrously galloped o
town, leaving the women and children to bear the brunt of our vengeance. At Grand Gul
+ | our transports were fired upon in passing, which caused the place to be shelled, with what
know not; but I do know that the fate of a town is at all times in the hands of the m
mandant, who may at pleasure draw the enemy’s fire upon it, and the communi
fer for the act of its military. ; S
¢ The only instance I have known where the language of your letter could possil
place at New Orleans, on the day when we passed up in front of the city, while i
possession, by your soldiers firing on the crowd. I trust, however, that the timq
women and children will be subjected by their military men to the horrors of w:
for them to be subjected to the incidental inconveniences, privations, and sus
““If any such things have occurred as the slaying of women and ch
feel well assured that it was caused by the act of your military, and much
officers ; for, as Lieu Commanding Nichols informs the mayor, we war
less persons, but against those in open rebellion against our country, and
ishment to them, thong!;l‘ i‘trmay 1ot be always in our power to i
s Gt Mo S 1 398 Ol e
! So little notion was there of any farther strug; he
find, in an intercepted letter from Mr. Davis’s niece, Mz
| mother in Mi wing
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three steam-sloops Brooklyn, Hartfqrd, anfl
Richmond, and the gun-boats Iroquois, Onei-
da, Wissahickon, Sciota, Winona, Pinola, and
RKennebee. The fleet was to form a double
line of sailing, so that the gun-boats, advanc-
ing in the order named, should form a second
line, and fire between the ships. The Hart-
ford, as occasion offered, was to fire her bow
guns on the forts at the upper end of the
town, while the broadside batteries of all the
ships were to be particularly directed to the
guns in the forts below and on the heights.
«When close enough,” ordered Farragut,
“give them grape.” Upon reaching the bend
of the river, which was just above Vicks-
burg, the Wissahickon, Sciota, Winona, and
Pinola were in any case to continue their
course, but the other gun-boats were to drop
down the river again if the enemy’s batteries
were not thoroughly silenced.

The signal to weigh anchor was given at
2 A.M. on the 28th. At four o’clock, as had
been ordered, Porter opened fire from the
mortars, and almost at the same moment
the Confederates fired their first gun, which
was returned by the leading vessels of the
fleet as they came up. On Farragut's star-
board quarter, Porter brought up the Oc-
torara, Westfield, Clifton, Jackson, Harriet |=
Lane, and Owasco, and united in the attack.
By the united efforts of the fleet and the mor-
tar flotilla the Confederate guns were soon
silenced, sometimes not replying for several minutes, and then again with
but a single gun. The Hartford, in its attack upon the summit batteries,
succeeded better than had been expected. The passage up the river was
slow, the flag-ship having but eight pounds of steam, and even stopping
once in order that the vessels in its stern might close up. The Brooklyn,
Kennebee, and Katahdin failed to follow the flag-ship past the batteries, and
turned back. The commanders of these vessels gave various explanations
of this failure, but they do not seem to have been satisfactory to the com-
mander of the fleet. The vessels which succeeded in passing received some
injury, not of a serious character, from the upper batteries, after the latter
had been passed, and suffered a loss in men of fifteen killed and thirty
wounded. On the vessels which failed to pass there were no casualties.
General Williams, on the Louisiana side, had a battery in operation during
the action, thus affording a slight support to the fleet.

The whole significance of this bold affair is summed up in a few words by
Admiral Farragut, namely, “ that the forts can be passed; and we have
done it, and can do it again as often as may be required of us.” And that
was all. We can do no more, he added, than silence the batteries for a
time, as long as the enemy has a large force behind the hills to prevent our
landing and holding the place. He said that it was impossible to take
Vicksburg without an army of from 12,000 to 15,000 men. Admiral Por-
ter, in his official report of the action on the 28th, says: “It is to be regret-

~ ted that a combined attack of army and navy had not been made, by which
- something more substantial might have been accomplished. Such an at-
- tack, I think, would have resulted in the capture of the city. Ships and
- mortar vessels can keep full possession of the river and places near the wa-
 ter’s edge, but they can not crawl up hills 300 feet high, and it is that part
f Vicksburg which must be taken by the army. If it was intended mere-
ly to pass the batteries at Vicksburg, and make a junction with the fleet of
lag-officer Davis, the navy did it most gallantly and fearlessly.! It was as

d to the conduct of his own men in the bombardment, Admiral Porter says: ‘‘ They
iness, and they really seem to take a delight in mortar-firing, which is painful even
‘accustomed to it. It requires more than ordinary zeal to stand the ordeal. Though I
e been at times exacting and fault-finding with them for not conforming to the rules of
ce (which requires the cducation of a lifetime to learn, yet I can not withhold my ap-
‘hen I see these men working with such earnest and untiring devotion to their duties while
e.”—Rep. Sec. Navy, 1862, Acc. Doc., p. 410.

THE WAR ON THE MISSISSIPPL

439

PORTER'S MORTAR FLEET IN TRIM.

handsome a thing as has been done during the war, for the batteries to be
passed extended full three miles, with a three-knot current against ships
that could not make eight knots under the most favorable circumstances.”

By six o’clock the batteries were passed, and Farragut met Lieutenant
Colonel Charles Rivers Ellet, of the ram fleet, who had made his way down
the river bank during the night, and who now offered to forward commu-
nications to Flag-officer Davis, and to General Halleck, then at Memphis.
After effecting a junction with Davis, Farragut applied to Halleck for a mil-
itary force to co-operate in an immediate attack on Vicksburg. Halleck’s
reply on the 3d of July was an utter disappointment.

In the mean while Vicksburg was subjected to a bombardment from the
mortar-boats above and below. When Farragut passed the batteries there
were but few guns mounted.! During the progress of the bombardment
which followed, General Earl Van Dorn® was sent to Vicksburg, and placed
in command over Brigadier General M. L. Smith. Soon afterward the gar-
rison was re-enforced by Breckinridge's brigade from Beauregard’s army.
Van Dorn’s appointment to this post, for which he certainly had no pecul-
iar fitness, was received by the Mississippians with enthusiastic pleasure.
The hope of successful resistance at this point was every day growing
brighter. = It was with no little pride that the citizens of Vicksburg con-
trasted their own position, and the fate of their city thus far, with what they
naturally regarded the too facile surrender of other posts on the river. In
this pride the ladies of the heroic city had their full share. On the morn-
ing of June 28, when Farragut's fleet was on its way past the city, and shells
were falling like hail in the streets, crowds of these enthusiastic ladies might
have been seen on the Court-house, the “Sky Parlor,” and other prominent
places in the city, gazing upon *the 'magnificent scene.”

‘While Vicksburg was being bombarded by mortars, Farragut and Davis

! Abrams says only seven.—Siege Vicks., p.6. This estimate is probably considerably below
the mark.

3 “This donghty Confederate cavalier, of Rosecrans’s class at West Point, has greatly aston-
ished his old associates. West Point men of his time remember him as a small, handsome, mod-
est youth, literally at the foot of his class. In Mexico he was on the staff of General P. F. Smith,
and was very popular, for to his other qualities he added dashing bravery. His conspicuous
course in the rebel interests at the breaking out of the war deceived them into thinking him a
general. A good soldier he certainly was—brave, dashing, a splendid horseman, but he lacked
head, and was always taking his men into cu/s de sacs. He died by the hand of a man who be«
lieved he had seduced his wife.”—Coppee's Grant and his Campaigns, p. 133.

3 Abrams’s Siege Vicks., p. 7.
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organized an expedition to ascend the Yazoo River. General Williams of-
fered to send up a few sharp-shooters from his army to co-operate with the
gun-boats Tyler, Carondelet, and the ram Queen of the West, which formed
the naval part of the expedition. The object of the movement was to pro-
cure correct information concerning the obstructions and defenses of the riv-
er. It was known that eighty miles from the mouth there was a raft ob-
structing the passage with a battery near it below, and above, the new Con-
federate ram Arkansas, “a vessel represented to be well protected by iron,
and very formidable in her battery.” To find and capture this ram was the
most important part of the expedition. The gun-boats, early on the morn-
ing of July 15, had scarcely passed the mouth of the Yazoo when they en-
countered the Arkansas coming down. This vessel, in her construction, re-
sembled the Louisiana and Mississippi, destroyed at New Orleans. She was
built at Memphis, and at the time of the capture of this place she succeeded
in escaping up the Yazoo, while a consort of hers, built in the same man-
ner, was destroyed. She was a sea-going steamer of 1200 tons. Her cut-
water was a sharp, cast-iron, solid beak. She was thoroughly covered with
T rail iron, with heavy bulwarks of thick timber, with cotton-pressed case-
mating, impervious to shot. Her port-holes were small, with heavy iron
shutters ; all her machinery was below the water-line, and she had a bat-
tery of ten guns! She' was commanded by Isaac N. Brown, and had a
picked crew. The gun-boats met the ram about six miles above the mouth
of the Yazoo. They were commanded, the Carondelet by Captain H. Walke,
the Tyler by Captain Gwin, and the ram Queen of the West by Colonel
Alfred Ellet. When the ram was discovered, the gun-boats were proceed-
ing at intervals of a mile apart, the Queen of the West ahead, the Tyler
next, and the Carondelet behind. The result of a conflict with the Arkan-
sas was, to say the least, uncertain, and all the national vessels reversed
their course, and retreated down the river, keeping up a running fight with

| DAVIS'S FLEET ON ITS WAY TO JOIN FARRAGUT'S.

MORTAR BOATS FIRING ON VICKSBURG AT NIGHT.

the Tyler was seen to proceed from the mouth of the Yazoo, with the Ar-
kansas closely following. It was to Admiral Farragut a moment of sur-
prise and of mortification. Had the event been anticipated, the fate of the
Arkansas could have been decided in thirty minutes. As it was, the ves-
sels of the fleet were lying with low fires, but none of them had steam, or
could get it up in time for so instant an emergency, and the ram escaped
without serious injury, though she received a broadside fire from all the na-:
tional vessels. The Benton, it is true, got under way and pursued the ram
for some distance, but at her snail’'s pace the pursuit seemed only less ludi-
crous than the situation which would have followed if she had been so un-
fortunate as to overtake and come
into close quarters with her adver
sary.

Thus far the result of the ram’s ap-
pearance had not been seriously dis-
astrous. Indeed, though this was nof
known at the time to her opponents,
she was incapable of inflicting a very
severe blow. Her smoke-stack had
been shivered in pieces early in the
action, and for want of steam she could
not be used as a ram with any effect.
The Carondelet had run ashore, her
wheel-ropes being shot away, and
would probably have fallen a prey
to the Arkansas if the latter had had
leisure for improving her opportuni-
ty. The Tyler was partially injured.
About thirty men on the Federal side
were killed, wounded, or missing, and

the ram for about an hour. The firing was distinctly heard by both the | many of these casualties occurred among Williams's sharp-shooters, who
squadrons in the Mississippi, and it was supposed that the gun-boats were | were especially exposed. The loss on the Arkansas was ten killed and -

engaging batteries. But the true cause of the firing became apparent when
* Naval Scenes on the Western Waters, p. 59.

fifteen wounded. :
Partly to support the few vessels of his fleet on the Lower Mississippi,
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and partly to make another attempt against the Arkansas, Admiral Farra-
gut determined, on the night of the 15th, to repass the Vicksburg batteries.
Te was supported by Davis’s squadron and the mortar flotilla; but the

- ram, lodged under the guns of Vicksburg, was so well concealed by her sit-
uation that she escaped the destruction intended for her.

On the 22d another attack was made upon the ram, which now lay be-

tween two forts at the upper bend of the river. Farragut’s fleet was four
miles below, and it was understood that he would receive the 'ram if she
should attempt to escape down the river. The attack was made by the
Queen of the West, commanded by Colonel Ellet, and the Hssex, under
Commander W. D. Porter; but it proved a failure. The Queen of ‘the West
and the Essex passed down under cover of a fire opened upon the upper
“batteries by the Benton, Cincinnati, and Louisville. The Essex boldly at-
tacked the ram, but the bow-line of the latter being let go, the current drift-
ed her stern on, and the gun-boat, missing the Arkansas, ran ashore. There
was less than a rod’s distance between the two vessels, and in these close
quarters the three nine-inch guns of the Essex told with serious effect upon
the ram. The Queen of the West also ran at the ram, but was so severely
damaged by the fire from the shore that she with difficulty escaped. *This
attempt on the part of Colonel Ellet,” says Farragut, “ was a daring act, and
one from which both Flag-officer Davis and myself tried to deter him.” The
Sumter, which had' come down with the other vessels, on account of some
‘misunderstanding did not join in the attack. The Essex remained aground
for ten minutes, under a heavy fire, and then, getting afloat, ran down to
Farragut’s fleet through a storm of shot and shell, but without receiving a
single blow after she left the upper forts. From the latter and from the
ram she was penetrated with three projectiles, one of which went through
her casemates, and, exploding inside, killed one man and wounded three of
her crew. The Queen of the West steamed back, exposed to the fire from
the shore and struggling against the current of the river, to Davis's squad-
ron. She had on board two officers, four soldiers, and three negro firemen,
not one of whom were injured.

Farragut had on the 20th received an order to descend the river to New
Orleans. Owing to the fall in the river, this was becoming an impera-

3 tive necessity. Waiting only a day or two after the engagement with the
ram, and until General Williams had completed his arrangements for de-
parture with his small force, he proceeded to obey this order. It was ar-
ranged that the Essex and Sumter, under Commander W. D. Porter, should
take charge of the lower part of the river. Left in this situation, the fleet
on the Mississippi, so far from being competent to make any offensive move-
ment, was likely to have difficulty in holding its ground against the enemy,
who now had, besides the Arkansas, two gun-boats on the Red River and
two on the Yazoo. “I presume,” says Farragut, writing from New Orleans,
July 29, “ Flag-officer Davis will destroy those in the Yazoo; and my gun-
~ boats chased the Music and Webb up the Red River, but drew too much
- water to go far.” :
- The situation before Vicksburg, therefore, at the beginning of August, was
discouraging. There was no longer any co-operating army. Flag-officer
Dayis’s fleet was reduced in power, both by the absence of a large number
- of gun-boats—undergoing repairs or engaged in special duty—and by sick-
ess among the men! The garrison of Vicksburg had been largely in-
reased, nearly doubled, and a large number of additional guns had been
nounted in the batteries. The canal, which had been finished for about ten
had proved a failure. The bulkhead was knocked away on the 22d
y, but the Mississippi, which had so often been known to change its
in a single night on the slightest occasion, refused by a singular ca-
take the course which General Williams had opened for it, and
ksburg, instead of becoming an inland city, had joyful occasion for self-
atulation and for laughter at the foiled project of “the Yankees.”
ough the canal failed to answer the purpose for which it had been
ted, it was of great service so long as Williams remained. It had

rder, and an angle on the upper border to enfilade
ossed by the levee. This levee, distinguished as
itself a convenient breastwork.”> When Wil-

that he would be compel-
maintaining his own connec-
andon his position before
Yazoo River. From this
ions against Vicksburg.

from Vicks: |

reduced by |
ver, and five |
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burg southward parallel with the river, and from the same point deflected
northward to the northern boundary of the State of Mississippi, and thence
turned eastward, following the Virginia and East Tennessee Railroad. Mor-
gan and Forrest had just been raiding through Kentucky and Tennessee,
preparatory to Bragg’s invasion. General Grant, on the northern border of
Mississippi, was confronted by large Confederate armies under Price, Lovell,
and Van Dorn. As soon as General Williams left Vicksburg, Breckinridge
withdrew his division in order to attack Baton Rouge, and, in co-operation
with the ram Arkansas, to secure the Lower Mississippi. If the expedition
could have been undertaken a few days sooner, it would have been a suc-
cess so far as Baton Rouge was concerned. Breckinridge doubtless knew
that a large proportion of Williams'’s troops were suffering from sickness.
He could not have reckoned too strongly upon this element in his favor, for
when Williams left Vicksburg he had scarcely well soldiers enough to take
care of the sick ones.

Breckinridge’s force received marching orders on the 26th of July. It
was transported by railroad as far as Tangipahoa, in St. Helena Parish,
Louisiana, which became the base of operations. Between forty and fifty
miles from this place, at Camp Moore, on the Comite River, there was a
body of Louisiana troops being fitted for active duty in the field. There
were only one or two regiments here, with a battery, and a few cavalry, the
whole under the command of General Ruggles. This became one of the two
columns acting against Baton Rouge, and remained under Ruggles’s imme-
diate command, while the column from Vicksburg was assigned to General
Charles Clarke. The latter consisted of two brigades, of four regiments, or
parts of regiments, each. The troops of this column were all veterans.  The
design was to attack Baton Rouge from the rear, while the Arkansas, with
the help of the Webb and Music from the Red River, engaged the Federal
gun-boats. Several days were occupied in waiting
until the ram should have recovered from the wounds
inflicted upon her in her recent conflicts with the
Mississippi squadron. At length Van Dorn tele-
graphed to Breckinridge that the ram was ready,
and would be due at Baton Rouge on the morning
of August 5th, which time, therefore, was fixed for
the attack.

General Williams had not returned to Baton Rouge
a moment too soon. He was well aware of the ene-
my’s design, and industriously provided for the com-
ing battle. On the river were the HEssex, Cayuga,
Sumter, Kineo, and Katahdin. On the land Wil-
liams had nearly 2500 men available for action.
These were encamped in the rear of the city, and it
was determined to meet the enemy just on the skirts
of the town, and there dispute his nearer approach.

The march to Comite River from Tangipahoa, a
distance of about fifty miles, was at this season very
exhausting to the Confederates under Breckinridge.
The heat was intense, and the men fell rapidly out
of the ranks from sickness or fatigue. Almost ev-
ery farm-house on the roadside was converted into

a hospital. There was a brief halt at Camp Moore,
and on the 4th, a little before midnight, the two columns were pushing on
over a smooth sandy road that led through well-cultivated plantations to Ba-
ton Rouge. About dawn, when these columns were within three miles of the
city, there occurred a strange misadventure. They were passing by a piece
of woods when they were fired upon by a company of partisan rangers, who
mistook them for Federal troops. Before the mistake was rectified several
casualties had occurred, and the line had been thrown into confusion. Gen-
eral Helm, commanding one of the brigades, was disabled by the fall of his
horse into a ditch, and was withdrawn from the field. It was here that Cap-
tain Alexander A.Todd, a brother-in-law of President Lincoln and an offi-
cer on General Helm’s staff, met his end. He was instantly killed by a shot
from the woods.! Order was soon restored, and the columns marched on,
Clarke’s to the right and Ruggles’s to the left. They first appeared in the
open fields bordering on the Greenwell Springs Road, toward the upper
part of the city and southeast of the Arsenal. Here they attempted without
success to draw out the national forces. Failing in this, they veered to the
: southward a little farther, and it was in the position thus taken that the bat-
tle of Baton Rouge was fought.

The streets of the city ran out to the verge of the Federal encampments.
The battle-field was flat in surface, extending in the form of an arc about the
city from the Arsenal grounds to those of the Capitol. Bayou Gross ran
north and east of the Arsenal grounds. Within the latter were two guns,
sweeping the field to the left of the Fourth Wisconsin and Ninth Connecti-
cut, on the opposite or right bank of the bayou. In the rear of the centre

, of the Ninth were two guns, and on the other side of a knoll in the Govern-
ment Cemetery two more. Farther to the right was the Fourteenth Maine,
on the left of the Greenwell Springs Road and in rear of the Bayou Sara
Road, which crosses at right angles the two main approaches to the city.
In the road itself were four guns, afterward increased to six. On the right
of the Greenwell Springs Road was the Twenty-first Indiana (which was un-

LA (}_otlfedemte, alluding to this event, says: ¢ Captain Todd was a young gentleman of fine

I ents, great 1 daring, exceeding amiability, and the warmest home affections.

Bpt the evening before he wrote to his mother, and just before the accident he was conversing with

- Lientenant L. 1. Payne, ordnance officer of the brigade, icating the

interred by gentle and loving hands.”
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der cover of a wood), with the Magnolia Cemetery in its front. To the right.

. T : I ees he wished |
conveyed home in case of his fall. . . . Brave boy! he met his end serenely, and his body was |

pray, ¢ May our last end be
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of Magnolia Cemetery the Sixth Michigan continued the line across a’ coun-
try road and another known as the Clay Cut Road, supporting two guns in
the country road. The Seventh Vermont was stationed in the rear of the
two latter regiments, on the right of the Catholic cemetery. The extreme
right was held by the Thirtieth Massachusetts, a short distance in the rear
of the Capitol, and supporting Nims's Battery. Considering that the attack
was expected on the Greenwell Springs Road, this disposition of force was 3
an admirable one, the only fault consisting in the unfortunate position of

the encampments of the Fourteenth Maine and Twenty-first Indiana, which

were in front of those regiments, and liable to capture in case of their re-

treat, an event which really did occur.!

The Confederates at daylight drove back the Federal pickets. General
Breckinridge in person led the right wing, his yoﬁng son, Cabell, acting as A
aid-de-camp. The full force of the first determined attack fell upon the In-
diana, Maine, and Michigan regiments. The resistance was obstinate. The
Federal flanks were called in to support the centre; but the enemy succeed-
ed, after a sharp conflict, in driving in the regiments in the advanced front
and capturing their encampments. The Seventh Vermont failed to give ef-
ficient support at the critical moment, and Colonel Roberts, its commander,
was killed while vainly attempting to urge forward his men. ‘IHe was
worthy,” said General Butler, “of a better disciplined regiment and a better
fate.” The Indiana regiment lost all its field-officers before retreating.
General Williams had just given the order for the line to fall back, when,
seeing the condition of this regiment, he advanced to its front, and told the
Indianians that, in the absence of their officers, he would lead them himself.
Scarcely had the responding cheers died away when he fell, mortally wound-
ed? The batteries had done good execution. The soldiers, though many
of them had never seen a battle before, disputed bravely every advance of

DEATH OF GENERAL THOMAS WILLIAMS.

the enemy. It had come at length to a hand-to-hand conflict, the result
of which seemed to be in favor of the Confederates. As the national forces
withdrew from the vicinity of Magnolia Cemetery, where had been the dead-
liest conflict, the gun-boats in the river opened on both of the enemy’s
flanks, their fire over the city being directed by a system of signals from
the Capitol, instituted by Lieutenant Ransom. o
In the mean time Breckinridge was listening anxiously in the intervals
of conflict for the guns of the Arkansas; but he heard them not. About
six miles from the city the ram had stopped in her progress down the river,
unable to proceed on account of her inefficient engine machinery. She had
left Brown, her former commander, sick at Vicksburg, and was now com-
manded by Lieutenant Stevens. Her crew numbered 180 men, well chosen;
she had ten heavy guns (six 8-inch and four 50-pounders), but could not be
brought into action. 3 i

Disappointed at the non-appearance of this indispensable ally, 'aﬁd,-seéi

! See Weitzel's Report in Reb. Rec., vol. v., p. 801, Doc. Fletcher, an English historian of th
war, says: ‘‘The position does not appear to have been well selected, as in front of the cent
the line, between the two roads, was a large cemetery, overgrown with high grass, and a
both cover for an advancing enemy, and, when occupied, a strong offensive position.’
probably true so far as the position was related to the shape which the attack finally k.

:‘The following General Order (No. 56) was issued by General Butler after the battle:

: Th_e commanding general announces to the Army of the Gulf the sad event the ds
Brigadier General Thomas Williams, commanding Second Brigade, in camp at Baton {

‘“The victorious achievement—the repulse of the division of Major General Breckinrit
troops led by (}eneral Williams, and the destruction of the mail-clad Arkansas by Cap
of f‘he Nnvy—xs_n}ude sorrowful by the fall of our brave, gallant, and successful fellow-sold

General Williams graduated at West Point in 1837 ; at once joined the Fourth Arti
Florida, where he served with distinction ; was thrice breveted for gallant and meritq
in l’VIexxcg as a member of General Scott’s staff. His life was that of a soldier te
try’s service. His country mourns in sympathy with his wife and children, now th
and precious charge. S ¢ y ‘

* We, his comrades in arms, who had learned to Jove him, weep the true fi
tlzmtan, :hghbrn‘v?‘ei '?f‘ldler,d t};&accomplished officer, and the devoted Chris
went out when Williams di By a si - felicity, t] v of his
thsfeTﬁen?;ndsl N y a singular felicity, th? manner of his deat]
? o chivalric American gentleman, he gave up the vantage of
city, forming his lines in the , lest the on and child
int{he et g .  open ﬁe]gi_, lest the wom.cf.n\a,nﬁ chil
_““ A good general, he made his dispositions and prepa

““ A brave soldier, he received the d.
¢* A patriot hero, he was figh

“¢A Christian, he sleeps in the
‘“His virtues we can not excee

§
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DESTRUOTION OF THE ARKAN

the impossibility of attempting to fight the national infantry, artillery, and
gun-boats at the same time, Breckinridge ordered the captured camps to be
burned as a preliminary to withdrawal from the field. His forces found
some shelter from the shells of the fleet in the woods which skirted the bat-
tle-ficld all avound. It was not noon yet when the battle was over, and the
field was left in possession of the national forces, under Colonel Cahill, who
had succeeded to the command after the death of General Williams.

The enemy had suffered severe loss, especially in- officers, among whom
General Clarke was left in our hands mortally wounded. His dead, to the
number of seventy, were left upon the field, so hasty had been his retreat.
The battle-ficld gave striking evidence of the nature of the conflict. In
front of the Indiana and Michigan regiments some of the enemy were found
who had been killed with rails, which the Union soldiers, having lost their
arms, haa used as weapons. ‘“In one spot,” says an eye-witness, “ behind a
beautiful tomb, with effigies of infant children kneeling, twelve dead rebels
were found in one heap.”

The forces engaged in the battle, though variously estimated, were prob-
_ably not very far from equal.! The loss on the national side was 90 killed
and 250 wounded.

The morning after the battle, the Essex, accompanied by the Cayuga and
Sumter, advanced up the river to where the Arkansas was lying, abandoned
by her companions, the Webb and Music. There was no serious conflict.
Commander W. D. Porter engaged the ram for a short time, when the latter
was fired, deserted, and then blown up. Very soon the vessels of the na-
tional fleet saw floating past them the shattered fragments of their most for-
midable antagonist on the Mississippi. In informing the Naval Secretary
of this event, Admiral Farragut said: “It is one of the happiest moments
of my life that T am able to inform the Department of the destruction of the
Tam Arkansas, not because I held the iron-clad in such terror, but because
the community did.”

A few days after the battle (August 16) Baton Rouge was evacuated by

_ the national troops, and the place was afterward held by the naval force.

- Sherman had been confirmed major general of volunteers on the 1st of
~ May, 1862. In urging this appointment, Halleck, writing from the West
. shortly after the battle of Shiloh, said: “It is the unanimous opinion here
- that Brigadier General W. T. Sherman saved the fortunes
~ of the day on the 6th, and contributed largely to the glo- .
. rious victory of the 7th.” At the time when Halleck
~ wrote thus, Grant was under a cloud; his military quali-
ties were scarcely appreciated; he was thrust somewhat
into the background, and subjected to much mortification,
€ ing little of that confidence which he afterward won
m the government. But in this unfortunate period of
career his rightful claims were supported heartily and
| by General Sherman.? Afterward when, at the
lose of the war, the latter was for one single act bit-
d unjustly calumniated, he received from General
11 return of sympathy and support. Grant had
elieved in Sherman, even when the latter had
there may have been were certainly in favor of the Con-
ide discrepancy in the estimates given is somewhat sin-
says Breckinridge had less than 3000 men, and Williams:
n the other hand, makes Williams’s force less than

_ The only authority for this latter estimate

letter published in the Rebellion Record

hroughout wholly unreliable.  In a

lemy’s force at 5000. Cahill makes

“%mn regiments, or 5000 men.

; 0. Fletcher makes the num-

ble that the. enemy may have

had not 3“)’(]!:2; men.

been called insane. He always gave him the most re-
sponsible position under his command. In recom-
mending his promotion to the rank of brigadier gen-
eral in the regular army in 18683, he says: At the
battle of Shiloh, on the first day, he held, with raw
troops, the key-point of the landing. It is no dispar-
agement to any other officer to say that I do not be-
lieve there was another division commander on the
field who had the skill and experience to have done
it. To his individual efforts I am indebted for the
success of that battle.”

When Halleck was called to Washington in July,
1862, to assume the duties of general-in-chief, the De-
partment of the Mississippi was assigned to the hero
of Fort Donelson.! There was at that time a lull in
military operations, and Grant had leisure to give at-
tention to the general administration of affairs in this
department. One of the very first things which he did
was to send Sherman, with his own and Hurlbut’s di-
visions, to occupy Memphis as its military commander.
Sherman assumed command of the district, supersed-
ing General Hovey, on the 21st of July, stationing his
own division in Fort Pickering, Hurlbut’s on the river
below, and sending the other troops to Helena. He retained the mayor
and other civil officers of the city in their offices, and confined the action
of provost-marshal guards to persons in the military service, and to build-
ings and grounds used by the army. All citizens were required to yield
obedience to the United States government or leave the district; if they
staid, and gave aid to the enemy, they were to be treated as spies. He did
not exact from all a formal oath of allegiance. He required no military
passports for inland travel, but he restricted it to the five main roads lead-
ing from the city, and there was a minute inspection of all persons and prop-
erty going in or out. The principal matter requiring stringent regulations
was that of trade. The exportation of salt and of all war material was pro-
hibited. All cotton bought beyond the lines and brought in had to be pur-
chased on contracts for payment at the close of the war, because, if paid for
In coin or in treasury noes, these were almost always sure to find their way
into the coffers of the Confederate treasury.

As the army penetrated the southern districts along the Mississjppi, the
temptation to indulge in cotton speculation became a great obstruction to
military discipline. But, notwithstanding this, it was found expedient to al-
low a partial trade in cotton, though every effort was made by General Grant
to prevent this commerce from demoralizing his subordinate officers. It was
manifestly the policy of the government to drain the South of its cotton.
This important staple was an invaluable aid to the enemy; it was a part of
his war material, since his foreign loans were based entirely upon a cotton
basis. It seemed wise, therefore, to make it for the interest of Southern cot-
ton-holders to retain the staple, instead of burning it or allowing it to pass
into the hands of the Confederate government. This temptation was afford-
ed by allowing a partial trade.?

! Tt was on October 16, 1862, that General Grant was made commander of the Department of
the Tennessee, this department being made to include Cairo, Forts Henry and Donelson, North-
ern Mississippi, and portions of Kentucky and Tennessee west of the Tennessee River.

2 The connection of the cotton question with the Confederate conduct of the war is so import-
ant that some of its details may be interesting to the reader.

The first auction sale of confiscated cotton from Port Royal took place in New York on the 10th
of June, 1862. At this sale seventy-nine bales were sold, at an average of sixty cents per pound.
From this time on to the close of the war such sales were quite frequent. Before a single bale of
cotton had been confiscated, however, the Confederates had contemplated the possibility of such
conquests on the part of the United States government as would bring into its possession a portion
of their accumulated stores. As early as February 26, 1862, a meeting of cotton and tobacco
planters was held at Richmond to consider the expediency of the purchase by the Confederacy, or
of a voluntary destruction of the entire tobacco and cotton crop. The Rickmond Eraminer de-
scribes the audience as ““one of the largest, wealthiest, and most intellectual meetings” ever as«
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Toward the cloge of October Sherman was summoned to meet Grant at
Columbus for military consultation. The Department of the Mississippi had

sembled in that city. The speeches made and the resolutions adopted were certainly character-
istic. General T. J. Green, of North Carolina, having called the meeting to 9rder, the Hon. C. K.
Marshall arose to read the resolutions. **We have it ip our ]x')wcr," l}e said, by way of prcfugc,
¢ 1o do what will have a serious influence not only within the city of Richmond, but may amelio-
rate the condition of the race of mankind at large.”

The following is a copy of the resolutions:

« Whereas, the government of the United States :
ed war on the government and people of the Confederate States, and have conducted that war on
principles hitherto unknown among cn‘lh;exl nations ; grlnl, whereas, we fec! ﬂ_\_m our onlyrs.afc!_y
against so ruthless and unrelenting a foe is to be 19}1“(] in the courage, ]»a{lr}?tlam, and sel '-::mrll-
ficing spirit of our people; and, whereas, no sacrifice, however enormous, is too grcut.?lf it on'_v
brings us freedom from our oppressors; and, whereas, the tyrants and despots of the North hm'e
openly proclaimed their purpose to desolate our homes and appropriate our property to their own
use, and have, in various instances, carried the infamous threat into practical execution I)yA]:lu|n-
dering our people of cotton, tobacco, rice, and other property ; and, \Yhereasi fire, when applied by
heroic hands, is more formidable than the sword, lh?rcfurc it is by !l|1§ meeting

« Resolved, That as a means of national safety, dictated alike by military necessity and true pa-
triotism, we deem it the imperative duty of this government to adopt measures for the purchase of
the entire crops of cotton and tobacco now on hand, with the purpose of at once preventing the
appropriation of them by the invaders of our soil and country, and making a fair and ?q-mmblc
compensation for the same to their owners, by such arrangements as slm_ll enable the government
to meet the debt incurred thereby without involving the public treasury in any serious liability on
account of the said purchase. Certificate of government liability to be given for the entire prop-
erty. I
i Resolved, That, as the owners of these great staples, the government would hold in 1ts‘hnn_ds
the power of removing so great temptation from the path of the Federal army, now making its
raids into our country, and robbing our citizens under the avowed pledges of supplying, by force,
the markets of the world with these valuable articles of demand, which must necessarily be done,
if those pledges are redeemed, by the total bankruptey of our planting interests on the one hand,
and the utter subjugation and enslavement of the people of the South on the other.

< Resolved, That, possessed of these products, it would become the solemn duty of the govern-
ment to take immediate action throngh commissioners appointed for that purpose, or otherwise to
take an account of such portions of said crops as are at exposed places, first furnishing the own-
ers thereof with certificates of the amount and value of their crops as evidences of debt by the gov-
ernment therefor, and consign the property to the devouring flames.

“ Resolved, That in case the owners of said staples decline to accept the terms offered by the
government, a tax of cents per pound should be assessed and collected from such crops, and
if finally lost or sacrificed, as a measure of public safety thereafter, such owners should not be al-
lowed any compensation for the same.

¢ Resolved, That where other articles of produce or stock are exposed to the raids of the enemy,
they should be removed if practicable, and if not practicable, an inventory of them should be taken,
with an estimate of their value, by military authority. or a government agent, or, in the absence of
either, by competent citizens, and certified to by them, and s.md property forthwith destroyed, and
the parties thus deprived of their property should be indemnified by the government.”

Mr. Marshall then made a speech on the resolutions. He alluded in terms so extravagant as
to appear ludicrous, to the expedients to which the Confederates had been driven by the blockade.
 Men,” he said, ‘‘ have seized pikes and lances, for want of proper arms, to defend their wives,
and daughters, and mothers.” He thought the Richmond government did not fully appreciate the
exigency of the times. If it had purchased the first cotton crop the Southern navy might then
have boasted of thirty such vessels as the Merrimac. = The last crop was now actually rotting un-
baled. They had been taught to believe that France and England wanted cotton so badly that
they would come and get it. Why didn’t they come? He had begun to doubt whether there
were such countries as France and England. ‘‘The enemy found cotton at Ship Island ; some, it
is true, they found in flames, but not enough of it. At Florence they went up and took an incon-
siderable quantity. No one seemed to think of setting fire to it. At Nashville they will perhaps
get fifty thousand bales, and the owners, to save their property, will have to swear allegiance to
that miserable tyrant, Abe Lincoln. And presently they will descend the Mississippi with per-
haps fifty gun-boats, and compel the negroes to load them with cotton, and send it to Europe, and
say, We have opened a cotton port—there is the evidence. I want us to do something manly—
something grand. I want the Confederate government to buy all the cotton, and, if need be, de-
stroy it.  If one of those pillars which support this temple were cotton, and the other tobacco, and
England, France, Russia, and the United States of America, and ourselves depended on them for
existence, and it were necessary, I would, Samson-like, drag them down, and let one universal ruin
overwhelm civilization. Suppose, as these resolutions propose, the government buys the cotton and
tobacco crops, it is not to be expected that it will soon be able to pay for them. Hardships will be
the consequence. Great numbers must suffer. A tax will have fo be imposed. I will suppose
that half of the cotton and tobacco crop has been burned. My cotton has been burned, and I have
received seven cents a pound from the government, while my neighbor’s, whose crop has not been
burned, has been enhanced double in value. His small crop of cotton would be a fortune, yet who
among us would hesitate to apply the torch to it sooner than it should fall into the hands of the
enemy ? But suppose the government were to buy the whole crop, and determine to burn it (as I
want them to do), that the world may see that this little republic, as they may choose to consider
us, can strike a blow that will send consternation through the world, while they are talking about
conquering the republic and hanging the President. I want the government to come forward
and say, Here is the money for four million bales of cotton, and give it to her commissioners, and
say, Burn it. I want the government to go in search of the cotton, instead of leaving it to be cap-
tured by her [that is, the enemy’s] iron-clad steamers. The government have two million of bales
as a financial measure. 'There are some gentlemen present who raise as much as four thousand
bales of cotton, and who say they will themselves burn it, indemnity or not, rather than the Yan-
kees shall get possession of it. A lady of my acquaintance has said she will not only burn her
crop, but her house itself, and take to the forest, rather than see the enemy possess it. We shall
ruin our own interest by letting this crop lie here, and putting another crop upon it. Cotton, instead
of being ten cents, will not command more than three cents. Suppose the blockade were opened
now, we could not get it to market by August. The boats which used to transport our cotton are
engaged in making war upon us, and some of them have got well peppered at Fort Donelson.
They are to-day planting cotton in Texas, and next week they will begin to plant farther north.
I needn’t enlarge on this to planters. Itis evident to them there will be two crops on the market
before next January. Some will say we will force England to go to India for cotton. I will say
to her, Go! England has spent three hundred and fifty million pounds, and gotten Louisiana
planters to go to those distant countries, and has been obliged to give it up as a forlorn hope. But
suppose England finds other cotton-fields, I'd like to know if we can’t find other spinners for our
crops, and be forever independent of her. To the west of us are two little countries, China and
Japan. In China they desire to put all their lands in tea, but they fear to discontinue the raising
of cotton. If they could get cotton elsewhere, they would put all the land in tea. Well, then, the
best spinners and weavers in China can be hired for nine cents a day, and we can get them to spin
and weave our cotton long before England can find other cotton-fields. China and Japan are
not so distant from us as we were from England when Whitney put the first cotton-gin in opera-
tion in Savannah. I hope Congress will take up and pass these resolutions. I have great hope
from this meeting. So much have these resolutions to recommend them to the people of the
Southern Confederacy, that, were I addressing them to-night, I believe I could get an overwhelm-
;;!g von,e’ for government buying the entire crops of cotton and tobacco, and consigning them to the

ames.

Governor Moore, of Kentucky, then addressed the meeting, advocating the resolutions.

On motion of Edmund Rauffin, who fired the first gun of the war, and who blew his brains out
after the defeat of the Confederacy, the resolutions were put to vote, and unanimously adopted.
Henry 8. Foote, the Tennessee senator in the Confederate Cong}ess, was then called to the stand,
and strongly approved of the resolutions. :

bout the same time, a bill was reported in the Confederate S

have made an unprovoked, flagrant, and wick-

B

. to indemnify planters for
progergy destroyed to prevent its capture. The bill, as passed, made no such provision, but made
it the duty of all military commanders to destroy all cotton, tobaceo, or other property that might
be useful to the enemy, if the same could not be safely removed, whenever said property was, in
their judgment, liable to capture. It was estimated that the amount of cotton and tobacco which
would thus be destroyed would be about one twentieth of the entire crop. On the 3d of March a
- resolution was passed in the House advising planters to raise provisions and cattle in place of cot-
- ton and tobacco. This came béfore the Senate March 12, and Mr. Brown, of Mississippi, pro-
i)osed a substitute, in the form of a bill to curtail the cotton crop for 1862, the amount being lim-

~ ited to three bales for each planter, and an additional bale per head for each hand employed in its
culture, and inflicting a penalty of forty dollars for every bale raised above this quota. Ha thought
the House measure would affect injuriously the patriotic planters, while it enriched the disloyal.
MMr. Orr, of South Carolina, thought the number of “patriotic planters” was very small. Wig-
, of Texas, was not so sure about the expediency of neglecting to raise cotton. = Mr. Barnwell,
tivation of cotton, and the incrcase

of South Carolina, thought that on the cul

staple for the market, depended not only the sources of wealth, but the im consequence
an w&'iglil:. of the Confederacy with fore{gn nations. “We ;zl:x's,t,." he smd?? hoalfiqa,enmé

s, he thought the power assumed by Mr. Brown’s
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been broken up, and General Grant was at the head of the Department of
the Tennessee. About this time Rosecrans assumed command of the De-
partment of the Cumberland. Corinth and Perryville had been fought, and
both battles—that of Corinth especially—had resulted in important national
victories. The objective point in the campaign now contemplated by Gen-
eral Grant was Vicksburg.
During the interval of some
months in which Vicksburg had
been left undisturbed, the enemy
had strengthened its fortifications.
Several additional batteries bad
been erected above the town, and
a strong line of defenses had been
thrown up from Chickasaw Bayou
to Haines's Bluff on the Yazoo
River. The bluff itself had been
fortified, and opposed an insuper-
able obstacle to the ascent of the
national fleet farther up the river.
Port Hudson, in the mean time,
had become a strong-hold second
only to Vicksburg in importance,
and between these two points the
Mississippi (as also the Red Riv-
er) was in full possession of the
Confederates, who had thus an
opportunity of availing them-
selves, to an almost unlimited ex-
tent, of the abundant supplies to
be obtained from Louisiana and
Texas. After Van Dorn’s defeat
at Corinth, he had been super-
seded by John C. Pemberton, a
favorite of President Davis, who,
that he might outrank Van Dorn
and Lovell, had been made a lieu-
tenant general. This officer has
been very severely criticised by
Southern writers on the ground
of his general incompetency for
the position assigned him, and, in
particular, for his apathy during
this important period, when the
opportunities for provisioning
Vicksburg and increasing its efficiency as a defensive point appear to haye
been neglected. He made his head-quarters, it is said, at this time rather at
Jackson than at Vicksburg, only paying an occasional visit to Vicksburg.
He thought, probably, and with good reason, that his presence was impera-
tively demanded to the rear and westward of Vicksburg, to guard against

.
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sumption of authority he had ever witnessed. Mr. Hunter, of Virginia, objected on the ground
th.at the measure taxed the patriotism of the planters, and was an interference with state rights.
Like Barnwell, he thought that reducing the supply would so advance the price that other sources
of cotton woul'(l be sought. Mr. Brown urged that the main object of the United States in de-
sceanng the river was to get cotton, and that there should be as little of it to be found as possible.
The idea that cotton could be raised in India was ¢ played out.” He was in favor of burning all
the cotton they had, and raising no more until the world was disposed to do them justice. Semmes,
of Louisiana, said he had long since abandoned the idea that cotton was king. England wonld not
mterfgre for it. ‘‘Rather than make war with the United States, she would convert her govern-
ment into an eleemosynary for the maintenance of her hordes of starving operatives.” He should
vote for the resoluiion, to warn the people of a lengthy war, and that they must raise provisions.
The resolution, being put to vote, was lost. o
On the 6th of May, in answer to an inquiry made by a Southern firm whether cotton purchased
on foreign account would be exempted from the order enjoining the destruction of all cotton about
to fall into the enemy’s hands, J. P. Benjamin, the Confederate Secretary of State, replied that if
purchases of that sort were made, it must be at the risk of the purchasers. | Wk
The Charleston Courier of May 14 published a circular which it claimed to be ““the deliberate
expression of the wealthiest and most influential class of the citizens of New Orleans.” For m
ifest reasons no signatures were attached. After a chivalric prelude, the circular goes on to u
the destruction of every bale of cotton liable to capture on the Western rivers, and the refusa
ship or sell a bale until the independ of the Confederacy was recognized. "< TLet the cong
of the United States, v it said, ““be a barren one. If we are true to ourselves there will be no tr
and t.he'countlgss millions of foreign products will be without a purchaser. How long will
remain idle spectators of such a scene,” ete. For copying this circular, the New Orleans B
on the 16th suppressed by General Butler. The same ‘day, for publishin’g an article of
porlggthe]gex:eml ftook] possession of the New Orleans Delia. :
€ planters, for the most part, justified Mr. Orr’s doubt of thei iotism,
reluctant to burn their cotton, and in most cases where the dest:uzt?:;ris;l:?ecoﬁh ﬁzhé w
by Confederate guerrillas. Such, for instance, was the case near Memphis, where, to :
of June, a large body of Confederate cavalry visited a number of plantations “on th
f1}/[e113)hls and Charleston Railroad, burning great quantities of cotton, and arresti
ound purchasing that staple. But, in spite of every effort made by the Confedera
large quantities of cotton were seized by the United States at evéry step of the
southward. A portion of the cotton found belonged to the Confederate government
to private citizens, who had in many instances secreted it against the very occasio

capture. 2
Mr. Pollard, the Southern historian,
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the operations of General Grant, which were threatened in that quarter. Tt
has been said that Pemberton was in favor of evacuating all points held
by the Confederates on the water, and had even recommended the abandon-
ment of Charleston and the destruction of its works.! He certainly did not
act upon this theory in the Vicksburg campaign. !
The first thing to be accomplished by General Grant was the expulsion
of the enemy from the line of the Tallahatchie. Then, while Rosecrans oc-
5 cupied Bragg, Grant, with Sherman’s help, proposed to take Vicksburg. The
details of the campaign were admirably planned, and, so far as the principal
‘movements were concerned, suecessfully carried out up to just the last point,
when the whole scheme miscarried, not by reason of a great defeat, but by
the disgraceful and unnecessary surrender of Holly Springs.

In the first stage of the campaign, as arranged by Grant and Sherman,
three columns were to move—one, under Grant, from Jackson, in Tennessee ;
a second, under Sherman, from Memphis; and a third, consisting mainly of
a cavalry force, under C.C. Washburne, from Helena—against Pemberton’s
army on the Tallahatchie, numbering 40,000 men.2 The success of this
first part of the campaign is thus concisely summed up by Sherman: “Grant
moved direct on Pemberton, while I moved from Memphis, and a smaller
force under General Washburne struck directly for Grenada; and the first
thing Pemberton knew, the dépot of his supplies was almost in the grasp of
a small cavalry force, and he fell back in confusion, and gave us the Talla-
hatchie without a battle.”

From the vantage-ground thus gained Grant could almost see his way
into Vicksburg. To him, then, Jackson seemed almost within his grasp, and
thence it was but a step into_the coveted strong-hold. The force sent from
Helena, which had now been recalled (perhaps too soon), had swept a clear

" course for him to Grenada. Pemberton had fallen back to Canton,a few
miles north of Jackson. On November 29th Grant reached Holly Springs;
on December 8d his head-quarters were at Oxford, and his cavalry in the
advance were driving Van Dorn out from Water Valley and Coffeeville.
Not a score of miles from Coffeeville is Grenada; and if all holds well be-
hind—at the dozen points in the rear where garrisons have been left to keep
open communications—Jackson must fall before Christmas, and Vicksburg
before New Year. :

So sure was Grant of his goal, that, while at Oxford (December 8), he dis-
patched General Sherman, commanding the right wing of his army,* to un-
dertake a co-operative expedition from Memphis against Vicksburg. Sher-

: man was to take with him one division of his present command, and all the
s spare troops from Memphis and Helena. Scarcely a fortnight was allowed
5 for the preparation of this important but ill-fated expedition. In the mean
patas while Grant waited, or pushed on slowly, so as to give the appearance of a
I continuous movement. On the 14th of December he wrote to Sherman,
- saying that, for a week hence, his head-quarters would be at Coffeeville, and
expressing particular anxiety to have the Helena cavalry back again with
~ him—evidently not at ease about Van Dorn’s movements in his rear. With
. one eye on Vicksburg, he was forced to cast the other suspiciously on Holly
Springs, his principal dép6t of provisions and ammunition, garrisoned with
- little over a thousand men under Colonel R.C. Murphy. Van Dorn was
leading his cavalry against this place, and Grant, knowing this, gave Mur-
phy timely warning. The blow fell suddenly, on December 20, and found
Murphy unprepared. The place was surrendered, and Grant, cut off from
s base, was obliged to fall back to Grand Junction, and to give up a cam-
ign which, but for this fatal surrender, promised a fortunate issue.
herman embarked from Memiphis on the 20th of December,® the very
‘on which Holly Springs was surrendered. He had in-his command
rgan’s and the two Smiths’ divisions—about 30,000 men. At Helena
rmy was re-enforced by over 12,000 men under General Frederick
le, comprising the brigades of Hovey, Thayer, Blair, and Wyman.
1 a letter written by Sherman to Porter (December 8), we gather a
definite idea of the objects which the expedition was intended to ac-

- * This is Bowman’s estimate.—Sherman and his Campaigns, p. 7.
ouis after the war. W7 v 7
’s army constituted the Thirteenth Army Corps, of which the right wing was
d of General Sherman. This right wing consisted of three divisions :
commanded by A. J. Smith, and consisting of two new brigades, Burbridge’s and

anded by Morgan L. Smith, consisting of G. A. Smith’s and David Stuart’s

e \ Morgan, comprising the new brigades of Osterhaus, Lindsay,

erman issued the following characteristic order:
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P al or priv No citizen,
employed as a part of the erew, or as serv-

nging_‘u!.othebo_ats‘ No laundress,
onsideration, b
n board

d nurses to the sick alone will be -

]
;% SR / MADISON®
%, o
NS Jovirs sruees /\’
5 ==X ‘ QCLARENDON
LITTLE Roc ‘ o

y

N/

GRENADARZAVER

MAP ILLUSTBATING OPERATIONS ON THE YAZOO AND THE ARKANSAS,

complish. Sherman at this time, and, indeed, up to the time of his own de-
feat, confidently expected that Grant would succeed on the northeast of
Vicksburg—a result which, so far as he was concerned, was chiefly valuable
because it would keep Pemberton on the line of the Yalabusha, and thus
insure his own success on the Yazoo. “We hope,”. he writes, “ that they
(the rebels) will halt and re-form behind the Yalabusha, with Grenada asg
their centre. If so, General Grant can press their front, while T am ordered
to take all the spare troops from Memphis and Helena, and proceed with all
dispatch to Vicksburg.” He intended first to break the inland communica-
tions of Vicksburg, and then to make a combined attack upon the city by
land and water, Porter co-operating with the fleet. He would “ cut the road
to Monroe, Louisiana, to Jackson, Mississippi, and then appear up the Yazoo,
threatening the Mississippi Central Road where it crosses the Big Black,”
thus disconcerting the enemy and throwing him on to Meridian, leaving
Vicksburg an easy capture.

The want of sufficient transportation for Sherman’s large force was the
cause of much embarrassment in fitting out the expedition, and of great
confusion and inconvenience on its route to Friar’s Point. The confusion
was increased by the necessary haste of the embarkation. The transports,
suddenly pressed into service, were crowded so closely as to afford scarcely
more than standing-room, and, of course, there were no adequate accommo-
dations for the comfort or cleanliness of the men. The discomforts of this
situation were exaggerated by the embarkation of Steele’s force at Helena.
The negroes along the river were greatly impressed at sight of an expedi-
tion which they confidently believed had been sent down for the express
purpose of their liberation. Many of them, indeed, came upon the boats,
and were taken under the protection of the flag. The fleet arrived at Mil-
liken’s Bend on Christmas eve, and not a few of the enthusiastic soldiers
expected to eat their Christmas dinner in Vicksburg.

The next day troops were landed, and destroyed the railroad leading from
Vicksburg to Texas. The expedition was convoyed by Porter’s gun-boats,
on December 26th, to Johnston’s Landing, twelve miles up the Yazoo Riv-
er.! On the transport fleet Morgan’s division led the advance, followed in
order by Steele, Morgan L. Smith, and A. J. Smith.

Vicksburg itself is situated upon very high bluffs, which extend south-
ward along the river to Warrenton, and northward till they touch the Yazoo,
about fifteen miles from Haines’s Bluff. Between these bluffs, upon which
the Confederates were now strongly fortified, and the Yazoo is a low coun-
try, full of swamps, lagoons, sloughs, and bayous. The points of approach
to the bluffs from the river are few and difficult—far more difficult than
Sherman had anticipated. In this bed of mire and quicksand the national
troops were landed, on the 27th, near Chickasaw Bayou, which runs from
Vicksburg around the hills in the rear of the city and into the Yazoo, taking

.| a sharp turn northward before it reaches the river.

Scarcely had Holly Springs fallen into Van Dorn’s hands before Pember-
ton was warned of the attempt about to be made against the northern de-
1 ¢Qn entering the Yazoo, the first object that attracted the attention was the ruins of a large

| brick honse and several other buildings, which were still smoking. On inquiry, I learned that this
was the celebrated plantation of the rebel General Albert Sidney Johnston, who was killed at Shi-

loh. It was an extensive establishment, working over three hundred negroes. It contained a
ge steam sugar refinery, an extensive steam saw-mill, cotton-gins, machine-shop, and a long
e juarters. X

qing' was palatial in its proportions and architecture, and the grounds around it were
tly laid out in alcoves, with arbors, trellises, groves of evergreens, and extensive flower-
10w a mass of smouldering ruins. Our gun-boats had gone up there the day be-
battery pl d near the ior d itself by plugging away at one of
nd the mar es went ashore after the gun-boats had silenced the battery, and
every thing on the place. If any thing were wanting to complete the deso-
was to be found in the sombre-hued pendent moss, peculiar to Southern
, a funereal aspect, as if they were all draped in mourning, as
tation there were many deadened trees standing about in the fields,
ch long festoons of moss hung, swaying with a melancholy motion in -
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fenses of Vicksburg. In this respect he had an overwhelming advantage
over Sherman (who knew nothing of the unfavorable turn which affairs had
taken in the rear of Vicksburg), and Grant’s withdrawal to Grand Junction
left him free to pursue his advantage without hinderance. He faced about
with his army; and by the time Sherman had landed on the south bank of
the Yazoo, he had not only an equal force to confront the latter, but also an
impregnable line of defense, covered by abatis, constructed from the thicket
in front of his works. Thousands of slaves had for months been engaged
upon these fortifications. :

The emergency which Sherman was about to meet was one in which nei-
ther the bru;;cry ‘of his Western soldiers nor his own fertile ingenuity avnilgd
him any thing. It is true, the enemy had a line of works fifteen miles in
extent to defend; and, suppos-
ing that he was attaczing a force
much inferior to his own in point
of numbers, Sherman may well
be justified in the confident hope
that he might, at some point in
this long line, make an impres-
sion, and that, by persistent
pressure, he must succeed in
driving the enemy out of his
fortifications.

Having debarked his troops,
he pushed the enemy’s pickets
back toward the bluffs, and on
the 28th intended to make a gen-
eral assault. Chickasaw Bayou
proved the chief obstacle to his
plan of attack. Dividing the country in the enemy’s front into nearly equal
portions, it could be crossed only at two points, each completely covered by
the enemy’s fire. This necessitated either a division of the attacking force,
or the restriction of the assault to the west side of the bayou; and, as the
bayou turned westward along the base of the bluffs, it covered the enemy’s
entire left, and had in this section only four points at which a crossing could
be effected, and even at these only in the face of rifle-pits on the table-land
behind, of rifle-trenches on the hill-sides farther back, and of heavy batteries
posted on the summits of the hills. Along the base of these hills, and back
of the bayou, ran the road from Vicksburg to Yazoo City, serving the enemy
as a covered way along which he could at leisure move his artillery and in-
fantry, concentrating them upon any of the points which might be selected
for crossing the Federal troops.

Steele advanced on the east side of the bayou, but, encountering a swamp
over which there was no passage except by a long corduroy causeway, and
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that, too, at the risk of losing one half of his' division, wisely concluded to
give up the attempt. Morgan, on the other side of the .bayou, advanced u
to the enemy’s centre as far as to the bank of the ba:you in front of the bluffs,
where his progress was arrested, though he held his ground during the en-
suing night. Morgan L. Smith advanced simultaneously farther to the right, -
While reconnoitring the ground he was disabled by a bullet lodged in his
hip, and Brigadier General David Stuart succeeded to the active command.
Where this division reached the bayou there was a crossing by means of g
narrow sand-slip, but the attempt was deemed too perilous. On the extreme
right General A. J. Smith advanced, and Burbridge’s brigade—arriving on
the field about noon, having just returned from a raid on the Vicksburg and
Shreveport Railroad—was pushed forward by Smith to the bayou, with or-
ders to cross on rafts under cover of a heavy cannonade. Landrum’s brigade
occupied a high position on the main road, within three fourths of a mile of
the enemy’s works, and with Vicksburg in plain view on his right.

On the morning of the 29th Steele had been recalled, and held the left,
supporting Morgan. The entire army lay opposite the Confederate centre
and left, with the inevitable bayou on its own left and front. Nothing had
been heard from Grant, but his near presence was conjectured from a sig-
nal rocket which had been seen ascending in the east the first night after
landing.

Sherman determined to assault the hills in Morgan’s front, while A. J.
Smith should cross at the sand-spit to the right. The assault was made, and
a lodgment effected on the table-land across the bayou, the heads of the sup-
porting columns being brought well up to the enemy’s works. The audac-
ity of the troops up to this point was never surpassed. Blair’s brigade, orig-
inally holding a position between Morgan and M. L. Smith, in advancing,
had crossed the track of Morgan’s division till it reached the extreme front
on the left, in Steele’s van. Here it crossed the bayou at a point where both
banks were covered by tangled abatis, and the quicksand bed of the bayou
was covered by water three feet deep. Through this bed Blair led his bri-
gade across, leaving his horse floundering in the quicksands behind, and car-
ried two lines of rifle-pits beyond, under a fire which struck down one third
of his command. But, despite such instances of valor, beyond the crossing
of a few regiments, and the slight foothold gained on the southern bank of
the bayou, no impression was made; and so scathing was the fire from the
enemy'’s rifle-pits, and the cross-fire from his batteries, that the advanced col-
umns faltered and fell back, leaving many dead, wounded, and prisoners.

Still Sherman urged A.J. Smith, on the right, to push his attack across
the sand-bar. The latter had already crossed the Sixth Missouri, who lay
on the other side, under the bank of the bayou, with the enemy’s sharp-shoot-
ers directly over their heads. They were about to make a road by under-
mining the bank, when the utter failure of Morgan’s assault on the left led
to an order for their withdrawal, which was accomplished, as the advance
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[ 2 ADMIRAL PORTER'S FLEET AT

had been, with heavy loss. All this time Burbridge had been skirmishing
across the bayou, and Landrum pushing ahead through the abatis toward
Vicksburg.
The night of the 29th was spent by the troops in the position of the night
before, lying, exposed to a heavy rain, upon the miry ground, with no shel-
_ ter but their blankets, and with no consolation from victory for their past
loss or present hardship.
: = _ Sherman now gave up all hope of success from his present position. His
- only resource left was an attempt to turn the enemy’s line by carrying his
extreme right, the batteries upon Drumgould’s Bluff, some miles farther up
the Yazoo. While his army was encamped in the swamp on the night of
- the 29th, Sherman visited Admiral Porter on board his flag-boat, where was
- concerted the following plan of operations: Porter was to move up the Ya-
zoo and bombard the batteries, while about 10,000 picked troops should
ake a determined assault, the rest of the army making a strong demonstra-
tion on the enemy’s left. If sueeessful in-carrying out this plan, the national
forces would have complete possession of the Yazoo River, and would hold
e key of Vicksburg.
‘Steele’s division, and one of Morgan L. Smith’s, were accordingly em-
ed on the night of the 81st. But a dense fog made it impossible for
rter to advance his gun-boats, and the expedition was deferred to another
ht. . But the next night the clear moonlight, which would last till morn-
roved as unfavorable as the fog of the night before, since there would
cover of darkness for landing the troops, and the attempt to secure a
nt on the ndge between Yazoo and Black Rivers was abandoned

ion wjv now a pronounced failure, The loss suffered
191 ]n]led 82 wounded, and 756 missing. The
t also evident to Grenera.l Sherman

THE MOUTU OF TUE YAZOO.

The War Department had, on December 18, 1862, issued a general order
dividing the Army of the Tennessee into four separate army corps, to be

fested by them on all occasions. We failed in accomplishing one great purpose of our movement,
the capture of Vicksburg, but we were part of a whole. Ours was but part of a combined move-
ment, in which others were to assist. We were on time. Unforeseen contingencies must have
delayed the others.

““We have destroyed the Shreveport road, we have attacked the defenses of Vicksburg, and
pushed the attack as far as prudence would justify, and, having found it too strong for our single
column, we have drawn offin good order and good spirits, ready for any new move. A new com-
mander is now here to lead you. He is chosen by the President of the United States, who is
charged by the Constitution to maintain and defend it, and he has the undoubted right to select
his own agents. Iknow that all good officers and soldiers will give him the same hearty support
and cheerful obedience they have hitherto given me. There are honors enoungh in reserve for all,
and work enough too. Let each do his appropriate part, and our nation must in the end emerge
from this dire conflict purified and ennobled by the fires which now test its strength and purity.
All officers of the general staff not attached to my person will hereafter report in person and by
letter to Major General McClernand, commanding the Army of the Mississippi, on board the
steamer Tigress, at our rendezvous at Gaines’s Landing, and at Montgomery Point.

“ By order of Major General W. T. SHERMAN.

“J. H. Hamyoxp, A. A.G.”

The connection of General McClernand with this expedition against Vicksburg is chiefly worthy
of note as being so characteristic of the entire want of system—and, we might add, of judgment—
in the general direction of the national armies at this time, and, indeed, until Grant became lieu-
tenant general. It appears that, independently of any consultation with Grant, of whose winter
campaign Vicksburg was the objective point, McClernand had in the autumn of 1862 been in-
trusted by the War Department with the organization of an expedition down the Mississippi.
This, we understand, was done at McClernand’s own instance. There was a long correspondence
between him and the Department, the latter adopting his suggestions and urging him to hasten
his preparations. The President and the Secretary of War united in drafting a document order-
ing him to organize the troops remaining in Indiana, Iowa, and Illinois, and to forward them with
all dispatch to Memphis and Cairo, that, as soon as a sufficient force, not required elsewhere,
should be got together, an expedition against Vicksburg might be organized under his command.
The troops, however, were “‘subject to the designation of the general-in-chief,” and were to be
employed ‘“ according to such exigencies as the service in his judgment mxghr require.” The
order was a confidential one, but the President, in his indorsement, allowed McClernand to show
it :10 governors or others at his discretion, and expressed his ¢ deep interest” in the proposed ex-

ition.
peMcClermmcl was all in earnest.  On the 16th of December he writes:

¢ Having substantially accomplished the purpose of the order sending me to the states of In-
dlana., Tllinois, and Iowa, by forwarding upward of 40,000 troops, as was particularly explained
in my letter of the Ist instant to the Secretary of Wnr and referred by him to you, I beg to be
sent forward in accordance with the order of the Secretnry of War on the 21st of Ocmbel, giving
me command of the Mississippi expedition.”

‘Whether General Halleck looked with disfavor upon the arrangements made with McClernand
by the President or Secretary of War, thinking it would be better to leave the disposition of the
troops at Memphis to General Grant, does not appear. _Certain it is, however, that when Grant,
early in December, received the order to send an expedition down the river, no mention of McCler.
nand was made. When Halleck received McClernand’s letter of the JG:h, the expedmon was
upon the point of starting under Sherman’s command. Yet, two days after the receipt of this
letter, the following telegram was transmitted to Grant from Ha]leck s

“The troops in your department, including those from General Curtis’s command which join
the down-river expedition, will be divided into four corps. Itis the wish of the President that
General McClernand’s corps shall constitute a part of the river expedition, and that he shall have

| the immediate command under your directions.”

McClernand was d d by his corr d with the War Department until December
25th, when he left Springfield (Illinois), with his staff, for Cairo—nearly a week after Sherman’s
eXpedman had started from Memphm Grant had dlspatched an order the same day that he re-
celved Ha]leck’sfelegmm, giving McClemand the cc d, but the dispatch was mterrupted at

and could p d no farther.

Finally, McClernand received the dispatch and was ready to leave Memphis December 30th,

‘reaching the mouth of the Yazoo, as we have seeu, _]nst in time to meet the remaatmg expedmon,
| with which he had been so curiously connected. ;
In

xega.rd to Sﬁeu'mns conduct of the expedmon, Geneml Graut, vr'n.mg After the capture of
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CONFEDERATE TRANSPORT BRINGING CATTLE TO VIOKSBURG.

known as the Thirteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, and Seventeenth, and to be
commanded respectively by McGlernand, Sherman, Hurlbut, and McPher-
son, while General Grant was to retain command of the whole, Upon as-
suming command of the expedition, now returned tc Milliken’s Bend,
McClernand gave the command of his own corps to General Morgan, this
command comprising the divisions of A.J. Smith and Morgan’s own divis-
ion, now commanded by General P. J. Osterhaus. Sherman’s corps com-
prised also two divisions, Steele’s and M. L. Smith’s (now commanded by
Stuart).

These two corps, with McClernand 1n chief command, embarked upon the
same transports which had brought them from Memphis, and, under con-
voy of Admiral Porter’s gun- boats proceeded up the river to attack Fort
Hindman, commonly known as Arkansas Post, on the north bank of the
Arkansas River, fifty miles from its mouth, and a little more than twice that
distance below Little Rock. Here a settlement had been made by the
French in 1685. The fort was situated on the first high ground to be found
in ascending the Arkansas; it had a parapet eighteen feet across, with a
ditch of twenty feet wide by eight deep, strong casemates, and a cordon of
rifle-pits. Its commander was General T. J. Churchill, who had under him
a garrison of about 5000 men. The fort was mounted with eight guns, and
its capture was an affair of no great difficulty. But Churchill had orders

_ from Lieutenant, General Holmes, the Confederate commander in Arkansas,
“to hold on till help arrived, or till all were dead.”

The expedition entered White River, and, after ascending it for fifteen
~ miles, through a cut-off, moved into Arkansas River January 9, and by
" noon of the next day the troops were all debarked three miles below the
fort. The story of the capture is soon told. The gun-boats, even while the
troops were landing, had shelled the sharp-shooters out of their rifle-pits
along the levee, and, moving up to the fort, opened a bombardment. By
nd the army was pushed up around the fort, across bayous and swamps,
‘during the night of the 10th slept on their arms, in readiness for the
It of the next day. The gun-boats opened again a little after noon on
lﬂa and in two or three hours the guns of the fort had been complete-
In the mean time several brigades had charged up to within
et-range of the enemy’s works, where they found partial shelter in the
es. In this advance General Hovey was wounded, and General Thay-

e enemy As soon as the guns of the fort were silenced,
dered a general assault, when a white flag appeared on e
s the Bighty-third Ohio and Sixteenth Indiana, with General
r head; were entering the intrenchments on the east side,
anc Sbeele s advanced regiments were
f entering on the north and west, and the

’s hands, with 5000 prisoners,
_arms ~ Churchill professed,

831 wounded, and 17 missing. A few days later, the fortifications at Ar-
kansas Post, the command of which had been assigned to General Burbridge,
were dismantled and blown up. The position was of no importance, and
was therefore abandoned. Before the withdrawal from Arkansas, however,
an expedition under General Gorman and Lieutenant Commanding Walker
was sent up the White River, and Des Arc and Duval’s Bluff were captured.

Grant, having attended to the reorganization of his forces into four army
corps, proceeded to Memphis, and on the 18th of January he went down
the river and met Sherman, McClernand, and Porter near the mouth of the
‘White River, returning from their succeﬁsful raid into Arkansas, and, ac-
companying them to Eﬁlem he consulted them in regard to farther opera-
tions for the reduction of Vicksburg. Three days latcr, McClernand’s force
reached Young’s Point, nine miles “above Vicksburg, on the opposite bank
of the river, facing the mouth of the Yazoo. For over two months—until
the movement on New Carthage—Grant’s army was engaged in several un-
successful attempts at an approach to Vicksburg from above. Before enter-
ing upon a review of these experiments, let us for a moment turn our atten-
tion to the interesting exploits of some of our gun-boats during this interval.

On the 2d of February, Colonel Charles R. Ellet, with the Queen of the
West, ran past the batteries, with orders to destroy the City of Vicksburg, a
vessel which had, after Sherman s failure, been brought down by the enemy
from the Yazoo to the front of Vicksburg. This movement had not escaped
Porter’s observation. It was also known to him that supplies were contin-
ually being obtained both at Vicksburg and Port Hudson by means of trans-
ports. To these transports, also, Colonel Ellet was expected to pay his re-
gards. The Queen of the West was a wooden steamer, strengthened so as
to carry an iron prow. Her armament consisted of an 80-pounder rifled
Parrott gun on her main deck, one 20-pounder and three 12-pounder brass
howitzers on her gun-deck. In order to protect her from the shot and
shells of the batteries, she had had her steering apparatus removed and
placed behind the bulwarks of her bows, and three hundred bales of cotton
covered her machinery. The change in her steering apparatus proved a
great inconvenience, and, after starting on her trip, it was found necessary
to return it to its original position. This caused some delay, and she did
not pass into full view of the batteries before sunrise, thus becoming a fair
target for a hundred guns bearing upon her at once. Only three or four
shots, however, struck her before she reached the City of Vicksburg, which
was made fast to the river's bank at the centre of the bend. Colonel Ellet
made for the steamer at once, and struck her, but the force of the blow
was broken by wide guards, which overlapped the prow of the ram, and pre-
vented the latter from reaching the hull of the Vicksburg. The current,
which was very strong at this point, swung the Queen round side by side
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with the enemy. At this moment Colonel Ellet fired his starboard bow gun,
loaded with incendiary shells, into the Vicksburg, his own cotton bales be-
ing at the same time set on fire by shells from the batteries. It was impos-
sible to attempt any thing farther at this point, and the Queen, without ma-
terial injury, passed the lower batteries. Below Natchez she captured and
burned three small steamers laden with provisions. During the night a
flat-boat, with a cargo of coal, was cast loose from the fleet above, and float-
ed down to the ram.

A week later (February 10) the Queen started upon another expedition
down the river, accompanied by the De Soto as tender. The next evening
she reached the mouth of Old River, into which Red River runs. On the
12th, leaving the De Soto to guard the mouth of Old River, the Queen en-
tered the Atchafalaya, and made some captures of army wagons and provi-
sions, and, on the way back to her anchorage of the previous night, was fired
upon from the shore and her master mortally wounded. On the 12th the
two steamers passed up into Red River, and, moving up to the mouth of the
Black River, where they anchored for the night, they the next morning
captured the Era, No. 5, a steamer of 100 tons, with fourteen Texan soldiers,
$28,000 in Confederate money, and 4500 bushels of corn destined for Little
Rock. The pilot of the Era was taken on board the Queen, and, either by
accident or design, he grounded the steamer directly under the guns of Fort
Taylor, located at a bend in the river twenty miles above the spot where the
Era was captured, and where she now lay under guard. The guns of the
fort opened with frightful accuracy upon the unfortunate Queen, nearly ev-
ery shell striking her, and one shot pierced her smoke-pipe, filling the boat
with steam. It was impossible for the Queen to reply to the shots that
were crashing through her machinery. There was the greatest confusion
on board ; cotton-bales were tumbled into the river, and men, jumping over-
board, clung to them, hoping to float down to the De Soto, a mile below ;
negroes, frightened to death, were plunging into the water, where, with no
means of preservation within their reach, they were drowned. The De Soto
endeavored to come to the rescue, but the attempt proved too perilous, and
she withdrew out of range. As she floated down she picked up several of
the crew. Colonel Ellet escaped in this manner. By 11 oclock P.M. the
De Soto reached the Era, and, proving unmanageable, was blown up. Upon
the Era, with the Confederate ram Webb sixty miles behind him and in
swift pursuit, Colonel Ellet worried his way out of Red River and up the
Mississippi, past Ellis’s Cliffs, where he met the Indianola, one of the finest of
the national gun-boats. Just as the Era came alongside of her unlopked-for
deliverer the fog lifted, and revealed - her pursuer, the Webb, not far in the
rear.  The tables were then turned, and the Webb was pursued by the two
boats, but, being a swift vessel, she escaped.

LOSS OF THE QUEEN OF THE WEST.

ter. The Indianola! had set out from the mouth of the Yazoo on the night
of February 13. She passed the batteries without steam, floating down with
the current at the rate of about four miles an hour. Although her crew
could hear the voices of the Confederate soldiers on the bank, yet she passed
by unobserved until she drifted by a camp-fire on the levee, when she was
discovered by a soldier, who discharged his musket at her. This was the
signal for a general discharge of muskets and cannon. As the Indianola
now put on steam to hasten her progress her position became known, and
she was opened upon from every battery which she had now to pass; but !
she suffered no injury. She was commanded by Lieutenant Commander
Brown. How she arrived in time to rescue the Era has been already shown.
The Queen of the West was being repaired by the enemy, and as it would
be difficult to manceuvre so long a boat as the Indianola in the waters of
the Red River, and no pilots could be obtained, Brown returned with his
boat up the river. When he reached the mouth of the Big Black River,
forty miles below Vicksburg, on the 24th, the Webb and the Queen of the
West hove in sight behind him, accompanied by two cotton-clad steamers.
Brown had expected another vessel to come down to assist him in meeting
the emergency which now threatened, but he had been disappointea- It
was now half past nine P.M., and the night was very dark. Clearing for
action, Brown stood down the river to meet them. The Queen of the West
led in the attack, striking through a coal-barge against the Indianola, but
harmlessly ; then came the Webb. ¢ Both vessels came together, bows on
says-Brown, “ with a tremendous crash, which knocked nearly every o
down on board both vessels, doing no damage to us, while the Webb’s be
was cut in at least eight feet.” Not minding the cotton-clads, which ke
up an incessant fire with small-arms, Brown turned his attention to th
with whom he was now engaged at close quarters. From his forwa

! ¢The Indianola was a new iron-clad gun-boat, one hundred and seventy-four feet long
beam, ten feet from the top of her deck to the bottom of her keel, or eight feet four inch
clear. Her sides (of wood) for five feet down were thirty-two inches thick, having be
laid outside the hull (proper), and all of oak. Qutside of this was three-inch-thick
clamps and keelsons were as heavy as the largest ship’s. Her deck was eight inches
inch iron plate, all well bolted. Her casemate stood at an incline of twenty-six and a
and was covered with three-inch iron, as were also her ports. She had a heavy gr.

for her propellers, two for her capstans,
fire pumps. ~ She had five large five-flued boilers, and made abundance of stea:
casemate had two eleyen-inch Dahlgren guns, and her after casemate two i
_casemate was pierced for two guns in front, one on each side, and two aft,

two guns forward, one on each side, and four at an angle sideways and astern
for throwing scalding water from her boilers that would reach from stem

ion from the to all parts of the vessel without the le:
house was also thoronghly iron-clad, and instant com

and one for supplying water and wor

The Kra was now furnished with supplies, and sent back to Admiral Por-: ‘

and engineers, enabling the pilot to place the vessel i
effective ac'tion."—Apf}Iewn’]: A"zmuall) cymlﬁsﬁsgéf
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he fired at his antagonists as opportunity offered. He
received a third blow, which crushed the starboard coal-
barge. Two more blows were struck without serious-
ly damaging the Indianola. The sixth blow from the
Webb crushed the starboard wheel and disabled the
starboard rudder, starting a number of leaks back of
the shaft. The Webb now struck a fair blow in the
stern, starting the timbers of the Indianola, which let
in the water in large volumes. Finally, the gun-boat,
with two feet and a half of water over her floor, was run
ashore. Unable longer to hold out against four vessels,
mounting ten guns, and manned by over a thousand
men, Brown surrendered, after a fight of an hour and
a half All his guns had been either thrown overboard
or rendered useless.

The enemy intended immediately to repair the In-
dianola, which was an important accession to his fleet.
Her destruction afterward was probably the most lu-
dicrous incident of the war. It happened in this way.
Porter observed the Queen of the West on the morning
of February 25th at Warrenton, seven miles below
Vicksburg. He had not heard of the capture of the
Indianola, and the appearance of this boat excited alarm. He had no
expectation that the Queen would so soon be repaired, and began to fear
(too late) for the safety of the Indianola. In a letter written by him on the
26th, he expresses his anxiety on her account. It appears that he stood
in becoming: awe of the Queen (whose loss he considered more to be de-
plored than the disaster at Galveston), but had little fear of the Webb, which
really gave the death-blow to the Indianola. The latter vessel (the Indi-
anola) Porter characterizes as wealk, the only good thing about her being
her battery. But a trivial instrument of war at this crisis was destined to
effect more than the Queen of the West or the Indianola had been able to
accomplish. Admiral Porter had observed that while the Queen and the
Indianola were running past the batteries, five of the enemy’s guns were
burst and dismounted. He therefore tried to provoke the fire of the bat-
teries by placing a mortar so that its fire bore upon that portion of the town
where there was nothing but army supplies. For a time the mortar accom-
plished its object, when the enemy gave up firing.

“Finding,” says the admiral, “ that they could not be provoked to fire with-
out an object, I thought of getting up an imitation monitor. Ericsson saved
the country with an iron one, why could I not save it with a wooden one?
An old coal-barge, picked up in the river, was the foundation to build on.
It was built of old boards in twelve hours, with pork-barrels on top of each
other for smoke-stacks, and two old canoes for quarter-boats; her furnaces
were built of mud, and only intended to make black smoke and not steam.”

Porter considered his “dummy” a very much better-looking affair, after
all, than the Indianola. 'Well, he let slip this formidable dog of war one
‘night (that of the 24th), hardly expecting of it such good service as it really
accomplished before the enemy discovered how he had been fooled. When

the dark monster, without a soul on board, was disclosed by the first dim
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morning light, the Confederates appear to have had no hesitation about
firing. “Never,” says Porter, “did the batteries of Vicksburg open with
such a din; the earth fairly trembled, and the shot flew thick around the
devoted monitor.” Of course the “dummy” could not be sunk, for the shots
went in one side and out at the other. The soldiers of Grant’s army lined
the banks, and “shouted and laughed like mad” to see the fun. In the very
midst of this frolic the Queen of the West appeared off Warrenton, and a
damper was thrown upon the jollity of the spectacle on which all eyes had
been fixed, by apprehensions as to the fate of the Indianola.

In the panic occasioned by the appearance of the “dummy,” the enemy
had given warning to the Queen of the West, who, supposing that she was
pursued by a monster gun-boat, and trembling for her life, turned and fled
down the river. The sham monitor, though it deigned no reply to the Con-
federate guns, did pursue the Queen as rapidly as a five-knot current would
allow. Dispatches had been already sent from Vicksburg ordering the In-
dianola to be blown up without delay, that she might be saved from the
clutches of her novel antagonist. The Queen of the West took refuge in
the Red River, but, having no support, was not long afterward blown up to
avoid capture. The order to blow up the Indianola was obeyed, and the
gun-boat was annihilated. This exploit of the ““ dummy,”? strange as it may

! In regard to the effects produced by Porter’s ¢ dummy,” the Richmond Ezaminer of March
7, 1863, says:

¢“The telegraph brings us tidings of something which is tremblingly described as a ¢turreted
monster.” Gun-boats are deemed not more dangerous than dug-outs, but when the case is altered
to an interview with a ‘turreted monster,’ then the brave defenders of the Father of Waters can
do nothing better than make two-forty toward the mountains.

““The reported fate of the Indianola is even more disgraceful than farcical. Here was perhaps
the finest iron-clad in the Western waters, captured after a heroic struggle, rapidly repaired, and
destined to join the Queen of the West in a series of victories. Next we hear that she was of ne-
cessity blown up, in the true Merrimac-Mallory style, and why? Laugh and hold your sides, lest
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seem, broke up that naval supremacy of the river below Vicksburg which
had been almost secured by the enemy. If a few more regular gun-boats
had run the blockade with the same results as the Queen of the West and
Indianola, the Confederates would have soon had-a powerful and almost
irresistible fleet. It was certainly ingenious in Admiral Porter to send the
“dummy” down instead. )

Precisely a week after the victory of the “dummy” the rams Lancaster
and Switzerland attempted to pass the batteries, being wanted by Admiral
Farragut in the Red River. By some delay, it was daylight when they came
under fire. The Lancaster was sunk, and the Switzerland, though she sue-
ceeded in passing, was badly cut up. Colonel Charles Rivers Ellet! com-

you die of a surfeit of derision, oh Yankeedom! Blown up because, forsooth, a flat-boat or mud-
scow, with a small house taken from the back garden of a plantation put on top of it, is floated
down the river before the frightened eyes of the Partisan Rangers. A turreted monster !

¢ €A most unfortunate and unnecessary affair,” says the dispatch. Rather so! ¢The turreted
monster proved to be a flat-boat, with sundry fixtures to create deception!” Think of that!
‘She passed Vicksburg on Tuesday night, and the officers (what officers ?), believing her to be a
turreted monster, blew up the Indianola, but her guns fell into the enemy’s hands.” That is pass-
ing odd. Her guns fell into ¢ the enemy’s hands after she was blown up!’ Incredible! Mallory
and Tatnall did better than that with the Merrimac.

¢ “The Queen of the West,” continues the facetious dispatch, ‘left in such a hurry as to forget
part of her crew, who were left on shore.” Well done for the Queen of the West and her brave
officers! ¢Taken altogether,’ concludes the inimitable dispatch, ‘it was a good joke on the Par-
tisan Rangers, who are notoriously more cunning
than brave.” Truly an excellent joke —so ex-
cellent that every man connected with this affair
(if any resemblance of the truth is contained in
the dispatch) should be branded with the capital
letters ¢ T. M.’ and enrolled in a detached com-
pany, to be known by the name of ¢ The Turret-
ed Monster’ henceforth and forever.”

! A few weeks afterward, at the close of the
summer, Colonel Charles Rivers Ellet applied for
leave of absence on account of illness, and in Au-
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manded the latter vessel; the Switzerland was commanded by Lieutenant
Colonel John A. Ellet, brother of Alfred Ellet.

The aspeet of military affairs at the close of 1862 was for the nation a dis-
couraging one. The repulse at Fredericksburg in the East had its Western
counterpart in Sherman’s defeat on the Yazoo. Indeed, the whole year just
closed had presented no grand results in favor of the national arms except
the capture of New Orleans.

The Yazoo expedition had been an experiment, and a somewhat costly

one; and, following upon its failure, for several weeks, so far as Vieksburg ;

was concerned, every operation of Grant’s army was an experiment, and
proved a failure. The state of the river did not allow of those brilliant op~
erations which in the end were successful. But Grant had a large army,
consisting of McClernand’s command, and of his own troops brought down
from Memphis. It would almost seem that it was to keep this immense
force out of idleness that he embarked upon the series of adventures which
preceded the advance to New Carthage in April. '

gust retired to the home of his uncle, Dr. Ellet, at Bunker Hill, Illinois. He had been troubled
with a severe attack of neuralgia in the face, for which he was in the habit of taking some opiate.
On the night of October 16th he died, either from an overdose of morphine or from prostration.
He was little more than twenty years old, was a man of great literary culture and refinement,
and had shouldered responsibilities such as few of much riper years were called upon to bear.
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x ready been made. Grant came down to Young’s Point in person on the 2d
QfFQbrlllary, and under his superintendence the work on the canal was re-
‘.Qpe.m/ad and vigorously prosecuted. To secure the encampment from inun-
,,tllatl_op, a leve:e was constructed on the eastern side. The river was rising
‘m‘.pldly, and it proved difficult to keep the gathering flood out of the canal
'&I}d the camps. While the work was still going on, on the 8th of March
th lgv.ee gave way suddenly just west of the canal, and the waters with
sreat volen% rushed in, carrying away the dikes which had been built and
hg ir plements of the workmen, and, entering the camps, drove the soldiers
to the éiefugg of the levee. The entire peninsula south of the railroad was
ﬂn{g to find a route for his transports to a point below Vicksburg by
e canal, Grant directed his attention more prominently toward

e of effecting this object, by a route which his engineers had
Ppracticable. By cutting a channel into Take Providence from
Ppi, it was thought possible that transports might be conveyed
en through the Tensas, Black, and Red Rivers into the
tehez. Work
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- First among these was General Williams’s Canal, to which allusion has al-

after the work on the canal had been reopened. This Lake Providence
route would haye brought the army down to a point far below Vicksburg,
but it would have enabled Grant to co-operate with Banks at Port Hudson.
The channel, about a mile in length, was completed March 16th. Before,
however, any thing had been fairly done in making this plan available, the
promise of success by means of a similar route on the east side of the river
created a diversion. The flood, to which a path was opened by the Take
Providence Canal, inundated a large district of country in Louisiana, some
portion of which was a fine cotton-growing region.

The plan of operations on the east of the Mississippi, by the Yazoo Pass
route, had at first for its object only the destruction of the enemy’s transports
on the Yazoo, and the gun-boats which were being built on that stream.
Kight miles below Helena (but on the opposite bank) a canal was cut into
Moon Lake, from which, by Yazoo Pass and the Coldwater and Tallahatchie
Rivers, there was a passage into the Yazoo. The navigation by this route
proving better than was expected, Grant entertained a hope of gaining in
this way a foothold on the high land above Haines’s Bluff. Major General
J. B. McPherson, commanding the Seventeenth Corps, was directed to hold
his men in readiness to move by this route, and he was re-enforced by one
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division from McClernand’s and another from Sherman’s corps. *But,”
says General Grant, “ while my forces were opening one end of the pass, the
enemy was diligently closing the other end, and in this way succeeded in
gaining time to strongly fortify Greenwood, below the junction of the Talla-
hatchie and Yalabusha.” The passage into the Coldwater River was an af-
fair of great difficulty. The flood which had been occasioned by the cutting
of the canal, the swift current of the stream, and the gigantic branches of the
cypress and sycamore overhanging the boats and obstructing their passage,
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rendered the progress of the expedition very slow, the rate of speed being
about one mile in four hours. The boats were greatly damaged, but the ex-
pedition succeeded in reaching the junction at Greenwood, where Fort Pem-
berton opposed such a resistance that it was compelled finally to withdraw.
An unsuccessful attempt was made by the gun-boats to reduce the fort, which
they bombarded for two days. The land about the fort was loose, and at
this time flooded with water, a circumstance which debarred the army from
co-operation in the attack. The Confederate force was estimated at over

BAYOU NAVIGATION.
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5000 men, under the command of General Tilghman, who a year before had
been captured at Fort Henry, in Kentucky.
Another plan was then attempted by which Fort Greenwood might be
avoided and left in the rear. This was to be effected by a passage up the
Yazoo River to Cypress Bayou (opposite the position occupied by Sherman
in the attack on Chickasaw Bluffs the previous December), thence into
Steele’s Bayou, and through Little Black Fork into the Big Sunflower
River, and turning at Rolling Fork southward into Deer Creek, which emp-
ties into the Yazoo above Haines’s Bluff. The expedition, commanded by
Admiral Porter, consisted of the gun-boats Pittsburg, Louisville, Mound
City, Cincinnati, and Carondelet, with a number of small transports. Porter
found a co-operating military force essential, and a column was sent under
‘Sherman. “The expedition failed,” says Grant,  probably more from want
of knowledge as to what would be required to open this route than from
any impracticability in the navigation of the streams and bayous through
which it was proposed to pass. Want of this knowledge led the expedition
on until difficulties were encountered, and then it would become necessary
to send back to Young’s Point for the means of removing them. This gave
the enemy time to move forces to effectually checkmate farther progress,
and the expedition was withdrawn when within a few hundred yards of free
7 and open navigation to the Yazoo.”
e Grant then reverted to his original plan of moving his transports to the
south of Vicksburg. - His engineers had prospected a route through the
bayous which ran from near Milliken’s Bend on the north and New Car-
thage on the south, through Roundabout Bayou into Tensas River. The
route was opened, and one small steamer and a number of barges were taken
through the channel. But about the middle of April, the river beginning
- to fall rapidly, the roads became passable between Milliken's Bend and New
‘Carthage, and communication by water was out of the question.
In the course of the Deer Creek raid a Federal soldier is reported to have
been captured and taken before a Confederate officer, when the following
lloquy took place: “ What in the devil is Grant in here for? what does
he expect to do?” “To take Vicksburg,” was the reply. “ Well, hasn’t
old fool tried this ditching and flanking five times already?” ¢ Yes,”
‘the soldier, “ but he has got thirty-seven more plans in his pocket.”
e impossible to conceive what these other thirty-seven plans could
, for certainly, with the exception of that which was next put in
on, and which resulted in the capture of Vicksburg, it seems that
possible mode of approaching, turning, or avoiding the city had been

‘his first arrival at Young’s Point, was to get his army
a point below Vicksburg, having
yroposed to attack the city from
able to set about this work
view that he had sought
on between Milliken%
At the same time, he had
er place with his troops.
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over bad roads for a distance of thirty-five miles from Milliken’s Bend.
McClernand’s advance was therefore one of extreme difficulty.

As the water fell it was found necessary to get the transports which were
to convey the army across the Mississippi down the river by running the
Vicksburg batteries. The gun-boats selected to convoy the transports were
the Benton, Lafayette, Price, Louisville, Carondelet, Pittsburg, Tuscumbia,
and Mound City—all iron-clad except the Price. Three transports were
selected—the Forest Queen, Henry Clay, and Silver Wave—their machinery
being protected by cotton bales. They were laden with supplies. On the
night of April 16th the expedition set out. The iron-clads were to pass
down in single file, and when abreast of the batteries were to encace the
latter, covering the transports with the smoke of their cannonade. Fire was
not opened upon the fleet until it was squarely in front of Vicksburg, and
then the gun-boats responded, pouring their full broadside of twenty-five
guns into the city. Into the cloud of smoke which now rolled heavily
above the gun-boats the three transports entered. The Forest Queen, in
the advance, received a shot in the hull and another through the steam-
dram, which disabled her instantly. The Henry Clay, next in order, was
stopped to prevent her running into the crippled vessel, and at the same
moment received a shell which set fire to her cotton. Her demoralized
crew launched the yawl and made for the shore, while the transport, in a
blaze of flame, floated down the river, finally disappearing below Warrenton.
The Forest Queen was towed down by a gun-boat, and the Silver Wave
escaped uninjured.

Succeeding in getting these two transports down, Grant ordered six more
to be sent in the same manner. Five of these, on the 22d, succeeded in
passing the batteries with slight damage ; the other was sunk just after pass-
ing the last battery.

Admiral Porter repaired the damaged transports, five of which were
brought into running order, while the other two were in a fit condition to
serve as barges. The limited number of transports in his possession led
Grant to extend his line of movement to Hard Times, in Louisiana, seventy-
five miles from Milliken’s Bend. Here, before the end of April, the Thir-
teenth Corps (McClernand’s) was in readiness for the campaign about to be
undertaken across the river.

It was at this crisis that Colonel Grierson’s raid was undertaken, under
directions from General Grant. The entire Confederate force in the states
bordering on the Mississippi was now being gathered together to meet the
blows which Grant was preparing to strike. Thus the way was open for one
of those bold cavalry incursions for which hitherto only the Confederates
had distinguished themselves, but which, from this time, became a prominent
feature in the national conduct of the war. Morgan, Forrest, and Van Dorn
had set the example, which was to be followed now by Colonel Grierson in
a bold movement from La Grange, in Tennessee, through the State of Mis-
sissippi to Baton Rouge, in Louisiana.

At the outbreak of the war, Colonel Grierson, a native of Illinois, entered
the army as an aid to General Prentiss. Subsequently colonel of the Sixth
Illinois, he soon rose to the command of a brigade in Grant's army. The
force placed at his disposal for his celebrated raid consisted of a brigade
1700 strong, composed of the Sixth and Seventh Illinois and Second Iowa
Cavalry.

La Grange, the starting-point of the expedition, is an inland town, about
fifty miles east from Memphis, on the southern border of Tennessee. Grier-
son’s command set out from this place on the morning of April 17th, the
Sixth Illinois in the advance. At night the head of the column encamped
within four miles of Ripley, the first town reached after crossing the Missis-
sippi border. - The route of the expedition through Mississippi, as will be
seen from the following map, passed entirely around Pemberton’s army, be-
tween the Ohio and Mobile and the New Orleans and Jackson Railroads,
crossing the railroad leading east from Vicksburg a little south of Deca-
tur, and the New Orleans Railroad just in the rear of Natchez. After three
days of adventurous riding, and meeting only inconsiderable detachments
of the enemy, which were easily scattered, the command on. the night of the
19th reached Mr. Wetherall’s plantation, eight miles south of Pontotoc, and
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sixty miles from its first night’s encampment.
Forty miles were made the next day; and on the
21st, Colonel Hatch, with the Iowa regiment, in an
excursion, the object of which was the destruction
of the Mobile Railroad at Columbus, was confront-
ed by a superior force of the enemy. In the fight
which ensued Colonel Hatch was seriously wound-
ed, and his command dispersed. On the 27th the
expedition reached Pearl River, where it was joined
by a detachment of thirty-five men who about a
week before had been sent from the main column
to cut the telegraph running northward from Ma-
con. This little party had succeeded in marching
to Macon and safely returning to the main col-
umn, under the leadership of Captain Forbes. - It
had been in great peril, for the whole state was
now alarmed. Unable to capture Macon, it was
misled by false information to Enterprise, where,
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but for the boldness of Captain Forbes, it would
have fallen into the hands of three thousand Con-
federate soldiers. The captain, understanding his danger, tried to bluff
the enemy, and succeeded. Ife rode boldly up to the town with a flag of
truce, and demanded the instant surrender of the place to Colonel Grierson.
Colonel Goodwin, commanding the Confederate force, asked an hour to con-
sider the proposition, to which request Forbes was only too willing to ac-
cede. That hour, with rapid riding, delivered his little company from its
embarrassing situation. ;

In the mean time, the main column, which, after Hatch’s defeat, only num-
bered 1000, men, had been rescued from imminent peril by a deliverance still
more remarkable, because it was providential rather than strategic.. During:
the 22d and the following night, the expedition made the most difficult
march of the raid. - Waiting in the morning for the return of a battalion
which had been detailed to destroy a large shoe factory near Starkyille, it
had been delayed, and toward night found itself entangled in the swamps of
the Okanoxubee River, a few miles south of Louisville. The water in many

‘houses full of commissary stores, several carloads of ammunition,

places on the roads was four or five feet deep, and the tired horses, after a
march already accomplished of over fifty miles, and now confronted by a
waste of water, without the light of day to guide their path, were many of \
them drowned. Fortunately not a man was lost, and the next morning

(that of the 23d) found the entire column hurrying forward to reach he
bridge across Pearl River. Confederate scouts had gone before them

if the bridge should be destroyed there was no hope of escape. I ]
till late in the afternoon that Colonel Prime, with the Seventh Illinois, n
the bridge. Upon a closer approach it was discovered that the enemy
scouts were already engaged in the destruction of the bridge, stripping
the planks and hurling them into the river. The scouts were driven
the bridge, which in a few minutes more would have been rendered

This was near Decatur, where, on the next day, Grierson destroyed tw

the railroad bridges and trestle-work, besides capturing two

i




