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tion, numbers, and character Zf the p a1"aorp,81
Still, with the kuowleclge .thtu r +A c1 l y ,e -'
military authorities the ohozce aye 't e eet fiat '
oou d have been made. No other general b d elc ;
an important separate command s'egpdrion
to'North Carolina had, been auceesful HE had ;' *.
become entangled in none of the jealousies w}1oh
impeded, or were thought to impede the offieiency,.'', ,,

of the army .His persona[ and militur haraotet ",was unreproaclied. and irrepmac h&bl'e, 13ur stde's_ a
:a anodesty, eontrasteil with Hooker's vehement sell , r

k :'f assertion, decided: the question of the generi&hJp ,
rr fay Her4as takenat the high: estimate which the -ad-

j k ,ministration placed upon him, rather than t xb' 3
a low one wbich.he placed .upon .himself.

Biarnsid'e was required not -only- to take con c.
F . t wand of the army, but to. state what be proposed

to do withit2 He bad been from the first opposed
j to the movement' made by Ab Clellap Upon War

renton, He argued that if the'artliy was to go to,
Richmond by land,'the only waywos that by hied-. . . ;
ericksburg. McClellan was half convinced o{ the
truth oNhs, and on the day before be was super

/ seded gave .orders which looked toward the ab Ln-w. t
donment of his;Present line. of operations. p'wo
days .a£terhe had'beenplaced in command $urn-zr, "^ r
side :presened.tis plan.

Its - sig f att ctking Lee should behi CCJell
the move-,1

ment toward Gordonsville Aaidoned, and then
there should be, "a rapid move of the whole tomei
to }+ro lericksburg, with a view ,to a mo eid

hich[nond from that point." In Iavor il hi3._
:plan'hcerr vc that ifthr_ UTtion anny.9hould move
upon Cillpe},p('r and Gordonsville and even, , trAit a

-SUccesJul battle, the cllewrt would'9611 have roar ly
lines of ret wat, aiO w6ukl he abk' to 5 a li liie a s
mond with enou§h of force tA) rendcD nscy

's another battle there. F ould the: erCru F lalf k a
r y " % fi"ithout giving battle, the Fn3 smt uh 's t ter.

following, ups retre_,,tiag urtn t weir s+t a s"
lu avis ons'ati tl6put5 i t4'-rocs, vii ire rs

t v . " ° atcn wo ld ha ,e4 rrly joy
q % , alt Lang line of c.i zn pn,, ,atnt> ,

any post L'nt rp4

s' - ' =? pit TeaG}2et1"ie
the t pX

r
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Y error m $arnstde's plan arras that it wholly misconceived the
to be awned at,- The Capturq of Richmond would indeed have IM

itse a grea$ material, and moral loss to the Confederacy, but it m"

of r been of far less momeiit than the destruction, or. eyen the signal
tl4fe , the 'army. That army was the head. and front°c'the offending, I
a 4%at'this theblow should have been aimed.. ''The President, with a keen-

er Ia8igbt into the Ouse than any other man bad yet attainedt had written Ir
"We n ust beat the enemy somewhere, or:fail finally. ; If we can not beat l

} cF him where be now is, we never can, he Being again within the intrench- I'

anents of Riehmond" "Thi9 was as, true Love alit--was a month before.. It
[30 bappened that the Confederate: commander had placed his.army in such
a'posrtipa as to write anattaek. .A little more than half of it was massed

h av Culpenpe ",. a Ride less than half was lying three days' march away in
'the Valley of tb. 6 Shenandoah.. The Vnion. army was massed only a few "
hours' march from- the enemy, outnumbering him morethan two to one.
An attack in facii couldbardly have resulted otherwise than in a decisive
oicto Burnside proposed deliberate) to. throw aY way the advantage thusry: . ,,.
thrust into his hands; and march directly away. from his inferior foe, in
quest of an object which, even if attained, was of -wholly secondary conse- -

w' quence. T4e Prestdent, bowever, thoughwith.some reluctance, 4cceded to .

Burnside's. lanbut with the signi cant intimation "I think it will succeed ,
if You move rapidly, otherwise not."' While preparing for this movement,
Burnside organized "his fory into three "g"rand Divisions"-Sumner being
placed in command of the "Right,", Hooker of the "Centre," and Franklin
of the uLefG' " 41 j

Burnside began his move- ;
r satecr ment from Warrenton to h

Fredericksburg on the 15th I
of November. He had pro

e posed to make it by concen-

;, .ss trating.his force at Warren-
ton, as though he intended _
to attack Culpepper or Gor-

t- donsville. But Lee was not
/ Rte, a,,Ra deceived. On the 17th he

r learned that Sumner bad
j marched from Catlett's Sta-

tion toward Falmouth, and
that Federal gun-boats bad

M^t r entered Acquia Creek. This, a
he thought, "looked as if
Fredericksburg was to be re-
occupied," and he dispatched
two divisions of infantry, wit h- +

L cavalry and artillery, to aug-
, aha ". ment..the small force which

had-beld the town. Nest
day's bold.."dash by Stuart's
cavalry upon Warrenton dis-
closed that the Federal army
teere gone, whemuponLong-
stree0a whole command was

t}} rr"liras ordered.froni the Valley to
,IBuitisida's movement, met it P r ih '-won, 0 have. done, but,'

[tttl'tgl~ anticipate There ,Ipqp the Valiey'of the I
er:'gsylvarua; to
df recalling the
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- had been fired upon by a battery from across the river, and had silenced it It was almost the middle e f De©etrlei Lour, wcel s Ikad pasdtits

so easily as to show that the enemy were there in only trifling force, was Burns}de's Plan bad been sanctioned by thd. 1'resilent bjit;;the '

disposed to send a detachment by a ford which was practicable for the pur- _ thing, upon which he had based the'probabiIity cf siiee s-'_'fl;it i
pose and gave an order to that effect. But he I d received explicit orders inent should be rapidly made bad'faire(I. Tlla faultiness nt

not to cross and occupy Fredericksburg; and, "upon reflection, be con- -scheme wa,9-now ;apparent. Burnside had shrunk "from a ailing t}re h ",
eluded that he was rather too old a soldier to 'disobey a direct -order; be- of Lee's force whrcbJ'Av direetlvf in'hio Cront,-in, a position h<'t

sides, he had had a little too much experience on the Peninsula of the con of bo. great natural "e ti e rr<,tti: He x<ks noweon Clouted b - h C" nfe er r
sequence of getting astride a river to riskit here."' So, having revoked army awn up in a posiiion rilniost rna libllat natin,4tre 8d

the order, he sent a note to Burnside; asking whether he should take >ired- by _tbe -]abhor of three unobstrimtF;<1 ree> S w wlr c rl 3RbP a -coil '
ericksburg thenext morning, provided he could find what h,-.had already Gros: in-a formidai)le s[rearn, roil even if that v re x5sra

r found, a practicable ford: Burnside replied in the negative:; 'be did not. sailid anil drivHl fi'cnrr leis tion'A w pI I T, yr trlt s
think it advisable to occupy Ftre'dericksburg until his communications w:ere> cry stop of fire way-just the,'smne _Qb.' rilrti rh tg n
established; and Sumner coincided in this decision.; $ooker, who brought on ahc line whieh" Lad-Leeri a1 atirlcne L If aril
up.therear of the army, requested permission, on the 20th to send a divi ,dune in q stion, nq farther rubvFr nt 9Tild-' t
Sion across the Rappahannock, which':should'march:dokn the south side. artny rvouldhaveigpn into z it tir ca tter r Bn ! ill'
an4 a seize the heights behind Fredericksbur ' Bwaside next day refuFea a rnoveinejit and Burnside aneitottdL i
permizi4n. He thought-that although Hooker miAt beat any f404 of offensive Tho pply t estliri t het ,
the"ianeEUy. he would meeto'on. his way, yet i :mould be a very, hazardous cros,+ j w C'
movement to throw a columnlrke that beyond the reach of it prUpcr anp The Ralipahannoe rl w a

j..' port;" and, moreover, a ram-storm which had setin during the night rcAider slti>p rn t t ;d 1 

ed the movement impossible2 Sumner, on tho'21st, sent oVei a mt e to 2zues of i f. rlhe
kr - the corporate authorities of Fredericksburg demanding the surrender ofkke aWe l dNS t to cube ter r'

town, under pain of bombardir ant in case of refusal. he ct e sutlrorrt lg kzs t2zTr Ai. 11151g 1 !1 1
were told by the military eommander'that "while i6'%toSFa gujd not!}ig rle rrg, ra 'r'W

e acuupied for military purposes, its. QeCupation bbl tbe eiigny would 3 ?r r d '
Sisted. Directions were given for tht .removal of t;?ze le,;ar tlla Wl stt E l e
the 0atire population left tbeir: homes. ho l onbaxcltxi}t tlzeri'nkr l I2r
but s fortnigl t-later, when, the MovemeuL iierpya the rimier q einad r ""
erieksburg; w}xich waa then. used bY- the Gonicderates" f6 s S
pbaep t' and aizrrost the tlr pop elation }uavi} en="8c a k
C peace of t}ie threat, vas bor(ib&rded. tis fvaa dreie y dF e",

t 7 l SjROn bf'thb laws;o I a 'rltrt vvitliout tha ]r 5 , ' -°
hae ';heeuc o u l su rsranod to t '

, y e4d r,, the Ana
1 O } air ail i d8Ytt .tlotice, .'duel i , s u . i i

- osa' of resat the upataon By'th r yr
. #tnihf edduztrzgb ch tznie l}a o5,b rl 'ci 'tns aFp anr acls, aiyuig £qr ; y
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spo ution to. support either idill g Imngstreet. Two., C ,

a, 
~' '

,' 'kY3?ta suaeesslor>;'.,were to be the signal giving ntytice foT.the j

,o 1D e.(N5u We te;lOrea to Cncentrate upon nny point tbst should be t;F
'In 0,01A

h rd r o1't ed £ca; cross at a point linOWD by the 'euphoneous des w

a ; i xr Y 6n Sl uker's Ne4, about twelve miles below b4ederiek burg. ,The
r, vv$rti nt$ wb1(1t wem made for this purpose caused the enemy to-aoneen

"trat rriu[h di his strengchinthat direction. , The thought-ttion occurril to
hirn to de turi this Force "there by ostentatio ss. demoaistration ; and to m e
.thv a; +ssi Ig titZ<'rederiel sburg. "T decide l;' he says, "O'cross at Freder
aeksburg beci use i11 the lust pla e, T felt satisfied tbat they dld not expect
uacross her(; but down below; and, is the next place; I felt satisfied that

s tlraS wns the place to fight the 'most decisive battle, .,eca>dse; If we could di- P
-vide their forces byprercirig their lanes at one or two poiuts separating their

left, £tom their, fight then a vignrous:attagk with tkie whole army would sue- l
eced in breaking their army iQ piecea'"r Noconclusion.could, as matte3s N 11III"

c QtW)d, Fx nunre sound, provided that the premises upon which it was based
Weresure - If it wzus certain thatlee's left would be behind Fredericksburg,
and his ri"ht a dozen mile9..or mare away,-then an adequate force fill
into this great gap wr old d'vide: fhe Confederate, army, and a vigorous as" IIl
riauItupix, its left might be eicpectedto crush it when cut off from aid:from .L. I

the rlUht. To carry, oat this plan; it Fvas necessary that the river should be
crossed and battle be wagedand'won in asingie day. Failing this, the rests Ilrid hi i '+ nwristdep'end -upon contingencies which no man could foresee, 

The, 11th (T Dee tuber was fixed, upon as the 'day for crossing the riv-
Er Mrina the previous night, nearly one hundred and fifty heavy guns

y wett;,plaeed in po5ituru upon the crest of Stafford Heights, commanding a
grcM part of the olJposite valley. The. intention wasto3hrow three, bridges I A,

acroi, at l redrrrck bz5rg anrh ss mangy more at a point two or. three miles

1>cln nmver's {rraid division was to cross by thoupper bridges, Frank-
fi, while Hooker's was to be held is reserve; ready, if the as-

knit w is lucre sf+lr to spring upon the enemy in his.retreat2 It wagsup
paste t A t4,e: briubes could be built in two or three bours.s Before dawn 

P" p), ntnA73swore brought down to the river bank, and the work of laying-

begun= in, the datrknev s.. Two single shots broke the still-
i 7 ergned hrc, ugh the .Confederate fines.., These were the signal

' (url's to concentrate upon the threatened point Fredericks
[ g'onl two I*nients 'of sharp-sbdoters,. who were sheltered oil U~I', Ili.,

plts;'and behind w, ls on tbe'river bank. In addition to
S re dog filled the valley. The engineers had 'r

e b'rrdg, eswhen they were assailed by rise-shots at c I
p k),%Kliore, and driven off with severe loss Again e

n, and rain were dr ven off. The two or
x r

to and the narrow stream WAS only half span
r &Wd be laid under the fierce fire. Burnside Ie opened upon the town froni his artillery 

l h
Nearly one hundred and fifty heavy

I4,m] I htc#z.stiLl shrouded the scene,. q; im iaafud that a part of the town
cof>iplete'the bridges. This

that; i lxnost ten thousand p
Ltiyerts. , When the

the guns were
dpiged to' bear

eeay, gitd
t-Ae' bridges
mFO D.meaps

that a
tt I

ka
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"* ,, oven ty-1nr tza forth lial r f s

e j
corps wag bxriu ' t frQirta. fB tto a #l.11
river.r Could the. bri ktaa com et ,
the morning, of the 11th, and t attar.th$ y
encountered Duey half of thQ7ntrlemtegiee, aid $

.u could har<11y have failed tn'bave been dlrent=
- b grr : rThe whole o£ the 12th was rnos a t~ t trp r.evUrtt£c Ste,

' and deciding up6n the order o£ the attack tu tlse
f that the extreme Confederate ng4t toad protecte[t bar: D Z, xT

crossirg ivhick had beeu leatroyea; there ivEis bees, an fe a:
. _ pond, so that, this point was unassailable; alt an attack upon t ,

only be made against the steep frontoi btarye'v Hi11 T3gl[g rn ke
tDwn and presenting a front of a ri'llfe, then.alopirzg a r£
traversed by amall strearn; thence the heigbtx'saveeh a uy tots

leaving a broken, .plain, its edges deeply indtnted.by wocx}fir sett .q

mon plain,,aboat two mit8 broad i trar .rsed by the Ric, d ,
r -burg Railroad wbigh ewinds-arPund the basl of the.lieig) o dn3 '

y tins through the extremities of thcprojectiiio spurs. Ms xa et t
railway and the river ruus.the old.Rchmdnd or port f{oyal Itoatl4y h
binkedandfringedwithtreesaVorclinsheltelbenii<( hicht eUrr d

z J i could be deployed. When the. final :ct t anyement. hncCheen ti aEX .
sides theConfederate force strong, wc re csstYd tlonl ffie r

IJ J ll 'Ji1Ul - the range of bills, ttb 11 a(Ivanc e- line in f laces htIshed-fon4 a1T I Lo the y

1 "1 tI_ base,.Iackson's Corp hnLling the ri'ht and Lon
11 i 

yLteet the lei} r &is; 
I Al ,°i iJ army, 700,000 strong, was :posted talon, t1j Tiu limned E oad ltaIa

icksburg .down., Couch's corps, cf Suutnei, dtvt u n, in the t
Wilcox's corpsjormir the eonneetion witli Franiaiu'3 Grand lDtF}i ,
the left.

Theeharacter of the g-iol- d unmistakably end caf d that tho mars
nP ", should be shade by I ranklin , foi- not only wa, the Cbuf dPr YYe pa t rY"

mitml'tlt'jv weaker; but the plain infront cr£it c t6 pacioua ,erkoh,'

roc.nt to depk y his whole force ; while-to ii ht; is front ' 1

i Plato F ai5 so narrow that only a fr gmcnt of hag fVrLf Co11 td r t

mezt btu bronaht into action It he i rj C,, t ie stsotlgp slfa

it must he'hy snceessi o blots , c t by a sangle tkres r 1

Pran1lin underetnod, oti llte de'rlnoon hf the 2t l tiu .
that he should rnabe the attach With bias Cxrand Dr Tt n7s}s z _ I "

ad&A a part ofHoukGr . a66L un&iz ; id4kAt
; 1'1 fold axsault at dtst hot, point them }rt {tR y * urnrt
. u,

sid© elear proposed tw }fr r-der - ,I I I" a; = filet 3 R iwlaep ' 7i'i11o n4rtung or 'f P ;
. It vas q vo ded as o lii d 1Xitn z ' " ~

ed r,II , he; ehnu) a 8 0,41



$ e rril~t dayor he "extbesien he fw rgi- tins. he ugitvesri sgd traight through Efatiib lines; closely purue
r h~r3:1et~p 1;Ye frot 'bri driek>? Yg an thescany lie ofby teiehiynwo dlhed ithi fify irney's guns. gun.' Foura

4060z afili iiroe't~a a .pekcat tfdr scateredalongthe rver tries fftreeanseedBr4e 'errientArtef Wat.te theat0he fefeeratess
lta? e~dben nfome byn eran rionrE horepesntwer ceced; thyte eoled,.foling bai ta'thteir :originalffirst-line an v

thb ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~~~o lhe idfiI~ wa re noteC~ eaesrie ftesrnt h alod1.h ateQ h ws now over. It hiad lasted about
lie 666y "f teirpostlos an bateres;andthathe ,ccanc. itheanime ouwhecontigeaomeheadvawhe Meaeowiand toowntoehemoo-

%~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ o tAloihscudb crid;bt uniedalypae etw the .neeraites recolled-frors the pursuit.2. Barnside, indeed,
u$ fftli~in l~s. tory,* set an order toF ank directing him to attack th front, buit before this r

plzenortng'f Sturdy,-eceber3, ~ok5wit aBense fog testing- was received Franklyzf deemed it too late to make any change in his dispo-
xirtli;vlle; autingthetw ariesfrlicallsila ofeach other. So sitions? Jackson also planned an assault under cover of darkness upon the

" t~x~ wa ittht te Cnfeeraescoud har heward afbommand givent Federad position: He proposed to attack with his artillery in advance, fol-
tt -iviibl li~g beor thm.2: he igt h adbe bitterly cold. 10wed by the infantry; but his first guns 1had hardly moved forward'a hud

t Mm'-o theConederte ickes wre foze attheir posts.' About ten red yards. when tbe Federal artillery reopened its fire, and so completely
d'cockth fo lite, ad sowdTranli's cothmand in motion. He had swept his front as to satisfy him that the attempt must be abandoned."

p~aed~ Muter] opsrucionupo te odelr to assaultrawith at least one di- In this action upon the left the Federals lost, in' killed and wounded,
'.vsio, ad trewforardIituodisa entire corps; Meade's division in ad- about- 3700, of which nearly 2600 fell upon the two divisions of Afeade and,
trane iahecenresuportd b Gibbon's on the Tight, and Doubleday's Gibbon, and 900 upon that of Birney. The Confederates lost about 3200,

S On th leftsomewh t ites rar. The Confederatei horse artillery,uder of which half fell upon the division of A. P. Hill, and a fourth upon that of
Sturtw~i s potedacrssthe IRichmtnd Road as to enidade the Union Ewell.- In their advance the Federals captured 500 prisoners, and lost about

Ali ey nd oubetly ws dfleced still far--her to the left to dislodge tiem. as many in the retreat.a
. Ater n hrur' shar nahoading Stuart's gunsd were withdraWD, and

"Meae oene a iere atilery fire upon the.woods in his front. The Con- During this action on the left, a still more fiercely contested fight was
r ; edeat bateris mking no response, Meade pushed forward right agaimst raging three fililes away on the right, at the foot of Marye's Hild, directljy be-

a Wat povedto e tete of Jackson's position.' hind Fredericksburg. The Confederate position here was of great strength."
i t. Jaksor's rontlin was composed of three brigades of A. P. Hill's divi- " Marye's Hill, covered with their batteries, falls off abruptly toward Freder-

ainotdinrthe wbbds at-Hamiltoni's Crossing, the point which Franklin icksburg, to a stone wall which forms a terrace on the side of the hill, and
had eerordredto assail-with a single division; the other three brigades the outer marginx of the Telegraph Road, which winds along the foot of the
formed ~ tesevdlie on the ailitary road, while the divisions of D.11. hill: The road is about twenty-five feet wide, and is faced by a stone wall,

c HllEwe1r~nd aliferro~erein eseve eyond the crest of the heights. about four feet high, on the city side., The road having been cut out of the
',, J,11 wie ga hadbee ']et eteentwo if is ot" brigales, just behind, side of the hill in many places, this last wall is not visible above the surface

e ° ~strp o io woodwhih wa supose; - be insccessible.' By one of of the ground. The ground falls off rapidly to almost a level surface, which
tlitsea~etlets ~fieh omeime:chngethe results of a battle, Meade ad- extends about a hundred and fifty yards; then, with another abrupt fall of

;,aeediil t uortthi :oin; nd isdivision thrust itself like a wedge a few feet, to another plain, which extends some two bundred yards, and
t" fu ls',lt uguared oenin; intlae of if fierce artillery fire now then falls off abruptly into a wide ravmne, which extends along the whole

uptn hs' olun fom he itertoailenit batteries. This wedge, by front of the city." This road, invisible from the direction whence the attack
> aorc 'o imact foceditslbtween and past the Confederate bri- was to come, was precisely like the ditch of a fortress, affording perfect pro-

o ,I ae 4ndArcer swepig ac~k the flainke of each, and gaining tection to the men posted in it. Parts of two brigades, numbering in all not
pkjnc lon tresmiltar rad, A part of Gregg's brigade was 2000 men, were stationed here, and yet so small was the space that they

ts-J~ofuion bt te emandrof the line stood firm, and check- stood four deep.' The line of this sunken road was continued on each side
1(_- coumn, Tis ad pushed in. so rapidly that it was by a stone wall raised above the ground, and by rifle-pius ald trenches. The

i~ii~bo'a iviion whch wasto e. ts immediate support, crest of the bill was covered with artillery, but so narrow, was the space that
ip&for ithadpirce, nt sattre, the first Confederate there was here only roon for eleven guns of the Wasbington Artillery;

rtis, aild achof tsflanks, while its front was these were mostly 12-pounders. Other guns, about filly in all, of heavier
M n8, Itwas OW amerequestion of force. Meade's calibre, were posted so as to enfilade the, approaches, while thu bulk of the

rv t6 ills sxandthe fel bckin confusion artillery was beld in reserve beyond the crest of the hills, the amnmunition
j bad aind -ManwileGilbou's supporting trains being several miles in the rears Lee, indeed, seems to have ussumed

wlrcb oMado sethe I~g~ecae up on. his that the enemy would succeed in gaining the crest of the hills, and that the
mxuel;.hi on'darte dvace.But in the battle would be fought on the plateau beyond where his whole systerm of

-Jid ,he upto-ary, howas in tedfnieWorks had been constructed; while Burnside supposed that these
l gp ad eca lftin hefrnt lncrests once gained the victory would be won.

idngexng otonl th inanty, The atakupon Marye's Hill was committed to Sumner; but, as Wilcox's
r rr ttn' hribde ntothe orpQfhis Grand Division had boon stretched down the river to keep up
"' A txhe onfeera so- th conecionwith Franklin; the burden of the assault was laid upom

rr~h~ofthe ou-Couh's orp.. French's division was to begin the attack, followed by that
]3 (tie sine imeof-anec~k,"tw ofthemost gallant officers-in the army, and two divisions

X0, 't ,aitdavothatbad evert heir &backs to the enemy."-, When the tog lifted at_
S scne o noo, thse dvisins ere seen. formed. in two columns of attack, marching

''sat trigh tv~atlthebas o th highsalong two roads which here run par-
"= iia n th riht bingthe" OagPlk.Road," leading westward to

:tr'Wil "for mnthshene t beomehistorical in connection with

v awltd 65; ~e~nkla bisW; Jcksm,:iqLee' Bq, ii., 486 A. P il
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the"b4al or lflr$gille, {tb'e 0010111, : a
_ , R southwardly, aAd°leaclrng t(t $rCh tnd, l 't7hgb CIi1dYr !

few regiMelaw"fonningti dal ee'lirepb ae Fe
ed by Cobb-' but he"6nving beef i1tEd y: tlle, dad, tlt8

} I given to ',mha* - ,ba.. brigade ides' tlti si lr4 a d
4 sunken road. kz:U

No sooner had tiie Federal co u ns moved rntdexsIS trlass
deep ravine, through which Home suppose that the,
flo.wed,:and emerged upon the narrow plaia at the foot of bl:tl Pe t l
they came Yvithin range ofthc Confederate aibffl"cry, st ;ir of r t

I Every gun opcned_ upon them with trrilsle effecty"' ' niakxnrgxt

L"il, . j could be seen at the distance of 'a mile."2 the light glans, pf r
'+4' p4 , fWUk; " ates, atl this.close mange, were-better than though they had beka mvi

they could' be 'w'orked nAore rapidly. French's divhjon; faEbke ,ad'
pressell the face of the"tertrllery fre, cloging Ulf the great gttpsp ' ,
through their ranks, and' had crossed half of -tbc narrow ,)l toIvu Nt
foot ofthe hill, when they tverc methy a .herx oY$re full in' them facers XClrtx

d w Iklii& an invisible foe It came from the confederate infantry htddc I In tip fro th ~,

cut out of the:aide of the bill," not -a man of' whom'w ilrle t o the
smooth slope, The heads of the advancing col umra ted- kway "lfin
this solid wall of fire,-delivered.from rant four deep;3-like a snow bail I'e

II w fore a jet of atEain:
French's division-xecoiled befoie'tbis fierce fire,-and streamed bacpyel

the narrow plain across which they had advanc 1r leaving ahaoyt half tltotr;" n
" number-behind. - Hancodles eatne close of r; tLs, with aenc 1 renia 111bg

inen,'pushed straight on;.disregardii]g the bot artillery _fire T£rom the li " hts.,
I, Viii I !i but no sooner did they coule "within.musket"range of tine sunken road'tlaap, :.j a solid sheet of.lead pourd upon tliern. The ti out which wnq to be-

e a>
tied was-so narrow that scarcely--more than a b>> gsav, could be brougl1Vrr
upon it at once. Brigade dashed in after bride, each taking the plane of t
one which had been swept back- so rapidly that it seemed, from the LThrou t

llll I e lines in the plain;but a single a9saultIasi ing three hours; hut, h5 seen ;flora r
1 " i i ii II = the Confederatepositiwfs on'the bill, it +Ce-med a suoIcesSlon x>f wav ,'S shedr

against the rockywall at its-base. But it was not 'a.cjfss1tio i hl tun)'' E# r
( Had twice as many meir'been brought up the renal#. «--ould limo Ibecn t

-same, only the loss woulei ba e been twice as great. Nor tivas ifi a q}ie ff 
VII dbravery;.'ior , clever, not even when, sevF n ma nths bder thoCfznfe ark,, : II I I i i tl I r

In Vnerr turn 'dashed and were shattered Against the -Steeps"yL 4 tt
was an assault made with m trc xle aerate md unava li b v aTor

sfress of the assahlt had been borno'by divisions of,.Rf6n,&,-
111 They had j ressed across- tbn Darrow plarn ,about xP,4ba s£r t -

fully 4900131 killed "and mill aed
Burnside had watched -th action- from t5e h rgh

w III I H lx l' I : I ' fig; ir4 " nook Twu fill ou' s bud :passel,^ iirl arothrng a
after assault l"ad .rest made" by e r ? 3la r r hl lid
racks to tFte? enerxty. , p ' r ed''' +I i 

s 
ln' the erect had bccu red3Qktf tf£O L
.taut f } :.fie e }' 'I e Hull

ele csalrlf ."h oac "lie e
'.. a b ez uttiu r Daly.
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Ino~r preso macet us normancas.~a.>

inPtdta tsoldaanttesoewal Adlyopi t iiwr o n

of Log4cts5opt og hew oe 000srn ,e cu

e f o r H o k r w s p eFo l a e e n b o g t i a t f u n n c s a y o t a , i

t b e n s f i i n lCo- a t o , e s t a n h r n e t e i e w r c u l n a e

against ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~l largc:.BtBrsiewsinlxbe adissefo ta ftsolr agunside pstoedwl Atalyopsdt them nieht non cmoreao wiah h5000

hbr-fi ener" Ie bouht orwrd ateris, ndpoured in a fire from Notwithstanding their dissuasion, be resolved to renew the asutnx
evey gn a hi crnmnd.'--trrad nomorimpesion than if it had been morning. Sumner, with the corps which Bhurnside himself ha rgial

uret upn "he ideOf a monfan o rok;"iced, the sunken wall, commanded, and which had not been seriously engaged, wastoasith
h'ilt ormd te ral onedeatedefnse cold otbe touched by any fire heights by a direct attack, conducted just as that had been whihadbe

bst:-t'e lai. JA a sinre I~oke orere Hmphreys's division to so disastrously repulsed. He thought that these regiments, coigqucl
t llnx~lmliofassult ' mapacs,-ovecoasand haversacks were after each other, would be able to cnrry the stone wall and thebtrisn

rt'4deandthemei wer diectd "o mke he assault with empty front., forcing the enerny into their next line, and, by going inwtthm
'str-ierewa notim-thw o lad nd ir." At the word, they they would not be able to fire upon us to any great extent." Ads h
'r wih-lud urrhs chrgig sraihtfor the stone wall. As order was given. With Sumner, to receive an order was toseabuit

1ie3tifcdmteartllrywhih hd benposted on the crest of execution, and before the morning lifted the columns of attack wr omd
raxtauted ts mmuitio; ad ws passing to the rear, Then, when all was ready for the desperate attmpt, the veterasolirfl
w I, onin fowar tosuply heiplaces? Humphreys's at liberty to remonstrate. "General," he said, " I hope you wildeitfo

','I rrW utiler~fre hih bdstaggered French and this attack. I do not know of any general officer who approveso t n
I etf f ti clum ganeda fw-ards--ossbly reds think it will prove disastrous to the army." Burnside couldnobu ei

?r howwhobadgon beore, and bad then been tate when- such advice was given by one " who was always in ao fa
fir frm he nnkn'oad? Here they met, advance when it was possible." He kept the column formed, busspne

bad 4 te slidshet of lead; winged with the order for advance untilthe could consult with his generals.Onadal
d' edi tbehaddone,from that fierce uncomanders of corps and divisions on the right-were agis h:t

l iiledup o tat hidden defense, tempt. He sent for Franklin from the 1eft, and his opinion wa h1 ae
ti' i ngufor so brief had So, adter hours. of thought, Burnside resolved that he would o etr
' J Hak injibreys sue- the attack, which he himself at the time believed would havebenscs-

ifx sp lipgmb Sykes;' but ful, though he soon became convinced to the contrary. 'Nighthdams
, l Sfixding that I come when he informed his offiers that he had determined torcos h

abh'pended the river with 'the bulk of the army; but to leave. enough to bld rdrcs
Eil figbetween 1burg itself, and to protect the bridge, which were to remaini aeh

Sit ti4 14- shoulk witnt to cross again. But upon the representations of Hoe n
.lete for Butt flid-two mwen into whoe composition entered no feelefb -h

vi nikit ced that even F+redericksburg could not be held;taevr
ht Sit gi si be withdrawn across the river, and the- whole enteisabu

¢ t s afailreaSumner alone, of all thie council, was still nfvro
an, rer Jeripkshrg He thought this might have bendeby'

vtaorproydt 1 he rids6 across the rived were rigtypse
utofliaig v .wiu14 Lave presente~d a betterapern:.. =F

p fM temn e to tho ilushbera of Union force hw,,eae h
,t 4f sdtb nnmbed aeda y aggaged..Nr d, os

a ~ fdsot 100,00l4 men on thn othey~noothervr
audaid $atalf ()f tiem were-adifrn wc "



wa i stru d a leboe itmeey Eaob fgofe astci w a t dT~n as ksltl n waw b
woud do th sie a fai er" somer hout f delbeeton oir on I

Duoong futhd1at, th th whole rerl rpartMondis the1th tapdkie fwdywt

co ra-tormie ha in theimerpswileac eti pdurtig he t h mrig _ re" .. a hi qdai o4
o which't bhe patakdb h e.Tee was oefrn tdffected witou itsbengsupeted by thes nemy. Zronr iA

Nexnts mlonng, the 1then h fbg lotifne from he a llacethe a e whcinrae psalrgt

Unio fOrce afternoons the appanormk; te otn werpeo wung ide menhl diem~d~t
backvand the rieoune wa oared sprne tetw ao an Brrnie l e t na reition ofteoew i ehdf tppo

n thingbh sv part of the ded te no eftad th fronfetherstoe wall,' osom e m nbide bo eeikbug anthe pnrgt

maeercko r, nd 900huet whin icht hdflen rom the nd. of tise ai therebly averiusl tesrrn oiinfomrbch

Thel Co nfe de a fte om ou s 60 meliain, ofw ord0 ere killhed ande Orthe 26thl fdadgith rero ee rm ;h3

400 woo un deThe Unhta iwoe fosse wshol n ear ss twe ad ahaf ck as great: ae. Th patetunn ofdfeet otswtieapn

abcotl ki lledor hand i 00 woume nd. h e Cot n ed r a te lostalso r50 vpr proe ct w the fo p iee f rilr eet ry n asn t

oNersth m drnis900he besiewh 1200hstragglerse whor nevererejoind the i bo e cowitn oke forigte bak o gi C e- 'Ih obc 4 st _
comndres I n acioso the leftpthenloses were pno r rea ds unpor- e aedii andwfl o trc h at to f h n

tioat, athofe der albeio g se hat thn ewaces . Bunshe right mins toroveet and tie o pte k nteat~s vr t

infothnt ofhen stone alrto the d adproporont wos tetnor es -all thme 1a00 ieen fairly commphucid, ao he$ctnn ndW lja trad
l tosin, Londstreet skors 250 occrrd ialn hom trebdecsb ofsln theet infeorm in im that h e ofdrtcm uzeta at o

11th wonde: asmn oei odsdvso hc upre akoev o generl mve et.ri

ing buC10on ofetsls in ut de 00ns e n of ar oe m Hi 00 Th e ninksler and the m hove emental andrpaaos~rr hh npienn~v
40wa u nd d Th00 ofnwi o probl 5000 nealyefr thewiean of h gea0 i-thi rderh paeo r~ig adb rsa ete.ostos~ rilr o
taot who0 kiled thd sto0e woull . Th e onoert e rnore t a 650 pri - os t Awek bheforssae Foeadodr ie l~ ho a ' ioss
ofe~ the fel hile gut i s nto p st ag; wh ne eoi e that ense den,c e .ecl r the w oe rywietn r'wle y'sr yo
co mns the were aef ctly n shnhered et when losmanexped hiealf aid~ent- moncer ad o uiinsol ep~i6 ci h Wglir eu cl

allytoa ha c sfho Fdroms aen skimh. Two ehirs oft onfedhe rate, in,t a oea wlelor'nt~. fnte3tita ip

losseat MarLengsHreltws rsus25nedcbyrreg imnt olntFedeibr on the in tifrighmta ehdg drPLo oodrta ees
1lope, and artmally exoed tood dis n rtiry pfireInte Jaon~ la-n eea oeet nih ~dleuufrndo t r ds~

whn Hut1mpbrel diviin defeshe wif M aed musk'Te to oshr dtemvmnadhsee o~sig~ u seti h esn i

fatr anohd ere flntbakone w a quarer loft n m-hou 50 n ot A we eoe rnlnadSut3hdidasc etttzta1

s ally itoisadoubtfulshter th Ckinfedera otes rd suffeneert od ndfz h hlF itn t ullb i~e r o a
lsatMe s r woun ed. ie"yrgmnspse ntesroudn uiain peadt~ ocu~eb~~ eelal

' slopes, asprilyepsdt itnatiayfr.I h ia hre tayI~t I hrivdwdrbt 5tr ~ ~ c



le v'iedericksburg msked by a feint at crossing some, genteral, andiwas ordered to be issuqd. But orne of these confidants a
vr ae~lwnthefaint to be-an ide, suchl force that it might be cool, sensible man, and, a firm friend".of Burnside, intimatbd that while the

r nd h ra attempt, if oirimittarics shouild warrant, for there' order was jiust and should be issued, it transcended in some points the ao-
uifncirgc o~tsof the fositions of the enemy. This required that :thority.of the generalh 11e 'could not disiss an officer or hang a deserter' t

7tiad hcu rugb forests in both directions, and corduroyad soans without the express appr~oval of the Presideint; and, morecover, by publish-
mopsa le o rilry and trains;. sites for-.batteries-,chosen and pre-, ing the order, he would force the Presidenit to take sides in the military dis-

p se;- the arnemnts made. At last a trusty spy -brought inkor- pute. If he sanctioned tbe order, his adiniistration would incur the hos
q n tzrr:~hilr ecied urnside'to roake the real attempt above Fredericks-' tility'of many influential men, friends of the dismissed officers;' if he refused

burg. " to' sanction it after it was issued, he would appear to be the enemy of the
Iwas now h 0~ of January.- After. the friendly storm, under whose commanding general. Still Burnside was firmly convinced he could not re-

ovr the U~~n~rn bad safel'y recrossed the IRapliahannock, there bad tain the command unless he issued the order, with the assurance'that it
enud five wek fsrene \veather. The roads were as good as the bad should be sustained. He accordingly went tq Washington, withi the order'
rini t roas ca e urnside gave the final order to move in ,a hopeful in one band and his resignation in the other. He told the President,"If
sp "t The co ning general,'? he said, " announces to the Army of you will~say to me, ' You may take the responsibility of issuing the or-

-tePtormac thtthyre about to meet the enemy once more. The late der, and I will sustain it,' I will take that responsibility : this is the only
' rilant action in Lorharclima, Tennessee,, and Arkanasuave wueake- ay in which.. I an reain the cummand uf the Arof vhe oo ma ;mumme

lik teikuem onteRppalanuook, and the auspicousmment sems u ot eie here is my rsignatoun; accept i, and here is the end of the mat-
atv arrivedt stieagreat and mortal blow to the rebellion, and to gain ter as far as I am concerned." The President hesitated. He must consult

ea ivevitr wbich is due, to the country." The movement bad his advisers. "If you consult any body," replied Burnside, "you will not
-uncommend tedy bxfbre. The infatry of the grand divisions of sanction the order." And so it proved. After deliberating for a day, the

- arklin andIooe having marched up the river by parallel roads, President decided to relieve Burnside from the command of the Army of
u ned fr.m tebrvation of the enemy by the intervening heights, and the Potomac, and place Hooker in command, making also some important

onaiped n~be fods where the crossing was to be effected, while changes in other respects, principal among which were that Sumner and
Coch'seorps~oe dwn the river to make the proposed feint, and Sigel's Franklin should be relieved from their commands. Burnside was satisfied
rsrve corpswic ha in the mean while been brought up, held the corh- with this decision. "If Hooker can gain a victory," he said to the Presi-

cuiations bewe th two wings. But the pleasaint weather, upon the uen, ' neiher-you nor he will be a happier man than I shall be."
cnuanceo < hc every thing depended, had 'come to a close. . Late in Burnside slien smpposed that hisk resignation would be accepted ; but the
teafternoon aclferce-storm set. in. The sleet, driven by a furioius Presidebt judged other-wise. :'tWe need you," be said, "and can not accept
t l, penetr-aNd tecthing; and cuit the facemof the men as they staggered ro'r ieinto. h ruth, was, that while- Burnside's'own opinion bad

n.oni their er roab. In two hades. every mud-hole became a hittle prv 1irutatbe was not fitted for the c0mmiand of so large an army, he

cnaritete n h wagons ank beyond the axles, and the mules to aoeall mianifested such an entire absened'of alltselfish purposes, that the
bellies. It 3emd as though the 'bottom had dropped out The nation eaoild niotsppare him. He sill wisbed to resign; his private affairs

" tt re althtngt and the~nex dany. Tnere was but one man in requieho isattsentioinand, moreover,L hlai,L.f'all geeral uficr lwhoam
n i- t sereve thatithe movement must be a failure. That itwas found necessary to relieve should resign, it would be better for the

9141 vasBurside11l still hopied against hope, and resolved to strug- President, as it would, relieve him from the applications of their friends.
aine fat: S andy on the 21st the army staggered on in its march "Truea," rpplie the President; "bit there is no reason for you to resign ;

Nta gun or a wagon-could be moved except by doub- you can.have as tmch time as you please for your private business, but we
tieslnjtlo easand often a hundred men and more pulling at a can not accept your resignation." Sevreral commands were proposed toi him.

wer rquiedto drag a pontoon-wagon through the mire. By He oud have the department of South Carolina, or the departments of
4i))h surt wre golforwasd, while the roads were strewed with Suhand North Carolina would be combined and given to him. He de-

sin-hpwreckdd wagons, horries and mules dead and dy- clndbtbecause he thought these departments were then in good hands.
. ns~movable inl the mud.. Still,' a.formidable foree of He would reminlin the army if his services were absolutely required; but,'

:Y tle pon the rie bank at the points where the if he staid, he wished to be employed. Then came up the question as to
e hyi; 3t betoni the artillery and pontoons could be the form ini which his retirement from the command of the Army of the

ieestes had divined every thing, and had. posted Potomac should be announced. An order had been drawn up at the War
Ct"h odsibility_ of even crossing the river a mat- Department stating simply that Burnside had been relieverl at his own re-

t age ubeetheffected, anyT fother advance was .quest ' To this he 01bjected; he did not wish to appear as having volunta.
ho nea ffficers of the army;. and the opinions rily given up his command without good reason. This order did not ex-

di uck flowri thaf $arnside perceived press the real facts of the case, and be still wished to resign. The general-

tl T~pots.110sought direction from in-chief and the Secretary of War urged that by so doing he would injure
abuiQ't their fornerpoitions, himself and the cause. For himself, Burnside" did not care a snap," but he

tt erd':pdid not wish to injure the cause; the Department might issue just what or-
pfno peradonivras der it chose; he. would take thirty days' leave of absence, and would.then
h wuldnotcharge come back, and go wherever ordered, even if it were to co>mmand his old

u t hey inani- army corps under Hooker. So, when the ofncial order appeared,' it an-
;i f thOopera- aomiced that Burnside, "tat his own request," had been relieved from the

as~ :qp ommand of the Army of the Potomac, and Hooker assigned- to the com-

mand; that Sumner; " at his own. request," had been relieved from duty in
r 'his ry and that Franklin was also relieved, but without the significant

] t of ' at his own request .
-- e was son after assigned to the command of the Department of

t l on his way to the West he died. at Syracuse, in New
I oif Marnch, eavinig his' ne honorably identified with :

de trggle jof the war. He entered the army in 1819,
- -- - e idr 9ryfour years. He was' tiic brevet-

Sroxis chidluct'q 13i he exican battls; then he
tlt $ Deprountof New Mel io where he di-

d ih -6 aazist he tujk'Ilnt tribieofsavageA.
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