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half a thousanid million ofd lars; but it could'no more easily metamorpb- sudden and pressing deand; all that coul
eemoney into iuskets cannn, and pontoon bridges than raw militia into But skill is the result ofexperience; it does hs

soldiers. If we considet terely the amoult offood necessary to five hund- ary emergency; and, therefore, all work requiring
redthsandmenisusin p inhe short space of one week to nearly three ical elaboration was of slow completion; ant u
millio pond four millions offloir, besides three hundred and for such work being insufficient, others rust be'traid
iftythousand pounds ofcoitee and five hundred and twenty-five thousand ofany efficiency.
pounds of sugar. The systematic regulation of this enormous supply pre- Not only must there be a vast increase of materl for
supposes arrangenitsathe most conplicate in advertisement of proposals, in but the disorganization of the army after its defeat atdull
shipiment and transportation, and finally in distribition. Tbeifthe arrange- essary to surround Washington with defensive worksof

ge- i: essryto s rrd asments for equipments anl munitions required still more time for their com- This was partially begun on tbe occasion-of our first advance
pletion. The number of small arms at the disposal of the government was and toe occupation of Alexandria; when Forts Runyon and
fearfully inadequate. These had either to be manufactured in this country constructed. as Mas-de pont to tbe Long Bridge and the Aqdd
or iuported. The Springfield armory and that at Harper's Ferry were the night afterward Fort Albany was laid out, commanding the Cprnipal- sources of the h6me supply at the beginning of the war, and the the Aqueduct and Alexandria roads. After McClellan assumeia
Iatter of these had been detroyed in April. There were not enough ns- of the Army of the Potomac, the interval between Fort Coreordn -anc
kets in the North to supply the 75,000 men of the President's first call. Albany was filled by a series of works within supporting distance
Even the Springfield armory could furnish no more than 25,000 per year. other; and strong works were built controlling the principal roiteseEvidently, then, new armories had to be set in operation, and those already to Washington from the north. Thus was established the basis of an adeexisting enlarged, while in the mean time the most strenuous efforts were fortification for the defense of the capital; bit to complete the worksmade to secure a foreign supply. Not only was the quantity of small arms as to justify any great depletion of the army in front of WasbingMD enecessary to carry on an extensive campaign slowly produced, but there was purposes of an offensive campaign was the work of months,'an equal impediment in the way of promptly furnishin'g heavy artillery. Te theoryof thee defnses is that upon whic thewokofTre da wr ed-hThe very tents of the soldiers taxed all the sail-makers of the country to only e admie he preset day or din extsi i t is e he
the utmost extent of their working powers. Wagons, and harness, and cav- iug paints within range of each other by field-forts, the fire of which shall sweep all theappr

These forts furnish the secure emplacemnts of artiller. Thiey also afor vetobis.finairy equipments of every sort existed only in the raw material, and slowly aty. 1The orks may be c tines of igt ey I eE rund (w crtacadvanced out of this primitive form under the manufacturer's busy hand. may be so obstructed that the enem's troops can not penetrate the intervat without beiThe industrial activity of the orth was thoroughly aroused to meet the , for a considerable time, to the destructive effects of the artillery or msketry fire of thThe ndusria actvityof he Nrthwas horoghl arosed o met te tWith such a system established, the defense against a powerful attack requires that Af
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doubt egregiously mistaken. His information was gathered from unreliable these movementsi and sea. e as u
sores, and any reports that militated against his preonceived opinions he the necessity of ocpying.Matthias

summarily rejected. There is no good reason to believe that the enemy at would secure the navigation of.the river
Manassas numbered over 5(,000 men; for even at alater period, when their and at the same time furish a foothold on t
ranks had been re-enforced by conscription, they were estimated at only against the enemy's right fank. The ex
about 80,000. the neighborhood of Alexandria, was upt io

Thus so far as the main operations against Richmond were concerned. a line run directly east from Manassas Junction,
But the army was not idle during the summer. Reconnoitring parties five miles. From Alexandria the Potomac runs
were continually scouring the country to within a short distance of the ene- the mouth of Acquia Creek, a distance of thirty.m
mys lines. Frequently these reconnoissances resulted in skirmishes, which east for fifteen miles, where it rounds lattbias Poii
accustomed the soldiers to being under fire. One of the most important of projection northward into the stream, and almost e
those which occurred during the summer was that made by General Smith, the mainlnd by Gamble's Creek. It was a point which
on the 25th of September, toward Lewinsville. The general had several riod of the war, night easily have been held by a rp
thousand troops in his command, and, shortly after their arrival at Lewins- troops. But no measures were taken for its occupation, y
ville, they were attacked by a large force of the Confederates from Falls His suggestions to theWar Department beingnheeded,theSeek&
Church. The result of the sharp conflict which ensued was the retreat of Navy took the matter into his own hands with thebest rewerialiti
the enemy and the capture of some of his stores by General Smith. Two mand. At this time, it must be remembered that e governmen
days afterward the Confederates abandoned the. fortifications on Munson's gun-boats or iron-clad monitors, and the engagement of batteriebw
Hill, which they had held ever since the battle of Bull Run. ships of war were serious undertakings, in which the batteries ha

The enemy was active during the summer and autumn chiefly in two di- the advantage. The United States steamers the Pawnee and ibe*:
rections-to prevent navigation on the Lower Potomac, and to find his way tas, and a naval flotilla under Commander Ward, with several ste
across some of the fords of the Upper Potomac into Maryland; and these under naval officers, constituted the Potomac squadron, whose-ofe
operations on the right and left of McClellan's army were at the same time to prevent communication with that part of Virginia whichlibeog
offensive and defensive, as they not only impeded transportation on the Po- Confederacy, intercepting supplies, and protecting transports and
tomac, and threatened raids into the fertile valleys north of that river and vessels in their passage up and down the river. Conianer Wa
against the important ilne of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, but also discovered, by means of a reconnoissance off Matths Point, that
guarded either flank of the Confederate army at Manassas. Preparations federate troops encamped there were about to erect a battery, on
for the blockade of the Lower Potomac were commenced previous to the of June sent up to the Pawnee, at Acquia Creek, for two boats a
battle of Bull Run. The Secretary of the Navy was not uninformed of equipped. Two small cutters' crews were dispatched from the
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oiently free as long as we require it? Captain Wyman says yes In tle atPoolesville in the vicinity of Edwards
mean time conflicts were every day occurring with the batteries along the er from Harper's Ferry'to Washington; Mi
bank, but never with any decisive results, and not unfrequently resulting in ries of police, the enemy resorted to the most e
serious injury to the vessels engaged. We need only refer to a single ig- force, which had been detailed to Leesburg consi o
stance of these conflicts-that in which the Seminole and Pocahontas fig- eral Evans, or four regiments of soldiers; utis

uiired, early in the month of October. These two vessels on this occasioi the Federal commandem to be much geater y i
engaged the three batteries at Evansport. The action was commenced by which the enemy resorted, of showing himselfat varia
the Seminole, but her fire was not returned until she canie within full range tervals of time, so as to multiply the apparent umb
of the batteries, which then opened upon her in earnest, striking her in sev- The Federal position was in every way favorable fom
eral places.. A heavy shell exploded close under the bows, throwing the rounding Evans's brigade. To the-north- was Geuerg
water over the forecastle deck. A ball passed through the rails over the Ferry, and Geary at the Sugar-l0af; directly east wai a
engine hatch, another through the hammock nettings, and one struck the Ferry, and sixteen miles farther to the eastward wa
mizsen-mast a few feet above the deck, badlyi njuring it. Itwas evident force at Drainesville. A little to theeastward of
that only iron-clad vessels could reduce fortifications of this. nature'; and in empties its waters into the Potomac, and acruss this pitit
this case, as in all others, the attempt had to be given up. No disastrous Gum Spring road leading to Manassas. McCall's positiat fik
results followed frorn the erection of the Confederate batteries, nor was either bore upon this line of communication. The towp of Lesburg
the War or the Navy Department responsible for their existence, they hav- military point of view, was of great value to either army , th
iig been erected at a time when neither of these departments were in a con- road line from Washington to Winchester, and its possealibn-hi
dition to prevent it. After the Potomac flotilla left to co-operate with the crops both of the London and Shenandoah.valleys It wds a g
Port Royal Expedition, the river was effectually closed. Whatever embar- sition from which to carry on an irregular aggressive campaign a
rassment this may have been to the governiment, a careful consideration of ryland. But McClellan was on his guard; every ford wae-strot d
the subject must lead to the conclusion that the difficulty was inevitably in- ed, every movement of the enemy subjected to the strictest -e a
cident to the peculiar situation of the opposing armies. But, if the responsi- and fortifications were erected at every available point. The C
bility most rest any where, it should be with the Navy Department, which not being in sufficient foree to man a great number of works if th
might have sent vessels of sufficient strength to reduce the enemy's works. them, relied not upon intrenchments or fortifications, but upon
This, however, was not done, for the very good reason that new batteries sudden attack in some unexpected quarter. They had, therefore
could be built as rapidly as the old ones were destroyed. Nothing could gle battery, which was situated between Leesburg and Edwards's
have effectually protected the navigation of the Potomac except the military At this time the Confederate Gened Ashby, with his cavalr
occupation of its entire right bank by our army, and this occupation, clearly tioned at Charlestown, in the Shenandoab Valley, whence be coin
unadvisable at an early period, did not, at a later epoch, harmonize with series of raids, to harass our forces at Iarper's Ferry, a few mi
General McClellan's plan of operations. What that plan was we shall con- northwest. The Confederates having now undisputed control of
sider in its appropriate place. Potomac, through their batteries atAcqui Creek, were seeking,

We now turn to the movements of the enemy on the Upper Potomac, operation of Evans with Ashby, to obtain a similar advantage on
which led to the battle of Ball's Bluff. part of the river. On tbo 13th of October, Ashby's troops, with

While, in October, the two main armies of Virginia were facing each other panies ofEvans's brigade, and two pieces of his artillery, made an
at Manassas, or rather, through their advanced pickets, at Fairfax Court daring expedition to Harper's Ferry. Taking up his position on t
House, each watching the movements of the other and expecting attack, Heights, a severe skirmish occurred between the opposing forces
considerable activity prevailed on the upper Potomac. General Banks, of the store-bouses and mills in the village of Harper's Ferry wef
who had superseded Patterson after the battle of Bull Run, had been push- the shells of tha enemy. Otherwise no important result was gan
ing his outposts several miles up the valley from his position at Harper's was with great difficulty that Ashby was able to withdraw fromtl
Ferry" This was in great measure occasioned by the movements of the which be had so boldly taken.
enemy, who, having consuii med every thing i in iiiean time, in danger of being ut oby ll
Centreville, found-it necessary to make expeditions up the river for pro- a position on Goose Creek, still holding Leesburg. Besides fb r

Between twenty and thirty miles to the north the Federal troops held a fa- Leesburg, and the same distance from each other At-'Harriso

the enemy in this direction. General Stone also haul an imnortant mmmnd set Pickets were sent ot hv Evans iii each of thesei
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morning, arriving on the fieldshortly after the battle commenced. General could only be overcome by overwhehmn
Ord, having dispatched a foraging party to the firms of prominent seces- terbalancing advantage-to be gained by eithe
sionists between the pike and the river, moved on toDrainesville, where e watchful, and able, at least for a long tie t
waited for the Tenth, Sixth, and Twelfth to come up. Upon his arrival the ment with re-enforcement? So long as this sit
Confederate cavalry picket was dispersed, and two companies of the "Buck table that whichever of tese two armies should
tails," together with the Ninth regiment, Colonel Jackson, were so disposed, point, an engagement with the other, mts
in connection with the battery, as to cover the approaches to Drainesville fatal mistake n the conduct of the defense, bebeten
from the south. The enemy in the mean time, with four regiments under our naval force could have been made available in a
command of General Stuart, advanced along the Centreville road, which nemy strong-hold, we should have needed no otherad
was skirted by a dense wood on either side.. Where the road debouches situation did not allow any calculation of our naval resources
into an open clearing the Sumter battery was stationed, mounting six guns, ment. It was impossible, therefore, that the conflict in Virginia
and skirmishers were deployed to the left and right. In front of the ene- to a decisive crisis until operations elsewhere should have
my's battery, and five hundred yards distant, was the Easton battery; and the combatants to the verge of exhaustion, or at least to such
between these two an artillery duel was kept up for half an hour. Then an as would give the other a decided advantage in the matter of a
attempt was made by the enemy, who advanced from the cover of the woods, strength. Since it was morally certain that a vigorous serieo pa
to turn our left, which was repulsed by Colonel McCalmont and two or three in the West and along the sea-board must in the end bring the tt
shells from the battery, when it was given up The Confederates were point, our Army of the Potomac could afford t it. The it
strongly flanked on the right by the Ninth and Twelfth, the former of whom that army was, in this connection, a fortunate circumstance for is;
met the enemy in close quarters. The front was held by the Sixth and i by though it could not at first materially affect the general situationy
the Kane Rifles on opposite sides of the road, which, in its entire length, was the South should begin to be exhausted,it would enable outWesta
commanded by our battery. Discovering that the enemy's guns were in a to aim rapid and effective blows against points disproportionately wek
position open to an attack from their right and in the rear, General Ord de- compel such a concentration of the Confederate forces as woul net
tached two or three guns from the battery for this purpose, which soon the abandonment of important positons. The "et onteP.
poured in their enfilading fire with brilliant effect. It was this feature of therefbre, did not diminish the importance of our Virginia army.
the attack which most annoyed the Confederates, and finally compelled But in the West the situation, as we have said, was very different
their retreat. So accurate was the fire from oqur battery, that every shot what was to be done invited dispatch. We started on good vantage g
seemed to tell upon the enemy; one of his caissons was blown up; another moreover, inasmuch as we had superior facilities for the transportat
was left behind; gun -carriages were broken, while the road was strewn troops and supplies, and a more adequate supply of excellent arms;
with oth her evidences of destruction. The retreating columns of Stuart were promptness of our military movements forestalled the enemy bothin
pursued for a short distance, after which the entire. command, having won ri and Kentucky. While the Confederate generals in all their offens
the day, returned to camp. The Confederate loss was estimated at over two erations put themselves at a distance from their supplies both of food
hundred and thirty, while that of the Union troops, all told, was no more munition, we h e rivers o our side, answering both as avenues
than sixty-nine. This victory had no important result, but, as being the munieation and as a means of moving into the heart of the enemy's co
first important success achieved by the Army of the Potomac, received more This made our naval resources more available in the Western ca n
attention than would otherwise have been given it, and called forth a spe- than they could be in Virginia. The operations of the enemy in the
cial congratulatory letter from Secretary Cameron. always partook of the nature of an extensive raid rather than of a

combination of forces for asustained effort; and whenever they erectdf
The situation in the West differed very materially from that in Virginia. tifieations, they were soon compelled to abandon them, on acountofth

In the latter, preparations were necessarily made on a gigantic scale. Here with which they were flanked and cut off from their distant base,
was gathered the concentrated strength of both armies-the Federal and the Our operations in the West were of course, from the first, mainly
Confederate; and upon these, as it seemed, the final issue of the war depend- movements in relation to the position in Virginia. Theobjective pon
ed. But this issue was not to be developed through impetuous and rashly- East Tennessee. This was involved in McClelan'splan, as developed
undertaken onsets, as was supposed, but very much through that stationary memomandur addressed on the 4th of August to etheiPrsideat
attitude which, by shallow critics on both sides, was sneered at as"masterly were, as we shall see hereafter, two plans or routeshy wich thi
inactivity"-through the careful measuring of strength against strength in might bereached But, gained by whatever plan,East Tennesee'was
quiet, and the patient waiting for opportunity. This attitude ollowed as a then seen to be the very keystone of the-Confederate arch

the other, that involved in a distantsource ofsuppaies These disadvantages in these two states will be the snhient of our next chanter.


