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could be furnished by importation from abroad ; for the rest, not only
the arms themselves, but the means of creating them, must be created. The
The sudden seizure of the
forts and arsenals from the ('lx~->:|ln';|ku to the Rio Grande, from Virginia tc
Alabama, had put into his hands more weapons than he could use. Men
were not wanting on either side; but while the Federal regiments stood idle
in camp for want of arms, the Confederates had weapons ready for every
The Confederates availed themselves of this

company that could be raised.
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initial advantage. The ink with which the Virginia Ordinance of Sec
was written was hardly dry before Richmond was chosen as the capital,
where their Congress was to meet on the 20th of July, and troops from the
farthest South were pushed to the northern frontiers of the Confederacy,
within sight of the dome of the Federal Capitol.
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mac. Day by day they grew more imbatien_t of this delay, for which they
could see no good reason. Buchanan’s administration had been feeble and
treacherous; was not that of Lincoln treacherous and feeble? Twenty thou-
sand men had twelve years before marched from Vera Cruz to Mexico; why
could not ten times as many, under the same commanaer. march from Wash-
ington to Richmond or Montgomery? That commandaer.1t was hinted rath-
er than said, was a Southerner by birth. It was acknowledged that for more
than half a century he had been true and l_oya], but were not Davis and Ste-
phens loyal, Twiggs, Lee, and Johnston faithful, ana even Floyd, Cobb, an-d
Thompson honest, until the time came when they must choose betwgen their
country and their section? Had the old treason gone out when the new ad-
ministration came in?

Such were the questions which all men were asking themselves during the
months of May and June, and it needed but a word, fitly or unfitly spoken,
to rouse a storm of indignation against the government.. That word was
supplied by the New York T'ribune, a newspaper which. from various causes,
was at the moment the exponent of popular feeling. For a score of years it
had, through evil report and through good report. maintained the principles
of the Republican party, always earnestly, if not always wisely. That party
had now, after a long and weary contest, triumphed in every free state but
one. The circulation of the paper was large. It reached every hamlet in
the North and West; it passed from house to house. from hand to hand, and
had every week a million of readers, by a large portion of whom it was
accepted as authority. At length, on the 26th of June. it contained an arti-
cle headed “the Nation’s War-cry,” which in just thirty words gave expres-
sion to the common feeling, and form to the general demand. “Forward to
Richmond!” it said. “The Rebel Congress must not be allowed to meet
there on the 20th of July. By that date the place must be held by the na-
tional army.” Day after day these thirty electric woras were repeated with-
out change, like the Roman senator’s  Carthage must be destroyed.” Day
after day this brief text was followed up by an elaborate discourse. Govern-
ment was charged with indifference, if not treachery. The rebels were ready
to fly at our approach. If the right men were in the right places, the war
could be virtually ended in three months. If this was not done, it would be
the fault of incompetent or treacherous leaders; politicians in or out of uni-
form, who did not wish the rebels routed, and in whose official statements
no reliance was to be placed. Ifthe rebellion was not thoroughly put down
by spring, it would be because the nation had been betrayed by the govern-
ment; it must acknowledge itself beaten, and recognize the independence
of the Confederacy. And so on through every form of direct or insinuated
accusation.!

The force of these appeals lay in that they were echoes ot the popular
fecling to which they gave form and expression. It pressed upon govern-
ment with a force which could not be withstood. Members of Congress
crowded upon the President and General Scott complaining of the inactivity
of the army, and urging them to heed the cry, “Forward to Richmond!”
The administration was in a sore strait. If the movement was attempted,
there was a more than equal chance of its failure: if it was not attempted,
government would lose the confidence of the country. A lost battle might
be retrieved; public confidence lost could never be regained. The Presi-
dent, looking mainly at the political aspect of the case. was in favor of the
movement. The commanding general, looking mainly at the military as-
pect, was opposed to it; but at last, against his judgment, gave a reluctant
consent.

The movement having been determined upon, it only remained to make
the best preparations possible. General Scott could not take the command
in person. Age and infirmity had come upon him. ¥or three years he had
been unable to mount a horse; it was with difficulty that he could walk
a few steps; he was tormented with dropsy and harassed by vertigo. Four
months later he was compelled to ask to be suffered to retire from active
service. The request was granted, and, full of age and honors, he was re-
leased from the command which he had so long and honorably held. Mean-
while the actual conduct of the enterprise must be intrusted to other hands.
The choice fell upon General Irvin McDowell. He was in the prime of
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the generals endowed with great military genius.
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manhood ; had graduated twenty-seven years before at the Military Acade- |
my with high honor; had served through the Mexican war. and was brevet- |

ed as captain for gallant and meritorious conduet in the hard-fought battle
of Buena Vista. When peace came he relingnished his rank in the line,
and entered the adjutant general’s department. At the outbreak of the re-
bellion he returned to duty in the field, and was appointed brigadier general
in the regular army, his commission dating from May 14, 1861. To consid-

! “THE NATION'S WAR-CRY.— Forward to Richmond! Forward to Rickmond! The
Rebel Congress must not be allowed to meet there on the 20th of July! BY THAT DATE THE PLACE
MUST BE HELD BY THE NATIONAL ARMY !""— 7ribune, June 26 to July 3.

& . . If the rebels are not virtually whipped when the next spring opens, and if they shall
meanwhile have steadily confronted our troops without losing grouna, we may consider that the
republic has been betrayed by the folly or incompetence of its trusted leaders. and that disunion
is a fixed fact.”"—7The Same, June 27.

A -« The war can not much longer be conducted and held in check by politicians, whether
in uniform or out. . . . . D

If the men in Washington wish to convince the public that they have

really repented, and are ready to do their duty, let them see to it that the national flag floats over |

Richmond before the 20th of July.”— The Same, June 27.

*“The real question is this: Does General Scott (or whoever it may be) contemplate the same
end, and is he animated by like impulses with the great body of the loyal, liberty-loving people of the
country? . . . . Does he want the rebels routed, or wounld he have them conciliated ? ~ If the nation-
al forces shall be beaten in a fair stand-up fight — which we do not believe possible— the patriot
millions will acknowledge the corn and the independence of Secessia. If our side beats, the rebel
leaders must abscond . . . . and we may just as well determme who is who in three months as
in thirty.”—The Same, July 1. ]

‘. .. . Forward, then, and anticipate the rebel force, which only awaits our approach to flee.
Forward to Richmond, and place the national foot on the neck of the traitor who already sues
for peace.”—The Same, July-1. 3

» . . Unfortunately, the credit to be given tc declarations from the State Department is much
impaired.”"—The Same, July 2.
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IRVIN McDOWELL.

erable military experience he: joined a personal character beyond reproach,
and loyalty above suspicion. In selecting him for the command, govern-
ment made the wisest choice then possible. It had yet to learn who were
On the 27th of May
McDowell was appointed to the command of a new military department,
comprising all Virginia east of the Alleghany Mountains and west of the
James River, with the exception of Fortress Monroe and its immediate vi-
cinity. He set himself at once to the task of organizing into an army the
regiments placed under his command. He took up his head-quarters at Ar-
lington House, once the residence of the adopted son of the Father of our
Country, from whom it had passed by marriage into the hands of General
Lee, who had forsworn his military oath, thrown up his commission in the
national army to head the insurgent forces in Virginia, and was soon to be
appointed to the chief command of the entire Confederate army.

The force at the disposal of government for the execution of this enter-
prise was far less than was supposed. On the morning of the 27th of June,
when the nation’s war ecry—* Forward to Richmond”—reached Washington,
there were in and around Washington 88,600 Federal troops. Of these,
15,700 were across the Potomac in Virginia, the remainder being in the Dis-
trict. Patterson, with about 18,000 men, was fifty miles away, near Harper’s
Ferry, watching an equal Confederate force in the Valley of the Shenandoah.
All that was expected of him was to prevent that army from interfering with
the march into Virginia. Butler at Fortress Monroe, Banks in Maryland,
and McClellan in West Virginia, with some 40,000 men in all, could not di-
Of the 310,000 men whom the Secretary of War a week
after announced to be at the disposal of the government, about 100,000 were
in actual service. Of these, something more than 50,000 could be concen-
trated near the capital, from which, after leaving behind a force to garrison
Washington and its defenses, McDowell must draw the army which was to
advance. The 8th of July was fixed upon as the day for the commence-
ment of the movement. But the regiments came up slowly, many of them
eight or nine days after the time fixed upon, and were sent forward without
ever having been formed into brigades or having been seen by their com-
manders. Time passed on until the 15th, and yet the arrangements were
far from complete; but the pressure from without was so strong, that orders
were given for the advance on the following day. The force had been or-
ganized into five divisions. The First Division, under Tyler, consisted of
eleven volunteer regiments, and three companies of cavalry and artillery.
The Second Division, under Hunter, seven volunteer regiments, a battalion
of regulars, a corps of marines, and six companies of cavalry and artillery.
The Third Division, under Heintzelman, had ten volunteer regiments, and
three companies of cavalry and artillery. The Fourth Division, under Run-
yon, had seven regiments of New Jersey volunteers. The Fifth Division,
under Miles, had nine volunteer regiments, with two companies of artillery.
The entire army numbered 35,000, of whom about 33,000 were volunteers.
Of these one third were for three months, whose term of service was about
to expire. About 1000 were regulars from a number of regiments, 500 were
marines, and the remainder were cavalry and artillery. Of cavalry there
were but four companies. Though falling fully 20,000 short of the number
generally attributed to it, this was the largest army ever brought together
under one command on this continent.

The Confederates, meanwhile, having resolved to make Virginia the seat
of war, and having transferred their seat of government from Montgomery
to Richmond, had pushed forward two considerable armies toward the Po-
tomac. Beauregard’s bloodless capture of Fort Sumter had made him the
hero of the South, and to him was intrusted the command of the most im-
portant of these armies, that of the Potomac; while to Johnston, his superior
in rank, was confided the command of the Army of the Shenandoah. The



Alwdllnmw a position judiciously chosen, either to threat-
en or to defend From Alexandria on the Potomac,
Jjust below Washington, starts the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, running
southwestwardly, and forming the northern link in the great southern chain
of milways. After traversing the flat Potomac region, it begins to climb
the gradual slope of the outlying ranges of the great Alleghany chain.
Twenty-seven miles from Alexandria it meets the Manassas Gap Railway,
which, running almost due west for fity miles, pierces the valley of the
Shenandoah at Strasburg, thence turning south for a score of miles down
the valley. These two roads meet on an elevated plateau. The point of
union is known as Manassas Junction. From this point the railway runs
southwandly, past Warrenton and Culpepper, fifty miles, to Gordonsville,
where it connects with the great network of milway which, reaching every
point in the South, has its focus at Richmond. From Manassas to Washing-
ton is about thirty miles; to Richmond about eighty in a direct line, but
almost twice as far by the circuitous railway routes.  Practically, however,
it is nearer to Richmond for defensive purposes than to Washington for of-
fensive. Before its military occupation the Junction was an insignificant

It consisted of a low wooden dépdt, a dingy house for refreshments, !

and balf a dozen small cottages scattered about over the bleak plain,

Beauregand, who had been ordered to the Missisippi, and was actually on
his way thither when he was recalied, and ordered to take the command of
the Army of the Potomac, reached Manassas early in June, and on the 6th
imoed a violent and mendacious proclamation addressed to the people of
the region. “A reckless and unprincipled tyrant,” bo said, “ bas invaded |

20il. Abraham Lincoln, regardiess of all moral, legal, and constitutional

restraints, bas thrown his abolition bosts among you, who are murdering
and imprisoning your citizens, confiscating and destroying your property,
and committing other acts of violenoe and outrage too shocking and revolt-
ing 1o be enomerated. All rules of civilizod warfare are abandoned, and
they proclaim by their acts, if not on their banners, that ther warery is
‘Beauty and Booty.! All that is dear to man—your honor and that of your
wives and daughters— your fortunes and your lives, are involved in t
momentous contest.” The poople were summone | hie ¢
The neighboring planters responded to bis call, pa and m
freely by sending their slaves, by whom, in a short tim carthwork
was thrown up, which was named Camp Pokens, i OYETnOr
of South Carolina. The troops, thus freed from all otk
their time o military dnll, and were scon broughs int ale
efficiency.

The position, apart from ita fortifications, was by n srong
From the foot of the Blue Ridge a plain of abx : o
slopes castward down o the lowland region of the Potomae. This w
plain is broken and intricate, sparsely dot : tali
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tancously in the exhausted and abandone :
socted 1n every direction by streams, clsewhere dos aledd crocks
the local dialect known : 7
which are hardly more than
leading through t }

cipal of these streams, which almost

Pursuing a winding course, with a
east, it drains a ¢
about twelve miles
channel throngh
rocky. At intervals
form fords, which are the

the exception of two brid 0 1
passes the Warrenton turnpike, the other a mere
bum'n l"u!v,i, seven miles .1-*:“""'. on the d
nassas. A mile or so below this is the brid
Alexandria Railway is carried over the
158 Manassas Junet ] 3 (
The Run itself formed an admirable defensive line
the Stone Bridge to the railroad. It could onl

!
the fords, and such was the nature of the appre ild
be maintained against a greatly s 1penor force. Was no necessit r
fortifications, and with the exception of a strong abattis across the road at

the Stone Bridge, there were no artificial defenses on the whole line. The

wooded slopes of the hills furnished masks for batteries better than could
be provided by art.

Beauregard, having securely intrenched himself at Manassas, pushed for-
“:n'rd detachments toward Washington. An outpost was established at
Fairfax Court House, ten miles on the road to Washington, where intrench-
ments were thrown up. The cavalry and light artillery made dashes to
within sight of the Federal works at Arlington Heights, and could catch
glimpses of the dome of the national Capitol, of which they hoped soon to
h\avu possession.  One of the boldest of these dashes was made by Colonel |
(;rugg to the north ~A;f Washington, He penetrated forty-five miles to the
lulumgu, and returning, on the 17th of June, when at Vienna, on the Lou-
don railway, he learned that a train of cars Joaded with Federal soldiers was
at l)axlll. Placing two guns in ambush at a curve of the road, he awaited
thcfr approach, and as they rounded the curve poured in a well-aimed fire, |
which raked the cars from front to rear, killing a number of the soldiers,
and scattering the rest. They then hastily pushed back without suffering |
any loss. With this exception, and a few imimporlant rencounters between

small squads of scouts, there had beeir nio active hostilities between the two
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quietly back to Harper's Ferry. While the smart of the great defeat at

armies of the Potomac. Nor had there been any serious encounters between
the forces to the north of Washington.

JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON.

General Joseph E. Johnston, who had been assigned to the Army of the
Shenandoah, arrived at Harper’s Ferry on the 23d of May, and assumed the
command. He found there nine regiments and two battalions of infantry,
four companies of artillery, with sixteen guns, and about three hundred cav-
alry. He saw at once that the place was untenable against even an equal
force. It was so completely overlooked that it was more favorable to an at-
tacking than a defending force. Patterson, across the Potomac, was watch-
ing him, ready to cross and advance up the valley from the east, while
McClellan, after his successes in West Virginia, was expected to come into
the valley from the west; with these forces in his rear, he would be cut off
from giving any aid in case of need to the Army of the Potomac. He there-
fore wished to abandon Harper’s Ferry, and fall back twenty-five miles to
Winchester, where all the practicable roads from the west and northwest, as
well as from Manassas, meet the main route from Pennsylvania and Mary-
land. But the military authorities at Richmond overruled him, and directed
him still to occupy Harper’s Ferry. On the 13th information came that
Romney, fifty miles to the northwest, had been seized by a strong body of
Federal troops, who were supposed to be the vanguard of McClellan’s army
coming down to form a junction with Patterson, and three days later infor-
mation came that Patterson had crossed the Potomac at Williamsport, and
was apparently advancing up the valley upon Winchester. Johnston then
took the responsibility of abandoning Harper’s Ferry, and threw his army
by a flank movement across Patterson’s presumed line of march. Patterson
at once recrossed the Potomac, and Johnston, having received a dispatch
from Richmond sanctioning the movement which he had already made on
his own responsibility, resumed his original plan, and fell back to Winches-
ter, where he intrenched himself strongly. Here he could oppose McClel-
lan from the west, Patterson from the northeast, or form a junction with
Beauregard at Manassas if necessary. On the 23d of June Patterson again
crossed the Potomac and marched toward Winchester. Johnston slowly re-
tired, and some skirmishing took place, with no decisive results.

McDowell's advance had now been determined upon. In making his es-
timates of the force necessary to accomplish the work before him, he had
stipulated that Johnston should be so “ taken care of” as not to be able to
come to the assistance of Beauregard. This work was intrusted to General
Patterson. Johnston’s army had been increased by eight regiments from
the far South, and about 2500 militia called out from the neighboring coun-
ties in Virginia. As it lay strongly intrenched at Winchester at the middle
of July, it numbered about 18,000 of all arms. Patterson’s army was of
about the same strength. They were almost all volunteer regiments whose
term of service was about to expire; they were dissatisfied with the treat-
ment they had received, and would not stay one hour beyond their time.
Patterson vastly overrated the strength of the enemy, and dared not attack
them; he would rather lose the chance of accomplishing something brilliant,

than, by hazarding his column, endanger the success of the campaign by de- |
feat. So he was satisfied with merely watching Johnston, and endeavoring

to hold him at Winchester. On the 17th of July he received a telegram
from Washington that McDowell had advanced, and that on the next day
Manassas Junction would probably be carried. He believed that Johnston’s
forces were still before him, and that he had detained them until it was too
late for them to assist Beauregard. He lay all the 18th awaiting an attack,
not dreaming that his skillful opponent was then, with all his available force,
on the way to join the Army of the Potomac; and it was only on the 20th,
at the very hour when Johnston was joining Beauregard, that Patterson

learned that he had been thoroughly out-generaled. Tt was too late to re- |

trieve the error, even had he been capable of making a bold movement; and
80, on the 21st, while the fight at Bull Run was going on, Patterson fell

B S v s

o

Bull Run was yet fresh, Patterson was charged with gross negligence, if n
with absolute treachery. A calmer view showed nothing to sustain these

charges. A task had been imposed upon him beyond his powers, and he

failed in accomplishing it. He was simply incompetent, not wantonly neg-
ligent, still less treacherous. The decision of the government, by which he
was honorably discharged from service, was just and proper.

Treason, however, was rife in every department of the government at
Washington. For years a system had been growing up under which the
clerkships in the various departments had been mainly bestowed upon South-
erners. When cabinet ministers and naval and military officers were false,
it could hardly be expected that civil clerks should be true. By their means
the Confederate government was fully informed of every movement made
or contemplated at Washington. The most secret dispatches, and the most
private documents of the government at Washington, were copied and sent
to the authorities at Richmond. A military map of Eastern Virginia had
been prepared by government officials. It was thought to be of such im-
portance that it was furnished only to Federal officers of the highest rank;
yet a copy of it was found on the table of a Confederate captain at Fairfax.

McDowell’s advance was commenced on the morning of the 17th of July.
Beauregard was notified of it from “a trusty source” in time to give orders
in the evening of that day that his advanced brigades should fall back from
Fairfax. He also sent an aid-de-camp to Johnston at Winchester, calling
for assistance, and indicating the point to which his march should be direct-
ed. By the time that this message reached Johnston, he had received direct
communications from Richmond ordering him to go to the support of Beau-
regard. This order was received by Johnston at Winchester at one o’clock
on the morning of the 18th. To comply with this order, Johnston must
cither defeat or elude Patterson. He chose the latter course. Leaving his
sick, nearly 1700 in number, at Winchester, with the Virginia militia, and
posting a strong rear-guard to induce Patterson to believe that his whole
army was still in front, he pushed his whole available force up the Valley
of the Shenandoah, and thence, through Ashby’s Gap in the Blue Ridge, to
the line of the Manassas Railway, which brought him by noon of the 20th
to Manassas Junction, where, in virtue of his superior rank, he assumed the
command of the entire army. He was at Manassas before Patterson dream-
ed that he had left Winchester, two days’ march away. All that he dared
hope was that he had gained a day and a half upon Patterson, who, he pre-
sumed, would join McDowell during the 22d.

McDowell’s advance set out from the camps near Washington on the aft-
ernoon of July 16, but the main body did not commence its march until
daybreak on the following morning, moving in four columns by roads near-
ly parallel. The advance was slow, for the men were unaccustomed to
marching, and were incommoded by carrying the loads to be borne in light
marching order. The roads also had been obstructed, and ambuscades were
to be expected. Fairfax Court House was reached at about noon. The
works thrown up here had been deserted, and the place was seized without op-
position, only a few straggling shots being fired, by which three or four men
were wounded. The greater part of the men had marched only six miles,
and McDowell wished to push on at once to Centreville, six miles farther,
but he was told that the men were worn out, not so much by the distance
marched as by the more wearying work of waiting on foot. So a halt was
ordered for the day. The troops were in high spirits. They looked upon
the falling back of the Confederate forces as the first step in the retreat which
would not cease until Richmond was reached. “It is ardently hoped,”
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picnia excursion ; the men gave themselves up 0 the bumors of

neral servioe of the President of the Southern Confederacy. Some—only 3
few—did not content themselves with these unmilitary displays. They sct
out on predatory excursions 1o the neighboring houses, and came back
swinging their plunder upon their bayonets. Several bouses were sacked
and burned, though no personal injury was inflicted. McDowell repressed
these outrages by a sorrowful and stern order. It is with the deepest mor-
tification,” be said, “ that the commanding general finds it necessary to re-
iterate his orders for the preservation of the property of the inbabitants of

the district occupied by the troops under his command. Tt is again ordered |

that no one shall arrest or attempt 1o arrest any citizen not in arms at the
time, or search, or attempt to search any house, or even 1o enter the same,
without permission. The troops must behave themselves with as much for-
bearance and propriety as if they were at their own homes. They are
bere to fight the enemies of the country, not to judge and punish the un-
armed and defenseless, however guilty they may be.” The severest milita-
ry penalty was threatened for any violation of this order. No more out-
rages were committed. The troops bivonacked under the open sky, the
general and his staff, like the men, sleeping on the ground. Next morning
the army resumed its march, and the whole force, with the exception of
Runyon’s division, which was left at Fairfax, was soon concentrated near
Centreville.

Centreville is a village of a score or two of houses, straggling along a ridge
at the confluence of several roads, about four miles from Bull Run. One
of these roads—the Warrenton turnpike—goes almost due west, crossing the
Run at the Stone Bridge. Another, going southwestward, and crossing the
Run at Blackburn's Ford, goes directly to Manassas Junction, three miles
beyond the stream, connecting by cross-roads with the different fords above
and below. Tyler, whose division now led the advance, reached the village
early on the 18th, and finding that the enemy had fallen back, pushed for-
!l'.lld to make a reconnoissance in the direction of Blackburn'’s Ford, taking
with him four regiments of Richardson’s brigade. They found the enemy
in considerable force hidden in the woods which bordered the Run. Some
sharp though random firing from artillery was interchanged for several
h?un. The New York Twelfth was thrown into confusion; Richardson
wished to charge with the other regiments, and carry the hostile position;
but Tyler, who knew that it was no part of the commanding general’s plan
to bring on an action here, refused his consent. A reconnoissance only had
been intended, and this had been made in stronger force than was desirable.
The troops were accordingly withdrawn. In this skirmish the loss on each
side was about equal. The Confederates lost 15 killed and 53 wounded,

Some dressed themselves in women's clothes, and paraded the | beyond.
fellow donned an imitation of a clerical gown and band, and | tion at Manasmas. His purpose was to gain their rear, and break their rail-
th an open book in his bands stalked through the sireet, reading the fo- |

But it is greatly feared that they will run again. If Beauregard | ed, and 26 missing—83 in all
does not give us battle at Manassas, bis army will bo thus thoroughly de- |

1

McDowell could never have contemplated a march upon Richmond, with
the anmy under his command, in face of the force direetly opposed to him
and of the re-enforeements which could be hurried up from Richmond and
He did not even intend to assail them directly in the strong posi-

way communication both with the forees at Richmond and in the Valley of
the Shenandoah. The two armies of the enemy, cut off from communication
Il back from their

with each other and with Richmond, would be forced to
position threatening the capital, leaving Manassas, the key of the direet route
1o the south, in his banda To accomplish this, he proposed to make a sud-
den movement to the left, cross the Occoquan just below its junction with
Bull Run, and strike a blow at the enemy’s railroad communication in this
direction. He had not, therefore, accompanied bis army in its advance from
Fairfax to Centreville. He had indeed expected to encounter the army at
Fairfax, and was disappointed at their abandonment of that place without
astruggle. The march to Centreville was intended merely as a demonstra-
tion. On the moming of the 18th he set out on a reconnoissance of the
country to his left, through which he proposed to advance. He was soon
convinced that the country in that direction was impracticable for the ad-
vance of his army, and was forced to abandon his first plan and form an-
other. Coming to Centreville, he learned the results of Tyler’s and Rich-
ardson’s reconnoissance to Blackburn's Ford. This showed that the enemy
had done wisely in falling back to the line of Bull Run, and that they were
in too great force there to allow an attempt to force the passage with any
reasonable hope of success; and even if the passage were forced, he would
find himself in front of the strong position at Manassas, which was not to be
desired. Still, something must be done, or the whole expedition would be
an absolute failure; a failure without even an attempt to strike a blow.
What was to be done must be done speedily. A large and the best part of
his force consisted of three months' men, whose term of service was about to
expire. They, at least, had had a few weeks of discipline. The three years'
men were all new to military life. In a few days he would have lost ten
thousand of his best troops. Every day’s delay, while it would probably
add to the strength of the enemy, would diminish his. The march to the
left having been found impracticable, and a direct advance in front being
too dangerous to be risked, the only alternative was to attempt to turn the
enemy’s position on the right. '

From reconnoissances made and information received on the 19th, he
learned that the enemy’s extreme left was at the Stone Bridge, directly in
his front, where the Warrenton turnpike crosses Bull Run; and that some
two or three miles above was Sudley’s Ford, which was unguarded, and
could be reached by an almost unused forest road. The encmy apparently
expected an attack some miles below; if his feeble left conld be turned by
surprise before he could bring up his force to sustain it, it could be forced
back, the turnpike seized, and a detachment sent forward by it to cut the
railroad in the rear of Manassas Junction. This movement, to be success-
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ful, must be a surprise; it must be accomplished before the enemy were pre-
pared to resist it; and, moreover, provision must be made that while a con-
siderable part of the Federal force was thus detached to turn the Confeder-
ate left, his own left should not be turned by the enemy from below.

McDowell’s final plan was based upon these consideration_s. The 19th
and 20th of July were devoted to making the requisite arrangements. Ra-
tions for three days were prepared and distributed, and the details of the
enterprise were arranged. Miles’s division was to be left in reserve near
Centreville; Richardson’s brigade, temporarily detached from Tyler’s divi-
sion, and attached to that of Miles, was to make a demonstration upon Black-
burn’s Ford, holding the enemy there in check. The remainder of Tyler’s
division, composed of the brigades of Schenck, Keyes, anfl Sherman, was to
march straight down the turnpike, threaten the Stone Bridge, and be ready
to cross and advance along the turnpike as soon as the bridge was cleared
of the enemy, meanwhile occupying the forces in their immediate front.
The main attack was to be made by Hunter's and Heintzelman’s divisions,
who were to proceed by the forest road on the right to Sudley’s Ford, cross
the Run, and then, turning sharply down the opposite bank, force the ene-
my’s left below the bridge, and thus clear the way for Tyler to cross. The
march was to be begun at half past two on the morning of Sunday, July
91, Tyler in the advance, going straight down the turnpike to the bridge,
u;-mnAwhich he was to open a cannonade. Hunter and Heintzelman were
to follow for a couple of miles till they came to the road to the right, where
they were to turn off and make their way to their crossing-place at Sudley’s
Ford. It was supposed that Tyler would be ready to open fire at the bridge
by daybreak—a little after four o'clock—and that Hunter and Heintzelman
would be across the Run at six.

The enemy, meanwhile, had not been inactive. Johnston, whom McDowell
had supposed to be detained at Winchester by Patterson, had slipped off un-
perceived with the whole of his available force, and, preceded and accom-
panied by eight regiments, numbering 6000 men, had, on the preceding day,
joined Beauregard at Manassas. He had left the remainder of his force be-
hind, for the Manassas Railway was not able to transport the whole at once;
but he was assured that 5000 more would be sent forward from the Pied-
mont Station in a few hours. Reaching Manassas, in virtue of his superior
rank he assumed the command of the combined forces. He had assumed
that Patterson would discover his departure from Winchester, and, hastening
to join McDowell, would reach him on the 22d, giving him a decided superi-
ority in force; but,in the mean while, if his own expected 5000 came up on
thcvcvening of the 20th, he would, for a night and a day, have the greater
numbers. Beauregard, being thoroughly acquainted with the ground, and
apprised of the approach of the Army of the Shenandoah, had prepared a
plan of battle, to which Johnston at once gave his assent. He proposed to
cross Bull Run below the Stone Bridge with the whole force of the two
armies, and attack McDowell, whom he expected to find lying at Centreville,
before the expected re-enforcements from Patterson should join him. The
Confederate troops were posted with this view, and orders were given for
carrying the movement into effect; but the 5000 from Piedmont did not
come up; the order was countermanded just at daybreak; the Confederates
remained at their posts on their side of Bull Run without attempting their
proposed offensive movement on the Federal left. At that same moment the
Federal army—two hours behind its appointed time—had fairly commenced
its offensive advance upon the Confederate left. If either commander had
fathomed the plans of the other, the battle would have been fought on differ-
ent ground, and probably with a different result.

War has been compared to the game of chess. The parallel fails in many
important particulars. In chess each piece has a fixed and absolute value,
and each player may know exactly his own force and that of his opponent.
He who plays most skillfully must win. In war neither commander knows
the exact value of his own force, and can only conjecture that of his adver-
gary. Above all, there is the great disturbing element of time. A move-
ment which would insure success if made at the right instant, may be use-
less or fatal an hour later. This element of time modified the whole course
of the battle of Bull Run, and in the end decided its result. The Confed-
erate re-enforcements did not come up as was expected, and the order for
attack was countermanded. The Federal forces made their attack some
hours later than was designed, and lost the expected advantage of surprise;
and, finally, when the battle hung in even balance, a Confederate re-enforce-
ment, of which neither side could know, turned the scale.

The two armies opposed to each other at the dawn of July 21 were al-
most equal. McDowell had set out with 35,000 ; of these, Runyon’s division
of 5000 had been left behind to hold the communications with Washington.

At Centreville, on the evening of the 20th, he had 30,000; but among these |
were the Pennsylvania Fourth regiment and the battery attached to the New |
York Eighth: their term expired on the 20th, and they insisted upon their |
McDowell vainly tried to induce them to stay a few days longer. |

discharge.
They refused. They had fulfilled the letter of their enlistment ; and, on the
morning of the 21st, while their conirades were marching forward to battle,

this recreant Pennsylvania Fourth regiment, with the battery of the New |
York Eighth, slunk back to the rear to the sound of the enemy’s cannon. |

Dedueting these dastards, the killed and disabled of the 18th, and the sick
of the various divisions, the Federal army, on the morning of the 21st, num-
bered, within a few hundreds more or less, 28,000 available men. © At that
same time the Confederate Army of the Potomac numbered about 22,000
(by the official statement, exactly 21,833) effective men. Of the Army of
the Shenandoah 6000 had already arrived, making 28,000 in all. During
the battle other re-enforcements to the Confederates came up, raising the
Army ‘of the ‘Shenandoah from 6000 to 833
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ment of 550. The entire force at the command of the Confederate general
was a little less than 81,000.! What portion of either army were brought
into action at each stage of the battle will appear hereafter. McDowell, after
the discharge of the battery of the New York Eighth, had forty-nine guns.
The Confederates had at the commencement of the action precisely the same
number; another battery of four pieces was brought up by the re-enforce-
ments, making fifty-three in all. The Confederate artillery was generally
inferior in calibre and range, but as the firing was at close distance, this dis-
advantage was more than made up by the greater ease and rapidity with
which they could be handled and discharged. The organization of the Con-
federate troops was decidedly superior. They had been brought together
into brigades, under commanders whom they knew, while the greater por-
tion of the Federals had been thus organized only since the march began,
and were to a great extent unacquainted with their commanding officers.
In cavalry the Confederates were much the stronger. They had at least
twelve companies, while the Federals had but four.

The Federal divisions were set in motion by moonlight, at that stillest hour
which just precedes the dawn. The time for each movement was careful-
ly designated. Tyler, who lay in front of Centreville, was to lead the way,
and go straight down the turnpike to the Stone Bridge, which he was to
threaten. Hunter, who was encamped a mile or two in the rear, was to fol:
low for two or three miles along the turnpike till he came to the forest road
branching off to the right toward Sudley’s Ford, where he was to cross the
Run, and then turn sharply down the west bank. Heintzelman was to fol-
low Hunter for about two miles on the forest road, then turn and cross the
Run below him. All were to move at half past two. It was thought that
Tyler would be in position to open fire at daybreak, a little after four; that
Hunter, entering the forest road as soon as daylight enabled him to thread
its tortuous course, would cross the Run at six, followed closely by Heint-
zelman, so that the whole force would be on the expected battle-ground in
the cool of the morning. But a night movement is always liable to inter-
ruptions. These occurred at every step. Tyler occupied the turnpike two
hours longer than was expected, keeping Hunter and Heintzelman so much

8334, besides Hill's Virginia regi- | somew

behind their time. Then the road through the Big Forest was longer and
more difficult than had been supposed, and the passage of the Run was made
at nine instead of six. Three hours were thus lost when minutes were of
priceless worth.

McDowell had anticipated the probability of delay, and wished to move
his columns a few miles forward the preceding night; but he yielded to the
wishes of some of his officers, who thought it wounld be more pleasant to
make but a single march. For the second time within three days he threw
| away a victory which a more enterprising commander would have grasped.

If, instead of halting at Fairfax on the 17th, after a march of only six miles,
| he had pushed on at once to Centreville, the battle of Bull Run would have
been fought two days earlier. The Federals would have gone into action
| two thousand stronger and the Confederates ten thousand weaker on the

' Exactly 80,715, according to the lowest rendering of General Beauregard’s official report.
He may have intended to state the total nnmber at from 600 to 2000 greater, his report being
obscure on this point.  See, on this subject, the note at the end of this chapter.
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The course of Bull Run for half a 1

nearly north and south. The turn I
from Centreville. Beyond the bridge it traverses
half a mile broad, mounts a slight ascent, then sinks again down to a little
hollow, by which a small brook, called Young’s Branch, comes from the
west, and then, making a short turn to the south, finds its way into Bull
Run. The road following the valley of Young’s Branch ascends for a mile |
by an easy slope until it gains the level of the plain abont two miles from
the Run. Here it is crossed by another road winding sonthward from Sud-
ley's Springs. This road formed the western boundary of the battle-field.
The valley of Young's Branch is shaped somewhat like a sickle, lying with |
its edge to the sonth and west. Upon that side the ground rises by a sharp
ascent about a hundred feet to a plateau of an irregular oval form, contain-
ing about one hundred and fifty acres of cleared land, cut up into small
fields, with here and there patches of young oaks and pines. Along the
eastern and southern sides of the plateau was a dense thicket of second-
growth pines, and across the upper edge of the fields a broad belt of oaks
upon both sides of the Sudley road. Near the upper edge of the platean
was a house occupied by Mrs. Henry, and half a mile below another owned
by a free negro named Robinson. Both were small wooden buildings dense-
ly embowered in trees, and surrounded by fences. This plateau, a mile long
from east to west, and half a mile broad from north to south, was the bat-
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ley of Young's Branch slopes gently up to the north in a succession of open,
undulating fields, covered with grass, and dotted over with groves and thick-
ets. This slope was the scene of the battle in the morning.

While the Federal anny was advancing to the attack, the Confederates
were in the same position which they had occupied for some days along the
southwestern side of Bull Run. Ewell's brigade was at Union Mills Ford,
on the extreme right. The brigades of Jones, Longstreet, Bonham, and
Cocke were successively posted close to the Ran, in front of the principal
fords, up to-the Stone Bridge, a distance of cight miles. Between these, but
slightly in their rear, so as to be able to support either of the front brigades
that might be assailed, were the brigades of Holmes, Early, Jackson, and
Bee.  Beauregard, sanctioned by Johnston, assuming all along that the bat-
tle would be fought on his right, had concentrated his main strength upon
that wing, leaving his left at the Stone Bridge comparatively weak. The
front line of brigades consisted wholly of the troops of the Army of the Po-
tomac; those of the Army of the Shenandoah, who were wearied by their
rapid march from Winchester, being placed in reserve in the rear.  But the
battle being fought upon the left, the main brunt fell upon the Army of
the Shenandoah.

Colonel Evans, who beld the extreme Confederate left at Stone Bridge,
deecived by Tyler's demonstrations, notified Beauregard that a strong attack
biad been commenced on that flank. The Confederate commander, tl‘in'cting
that position to be held at all hazards, sent orders that a rapid and determ-
ined attack should be made upon t

be Federal flank and rear at Centreville.
By this movement they expected to achieve a complete victory by noon.
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arated Bull Run from the Federal left.
ler's division, which had been all the morning on the opposite side waiting

This was Sherman’s brigade of Ty-

for an opportunity to cross and take part in the conflict.

Tyler, warned from his observatory in the tree-top of the progress of the
real attack, had withdrawn his feigned assault, and had brought up his three
brigades in front of the Stone Bridge. Assured that the enemy were in no
condition to molest him, he had ordered Sherman’s brigade to cross the Run
above the bridge, and support the forces hotly engaged on the opposite side.
The crossing was effected without opposition, and just before noon Sherman
came upon the field. The Confederates, now attacked by Sherman on the
right, pressed by Burnside and Sykes on their centre, and galled by Porter
on their left, rushed broken and shattered up the slope of the plateau, and
half way across it, beyond the Robinson and Henry honses. Here they met
suppurt.. Jackson, who had been in reserve next behind Bee, had brought
forward his five regiments, and gained the eastern edge of the plateau across
which Bee's broken, though not routed force was flying. ‘“They are beat-
ing us back,” said Bee to Jackson, as they met. “Sir, we will give them
the bayonet,” replied Jackson. Bee, encouraged by Jackson’s firm front,
tried to rally his men. ¢ Here is Jackson,” he cried, “standing like a stone
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walll” The word fitted the mood of the moment. “Stonewalll Stone-
wall!” was passed from man to man; from that moment this became a part.
of the name by which the favorite Confederate leader was known. We
shall have need, in describing the events of the next two years, to speak
often of “Stonewall Jackson.” j

It was now past noon. Jackson’s firm stand had gained a breathing-space
for the Confederates upon the lower, or southeastern brow of the plateau.
Sherman had joined the rear of Hunter and Heintzelman, who, coming down
upon the upper margin of the plateau, had fairly outflanked the Confederate
Jeft. Tyler had brought over Keyes's brigade directly after Sherman’s, and
was menacing the lower edge of the plateau, where the Confederates were
making what seemed their last stand in and in front of the pine thicket.
Howard’s bricade, detached in the morning from Heintzelman’s division, had
been ordered forward, and had secured the Run. Burnside’s brigade, which
had first entered into action, had exhausted its ammunition, and been with-
drawn a little to the rear to replenish it, but could almost immediately be
brought into action. Eighteen thousand men had now passed the Run, and
as the Confederates had been driven clear away from the Stone Bridge, there
was nothing but an undefended abbatis of felled trees to hinder Schenck,
with Tyler’s remaining brigade, from crossing and adding two thousand
more to the force actually engaged. :

Johnston and Beauregard now came upon the plateau. The Confederate
forces there consisted at this moment of Jackson’s five regiments which had
not yet been engaged, and the shattered remains of Bee's and Evans’s com-
mands. These in the morning had numbered about 7500 men, but fully
five hundred had been killed and wounded, so that the Confederate forces on
the field at that moment were about 7000. Their position was strong. The
pine thicket and the clumps of trees afforded admirable shelter. Their ar-
tillery, consisting of thirteen guns, was posted so as to play upon the coming
enemy, and yet so sheltered as to be itself hardly exposed. The first task
of the Confederate commanders was to reorganize the broken regiments.
Johnston placed himself by the colors of the Fourth Alabama, which had
lost all its field-officers, and Bee’s shattered companies rallied around him
on the right. Beauregard, as he posted the lines on the left, where the first
onset of the enemy would fall, addressed the men in sharp and decisive
words. - That position was of the last importance; re-enforcements were
close at hand, but until these came they must hold their posts at all hazards
and against any odds. Order having been restored, and the forces posted,
Johnston took his station at a point from which he could overlook the whole
scene in every direction, and send forward the re-enforcements to the pre-
cise point where they could be most effective, while Beauregard remained
in command of the field. Just beyond a ravine which forms the southern
boundary of the plateau is a commanding elevation, upon which stands a
house known as the “Portico,” or “the Lewis House,” overlooking the
course of the Run above and below, and the field of battle. Here Johnston
took up his head-quarters. Re-enforcements had begun to come up, and by
the time that the Federal right was fairly in position for attack, the Confed-
erates had on the field twelve full regiments of infantry, two hundred and
sixty cavalry, and twenty-two guns, in all about 9500 men, with other re-
enforcements approaching. Against these, upon their left, were advancing
four brigades of the Federal army, with Ricketts’s, Griffin’s, and Arnold’s
batteries, sixteen guns. The brigades were those of Porter, of Hunter’s di-
vision ; Franklin and Wilcox, of Heintzelman’s; and Sherman’s, of Tyler's.
Keyes's brigade, of Tyler's division, was engaged far to the left. In all,
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13,000 men and sixteen guns were fairly in movement against the Confed-
erates on the plateau. - . ‘

The Federal right now moved confidently down along the Sudley road
upon the Confederate left, sorely galled by the fire from the artillery, which
was admirably served. But they pressed on up the slope, outflanked the
enemy’s line, and seized upon the upper edge of the plateau. Ricketts’s and
Griffin’s artillery led, and took up position after position. The enemy’s
strongest position was on a swell west of the Henry house; a little to the
south was another hill which commanded this. If that could be gained and
held, the whole plateau would be commanded. The two batteries were or-
dered here, with the New York Eleventh as their support. Of this regi-
ment, commonly designated as Ellsworth’s Zouaves, high anticipations had
been formed. Men had heard fabulous stories of the achievements of the
French Zouaves in Algeria and the Crimea. Ellsworth had come from the
West to New York at the head of a company whom he had trained to mar-
velous perfection in the Zouave drill. He had speedily recruited a regiment
in New York, in a great measure of the class from which the French Zouaves
were supposed to have been drawn. That they were not, when in camp,
very pleasant neighbors, even to their friends, was admitted ; but that they
would be still less so to the enemy was sure. No one doubted that in ac-
tion they would stand fire; and, above all, it was thought that every man
of them was sworn to avenge the slaying of Ellsworth. The Zouaves went
forward with bravado enough. Some of them had thrown off their gay
jackets, that they might “ fight freer.” But when they came in sight of a
Confederate regiment half hidden by a clump of pines, and at the same mo-
ment saw two mounted companies coming down upon them by a road
through the woods, their courage vanished. They broke in utter confusion,
and the cavalry rode straight through them, harming scarcely a man. A
few of the Zouaves kept presence of mind enough to fire random shots at
the horsemen, killing four, wounding one, and dispersing the whole body.
But the regiment of Zouaves was scattered. Farnham, their colonel, and
some of the officers, tried gallantly to stem the rout; many of the men fell
in with other regiments, and did good service as skirmishers; but as a regi-
ment it was wholly dispersed, not a few of the members heading the flight,
and being among the first to bring to Washington and New York tidings
of the rout, with wild stories of their own prowess on the fatal field, where
they had shown themselves such arrant cowards.!

At about the same time, a little past two, Keyes's brigade of Tyler’s divi-

! This is the whole story of the famous charge of the ‘‘ Black Horse Cavalry” upon the Zounaves,
with accounts of which the newspapers of the day were filled. By way of sample, we quote, with
| abridgments, some paragraphs of these reports.  One of the lieutenants of the regiment writes :

“The Zouaves rushed out of the woods only to find themselves the target for another body of
infantry beyond, while the Black Horse Cavalry were seen charging full upon them. They form-
ed hastily in line, kneeling, semi-kneeling, and standing, that, Ellsworth fashion, they might re-
ceive their enemies with successive volleys. On came the Horse, splendidly mounted. To an early
discharge from the cavalry the Zouaves made no response, althongh several of the men were killed,
but waited patiently until the enemy were almost upon them, when, in quick succession, the three
ranks fired. The shock to the rebels was great; but they rallied, and attempted a renewal of the
charge, for which they paid dearly. They were completely shattered, broken up, and swept away.
Not more than a hundred of them rode off, and as they went their ears were saluted with ¢ One,
two, three, four, five, six, seven, tigah, Zouave "”...... Another Zouave says: ““ The Black Horse
E Guard came upon the Zonave regiment at a gallop, and were received by the brave firemen upon
| their poised bayonets, followed instantly by a volley, from which they broke and fled. They quick-
| ly returned, with their forces doubled—perhaps six or seven hundred—and again dashed, with
fearful yells, upon the excited Zouaves, and the slaughter commenced. No quarter, no halting,
no flinching now, marked the rapid and death-dealing blows of our men as they closed in upon
the foe in their madness and desperation. Our brave fellows fell; the ranks filled up; the sabres,
bowie-knives, and bayonets glistened in the sunlight; horse after horse went down ; platoon after
platoon disappeared—the rattle of musketry, the screams of the rebels, the shout of ¢ Remember
Ellsworth !” from the lungs of the Zouaves, and the yells of the wounded and crushed belligerents,
filled the air, and a terrible carnage succeeded. The gallant Zouaves fought to the death, and
were sadly cut up; but of those hundreds of Black Horse Guards, not many left that bloody ren-
counter.”
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The great struggle of the day was goin
plateau. A Confederate battery
and Bee's brigades, had been posted in a small open fis
southeast of the Henry house, just below the crest of a low clevar
this shelter it poured in a fierce fir ral colums
southwardly along the Sudley
head, now the extreme Federal t, b
with their supports, formed the extreme Confederate left. Five hund
yards southeast of these—a thousand from the H !

of thirteen

fifty feet above the general level, and hal al the rides bel
which the Confederates were posted. ¥ 1t nfederat
could be completely enfiladed. It was th 1e position.  Whoever
held that hill with artillery, held the plateau. hill had just been seized

by the batteries of Griffin and Ricketts, and the Zounaves had been ordered
up as supports, while the Federal column coming from the north had passed
the Henry house, and was bearing down upon the Confederate position. It
was now almost three o'clock. Beauregard, informed that re-enforcements
were close at hand, pushed forward his whole line to recoyer the platean
Jackson advanced his “stone wall” against Ricketts and Griffin. The
Zouaves, catching sight of his line and the two compauies of cavalry, broke
and fled ignominiously. Heintzelman ordered up the First Minnesota, the
nearest regiment, to take their place. As they emerged from the wooded
road down which they had come, and passed the crest of the hill, they found
themselves face to face within fifty yards of a body of troops. The two lines
had now become so intermingled that from position alone neither could tell
friend from foe. Gorman, the colonel of the Minnesota regiment, was at a
loss; Griffin was equally uncertain; some one had told them that this was
another of Heintzelman's regiments. Heintzelman, apparently also in doubt,
dashed between the two regiments, within pistol-shot of either. The enemy

hesitated in like manner for a few moments, But the pause was brief. Each
caught sight at the same moment of the eolors of the other, and poured in
a deadly fire. The two Federal batteries offered a conspicuous mark. A
third of the eannoneers and half of the horses were shot down at the first
volley, and the batteries were disabled. They had played a conspicuous
part in the action of the day, and now, when they were to be most wanted,
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New York Sixt . “Now, boys, is your time,” shout-
ed Corcoran, their . as they rushed into action. They held the crest

for barely a quarter of an hour, and then fell back in disorder.

The advantages sained by the Confederates had been dearly won. Bee
and Bartow, who had been all day long in the thickest of the fight, fell al-
most side by side near the Henry house; Jackson was wounded, but still
};n‘lll the li-'l-l; many other of the best officers had been killed or wonnded
In spite of these checks, the Federal gcucrals
were still confident of victory. “The enemy was evidently disheartened
and broken,” says McDowell. “ Every thing was in favor of our troops,
and promising decisive victory,” says Burnside, at four o'clock. *The pres-
tige of success had thus far attended the efforts of our gallant but inexperi-
enced troops,” says Porter. Single regiments had been sent forward to the
ridge who had been driven back overmatched ; but now a determined as-
sault was to be made by a strong column. The flags of eight regiments,
though borne somewhat wearily, were pointed to the hill from which the
disordered masses of the Confederates were seen, or thought to be seen,
hastily retiring. But before this final and decisive charge was made upon
the crest near the Henry house, which had now become the centre of the
field, the whole Federal right came rushing down in utter rout, men, horses,

in the tll’."lu‘l':lll‘ struggle.
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and caissons mingled together in the wildest confusion. The instant that
this hot torrent of fugitives touched a regiment which had before seemed
solid, it melted away like a snow-bank before a jet of steam. The panic
spread from regiment to regiment, and in a quarter of an hour the whole
Federal force was transformed from an army into a frightened crowd.

To understand whence came the blow which so suddenly shattered the
Federal right, we must go back to the Lewis house, where Johnston, with
the whole field before him, was watching the progress of the fight in his
front and the arrival of re-enforcements from his rear. All day long he had
been harassed by groundless apprehensions that Patterson was close at hand.
At ten o'clock he saw a column of dust rising up in the northwest, such as
might be raised by an army on the march. This may have been a cloud
blown up by a gust of wind, or have been raised by McDowell’s columns
near Sudley’s Ford; but Johnston suspected that it indicated the approach
of Patterson. Again, at two o’clock, an officer galloped up from Manassas
with the report that a Federal force had reached the railway, and were now
close upon the position which Beauregard was so stoutly defending. Upon
the heels of this unwelcome messenger came another with tidings that this
force was Kirby Smith’s brigade of the Army of the Shenandoah. John-
ston’s course was now clear. An hour or two before he had ordered Cocke
to bring up his brigade from the edge of Bull Run; but, learning that this
position was threatened from across the stream, he had countermanded the
order. It was now repeated, and Cocke’s brigade, four regiments strong,
came upon the field. In half an hour Fisher’s North Carolina, and Cash’s
and Kershaw’s South Carolina regiments, from Bonham’s brigade, came up
from below, followed almost at the same moment by Kirby Smith from
Manassas with half of the long-awaited re-enforcements from Piedmont.
Smith had started at daylight by rail, reaching the Junction at noon with
four regiments and a battery. Leaving a weak regiment at the Junction,
with the other three he had hurried across the fields to the Lewis house.
Early’s three regiments came up from their position down the Run just after
Smith.

To the twelve regiments with which Beauregard had for two hours held
the field, thirteen were now added. The re-enforcements were skillfully di-
A part were sent to strengthen Beauregard’s line, which had just
begun to advance. Among these were Smith’s division. He himself was
wounded, and the command devolved upon Elzey. A part made a circuit
south and west to and beyond the Sudley road, outflanking the Federal
right, fell upon its flank and rear, and hurled it in wild confusion upon the
column just ready to assail the Confederate line near the Henry house. In
fifteen minutes all was lost. The whole Federal force was swept clear off
the platean and up the slopes beyond the Sudley road, which swarmed with
crowds of flying, disorganized troops, through whom dashed riderless horses
and artillery teams driven at utmost speed. Regiments which a few min-
utes before stood firm, melted away at a touch. = Some of the officers strove
by entreaties and threats to rally their commands; but they would not
stand even when beyond the reach of the Confederate fire. It was not a
retreat; it was a flight; a rout as complete as any battle-field eversaw. Yet
three regiments standing firm for half an hour, and presenting a “stone
wall” behind which their broken comrades should rally, might even then
have changed the issue of the day. A decisive victory could hardly have
been won, but the Confederates could have been repulsed, and the result
would have been a drawn battle. The odds were indeed at the moment
against the Federals, but they were less than those against which the Con-
federates had held their ground for hours. MecDowell had upon the imme-
diate field 13,000 men. In half an hour he could have brought up Burn-
side’s troops, who had been out of action since noon; Keyes's regiments,
which were wholly intact; and Schenck’s brigade, which had not been in
action, but, having cleared away the abattis, were on the point of crossing
the Stone Bridge—in all 7000 men, which would have given him 20,000.
To oppose these the Confederates had 19,000. They had brought up every
man who would be within reach for two hours.  But no orders were given
to bring up the Federal re-enforcements, and scarcely an attempt to present
a front to the enemy. The New York Sixty-ninth, indeed, formed for a
short time into an irregular square against a body of cavalry, and repelled
their charge, but it soon broke and joined in the flight. Its colonel, Cor-
coran, became separated from his men, and was made prisoner. He was,
by special order of the Confederate government, “confined in a cell appro-
priated to convicted felons,” as hostage for certain privateers who had been
captured by the Federals and put orr trial for piracy. After a year’s cap-
tivity he was exchanged, and was made brigadier general, his commission
dating from the day of the battle of Bull Run.

The only real opposition to the pursuit of the Confederates was made by
Sykes, with his eight companies of regulars,
straight through the crowds of flying troops, vainly attempting to rally
them, threw themselves in the way of the advancing enemy, whom they
held in check until the broken regiments had gained a fair start. The:\'
then slowly retired, always showing a firm front, and covering the escape
of those who were fleeing toward Sudley’s and the fords below. They were
the Tast to leave the field, and the only force opposed to the enemy in this
quarter.

Jefferson Davis came upon the field just after the victory had been won.
The Confederate Congress had been “allowed to meet at Richmond on the
20th.” On that day the President had delivered his message, and in the
evening had received tidings of the impending battle. He set out by rail-
way for Manassas next morning, at the very moment when Tyler’s first gun
was fired, reached the Junction at four, mounted, and rode to Johnston’s
head-quarters at the Lewis house, and thence to the battle-field in time to

rected.

who marched to the right |

MIOHAEL COROORAN.

see the broken regiments of the Federals flying in the distance. He sent a
glowing dispatch to Richmond. ‘Night,” he said, “has closed upon a hard-
fought field. Our forces were victorious. The battle was fought mainly on
our left. Our force was 15,000 ; that of the enemy estimated at 35,000.”
Writing before the smoke of battle had cleared away, it is not strange that
he doubled the strength of the Federals, and diminished by one third that
of the Confederates.

The victors were in no condition to make a vigorous pursuit. One half
of their infantry had been for hours under fire; the other half were exhaust.
ed by their rapid march and strenuous assault. A few of the freshest regi-
ments started in pursuit, but were soon recalled ; none of them went a mile.
The artillery, which all day long had played an important part, were, with
the exception of a few light guns, equally unavailable. The rest, from their
positions, played upon the fugitives with little effect. The pursuit devolved
wholly upon the cavalry. Of the dozen companies nearly all were now at
hand. Stuart, whose charge had scattered the Zouaves, went upon the heels
of those who were flying toward the upper fords, but the firm line of Sykes’s
regulars in the rear forbade any serious attack. They picked up many
stragglers who had fallen out of the line of flight, but accomplished no more.
Radford, with six companies—barely five hundred men—crossed the Run
below the Stone Bridge, came upon the turnpike, and pressed upon the rear
of the Federals. Schenck had just cleared away the abattis at the bridge,
when he received intelligence of the rout, and that the army was retreating.
He fell back toward Centreville, leaving the road open for the light battery
of the Confederates to come on behind.

By various routes the Federal troops had now crossed the Run and gained
the turnpike, along which they pressed in one confused mass. Here and
there a regiment presented something like a military form, but intermingled
with these was a crowd of officers, soldiers, and civilians, on foot, mounted,
and in carriages. When the tidings of an impending battle reached Wash-
ington, all the idlers in the capital rushed forward to see the sight. Con-
gressmen, newspaper correspondents, and loungers of every grade besieged
the livery-stables. The man who had a horse or carriage for hire was
lucky; he could let it at a war risk. All that long July day a constant
stream ponred out from Washington. Encouraged by the reports of the
morning’s success, many had ventured beyond Centreville; some had even
crossed the Run. There was no one to hinder, and they went where they
listed. This advancing current met the receding one. The opposing streams
made a whirlpool, the vortex of which was where the road crossed the nar-
row bridge over Cub Run. Just below another human stream had poured
in down the forest road up which Hunter and Heintzelman had marched in
the morning. Behind were the Confederate cavalry, their hundreds multi-
plied in apprehension to thousands. An occasional sharp report, and a shot
dropping here and there, showed that the pursuers had artillery—how many
guns no man could know. All struggled and fought to pass the narrow
bridge, beyond which lay safety. The light guns of the pursuers came with.
in long range and opened fire. A shot struck a caisson on the bridge, over
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THE BATTLE-FIELD OF BULL RUN. T4
This map ghows the topography of the ficld, and the principal positions during the battle, Bull Run being about half a mile to the east. A A scene of the Confederate repulte in the morning. B B Confederate stand on
Hei:

the southern edge of the plateau. O

O Burnside withdrawn from the action after the fight of the morning. D D general line of advance of the united col of Porte:

and Sherman upon the Confederate =

0] T, .
right. E E Keyes's movement after the separation of his brigade from that of Sherman, of Tyler's division. H H final advance of the Confederates. K K advance of the last Confederate re-enforcements. M hill where
Griffin's and Ricketts's batteries were disabled. N Sykes's stand with the regulars after the rout. The figures denote the elevation above the level of Bull Run. >

turned it, and blocked up the passage. The artillery horses were cut from
their traces, and mounted by their drivers. Wagons loaded with ammuni-
tion, ambulances freighted with wounded, guns which had been dragged so
far, were abandoned. A full third of the lost artillery was left here. The
Confederate guns poured their shot into the writhing mass. Somehow the
throng cleared itself; some got over the bridge; some crossed the stream
above, some below. Once fairly beyond Cub Run, the fugitives found them-
selves in presence of Blenker's regiment, hastily drawn up in a firm line.
Through this they were suffered to pass, and were beyond reach of harm.
Almost twenty thousand men had been driven for miles by scarcely five
hundred, and had left behind every thing but their lives. Evening had now
closed in upon the rout. In the gathering darkness some squadrons of
Confederate cavalry came up to Blenker's outposts. They were met by a
fire, and wheeled back. For an hour or two they hovered around, and then
retired across Bull Run.

Miless division, 7000 strong, which had been left in reserve, had not been
wholly inactive. Blenker’s brigade was left in guard at Centreville. The
brigades of Davis and Richardson marched down to Blackburn’s Ford, near
where the skirmish of three days before had been fought. A slow fire was
openefl upon the opposite bank, to which no reply was made, and no enemy
was visible except at long distances until about eleven oclock ; then sud-
fien}y the opposite bank seemed full of them. They moved back and forth
In a puzzling way. Now they seemed to be massing themselves as if to
cross the Run in force ; a small body was sent across who drove in the Fed-

eral skirmishers, but were in turn driven back by artillery. Then they ap-
peared to be retreating—before the attack on their left, as Richardson sup-
posed. Again the tide turned, and still larger masses were concentrated.
These troops were the brigades of Jones and Longstreet, who had received
the order to fall upon the Federal left, and were preparing to execute it
when it was countermanded because a similar order sent to Ewell had mis-
carried. The Federal commanders little knew the peril from which they
had escaped. It was owing to sheer accident that they were not assailed by
a threefold force, while the rest of the army was miles away, utterly beyond-
reach of giving them support.

So the day went on till past five o’clock, when an order came to retreat
upon Centreville and endeavor to hold that position, for the attack upon the
right had failed, and McDowell was retreating in utter rout. Richardson
and Davis fell back, and took up a position to protect the retreating regi-
ments from below, while Blenker guarded them in front. =

The conduct of Miles, the commander of the division, had been singular
all day. Several times he rode over to the posts of Davis and Richardson,
changed the dispositions which they had made, countermanded the orders
which they bad given, and then hurried back to his quarters at Centreville.
Toward evening Richardson had established his defensive line, when, re-
turning to one of the regiments, he found that it had been entirely altered.
He inquired by whose orders it had been done, and was told by Stevens,
the colonel, that it was by express order of Miles. “Why the change was
made,” he added, “I do not know; but I have no confidence in Colonel
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endeavor to accomplish even this McDowell divided his army, leaving one
| third around Centreville, bardly five miles from where he knew the centre
of the main force of the enemy to be, and stretching the other over ten miles
of road, with an interval between the wings so wide that cither might have
been crushed without the least possibility of aid from the other. Had the
Confederate commanders understood the design of McDowell, their wisest
course would have been to have allowed him to pass the Stone Bridge with-
out opposition, and so separate Tyler, Hunter, and Heintzelman as widely
as he pleased from Miles. Two courses would then have been open: to
fall upon Miles and annihilate him; or to march up Bull Run on the pre-
cise route by which their re-enforcements actually were brought up, throw
themselves between Miles and Tyler, and assail the rear of the latter. The
advancing columns of the Federals would have been thus cut off by superior
force from their base of supplies at Centreville. They had set out with ra-
tions for three days, and only ammunition for a single battle, with no pro-
vision for a renewal. The Federal army having been thus effectually divided
"l,{: its commander, either part might have been attacked and destroyed.
e Confederate generals, not dreaming that the great movement had so
small a purpose, assumed that its design was to interpose between Manassas
and their army lying along Bull Ran. They therefore ordered the position
at the Stone Bridge to be held at all hazards, and brought up their forces to
repel what they presumed to be the movement upon Manassas. At the same
time, as the most effective method of relieving their threatened left flank,
ordered a determined attack by their right and centre upon the rear
and left flank of the Foderals at Centreville.  Had a successful attack been
made bere, as McDowell says, “ our whole force would have been irretrieva.
bly cut off and destroyed.” The accidental miscarriage of the order sent to
Ewell was all that prevented this result.

The long withdrawal from action of Burnside's brigade is wholly inex-
plicable. The battle of the moming was over by noon. It had lasted less
than two hours. Burnside had not suffered severely, and his men were in
perfect order, and confident of victory. - Their ammunition had indeed be-
come well-nigh exhausted, and they were very properly withdrawn a little
to the rear to replenish it. This was only partially accomplished at half
past four, when Bamside reccived orders to protect the retreat. More than
foar hours were thrown away, while a flerce action was going on in plain
sight at the distance of scarcely a mile.

Hardly less unaccountable s the long delay of Schenck’s brigade at the

mond, of whom 871 were unwounded. Deduoting these from the total loss,
there remain 2180 killed and wounded. According to the usaal mtio of |
casualties in battle, the Federal loss must have been aboat 860 killed and |
1630 wounded. They lost 27 cannon, of which 10 were captared on the
field, and the remainder abandoned in various stages of the pursuit—a large
part of themat the crossing of Cab Run—besides 4000 muskets, 4500 sets
of accoutrements, and a considerable quantity of ammunition. ‘
We have described the baitle of Ball Run in detail bocause it presents |
an epitome of the errors which marked the conduct of the Federals durning |
the first months of the war. The conception was unwise; the plan faulty;
the execution imperfect. The conception was unwise, because defeat was
more than PN“IMQ and litle real ml\'anmg-r oould be gained b'\‘ entire suc-
ocss. All that could be gained was a temporary interruption of railroad
communications. When the second plan of operations was decided upon,
which it was supposed would bring on a battle with an enemy presumed to |
be of not inferior force, strongly posted, McDowell still left one fifth of his |
army behind at Fairfax, more than ten miles from the battle-field, where |
they eounld be of no use. He could not expect to rout the Confederates, |
and either destroy their army or drive them from their strong post at Ma-
nassas. That point was to be carefully avoided in any case. If repulsed
by surprise at Stone Bridge, the Confederates could at worst full back be-
hind the guns of Camp Pickens. The only real object songht to be gained
by the battle of the 21st was to cat the railroad connection near Gainesville,
ten miles in a straight line from Centreville, and thus break up the commu-

| after Keyes marched elear above

Stone Bridge. From eight in the morning the passage was only obstructed
by an abattis, and defended by four companies of infantry with two guns.
This weakness could not, indecd, be known at once: but before eleven Ty-
ler was assured that the enemy had no foree in that quarter, and crossed the
Run with Sherman's and Keyes's brigades.  The weak guard at the bridge
was swept away by noon, when Bee and Evans fell back, and very soon
and beyond the vacant position which it
There was nothing in the way buat the abattis, which could
ave been avoided by a slight detour on either side, or removed in a few

bad cocupied
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minutes. No attempt to remove it was made for almost four bours, and then
the removal was made just in time to open the road for a few Confederate
guns to come down upon the rear of the flying army.

Koyes's movement also, though gallantly made, was without significance
in the general result. Every step after the assault at the Robinson house
took bim farther and farther from the spot where he was wanted, clear out
of sight of the battle, of the result of which he was ignorant until the order
reached him to join in the retreat. As it was, he was almost cat off. The
forces of Burnside, Schenck, and Keyes, or any one of them, at the hill, might
probably bave secured a victory, or, at all events, could have prevented the
utter rout.

The Confederate commanders, who had held their position against great
odds, threw a superior force at the decisive moment upon the decisive point,
and so won a victory as decisive and complete as is recorded in the annals
of war.

NOTE ON THE BATTLE OF BULL RUN.

Sorrces axp Aurnormmies.—The main sources for the history of the battle of Bull Run are
the reports of the commanders on both sides, The newspaper accounts, Northern and Southern,
are of listle value. The system of ** War Correspondence,” which furnishes abundant and vala-
able information respecting the later periods of the war, had not yet been fairly organized. The

of the day ab 1 in misapprehensions and exaggerations. In the Southern pa-
pers the number of the Federals is stated any where from 50,000 to 135,000, with from 75 1o 150
guns, and regular cavalry by the thousand. The Northern papers were filled with accounts of

d, intr earried, ked bat 1. But the battle was
(ongh;:sou g 1 which side had ipated. Until after ten o’clock in the morning
there not been a single soldier upon the plateau, and

L not a yard of intrenchment was thrown
up, and, with the exception of the abattis at the Stone Bridge, there were no artificial defenses
nearer than Cam|

p Pickens, almost ten miles distant. Neither were there any masked batteries.
Confederate artillery was, indeed, very judicionsly posted, every advantage being taken of the
formation of the ground. Thus Imboden’s battery of four guns was placed by Bee early

a ravine ranning down the slope of the platean in front of the Henry house, opening
the rosd by which Porter’s brigade and HeintZzelman's division were advancing.
mouth of this ravine was a slight swell, behind the crest of which the guns were shel-
hich they played upon the Federal columns.  When Bee and Evans were driven
retreat took them to the east of this battery, whieh was left wholly unsupported.
ree hoars Imboden never saw a Confederate except those belonging to his own
a fire upon the Federal colomns until his guns became so
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and Ricketta's batteries, bat so well was he covered by the slight swell before him that only three
men were harmed by fragments of exploding shells; and at last, when the Federal column was
close upon him, by going up the ravine he carried away all his guns except one, which was disabled
by the accidental breaking of the axle. This was the only semblance of a masked battery npon the
field. Neither was there any hand-to-hand fighting. The battle was wholly an affair of artillery
and musketry. It is doubtful whether, until the rout, there was a bayonet-thrust or a sword-cat
given on either side. The misstatoments of the newspapers have been reproduced and multiplied
in most of the formal accounts of the batle. Thus a Colonel Estvan, who professes to have been
with the Confederate army, says that Beanregard had 65,000 infantry and 4000 cavalry, including
“ Kirby Smith'’s corps of 30,000 men, which came up at the close of the action.” ile also a little
more than donbles the Confederate loss. He brings General Scott on the battle-field, when he
was never nearer it than Washington ; describes the conduct of Ewell's, Holmes's, Longstreet's,
and Jones's brigades, none of which were in the action; and narrates an interview on the field be-
tween Davis, Johnston, and Beauregard, at a moment when the first was half way between Rich-
mond and Manassas, the second at the Lewis house, and only the third on the field. Estvan’s
book was first published in England. It is false in every possible particular. Some American
writers have given accounts hardly less incorrect.—MecDowell’s report of the battle itself is vague
and indefinite. The reports of the division, brigade, and regimental commanders are mainly de-
voted to the special operations of their several commands; bat by comparing and collating the
whole, a fair idea mnyz gained of the phascs of the action on the Federal side.—Johnston's re-

rt is, as far asit goes, clear and intelligitde. It is chiefly valnable as affording means of correct-
ing some important misstatements in that of Bennregar&.—Bannmgml's report, made out more
than a month after the battle, is elaborate and minate. |]e;_hu“;ever. studiously exaggerates the

m. All this time he kept up
that it was dangerous 0 load them. During all this time he was fired upon by Griflin's

force of the Federals at each important , and as usly un his own. Butin




is clearly er . :
PATTERSON umy Jonsstox.—* About one o'clock on the morning of the 18th I received from
the government a telegraphic dispatch, informing me that the Northern army was advancing upon
Manassas. . . . The best service which the Army of the Potomac could render was to prevent the
defeat of that of the Potomac. To be able to do this, it was necessary, in the first instance, to de-
feat General Patterson or to elude him. The latter course was most speedy and certain, and
was therefore adopted.  Our sick, nearly 1700 in number, were provided for in Winchester. For
the defense of that place the militia of Generals Carson and Meem seemed ample; for I thought
it certain that General Patterson would follow my movement as soon as he discerned it. Evading
him by the disposition made of the advance guard under Colonel Stuart, the army moved through
Ashby's Gap to Piedmont, a station on the Manassas Gap Railroad. Hence the infantry were
to be transported by the railway, while the cavalry and artillery were ordered to continue their
march. I reached Manassas about noon on the 20th.” [Here follows a list of the troops with
him, amounting to a little more than nine regiments, 6000 men, as.sl:awd by. Bﬁnumgnrd.] ““The
president of the railroad company had assured me that the remaining troops [elsewhere stated
at 5000 men] “should arrive during the day. ... T regarded the arrival of the remainder during
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1300; Hampton's legion, 400; Kirby Smith’s, 9
ing regiments of infantry, of which the numbers are not sta
Mississippi, of the Army of the Shenandoah; Cash's and
Cocke's whole brigade of five regiments; and Early's brigade
regiments, equal to 9000 men, making 18,400 infantry. There is
ation.of the cavalry and artillery ; but at least ten companies are
which brings the entire Confed force lly on the plateau at
tle more than 19,000 men. The remaining ll,OOOw(o;se
consisted of Holmes’s, Ewell’s, Jones's, Longstreet's, a: t
The Federal forces engaged, or in a position to be brought into act
isted, as stated in the text, of the 18,000 who crossed the Run,

the night as certain, and Patterson’s, with the Grand Army, on the 22d as probable.”
Report. X L e

{’xtwrson, at a pubiic dinner on the 16th of November, made a speech, explaining and vindi-
cating his conduct. The following are the essential points, as given in the newspapers of t‘he day.
On the 12th of July he wrote to General Scott, proposing to go to Harper’s Ferry and Charles-
ton, and asking when Manassas would be attacked ; he was informed that the attack would be on
the 16th. On the 13th he was directed, *“ If not strong enongh to beat the encmy early next
week, make demonstrations to detain him in the valley of Winchester.” He made the d‘emon-
strations, and, on the 16th, drove the enemy’s pickets into the intrenchme at W ster.
Three days before he had written to General Scott, informing him that Johnston was in a position
to have his strength doubled, and asked for instructions ; but none came. 9n the 17th b;cut: wl:
egraphed, <“To-morrow the Junction will probably be carried.” He that he had
Johnston the appointed time, and that the work of his column was (éone. On the 18th, at half
past one in the morning, he telegraphed and asked, “ Shall I attack?” but received noreply. He
expected to be attacked where he was [Johnston was then on the point of setting out to join
Beauregard] ; and if Manassas was not to be attacked on that day, *‘he ought to have been or-
dered down forthwith to join in the battle, and the attack delayed until he came. He could have
been there on the day the battle was fought, and his assistance might have produced a different
result.”  On the 20th he heard that Johnston had marched with 35,000 Confederates and a large
artillery force in a southeasterly direction. [This must have been at about the hour when John-
ston reached Manassas, whither he had marched with a little more than 11,000 men.] He tele-
graphed the information to General Scott, and knew that the message was received the same day.
In accordance with instructions, he came to Harper’s Ferry on the 21st.—In a letter written on
that day from Harper’s Ferry, General Patterson states, ‘“ I could have turned Johnston’s position,
and have attacked him in the rear; but he had received large re-enforcements from Mississip}i,
Alabama, and Georgia, a total force of over 85,000 Confederate troops and 5000 Virginia militia.
My force is less than 20,000 —ninetecn regiments, whose term of service was up, or will be within
a week. All refused to stay one hour over their time but four. Five regiments have gone home ;
two more go to-day; and three more to-morrow. To avoid being cut off, I fell back and occu-
pied this place.” At the time when Patterson with his 20,000 men was expecting to be attacked
and cut off, the Confederates had near him only the Virginia militia, about 6000, and the 1700
sick at Winchester. All the others were then either at or near Manassas. Johnston had thus
completely deceived Patterson both as to the number and position of his army.

Tue Forces.—‘“ McDowell’'s army at Centreville numbered within a fraction of 30,000, with
55 pieces of artillery” [of these, six pieces, belonging to the New York Eighth, were thrown out of
service, leaving 49 pieces.—Report of Major Barry, Chief of Artillery]. ‘“ A Pennsylvania regi-
ment and a New York artillery company were discharged on the evening of the 20th, which, with
the sick, reduced the effectives to about 28,000."—Report of Major Barnard, Chief of Engineers.

Beauregard, having mentioned that General Holmes had been directed to push forward his bri-
gade from Fredericksburg, and that Hampton's legion of six companies of infantry, having ar-
rived that morning by the cars from Richmond, was subsequently, as soon as it arrived, ordered
forward,” proceeds to give the following summary of his force: *“The effective force of all arms
of the Army of the Potomac on that eventful morning, including the garrison at Camp Pickens,
did not exceed 21,833, and 29 guns. The Army of the Shenandoah ready for action on the field
may be set down at 6000 men and 20 guns—that is, when the battle began; Smith’s brigade and
Fisher's North Carolina came up later, and made the total of the Army of the Shenandoah en-
gaged, of all arms, 8334. Hill's Virginia regiment, 550, also arrived, but was posted as a reserve
to the right flank. The brigades of General Holmes mustered 1265 bayonets, 6 guns, and a com-
pany of cavalry about 90 strong.” It is not quite clear, from the foregoing statement, whether
Beauregard includes Holmes’s and Hampton’s forces in the Army of the Potomac. We have as-
sumed that they were included, making the entire Confederate force 31,000 effcctive men. If
they are not included, the Confederate force would be raised to about 33,000.

A considerable part of the force on either side was not brought into actual service at any stage
of the action. The battle presented three distinet periods, the precise time of which can not be
given with absolute precision.  As a general rule, the Confederate reports place them about half
an hour earlier than those of the Federals. The exact moment is of little consequence.  We give
the time only by approximation. These periods are, First, The fight in the morning, from 10} to
12, when the Confederates were repulsed. Second, The Confederate stand on the plateau from
12 to 3. Third, The advance of the Confederates and the rout of the Federals, from 3 to 4. The
following is a statement of the forces actually engaged at each of these periods, gathered from the
official reports on both sides. In all cases where actual numbers are furnished in the reports,
these are given. In other cases, a “‘regiment” is assumed to have consisted of 750 effective men,
and a “‘company,” whether of artillery, cavalry, or infantry, of 75. Some were stronger and
some weaker; but this is the average. The numbers given are those with which the regiments
went into action; ‘the losses at the several periods were so nearly equal as not materially to vary
the general result.

1. The Fight in the Morning.

The Confederate force actually engaged consisted of Bee’s brigade [“2732 bayonets,” Beaure-
gard, besides officers and artillery], 3000 men, and 11 companies of Evans’s, with artillery, 900 men
—in all, about 3900. The Fede actually engaged consisted of Burnside’s brigade, four regi-
ments, with two companies of artillery—3200 men in all, and Sykes's eight companies of regulars,
600 strong, together making 3800 men. Porter’s artillery had begun to play upon the Confed-
erates; his infantry regiments were also coming upon the field, when the Confederates broke.
Sherman'’s brigade just then appearcd, and aided in the repulse, when the Confederates, wholly
outnumbered, fell back in confusion upon the plateau.

2. The Confederate Stand on the Plateau. .

The Confederates, consisting of Bee's brigade, 3000 strong, and Evans's whole half brigade,
1300, fell back in confusion upon the platean, where they met Hampton's legion, six companies,
and Jackson’s brigade [**2611 strong," Beauregard, besides artillery], about 2800—in all, about
7500 men were the forces on the platean at the moment when Johnston and Beauregard came
up. They were almost immediately followed by Smith’s battalion of the Virginia Forty-ninth,
and seven companies from Hunter's Virginia Eighth, ordered up from Cocke, and two additional
regiments of the Army of the Shenandoah—Falkner’s Second Mississippi and Fisher's North Car-
olina—which had just come up, 2500 men in all. The entire force which held the plateau was
thus about 10,000, from which the losses must be deducted. Beauregard indeed says, after
having enumerated all these regiments, ‘“Confronting the enemy at this time my force numbered
At most not more than 6500 infantry and artillerists, with but thirteen pieces of artillery and two
companies of cavalry. . ... The enemy’s force, now bearing confidently down on our position,
consisted of over 20,000 infantry, seven companies of regular cavalry, and 24 pieces of improved
nnlllcr_\':" This is but a part of Beaurcgard’s studious system of understating his own force, and
overstating that of his opponents. The entire Federal force which crossed the Run was but
18,000; of these, at that moment, Burnside’s brigade, with the exception of one regiment, was
withdrawn, and Howard’s brigade had not crossed the Run. These brigades numbered fully
5000, so that there remain but 13,000 Federals then ‘‘bearing down” upon the Confederate posi-
tion ; and these, according to Barnard, ** were in a single column, strung along over several miles
of road.” —Johnston’s report here furnishes additional means for correcting the error of Beaure-
gard. Speaking of the time before the arrival of Fisher and Falkner, he says: ‘“ We had now

2500, and an equal number of Burnside's brigade—5000 in all, leaving
the field. S e gan e
THE ZouAvis.—‘The evancscent courage of the Zouaves prompted tl
hundred shots, when they broke and fled, leaving the batteries open to &
cavalry, which took place immediately.”—Porter's Report. ‘“As soon
I led them forward agaiust an Alabama regiment partly concealed in a
an old field. At the first fire they broke and fled to the rear, kecping up
the heads of their comrades in front; at the same moment they were ch
secession cavalry on their rear, who came by a road through two strips of
right. The fire of the Zouaves killed four and wounded one, dispersing
of this cavalry was completed by a fire from Captain Collum’s company of Uni
which killed and wounded several men.  Colonel Farnbam, with some of his officer
behaved gallantly, but the regiment of Zouaves, as a regiment, did not appear again
Many of the men joined other regiments, and did_good service as skirmishers. . ..
treat more than three fourths of the Zouaves have disappeared.”— Heintzelman's
new position [of Griftin's and Ricketts’s batterics] had scarcely been occupied whe
enemy’s cavairy, debouching from a piece of wood close upon our right flank, ch:
the New York Eleventh. The Zouaves, catching sight of the cavalry a few minutes
were upon them, broke ranks to such a degree that the cavalry dashed through them w
ing them much harm. The Zouaves gave them a scattering fire as they passed, whi D
five saddles and killed three horses. A few minutes afterward a regiment of the enemy’s |
presented itself in line at not more than 60 or 70 yards’ distance, and delivered a volley full
the batteries and their supports. The Eleventh and Fourteenth regiments instantly broke
fg,d in c;mfnsion to the rear, and refused to rally and return to the support of the batteries.
urry’s Report. s TR
Tue Rour.—The completeness of the rout is testified to in almost all the reports of the Federal
‘commanders. McDowell says: ““This soon degenerated into disorder, for which there was :
remedy. Every effort was made to rally them, even beyond the reach of the enemy’s fire, but
in vain. The battalion of regular infantry alone moved up the hill, and there maintained itself
until our men could get down to and across the Warrenton turnpike. The plain was covered
with the retreating troops, and they seemed to infect those with whom they came in contact. The
retreat soon became a rout, and this soon degenerated still farther into a panic. . ... I gave the
necessary orders to protect their withdrawal, begging the men to form in line, and offer at least L5
the appearance of organization. . . .. Once on the road, and the different corps coming together
in small parties, many without officers, they became intermingled, and all organization was lost.
.-+ . In the panic [at the crossing of Cub Run] the horses hauling the caissons and ammunition
were cut from their traces by persons to escape with, and in this way much confusion was cansed, .
the panic aggravated, and the road encumbered. . . .. By sundown most of our men had got be- >
yond Centreville ridge, and it became a question whether we should or not endeavor to make a
stand there. .. . The utter disorganization and demoralization of the mass of the army secmed,
to all who were near enough to be consulted, to admit no alternative but to fall back.....On
sending the officers of the staff to the different camps, they found that our decision had been an-
ticipated by the troops, most of those who had come in from the front being already on the road \
to the rear, the panic with which they came in still continuing, and hurrying them along.” .
Porter says: “The slopes behind us were swarming with our retreating and disorganized forces, :
while riderless horses and artillery teams ran furiously through the flying crowd, All farther ef-
forts were futile. The words, gestures, and threats of our officers were thrown away upon men
who had lost all presence of mind, and only longed for absence of body. . ... The rear-guard
[mainly Sykes’s regulars] followed our panic-stricken troops to Centreville, resisting the attacks of
the rebel cavalry and artillery, and saving them from the inevitable destruction which awaited
them had not this body been interposed.”
Heintzelman says: “Soon after the firing commenced, the Brooklyn Fourteenth broke and ran.
I considered it useless to attempt to rally them. The want of discipline in these regiments was
so great that the most of the men would run from fifty to several hundred yards in the rear, and
continue to fire—fortunately for the braver ones—very high in the air, and compelling those in
front to retreat. . . . Finding it impossible to rally any of the regiments, we commenced our retreat
at about half past four P.M. There was a fine position a short distance in the rear, where I
hoped to make a stand with a scction of Arnold’s battery and the United States cavalry, if I could
rally a few regiments of infaniry. In this I utterly failed, and we continued our retreat on the
road we had advanced on in the morning. I sent forward my stafl’ officers to rally some troops
beyond the Run, but not a company would form. . . . Such a rout I never witnessed before. No
efforts could induce a single regiment to form after the retreat had commenced.”
McClellan says: I assumed command of the troops in the vicinity of Washington on Satur-
day, July 27th, 1861, six days after the battle of Bull Run. I found no army to command; a
mere collection of regiments, cowering on the banks of the Potomac, some perfectly raw, others
dispirited by the recent defeat. ... The city was almost in a condition to have been taken by a
dash of cavalry.”
Tue Pursvir.—* Early’s brigade, etc., pursued the now panic-stricken, fugitive enemy. Stu-
art, with his cavalry, and Beckham, had also taken up the pursuit along the road by which the
enemy had come upon the field in the morning ; but, soon encumbered by prisoners who thronged
the way, the former was unable to attack the mass of fast-flecing, fugitive Federalists. Withers's,
Preston’s, Cash’s, and Kershaw’s regiments, Hampton’s legion, and Kemper’s battery, also pursued
along the Warrenton road by the Stone Bridge, the enemy having opportunely opened a way for
them through the heavy abattis which my troops had made on the west side of the bridge several
days before; but this pursuit was soon recalled. . . . Colonel Radford, with six companies of Vir-
ginia cavalry, was ordered to cross Bull Run, and attack the enemy from the direction of the Lewis
house. In the immediate vicinity of the Suspension Bridge [over Cub Run] he charged a battery
with great gallantry, took Colonel Corcoran, of the 69th New York, prisoner, and captured the
colors of that regiment. . . . Lieutenant Munford also led some companies of cavalry in hot pur-
suit, and captured prisoners, cannon, etc., abandoned in the flight."— Beauregard's Report. *‘Stu-
art pressed the pursuit of the enemy’s principal line of retreat, the Sudley road. Four companies
of cavalry, under Radford and Munford, were ordered to cross the stream to reach the turnpike,
the line of retreat of the enemy’s left. Our cavalry found the roads encumbered with dead and
wounded (many of whom seemed to have been thrown from wagons), arms, accoutrements, and
clothing. .. . Instructions were sent to Bonham to march by the quickest route to intercept the
fugitives; and to Longstreet to follow as closely as possible upon the right. Their progress was
checked by the enemy’s reserve, and by night at Centreville.”—.Joknston’s Report.
““The order [to take up a position in front of Centreville] was executed with great difficulty,
as the road was nearly choked up by retreating baggage-wagons of several divisions, and by the
vast number of flying soldiers belonging to various regiments. . . . Nevertheless, I was enabled to
take a position which would prevent the advance of the enemy, and protect the retreat of the
army. .. . The retreat of great numbers of flying soldiers continned umirniue o'clock in the even-
ing, the great majority in wild confusion, and but few in collected bodies. Soon afterward sev-
eral squadrons of the encmy’s cavalry advanced along the road, and appeared before the outposts.
« +. . The skirmishers fired, when the enemy turned around, leaving several killed and wounded
on the spot. Afterward we were several times molested from various sides by the enemy's cavai-
ry. At about midnight, the command to leave the position and march to Washington was given
by General McDowell. "—Blenker’s Report.
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