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VI‘IIIC old proverb that “ misfortunes never come singly” was proved true

to the Confederacy in the month of February, 1862. Between the loss
of Fort Henry and of Fort Donelson was sandwiched in, as it were, the cap-
ture of Roanoke Island. Floyd and Wise, compatriots in the Western Vir-
ginia campaign of the last antumn, but always at loggerheads with each oth-
er, were now fitly disposed by Mr. Benjamin, the Confederate Secretary of
War, at points as wide apart as possible. Wise, with his legion, had been
sent to Roanoke Island, the eastern terminus of the Confederate line. Floyd
had been dispatched to Tennessee, the western limit. Just one week before
Floyd surrendered Donelson, or, rather, left Buckner to transact the disa-
greeable business for him, Wise had surrendered Roanoke Island.

When North Carolina seceded from the United States, the Confederate au-
thorities fortified Hatteras Inlet by the construction of Forts Hatteras and
Clark. Other works were erected commanding Oregon Inlet, farther north.
It was not long, however, before these works on the North Carolina coast
were reduced by the Federal fleet under Butler and Stringham. Within
the long, narrow sand-bar extending almost from Cape Henry to Cape Look-
out, lie the waters of two extensive sounds, Albemarle and Pamlico. Pam-
lico Sound, together with the embouchures of its two tributary rivers, the
Neuse and the Pamlico, had been gained by Butler’s victories, The Con-
federate force defending these waters, compelled to resign the inlets, had con-
centrated on Roanoke Island. This island commands the only entrance to
Albemarle Sound, which connects with Pamlico by means of Croatan and
Roanoke Sounds on either side of the island.

Roanoke Island is the key not only to a large portion of Northeastern
North Carolina, but also to an important slice of Virginia—an especially im-
portant slice, as including Portsmouth and Norfolk.! The island was de-

! “Roanoke Tsland was the key to all the rear defenses of Norfolk. It unlocked two sounds,
Albemarle and Currituck; eight rivers, the rth, West, Pasquotank, the Perquimans, the Lit-
tle, Ih_e Chowan, the Roanoke, and the Alligator ; four canals, the Albemarle and Chesapeake,
g\ur» Dismal Swamp, the Northwest Canal, and the Suffolk ; two railroads, the Petersburg and Nor-
folk, and the Sea-hoard and Roanoke. It guarded more than four fifths of all Norfolk's supplies
of corn, pork, and forage, and it cut the command of General Huger off from all its most efficient
transportation. It endangers the subsistence of his whole army, threatens the navy vard at Gos-
port, and to cut off Norfolk from Richmond, and both from railroad communication with the South.
It lodges the enemy in a safe harbor from the storms of Hatteras, gives them a rendezyous, and
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fended by a few regiments, mostly from North Carolina. General Wise was
assigned to the command during the latter part of December, 1861.  Benja-
min desired him to bring his legion up to 10,000 strong by recruiting in
North Carolina. It does not indicate any great enthusiasm in the Confed-
erate cause on the part of that state that Wise was obliged to fall hack upon
the military authorities at Richmond for support. But no troops could be
spared from the Virginia army. It appeared very likely that Roanoke Isl-
and would prove to be another of Seeretary Benjamin’s traps. The fortifi-
cations were on the western coast, commanding the Croatan Sound, which
was the only channel available for naval approach. There were three sand
forts built at intervals on the northern half of this coast: Fort Bartow, at
Pork Point; Fort Huger, at Weir's Point; and midway between these, Fort
Blanchard, mounting four guns. The works at Pork and Weir's Point were
quite formidable, mounting together twenty-two guns, three of which were
100-pound rifles. Opposite Pork, at Redstone Point on the main land, was
Fort Forest. On the east side of the island there was a battery, covering
the passage of troops to or from Nag's Head, on the bar outside. On the
southern end of the island there were no works whatever. Even if the
marshy and densely-wooded character seemed to preclude the possibility of

any formidable attack by land from this direction, it was still important that
there should be some work commanding the entrance to Croatan Sound, ei-

ther on the island or on the main land. To resist the approach of Federal

troops toward the northern portion of the island, there was in the middle of

it, nearly on a line with Fort Bartow, a strong redoubt, constructed with a

pond covering it in front and flanking both extremities. This battery was

thirty-five yards wide, and commanded a cart-road, the only available ap-

proach from the south. Across from Redstone to Pork Point a line of ob-

structions, consisting of piles and sunken vessels, had been formed, leaving

an open channel under the guns of each of the two forts. A fleet of eight

steamers, mounting each two guns, completed the defenses of Roanoke Isl-

and.

In the mean time an expedition was planning on the Federal side which
would soon set these defenses at naught. On the 6th of September, 1861,
General McClellan had requested the Secretary of War “ to organize two bri-
gades, of five regiments each, of New England men, for the general service,
but particularly adapted to coast service.” At the time this request was
made, it was McClellan’s intention to use this force in the inlets of Chesa-
peake Bay and on the Potomac. But so great was the difficulty of obtain-
ing suitable vessels, and adapting them to the service required of them, that
the expedition was not ready until January, 1862. McClellan, in the mean

large, rich range of supplies, and the command of the séa-board from Oregon Inlet to Cape Hen;
ry. It should have been defended at the expense of 20,000 men and of many millions of dollars.
— Report of General Wise.
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LOUIR M. GOLDSBOROUGH.

while, had been appointed generar-in-chief. In his larger combinations he
changed his original intention in regard to this expedition, and determined
to give it a wider range, sending it to the North Carolina coast; partly be-
cause Butler’s operations had opened the way, partly because permanent pos-
session of Albemarle Sound would greatly facilitate the task of the blockad-
ing fleet, but chiefly because he hoped to be able to strike a blow at the
Weldon Railroad after the capture of Newbern. In his letter of instruc-
tions, January 7, to General Ambrose E. Burnside,
who was to command the expedition, he indicated
the following series of operations: Burnside was
first to unite with Flag-officer Goldsborough, in com-
mand of the fleet, at Fort Monroe ; the first point of
attack was to be Roanoke Island; then Newbern
was to be attended to, and, if possible, the Weldon
road also. Raleigh itself might perchance come
within reach, but there must be caution about that.
Having taken Newbern, Burnside was to push down
to Beaufort, reduce Fort Macon, and open the port.
Wilmington was brought up in prospect as the ‘“next
point of interest,” but with a hint that its capture
might require an additional force. The instruections
concluded with the following caution regarding
proclamations: “In no case would I go beyond a
moderate joint proclamation with the naval com-
mander, which should say as little as possible about
politics or the negro; merely state that the true is-
sue for which we are fighting is the preservation of
the Union and upholding the laws of the general
government, and stating that all who conduct them-
selves properly will, as far as possible, be protected
in their persons and property.”

The expedition, when completed, constituted a formidable armada. The
naval force consisted of twenty light-draught vessels, having altogether an
armament of over fifty guns, of which more than one fourth were 9-inch

! The following is a list of the naval vessels, with the names of their commanders and the char-
acter of their armament :

1. Stars and Stripes...| Lieut. Com’g. Worden 4 8-in., 55 ewt.; 1 20-1b. Parrott.
) z ’ (1 8-in., 63 cwt.; 1 32-b., 67
Lieut. Com’g. Murray ......... < cwt.; 2 82-lb., 8 cwt.; 1

12-1b. rifled.

2. Louisiana............

SoHelzel v S Lieut. Com’g. Davenport...... 1 9-in.; 1 80-1b. rifled.
: : : | (1 8-in, 63 cwt.; 1 80-Ib. rifled;
4. Underwriter......... Lieut. Com’g. Leffers .......... < 1 12]b.rifled; 1 12-1b.smooth

( bore.

Lieat. Com’g. Quackenbush..| ol fl):"”;i); 1i,ll ';i')_”)" e L)
= | P . rifed.

Lieut. Com’g. Chaplin | 4 32-1b., 42 cwt.; 1 12-1b. rifled.

-| A.V. Lieut. Com’g. Behm. }

. Delaware............

5

6. Valley City..
7. ‘Southfield..
8
9

. 3 9-in.; 1 100-Ib. rifled.
Hunchback -+| A. V. Lieut. Com’g. Colhoun.| 3 9-in.; 1 100-lb. rifled.
Morse....... ..| Acting Master Hayes 2 9-in,

10. Whitehead. .| Acting M 'r Trench . 1 9-in.

11. Seymour Acting Master Wells... .| 1 30-1b.vifled; 1 12-1b. rifled.

12. Shawsheen. Acting Master Woodward ....| 2 20-1b. rifled.

13. Lockwood............ Acting Master Graves .... {L80-Tb.riflad ;51 12 b rifled;

3 { 1 12-1b. smooth bore.

14 Ceren s e Acting Master McDiarmid ...| 1 30-Ib, rifled; 1 32-1b., 33 cwt.

165. Pn;nam ...| Acting Master Hotchkiss......| 1 20-Ib. rifled.

16. Brmlfer .| Acting Master Giddings...... 1 32-1b. rifled.

17. Granite Act’g Master’s Mate Boomer..| 1 32-1b., 57 cwt.

18. Perry — ;

19. Birney... —9in.

20. Whitehall.... 4
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guns; there were two 100-p6u'i1"d~ ﬁﬁ'e'l{;jijﬂ'
less calibre than 80-pounders.! This part of

ve

command of Flag-officer Louis M. Goldsborough, a native of
Columbia, and a citizen of Maryland. He had been fifty years in
service of the United States, and over eighteen years he had
He was flag-officer of the North Atlantic blockading squad
of Congress had placed him on the retired list, but of the opportunity
offered he had not availed hinself. j B

The military division consisted,in the first place, of an army nearl;
teen thousand strong. There were seven gun-boats connected with thi
vision: the Picket, which was Burnside’s flag-ship ; the Pioneer, the H

three guns and the others four. The flotilla of transports numbered nearly
forty vessels, each capable of conveying between four and five hundred men;
in addition, there was a large amount of small eraft, fifty or more additional
vessels, for the transportation of supplies sufficient for sixty days’ rations.
General Ambrose E. Burnside, commanding the military division, was born
in Indiana, May 23,1824, He graduated at West Point in 1847, and was
attached to the Confederate General (then Captain) Bragg’s command in the
Mexican war and the subsequent Indian campaigns. Retiring from military
service in 1853, he did not enter it again until the civil war. ~He assumed
command of the First Rhode Island Volunteers, but in the battle of Bull
Run commanded a brigade. Soon after that battle he was made a brigadier
general, and when the Coast Division was raised he was appointed its com-
mander. Decisive in character, and at the same time a keen analyst of char-
acter in others, courteous in manner and of a commanding presence, he was =
more than any other man fitted for the important position assigned to him.

General John G. Foster, commanding the first brigade of Burnside’s army, -
was a native of New Hampshire, and at the time of our history now reach--
ed was nearly forty years of age. He was second lieutenant of engineers in
the regular army, belonging to the company of which McClellan was first
lieutenant. He took part in the Mexican campaign, and at the battles of -
Contreras and Cherubusco earned the first lieutenancy. At El Morino del
Rey he was severely wounded, and promoted to a captaincy. In 1854 he
became Assistant Professor of Engineering at West Point. General Foster
was one of the garrison of Fort Sumter when that work was assailed at the
beginning of the insurrection.

The expedition sailed out of Hampton Roads January 11, at half past nine
o'clock at night, and arrived off Hatteras on the 13th, just as a northeast gale :
began to blow up, threatening danger in any attempt to pass over the bulk-

head. Even in the most quiet sea there were several vessels which must re-
1

STORM OFF HATTERAS.

main outside on account of their too great draught of water. The City of
New York, drawing sixteen feet of water, attempted to pass the shoals on
the 14th and got aground. The next day the vessel went to wreck in sight
of thirty vessels that could render her no assistance. All day on the 14th
and that night her crew were lashed to the rigging to prevent the waves
from sweeping them overboard. Four of her boats were gone. In the re-
maining one, two brothers, William A. and Charles H. Beach, two mechanics
from Newark, New Jersey, accompanied by the fireman, the second engineer,
and the colored steward, managed to gnin\tho fleet, and surf-boats were sent
out to rescue their comrades. The next morning the gun-boat Zounave sunk
at her anchorage, ranning foul of some obstruction. The Louisiana ground-
ed the same day with the City of New York. A few days afterward the
Pocahontas was wrecked. It was with great difficulty, and in connection
with such dispiriting incidents as have been related, that the fleet was con-
veyed into the waters of the sound through “the shallow, narrow, and tor-

tuous” channel of the bulk-head. Says Goldsborough, alluding to this chan-

nel, “ Under the most favorable circumstances, scarcely an inch more than

seven and a half feet of water can be found in it. It was only by the great-

est exertions and perseverance on the part of my officers and men, and by

turning every possible expedient to prompt account, that our vessels of the

heaviest draught (some of them drawing quite eight feet) were worried

through this perplexing gut.” It was not until the 28th that this feat had

been successfully accomplished.
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While this was going on, General Wise was lying
sick at Nag's Head, four miles east of the island, on
the sand-bar. The Confederate force upon the island
on the morning of the 7th consisted of the Eighth
North Carolina regiment, under Colonel H. M. Shaw,
who, in the absence of Wise, was the senior officer;
the Thirty-first, under Jordan, and three companies
of the Seventeenth, under Major G. H. Hill. These,
allowing for an absence of four or five hundred men,
made up a garrison of nearly 1600 men. Early on
the morning of the 7th this garrison was re-enforced
by ten companies of the Wise Legion, under the
command of Colonel Anderson and Captain Wise,
the general’s son. General Wise, notwithstanding
his illness, issued all the necessary orders from his
sick-bed, and attended to the wants of his army.

By midnight on the night of the 7th nearly 10,000
Tederal troops had been landed at Ashby’s Harbor.
It was a dismal night for the soldiers, who, before
emerging upon the firm sandy plain in the interior,
had to wade through mud knee deep, and then to
content themselves with such sleep as they could get
with only their overcoats to protect them from the
cold rain.

The next day, Saturday, the 8th, was Burnside’s.
The gun-boats,indeed, kept up their fire during the
day, and a little after noon passed the obstructions
in the Sound, but the burden of the day’s labor fell
on the military division. At seven o’clock in the
morning the line of battle was formed. The advance
up the island was in three columns: Foster’s brigade
in the centre, Parke’s on the right, and Reno’s on the
left. Foster was to move along the cart-road in front,
while Reno and Parke flanked the enemy’s position
by advancing through the woods on either side.
The marshes and lagoons with which the island is
covered rendered the approach difficult. A battery
of six 12-pound boat howitzers headed the central
column,

The field work, which constituted the enemy’s sole
defense against this land attack, was about a mile dis-
tant from Ashby’s Harbor, on the cart-road. In its
front the timber had been cut away to afford range

On the 5th of February, the fleet, with fifteen days’ rations, was in motion
for Roanoke Island, which is distant thirty-eight miles from Hatteras Inlet.
Williams’s brigade, consisting of four regiments, was left at the Inlet. The
naval division led, advancing in three columns, commanded respectively by
‘Worden, Murray, and Davenport. It was a fine day, but the fleet moved
slowly, and it was not until evening that the low, swampy shores of North
Carolina were visible. Curiously, the enemy had forgotten to remove the
buoy on the eastern extremity of Long Point Shoal, twenty miles from the
Inlet, and thus probably the loss of several vessels was prevented. That
night a force was dispatched to the main land to secure the services of a cer-
tain individual, peaceably or by force, as a pilot. The errand was success-
fully accomplished. The next day was unpromising. A thick fog obscured
all distant objects. Once during the forenoon it cleared away, disclosing
Roanoke Island and the vessels of the Confederate fleet; but the fog return-
ed again when the channel of Croatan Sound was nearly reached, and it be-
gan to rain. The next day, Friday, February 7, was clear, and at nine o’clock
the fleet weighed anchor for the third time, at the sign of the Union jack,
and the Ceres and Putnam led the way, as on the previous day, in search
of obstructions. Arriving soon at the entrance of Croatan Sound, there
were then the marshes to be threaded. Through these the passage is so
narrow that not more than two ships can pass abreast. At half past ten
these had been cleared, and a signal gun was fired from one of the forts on
the island announcing the impending attack. The Underwriter, which had
been sent to discover the presence of a battery, if there was one, at Sandy
Point, near Ashby’s Harbor, where Burnside intended to land his troops,
gave signal a little after eleven o’clock that the coast was clear at that point.
A few minutes later the naval division, accompanied by the seven gun-boats
of the coast division, approached Pork Point, beyond which the Confederate
fleet was drawn up behind a double row of piles. Before the bombardment
commenced, Goldsborough signaled from the Philadelphia, “ This day our
country expects every man to do his duty.” All the forts and vessels open-
ed fire upon the attacking fleet, but the latter, in return, gave especial atten-
tion to Fort Bartow. At one o'clock the flag-staff of this fort was carried
away by a shot, and in less than half an hour afterward the barracks in the
rear were in flames.

In the course of the afternoon the troops began to disembark at Ashby’s
Harbor, under cover of the gun-boats. The landing was not entirely un-
guarded by the enemy, who had posted a small force there with a field bat-
tery. But the Delaware, with Rowan on board, took up a position just south
of Pork Point, and cleared the way with a few shots from her guns. In the
mean time the bombardment went on. It had been hottest between two
and three o’clock. Two hours later Fort Bartow ceased firing, and the Con-
federate fleet withdrew around Weir's Point.

%

for the artillery. It was garrisoned by 300 men, the
remaining portion of the defensive force being held
in reserve. Besides the clearing in front, the position was covered, front
and flank, by an extensive lagoon.

The Confederate skirmishers were soon met and driven in, and at a curve
in the road the battery of howitzers was placed to bear upon the enemy’s
battery a short distance ahead. The howitzers were exposed to a severe fire
from three heavy guns in the Confederate work. An advance was m'ndo by
the enemy with a view to flank Foster’s brigade, the others not having yet
come into action or even attracted the notice of the Confederate officers. A
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preity sharp action followed between the Twenty-third
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tsin Wise, in which the Confederates were repulsed.
Here it was that Cspmln ‘Wise received a wound which
soon sfierward proved mortal. The heroism of the

ederal soldiers who in many cases were obliged to
and T::I‘m:f'— in water, was admirsble. The woand-

carried io the rear. = cheerfully
»where did a

LANDING OF TEE TROOFS FILOW NEWEBEEN.

e town. Eighf cannon, and a schooner on the stocks, were de-
were Lu.pz:n?d. one of them having on board 4000

8th of February, Flag-officer Gwa]d;bomugh and
a joint proclamation to the people of North Caro-
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ness. They had the day before learned of the evacuation of Manassas by the
Confederate army of the Potomae. Reno, on the railroad, had the advance.
The enemy’s works were five miles below Newbern, and were a mile in ex-
tent, protected on the river bank by a battery of thirteen guns, and on the
opposite side by a line of redoubts over half a mile in length. This line
of works was defended by eight regiments of infantry, five hundred caval-
Ty, and three batteries of field artillery of six guns each. The Confederate
forces were under the command of General Branch.

General Reno’s column was moving upon the enemy’s right flank. As it
moved up the railroad, a train was observed which had just arrived, bring-
ing re-enforcements to the enemy. This train was attacked, and the enemy
driven behind his intrenchments. The engagement then commenced, the
Twenty-first Massachusetts regiment coming within short range of the ene-
my’s redoubts and drawing their fire. General Foster’s brigade had come
up on the main road at the right and had formed his line, the T'wenty-fourth
Massachusetts on the extreme right and the Tenth Connecticut on the left.
Between the Tenth and Reno’s position General Parke held the centre. The
Federal line thus formed extended more than a mile. The action, which
was already begun, was quite severe. In some parts of the Federal line, par-
ticularly on the right centre, the swampy ground, broken by ravines opening
toward the enemy, exposed the soldiers to the enemy’s fire. The Twenty-
third Massachusetts, on the left of the Tenth Connecticut, had hardly got
into position before its colonel, Henry Merritt, fell, a cannon shot having
passed through his body. The naval battery was placed in the centre, and
the officers in charge of the guns stood by them persistently, although in
some cases but a single gunner remained. Hammond, in charge of the Het-
zel, lost all his men. On Reno’s right, also, the fire was very hot. Adju-
tant Frazer A. Stearns, son of President Stearns, of Amherst College, and at-
tached to the Twenty-first Massachusetts, was shot early in the battle.

Thus far the Confederate troops had the advantage, for, although inferior
in numbers, they fought behind breast-works. A charge was now made by
four companies of the Twenty-first, who marched from the railroad at double-
quick and drove the enemy from one of their breast-works, hoisted the Union
colors, and were advancing against a second work, when a larger force at-
tacked them, and they were obliged to withdraw. An assault made by the
Fourth Rhode Island on Parke’s right was more permanently successful, re-
sulting in the capture of a battery and two flags. From this work, in the
centre of the Confederate line, Colonel Rodman, pursuing his advantage,
charged upon the enemy’s works farther to the left, which Reno was also as-
sailing with his entire command. ~ Their centre being now broken, the ene-
my fell back under the combined attack on his right. While this was go-
ing on, the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts, holding the extreme right of the
entire line of attack, pushed forward by a rapid movement and gained a po-
sition within the enemy’s intrenchments, which were then occupied by Fos-
ter's whole brigade. The Confederates were now, after four hours’ fighting,
in full retreat to Newbern. All three of Burnsides brigades were soon en-
gaged in pursuit, and reached the river bank opposite Newbern about the
middle of the afternoon. In the mean time the gun-boats had come up, and,
by means of a steamer which they had captured, the army was conveyed
across the river. The Confederates had escaped, by means of the railroad,
to Goldsborough, after having burned the bridge across the river.

The gun-boats had safely passed the obstructions below the city, and three
or four forts which commanded the river, the most formidable of which was
Fort Thompson, mounting thirteen guns, two of them rifled 82-pounders.
This fort protectec the left flank of the land force resisting Burnside’s ap-
proach, and its reduction by the gun-boats formed an important part of the
battle. Not a man was lost in the naval division. Several of the vessels
were slightly injured in passing the obstructions.
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As the results of this victory, besides the city,
General Burnside took eight batteries, numbeﬁng
forty-six heavy guns, and three batteries of light
artillery of six guns each, two steam-boats, and a
large amount of commissary and quarter-master’s
stores, and two hundred prisoners. The F' edgral
loss, as estimated in Burnside’s report, was nine-
ty-one killed and 466 wounded; the loss in o{:ﬁ-
cers was very severe. The Confederates admit-
ted a loss of 500, including the prisoners.

A week after the fall of Newbern, Washington,
at the mouth of Pamlico River, was surrendered
to a portion of the Federal fleet under Lieutenant

Commander A. Murray. On the 19th of April,
General Reno, with five regiments, took posses-
sion of Camden, the capital of Camden county,
and situated on the Pasquotank River, opposite
dlizabeth City. Three of the regiments were
landed at midnight of the 18th-19th three miles
below Camden, but, by an incompetent guide,
were led nearly a dozen miles out of their way.
The Confederates were intrenched at South Mills,
across the road by which Reno the next morning
approached the town. Their rear was protected
by a thick wood. From this position they were
driven after a sharp engagement, in which the
Federal loss was fourteen killed and ninety-six
wounded. Most of Reno’s men were so much
wearied with their long march and the heat that
pursuit was impossible.

The work of the expedition, according to the
plan laid down by General McClellan, was now
almost accomplished. It is true nothing had been
done to seriously threaten the Weldon Railroad,
but the Confederate position at Norfolk had been
effectually flanked, and complete possession had
been gained of Albemarle and Pamlico Sound.
The reduction of Fort Macon would give the na-
tioLal government the entire coast of North Car-
olina. This fort commanded the entrance of
Beaufort Harbor, one of the best on the South-
ern coast. It was situated on the eastern extrem-
ity of Bogue Banks, opposite Morehead City, and
was considered more formidable than either of
the forts yet attacked by the Federal fleet. This
fort was bombarded on the 25th of April by three
steamers and by three siege batteries on shore.
One of the latter was mounted with three 82-
pounder Parrotts. These shore batteries were
constructed behind sand - hills, and, besides the
Parrott guns, mounted eight mortars. The na-
val squadron carried about thirty guns, and was
under Commander Samuel Lockwood, of the Day-
light. The military division consisted of two
Tegiments, the Highth Connecticut and Fourth
Rhode Island, with five companies of the Fift!,
Rhode Island. The action commenced early in
the morning from the batteries on shore. At
half past eight the squadron began to fire on the
fort, the three gun-boats moving in an ellipse, and
delivering their fire by turns. Tt was evident,
however, in a very short time, that these boats,
in the unsteady waters where they were situated,
would have little effect on the fort, while they
were themselves suffering severe injury, and at
ten o'clock they withdrew. The batteries on
shore, also, during the early part of the day, fired | i
too high, and most of their heavy shells exploded
too far beyond the fort. About half an hour. |
however, after the withdrawal of the boats, this |
mistake was corrected. The bombardment from
shore was continued nearly all day. There was |
not a strong garrison in the fort, not more than
five companies, all told, under Colonel White, and
they held out with great tenacity until their guns
were all silenced. At four o’clock P.M. the flac
of truce was displayed and the firing ceased. Four
hundred prisoners were captured. The reduction
of Fort Macon gave the Federal navy a port of
entry and a harbor fitted for vessels of heavy
draught. One.of the most favorable results of
the occupation of the North Carolina coast was
the accession of a large number of negroes, who
wguld otherwise have contributed greatly to the
military strength of the Confederacy, as every
9]ave on the plantation was equivalen} to a white
I arms. The slave population of the counties
occupied was estimated in 1850 as over 30,000.
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