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FORT SUMTER.

Major Anderson at Fort Moultrie.—His Character.—Weakness of his Position.—His Instructions
—He occupies Fort Sumter.—Effect of the Movement thronghont the Country,—Authorities
of Charleston seize the senal, Custom-house, and Revenue Cutter.—Insulting Letter of the

South Carolina Commissioners to President Buchanan.—Defiant Avowal of Secession Princi-

ples and Purposes in Congress.—The Government begins to assert itself.—Sagac ity and Pa-

triotism of Lieutenant General Scott and of General Wool.—Investment of Fort Sumter.— Un-
derhand Attempt to supply and re-enforce it.—The *“ Star of the West” fire | upon by the Rebel

Batteries.—Major Anderson calls Governor Pickens to Account.—The first Flag of Truce.—

Efforts of the Insurgent Leaders.—Seizure of Forts and Arsenals throughout the Gulf States.

—Events in the Border States.—Formal successive Secession of the Gulf States.—Audac ity of

the Insurgents, mild Measures of the Government, and placid Patriotism of the People.—Secizure

of Arms on their way to Georgia, and Retaliation of the Governor of Georgia.—Resignation of
Secretary Thompson.—South Carolina demands the Evacuation of Fort Sumter.—Withdrawal
of Senators of the seceded States from Congress.—General Dix’s spirited Action and Order.—
Formation of the ** Confederate” Provisional Government.—Adoption of a Provisional Consti-
tution, and Election of Officers.—Jefferson Davis, his Character and Career.—Alexander H.
Stephens.—Opposition to Secession in Slave States.—Treachery of General Tywiggs in Texas.
— Jefferson Davis's Threat to expel the National Troops in Texas. — ¥r. Lincoln declared
President elect.—Plots against his Life.—Measures taken to discover and defeat them.—Mr.
Lincoln’s sudden Appearance at Washington.—Effect upon the Public.—Proposed Compro-

Duvis.
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Its Effect upon the Country.—General Beauregard takes Command at Charleston —Numerons
Army and Navy Officers resign their Com :
State Sovercignty their alleged Justification.—Pierre Toutant, who and what.—The
0 rt Sumter be re-enforced 7—Fort Pickens can.—

“peaceably if we can,

jons and take Service with the Insurgents

Confed
erate” Commissioners in Washington.—Can F«
The Expedition of Relief.—Batteries around Fort Sumter.—Notice

forcibly if we must.” — Beauregard ordered to demand an Evacuation. — Major Anderson re-

fuses.—Bombardment and Evacuation of the Fort.

THILE all hearts were thus filled with anxiety and sad forcboding;
\ /" while loyal men saw only that the great, long-dreaded calamity was
about to fall “l}““ the country—that the struggle for the nation’s life must
soon begin, and yet did not confess to themselves in what exact form that
calamity must come, or conjecture where the first throes of that struggle
would be felt: while even the men who were bent on the destruction of 1|1»u
republic, unless they could usurp the control of it in the interests of their
class, were certain only of their purpose, uncertain as to the way in which
they should accomplish it; while doubt and undefined dread thrs brooded
over the land, an almost unknown man was about to take a step 1n the mere
exercise of ordinary prudence and the faithful performance of a soldier's
duty, which decided in an hour the question whether the seceders were to

mise Constitutional Amendments,—Inauguration of Mr. Lincoln.—His Inaugural Address,— | accomplish their purpose without resistance, placed at once the relations of
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FORT SUMTER. SEEN FROM THE REAR, AT LOW WATER.




the governu. . - d those who defled it upon a war footing, and fixed the

“where one’ party or the other must assert itself by force or be humili-
Robert Anderson, a major of artillery, was in garri-

as commander of the United States military post of
Harbor. He bad graduated with honor at West Point in 1825;
‘had served not only with gallantry, but with distinction, in Florida, and
in the Mexican war, having been severely wounded in the attack
on El Molino del Rey; he was the author of the text-book of the United
States army upon artillery service; and yet, so absorbed had Americans of
this and the last generation been in the arts and employments of peace, so

of mere military merit, except in a very few eminent cases, that
out of the professional circle of the army and that of his own friends and
acquaintances, Major Anderson's name was rarely heard. But, wherever
known, it was spoken as that of a man of bravery, sagacity, determined pur-
pose, and umblemished honor.  Upon all these points Major Anderson was
now about to be tested, with the eyes of all nations upon him and the ver-
dict of posterity before him. A native of one slave state, and connected by
marriage with the people of another, it was hoped on the one side that he
might betray his trust, and feared on the other that he might at least resign
it. But hopes and fears alike proved vain. Thoughtless of the world and
of posterity, regardless of the ties of family and friendship, he kept a single
eye upon present duty, sought only to absolye himself of the responsibility
which had been laid upon him, and so won the undying honors which ever
fall to faith and firmness shown on great occasions.

When the secession excitement in South Carolina, and particularly in
Charleston, had reached its height, but ten days before the State Convention
had taken a final step, he busied himself in strengthening the defenses of
Fort Moultrie and Fort Sumter to the best of his ability with the small force
under his command. That force, all told, consisted of nine officers, fifty-five
men (artillerists), fifteen musicians, and thirty laborers—one hundred and
nine men, of whom only sixty-three were combatants, one of the officers
being an assistant surgeon. With this little band, among whom all proved
true, he determined to defend hid flag and maintain his post to the last mo-
ment. He began to be watchful of the approaches to Fort Moultrie, which is
about four miles from Charleston, upon Sullivan's Island, where, during a
generation and a half of peace, & village had sprung up around it. After the
11th of December no one was admitted within the works unless he was known
to some officer of the garrison. Events justified this precaution; for within
a few days military organizations were set on foot in Charleston, the almost
avowed object of which was the occupation of Forts Moultrie, Sumter, and
Pinckney. On the 19th of this month Mr. Porcher Miles, in the South Caro-
lina State Convention, said that members might allay any fears which they
might have had on account of the forts in Charleston Harbor, because a con-
versation with the President had convinced him that the post would not be
re-enforced, and the garrison of Fort Moultrie was “but seventy or cighty
men,” while Sumter was an “empty fortress which they might seize and
control in a single night.” The next day the Ordinance of Secession was
passed ; and on the 21st, as we have already seen, the Charleston newspa-

pers, with childish precipitancy and petulance about trifles, announced occur- |

rences in the Northern states under the heading “foreign news.” Childish
and petulant although this was, it showed Major Anderson very clearly the
light in which the community which was equipping and drilling troops with-
in sight of his ramparts were determined to regard him—as the officer of a
power which they defied, and who held a military position upon their soil
which might be made the base of operations against them. He felt the dan-
ger and the delicacy of his position. On the 24th of December he wrote a
private letter in which he set forth the precarious circumstances in which
he was placed : with a garrison of only sixty effective men, in an indifferent
work, the walls of which were only fourteen feet high, within one hundred
yards of sand-hills which commanded the position and afforded covers for
sharp-shooters, and with numerous houses within pistol-shot, he confessed
that, *if attacked in force by any one but a simpleton, there is scarce a pos-
sibility of our being able to hold out long enough for our friends to come to
our succor.” General Scott, too, saw and declared that the fort could be
taken from Major Anderson by five hundred men in twenty-four hours.
Meanwhile volunteer troops began to pour into Charleston, and there was
much discussion in regard to the policy and possibility of seizing all the
national forts in the harbor; and, in fact, under the circumstances, the oppor-
tunity was too tempting to warrant a belief that it would be long resisted.
As to all this Major Anderson was well informed, for intercourse between
the garrison and the city was kept up as usual. Nevertheless, his duty was
clear, not only from the general nature of his responsibility to the govern-
ment, but from special instructions sent to him by the Secretary of War—
instructions so manifestly required in the emergency, that even John B.
Floyd, false to his country and false to his honor, could not refrain from
giving them. They were sent to Major Anderson verbally through Assist-
ant Adjutant General Butler, whose written memorandum was afterward
made puablic. According to this memorandum, Major Anderson was in-
structed “ carefully to avoid any act which would needlessly provoke ag-
gression,” and on that reason “not, without necessity, to take up any posi-
tion which could be construed into the assumption of a hostile attitude;
but,” the order continues, “you are to hold possession of the forts in the
harbor, and if attacked, you are to defend yourself to the last extremity.
The smallness of your force will nct permit you, perhaps, to occupy more
than one of the three forts, but an attack on, or attempt to take possession
of either of them, will be regarded as an act of hostility, and you may then
put your command into either of them which you may deem most proper
to increase its power of resistance. You are also authorized to take similar
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s_tlepa wkenever you have tangible evidence of a design to proceed to a hos-
tile act.

Christmas day dawned upon Major Anderson under these circumstances
and bound by these instructions. It may be supposed that he was not in a
festive mood; but, whatever his apprehensions or his purposes, he kept them
to himself, and accepted an invitation to dinner in Charleston. Ilad his
entertainers known the already settled determination of their gentle, placid
guest, he would probably never have been allowed to leave the city, cer-
tainly he would have been prevented from returning to his post. 'i‘hey
parted for the last time as friends that night, which, indeed, was the Jast
oceasion on which he set foot in that nest of traitors, Lulled into confidence
by a belief that under no circumstances would the President take any steps
whatever to assert the authority of the government or protect the national
honor in South Carolina, and confirmed in this belief by the manner of Ma-
jor Anderson, the Charlestonians went on with their preparations, and await-
ed their own time for effecting their purposes. Meantime Mr., Robert W.
Barnwell, Mr. J. . Adams, and Mr. James L. Orr were sent as commission:
ers from the “sovereign state” of South Carolina, to “treat with the govern-
ment of the United States for the delivery of the forts, magazines, light-
houses, and other real estate, with their appurtenances, in South Caro]ina,?md
also for an apportionment of the public debt, and for a division of all other
property held by the government of the United States as agent of the Con-
federated States, of which South Carolina was recently a member,” ete., ete.
It may be that this commission was appointed with the notion that it could
be received by the President; it may be that some of those whom it repre-
sented could not perceive the effrontery of sending such a commission to the
President of the United States, and actually believed that it would be able
to open some kind of negotiation with the national government. Mayhap
some citizen of this newly-hatched “sovereignty” saw in his excited imag-
ination the commissioners returning with the deeds of Forts Sumter and
Moultrie, Castle Pinckney, the arsenal and the light-houses, in their pockets,
given in return for the promises to pay of the treasury of South Carolina.
Bat fancies and visions like these, as well as those of a more modest and
reasonable character, were very suddenly dispelled without the aid of the
report of the commissioners; for the good people of Charleston, looking
seaward on the morning of the 27th of December, saw, instead of the United
States flag flying from the flag-staff of Fort Moultrie, only a cloud of smoke
rolling upward; and soon the look-outs brought the news that Major Ander-
son had evacuated and dismantled that fortification, and had retired with his
little command to Fort Sumter,

KEY OF TUE FORT MOULTRIE MAGAZINE

MAJOB ANDERSON'S OANDLESTICK.

The news caused great excitement in Charleston. The rebels saw them-
selves at once defied and baffled. They were thousands, and could soon
make themselves tens of thousands; yet here a band of one hundred men
had been placed in a position where they could assert, and, for a time at
least, maintain the authority of the government, and uphold its flag in the
very harbor of the chief city of the seceding state. Fort Sumter commanded
the entrance to the port, and, being a very strong work, stood, as it were,
sentinel over Charleston, and controlled its commercial exits and entrances.
But this was not the chief reason of the turmoil in the town. The rebels
were exasperated at finding that they had been outwitted, and that not only
was the little garrison which they had calculated upon turning out of Fort
Moultrie, civilly if they could, but foreibly if they must, placed safely beyond
their reach, but that the empty fortress which they had taken for granted
that they could seize and control in a single night, was effectually secured
against all attempts except those of siege, bombardment, or storm by over-
whelming force.

Major Anderson had kept his secret well, and done his work thoroughly.
During the day, the wives and children of the troops were sent away from
the fort, on the plea that, as an attack might be made upon it, their removal
was necessary. Three small schooners were hired, and the few inhabitants
of Sullivan’s Island saw them loaded, as they thought, with beds, furniture,
trunks, and other luggage of that kind. About nine o’clock in the evening,
the men were ordered to hold themselves in marching order, with knapsacks
packed, ready to move at a moment’s notice. No one seemed to know the
reason of the movement, and probably no one but Major Anderson himself
and his next in command knew their destination. The little garrison was
paraded, inspected, and then embarked on boats which headed for Fort Sum-
ter. The schooners bad taken, or then took, all the provisions, garrison fur-
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ENTEY OF MAJOB ANDEESON'S COMMAND INTO FORT SUMTER ON OHRISTMAS NIGHT, 1860.

niture, and munitions of war which could be carried away on such short no-
tice, and with such slender means of transportation—enough to enable four-
score men to sustain and defend themselves in a strong, sea-girt fortress for
a long time. What could not be carried away was destroyed. Not a keg
of powder or a cartridge was left in the magazine ; the small-arms and mili-
tary supplies of all kinds were removed ; the guns were spiked, the gun-car-
riages burned, and the guns thus dismounted ; partly-finished additions and
alterations of the work were destroyed; the flag-staff was cut down; and
nothing, in fact, was left unharmed but the round shot which were too heavy
to carry off, and which the spiking and dismounting of the guns had made

useless. The dawn saw Major Anderson safely established with his com-

MAJOR ANDERSON'S QUARTERS AT FORT SUMTER

mand in Fort Sumter, secure from immediate attack, though Fort Moultric
was occupied only by a corporal’s guard, left there to complete the work of
destruction. He saw what a responsibility he had assumed, and fully ap-
preciated the delicacy and the importance of the trust committed to him.
Perhaps, if he could have looked forward for three months, and foreseen all
the consequences of his act during that period, he would have remained at
Fort Moultrie until he was summoned to yield by a force too great for him

| tion against the President w

to resist, or until he received orders to yield his post. It-is well for the
country, as well as for his own reputation, that he was tempted into no such
speculations, but did to the best of his ability the duty which lay before
him. The step which he took proved of more importance to the permanent
safety of the republic than any other which he could have determined upon,
had he spent months in deliberation, with the astutest politicians of the coun-
try as his counselors. A devout man, and impressed with the importance
of his position, he was desirous of awakening in his officers and men the
same profound sensations which filled his breast. He marked the occupa-
tion of their new position with a little religious ceremony. The flag which
they were there to defend as a symbol of their nationality and their govern-
ment was to be raised, and Major Anderson determined that he would raise
it himself, and ask the blessing of Heaven upon their endeavor. So at noon
of the 27th of December, all under his command, non-combatants as well as
combatants, were assembled round the flag-staff. Major Anderson, with the
halyards in his hand, knelt at its foot, and the officers and men, impressed
with the solemnity of the occasion, needed no orders to assume a Teverential
position as the chaplain stepped forth in the midst and offered up an earnest
prayer—a prayer, says one who was present, which was “such an appeal for
support, encouragement, and mercy as one would make who felt that ¢ man’s
extremity is God’s opportunity.’” After he had ceased, and the earnest
Amen from manly lips had died away in the hollow casemates, the command-
er hauled up the flag, the band saluted it with “ Hail Columbia !” the accents
of supplication gave way to those of enthusiasm, and cheers broke forth
from the lips of all present—cheers which proved to be not only cheers of
exultation and confidence, but of defiance; for just then it happened that a
boat sent down from Charleston to bring up exact reports of the condition
nf":fﬂaurs at Moultrie and Sumter approached the latter fortress, and saw the
national standard rise amid the shouts of those who then vowed in their
hearts that, while in their hands, it should suffer no disi]onor, and who
through four weary watchful months and two dreadful days kept well their
Vow.

In their rage the Charlestonians denounced the President as false to his
word and Major Anderson as a wanton provoker of civil war. The accusa-
/as based on his avowed determination not to re-

| enforce the forts, and on a declaration of four of the representatives of South

(‘;u-‘.]111:1—:\Im'.<1‘.<, John M‘Queen, M. L., Bonham, W. W. Boyce, and Law-
rence M. Keitt—that it was their “strong conviction that the people of the
State of South Carolina would not either attack or molest the forts in Charles-
ton Harbor before negotiating for them, provided no re-enforcements were
sent to them, and their relative military status was not disturbed. This dec-
‘I:n}‘utl}m was made, rnm'l, at the President’s suggestion, put in writing on the
'11 11“ December. This mere announcement of intention on the one part and
\\‘x\;;:f:‘:}\n“fl‘ (/‘I]'”-“O” on the other, the seceders in South Carolina and in
H],l‘il,ﬂi;“ l‘i.nu]y.t |rm and out of thu. cabinet, chose to regard as a pledge——‘an
nml»i.:ltv]\' on 1‘111.1,“_)_“]}”"1. Doth parties to it. Mr. War Secretary Floyd im-
solemn 131:‘\1\,|,,li 17‘][ + of December, formally asserted in the cabinet that “thg
a6l s 'r““' ) ‘l !¢ government had been violated by Major Anderson,
ormally demanded permission to withdraw the garrison from the
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harbor of Charleston, as the only alternative by which to vindicate the honor
of the government and prevent civil war.  Yet this very Secretary of War
had, on the 11th of December, two days after the declaration by the four
South Carolina delegates, instructed Major Andergon to put his command
into cither of the forts which he deemed would make it most effective in
casc he should bave tangible evidence of a design on the part of the South
Carolinians to proceed to a hostile act, an attempt to take possession of
either of the forts being especially indicated.

The effect of Major Anderson’s change of position was even greater
throughout the country at large than at Charleston. It flashed the gleam
of arms upon the eager eyes of the people, and men saw suddenly what be-
fore they had only imagiied. Those who had felt strongly, and talked earn-
estly of maintaining the national honor and integrity by the sword, had
thought vaguely, and perhaps doubtfully, upon the mode in which this
dreadful issue should be brought about. But here it was done without vio-
lence, without proclamation, at a word, and in the simplest manner. Major
Anderson's movement placed the Charlestonians in the attitude of open en-
emies of the national government, with whom intercourse was thereafter to
be upon a war footing. Unless what he had done was disavowed by the
President, and he was ordered to retire from Charleston Harbor, or at least
to return to Fort Moultrie, his occupation of Fort Sumter was an official
declaration to the seceders that they could accomplish even the first of their
purposes only by proving too strong in arms for the military force of the
United States. His movement, but not himself, accomplished this. The
rebels themselves were alone responsible for the grave significance of the
fact; for, as commandant of the harbor, he might house his garrison in
whichever of the forts he thought best, and no one, save the head of the

FORT SUMTER.

War Department, have the right to ask a question. If the transfer of |
fourscore men from one fort to another meant war., it acquired that meaning
only by reason of what

had been done and plan- 7
ned in Charleston. So
the cry of wrath which
went up from the rebel
city was answered by a
voice of admiration, en-
couragement, and, above
all, of confidence, from al-
most the entire country
outside of South Carolina.
Among the very people
at the North upon whose
symp:uh_v the seceders
bad most surely counted
—even in some of the

very states at the South
whose fortunes South
Carolina belreved
reason to be indissolubly
linked with hers—the oc-
cupation of Fort Sumter
was regarded as the most
prudent and dignified
course which could have
been taken under the cir-
cumstances. It touched
the honor and
awoke the national lvri‘iv
wherever patriotism was
superior to local preju-
dices and class interest.
It brou;.'hx the conviction
home to every citizen
that he had a country
and a government
which, although he him-
self was part of that gov-
ernment, he owed allegi-
ance and support. The
man who thus impressed
a nation became the hero
of"the hour. Major An-
derson’s name and his
praises were upon all lips
which did not mutter trea-
son. The most influen-
tial journals among those
which had opposed the
party whose success was
made the occasion of the
rebellion—even those in
the states south of the Po-
tomae and the Ohio—the
political leaders of which
were not already com-
mitted to the conspiracy
against the republic, vied
with their late political

with

national

to
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opponents in approbation of the position which Major Anderson had taken,
and in showing how important it was to the self-respect of the nation, to
its position before the world, and to its very existence, that he should be
sustained’ by the government at Washington. The sensitive test of the
money-market indicated the general feeling, and the price of stocks went up.

The pace of treason, rapid before, was quickened by this movement. On
the 27th troops were ordered out in Charleston ; military aid was proffered
to South Carolina by Georgia and Alabama; and Governor Magoffin, of
Kentucky, bent upon secession, called an extra session of the Legislature of
that state. On this day, too, the rebels obtained through treachery the first
vessel of their navy. The revenue cutter William Aiken was lying in
Charleston Harbor, under command of Captain N. L. Coste, of the revenue
service. Two weeks before he had told his second in command, Lieutenant
Underwood, that he would not serve under Mr. Lincoln as President; and
that, in case the expected secession of South Carolina took place, he should
resign and place the cutter in command of Lieutenant Underwood. Bat, in
spite of the passage of the Ordinance of Secession, he remained in command,
and on the afternoon of the 27th he hauled down the United States revenue
flag, raised the Palmetto standard of revolt, and placed his vesscl as well as
himself at the disposal of the insurgent authorities. ITis subordinate officers,
true to their oaths, reported themselves for duty at Washington. This tri-
fling incident is \\'~vl't|1)' of notice at the lu-gmning of our sad story, as indie-
ative of the violation of individual trust which marked this stage of the in-
surrection.

On the 28th the authorities of Charleston determined to assert their newly-
assumed powers to the extent of their ability. They seized the custom-
house, the post-office, and on the 30th the arsenal, and raised the state flag
upon them, and sent an armed force to occupy Fort Moultrie and Castle
Pinckney. The few soldiers at each of those fortifications yielded, of course,
without any resistance,
and on those walls alzo
th“l»:xhncttﬁ-trv:c rvp]:u:«‘II
the stars and stripes.

The President having
refused to withdraw the
garrison from Charleston
Harbor, on the 29th the
Secretary of War, Mr.
Floyd, resigned his of-
fice, closing his resigna-
tion with these word
“I deeply regrét tha
feel [ under

necess tender

myv

v l'r
to you my resi

) gnation
etary of War, be

cause I can no longer hold

an no 1o

it under my convictions
of ps tism, nor with
honor ected as I am
to a violation of sol-
emn pledges and pli

ed faith.” These fair
phrases sounded well at
nd of such a letter;

but the truth was, that,
in of Mr.
Floyd's connection with
the Indian Trust Fund
fraud, for which he was
afterward indicted, the
President had intimated
to him, through a distin-
guished statesman;-that
he deemed it improper
that he should longer re-
main a member of the
cabinet. On the twenty-
ninth of December, also,
the commissioners from
South Carolina formally
addressed the President,
laid their authority be-
fore him, sent him an of-
ficial copy of the Ordi-
nance of Secession, and
expressed a desire for

» such negotiation as would
secure mutual  respect,
general advantage, and a
future good-will and har-
mony ; but added that, as
Major Anderson, by dis-
mantling one fort and
occupying another, had
made important changcs
in the affairs in relation

to which-they had come

consequence




DUTLER WOOL

- - Y
McCALL ROSECRANS ANDERSON McDOWELL

BLENKER McCLELLAN BCOTT

McCOOK BICKELS OUR GENER



&

L N

i W
\

&

W K
Wity

HUNTER BSIGEL SPRAGUE MANSFTELD BURNSIDE  * BANKS FREMONT LANDER DIX 7 From Harper's Weekly.
PRENTISS TYLER HEINTZELMAN CURTIS STONE

S IN 1861.



36

to Washington, they were obliged to suspend all discussion until the move-
ment wh‘ixtlzgtfhey re%erred to bad been satisfactorily explained. They styled
the retention of the government troops in Charleston Harbor a standing
menace which rendered negotiation impossible, and urged their immedi-
ate withdrawal. Mr. Buchanan refused to receive them in an official ca-
pacity, but on the 30th replied to their letter. He ('ienied that he, or his
Secretary of War by his order, had given any pledge in regard to the garri-
son of Fort Moultrie, referred the commissioners to a memorandum of the

-
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instructions sent by Mr. Floyd
withdraw the troops from C

never thought of by me in any | _
letter the commissioners the next day sent a
insulting in its implications, and so arrogant and 1
was returned to them with the indorsement, “This
the President, is of such a character that he declines .
the 5th of January they went home, having accomplished 1

the United States.
Washington, December 29, 1860.

Str,—We have the honor to transmit to you a copy of the full powers from the Convention of ]
the people of South Carolina, under which we are **authorized and empowered to treat with the
government of the United States for the delivery of the forts, magazines, light-houses, and ogher
roal estate, with their appurtenances, in the limits of South Carolina; and also for an apportion-
ment of the public debt, and for a division of all other_progcny held by the government of the
United States, as agent of the Confederated States, of which South Carolina was recently a mem-
beor, and generally to negotiate as to all other and arrang proper to be made and
adopted in the existing relation of the parties, and for the continuance of peace and amity between
this commonwealth and the government at Washington.” & 4

In the exccation of this trust, it is our daty to furnish yon, as we now do, with an official copy
of the Ordinance of Secession, by which the State of Sonth Carolina has resumed the powers she
delegated to the government of the United States, and has declared her perfect sovereignty and
independence.

lxlu-uuhl also have been our duty to have informed yon that we were ready to negotiate with
you upon all such questions as are necessarily raised by the adoption of this ordinance, and that
we were prepared to enter upon this negotiation, with the earnest desire to avoid all unnecessary
and hostile collision, and so to inaugurate our new relations as to secure mutual respect, general
advantage, and a future of good-will and harmony, beneficial to all the parties concerned.

But the events of the last twenty-four hours render such an assurance impossible. We came
here the representatives of an authority which could, at any time within the past sixty days, have
taken posscssion of the forts in Charleston Harbor, but which, upon pledges given in a manner that
we can not doubt, determined to trust to your honor rather than to its own power. Since our ar-
rival here an officer of the United States, acting, as we are assured, not only without, but against
vour orders, has dismantled one fort and occupied another, thus altering to a most important ex-
tent the condition of affairs under which we came.

Until these circamstances are explained in a manner which relieves us of all doubt as to the
spirit in which these negotiations shall be conduacted, we are forced to suspend all discussion as to
any arrangement by which our mutual interests may be amicably adjusted.

And, in conclusion, we would urge upon you the immediate withdrawal of the troops from the
harbor of Charleston.  Under present circnmstances, they are a standing menace which renders
negotiation impossible, and, as our recent experience shows, threatens speedily to bring to a bloody
issuc questions which onght to be scttled with temperance and judgment. We have the honor to be,
very respectfully, your obedient servants, R. W. BARNWELL,

J. H. Apans,
Jas. L. Orr,

1 QCorrespondence between the South Carolina Commissioners and the President of

s Commissioners.

To the President of the United Statea.

The President’s Reply.
‘Washington City, Dec. 30, 1850.

GextLEMEN,—I have had the honor to receive your communication of 28th inst., together with
a copy of ““‘your full powers from the Convention of the people of South Carolina,” authorizing
you to treat with the government of the United States on various important subjects therein men-
tioned, and also a copy of the ordinance, bearing date on the 20th inst., declaring that * the union

¢ subsisting between South Carolina and other states, under the name of the United States of
is hereby dissolved.”
1swer to this communication, I have to say that my position as President of the United
States was clearly defined in the message to Congress on the 3d inst. In that I stated that,
*“apart from the exceution of the laws, so far as this may be practicable, the executive has no au-
thority to decide what shall be the relations between the federal government and South Carolina.
He has been invested with no such diseretion. He possesses no power to change the relations
hitherto existing between them, much less to acknowledge the independence of that state. This
wonld be to invest a mere executive officer with the power of recognizing the dissolution of the
confederacy among onr thirty-three sovereign states. It bears no resemblance to the recognition
of a foreign de facto government, involving no such responsibility. Any attempt to do this would,
on his part, be a naked act of usurpation.. It is, therefore, my duty to submit to Congress the
whole question in all its bearings.”

Such is my opinion still. I could, therefore, meet yon only as private gentlemen of the highest
character, and was entirely willing to communicate to Cong; ny proposition you  might have
to make to that body upon the subject. Of this you were well aware. It was my earnest desire
that such a disposition might be made of the whole subject by Congress, who alone possess the
power, as to prevent the inanguration of a civil war between the parties in regard to the posses-
sion of the federal forts in the harbor of Charleston ; and I, therefore, deeply regret that, in your
opinion, “th> events of the last twenty-four hours render this impossible.” In conclusion, you
urge upon me ** the immediate withdrawal of the troops from the harbor of Charleston,” stating
that “‘under present circumstances, they are a standing menace, which renders negotiation impos-
sible, and, as our recent experience shows, threatens speedily to bring to a bloody issue questions
which ought to be settled with temperance and judgment.”

The on for this change in your position is, that since your arrival in Washington, ‘‘an
oflic the United States, acting, as we (you) are assured, not only without, but against your
(my) orders, hias dismantled one fort and occupied another, thus altering to a most important ex-

v

tent the condition of affairs under which we (you) came.” You also allege that you came here
‘“the representatives of an authority which could, at any time within the past sixty days, have

taken possession of the forts in Charleston Harbor, but which, upon pledges given in a manner

that we (you) can not doubt, determined to trust to your (my) honor rather than to its power.”
This brings me to a consideration of the nature of those alleged pledges, and in what manner
they have been observed.  In my message of the 3d of December last, I stated, in regard to the
property of the United States in South Carolina, that it ““has been purchased for a fair equivalent,
by the consent of the L ature of the state, for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenuls, etc.,
and over these the authority ‘to excreise exclusive legislation’ has been expressly granted by the
Constitution to Congress. It is not believed that any attempt will be made to expel the United
States from this property by force; but if in this I should prove to be mistaken, the officer in
command of the § has received orders to act strictly on the defensive. In such a contingeney
the responsibility for consequences would rightfully rest upon the heads of the assailants.” This
being the condition of the parties, on Saturday, 8th December, four of the representatives from
South Carolina called upon me and requested an interview. We had an earnest conversation
on the subject of these forts, and the best means of preventing a collision between the parties, for
the purpose of sparing the cffusion of blood. I snggested, for prudential reasons, that it would be
best to put in writing what they said to me verbally. They did so accordingly, and on Monday
> of them presented to me a paper signed by all the representatives

S|

morning, the 10th instant, thy
from South Carolina, with a single exception, of which the following is a copy :

To his Excellency James Buchsnan, President of the Uni tates :

In (‘-vm|‘1| inee with our statement to 3 AL sterd ¥, WC NOW express to you our strong convictions
that neither the constituted authorities, nor any body of the people of the State of South Carolina,
will either attack or molest the United States forts'in the harbor of Charleston previously to the
act of the Convention, and we hope and believe not until an offer has been made, through an ac-
credited representative, to negotiate for an amicable arrangement of all matters between the state
and the federal government, provided that no re-enforcements shall be sent into these forts, and
their relative military status shall remain as at present. N

. Boxnawm,
W. W. Boyer,
Lawresce M. Kerrr.
Washington, Dec. 9, 1560,

And here T must, in justice to myself, remark, that at the time the paper was presented to me, I
ohjected to the wor provided,” as it might be construed into an agreement on my part, which I
never would make. They said that nothing was farther from their intention—they did not so
understand it, and I should not so consider it. It is evident they could enter into no reciprocal
azreement with me on the subject.  ‘They did not profess to have authority to do this, and were
acting in their individual character. I considered it as nothing more, in effect, than the promise
of highly henorable gentlemen to exert their influence for the purpose expressed. The cvent has
proven- that they have faithfully kept this promise, although I have never since reccived a line
from any one of them, or from any member of the Convention on the subject. It is well known
thit it wus my determination, and’this I freely expressed, not to re-enforee the forts in the harbor,
and thus produce a collision, until they had been actually attacked, or until I had certain evidence

be attacked. This paper I received most cordis

they were about to d cordially,
'I:::py %en that might be still Yruen{ed, and that time might be thus
This is the whole foundation for the alleged pledge. =S

But I acted in the same manner as I would have done had I entered
agreement with parties capable of cqntnc,ting, nll:hongh such an

agrecment wc
part, from the nature of my official duties, impossible. The world knows
:it any rer?enliforcemcms to theyfom in Charleston Harbor, and I ln_ve certain|

intoa.
ment

ny ch: to be made “‘in their relative military status.” Bearing upon this
~;o\{ :’ ::g:rder issued by the Secretary of War, on the 11th instant, to Mqor A

brought to my notice until the 21st instant. It is as follows: ;
Memorands Verbal Instructions to Major Anderson, First Artillery, commanding
emorandum of 1) rson. £ 7 ‘

You are aware of the great anxicty of the Secretary of War that a collision of the ¢
the people of this state shall be avoided, and of his studied determination to pursue a cours
reference to the military force and forts in this harbor which shall gu.ard against s
He has, therefore, carefully ined from i g the force at this point, or taking any o
ures which might add to the present excited state of the public mind, or which vgonldﬂlivir
doubt on the confidence he feels that South Carolina will not attempt by violence to obtain
sion of the public works, or interfere with their occupancy. i . s

But as the counsel and acts of rash and impulsive persons may possibly disappoint these
pectations of the government, he deems it proper that you should be prepared with instrug
meet so unhappy a contingency. He has therefore directed me, verbally, to give you s
structions. : )

You are carefully to avoid every act which would ly tend to pi aggression,
that reason you arc not, without necessity, to take up any position which conld be constrned
the assumption of a hostile attitude ; but zou are to hold possession of the forts in the harbor, a
attacked, you are to defend yourself to the last extremity. The smallness of your force will not
mit you, perhaps, to occupy more than one of the three forts; but an attack on, or attempt
possession of either of them, will be regarded as an act of hostility, and you may then put yi
command into cither of them which you may deem most proper to increase its power of res
ance. You are also authorized to take similar steps whenever you have tangible evidence of avdel.bub‘ ;
proceed to a hostile act. D. P. BUTLER, Assistant Adjutant General.

Fort Moultrie, S. C., Dec. 11,.1860. \ 0

_ This is in conformity to my instructions to Major Buell.

g:

Jonx B. Frovp, Secretary of War.

These were the last instructions transmitted to Major Anderson before his removal to Fort
Sumter, with a single exception, in regard to a particular which does not in any degree affect the
present question. Under these circumstances, it is clear that Major Anderson acted upon his own
responsibility, and without authority, unless, indeed, he had ‘“tangible evidence of a design to
proceed to a hostile act” on the part of South Carolina, which has not yet been alleged. Still he
is a brave and honorable officer, and justice requires that he should not be eondemned without a
fair hearing. 1

Be this ﬁ's it may, when I learned that Major Anderson had left Fort Moultrie and proceeded
to Fort Sumter, my first promptings were to command him to return to his former position, and
there to await the contingencies presented in his instructions. This would only have been done
with any degree of safety to the command by the concurrence of the South Carolina authorities.
But before any step could possibly have been taken in this direction, we received information that
the ** Palmetto flag floated out to the breeze at Castle Pinckney, and a large military force went
over last night (the 27th) to Fort Moultrie.” Thus the authorities of South Carolina, without
waiting or asking for any explanations, and doubtless believing, as you have expressed it, that
the officer had acted not only without, but against my orders, on the very next day after the night
when the removal was made, seized by a military force two of the federal forts in the harbor of
Charleston, and have covered them under their own flag instead of that of the United States.

At this gloomy period of our history, startling events succeed each other rapidly. On the very
day, the 27th instant, that possession of these two forts was taken; the Palmetto flag was raised over
the federal custom-house and post-office in Charleston, and on the same day every officer of the
customs — collector, naval officer, surveyor, and appraiser—resigned their offices; and this, al-
though it was well known from the language of my message that, as an executive officer, I felt my-
sclf bound to collect the revenue at the port of Charleston under the existing laws.  In the harbor
of Charleston we now find three forts confronting each other, over all of which the federal flag
floated only four days ago; but now, over two of them, this flag has been supplanted, and the Pal-
metto flag has been substituted in its stead. It is under all these circumstances that I am urged
immediately to withdraw the troops from the harbor of Charleston, and am informed that without
this negotiation is impossible. This I can not do; this I will not do. Such an idea was never
thought of by me in any possible contingency. No such allusion had been made in any commu-
nication between myself and any human being. But the inference is that I am bound to with-
draw the troops from the only fort remaining in the possession of the United States in the harbor
of Charleston, because the officer there in command of all of the forts thonght proper, without in-
structions, to change his position from one of them to another.

At this point of writing, I have received information by telegraph from Captain Homphreys, in
command of the arsenal at Charleston, that ¢“it has to-day (Sunday, the 30th) been taken by force
of arms.” Tt is estimated that the munitions of war belonging to this arsenal are worth half'a mil-
lion of dollars.

Comment is needless. ~ After this information, I have only to add, that while it is my duty to
defend Fort Sumter, as a portion of the public property of the United States, against hostile at-
tacks, from whatever quarter they may come, by such means as I possess for this purpose, I do not
perceive how such a defense can be construed into a menace against the city of Charleston. With
great personal regard, I remain yours very respectfully, JaMES BUCHANAN.

To Hon. Robert W. Barnwell, James H. Adams, James L. Orr.

Second Letter of the Commissioners to the President.
Washington, D. C., Jan. 1,1861.

S1r,—Woe have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th December, in re-
ply to a note addressed by us to you, on the 28th of the same month, as commissioners from South
Carolina.

In reference to the declaration with which your reply commences, that yonr ¢ position as Presi-
dent of the United States was already defined in the message to Congress of the 3d instant;” that
you possess ‘“no power to change the relations heretofore existing between South Carolina and the
United States,” ““much less to acknowledge the independence of that state,” and that consequent-
ly you could meet us only as private gentlemen of the highest character, with an entire willingness
to communicate to Congress any proposition we might have to make, we deem it only necessary
to say that the State of South Carolina having, in the exercise of that great right of self-govern-
ment which underlies all our political organizations, declared herself sovereign and independent,
we, as her representatives, felt no special solicitude as to the character in which you might recog-
nize us.  Satisfied that the state had simply exercised her unquestionable right, we were preparcd,
in order to reach substantial good, to waive the formal considerations which your constitutional
seruples might have prevented you from extending.  We came here, therefore, expecting to be re-
ceived.as you did receive us, and perfectly content with that entire willingness of which you as-
sured us, to submit any proposition to Congress which we might have to make upon the subject
of the independence of the state. The willingness was ample recognition of the condition of pub-
lic affairs which rendered our presence necessary. In this position, however, it is our duty, both
to the state which we represent and to oursclves, to correct several important misconceptions of
our letter into which you have fallen.

You say, “It was my earncst desire that such a disposition might be made of the whoic suhject
by Congress, who alone possess the power, as to prevent the inauguration of a civil war between the
parties in regard to the possession of the federal forts in the harbor of Charleston ; and I therefore
deeply regret that in your opinion the events of the last twenty-four hours render this impossible.”
We expressed no such opinion; and the language which yon quote as ours is altered in its senso
by the omission of a most important part of the sentence. - What we did say was, “ But the events
of the last twenty-four hours render such an assurance impossible.” Place that * assurance,” us
contained in our letier, in the sentence, and we are prepared to repeat it.

Again, professing to quote our language, you say, ** Thus the anthorities of South Carolina, -
withont waiting or asking for any explanation, and doubtless believing, as you have expressed it,
that the officer had acted not only without, but against my orders,” etc. We expressed no sach




r Anderson’s transfer of his command, Wash-
of deplorable and even disgraceful excitement.
% hich were ripe for revolt, but which had not
heir seats in Congress, and by their open threats and secret
reased z alarm of the country, and crippled the feeble and al-
“administ . They sat in the chairs to which they
the support of the Constitution of the United States and con-
 overthrow ; they lived in Washington upon the pay of the repub-
ey plotted its destruction ; they held their positions only for the
insuring the success of their conspiracy—only that they might
punterbalance the votes of loyal men, and keep at dead-lock all the essen-
fanctions of the government. These are no general phrases, no vague
ns. The records of treacherous conspiracy show no page more in-
1s than that written by Senator Yulee, of Florida, in a letter to one of
constituents, in which he revealed the counsels of his fellow-conspirators,
senators of six states, and said that they had all determined to retain
i in the councils of the nation with the deliberate purpose of
's hands tied, and depriving Mr. Lincoln, on his ac-
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this letter was secured a swift and free passage to its destina-

the Honorable writer's senatorial frank.2  While such was the
course of secret machination, open counsel went darkly groping.
houses the debates were vague, wordy, colloquial, and from the
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purpose.  Abstract , points were discnssed sometimes with acrimony, at
others jocosely ; but no decisive action was proposed for the maintenance
of the nutho_rity.of the government and the integrity of the republic.
'I‘he'small.mmomy who were already rebels at heart and in purpose, if
not in act, were defiant and overbearing; their opponents songht only to
pacify and restrain them by proffered concessions; and between these two
was a considerable number who waited and watchied to trim their course
according to the current. On the 27th, in the House Committee of Thirty-
three upon the State of the Union, Mr. Adams, of Massachusetts, proposed
a resolution, “That it is expedient to propose an amendment to the Con-
stitution to the effect that no future amendments of it in regard to slavery
shall be made, unless proposed by a slave state and ratified by all the
states.””  This resolution was passed with only three dissenting voices.
Coming from a representative of Massachusetts, and proposing terms which
would put the question of slavery in the states absolutely and forever
out of the reach of the free states, no matter how greatly in the major-
ity, and thus removing the ground of that apprehension for the future
which was made the excuse of secession, this resolution might have been
the first step toward the much-sought compromise. Tt was regarded with
favor by many delegates from slave states; and after a free conference be-
tween all the members of the committee, even Mr. Cobb, of Alabama, declared
that the question at issne might now be settled. It might, indeed, had not
the politicians of South Carolina, and those of other states, but of their school,
been bent upon attaining their purpose, in or out of the Union, by defiance

\ reference to the belief of the people of Soath Carolina. The language which you have
and to our assurances obtained here, and based, as you well

declaration—a which, at that time, it was impossible for the au-
Carolina to have known. But, without following this letter into all its details,
meet the chief points of the argument.

the State of South Carolina declared ber intention, in the existing condition
Sheulkdnmmdondhuzqklnpnl

met and passed the Ordinance of Secossion. Al this
jon was thoroughly considered in {vnr Annoal Message,
would not attempt, to coerce a seceding state, but that you
ovath, and would defend the property of the United States with-
of South Carclina if an attempt was made 1o take it by foree, Mn‘n‘r_vwl{v
t
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had acted without and against your orders, and in viol
store the statas you had pledged your honor to maintain.
at War, immediate and proper adviser ia this whole matter, waited anxiously for your decis-
lon, until be felt that delay was becoming dishonor.  More than twelve hours passed, and two
cabinet meotings had mlEnmcd, before you knew what the authorities of South Carolina had
dom;' and yoor Krornpl rcision at any moment of that time would have avoided the subsequent
complications.  But, if you had known the acts of the authorities of South Carolina, should that
have prevented your keeping your faith?  What was the condition of things? For the last sixty
days you have bad in Charleston Harbor not force enough to hold the forts against an equal ene-
my. Two of them were empty—one of those two the most important in the harbor. It could
have been taken at any time. You ought to know better than any man that {t woald have been
takew but for the efforts of those who put their trust in your honor. Believing that they were
threatencd by Fort Sumter especially, the people were with difficulty restrained from securing,

of your pledg that yon wonld re-
You refused to decide.  Your Secretary

dmmndiﬂultM&Mmmmﬂmdnwnmmlh
'on did not resnforee the garrison in the harbor of Charleston.  You removed
and veteran officer from the d of Fort Moultric b he ped 1o |
ammanition. You refused to send additional to the same garrison

the officer appointed to succeed him.  You acee the resignation of the
eminent member of your cabinet rather than allow the garrison 0 bo strength- |
omhduoﬂwnumdurm&mmw return immediately to the arsonal |
maskets be had taken to arm his men.  You expressed not 1o one, but to many, of the |
distinguished of our public ch whoso testimony will be placed spon the record when-
ever it is A jety for a peaceful termi of this controversy, and your willing-
“lﬂmmﬂlnqmdllrm{fmnmabwuhwm to the govern- |
you ised 1o submit to ’ i
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ment, whose P Cong You d and acted oo
assurances from the highest official authorities of South Carolina, that vo attempt would be made |
to disturb of the forts and y of the United States, if you would not disturb
their condition until the comm had been sent, and the attempt (o nogotiate had

failed. You took from the members of the Hoase of Reprosentatives a writien memorandum that
po such attempt should be made, ** provided that no reenforcements should be sent into those forts,
and their relative military status shall remain as at prosent.”  And alibough you attach no foree
to the acoe, of such a paper—although you “ comsidered it as nothing more in offect than the
premise of hi bonorable gentlemen™—as an obligation on one side, without comesponding obli.
gation on the otLr—lt must be remembered (if we were rightly informed ) that you were pledged,
if you ever did send re-enforcements, to retarn it 1o those from whom you had received it, before
executed resolution,  You sent orders to your officers, commanding them strictly to fol.
a line of condoct in conformity with sach an understanding. Besides all this, you had re.
ceived formal and official notice from the Governor of South Carolina thar we had been appoint-
od commissioners, and were on our way to Washington. You knew the implied condition under
which we came ; our arrival was notified to you, and an hour appointed for an loterview. We
arrived in Washington on Wednesday, at 8 o'clock, and you appoinied an interview with us at 1
the next day. Early on that day (Thursday) the news was received bere of the movement of
Major Anderson. That news was communicated to you immediately, and you postponed oar
mecting until 2} o'clock on Friday, in onrder that you might consult your cabioet. On Friday we
saw you, and we called upon you then to redeem your pledge. Yoo could not deny it. ' With the
facts we have stated, and in the face of the crowning and conclusive fact that your Secretary of
War had resigned his seat in the cabinet, upon the publicly avowed ground that the action of Ma.
jor Anderson had violated the pledged faith of the government, and that, unless the pledge was
i Iy red d, be was dish 1, denial was impossible ; you did not deny it.  You do not |
deny it now, but you seck to eseape from its obligation on the grounds, first, that we terminated all
gotiation by d ding, as & preliminary, the withdrawal of the United States troops from the
harbor of Charleston ; and, second, that the authorities of South Carolins, instead of asking ex-
planation, and giving you the opportunity to vindicate yourself, took possession of other property
of the United States. ~ We will examine both.

In the first place, we deny positively that we have ever in any way made any such demand.
Our letter is in your ion ; it will stand by this on record. In it we informed you of the ob-
jects of our mission. We say that it would have been our duty to have assured you of our read-
iness to commence negotiations with the most earnest and anxious desire to settle all questions be-
tween us amicably and to our mataal advantage, but that events had rendered that assurance im-
possible. We stated the events, and we said that until some satisfactory explanation of these
events was given us, we could not proceed ; and then, having made this request for explanation,
we added, ** And in conclusion we would urge upon you the immediate withdrawal of the troops
from the harbor of Charleston. Under present circumstances they are a standing menace, which
renders negotiation impossible,” ete. ** Under present circumstances!” What circumstances ?
Why, clearly the occupation of Fort Sumter and the dismantling of Fort Moultrie by Major An-
derson, in the face of your pledges, and without explanation or practical disavowal. And there is
nothing in the letter which would, or could, have prevented you from declining to withdraw the
troops, and offering the restoration of the status to which you were pledged, if such had been your
desire. It would have been wiser and better, in our opinion, to have withdrawn the troops, and
this opinion we urged upon you ; but we demanded nothing but such au explanation of the events
of the last twenty-four hours as would restore our confidence in the spirit with which the negotia-
tions should be conducted. In relation to this withdrawal of the troops from the harbor, we are
compelled, however, to notice one passage of your letter. Referring to it, you say, **This I can
not do; this I will not do. Such an idea was never thought of by me in any possible contingencey.
No allusion to it had ever been made in any communication between myself and any human being.”

In reply to this statement, we are compelled to say, that your conversation with us left upon
our minds the distinet impression that you did seriously contemplate the withdrawal of the troops
from Charleston Harbor.  And in support of this impression, we would add, that we have the pos-
itive assurance of gentlemen of the highest possible public reputation and the most unsullied in-
tegrity—men whose name and fame, seeured by long service and patriotic achievements, place
their testimony beyond cavil—that such snggestions had been made to and urged upon you by
them, and had formed the subject of more than one earnest discussion with you. And it was this
knowledge that induced us to urge upon you a policy which had to reecommend it its own wisdom
and the might of such authority. As to the second point, that the authorities of South Carolina,

of asking explanations, and giving you the opportunity to vindicate yourself, took pos-
session of other property of the United States, we would observe: 1. That even if this were so,
it does not avail you for defense, for the opportunity for decision was afforded you before these
fucts oceurred. We arrived in Washington on Wednesday ; the news from Major Anderson
reached here early on Thursday, and was i liatel icated to you. All that day men
of the highest consideration—men who had striven successfully to lift you to your great office—
who had been your tried and true friends through the troubles of your administration, sought you
and entreated you to act—to act at once. They told you that every hour complicated your posi-
Gion. They only asked you to give the assurance that if the facts were so—that if the commander

| fied in the presenco of a superior enemy, and in imminent peril.

without blood, the ion of this important fortress. After many and reiterated assurances

given on your brhn‘f, which we can not believe unauthorized, they determined to forbear, and i:’x
good faith sent on their commisioners to negotiate with you. They meant you no harm—wished
you no {ll. They thought of you kindly, believed you true, and were willing, as far as was con-
sistent with duty, to spare you unnecessary and hostile collision.  Scarcely had these commission-
ers left than Major Anderson waged war. No other words will describe his action. It was not a
poaceful change from one fort to another; it was a bostile act in the highest sense, and only justi-
He abandoned his position,
spiked his guns, burned his gun-carriages, made preparations for the destruction of his post, and
withdrew, under cover of the night, to a safer position. This was war. No man could have be-

| Neved (without your assarance) that any officer could have taken such a step, ““not only without

orders, bat against orders.™ What the state did was in simple self-defense ; for this act, with all
its attonding circumstances, was as moch war as firing a volley ; and war being thus begun, until
those commencing it explained their action and disavowed their intention, there was no room for
delay; and even at this moment while we are writing, it is more than probable, from the tenor of
your letter, that reenforcements are hurrying on to the conflict, so that when the first gua shall
fired, there will have beon on yoar part one continuous, consistent series of actions, commenc-
ing fn & demonstration essentially warlike, supported by regular re-enforcements, and terminating
in defeat or victory, And all this without the slightest provocation; for, among the many things
which you have sald, there is one thing you ean not say—you have waited anxionsly for news from

the seat of war, in hopes that delay woold farnish some excuse for this precipitation. But this
“tangible evidence of & design to proeeed to a hostile act, on the part of the authorities of Sonth
Carolina,™ which ix the only justification of Major Anderson you are forced to admit, *“ has not
yet been alleged™ Bat you bave decided, you have resolved to hold, by force, what you have ob-
taioed throogh oar misplaced confidence; and by refusing to disavow the action of ﬁ(;xjur Ander-
son, have converted his violation of orders into a legitimate act of your executive anthority. Be
the issue what it may, of this we are assured, that, if Fort Moultrie has been recorded in history as

s memorial of Carolina gallantry, Fort Sumter will live upon the succecding page as an imperish-
able testimony of Carolina faith.

By your course you have probably rendered civil war inevitable. Be it so. If you choose to
foree this issue npon ns, the State of South Carolina will accept it, and, relying upon Him who is
the God of Justice as well as the God of Hosts, will endeavor to perform the great duty which lies
before her hopefully, bravely, and thoroughiy:

Our mission being one for negotiation and peace, and your note leaving us without hope of a
withdrawal of the troops from Fort Sumter, or of the restoration of the status quo existing at the
time of our arrival, and intimating, as we think, your determination to re-enforce the garrison in
the h‘“"’f of Charleston, we respectfully inform you that we purpose returning to Charleston to-
morrow afternoon.

We have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants,

R. W. BARNWELL, ?
J. H. Apaus, > Commissioners,
James L. Org, S

To his Excellency the President of the Unlted Statea

The following is the indorsement upon the document :

p . Executive Mansion, 3} o'clock, \Yednesdny.

This paper, just presented to the President, is of such a character that he declines to re-
ceive it,

* The original of this letter was found by the correspondent of the New York Times among
some papers which fell into the hands of the United States forces npon their sudden oceupation
of Fernandina, Florida. It is here (p. 32) reprodaced in fac-simile.  The resolations to which it
refers were not distinguished in any way from the rest of the rebellious resolves of the period.
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FAC-SIMILE OF THE SUPEESCRIPTION AND FEANK OF TUE LETTEE.
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of the government and disruption of the republic. With these men seces-
sion was a foregone conclusion, and delay and vacillation on the part of the
supporters of the government only aided the accomplishment of their de-
signs. This was made plain on the 31st by Senator Benjamin, of Louisiana,
a state which had not yet taken even the preliminary steps to secession. In
a speech meant both as a threat and a valedictory, he announced to the Sen-
ate that during the next week Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida would sep-
arate from the Union; that a week after Georgia would follow them, to be
followed shortly by Louisiana and Arkansas. He declared that the day of
adjustment was past, and that when the members of that body parted, they
would part to meet again as senators in one common council-chamber of
the nation no more forever; and, announcing it as his belief that there could
not be peaceable secession, he defied the attempt to subdue the revolted
people to the authority of the Constitution. Couching this defiance in the
phraseology adopted by the conspirators, he closed his speech with these
words: “What may be the fate of this horrible contest none can foretell;
but this much I will say—the fortunes of war may be adverse to our arms;
you may carry desolation into our peaceful land, and with torch and fire-
brand may set our cities in flames; you may even emulate the atrocities of
those who in the days of our Revolution hounded on the bloodthirsty sav-
age; you may give the protection of your advancing armies to the furious
fanatics who desire nothing more than to add the horrors of servile insur-
rection to civil war; you may do this and more, but you never can subju-
gate us; you never can subjugate the free sons of the soil into vassals pay-
ing tribute to your power; you can never degrade them into a servile and
inferior race—never, never, never!”

This burst of bombastic prophesying, in which, with equal reason, vindic-
tiveness was assumed as the motive, ruthlessness as the means, and servile
subjection as the end in view of those who insisted that all should submit
to the Constitution which all had adopted, and all obey the laws which all
had had a voice in framing, was received with an uproar of applause in the
galleries, which were filled with the sympathizers with disunion, who swarm-
ed then in Washington and for a long time afterward. The outcries and
confusion were so disgraceful, that even Mr. Benjamin’s friends on the floor
of the chamber were ashamed, and Mr. Mason, of Virginia, moved the clear-
ing of the galleries, and the Senate immediately adjourned. Thus the peo-
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VAC-SIMILE OF SENATOR YULEX'S LETTER (referred to on p. 1

HARPERS PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE CIVIL WAR

-

ple of the United States saw the year close upon them in
distress, and weakness, which had opened upon them united,
perous, and powerful. s
With the beginning of a new year a new attitude was assumed
ington. President Buchanan, no longer daring to stand before t
as an accomplice by default in the conspiracy against the repul
made some show of an attempt to preserve the existence and ex
power of the government of which he was the head. It was high time
him to do so. The purposes of the conspirators developed themselves -
ly; and it became clear that they aimed not only at secession, but at usur,
ation, by the occupation of the national capital, the possession of the arcl
and the consequent recoguition of their faction as the government of
United States, to the exclusion of the free states, except such as it sho
suit them to admit to a share of their stolen privileges® And it should be
always remembered that they labored constantly under the supposition, at
first not entirely unfounded, that there was a large, if not a controlling par-
ty in the free states who looked with favor upon their movement, and who
would give to them a moral, and perhaps a material, support. They threat-
ened that the President elect should never be inaugurated ; and some of them
even went so far as to avow a belief that they would be able to reconstruct
the Union in their interest, with the omission of the New England states.
That they were grievously in error, all their fellow-citizens, except their
Northern accomplices, knew in their inmost hearts; but few then knew how
deeply that feeling was rooted, and how strongly nourished, which they sup-
posed would wither away in the first heat of adversity; and n forming
the plan of a new republic, from which New England should be excluded,
they must have left out of their calculation the significant fact that New 7
England had mostly peopled the Northern states, and had entirely given
them their moral tone and intellectual character. Such, however, were their
plans; and Mr. Buchanan found that it was no longer safe for him to fail to
interpose such checks upon their execution as a decent regard for the duties
of his high office demanded. Lieutenant General Scott was called into con-
sultation with the cabinet, in which General John A.Dix had replaced Mr.
Cobb, and Postmaster General Holt, an able, patriotic, and honorable Demo-
crat, had been charged with the functions of the War office. Measures were
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taken for the military protection of the capital by the organization of
the militia of the District, and the
concentration of a few regular com-
panies of artillery ; and means were
sought of increasing the garrisons of
the principal forts in the slave states,
and particularly those in the harbor
of Charleston. But for the latter ob-
ject the time had long passed, and
even for the former it proved to be
almost too late. The steam frigate
Brooklyn, just arrived at Norfolk
navy yard after a three years’ cruise,
was almost the only national ship of
any consequence manned and equip-
ped, and within reach of the govern-
ment. She was ordered not to dis-
charge her crew, and to remain in
readiness to sail with a smaller ves-
sel at an hour’s notice. The pun
poses of the government got wind
immediately, and reached the ears of
the secessionists. At Norfolk they
prepared to seize the ships should
they attempt to sail; at Charleston
they removed the buoys, obstructed
the channel, and left the light-house
darkling. The enterprise was aban-
doned. But the defense of Wash-
ington, and the measures necessary
to insure the inauguration of Mr.
Lincoln, went on as rapidly as possi-
ble, under the eye of Captain Charles
Stone, of the Ordnance corps, to
whom, at General Scott’s recommend-
ation, was committed the organiza-
tion of the District militia, which,
though not numerous, was thought
sufficient for the emergency. A com-
pany of marines was sent to Fort
Washington, fourteen miles below
the capital, on the Potomac, and the
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* From the Charleston Courier, Feb. 12th, 1861.

*‘The South might, after uniting, under a new
confederacy, treat the disorganized and demor-
alized Northern states as insurgents, and deny
them recognition.  Bat if peaceful division en-
sucs, the South, after taking the federal capital
and archives, and being recognized by all for-
eign powers as the government de facto, can,
if they see proper, recognize the Northern con-
federacy or confederacies, and enter into treaty
stipulations with them. Were this not done, it
would be difficult for the Northern states to take
a place among nations, and their flag would nos
be respected or recognized.”



. and war, his country owed
- other living man, himself to meeting the military
which he had foreseen, and for which, if his counsels had
the -gonpmt would have been fully prepared. There is
this, sad as it is to believe that all the woes which fell upon the
t have been warded off'if he had been listened to, who, at such
::l best right to be heard. The political sagacity and fore-
of

made General Scott the great peace-maker, as well as the
great n of the republic, bad not deserted him in his advancing years;
‘and he as early as October 20th, 1860, addressed a memorandum to the
; and the Secretary of War, in which he set forth the almost cer-
~tain endeavor to destroy the Union upon the election of Mr. Lincoln ; among
i W he was not, but whose election he could not believe would
be by “any unconstitutional violence or breach of law.” Such vio-
~lence or breach he, in his integrity and love of country, regarded as the only
ification of armed insurrection; but he knew the men of whom he
wrote, and he did not believe that they would wait until they had either
law or right on their side. In this remarkable paper he pointed out, with
singular sagacity, as the event proved, that the Southern people, or those
who spoke and actéd for them, would seize the United States forts within

GENERAL SCOTT'S VIEWS.

. v
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of owe or more

To save time, the of secossion may be conceded, and instantly balanced by the correlative
right, on the part of the federal government, numhcm‘ormornmilomukhby
if necessary, its former continuity of territory.—[Paley’s Moral and Political Philosophy,

i

Bat break this glorions Union by whatever line or lines that political madness may contrive, and
hmldhuona of reaniti thelhmhm%by laceration and despotism of the
sword, To effect resalt, the intestine wars of our Mexican neighbors would, in comparison

with ours, sink into mere child’s play.
A smaller evil would be to allow the fragments of the great republic to form themselves into
mmm

All the lines of between the new Unions can not bo accurately drawn in advance,
but many of them mately may. Thas, Jooking to natural bou jos and commercial af-
finitics, some of the frontiers, after many waverings and conflicts, might perhaps become
scknowledged and fixed :

1. The Potomac River and the Chesapeake Bay to the Atlantic. 2. From Maryland, along the

the Blue Ridge) range of mountaing, to some point in the coast

say the head of the Potomac to the west or northwost, which it will
be most difficult to settle. 4. The crest of the Rocky Mountains,

The southeast confederacy wounld, in all hnwruhdilily.in loss than five years after the rup-

indicated above, the Atlantic and the Gulf

of Mexico, with its capi li

the first and second lines
at say Columbia, South C, The country botween the second,

third, and fonrth of those lines would, beyond a doubt, in about the same time, constitute another |
The boundaries of the Pacific |

cy, with its capital at probably Alton or Quincy, Ilinoks.
Union are the most definite of all, and the remaining states would constitute the northesst confod-
eracy, with its capital at Alh-n{.t

It, at the first thought, will be considered strange that seven slavebolding states and parts of

Virginia and Florida should be placed (abore) in a new confederacy with Ohlo, Indiana, ook, |

elc.; but when the overwhelming weight of the great Northwest ks taken in connection with the
laws of trade, contiguity of territory, and the comparative indifference to freesoll doctrines on the
part of Western Virginia, Kentueky, Tennowee, and Missoun, it is evident that bat liutle, if any
coercion, beyond moral foree, would bo needed to embrace thom ; and I have omitted the tempta-
tion of the unwasted public lands which would fall entire to this confederacy—an appanage (well
busbanded) sufficient for many generations, As to Misoori, Arkamas, and Misshwippd, they
would not stand oot & month. Louisians would coalescs without much solicitation, and Alabama,
with West Florida, would be conquered the fint winter, from the alwolate need of Pensacola for a
naval dépot.

If I might presume to address the South, and particolarly dear Virginia—being * native here
and to the manor born™—I would affectionately ask, Will not your slaves bo Joss sccare, and thoir
Jabor less profitable, under the new order of things than under the old?  Could you employ profit-
ably two hundred slaves in all Nebraska, or five hondred in all New Mexico? The right, then, to
take them thither would be & barren right.  And is it not wise 10

* Rather bear the fs we bhave,
Thao fy 1o others that we konow mol of ™

The Declaration of Independence proclaims and consecrates the same maxim: ** Prodence, in-
deed, will dictate that governments long established should not be changed for light and transient
caimes.” And Paley, too, lays down as a fundamental maxim of statesmanship, ** Never to pursue
national Aonor as distinct from national inferest ;" but adds: **This rule acknowledges that it is
often necessary to assert the honor of a nation for the sake of its interests.”

The excitement that threatens sccession is caused by the near prospect of a Republican’s elec-
tion to the presidency. From a sense of propriety as a soldier, I Ln\'u taken no part in the pend-
ing canyass, and, as always heretofore, mean to stay away from the polls. My sympathies, how-
ever, are with the Bell and Everett ticket. With Mr. Lincoln I have had no commaunication what-
ever, direct or indirect, and have no recollection of ever having seen his person; but can not be-
lieve any unconstitutional violence, or breach of law, is to be apprehended from his administration
of the federal government.

From a knowledge of our Sonthern population, it is my solemn conviction that there is some
danger of an early act of rashness preliminary to secession, viz., the seizure of some or all of the
following posts: Forts Jackson and St. Philip, in the Mississippi, below New Orleans, both with-
out garrisons; Fort Morgan, below Mobile, without a garrison; Forts Pickens and M‘Rea, Pen-
sacola Harbor, with an insufficient garrison for one ; Fort Palaski, below Savannah, without a gar-
rison; Forts Moultrie and Sumter, Charleston Harbor, the former with an insufficient garrison,
and the latter without any; and Fort Monroe, Hampton Roads, without a sufficient garrison. In
my opinion, all these works should be immediately so garrisoned as to make any attempt to take
any one of them, by surprise or coup-de-main, ridiculous.

With the army faithful to its allegiance, and the navy probably equally so, and with a federal
executive, for the next twelve months, of firmness and moderation, which the country has a right
to expect—moderation being an clement of power not less than firmness—there is good reason to
hope that the danger of secession may be made to pass away without one conflict of arms, one
execution, or one arrest for treason.

In the mean time, it is suggested that exports should remain as free as at present; all duties,
however, on imports, collected (outside of the cities*), as such receipts would be needed for the na-
tional debt, invalid pensions, etc., and only articles contraband of war be refused admittance.
But even this refusal would be unnecessary, as the foregoing views eschew the idea of invading a
seceded state, WINFIELD SCOTT.

New York, October 29, 1860,

Lieutenant General Scott’s respects to the Secretary of War to say,

That a copy of his ** Views,” ete., was dispatched to the President yesterday in great haste ;
but the copy intended for the Secretary, better transcribed (herewith), was not in time for the
mail. General Scott would be happy if the latter could be substituted for the former.

It will be seen that the ““ Views” only apply to a case of secession that makes a gap in the pres-
ent Union. The falling off say of Texas, or of all the Atlantic states, from the Potomac south,
was not within the scope of General Scott's proyisional remedies.

It is his opinion that instructions should be given at once to the commanders of the Barrancas,
Forts Moultric and Monroe, to be on their guard against surprises and coups-de-main.  As to reg-
wlar approaches, nothing can be said or done, at this time, without volunteers.

There is one (regular) company at Boston, one here (at the Narrows), one at Pittsburg, ene at
Augusta, Georgia, and one at Baton Rouge—in all five companies only, within reach, to garrison
or re-enforce the forts mentioned in the ‘“ Views.”

General Scott is all solicitude for the safety of the Union. - He is, however, not without hope

* In forts or on board ships of war, The great sim and object of this plan was to gain time—eay eight or ten

months —to await expected measures of conciliation on the part of the North, and the subsidence of angry feellngs in
e opposite quarter.

| the Union.
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their reach even before they had seceded. He recommended the immedi
ate garrisoning of all these forts, and particularly of Forts Moultrie, Monroe,
Pickens, and M‘Rea, with such a force as to make any attempt to seize them

| by coup-de-main impossible; and he suggested that, in case of secession,

commerce should remain unrestricted, but duties be collected on imports by
forces stationed in forts or ships of war. But, alas! he was obliged to ad-
mit, in this very memorandum, that for the defense of the nine great forts
which he mentioned, the government had, except the small garrisons of
Moultrie and Monroe, but five companies of troops within reach, and those
scattered at five posts separated hundreds of miles from each other; and,
sadder still, he was obliged to send his patriotic warning and his wise coun-
sels to a President who was supinely faithless to his trust, and to a Secre.
tary of War who was one of the most active conspirators against the very
government of which he was a member.* General Wool, too, one of the
ablest and most honorable soldiers of the Union, had, as early as the 6th of
December, addressed General Cass, Secretary of State, a letter, in which he
set forth the imminent peril of the country, the frightful proportions which
a civil war, inevitable upon secession, would assume, and pointed out the
way in which to avoid it, by firm, decided, prompt, and energetic measures,
Among these he particularly named the immediate increase of the garrison
of Fort Moultrie.® But General Wool's letter was as little heeded as the

that all dangers and difficulties will pass away without leaving a scar or painful llecti _
hind. The Secretary’s most obedient -ern\m,y 5 pRilpRaecolicction lie

October 00, 1560,
X General Wool's Letters.
s December 81, 1860,

Mr pear S, —Sonth Carolina, after twenty-seven years—Mr. Rhett uminy years—of con-
stant and increasing cfforts by her leaders to induce her to secede, has declared herself out of the
Union ; and this, too, without the slightest wrorg or injustice done her people on the part of the
government of the United States.  Although she may have seized the revenue cutter, raised her
treasonable Palmetto flag over the United States Arsenal, the Custom-house, Post-office, Castle
Pinckney, and Fort Moultrie, sho is not ot of the Union, nor beyond the pale of the United
States.  Before she ean get out of their jurisdiction or control, a reconstruction of the Constitution
must be had, or eieil war enswe, In the latter case, it would require no prophet to foretell the result.

It is reported that Mr. Buchanan has received informally the commissioners appointed by the
rebels of South Carolina to negotiate for the public property in the harbor of Charleston, and for
other purposes. 1t is also reported that the President disapproved of the conduct of Major An-
derson, who, being satisfied that he would not be able to defend Fort Moultrie with the few men
under his command, wisely took possession of Fort Sumter, where he could protect himself and
the country from the disgrace which might have occurred if he had remained in Fort Moultrie.
Being the commander in the Warbor, he had the right to occupy Fort Sumter, an act which the
safety of the Union as well as his own honor demanded. It is likewise stated that apprehensions
are entertained that Major Anderson will be required to abandon Fort Sumter and reoccupy Fort
Moultrie. There can be no foundation for such apprehensions; for surely the President wouald
not surrender the citadel of the harbor of Charleston to rebels.  Furt Sumter commands the en-
trance, and in a few hours could demolish Fort Moultrie. So long as the United States keeps
rv-nnim of this fort, the independence of South Carolina will only be in name, and not in fact.

f, however, it should be surrendored to South Carolina, which I do not apprehend, the smothered
indignation of the free states would be roused beyond control. It would not be in the power of any
one to restrain it.  Ja twenry dags two hundred thousand men would be in readiness to take vengeance
on all who would betray the Usion into the hands of its enemdies. Be assured that I do not exagger-
ate the feelings of the people.  They are already sufficiently excited at the agtempt to dissolve the
Union for no other reason than that they constitutionally exercised the most precious right con-

| ferred on them, of voting for the person whom they considered the most worthy and best qualified

to All the office of President.
livered over to South Carolina

I am not, however, pleading for the free states, for they are not in danger, but for the Union
and the presorvation of the cotton states. Those who sow the wind may expect to reap the whirl-
wind. The keaders of South Carolina eould not have noticed that we live in an age of progress,
and that all Christendom is making rapid strides in the march of civilization and freedom. If
they had, they would have discovered that the announcement of every victory obtained by the hero
of the nincicenth contary, Garibaldi, in favor of the oppressed of Ttaly, did not fail to electrify
every American heart with joy and gladness.  ** Where liberty dwells there is my country,” was
the declaration of the illestrious Franklin. This principle is too strongly implanted in the heart
and miod of every man in the free states to be surrendered because South Carolina desires it in
order 1o extend the arca of slavery. With all christianized Europe and nearly all the civilized
world opposed to slavery, are the Southern states prepared to set aside the barriers which shield
and proteet their institutions under the United States government?  Would the separation of the
South from the North give greater security to slavery than it has now under the Constitution of
the Union? What security would they have for the return of runaway slaves? I apprehend

Fort Sumter, therefore, ought not, and, I presume, will not be de-

; e .
| none; while the number of runaways would be greatly angmented, and the difficulties of which

slavcholders complain would be increased tenfold. However much individuals might condemn

| slavery, the free states are prepared to sustain and defend it as guaranteed by the Constitution.

In conclusion, I would avoid the bloody and desolating example of the Mexican states. I am
now, and forever, in favor of the Union, its preservation, and the rigid maintenance of the rights
and interests of the states, individoally as well as collectively.  Yours, ete., Joux E. WooL.

General Wool to General Cuss, before the resignation of the latter.
[Private.) Troy, Dec. 6, 1860.

My pear Gexerar,—OId associations and former friendship induce me to venture to address
to you a few words on the state of the country. My letter is headed **private” because I am not
authorized to address you officially.

I have read with pleasure the President’s Message.  Sowoth Carolina says she intends to leave
Her representatives in Congress say she has already left the Union. It wonld seem
that she is neither to be conciliated nor comforted. 7 command the Eastern Department, which
includes South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi. You know me well. I
have ever been a firm, decided, faithful, and devoted friend of my country. 1/ I can aid the Pres-
ident to preserve the Union, I hope he will command my services. It will never do for him or you to
leave Washington without every star in this Union is in its place. Therefore, no time should be lost
in adopting measures to defeat those who are conspiring against the Union. Hesitancy or delay
may be no less fatal to the Union than to the President or your own high standing as a statesman.

It seems to me that troops should be sent to Charleston to man the forts in that harbor. You
have eight companics at Fort Monroe, Va.  Three or four of these companies should be sent, without
a moment's delay, to Fort Moultrie. It will save the Union and the President much trouble. It
is said that to send at this time troops to that harbor would produce great excitement among the
people.  That is nonsense, when the people are as much excited as they can be, and the leaders
are determined to execute their long-meditated purpose of separating the state from the Union.
So long as you command the entrance to the city of Charleston, South Carolina can not separate
herself from the Union. Do not leave the forts in the harbor in a condition to induce an attempt
to take possession of them. It might easily be done at this time. If South Carolina should take
them, it might, as she anticipates, induce other states to join her.

Permit me to entreat you to urge the President to send at once three or four companies of artil-
lery to Fort Moultrie. The Union can be preserved, but it requires firm, decided, prompt, and
energetic measures on the part of the President.  He has only to exert the power conferred on
him by the Constitution and laws of Congress, and all will be safe, and he will prevent a civil war,
which never fails to eall forth all the baser passions of the human heart. If a separation should
take place, you may rest assured blood would flow in torrents, followed by pestilence, famine, and
desolation, and Senator Seward's irrepressible conflict will be brought to a conclusion much sooner than
he could possibly have anticipated. Let me conjure you to save the Union, and thereby avoid the
bloody and desolating example of the states of Mexico. A separation of the states will bring with
it the desolation of the cotton states, which are unprepared for war. Their weakness will be found
in the number of their slaves, with but few of the essentials to carry on war, while the free states
will have all the elements and materials for war, and to a greater extent than any other people on
the face of the globe.

Think of these things, my dear general, and save the country, and save the prosperous South
from pestilence, famine, and desolation. Peaceable secession is not to be thought of. Even if it
should take place, in three months we would have a bloody war on our hands. Very truly your
friend, Jonx E. Woor.

Hon, Lewis Cass, S

7 of State, Wash D.C.
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TUE STEAM-SIIP *‘STAR OF THE WEST."

Licutenant General’s had been, and the consequences were just what both
the military patriots had foreseen and foretold. The government would
now have gladly followed their counsels, but it was too late.

At Charleston, on the contrary, alacrity as well as audacity characterized
all that was done. The return of the South Carolina commissioners from
Washington with the announcement that the President had refused to hold
any farther communication with them, gave a new stimulus to the pride and
the pugnacity of the secessionists. They affected to regard this refusal as
an insult, and began to lash themselves into fury, but also to take most vig-
orous measures against the government by which they chose to regard them-
sclves as insulted. They hastened the repairs and the armament of Fort
Moultrie, commenced the erection of batteries upon Sullivan’s Island and
Morris's Island, two points which commanded both the entrance to the har-
bor and Fort Sumter; the commander of Castle Pinckney ordered that no
boat should approach the wharf-head without permission ; the city was put
under the protection of a military patrol, look-out boats were stationed in the
outer harbor at night, and the telegraph was placed under censorship. All
the citizens of Charleston liable to military duty were, without exception,
called to arms.  The collector of the port, appointed to his office by the
United States government, announced that all vessels from and for ports
outside of South Carolina must enter and clear at Charleston. The Con-
ince defining treason against the state, and declar-
with a misunderstanding of an old criminal law-
, but horrible in the vengeful purpose indicated by
death without benefit of the t'Ivrg_\ 28

vention passed an ordi

whic

ing its punishment,

rous in 1tse

phrase, ludic
it, was to be “ Delegates were ap-
An appeal was made by
the leading newspaper of Charleston to the people of Florida, to seize the
national forts at Pensacola and Key West, and the capture of the California
treasure-ships bound northward through the Gulf of Mexico was recom-
llll‘llllt'\]A

pointed to attend a convention of seceding states.

This appeal was addressed to the people of 4 commonwealth
which had not yet even gone through the form of seceding from the gov-
ernment which had bought and paid for the very soil on which they lived !
With a similar disregard of the proprietary rights of that government, the
South Carolina authorities forbade the United States sub-treasurer of
Charleston to cash any more drafts from Washington. But in this respect
move reccived one honest counter-check, which provoked
merriment; for Governor Pickens, writing to the Secretary of the
Treasury for a balance of )

their dishonest
some
33000 due upon his salary as United States min-
1ster to Russia, received in re ply a draft upon the sub-treasury the payments
of which he had assumed to stop.

pl o e 3

T'hese bold steps were met only by timidity and hesitation on the part of
the government. If Fort Sumter were to be retained, it must needs be re-en-
forced. An attempt was therefore made to send supplies and men to Major

¢ The old penalty of death without benefit of clergy is now,
lhlny_s. has Iu_vn. of necessity, long obsolete. It had no reference to the attendance of a clergyman
or minister of the Gospel upon the condemned criminal, but was a barbarous sign of the ]n-‘:'nli:tr
l’l’l\ll*‘l»'wlul the clergy of the Roman Church, which asserted and maintained a right to try its
clergy At its own tribunals. 'When, therefore, a'man was condemned and about to be sentenced
he claimed, if he could, that he was a clergyman; and, as proof, offered to show that ke could

read, then an accomplishment confined to clergymen.  Bu, as learning advanced, it became nec-
essary to do away with this ** benefit of clergy.” :

and, from the changed condition of

Anderson, but in such a shuffling way, and with such a pitiful result, that it
is a shame to tell the story. A large steam-ship, the Star of the West; was
chartered, and with a supply of commissary stores and ammunition, and two
hundred and fifty artillerists and marines, she sailed from New York on the
5th of January. But, although her destination was Charleston Harbor, she
cleared for New Orleans and Havana, and she did not take the troops on
board until she was far down the Bay. The attempted deceit entirely fail-
ed. The Charleston people were fully informed as to the project by some
of their innumerable spies, who swarmed over the country. The vessel ar-
rived off Charleston Bar in the middle of the night of the 9th. She there
lay to of necessity; for the lights in the light-houses were all out, and the
buoys removed. She put out her own lights, and awaited the dawning. As
the day began to break she discovered a small steamer just inshore of her,
which, on making the reciprocal discovery, steamed away for the ship chan-
nel, burning blue and red signals, and sending up rockets as she went. The
Star of the West followed, with the national flag at her peak, until she was
within about two miles of both Fort Sumter and Fort Moultrie, when a bat-
tery on Morris's Island, about half a mile off, not noticed until then, opened
fire upon her. Another large United States flag was immediately run up
at the fore, but still the battery continued its fire. Perhaps this surprised
the officers of the vessel, for before she was headed for the harbor the troops
were all sent below, so that they could not be seen, no one but the crew
being allowed on deck; and it really did seem as if the government of the
United States might be allowed to smuggle two hundred and fifty men into
one of its own fortresses. But the well-informed seceders thought other-
wise; and as to the flag of their country, they were but too glad of an op-
portunity for insulting it. So the fire was kept up upon the advancing
steamer, which soon found herself in a very awkward position. The shot
were flying over her deck and through her rigging; she had been hit once.
To reach Fort Sumter, she would be obliged to pass within three quarters of

a mile of Fort Moultrie, from which already an armed schooner had put off,

towed by two steam-tugs. Thus cut off, hemmed in, and fired upon, with-

out the means of returning fire, the commander of the Star of the West con-

cluded that, if he persisted, there was no chance of any other event than the

loss of his vessel and of many lives; and after remaining under fire for ten

minutes, during which seventeen shots were fired at him from the battery,

and some from Fort Moultrie, he turned his ship about and headed for New

York, where he arrived on the 12th, to the great disappointment and hu-

miliation of all true men, who were hardly less disgusted at this skulking

attempt than chagrined at its failure.”

Report of the Captain of the Star of the West.
Steam-ship Star of the West, New York, Saturday, Jan. 12, 1861.

M. O. Roperts, Esq.: Sir,—After leaving the wharf on the 5th inst., at 5 o'clock P.M., we
proceeded down the Bay, where we hove to, and took on board four officers and two hundred sol-
dicrs, with their arms, ammunition, ete., and then proceeded to sea, crossing the bar at Sandy
Hook at 9 P.M. Nothing unusual took place during the passage, which was a pleasant one for
this season of the year.

We arrived at Charleston Bar at 1 30 A.M. on the 9th inst., but could find no guiding marks
for the Bar, as the lights were all ont. We proceeded with caution, running very slow and sound-
ing, until about 4 AM.,, being then in four and a half fathoms water, when we discovered a
light through the haze which at that time covered the horizon. Concluding that the lights were
on Fort Sumter, after getting the bearings of it we steered to the S.W. for the main ship channel,
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Anderson, therefore,

THE FIRST FLAG OF TRUOE.

But what did Major Anderson under these circumstances? He behaved
with the judgment and firmness which marked his conduct throughout his
trial. It must be remembered that communication had been cut off
between Fort Sumter and the main land, and that Major Anderson knew
nothing of the intention of sending him supplies and re-enforcements. When,
the Star of the West hove in sight of his battlements, she was to
rely a merchant steamer entering Charleston Harbor, and having no
special claim on his protection. His orders were strictly to act upon the de-
but the fort were on the alert, and he him-
self stood, glass in hand, upon the ramparts. To his grief, but perhaps not
to his surpris e first shot fired from Morris’s Island, and he orders

severe

therefore,

all the little garrison of

1ve ;

his shotted guns which bear upon that battery to be run out. A second
shot, and up goes : r flag at the fore. Is this a signal to him? He can
not tell. Shall he fire upon the assailants? He longs to give the word;
but he is not attacked; his orders justify him only in self-defense, and to

fire begins the lmll ors of civil war.  Still the steamer keeps her course, and

shot after ired upon her. The men at the guns begin to fret, and
the captain of begs, “ Do let us give them one, siz.” “ Patient—be pa-
tient,” was the reply. But the battery keeps up its fire; the steamer
is hit; Fort Moultrie also opens its guns upon her. It is becoming too
much even for t | prudent man to bear, and he is about to give
the word, when, ¢ amer lwms about, and makes way out to sea

I :d commander’s doubt is settled for him.
1 from the necessity of opening fire upon the in-

as ra
Jut, alth

surg > occurrence was of so grave a nature that it could
not b unquestioned, or repeated with impunity. Major
where we hove to, to await ght, our lights having all been put out since 12 o'clock, to avoid
bein

» day began to break, v

us, burn A\\r(‘w In'A

on deck exce |l

!(ru~~ ndir
T course up n

arly (\\.‘

smoke-stack and
and stove in
the same time the

ing a schooner (I p
now became rather er
before we could keep
in tow, and the ba
ourselves from the
tion, we would endeavor t
nel, the battery firing upon us unti
water having fallen some three feet,
A.M., and continued on our e«
passage. A steamer from Charleston

In justice to the officers and crews of e
havior while under the fire of the bat

Mr. Brewer, the New York pilot, was of very grc
over Charleston Bar, and up and down the channel.

urse f fter a boisterous
ur movements,

add that their be-

) pilot the ship
y « ‘n nt servant,
Jull\ M Uu\\ ax, Captain.

addressed a note governor ¢
South Carolina, asking wh‘eﬂiﬁﬁ
firing upon an unarmed vessel bear-
ing the flag of his government was
authorized, and informing him that
if it were not disavowed he should

regard it as an act of war, and not
permxt any vessel to pass within
range of the guns of Fort Sumter.
This letter he sent with a flag of
truce to Charleston. Under the cir-
cumstances, a flag of truce was per-
haps proper, and even necessary,
and doubtless, to a military man,
the proceeding was a mere formal-
ity; but to the people there were
gloomy shadows in the folds of that
white, peaceful token. To send a
flag of truce confessed a state of war
—of civil war; it recognized the
existence of a second power in the
land ; and then what humiliation to
see an officer of the United States
army obtaining audience of the gov-
ernor of one of the states, and one
of the least important of them too,
only by virtue of a protection, a
safeguard! Governor Pickens, in
reply, assumed the respousibility of
the firing, informed Major Ander-
son that attempts to re-enforce him
would be regarded as hostile acts,
and resisted “accordingly, and lefs
him to decide whether he would
fulfill his threat as to firing upon
vessels coming within range of his
guns. The situation proved to be
graver, and the case more compli-
cated, than Major Anderson was prepared to meet without superior orders.
Of this he informed Governor Pickens, asking permission for the passage of a
messenger to Washington, which was granted.® This incident added greatly
to the excitement throughout the North, where, however, no violence or
even vivacity of feeling was yet displayed; but a gloomy, gnawing, fierce
unrest pervaded the whole land. It was felt that the government had acted
pitifully, and had been publicly caught in the act; but that Major Anderson
had borne himself only as became a brave and prudent soldier. In the first
sentence of his demand upon the insurgent governor, the words “ the flag of
my government” touched the sensitive public heart. He had been the first
to assert the existence of that government among the insurgents and to sup-
port its flag, aud he rose higher than before in public favor.

While the South Carolina insurgents were conducting their affairs with
such promptitude, such boldness, and such success, and the government was
moving with such hesitation into such miserable failure, what was the course
of events in the country at large? In the slave states the sclf-constituted
leaders of the insurrection were doing their best, by acts of usurpation with-
out even the shadow or pretense of authority, to bring about a bloody issue.

o Correspondence between Major Anderson and Governor Pickens.
To his Excellency the Governor of South Carolina :

Sir,—Two of your batteries fired this morning on an unarmed vessel bearing the flag of my
government. As I have not been notified that war has been declared by South Carolina against
the United States, I can not but think this a hostile act committed without your sanction or an-
thority. Under that hope I refrain from opening a fire on your batteries. I have the honor,
therefore, respectfully to ask whether the above-mentioned act—one which I believe without )ar-
allel in the history of our country or any other civilized government—was committed in_obedi-
ence to your instructions, and notify you, if it is not disclaimed, that I regard it as an act of war,
and I shall not, after reasonable time for the return of my messenger, permit any vessel to pass
within the range of the guns of my fort. In order to save, as far as it is in my power, the shed-
ding of blood, I beg you will take due notification of my decision for the good of all concerned,
hoping, however, your answer may justify a farther continuance of forbearance on my part. I
remain, respectfully, ROBERT ANDERSON.

Governor Pickens's Reply.

Governor Pickens, after stating the position of South Carolina toward the United States, says
any

that

attempt to send United States troops into Charleston Harbor, to re-enforce the forts,

ed as an act of hostility 1d, in conclusion, adds that any attempt to re-enforce
ort Sumter, or to retake resume possession of the forts within the waters of
a, which Major Anderson abandoned, after spiking the canmon and doing other
yut be regarded by the authorities of the state as indicative of any other purpose
n of the state by the armed force of the government; special agents, therefore,
been off the Bar to warn approaching vessels, armed and unarmed, having troops to re-enforce

an the coerci

o umter aboard, not to enter the harbo r Special orders have been given the commanders at

» not to fire on such vessels until a shot across their bows should warn them of the probibi-
tion Under th circumstances, the Star of the West, it is understood, this morning
atter r the harbor with troops, after having been notified she could not enter, and con-
se he was fired into. This act is perfectly justified by me.

Is in the harbor, it is only necessary for me to say, you must
y. Your position in the harbor has been tolerated by the author-
ities of wet of which yon complain is in perfect consistency with the rights
and duties of the state, it is n perceived how far the conduct yon propose to adopt can find a par-
allel in the history of any country, or be reconciled with any other purpose than that of your gov-
ernment imposing on the state the condition of a conquered province. F. W. PickExs.

he

Communication from Major Anderson.

To his Eyzellency Governor Pi :
Sir,—I have the honor to ac kr owledge the receipt of your communication, and say that, under
the circumstances, I have deemed it proper to refer the whole matter to my government, and in-
tend deferring the course I indicated in my note this morning until the arrival from Washington

| of such instructions as I may receive.

I have the honor also to express the hople that no obstructions will be placed in the way, and
that you will do me the favor of giving every facility for the departure and return of the bearer,
Licat. T. Talbot, who is directed to make the journey. ROBERT ANDERSON.
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January, Governor Ellis, of North Carolina, took possession of
g at Beaufort, the forts at Wilmington, and the United States
~ Amenal at Fayetteville; and on the same day Fort Pulaski, near Savannah,

~ was seized by the order of Governor Brown, of Georgia. At Mobile, the
~ Alabama secessionists demanded and received possession of the United States
‘Arsenal, thereby securing 1500 barrels of powder, 800,000 cartridges, besides
arms and other munitions of war. They also seized upon Fort Morgan, at
‘the entrance of Mobile Bay, and garrisoned it with two hundred Alabama
‘militia. Al these forts and arsenals fell into their hands without resistance ;
for so benign and peaceful was the government against which they revolted,
that its very military posts were left entirely without military protection,
in the mere keeping of a corporal and his guard. Of this absence of pro-
tective force, the secessionists of North Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama avail-
ed themselves; this trust of the whole nation in the honor of all its constitu-
ent parts, they abused before they had even nominally dissolved the bonds
which bound them to the government of the United States. Of the bor-
der states Virginia alone showed a readiness to swell the ranks of the in-
sargents. At Norfolk, almost within the very precinets of a great govern-
ment naval station, a meeting was held on the Hth of January, at which
speeches were made and resolutions passed urging resistance to ““coercion
and invasion"—the favorite phrases by which thoroughly disloyal men des-
ignated the maintenance of its power by the government. But this dispo-
sition was not yet general even in the eastern part of the state; and the
governor, in a message to the Legislature in special session, condemned South
Carolina, although be defied the United States.

COVEUNGE FICKENS

The people of the northern tier of slave states, forming the border line
between freedom and slavery, spoke out strongly for the Union, or remain-
ed in a state of quiet but anxious expectation. In Baltimore five thousand
substantial citizens addressed a letter to Governor Hicks, approving his re-
fusal to convene the Legislature of Maryland, which measure was advocated
in the interests of the secessionists; and the governor replied to the com-
missioner from the State of Alabama, who had solicited the co-operation of
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militia and other persons living near them. On the 11th of January a par-
ty of Louisiana militia seized upon the United States Marine Hospital, about
two miles below New Orleans, which contained over two Lundsed patients,
all of whom who could leave their beds were turned out immediately. At
Pensacola, a body of Florida and Alabama militia appeared before the gate
of the navy yard, and demanded possession. The officer in command, hav-
ing no force to resist the demand, yielded his post of necessity. Fort Bar-
rancas was also taken possession of in like manner. The navy yard con-
tained over one hundred thousand dollars worth of ordnance stores. The per.
petrators of this outrage had the assurance to send word to the government,
through their senators, that it was the consequence of the re-enforcement
of Fort Pickens, and to propose a restoration on both sides of the status quo
ante bellum ! The claims of science, beneficently devoted to the interests of
all mankind, were not recognized as a safeguard, and the United States
Coast Survey schooner Dana was seized on the 15th, by order of the state
authorities of Florida. The freedom of commercial intercourse was equally
disregarded by the Governor of Mississippi, who planted artillery at Vicks-
burg, on the banks of the river, to stop, for examination, all steamers passing
southward. This arbitrary interruption of the traffic of that great water
highway of the continent did much to open the eyes of the people of the
Western and Northwestern country to the consequences of the disruption of
the Union. At Augusta, the United States Arsenal was surrendered to the
militia of the place upon the demand of the Governor of Georgia.

In most of these cases the foreible seizure of the nation’s property on the
part of states took place before those states had gone through the formality
of passing an Ordinance of Secession. But it was not long lacking, this home-
made salve for wounded honor. The Mississippi Convention passed the or-
dinance on the 9th of January, Alabama on the 11th, Florida on the 12th,
Georgia on the 19th, and, to look forward a few days, Louisiana on the 28th,
and Texas on the 1st of February. In Mississippi there were fifteen dis-
senting voices; in Florida, only seven against sixty-two; but in Alabama
there were thirty-nine nays to sixty-one yeas; and in Georgia itself, secession
was openly denounced and voted against by eighty-nine of the delegates,
among whom were Alexander H. Stevens and Herschel V. Johnson, the Dem-
ocratic candidate for the vice-presidency at the last election, and Judge Lin-
ton Stevens, of the Supreme Conrt. It is important to observe how large a
proportion of the people, and what eminent and influential citizens, in some
of these states, were so earnestly opposed to secession that, in spite of the at-
tempts by social exclusion, browbeating, deceit, and even actual violence, to
bring about unanimity, they boldly declared themselves against it. Of the
evidence that the leaders and active instigators of the insurrection would
not permit that free expression of public opinion through the ballot-box
which excused, though 1t would not have justified their
s in which the story of
and with as much good feeling
“It is a notable fact”
" of Atalanta, Georgia, says this), “ that, wher-
zation” llh-'y
“those counties have voted, by large
1. Those that they could not control by

oned and bullied by threats, jeers, and
of good citizens were induced to vote the
ion ti rough timidity. Besides, the towns and cities
flooded with sensation dispatches and inflammatory rumors, man-
ufactured in To be candid,
there never has been as much lying and bullying practiced, in the same
length of time, since the destrnction of Sodom and Gomorrah, as has been
in the recent state campaign.” The doctrine of state sovereignty, which,
in the face of the solemn teachings of the Southern fathers of the repub-
lic, the Calhoun school had so long and so ceaselessly poured into the
ears of Southern people, now served the purpose for which it was intend-

ave

alone could b

should b«

acts, some

this woeful time will be told

18 no lack of it.

icre

» called, have had an or

a

| ed, and men submitted to a state ordinance which set at naught the Con-

Maryland, that he regarded co-operation between the slave states as an in- |

fraction of the Constitution, which he, as Governor of Maryland, swore to
support.
ghip for the Union, and would never swerve from it; that they had seen,
with mortification and regret, the course taken by South Carolina; because,
in their opinion, it was better to use the Union for the enforcement of their
rights, than to break it up because of apprehensions that the provisions of
the Constitution would be disregarded, and they would cling to it until it
ghould actually become the instrument of destruction to their rights, and
peace, and safety. There were then a few secessionists in Maryland at both
extremes of the social scale; but the great bulk of the thrifty and intelli-
gent people of the state found their feelings and their opinions expressed for
them in this letter of their governor, who also spoke the convictions, at that
time, of a large body of conservative men throughout the slave states. A
like reply was given by the Legislature of Delaware to the commissioner
from Mississippi, who approached them with like proposals. The condem-
nation of the course of the seceding states by the people of Delaware was
prompt and unqualified. But around the Gulf seceders were more numer-
ous, and had obtained absolute control of public affairs. In Georgia, in
Florida, in Alabama, and in Mississippi, the Legislatures, or the Conventions
which they had called, moved rapidly and steadily on to the business of the
disruption of the republic; and in the Senate of Missouri, the Committee-on
Federal Relations was instructed to report a bill calling a state convention.
A series of outrages upon the national military posts and property accom-
panied these more deliberative movements, and illustrated their spirit. In
North Carolina, Forts Caswell and Johnson were taken possession of by the

He declared that the people of that state were firm in their friend- :

stitution, and sought to destroy the Union, as they would have obeyed
a law with regard to any minor matter of daily life. Only in this man-
ner was this insurrection made possible. But even under these circum-
stances the leaders of the movement did not dare to submit the Ordinance
of Secession to the people for confirmation, except in one state, Texas, which,
it is worth while to observe, was the only one of the states which had a sov-
ereign independent political existence before it became merged in the Union.
It is needless to notice farther the forcible appropriation of national forts,
arsenals, and ships by state authority. But in one instance the exertion of
“govereign’ state authority was accompanied by incidents which were mark-
ed with the character of the time. To understand this, we must turn our
eyes northward, and observe what was passing this while in the loyal free
and slave states.

The promptitude and vigor of the insurgents was not imitated more by
the people of the loyal states than by the government with which they kept
their faith. From the nature of man and man’s institutions, this was to have
been expected. Revolutionary and destructive forces, unless they fail mis-
erably at the very outset, must always act more quickly and more vigor
ously than those which protect that which they would overturn and destroy
For an essential element of established power is a wis inertice, the very dis-
turbance of which, even for the purpose of resistance, is not only the first
task, but, if accomplished, the first triumph of revolution. Established gov-
ernment rests upon the basis of a strong tranquillity ; and revolution,
which seeks to displace established government, can accomplish its pur-
pose, even if it controls an equal body, only by adding movement to its
weight, thus attaining momentum, The loyal people and the government
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of the United States wished to allay disturbance and to prevent

therefore, when they did any thing, they confined themselves to mild, but,
as they then thought, firm repressive measures. They did not yet see that
the business before them was not one of restraint, but of extinction; that
they must destroy the power they feared, or be destroyed by it. So it is
even in minor matters of police. Half a dozen riotous, reckless, liquor-mad-
dened men will give employment to twice their number of policemen, acting
under the authority of law and under a sense of responsibility, and, if not
put down at once by the strong hand, may peril the peace of a nel_ghborhoqd.
The insurgents having openly defied the government, seized its forts, its
arsenals, and its armed vessels, and establish_ed themselves in force, the peo-
ple of the loyal states began to think that it was almost time for them to
begin to think about beginning to do something. So meetings, d.eeo.rousl_y
enthusiastic, were held in New York, in Boston, Philadelphia, Cincinnati,
Chicago, Portland, Trenton in New Jersey, Wilmington in Delaware, and
elsewhere, at which many laudable patriotic sentiments were uttered, and a
sense of “ the value of the Union” was strongly expressed (as if the exist-
ence of the nation and the government was a thing or an interest by itself,
which was to be priced like goods or railway shares), and the administration
was assured of the willingness of the people to support it against the insar-
gents.  On the other hand, that the purposes of the loyal people might not
be misapprehended, abolition demoustrations were interfered with; as at
Rochester, in New York, where a meeting of abolitionists was broken up,
amid cheers for the Union, General Scott, and Major Anderson; and where
a banner, with the inseription “No compromise with slavery,” had to be taken
down. In Boston, Mr. Wendell Phillips, the apostle of abolitionism, having
avowed himself, as he had often done before, ““a disunion man,” expressed joy
at the secession of the Gulf states, and denounced the compromise spirit of
Mr. Seward and Mr. Charles Francis Adams, was hissed and hooted, and fol-
lowed home by a great crowd of excited people, from whom he was protect-
ed by policemen. The Legislature of New York, by resolutions, denounced
secession, avowed a determination to support the national government, and
offered men and money to the President. In the Massachusetts Legislature
like resolutions were passed, and with them a bill increasing the militia of
the state. On the 15th of January Major General Sanford offered the serv-
ices of the whole first division of the militia of New York, which was under
his command, for the support of the authority of the government. But it
is worthy of note that there was some, though very trifling, objection to this
offer, and to the general’s right to make it.

Thus far, however, though much had been said at the North, nothing had
been done as a set-off to the activity and audacity of the insurgents at the
South. When, at last, something was attempted, it was not by the govern-
ment, or even by state authority. The seceders had, from the beginning of
their movement, busied themselves in buying arms and munitions of war in
Northern cities as well as in Europe. Muskets, sabres, powder, percussion
caps, and even cannon, were shipped to them from Northern ports, where
the traffic in arms was the only branch of trade not paralyzed by the polit-
ical disturbances. With this traffic an officer of police, John A. Kennedy,
Chief of the Metropolitan District of New York, took the responsibility of
interfering. He seized and detained several cases of muskets about to be
shipped to Georgia. Information of the seizure was telegraphed to the con-
signees, and immediately there came back a dispatch from Mr. Toombs to
Fernando Wood, Mayor of New York, containing a query as to the act
and a threat as to its consequences. The reply of the mayor was one of
exculpation and abject submission to the insurgent demagogue, to whom
he said that if he had the power he would punish Kennedy.® Georgia
at once retaliated, and in a most effective manner. The governor seized
and held by military possession two barks, two brigs, and a schooner, ly-
ing in the harbor of Savannah, and belonging to residents of New York,
and sent on word that they would be held until the arms were released.
The Governor of New York replied that the seizure had been unauthor-
ized, and that the arms should be given up. The vessels were then re-

to this struggle: on the side i
point by any means, right or wrong, at
and on the part of the government, a rel;
driven to them by sheer necessity. o
At Washington, the House of Representatives, no
gone by, passed a resolution approving of Major A on's
tion, and assuring the President of support in the enforcem
and the preservation of the Union, but nothing more mo
tempted. In the cabinet, Secretary Thompson, of i:.h_e Int
the attempt to supply and garrison Fort Sumter, resigned his
on the 15th of January, Colonel Hayne, a commissioner fi
lina, and attorney general of the state, demanded the w:xﬂa;
troops which were in the fort. On being requested_ to submit
in writing, he sent in a proposal to-buy the fort, with the de
“if not permitted to purchase it, South Carolina would take it 1
arms,” a safe threat against a work already engirdled by batteries,
taining not quite fourscore fighting men. On the 20th of Janu
ators from Alabama, Florida, and Mississippi, among whom was Ji
Davis, withdrew from the Senate. The latter made a parting

had passed an Ordinance of Secession, he had no longer a right to skt
seat. Looked upon as one of the ablest men of his party, and as

of determined purpose, and little scruple as to the means of attainin,
litical end, his retirement attracted more attention than that of any othe
ceding member of Congress. His speech was listened to with profoun
tention, and at the close of it, all the Democratic senators crowded round
and the other seceding senators, and shook hands warmly with them.!®
a week after the withdrawal of the man who was to assume so prominen

period, ex-Secretary of War Floyd, was presented for indictment by the
grand jury of the District of Columbia on three findings: malversation in
office, complicity in the abstraction of the Indian Trust Fund Bonds, and
conspiracy against the government. But he had taken himself well out of
reach of grand juries and marshals, and he wisely kept so thereafter. The
original members of Mr. Buchanan’s cabinet, with the exception of General
Cass, who retired early, and Mr. Attorney General Black, who was honor-
able and loyal, brought disgrace upon themselves, upon his administration, -
and the country; but one of its new ministers, General Dix, Secretary of the
Treasury, was the first member of the government to assert its authority, in
a manner which met the expectations and called forth the sympathies of the
people. The revenue cutters of the United States are, of course, in the keep- e
ing of the Secretary of the Treasury, and under his orders. Among those p
which were exposed to the peculiar practices of the insurgents, with regard =~
to the property of the “common agency,” were the Lewis Cass, at Mobile, o
and the Robert M‘Clelland, at New Orleans. General Dix had not been at

the head of the Treasury Department four days when he sent a special agent

to those ports to save those vessels by ordering them to New York. Hav-

ing reached New Orleans, the agent delivered the secretary’s order to Cap-

tain Breshwood, of the M‘Clelland, who, after consultation with the collector

of the port, flatly refused to obey it. Upon this the agent telegraphed for
instructions to the secretary, who telegraphed back orders for the arrest of

the captain by the lieutenant of the cutter, and his treatment as a mutineer

if he offered any resistance, closing the order with the memorable words,

“If any one attempts to haul down the American flag, shoot him on the

spot.” This dispatch was intercepted both at Mobile and New Orleans,

where the insurgent leaders had already placed the telegraph under super-

vision, and so did not-reach the agent of the Treasury Department. The

’ Correspondence between Senator Toombs and Mayor Wood.

Milledgeville, Jan. 24, 1861.
To his Honor Mayor Wood :

Is it true that any arms intended for and consigned to the State of Georgia have been seized
by public authorities in New York? Your answer is important to us and to New York. Answer
at once. R. Toouss.

To this the Mayor returned the following answer :

Hon. Robert Toombs, Milledgeville, Ga. :

In reply to your dispateh, I regret to say that arms intended for and consigned to the State of
Georgia have been seized by the Police of this state, but that the city of New York should in no
way be made responsible for the outrage.

As mayor, I have no authority over the Police. If I had the power, I should summarile pun-
ish the authors of this illegal and unjustifiable seizare of private property. Tenas -

J ERNANDO Woob.
1o Speech of Jefferson Davis on leaving the Senate.

I rise for the purpase of announcing to the Senate that I have satisfactory evidence that the
State of Mississippi, by solemn ordinance in convention assembled, has declared her separation
from the United States.  Under these circumstances, of course, my functions terminate here. It
has seemed to be proper that I should appear in the Senate and announce that fact, and to say
something, though very little, upon it. The occasion does not invite me to go into the argument,
and my physical condition will not permit it, yet something would seem to be necessary on the
part of the state I here represent, on an occasion like this. It is known to senators who have
served here that I have for many years advocated, as an essential attribute of state sovereignty,
the right of a state o secede from the Union. If, therefore, I had not believed there was justi-
fiable cause—if I had thought the state was acting without sufficient provocation—still, under my
theory of government, I should have felt bound by her action. I, however, may say I think she
had justifiable cause, and I approve of her acts, I conferred with the people before that act was
taken, and counseled them that, if they could not remain, they should take the act. I hope
none will confound this expression of opinion with the advoescy of the right of a state to remain
in the Union, and disregard its constitutional obligations by nullifieation. Nullification and se-
cession are indeed antagonistic principles. Nullification is the remedy which is to be sought and
nppllgd within the Union against an agent of the United States when the agent has violated con-
stitutional obligations, and the state assumes to act for itself, and appeals to other states to support
it. But when the states themselves, and the people of the states, have so acted as to convince us
that .thcy will not regard our constitutional rights, then, and then for the first time, arises the
Question of secession in its practical application. That great man who now reposes with his fa-

thers, who has been so often arraigned for want of fealty to the Union, advocated the doctrine of
nullification because it preserved the Union. It was because of his deep-seated attachment to
the Union that Mr. Calhoun advocated the doctrine of nullification, which he claimed would give
peace within the limits of the Union, and not disturb it, and only be the means of bringing the
agent before the proper tribunal of the states for judgment. Secession belongs to a different class
of rights, and is to be justified upon the basis that the states are sovercign. The time has been,
and I hope the time will come again, when a better appreciation of our Union will prevent any
one denying that each state is a sovereign in its own right. Therefore I say I concur in the act
of my state, and feel bound by it. It is by this confounding of nullification and secession that the
name of another great man has been invoked to justify the coercion of a seceding state. The
phrase ‘“‘to execute the law,” as used by General Jackson, was applied to a state refusing to obey
the laws and still remaining in the Union. I remember well when Massachusetts was arraigned
before the Senate.  The record of that occasion will show that I said, if Massachusetts, in pursu-
ing the line of steps, takes the last step which separates her from the Union, the right is hers, and
I will neither vote one dollar nor one man to coerce her, but I will say to her, God speed !”
Mr. Davis then proceeded to argue that the equality spoken of in the Declaration of Independence
was the equality of a class in political rights, referring to the charge against George I1I, for in-
citing insurrection as proof that it had no reference to the slaves. But we have proclaimed our
independence. This is done with no hostility or any desire to injure any section of the country,
nor even for our pecuniary benefit, but from the high and solid foundation of defending and pro-
tecting the rights we inherited, and transmitting them unshorn to our posterity, I know I feel
no hostility to you senators here, and am sure there is not one of you, whatever may have been the
sharp discussion between us, to whom I can not now say, in the presence of my God, I wish you
well.  And such is the feeling, T am sure, the people I represent feel toward those whom you rep-
resent. I therefore feel I but express their desire when I say I hope and they hope for those
peaceful relations with yon, though we must part, that may be mutually beneficial to us in the fu-

ture. There will be peace if you so will it, and you may bring disaster on every part of the coun-
try if you thos will have it.  And if yon will have it thus, we will invoke the God of our fathers,
| who delivered them from the paw of the lion, to protect us from the ravages of the bear; and
thus putting our trust in God, and our own firm hearts and strong arms, we will vindicate and
defend the rights we claim.  In the course of my long carcer, I have met with a great variety of
men here, and there have been points of collision between us. Whatever of offense there has
been to me, I leave here. T carry no hostile feelings away, Whatever of offense I have given,
which has not been redressed, T am willing to say to senators in this hour of parting, ] offer yon
my apology for any thing I may have done in the Senate ; and I go thus released from obligation,
remembering no injury I have received, and having discharged what I deem the duty of man, to
offer the only reparation at this hour for every injury I have ever inflicted.
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that the officers of the cutter had long since determined to abandon their alle-
giance to the United States, and cast their fortunes with the independent State of Louisiana. In

order to test the correetness of s statement, I addressed another communication to Captain
Breshwood, of the following tenor :

New Orleans, January 29, 1861
Sk, —By your note of this date I am informed that you refuse to obey the orders of the Honor-
able Seer !';n') of the Treasury As, on accepting your commission, you took and subscribed an
oath faithfully to discharge ir daties to the government, and, as you well know, the law has
Placed the reyenue entters and their officers under the entire control of the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, I request you to advise me whether you consider yourself at this time an officer in the service

of the United States. Very respectfully, Wx. Hemeninn JoNes, Special Agent.
To Csptain Breshwool A
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cutters were thus lost to the government; but the
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Jones then took his way to Mobile, to look after the Lewis Cass.
, but Mr. Jones discovered in the cabin the following
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letter, which explains the surrender of that vessc ks
f Alabama, Col
Sir,—In obedience to an ordinance recently adopted by a convention of the peop

State ector's

)ffice, Mobile, January 30, 1861.

> of Alabama,
I have to require you to surrender into my hands, for the use of the state, the revenue cutter Lewis
(Cass, now under your command, together with her armaments, properties, and provisions on board
the I am instructed also to notify you that you have the option to continue in command
of the said revenue cutter, under the authority of the State f Alabama, in the exercise of the
same duties that you have hitherto rendered to the United States, and at the same compensation,
reporting to this office and to the governor of the state. In surrendering the vessel to the state,
vou will furnish me with a detailed inventory of its armaments, provisions, and properties of every
description. You will receive special instructions from this office in rf'g.n.i to the duties you will
be required to perform. I await your immediate reply. Very 1'«>]m'x'11nl|?. your obedient servant,
T. Saxrorp, Collector.

ame.

To J. J, Morrison, Faq., Captain Revenue Cutter Lewis Cass, Mobile, Ala.

Upon Captain Breshwood’s refusal to obey the order of the Secretary of the Treasury, the fol-
lowing telegraphic correspondence ensued : .
New Orleans, Jan. 29, 1861.
Hon. J. A. Dix, Secretary of the Treasury : A 3
Capt. Breshwood has refused positively, in writing, to obey any instructions of the department.
In this I am sure he is sustained by the collector, and believe acts by his advic What must T
do ? % W. H. Joxgs, Special Agent.

To this dispatch Secretary Dix immediately returned the following answer, before published :
Treasury Department, Jan. 29, 1S61.

W. Hemphill Jones, New Orlcans :

Tell Lieut. Caldwell to arrest Capt. Breshwood, assume command of the cutter, and obey the
order through you. If Capt. Breshwood, after arrest, undertakes to interfere with the eommand
of the cutter, tell Lieut. Caldwell to consider him as a mutineer, and treat him accordingly. If
any one attempts to haul down the American flag, shoot him on the spot.

JonN A. Dix, Secretary of the Treasury.
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rebellious confederacy could have been made if as many months as
were days had been spent in the selection. Jefferson Davis was not a states-
man, not even a high-toned politician; but he was a cool, astute, quolt po-
, " litical manager. He was not a man of either great military capacity or ac-
' quirement ; but he was a good soldier, and a daring, determined c.aom1;:‘.11‘.:11:1;1-e
; His temperament fitted him for such a bad eminence as that to whi
had been raised, and it seemed as if his whole life had been but a training to
fit him for its functions. Born in Kentucky in 1808, he had been brought
up in Mississippi, of which state his father, a planter and a Revolutionary of-
ficer, became a resident while it was yet mere territory of the United States.
He was thus familiar from his earliest youth with the men of the Southwest,
where were gathered the most desperate, lawless, loose-lived of the citizens
of the republic. During his youth, and. long after he. had enw?ed vigorous
manhood, New Orleans was the soeial &nk.dlthgﬂmnn,.md.Ymkshm:g but
a by-way to the bottomless pit. Toward that corner of the Union, swept
down by the resistless current of commerce, emigration, and adventure
flowing between the banks of three mighty rivers, tcnded'all th.e.scum and
sediment of an ever-moving population, to seethe and fret, in a vitiated trop-
ical atmosphere, into moral pestilence. Parents in the well-ordered, well-
instructed, God-fearing commonwealths of the North an@ East, whose sons
went thither upon commercial ventures, saw not even in rapidly-accumu-
lated wealth a recompense for the contamination of the very few years that
sufficed to acquire it; and, parting with them, almost gave them up as lost.
There both life and fortune were held by precarious tenure. There gam-
bling was the general occupation, and bloody assault the social distinction
of a “gentleman.” There drunkenness, in a greater or le:ss deg’ree, was re-
garded as the normal condition of any creature who had intelligence above
the brate; though a lapse into sobriety, when palliated by the temptations
of great gain, was looked upon as venial. There a dialect of ingenious and
elaborate blasphemy, half-savage slang, and abominable filth was made tol-
erably intelligible to strangers, who were accustomed only to the ordinary
phraseology of the English race, by the occasional introduction of words of
which necessity and the idioms of our language compelled the use. There
statute law and common law were rarely enforced, except against an op-
pressed and degraded race; but the judgments of Lynch courts were pro-
nounced with incorruptible austerity, and executed with inexorable cer-
tainty and swiftness. Such was the general tone of society in Mississippi
and the surrounding country during the first thirty or forty years of this
century ; but above this general level, yet descending occasionally to it and
rcstin,r_;_ upon it, was a small class of planters, who, with a very few pro-
fessional men, and merchants of the more honorable sort; possessed all the
httle moral worth and intellectual culture of the region; and to this Mr.
Davis belonged. But in such a community —a community whose moral
sense was blunted by the presence of a class whom every member of every
other class might oppress with impunity—even the men whose motives were
just and whose tastes more or less refined, were obliged to maintain their
position by a certain conformity to the social habits, and a certain assump-
tion of the defiant bearing, of the men around them. Few men can live
from early youth to mature manhood among desperadoes without acquiring
something of their desperation—at least a familiarity with desperate issues.
Among such a people Jefferson Davis passed his life until he went in 1824
as a cadet to West Point. Thence he graduated with honor in 1828, and
was, at his own request, assigned immediately to active service with Colonel
Zachary Taylor, afterward general and president, but then engaged in fron-
tier warfare at the West. On the rough and adventurous battle-field of the
borders, the future insurgent leader so quickly distinguished himself that
upon the formation of a new regiment of cavalry he obtained in it his com-
mission as first lieutenant, in which position he did good service against the
Indians, and, it is said, made a warm friend of the well-known chief Black
Hawk while he was held a prisoner of war. After seven years of active
frontier service Mr. Davis resigned his commission, and in 1835 became a
cotton-planter in Mississippi, diversifying the dull routine of Southern agri-
cultural life with political studies. "When the Democratic party nominated
Mr. Polk for president, Mr. Davis canvassed, or “stumped” the state on his
behalf, was made presidential elector to vote for him, and in 1845 was elect-
ed a member of the House of Representatives, where he soon proved him-
self in debate an active and energetic supporter of the measures of his party.
He took his place in the front rank of the extreme advocates of slavery and
state soverergnty. Upon the breaking out of the Mexican war he was elect-
ed colonel of a Mississippi rifle regiment, and resigned his seat in Congress
for a post of honor in the field. Here he again distinguished himself by his
coolness and determination, and at the battle of Buena Vista rendered such
efficient service at the head of his regiment, where he remained throughout
the day, though badly wounded, that General Taylor praised his conduct
highly in his dispatches. His term of service having expired, he returned
home, but was met on his way by a commission as brigadier general of vol-
unteers, sent to him by President Polk. Almost any other man would have
at once accepted such an honor. But here was an opportunity for an ex-
hibition of a sort of perverse, pertinacious consistency in pushing the doc-
trine of state sovereignty to the last extreme, and of giving a civil rebuff to
the government at Washington. Colonel Davis had been commissioned as
a Mississippi volunteer; and, although he was in the service of the United
States, under command of a general in the regular army of the United
St{\tgs, and paid by the United States, he was yet not to be insulted as a
Mls.smsq)pian by being made a general of brigade by the President of the
United States; and so he declined the commission, on the ground that its
bestowal was an infraction—well meant and pardonable, perhaps, but still

re-elected to the same position. In the Senate-chamber he
tation of a ready, dexterous, and fearless debater, and
tic man of business. His views of the superiority of
that of the central government grew stronger as he
the nature of the man that they s}i:ou!dl.l His noﬁlons f
ity for pecuniary obligation were brought into unpleasant nc
hz senaph?mh;riy \‘.hhegaposiﬁon ‘which he took in regard to t
of her bonds by Mississippi. This he defended, and his sneer
odile tears which had been shed over ruined creditors” excited
home and indignation abroad.® In 1851 he resigned his seat
ate to be nominated Governor of Mississippi as the representati
party in that state which held his principles; but, having been
Henry 8. Foote, the candidate of the Union party, he retired in
life for a year. In 1852 he electioneered for Mr. Pierce, the successful
idential candidate of the Democratic party, who acknowledged hi;
and his capacity by calling him into his cabinet as Secretary of War.
new position he showed great activity and energy. He added to thegz
defenses, improved the manufacture of arms and ammunition, and in
duced the French light infantry tactics—wrongly styled Hardee's—intx
army. Leaving the cabinet when Mr. Buchanan entered the White House
he returned to the Senate-chamber, where he remained until the Ordinance
of Secession was passed by Mississippi, when, his doctrines of state sovere
ty having accomplished the purpose for which, they were devised, in com:
pliance with them, he withdrew. ) 5 AN

Mr. Davis owes his position purely to intellectual ability and to tenacity
of purpose. He is not, like Toombs, a boaster and a bully of the fire-eating
school; but he has a cool and almost serene audacity, which accomplishes
his ends at least as effectually as noisier methods, and in a manner much
better suited to his taste and his temperament. His nature is not rich,
his soul not magnanimous, or his mind either strong or subtle. He infla-
ences men neither by convincing nor by winning them. His talent is that
of clear perception; his power, that of nervous energy; and these are di-
rected by an inflexible will. While other men pause over their scruples,
and endeavor to reconcile their purpose and their conscience, he strikes di-
rectly at success. Devoid alike of enthusiasm and of sentiment, he yet
knows the exaltation of entire commitment to a great purpose. His body
is spare; his brain large; his face attenuated and purely intellectual in ex-
pression; his manuner placid and precise, but decided. He could not have
aroused the storm of insurrection, but he is just the man to guide its de-
structive energies. )

In his character and his career, the man who was elected to the second
place in the insurgent provisional government is very unlike him who holds
the first.  Alexander H. Stephens was born in Georgia in 1812, of parents
in very humble life. - Deprived, alike by the poverty of his family and the
polity of his state, of the means of obtaining that grammar-school education
which no child in the free states need ever be without, his career might have
been obseure (it could not have been dishonorable or mean) had not the
quickness of his parts attracted the attention of observant friends, who
kindly supported him at school and at college, and during the first struggles
of a professional career. He was admitted to the bar, and soon fully justi-
fied the judgment of his benefactors. Tt was not many years before he was
able to gratify that love of home which distinguishes the English race no
less in America than in Great Britain, and repurchased the small planta-
tion of two hundred and fifty acres on which he was born, and which had
necessarily been sold on his father’s death. The possessor of such a free-
hold as Mr. Stephens’s father had owned, in almost any other country than
the slave states of America, would not have been without the means of send-
ing his boy to school; but there, the children of men who, without capital
either in money or in slaves, till so comparatively small a tract, wander
about barefooted and bareheaded, and are given up to low associations.
From 1837 to 1842 Mr. Stephens was a member of the Georgia Legislature,
and in 1848 he was elected to the House of Representatives as a candidate
of the old Whig party; but when that party, shaken to its already under-
mined foundation by the early throes of the convulsion which was to up-
heave the nation, fell into ruin, he took refuge in the Union wing of South-
ern Democracy. Of feeble frame, wasted by disease, and with a voice like
the shrill pipe of an adolescent lad, which, indeed, he almost seemed to be,
he yet soon attained distinction in Congress as a sound thinker, a skillful '
and eloquent debater, and a clear-headed, hard-working committee-man.

His character, both as a politician and a man, is above reproach: the purity
of his motives has never been impeached by friend or foe. It was as a law-
yer, a legislator, and an orator that he won his reputation. He has no ex-
ecutive ability, or power to lead men into action. The cast of his mind is
deliberative and argumentative. As we have already seen, he resisted se-
cession to the very last; but when his state, or the majority of its residents,
passed an Ordinance of Secession, he submitted ; and, bound hand and foot
by the doctrine of state sovereignty, was delivered over into the hands of
the very faction whom he had so ably and so courageously opposed. They

* See his letter to the Washington Union, and the just animadversions upon it in the London
Times of July 13th, 1849,
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- INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF JEFFERSON DAVIS
Gentlemen of the Congress of the Confederate States of America, Friends and Fellow- Citizens :
Called to the difficult and responsible station of chief executive of the provisional government
which you have instituted, I approach the discharge of the duties assigned me with an humble
distrust of my abilities, but with a sustaining confidence in the wisdom of those who are to guide
and aid me in the administration of public affairs, and an abiding faith in the virtue and patriot-
ism of the people, Looking forward to the speedy ¢ tablishment of a permanent government to
take the place of this, and which, by its greater mor 1 and physical ‘power, will be better able to
combat with the many difficulties which arise from the conflicting interests of separate nations, I
enter upon the dutic s of the office to which I have been chosen with the hope that the beginning
of our career as a confederacy may not be obstructed by hostile opposition to our enjoyment of the
serted, and which, with the blessing of

separate existence and independence which we have
Providence, we intend to maintain

Our present condition, achieved in a manner unprecedented in the history of nations, illustrates
the Ameriean idea that governments rest upon the consent of the governed, and that it is the right
of the people to alter and abolish governments whenever they become destructive to the ends for
which they were 1ed Phe declared compact of the Union, from which we have with-
drawn, was to establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defense, pro-
mote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity; and
when, in the judgment of the sovereign states now ¢ omposing this confederacy, it has been pervert-
ed from the purposes for which it was ordained, and ceased to answer the ends for which it was
established, & peaceful appeal to the ballot-box declared that, so far as they were concerned, the

establ
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made him vice-president, and he did not feel at lib-
erty to resist their will. By the election of these two
men, the insurgent leaders appealed directly to both
classes of the people whose fortunes they had taken
into their hands. The election of Jefferson Davis
satisfied entirely the fire-eaters and uncompromising
secessionists; and that of Mr. Stephens attracted to
the new government the men of moderate views, who
were still attached to the Union. Each man, too,
was put into his proper place: the former where his
varied experience of life, his military knowledge, and,
his executive ability would be called into play; the
latter into a nominally executive office of all but the
highest rank, but where his duties were really to
preside over the deliberations of a legislative body.
Soon after his elevation to this office he delivered
a speech which was even more remarkable than that
in which he endeavored to stay the movement toward
secession, and to which there will be occasion to re-
fer hereafter. Could reason, sanctioned by the char-
acter and upborne by the influence of a blameless and
beloved man, have checked the madness of secession,
Mr. Stephens's first effort would have checked it:
but that proving impossible, he lent the same mental
gifts and the same personal beauty of character to
the support and adornment of a cause which he had
not at heart.
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» right solemnly proclaimed at the birth of the states, and which has been affirmed and reaf-
firmed in the Bills of th juently admitted into the Union of 1789, undenia«
bly recognizes in the people the power to resume the anthority delegated for the purposes of gov-
ernment. Thus the sovereign states here represented proceeded to form this confederacy ; and it
is by the abuse of language that their act has been denominated revolution. They formed a new
alliance, bnt within each state its government has remained. The rights of person and property
have not Leen disturbed. The agent through whom they communicated with foreign nations is
changed, but this does not necessarily interrupt their international relations. Sustained by the
consciousness that the transition from the former Union to the present confederacy has not pro«
ceeded from a disregard, on our part, of our just obligations, or any failure to perform every con-
stitutional duty, moved by no interest or passion to invade the rights of others, anxious to culti-
vate peace and commerce with all nations, if we may not hope to avoid war, we may at least ex-
pect that posterity will acquit us of having needlessly engaged in it. Doubly justified by the ab-
sence of wrong on our part, and by wanton aggression on the part of others, there can be no cause
to doubt that the courage and patriotism of the people of the Confederate States will be found
equal to any measures of defense which soon their security may require.

An agricultural people, whose chief interest is the export of a commodity required in every
manufacturing country, our true policy is peace, and the freest trade which our necessities will
permit. It is alike our interest, and that of all those to whom we would sell and from whom we
would buy, that there should be the fewest practicable restrictions upon the interchange of com-
modities. There can be but little rivalry between ours and any manufacturing or navigating com-
munity, such as the Northeastern states of the American Union. It must follow, therefore, that
mutual interest would invite good-will and kind offices. If, however, passion or lust of dominion
should clond the judgment or inflame the ambition of those states, we must prepare to meet the
emergency, and maintain by the final arbitrament of the sword the position which we have as-
sumed among the nations of the earth.

We have entered upon a career of independence, and it must be inflexibly pursued through
many years of controversy with our late associates of the Northern states. We have vainly en-
deavored to secure tranquillity and obtain respect for the rights to which we were entitled. As a
necessity, not a choice, we have resorted to the remedy of separation, and henceforth our energies
must be directed to the conduct of our own affuirs, and the perpetuity of the confederacy which
we have formed. If a just perception of mutual interest shall permit us peaceably to pursue our
separate political career, my most earnest desire will have been fulfilled. But if this be denied
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and by the 20th he had formed his cabinet, in which Mr. Toombs had the
nt of State, Mr. Memminger that of the Treasury, and Mr. Pope
Walker that of War., Thus, in three months and two weeks from the elec-
tion in which the people of these seven states had taken part, they had been
hurried into secession, had been provided, by the summary process of seiz-
" ure, with fifteen forts, an immense amount of arms and ammunition, large
 sums of money and several armed vessels, bad drilled thousands of troops,
had a Constitution and a provisional government bestowed upon them,
"~ which government had put its administrative machinery in working order.
3 In fact, nearly all these things were ready at their han’(,l, they had only, as
: " individuals, as states, or through a “common agency,” to take them. An
insurrection under like favorable circumstances the world never saw before.
The insurgent government found itself, however, not only jealously re-
garded by some of the most important slave states, but with a large and out-
spoken opposition in some of the very states by which it had been formed.
From the small state of Delaware little aid could have been expected, and
hope of that little was entirely given up on account of that state’s unqualified
devotion to the republic. Maryland and Kentucky were loyal by very large
majorities. The former was under loyal rule; and, although the governor
of the latter (Magoffin) was a secessionist, his hands were so tied by his con-
stituents that he could not yet give any aid to the insurgent cause. At-
tempts to force Tennessee into rebellion had failed; and in the eastern part
of the state the whole population was devoted to the Union. -Of the people
of Missouri a large majority also were unwavering in their allegiance to the
Constitution and the flag. Virginia was busying herself to bring about a
compromise and a restoration of the power of the government by amend-
ments to the Constitution, and to that end she made propositions to South
Carolina, who spurned them in a series of resolutions, one of which was,
“That the separation of South Carolina from the federal Union was final,
and she has no farther interest in the Constitution of the United States.”
In South Carolina there appeared to be almost an entire unanimity of feel-
ing. There were many who were still loyal, but they comparatively were
so few in number that they were quite overborne and practically extin-
guished. Only one man of them felt that his position warranted him in
speaking out his loyalty. The name of John S. Pettigru, a venerable and
much-esteemed resident of Charleston, where he gracefully occupied the
highest social position, will always be held in honor as the one faithful
among the many faithless to the republic in that city. The rector of the
Episcopal church at which he was an attendant having, after the act of se-
cession, omitted the President of the United States from the Collect for
rulers and all in authority, Mr. Pettigru rose and left the church, thus silently
protesting in the face of the congregation against the omission. It is said that
only the veneration in which he was held secured him impunity in this oppo-
sition to the seceding party ; but it is much to be deplored that all who were
like-minded with him throughout the slave states were not, like him, bold
and constant in their assertion of their loyalty and their love for the republic.
The course of events would thereby have been greatly changed. But in oth-
er states of the new confederacy there was not only devotion to the Union,
but speech and action in its support. "When, after the Louisiana Convention
had passed the Ordinance of Secession, her senators, John Slidell and Judah
P. Benjamin, withdrew from Congress with insult and defiance on their lips,
one of her delegates to the House of Representatives, John E. Bouligny, de-
clared in his place that he would not withdraw, and that he would live by
and die for the flag under which he was born. In Frankfort, Alabama, the
state in which was the capital of the rebel confederacy, a meeting was held
at which not only was a resolution passed sustaining the delegates of that
district in their refusal to sign the Ordinance of Secession, but it was declared
that secession was “inexpedient and unnecessary,” that those present were
‘“opposed to it in any form,” and that *the refusal to submit the so-called
Secession Ordinance to the decision of the people was an outrage upon their
rights and liberty, and manifested a spirit of assumption, unfairness, and dic-
tatorship.”  And, finally, it was resolved, that if the congressional nominee
of those who took part in these proceedings were elected, he should repre-
sent them ““in the United States Congress, and not in the Congress of this
so-called ‘Southern Confederacy.””®  In Georgia itself, and in the very cap-
ital of the state, a leading journal, assuming, of course, to speak strongly in
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of the same kind appeared ir
the floor of Congress, in both hou
Maryland, and Kentucky, uttered bol¢
the republic. But in the Legislature
nance of Secession had yet been passed, and not
a most significant resolution was unanimousl, ad,
that if reconciliation failed, North Carolina wi
states. This was a hardly needed indicatio
sued by the insurgent leaders, if they would stren;
by the accession of all the slave states. ~ So, while 1
intimidation, intrigue, social exclusion, and all possible m
forces were brought to bear with increased urgency upon t
secession, a belligerent attitude was at once assumed towa
of the United States, in order, as we shall see, to mak
ily appear impossible, that thus the movement of the halting No;
states toward secession might be quickened. Enticements of a
were also spread before the people of those states. The impo
slaves, except from the slaveholding states in the Union, was
the Constitution, which also, in the next section, gave the Confec
gress power to prohibit the introduction of slayes from any
member of the confederacy. Thus foreign prejudices were conei
the forbidding of the African slave-trade, and the old market was sti
to Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee, for the slaves they
while, at the same time, the power to exclude any one of them from
market, unless they joined the confederacy, was held up in terror ove
The rebel Congress also immediately passed an act declaring the navigati
of the Mississippi free. This was addressed to Kentucky, Tennessee,
Missouri, and to the free states upon the great river and the Ohio, in th
hope of detaching their interest from that of the Eastern and Middle state
and thus weakening the power of the government at Washington. =
Meantime, arming, and the seizing of arms, and the betrayal of forts and
armed vessels, went on almost as matters of course in the seceded states, and
in some of those which had not seceded. On the 8th of February the
United States Arsenal at Little Rock, containing 9000 muskets, 40 cannon,
and a large supply of ammunition, was seized in the name of the people of
Arkansas, who had not yet declared their separation from the Union. In
Texas a more important surrender was accompanied by circumstances much
more disgraceful to all concerned in it, and to the cause in the interest of
which it was made. The troops in that state were under the command of
Brigadier General David E. Twiggs, to whose custody were also committed
the forts and all the military property of the United States in that depart-
ment. General Twiggs had served creditably in Mexico, but with no par-
ticular distinction, and had attained his rank in the regular course of pro-
motion. He was supposed to be at least a man of personal honor and in-
tegrity ; but, availing himself of his position, and the trust which had been
placed in him, he, not being threatened by an overwhelming force, deliver-
ed all the army posts under his command, together with all the other prop-
erty in his keeping, into the hands of the rebellious authorities of Texas.
Property worth over a million and a half of dollars, exclusive of the forts
and public buildings, for which he was responsible as a man, aside from his
military oath, was by his treachery lost to the United States. He, of course,
expected his connection with the army of the United States to cease; but
he was not permitted to resign, as many officers had been before him: an
order for his ignominious expulsion from the army was issued immediately
upon the receipt of proper information by the government at Washington.
But he did not find all his subordinates ready to obey the orders by which
he betrayed his trust. Captain Hill, who was in command of Fort Brown,
refused to surrender that post; and made preparations to defend it; but,
finally, as it appeared that it could not be held by the force under his com-

us, and the integrity of our territory and jurisdiction be assailed, it will but remain for us with
firm resolve to appeal to arms, and invoke the blessing of Providence on a just cause.
As a consequence of our new condition, and with a view to meet anticipated wants, it will be

necessary to provide a speedy and efficient organization of the branches of the executive depart- |

ment having special charge of foreign intercourse, finance, military affairs, and postal service.
For purposes of defense the Confederate States may, under ordinary circumstances, rely mainly

upon their militia; but it is deemed advisable, in the present condition of affairs, that there |
should be a well-instructed, disciplined army, more numerous than would usually be required on |

a peace establishment. I also suggest that, for the protection of our harbors and commerce on
the high seas, a navy adapted to those objeets will be required. These necessities have, doubtless,
engaged the attention of Congress,

With a Constitution differing only from that of onr fathers in so far as it is explanatory of their
well known intent, freed from sectional conflicts, which have interfered with the pursuit of the
general welfare, it is not unreasonable to expert that the states from which we have recently part-
od may seck to unite their fortunes to ours, under the government which we have institated. For
this your Constitution makes adequate provision, but beyond this, if I mistake not, the judgment
and will of the people are, that union with the states from which they have separated is neither
practicable nor desirable. >

every por!inn would be the aim of the whole. Where this does not exist, antagonisms are engen-
dered which must and should result in separation.
ctuated solely by a desire to preserve our own rights and to promote our own welfare, the sep-

aration of ghc Confederate States has been marked by no aggression upon others, and followed by
no domestic convulsion, !

erable diminution in the production of the staples which have constitated our exports, in which
the commercial world has an interest scarcely less than our own. This common interest of pro-
ducer and consumer can only be intercepted by an exterior force which should obstruct its trans-

mission to foreign markets, a course of conduct which would be detrimental to manufacturing and
commercial interests abroad.

To increase the power, develop the resources, and promote the happi- |
ness of the confederacy, it is requisite there shonld be so much homogencity that the welfare of |

Our industrial pursuits have received no check, the cultivation of our |
fields progresses as heretofore, and even should we be involved in war there wounld be no consid- |

Should reason guide the action of the government from which we have separated, a policy so
detrimental to the civilized world, the Northern states included, could not be dictated by even a
stronger desire to inflict injury upon us; but if it be otherwise, a terrible responsibility will rest
upon it, and the suffering of millions will bear testimony to the folly and wickedness of our ag-
gressors.  In the mean time there will remain to us, besides the ordinary remedies before sug-
gested, the well-known resources for retaliation upon the commerce of an énemy.

Experience in public stations of a subordinate grade to this which your kindness has conferred
has tanght me that care, and toil, and disappointments are the price of official elevation.  You will
see many errors to forgive, many deficiencies to tolerate; but you shall not find in me either want
of zeal or fidelity to the cause that is to me the highest in hope and of most enduring affection.
Your generosity has bestowed upon me an undeserved distinction, one which I neither sought nor
desired. Upon the continuance of that sentiment, and upon your wisdom and patriotism, I rely
to direct and support me in the performance of the duties required at my hands.
| 'We have changed the constituent parts, but not the system of our government. The Constitu-
tion formed by our fathers is that of these Confederate States.  In their exposition of it, and in the
Jjudicial construction it has received, we have a light which reveals its truoc meaning. Thus in-
structed as to the just interpretation of that instrument, and ever remembering that all offices are
but trusts held for the people, and that delegated powers are to be strictly construed, I will hope,
by due diligence in the performance of my duties, though I may disappoint your expectation, yet
to retain, when retiring, something of the good-will and confidence which will welcome my en-
trance into office.

It is joyous in the midst of perilous times to look around upon a people united in heart, when
one purpose of high resolve animates and actuates the whole, where the sacrifices to be made are
not weighed in the balance againgt honor, right, liberty, and equality. Obstacles may retard, but
they can not long prevent the progress of a movement sanctioned by its justice and sustained by
| a virtuous people. Reverently let us invoke the God of our fathers to gnide and protect us in our
| efforts to perpetuate the principles which by His blessing they were able to vindicate, establish, and
transmit to their posterity ; and with a continnance of His favor ever gratefully acknowledged, we
may hopefully look forward to success, to peace, to prosperity,

‘yRe;?:n ilf the North Alabamian, Tuscumbia. X 7 Augusta Sentinel.
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Jut 1t was er quarter, and under the
president of the 1 d States that Mr. D as first to use the powers of
his confederacy to expel the troops and the flag of the United States from
the borders of a seceded state. The beleaguere d, but not yet t'trmlr]v‘ln'lj' in-
vested fort in Charleston Harbor still the cynosure of all eyes. Mr.
3 1d was plainly determined to do nothing for its re-
1t v. the nation’s honor and his own abundantly sat-

1k away from Washington while Major Anderson’s flag
Anderson took care that he should have that satisfac-

way was sore beset, who could not be so easily contented.

On the 13th of February, in presence of the Senate and the House of
R.-!m sentatives, a mbled in the chamber of the latter 1;1)11)’, John C.
Breckinridge, Vice-president of the United States, after opening and read-
ing before them the certificates of election from all the states of the Union,
declared that Abraham Lincoln had been duly elected President, and Han-
nibal Hamlin Vice-president of the United States for the term beginning

FORT SUMTER.

49

March 4th, 1861. Probably no political event ever
occurred more significant and peculiar in all its cir-
cumstances. The unpracticed politician, and, till
then, almost unknown man, who was thus declared
the constitutionally elected chief magistrate of the
republic, had been raised to that high office by a
party which owed its very existence to the opposi-
tion awakened by a measure which had been brought
forward by his principal opponent as his own step-
ping-stone to the highest position in the country.
By his Kansas Bill Mr. Douglas made Mr. Lincoln
President of the United States. The man also who,
in the performance of his duty, declared him consti-
tutionally elected, was his next most powerful oppo-
nent, as the candidate and representative of a faction
who had predetermined to make that election the oc-
casion of breaking in pieces the government of which
they had so long had almost absolute control. If Mr.
Douglas and Mr. Breckinridge met that day, it must
have been as difficult for them as for two Roman
augurs to look each other in the face without a smile
—a smile no less rueful than subdued.

At this time Mr. Lincoln was in Springfield, Tlli-
nois, where his modest and almost humble home had
become the shrine of political pilgrimage. He was
beset by cabinet-makers, would-be ministers, office-
seckers of a lower rank, political meddlers of all
Unasked ad-
vice was poured out upon him without stint; and
» importunate calls for a dec-

kinds, and newsmongers of all grades.

from some quarters ca

] on of the policy of his coming administration.
It was thought by many that if he announced a de-
ters n not to interfere with slavery, to respect
e rig of local law local custom, and to abide
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by a prospective loss of power and patronage.
disregarded, because it was not supposed for a moment that people who had
declared that they had no connection with the government at Washington,
and no interest in it, would think of attacking a place in which they were
deprived of no rights, and from which they were not threatened. Asto any
other mode of preventing the inauguration, none could be thought of in the
free states: and the slaveholders sojourning at the North, when asked how
Mr. Lincoln could be deterred from assuming the office to which he had
been elected, made no definite answer. They knew more than their querists
dreamed they did; and the rebellion, still regarded as a passing political tur-
moil by the larger part of the people at the North, had already assumed a des-
perate phase and a bloody purpose, almost beyond the comprehension of the
peace-loving, law-abiding people against whose constitutional rights and po-
litical interests it was directed. From the beginning, the leaders and prinei-
pal actors in the rebellion added to the great advantages gained by base and
wide-spread treachery, that of an entire readiness, if not a foregone determ-
ination, to do, with an utter recklessness of all consequences, except their
own success, that which the government and the loyal people did not sup-
pose that they would venture to do, or even think of doing. No one save
themselves suspected how remorselessly they were in earnest.

But, although such was the general misapprehension of the spirit and the
purposes of the rebellion, some men were sufficiently alarmed to take meas-
ures of precaution. The chairman of a railway company, over whose road
the President elect was sure to pass, was waited upon by a lady who had




led through much of the South on a mission of mercy, and who told
f::e that in t;gh course of her journeys she had seen at least twenty thou-
sand men under arms, and that she had become convine?d that them was
a conspiracy to seize upon Washington and prevent Mr. Lincoln's inaugura-
tion. Listened to with incredulity at first, in spite of the respect which
her character and experience demanded, her anxiety finally produced such
an impression upon the gentleman that he sent a proper messenger to Lieu-
tenant General Scott to put him upon his guard, yet was inclined to apolo-
gize for calling his attention to such vague and extravagant apprehensions.
What was his surprise to learn in reply from General Scott that he had for
some time been quite sure of the existence of some such conspiracy ; that he
had made the proper representations to President Buchanan and to others,
but that he was listened to with incredulity, and was absolutely powerless.
Upon this, measures were at once taken to ferret out the truth. Detectives

were employed, and placed upon the line of the railway in question near

Baltimore and Washington. They soon discovered that the soldier’s fears,
no less than the lady’s, were more than justified. They found volunteer
military companies drilling at various points along the road, which they
soon saw were composed entirely of men of the extreme slavery-secession
faction, although they professed to be strong Union men. To these com-
panies they joined themselves in the assumed character of Southern and
Southwestern men of like principles and purposes, and then learned that
the object of their formation was the proffer of their services to the directors
of the railway as an escort to Mr. Lincoln at some convenient point of the
road, where, having secured entire control of it for a sufficient time, they
would kill Mr. Lincoln, and, if necessary, the whole party which accompa-
nied him; they being determined and prepared to destroy, at some bridge
or other fit place, the whole train in which he was a passenger, should that
be needful to the attainment of their object. Similar investigations set on
foot in Baltimore, by other persons whose suspicions had been excited, re-
vealed a similar conspiracy in that city. The detectives were engaged three
weeks in obtaining a full revelation of the designs of the plotters there.
But they discovered, and themselves became seemingly a part of, a body of
men well organized with the fell purpose that if the President elect survived
to enter Baltimore, he should not leave it alive. They were to mingle with
the shouting crowd which would be sure to surround his carriage on his
arrival, to prolong and increase the excitement, and, in the confusion, to
thrust themselves forward as overeager friends, and thus get near enough
to put him surely to death with pistols and hand-grenades. In the first
moments of surprise and alarm they could easily escape, and a vessel was
to be ready to transport them immediately to safety within the limits of the
confederacy in whose interests, if not by whose procurement, the diabolical
scheme was concocted. Of course, the immediate actors in this intended
slaughter were of the baser sort; but it was discovered that men of wealth,
and social position, and political influence countenanced and supported it.
The plot was a good one, and, owing to the informal, democratic, and over-
confident habits of the country, easy of execution, had it not been detected.
Mr. Lincoln, as unsuspecting as every one of his constituents who was
not fully informed, left Springfield on the 11th of February for Washing-
ton; and, after the inevitable series of congratulations and speech-makings
on the route, arrived at Philadelphia on the 21st of the month. There he
first learned the designs upon his life from the detective who had been
principally instrumental in discovering them in Baltimore. Late in the
evening of the same day a special messenger from General Scott and Mr.
Seward — Mr. Seward’s son—roused him from his bed with an earnest
warning. Deeply impressed as Mr. Lincoln was by such monitions, re-
ceived through such channels, he yet refused to abandon an engagement to
be present at Independence Hall in Philadelphia on the morning of the
next day—Washington's birthday—and one to meet the Legislature of
Pennsylvania at Harrisburg in the afternoon; but, these fulfilled, he con-
sented to abandon his original plan, and go immediately and privately to
Washington. The day passed off without any incident worthy of remark,
except that some attention was attracted by Mr. Lincoln's declaration in his
speech at Independence Hall that, rather than abandon the principles of
the Declaration of Independence, he would be “assassinated upon that spot.”
But this was regarded merely as a strong and not very happily phrased
asseveration. The interview at Harrisburg with the Legislature of Penn-
sylvania being over, Mr. Lincoln placed himself in the hands of his friends,
and retired to his hotel, assuming, by advice, an air of extreme fatigue, which
his constant traveling and speaking made very natural. At about 6 o’clock
in the evening he was conveyed in a close carriage to a special train, which
started instantly for Philadelphia, and at the same time all the telegraph
wires leading from the city were cut. With him the president of the road
sent a trusty and intelligent confidential agent known as “ George,” whose
authority was recognized by all the servants of the company, and who bore
with him a large package of “dispatches,” about which he seemed very
anxious, and which was the alleged reason of sending the special train. At
Philadelphia the party took the regular train, which they found waiting,
and into which they quietly stepped just as it was starting. The detective
was on the train, but “ George” still considered himself in charge, and was
astounded and alarmed soon after the train was under way by being ac-

costed reproachfully by the engine-driver for not telling him that “Lin- |

coln was on board.” George instantly saw that his only way was to trust
his friend, and replied, “ Yes, he is on board.” ¢ Well,” said the other,
with a look of serious apprehension and determination, “now we have him,
we must put him through.” His own observation had led him to suspect
the designs of the people along the road, and he felt that he carried Ciesar
and his fortunes. Qddly enough, however, the man whom he supposed to

graph wires had been united again, and George s
“The dispatches have arrived, and are safely deliverec
Although the knowledge of this conspiracy had been
who were concerned in it and those who had detected it, the
land was the only slave state through which Mr. Lincoln wa
pass on his way to Washington, and the well-known riotous
the baser part of the people of Baltimore, had made his 1
city a subject of special interest. The Republicans of the place
seled by the authorities to abandon their intention of receiving
with the honors due to a President elect, which they were told “ wou
tainly produce a disturbance of the most violent and dangerous cha:
to the President and all who were with him.” They prudently fol
advice. On the evening of the 22d a Baltimore newspaper
article calculated to produce an attack on Mr. Lincoln, who was to

there on the 23d, and the marshal of the city placed an unusually
body of the police under orders, to be used both as an escort and a
force of observation and restraint. When, therefore, on the day of h
pected arrival at that city, it was announced that he was aﬁeadymﬂm
tional capital, which he had reached in privacy, in darkness, almost
flight, there was throughout the country a sensation of the liveliest surpris
surprise which was changed to shame and profound humiliation when
cause of this surreptitious entry of the seat of government was re e
Except on the part of those who felt it their duty to sustain the succes
candidate of the Republican party at all hazards, there was a universal
indignant expression of unbelief, and the affair became immedi:
subject of a rueful kind of ridicule. The story was widely regarde
especially in Baltimore and at the South, as trumped up for political e
and the event for a time degraded Mr. Lincoln in the people’s eyes.
refused to accept the alleged conspiracy against his life as any excus
the ignominious secrecy with which he, the future chief magistrate e
country, made his way through one of its principal cities. They scouted
the notion that any of their countrymen could seek to repair a political de-
feat by assassination. They resented the accusation brought against these
Baltimore desperadoes as a national insult. The Anglo-Saxon race, they
said, are not assassins; least of all are they so in the United States of Amer-
ica. The affair elicted on almost all sides mingled expressions of incredu-
lity, bitterness, and ridicule. From the point of view of the people of the
free states, this judgment was justified, and this feeling was correct. It may
be safely said that among their native-born population the formation of !
such a conspiracy would have been morally impossible. But they forgot o
to take into account, as elements of their judgment, the debasing and bru-
talizing influences of slavery as an institution; they did not stop to think
of the pitiless infliction of torture and death upon rebellious slaves through-
out the South, and of the bloody duels and street-brawls between “ gentle-
men” so constantly occurring there; they forgot for the moment that the
bowie-knife was strictly a slave-state weapon, and that of the bloody assaults
and murders committed within their own borders by natives of the United
States, the large majority were committed by men born and bred under the
malign influence of the worst form of slavery.®- And last, and perhaps
most important omission, they had not yet even begun to conceive that the
leaders of this insurrection, set on foot among a people so accustomed to
scenes of blood, and in whom a spirit of arrogant domination was bred by
the very constitution of their society, were determined, with the determina-
tion of the desperate, to carry their point at every hazard. It was long,
indeed, before this conviction came effectually home to them.

The excitement caused by this disgraceful occurrence, however, soon gave
place to profounder, if less vivid, emotions. On the 28th, the Plan of Adjust-
ment adopted by the Peace Congress was sent to the Senate and the House,
where they were followed, on the next day, by the report of the Committee
of Thirty-three. It at once became apparent that they would not command
the support either of Congress or the mass of the non-slaveholding people,
and that, consequently, all hopes of harmony and peace which had been
based upon them must be abandoned. Looking back upon these proposi-
tions, made after such long consultation among men who were practiced pol-
iticians, if not sagacious statesmen, we can but wonder at the failure which
they exhibit to comprehend the revolutionary nature of the crisis. That
of the Committee of Thirty-three was in the form of a brief amendment to
the Constitution, which provided that no amendment should be made to that
instrument which would give Congress power over the domestic institutions
of any state. Butas this was a merz solemn confirmation of a political right
which no man denied, or ever had denied, to any or to all the states, it was
therefore of no more consequence than the paper on which it was written.!
The proposals of the Peace Congress were embodied in seven sections, of

® Statement of Mr. Thurlow Weed in the Albany Evening Journal, and private account of Mr.
S. M. Felton, president of the Philadelphia and Baltimore Railway Company.

* Of the hundreds of cases which I might cite in support of this position, one in which there was
no bloodshed seems to me very characteristic. A gentleman well known to me, being in the prin-
cipal city of a slave state in 1861, was sitting upon the piazza of the best hotel in the place. Near
him sat a man, in a dreamy, contemplative mood, having his back turned to the window of a
barber's shop which opened with vertical sashes to the floor of the piazza. A light passing gust
blew one of these sashes to, when instantly this man sprang up, and, drawing a revolver, fired
five shots directly through the window into the barber’s shop. Fortunately there were few per-
sons in the shop, and he hit neither of them. But it is significant that he thought, of course,

| that the noise he heard was a pistol-shot ; and, of course, that some person had attempted to shoot

3

him *“on sight;” and that, of course, he had a revolver in his pocket, which he drew, of course,
and fired recklessly in the direction of the sound which startled him.

'* *“No amendment shall be made to the Constitution which will anthorize or give Congress
power to abolish or interfere, within any state, with the domestic institutions thereof, including
that of persons held to labor or servitude by the laws of said state.”
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er to regulate, abolish, or control
slavery in any state or territory of
the United States, or in the District
of Columbia, or any other place be-
longing to the United States; to
prohibit the bringing of slaves into
the District, or the transfer of them
from one part of the country to an-
other. The remaining sections for-
ever prohibited the slave-trade, se-
cured a more stringent enforcement
of the Fugitive Slave Law, and de-
clared that the foregoing sections
should never be amended or abol-
ished without the consent of all the
S states.! Except in the restoration
of the line of the Missouri Compro-
mise, this plan placed the republie,
bound hand and foot, in the power
of slavery. It could not but fail
The Republi-
cans were againstitin a body; and,
indeed, they opposed any adjust-
ment other than that which should
be effected by a Constitutional Con-

miserably, as it did.
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and the owner thereby prevented and obstructed in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of
such fogitive. Congress shall provide by law for securing to the citizens of each state the privi-
leges and immunities of the several states.

3 Inaugural Address of President Lincoln.
Fellow-citizens of the United States :

In compliance with a custom as old as the government itself, I appear before you to address
you briefly, and to take, in your presence, the oath prescribed by the Constitution of the United
States to be taken by the President before he enters on the execution of his office.

I do not consider it necessary, at present, for me to discuss those matters of administration
about which there is no spe: anxiety or excitement. Apprehension seems to exist among the
people of the Southern states that, by the accession of a Republican administration, their property,
and their peace and personal security, are to be endangered. There has never been any reason.
able caunse for such apprehension. Indeed, the most ample evidence to the contrary has all the
while existed, and been open to their inspection. It is found in nearly all the public speeches of
him who now addresses you. I do but quote from one of those speeches when I declare that ‘1
have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the institution of slavery in the states
where it exists.” I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I have no inclination to do so
Those who nominated and elected me did so with the full knowledge that I had made this, and
made many similar declarations, and had never recanted them. And, more than this, they
placed in the platform, for my acceptance, and as a law to themselves and to me, the clear and
emphatic resolution which I now read :

¢« Resolved, That the maintenance inviolate of the rights of the states, and especially the right of
each state to order and control its own domestic institutions according to its own judgment ex-
clusively, is essential to that balance of power on which the perfection and endurance of our polit-
ical fabric depend ; and we denounce the lawless invasion by armed force of the soil of any state
or territory, no matter under what pretext, as among the gravest of crimes.”

I now reiterate these sentiments; and, in doing so, I only press upon the public attention the
most conclusive evidence of which the case is susceptible, that the property, peace, and security
of no section are to be in any wise endangered by the now incoming administration. I add, too,
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jcty than the message with which Mr. Buchanan, months before, had so as-
:'nyis'l'xed and dissatisfied all men, except the seceders at home _a_nd abroad.
Mr. Lincoln, on the contrary, satisfied all but the same unconditional seces-
sionists, whom no duly qualified President of the United States could con-
tent, except at the cost of treachery. That he expressly disavowed the in-
tention of interfering with slavery, or any other loca.l institution, in the states
where it then existed, and denied his right of such mte_rfex:enee; that he de-
clared that the Fugitive Slave Lax, like all other oon§ntnhc3na1 laws, should
be enforced; that he avowed respect for the constitutional rights of all parts
of the Union, and the intention to pursue a peaceful course in his adminis-
tration—this was really of no moment; for he also declared that no state,
upon its own mere motion, could lawfully go out of the Union; that Qrdx-
nances of Secession were void; that resistance to the authority of the United
States was insurrection; and that his official power should be used to “ hold,
occupy, and possess the property and places belonging to the government.”
To the leaders of the secession party, and their active, determined supporters,

HARPER'S PICTORIAL HISTORY OF
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was susceptible of no other construction. And yet so
part, it would seem the greater part, of the loyal people-
try mistake the temper and the deliberate purpose of those -
ing the secession movement, that they regarded the address as
a peaceful restoration of the Union. This was especially the case w:
members of the Democratic party in whom party considerations
entirely extinguished love of country, and a reverence for the
tion and the laws. Those who spoke for these men cast aside party c
erations at once, and sustained the President in the position which he
taken. They fondly supposed that the members of their party at the
would do the same. How much they overrated the influence of pa
and a devotion to the republic among the leading slaveholders, how incor-
rectly they estimated the relative value of slavery and the existence of
republic in the eyes of those men, the sequel sadly showed.
President Lincoln’s address made little change in the course of events

that all the protection which, consistently with the Constitution and the laws, can be given, will
be cheerfully given to all the states when lawfully demanded, for whatever cause, as cheerfully to

e section as to another. ?
on'LI‘I:chwc is much controversy about the delivering up of fugitives from service or labor. The
clanse I now read is as plainly written in the Constitution as any other of its provisions:

“No person held to service or labor in one state u.ndcr thp laws thereof, escaping into another,
shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labor,
but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due.”

It is scarcely questioned that this provision was intended by thqse w.ho made it for the reclaim-
ing of what we call fugitive slaves; and the intention of the lnwgwer. is ghc law. 2 by

All members of Congress swear their support to the whole Constitution—to this provision as
well as any other. To the proposition, then, that slaves whose cases come within the terms of
this clause *‘shall be delivered up,” their oaths are unanimous. Now, if they would make the
effort in good temper, could they not, with nearly equal unanimity, frame and pass a law by
means of which to keep good that unanimous oath.? 2

There is some difference of opinion whether this clause should be enforced by national or by
state authority ; but surely that difference is not a very material one. If the slave is to be sur-
rendered, it can be of but little consequence to him or to others by which authority it is done;
and should any one, in any case, be content that this oath shall go unkept on a merely unsubstan-
tial controversy as to how it shall be kept? 2 3 ,

Again, in any law upon this subject, ought not all the safeguards of Liberty known in the civ-
ilized and humane jurispradence to be introduced, so that a free man be not, in any case, surren-
dered as a slav And might it not be well, at the same time, to provide by law for the enforce-
ment of that clause in the Constitution which guarantees that ¢“ the citizens of each state shall be
entitled to all the privileges and immunities of citizens in the several states?”

I take the official oath to-day with no mental reservations, and with no purpose to construe t_he
Constitution or laws by any hypercritical rules; and while I do not choose now to specify partic-
ular acts of Congress as proper to be enforced, I do suggest that it will be much safer for all,
both in official and private stations, to conform to nngl nlml_e h.\: all thpse acts which stand unre-
pealed, than to violate any of them, trusting to find impunity in having them held to be uncon-
stitutional.

It is seventy-two years since the first inauguration of a president under our national Constitu-
tion. During llmt.puriml fifteen different and very distinguished citizens have in succession
administered the executive branch of the government. They have conducted it through many
perils, and generally with great success. Yet, with all this scope for precedent, I now enter upon
the same task, for the brief constitutional term of four years, under great and peculiar difficulties.

A disruption of the federal Union, heretofore only menaced, is now formidably attempted. I
hold that in the contemplation of universal law and of the Constitution, the union of these states
is perpetual.  Perpetuity is implied, if not expressed, in the fundamental law of all national gov-
ernmnts. It is safe to assert that no government proper ever had a provision in its organic law
for its own termination. Continue to execute all the express provisions of our national Constitu-
tion, and the Union will endure forever, it being impossible to destroy it except by some action
not provided for in the instrument itself.

Again, if the United States be not a government proper, but an association of states in the na-
ture of a contract merely, can it, as a contract, be peaceably unmade by less than all the parties
who made it? One party to a contract may violate it—break it, so to speak; but does it not re-
quire all to lawfully rescind it? Descending from these general principles, we find the proposition
that in legal contemplation the Union is perpetual, confirmed by the history of the Union itself.

The Union is much older than the Constitution. It was formed, in fact, by the Articles of As-
sociation in 1774, It was matured and continued in the Declaration of Independence in 1776.
It was farther matured, and the faith of all the then thirteen states expressly plighted and engaged
that it should be perpetual, by the Articles of Confederation in 1778; and, finally, in 1787, one
of the declared objeets for ordaining and establishing the Constitution was to form a more perfect
Union. But if the destruction of the Union by one, or by a part only of the states, be lawfully
possible, the Union is less than before, the Constitution having lost the vital element of per-
]ll"“ll.\’.

It follows from these views that no state, upon its own mere motion, can lawfully get out of the
Union; that resolves and ordinances to that effect are legally void; and that acts of violence
within any state or states against the authority of the United States are insurrectionary or revolu-
tionary, according to circumstances.

I therefore consider that, in view of the Constitution and the laws, the Union is unbroken, and,
to the extent of my ability, I shall take care, as the Constitution itself expressly enjoins upon me,
that the laws of the Union shall be faithfully executed in all the states. Doing this, which I decem
to be only a simple duty on my part, I shall perfectly perform it, so far as is practicable, unless my
rightful masters, the American people, shall withhold the requisition, or in some. authoritative
manner direct the contrary.

I trust this will not be regarded as a menace, but only as the declared purpose of the Union
that it will constitutionally defend and maintain itself. In doing this, there need be no bloodshed
or violence, and there shall be none unless it is forced upon the national authority. The power
confided to me will be used to hold, occupy, and possess the property and places belonging to the
government, and collect the duties and imposts ; but beyond what may be ne for these objects,
there will be no invasion, no using of force against or among the people any where. Where hos-
tility to the United States shall be so great and so universal as to prevent competent resident cit-
izens from holding the federal offices, there will be no attempt to force obnoxious strangers among
the people that object.  While the striet legal right may exist of the government to enforce the
exercise of these offices, the attempt to do so would be so irritating, and so nearly impracticable
withal, that I deem it better to forego for the time the uses of such offices.
pelled, will continue to be furnished in all parts of the Union. So far as possible, the people ev-
ery where shall have that sense of perfect security which is most favorable to calm thought and
reflection.

The course here indicated will be followed, unless current ever
modification or change to be prope £
exercised according to the circum ing, and with a view and hope of a peaceful
solution of the national troubles f fraternal sympathies and affections.

That there are persons, in one section or another, who seck to destroy the Union at all events,
and are glad of any pretext to do it, I will neither affirm nor deny. But if there be such, I need
address no word to them.

To those, however, who really love the Union, tay I not speak, before entering upon so grave
3 matter as the destruction of our national fabrie, with all its benefits, its memories, and its hopes?
Would it not be well to ascertain why we do it? Will you hazard so desperate a step, while any
portion of the ills you fly from have no real existence ? ~Will you, while the certain ills you fly to
are greater than all the real ones you fly from? Will you risk the commission of so fearful a
mistake? All profess to be content in the Union if all constitutional rights can be maintained.
Is it true, then, that any right, plainly written in the Constitution, has been denied? I think
nlqt. Happily the human mind is so constituted that no party can reach to the audacity of doing
this.

Think, if you can, of a single instance in which a plainly-written provision of the Constitution

has ever been denied. If, by the mere force of numbers, a majority should deprive a minority

and experience shall show a

of any clearly-written constitutional right, it might, in a moral point of view, justify revolation: |

it certainly would, if such right were a vital one. But such is not our case.
All the vital rights of minorities and of individuals are so plainly assared to them by af-
firmations and negations, guarantees and prohibitions, in the Constitution, that controversies never

arise concerning them. But no organic law can ever be framed with a provision specifically ap- |

plicable to every question which may occur in practical administration. No foresight can antici-
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1se 3 xigency my best discretion will be |

| own hands at very short intervals.

| difficulties.

| We are not enemies, but friends.

ble let 3 p

isions for all possible questions,
E{.Eu authorities? The Constitution

pate, nor any d: of tain,
Shall fugitives from labor be surrendered by national or autl C
does not expressly say.  Must Congress protect slavery in the Termpne_u ? The Gonnmninn does
not expressly say. From questions of this class spring all our 1 controversies, and we
divide upon them into majorities and minorities. - 385

If the minority will not acquiesce, the majority must, or the government must cease. There is
no alternative for continuing the government but acquiescence on the one side or the other. Ifa
minority in such a case will secede rather than acquiesce, they make a precedent which in turn
will ruin and divide them, for a minority of their own will secede from them whenever a majori
refuses 1o be controlled by such a minority. For instance, why not any portion of & new -
eracy, a year or two hence, arbitrarily secede again, precisely as portions of the present Union
now claim to secede from it? All who cherish disunion sentiments are now being educated to
the exactstemper of doing this. Is there such perfect identity of interests among the states to
compose a new Union as to produce harmony only, and prevent renewed secession? Plainly, the
central idea of ion is the of anarchy.

A majority held in restraint by constitutional check and limitation, and always changing easily
with deliberate cl of popular opini and i ts, is the only true sovereign of a free
people. Whoever rejects it, does, of ity, fly to hy or to despoti: Unanimity is im-
possible ; the rule of a majority, as a permanent arrangement, is wholly inadmissible. that,
rejecting the majority principle, anarchy or despotism in some form is all that is left.

I do not forget the position assumed by some that constitutional questions are to be decided by
the Supreme Court, nor do I deny that such decisions must be binding in any case upon the par-
ties to a suit, as to the object of that suit, while they are also entitled to very high respect and
consideration in all parallel cases by all other departments of the government; and while it is ob-
viously possible that such decision may be erroneous in any given case, still the evil effect follow-
ing it, being limited to that particular case, with the chance that it may be overruled and never X
become a precedent for other cases, can better be borne than could the evils of a different practice. -

At the same time, the candid citizen must confess that if the policy of the government upon the
vital questions affecting the whole people is to be irrevocably fixed by the decisions of the Supreme
Court, the instant they are made, as in ordinary litigation between parties in personal actions,
the people will have ceased to be their own masters, unless having to that extent practically re- b
signed their government into the hands of that eminent tribunal.

Nor is there in this view any assault upon the court or the judges. It is a duty from which
they may not shrink, to decide cases properly brought before them ; and it is no fault of theirs if
others seek to turn their decisions to political purposes. One section of our country believes
slavery is right, and ought to be extended, while the other believes it is wrong, and ought not to
be extended; and this is the only substantial dispute; and the fugitive slave clause of the Con-
stitution, and the law for the suppression of the foreign slave-trade, are each as well enforced,
perhaps, as any law can ever be in a community where the moral sense of the people imperfectly «
supports the law itself. The great body of the people abide by the dry legal obligation in both
cases, and a few break over in each. This, I think, can not be perfectly cured, and it would be
worse in both cases after the separation of the sections than before. The foreign slave-trade, now
imperfectly suppressed, would be ultimately revived, without restriction, in one section, while fu-
gitive slaves, now only partially surrendered, would not be surrendered at all by the other.

Physically speaking, we can not separate—we can not remove our respective sections from each
other, nor build an impassable wall between them. A husband and wife may be divorced, and
£o out of the presence and beyond the reach of each other, but the different parts of our country
can not do this. They can not but remain face to face; and intercourse, either amicable or hos-
tile, must continue between them. Is it possible, then, to make that intercourse more advantageous
or more satisfactory after separation than before? Can aliens make treaties easier than friends
can make laws? Can treaties be more faithfully enforced between aliens than laws can among
friends? Suppose you go to war, you can not fight always; and when, after much loss on both
sides, and no gain on either, you cease fighting, the identical questions as to terms of intercourse
are again upon you.

This country, with its institutions, belongs to the people who inhabit it. Whenever they shall

grow weary of the existing government, they can exercise their constitutional right of amending,
or their revolutionary right to dismember or overthrow it. I can not be ignorant of the fact that
many worthy and patriotic citizens are desirous of having the national Constitution amended.
While I make no recommendation of amendment, I fully recognize the full authority of the people
over the whole subject, to be exercised in either of the modes prescribed in the instrument itself,
and I should, under existing circumstances, favor, rather than oppose, a fair opportunity being
afforded the people to act upon it.

I'will venture to add that to me the convention mode seems preferable, in that it allows amend-
ments to originate with the people themselves, instead of only permitting them to take or reject
propositions originated by others not especially chosen for the purpose, and which might not be
precisely such as they would wish either to accept or refuse. I understand that a proposed amend-
ment to the Constitution (which amendment, however, I have not seen) has passed Congress, to
the effect that the federal government shall never interfere with the domestic institutions of states,
including that of persons held to service. To avoid misconstruction of what I have said, I depart
from my purpose not to speak of particular amendments, so far as to say that, holding such a pro-
vision to now be implied constitutional law, I have no objection to its being made express and ir-
revocable.

The chief magistrate derives all his authority from the people, and they have conferred none

upon him to fix the terms for the separation of the states.” The people themselves, also, can do
this if they choose, but the exccutive, as such, has nothing to do with it. His duty is to admin-
ister the present government as it came to his hands, and to transmit it unimpaired by him to his
successor. 'Why should there not be a patient confidence in the ultimate justice of the people?
Is there any better or equal hope in the world? In our present differences, is either party with-
out faith of being in the right? If the Almighty Ruler of nations, with his eternal truth and
Justice, be on your side of the North, or on yours of the South, that truth and that justice will
surely prevail by the judgment of this great tribunal, the American péople. By the frame of the
government under which we live, this same people have wisely given their public servants but lit-
tle power for mischief, and have, with equal wisdom, provided for the return of that little to their
While the people retain their virtue and vigilance, no admin-
istration, by any extreme wickedness or folly, can very seriously injure the government in the short
space of four years.

My countrymen, one and all, think calmly and well upon this whole subject. Nothing valuable

can be lost by taking time. If there be an object to hurry any of you, in hot haste, to a step
which you would never take deliberately, that object will be frustrated by taking time; but no
good object can be frustrated by it.  Such of yon as are now dissatisfied still have the old Consti-
tution unimpaired, and on the sensitive point, the laws of your own framing under it; while the
new administration will have no immediate power, if it would, to change either. If it were admit-
ted that you who are dissatisfied hold the right side in the dispute, there is still no single reason
for precipitate action. Intelligence, patriotism, Christianity, and a firm reliance on Him who has
never yet forsaken this favored land, are still competent to adjust, in the best way, all our present
In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and not in mine, is the momentous
issue of civil war. The government will not assail you. = You can have no conflict without being
yourselves the aggressors. You have no oath reg'inered in heaven to destroy the government,
while I shall have the most soleran one to ¢ preserve, protect, and defend” it. I am loth to close.
We must not be enemics. Though passion may have strain-
ed, it must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic cords of memory, stretching from every
battle-field and patriot grave to every living heart and hearthstone all over this broad land, will
_v;_-: swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels
of our nature.




goward the point to which they were now surely tending, but that little was
a quickening of their progress and an increase of their force. Its plump
denial of the right of secession, and its avowal of a determination to possess
the national mints, arsenals, and military posts, put those in authority in the
states which had passed Ordinances of Secession, and appropriated the prop-
erty of the republic to their own use, upon their mettle; while its peaceful
ions did nothing to mitigate to the advocates of state sovereignty, in
the slave states which had not seceded, its assertion of the supreme and ab-
solute authority of the central government in all national affairs. In the
free states, and in the slave states still under loyal control, it made the idea
of an armed struggle for the support of the government more familiar; and,
by awakening the generous glow of patriotism, it softened and sundered the
rigid bonds by which the Democratic party, the only well-organized and
well-disciplined body in the country, had been for more than a generation so
strongly bound together.
At the South the leaders allowed the people little time for such super-
fluous business as the consideration of a speech which merely showed that
there was no ground of apprehension that their interests would suffer under
the new administration of the United States government. They drove them
sharply up to the work of rebellion. Military preparation and hostile ac-
tion against the government had gone on vigorously under state authority
during the three months preceding Mr. Lincoln's inauguration; and hardly
had that event taken place when the confederate president ordered General
Beauregard to Charleston to take command of the forces which had been
assembled, and the works which had been erected there, for the investment
of Fort Sumter. On the 9th of March the confederate Congress passed an
act for the establishment and organization of an army. On the 14th the
Legislature of Florida passed an act defining treason, and declaring that, in
the event of a collision between the troops of the United States and those of
Florida, the holding office under the government of the former by any res-
ident of the latter should be punished with death! Supplies were cut off
from the Gulf fleet and from Fort Pickens—an important post, the preser-
vation of which to the government will form an interesting episode in the
early part of our narrative. The various states under control of the confed-
erate government ratified the Constitution adopted at Montgomery, and were
called upon to furnish their quota of troops for the defense of the insurgent
cause. The whole number called for was less than twenty thousand, and
these, from a population of five millions, an unusually large proportion of
whom were shifting adventurers or local desperadoes, and accustomed to
the use of arms upon each other, were soon forthcoming. In certain places
the young men of the more respectable and cultivated classes also formed
themselves into military companies, and volunteered their services in the
insurgent army. The South seemed to be animated with a lively and wide-
spread enthusiasm for the confederate cause. For those whose hearts
were in it were outspoken, active, and self-asserting ; while those who
preserved their allegiance to the old Constitution, their loyalty to the
old flag, and their love for the republic, were, with comparatively few
exceptions, silent and reserved. To officer the troops mustered under
this levy there were more than enough of men well qualified. From
the beginning of the commotion it was manifest that many officers of
the United States army, professionally educated, and supported during
their education by the republic, would, at the bidding of state politi-
cians, disown the flag which they had sworn to defend, and turn their
swords against the mother who had cherished them. The event sur-
passed anticipation. As state after state passed the Ordinance of Se-
cession, officers of the army and navy, West Point cadets, and mid-
shipmen, resigned in rapid succession, under the convenient plea that
they were bound to follow the fortunes of their “sovereign” state. So
overwhelmed were their minds by this shallow doctrine, or by the
deep purpose which it was used to veil, that they did not see that un-
der it their allegiance shifted with their residence, and could be moved
about the country from one ‘sovereignty” to another as easily as a
peddler moves his pack. Not one in five of them was born and bred
in the state to whose fortunes he chose to regard himself as bound ;
and some of them, as we shall see, were (like thousands, if not tens of
thousands, of the men they were to lead to battle against the flag of
the republic) natives of free states. So mildly did the government of
the United States use its powers, even in this extremity, that the res-
ignations of these, its sworn defenders, who deserted it in the hour of
its peril, were accepted, and they were allowed to retire with nominal
honor. In this manner more than one hundred of the officers of the
army and navy threw up their commissions, and offered their swords
to the insurgent cause before the 4th of March. Let us, however,
though we can not justify or even excuse this sad and shameful defec- |
tion, consider fairly all the circumstances which palliated it. With || i
few exceptions, all these officers had been imbued from their boyhood -
with the doctrine of state sovereignty. They had heard it insisted
upon by the politicians of their part of the country, in the one-sided
domestic discussions of the public assembly and the social circle—the
very politicians upon whose recommendation they were appointed to
their cadetships and their midshipmen’s berths.  For John C. Calhoun
and the men of his school, who had obtained, partly by intrigue and
partly by arrogation, the almost absolute control of the politics of the
slave states, astutely seeing that the power of those states as units was
a far more formidable weapon to wield against the advance of freedom
than the power of the people of those states in mass, made the adop-
tion of this dogma a sine-qua-non to political preferment. That the
interest of slavery must either control the republic or destroy it was
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for thirty years as a religion and an aggressive policy to them, and this mon-
ster of state sovereignty was both the fetich of their worship and the bugbear
of their threats. When men brought up under such teaching saw the govern-
ment at Washington pass into the hands of a party which they styled “ Abo-
litionist”"—when they saw their own states secede from the Union—when
the voice of their elders, the spur of ambition, the hopes of social distinction,
and the blandishments of women, all incited them to espouse the canse of
the insurgents—and when to all this was added the consciousness that, if
they fought under the flag of the republic, they must meet their brothers and
their friends in battle, what wonder that so many of them, yielding to all these
influences, resigned their commissions, often soothing their consciences, at
first, with the self-assurance that they would not take up arms either under
the old flag or the new one! Nay, considering how men are influenced
by interest, by association, and by antagonism, is it not somewhat surprising
that so many of them remained faithful to the flag which, if the doctrines
taught by modern politicians of their part of the country were true, was the
mere sign of “a common agency?” The greater part of the guilt of their
defection must be laid upon the shoulders of the men who for so many years
had labored to debauch the patriotism and pervert the judgment of the peo-
ple of the South. To the men of the free states, on the contrary, loyalty to
the republic, one and indivisible, was a sentiment, almost an instinct. They
were not taught it any more than they were taught to breathe or to see;
they debated it no more than they questioned the certain action of the great
laws of nature. They imbibed it with their mother’s milk, and it became
a part of their very being. They had no peculiar abnormal institution to
bias their judgments and debase their sentiments, and both their reason
and their feelings united in their patriotism. They knew that their states
had local rights which they prized; and they loved those states as a man
loves his home, and his neighborhood, and his native town, and whatever is
nearest to him; but they looked upon all these only as parts of one great
whole. They gloried in the great republic; in its wise and humane prin-
ciples of government, in its power, its wealth, its beneficent institutions, and
its marvelous progress; they rejoiced in the prosperity of all parts of it;
and their desire to wipe ont the blot of slavery, which was one of the causes
of the great rebellion, was due to a generous assumption of responsibility in
regard to its existence which in no wise belonged to them. As to their
country, they looked upon themselves only as citizens of the great American
I !»n!-!'xw; and they inwardly d with pity upon men who went about
h Carolina” and “of Virginia.” It was
men to stand by their colors than it was for some
don them.
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whom the confederate president placed in command at Charleston, with the rank
general in the provisional confederate army. This officer, the son of a Louisiana
born near New Orleans in 1819. As his name indicates, he is of French descent, b
ther having been a French Royalist refugee. The present writer bought at a book-stall,
now in his possession, a copy of a History of the Life of Louis XVI. of France, with its
events and tragic ending, by a French writer, which was printed in Hamburg in 1802, nine ;
after that weak, but thoroughly good-hearted monarch died by the guillotine. Upon the portrai
frontispiece of this volume is written, in a French band of the last century, “ Pierre 'I'an
été heureux jusque a '93"?—touching evidence of a mistaken fidelity to the cause of aristocratic
oppression, which events have shown has descended with the blood and the name of the exiled
Royalist. In 1834, Pierre Toutant, the grandson, whose mother was an Italian woman, left his
father's plantation for the Military Academy at West Point. That plantation, it is said, was
called Beauregard, and the young cadet, introduced as Pierre Toutant de Beauregard, was mis-
takenly called by the latter name, which, being a territorial designation, gratified his vanity, and
he retained it. He passed through his cadetship with much credit, graduated in 1838, and re-
ceived his second lieutenant's commission in the First Artillery. Soon transferred to the Engi-
neers, in which corps he was made first lieutenant before the expiration of his second year of serv-
ice, he accompanied the small column of troops at the head of which General Scott, with a daring
as much greater than of Cortez as the superiority of his enemy in arts and arms to that of the
half savage and nearly overawed foe encountered by the Spanish conqueror, undertook to pen-
etrate Mexico from its shores to its capital.® In this expedition he distinguished himself by gal-
lantry and professional skill. At Contreras and Cherubusco he won a captain’s brevet, and a
major’s at Chepultepec. In the final assault upon the city of Mexico he was wounded at the
Belen Gate, and, with Lieutenants Gustayus W. Smith and George B. M‘Clellan—of whom, also,

we are to hear anon— received the honor of a special mention in General Scott’s dispatches.. R
Camp stories are told of his quick penetration and excellent judgment, and also of his somewhat go.
notable self-reliance; and, although these are probably highly colored, if not exaggerated, there - X
can be no doubt of the more than ordinary capacity and acquirements of Beauregard. At the K
close of the Mexican war his services were rewarded by the appointment of chief engineer for '-'_!

the building of the Mint and the Custom-house at New Orleans, and also of the important for-
tifications on the Mississippi below that city. Just before the outbreak of the insurrection, Ma-
jor Beauregard was appointed by President Buchanan to the important and honorable post of
superintendent of the Military Academy at which he received his education. He went to West
Point, and nominally entered upon the duties of his new position. But he had been in author-
ity less than a week when an order arrived superseding him. The traditions of West Point
are that he spoke and acted as became a loyal citizen and soldier, and especially that he dis-
suaded the Louisiana cadets from resigning their commissions. But the Secretary of War ad
interim, Mr. Postmaster Holt, distrusted him because of his Louisiana birth, and unwisely, it
would seem, put him in disgrace. At all events, the temptation to a States Rights man to soothe
his wounded vanity by yielding to the demands of his “sovereignty” to enter its service proved
too tempting for him to resist, and he resigned his commission in the United States army. But
it is more than probable that, sooner or later, in any case, he would have taken this step, influ-
enced thereto by the associations of all his life, and by the prominent part taken in the con-
spiracy for the destruétion of the republic by his brother-in-law, ex-Senator John Slidell, of
New Orleans. Having arrived at Charleston within a few days of the inauguration of Presi-
dent Lincoln, General Beauregard found much already done toward the investment of Fort
Sumter by the active zeal of the insurgents of South Carolina. Not only had Fort Moultrie,
Castle Pinckney, and Fort Johnson been strengthened, but batteries had been erected at various
points which either commanded the water-girdled ramparts from which the flag of the republic
still floated, or the approaches by which succor could be carried to its defenders. To the com-
pletion and increase of these works, which were already so large as to require six hundred men
for their garrisons, General Beauregard immediately devoted all his energy and engineering skill.
But we must turn our eyes from Charleston to Washington, where maimed negotiations were
halting toward the inevitable issue of civil war.

The provisional government at Montgomery had been in power but a few days when it ap-
pointed Mr. John Forsyth, former minister of the United States to Mexico; Mr. Martin J. Craw-
ford, late United States senator from Georgia; and Mr. A. B. Rodman, an ex-Governor of Loui-
siana, as its commissioners to the government at Washington, for the purpose of opening nego-
tiations upon all questions growing out of the revolutionary movement, which their appointment
assumed to have been complete. The cabinet which President Lincoln had formed for the ad-
ministration of the government to which these commissioners were accredited consisted, first, of
William H. Seward, whom all the world, including himself, had expected to be president, if the
Republican party were victorious, and who magnanimously accepted from his successful rival
the appointment of Secretary of State, and thus gave his country, to the extent of his power, the
advantage of his statesmanship and his experience. Next in importance at that time was the
Department of War, which had been placed in the hands of Simon Cameron, late United States
senator from Pennsylvania, who began life as a printer, and who had accumulated a large for-
tune. His reputation for integrity, however unjustly, was not without blemish; and Mr. Lin-
coln, when pressed, before his inauguration, to give him a cabinet office, had made objections on
this ground, which his friends would seem to have satisfactorily set aside, without the ability,
however, of preventing their recurrence. Mr. Gideon Welles, of Connecticut, was made Secre-
tary of the Navy; an appointment which he owed rather to the influence of powerful friends
than to any prominence as a politician or a publicist, or to any reputation as a man of affairs.
He had been editor of a Hartford paper, and was a Democrat in the administrations of Van
Buren and Polk. The Treasury was placed under the direction of Salmon P. Chase, a nephew
of the venerated Bishop Chase, of Ohio and Illinois. A lawyer of eminence in Cincinnati, he
had distinguished himself in suits which involved constitutional questions in regard to slavery,
in which he always appeared against the slaveholding interest. As candidate of the Free-soil
party, he had been elected to the Senate of the United States, and afterward was made Gov-
ernor of Ohio, in which position his sound and wise views of finance at a critical pericd had
done the commonwealth much service. For his Attorney General Mr. Lincoln had selected Ed-
ward Bates, a leading lawyer and politician of Missouri, who had done much service to the Re-

3 ¢ Pierre Toutant was happy until '98"—the year of Lonis XV1I.’s death.

¢ Cortez had five hundred Spanish troops, but his Tlascalan allies were numbered by thounsands, and treachery served him
better than either his own or the native forces. General Scott entered the country at the head of only fifteen thousand men,
and the whole force under General Taylor was less than six thousand. The Mexicans fonght with skill and desperate
valor. Treachery was enlisted only in the councils of their leader, Santa Anna. And General Scott and his little army
bore themselves so magnanimounsly and. so wisely, that the Mexicans invited him to remain with them at the head of affairs.
Mappy would it have been for them b yd ho done sa.
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a graduate of West Point, whose whole life had been
if not in the conduct of public affairs, and who was
take, a much more prominent part in the cabinet
the office which he accepted would have made necessary. To this cab-
the confederate commissioners made their approach almost ere it was
ormed. They arrived in Washington on the 5th of March ; but it was
until the 12th that Messrs. Crawford and Forsyth, representing the com-
ission, addressed a note to the Secretary of State, Mr. Seward, informing him
of the character in which they presented themselves at the capital, and asking
‘him to appoint an early day on which they might present their credentials
and proceed to negotiations. Their note was couched in those smooth and
formal phrases of conyentional courtesy with which men of social culture and
ic experience can cover even the most offensive assertions and the
urious assumptions. They claimed that the seven states which they
’ ted had withdrawn from the Union, and formed a confederation, “in
- the exervise of the inherent right of every free people to change or reform
- their political institutions,” when they knew that the inhabitants of only one
~ of those states—Texas—ever were, in the political sense of the word, a dis-
- tinct people, and that four other states of the seven—Alabama, Mississippi,
and Florida—were the mere creatures of the government and peo-

ple of the United States, the very soil of two of them—Florida and Louisiana
 —having been bought and paid for out of the United States Treasury, They

- claimed recognition and consideration for their government on the ground

! that it was “endowed with all the means of self-support,” when those means
. consisted largely of the arms, the money, the forts, public buildings, and ves.
; sels which it had seized from the very government from whom they demand-
ed recognition. They professed that “amity and good-will” which diplomatic

agents always profess until there is an open rupture; and they declared that

the le whom they claimed to represent did not wish to do any act to in-

jure their late confederates, when they knew that their very presence in that
capital, as commissioners of part of the Union to a government administered

by men constitutionally elected to govern the whole, was an evidence that

their “late confederates” had already received at their bands the greatest
injury in their power. Mr. Seward replied to this note on the 15th by a
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little during the canvass which resulted in Mr. Lin-

memorandum in which he informed them, with the utmost courtesy, that he
had no authority to recognize them as diplomatic agents, or enter into corre-
spondence with them. The events which had caused their mission to Wash-
ington he regarded, not as a rightful and accomplished revolution, but as a
perversion of a temporary and partisan excitement to an unjustifiable and
unconstitutional aggression upon the rights and authority vested in the fed-
eral government. The remedy for the deplorable condition of affairs then
existing he expected to find, not in such irregular negotiations as those upon
which they desired to enter, but in the regular and considerate action of the
people whom they professed to represent, and in a constitutional convention
for the amendment of the organic law of the land. Tn brief, plain phrase,
the Secretary of State, speaking for his government, refused to not only rec-
ognize the government under which the commissioners acted, but to admit
the right to establish it, and told them that they and all their constituents
were then, as they had been before, citizens of the United States.

The reply of the insurgent commissioners to this memorandum is one of
the curiosities of diplomatic literature. Still studiously preserving the hol-
low form of diplomatic courtesy, and making almost evangelical declarations
of peace and good-will to men, the commissioners, in fact, took a high tone of
defiance; read the Secretary and the President a presumptuous lecture upon
the first principles of free government; held the innocence of the insurgent
government up to the admiration of posterity ; and styled the determination
of the President to keep his solemn oath of office a determination “to ap-
peal to the sword to reduce the people of the Confederate States to the will
of the section or party whose president he is"—a most impudent remark,
whether we consider Mr. Lincoln’s constitutional position, or the distribu-
tion of the popular vote in the election which made him President, or the
majorities in that by which secession was carried in any state of the confed-
eration except South Carolina. They denied, too, that they had asked the
government of the United States to recognize the independence of their con-
federation, but merely to adjust with them the relations springing from a
manifest and accomplished revolution. In other words, they asked the gov-
ernment, by receiving them, to admit the very point in dispute, and they
declared that the innocence, the peacefulness, and the good-will of the con-
federate government was to endure just so long as it was allowed to have
its own way, regardless of the interests, the honor, and, in fact, the very ex-
istence of the government in defiance of which it had been set up.?

» Correspondence between Mr. Seward and the Confoderate Commirsioners,
‘The following is the d b n the § y of State and the Commissioners from
the Confederate States:

Messrs. Forsyth and Craxford, to Mr. Seward, opening Negotiation and stating the Case.

Washiagton Clty, March 12, 1881,
Hon Wm. . Seward, Seoretary of State of the United States
Six,—The undersigned have been duly accredited by the government of the Confederate States
of America as commissioners to the government of the United States, and in pursuance of their
instructions have now the honor to acquaint you with that fact, and to make known, through you,
20 the President of the United States, the ohjeru of their presence in this capital.
Seven states of the late federal Union having, in the exercise of the inberont right of every free
m:o change or reform their political institations, and through conventions of their people,
wn from the United States and reassamed the sttributes of sovereign power delegated 1o it
have formed a government of their own. The Confedorate States constitute an independent nation
de facto and de jure, and possess a government perfoct in all its parts, and endowed with all the
means of self-sy
With a view to a speedy adjustment of all questions growing out of this political separation, upon
such terms of amity and good-will as the respective interests, peographical contigulty, and future
welfare of the two nations may render nocessary, the undersigned are instracted o make 1o the

ment of the United States that the President, Congross, and people of the Confedersie States
earnestly desire a peaceful solution of these great questions; that it ks pelthér their interest nor
their wish to make any demand which is not founded in strictest justice, nor do any act to injure
their late confederates,

The undersigned have now the honor, in obedience to the instructions of their government, to
request you to appoint as early a day as possible, in order that they may present to the President

Forsyth and Crawford that he looks patiently but confidently for the cure of evils which have re-
sulted from proceedings so unnecessary, so unwise, so unusual, and s unnatural, not to irregular
pegotiations, having in view now and untried relations, with agencies unknown to and acting in
derogation of the Constitution and laws, but to regular and considerate action of the people at
those states, in co-operation with their brethren in the other states, through the Congressiof the
United States, and such extraordinary conventions, if there shall be need thereof, as the federal
Constitution contemplates and authorizes to be assembled.

It is, bowever, the purpose of the Secretary of State, on this occasion, not to invite or engage in
any discassion of theso subjects, but simply to set forth his reasons for declining to comply with
the request of Messrs. Forsyth and Crawford.

On the 4th of March inet., the newly-clected President of the United States, in view of all the
facts bearing oo the present question, assumed the executive administration of the government,
first delivering, in accordance with an early, honored costom, an inaugural address to the people
of the United States. The Secrotary of State respectfully submits a copy of this address to Messrs.
Forsyth and Crawford.

A simplo reference to it will be sufficient to satisfy those gentlemen that the Secretary of State,
gulded by the principles therein announced, is prevented altogether from admitting or assuming
that the statos referred to by them have, in law or in fact, withdrawn from the federal Union, or
that they could do so in the manner described by Messrs, Forsyth and Crawford, or in any other

t of the United States overtures for the opening of pegotiations, asuring the govern. | DA8RCT than with the consent and concert of the people of the United States, to be given through
governmen Stay 0 gotiations, e govern.

a nationsl convention, to be assembled in conformity with the provisions of the Constitution of the
United States. Of course the Secretary of State can not act upon the assumption, or in any way
admit that the so-called Confederate States constitute a foreign power, with whom diplomatic re-

| lations ought to be established.

of the United States the credentials which they bear and the objects of the mission with which they |

are charged. We are, very respectfully, your obedient servants, Jonx Forsyru,
Maxrix J. Cuawrorp.
The Reply of Mr. Seward.
(Memorandum. )
Department of State, Washington, March 18, 1881

Mr. John Forsyth, of the State of Alabama, and Mr. Martin J. Crawford, of the State of Georgia,
on the 11th inst., through the kind offices of a distinguished senator, submitted to the Secretary
of State their desire for an unofficial interview. This request was, on the 12th inst., upon exclu-
sively public consideration, respectfully declined.

On the 13th inst., while the secretary was preoccupied, Mr. A. D. Banks, of Virginia, called at
this department, and was received by the assistant secretary, to whom he delivered a sealed com-
munication, which he had been charged by Messrs. Forsyth and Crawford to present the secretary
in n.

0 that communication Messrs. Forsyth and Crawford inform the Secretary of State that they
have been duly accredited by the government of the Confederate States of America as commis-
sioners to the government of the United States, and they set forth the objects of their attendance
at Washington. They observe that seven states of the American Union, in the exercise of a right
inherent in every free people, have withdrawn, through conventions of their people, from the
United States, reassumed the attributes of sovereign power, and formed a government of their
own, and that those Confederate States now constitute an independent nation de facto and de jure,
and possess a government perfect in all its parts, and fully endowed with all the means of self-
support.

Messrs. Forsyth and Crawford, in their aforesaid communication, thereupon proceeded to inform
the secretary that, with a view to a speedy adjustment of all questions growing out of the political
separation thus assumed, upon such terms of amity and good-will as the respective interests, geo-
graphical contiguity, and the future welfare of the supposed two nations might render necessary,
they are instructed to make to the government of the United States overtures for the opening of
negotiations, assuring this government that the President, Congress, and people of the Confederate
States earnestly desire a peaceful solution of these great questions, and that it is neither their in-
terest nor their wish to make any demand which is not founded in strictest justice, nor do any act
to injure their late confederates,

After making these statements, Messrs, Forsyth and Crawford close their communication, as
they say, in obedience to the instructions of their government, by requesting the Secretary of State
to appoint as early a day as possible, in order that they may present to the President of the United
States the credentials which they bear and the objects of the mission with which they are charged.

The Secretary of State frankly confesses that he understands the cvents which’ have recently
occurred, and the condition of political affairs which actually exists in the heart of the Union to

which his attention has thus been directed, very differently from the aspect in which they are pre-
sented by Messrs. Forsyth and Crawford. He sees in them, not a rightful and accomplished revo-
lution and an independent nation, with an established government, but rather a perversion of a
temporary and partisan i to the i iderate purposes of an unjustifiable and uncon-
stitutional apggression upon the rights and the authority vested in the federal government, and
hith benignly ised, as from their very nature tiey always must so be exercised, for the
maintenance of the Union, the preservation of liberty, and the security, peace, welfare, happiness,
aggrand of the American people. The S y of State, therefore, avows to Messrs.

Under these circumstances, the Secretary of State, whose official duties are confined, subject to
the direction of the President, to the conducting of the foreign relations of the country, and do not
at all embrace domestic questions, or questions arising between the several states and the federal
government, is unable to comply with the request of Messrs. Forsyth and Crawford to appoint a
day on which they may present the evidences of their authority and the objects of their visit to
the President of the United States. On the contrary, he is obliged to state to Messrs. Forsyth and
Crawford that he has no authority, nor is he at liberty to recognize them as diplomatic agents, or
hold correspondence or other communication with them.

Finally, the Secretary of State would observe that, although he has supposed that he might safely
and with propriety have adopted these conclusions without making any reference of the subject to
the executive, yet, 5o strong has been his desire to practice entire directness, and to act in a spirit
of perfect respect and candor toward Messrs. Forsyth and Crawford, and that portion of the Union
in whose name they present themselves before him, that he has cheerfully submitted this paper to
the President, who coincides generally in the views it expresses, and sanctions the secretary’s de-
cision declining official intercourse with Messrs. Forsyth and Crawford.

Con federate Commissioners’ final Letter to Secretary Seward.
Washington, April 9, 1861
Hon. Wm. H. Seward, Secretary of State of the United States, Washington :

The **memorandum” dated Department of State, Washington, March 15, 1861, has been re-
ceived through the hands of Mr. J. T. Pickett, secretary to this commission, who, by the instruc-
tions of the undersigned, called for it on yesterday at the department.

In that memorandum you correctly state the purport of the official note addressed to you by the
undersigned on the 12th ult. Without repeating the contents of that note in full, it is enough to
say here that its object was to invite the government of the United States to a friendly considera-
tion of the relation between the United States and the seven states lately of the federal Union, but
now separated from it by the sovereign will of their people, growing out of the pregnant and un-
deniable fact that those people have rejected the authority of the United States, and established a
government of their own. Those relations had to be friendly or hostile. The people of the old
and new governments, occupying contiguous territories, had to stand to each other in the relation
of good neighbors, each secking their happiness and pursuing their national destinies in their own
way, without interference with the other, or they had to be rival and hostile nations. The gov-
ernment of the Confederate States had no hesitation in electing its choice in this alternative.
Frankly and unreserved, secking the good of the people who had intrusted them with power, in
the spirit of humanity, of the Christian civilization of the age, and of that Americanism which
regards the true welfare and happiness of the people, the government of the Confederate States,
among its first acts, commissioned the undersigned to approach the government of the United
States with the olive-branch of peace, and to offer to adjust the great questions pending between
them in the only way to be justified by the consciences and common sense of good men who had
nothing but the welfare of the people of the two confederacies at heart. 5

Your government has not chosen to meet the undersigned in the conciliatory and peaceful spirit
in which they are commissioned. Persistently wedded to those fatal theories of construction of the
federal Constitution always rejected by the statesmen of the South, and adhered to by those of the
administration school until they have produced their natural and often-predicted result of the de-
struction of the Union, under which we might have continued to live happily and gloriously to-
gether had the spirit of the ancestry who framed the common Constitution animated the hearts
of all their sons, you now, with a persistence untaught and uncured by the ruin which has been
wrought, refuse to recognize the great fact presented to you of a complete and successful revolu-
tion; you close your eyes to the existence of the government founded upon it, and ignore the
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Although Secretary Seward’s memorandum was dated March 15th, this
reply wa:ghnot written until the 9th of April, the memorandum itself not
having been sent to the commissioners until the Sth, with their own con-
sent, they having been willing to await the result of negotiations still more
irregular than those which they themselves had undertaken. These nego-
tiations had reference entirely to the condition of Fort Sumter, and the
course which the government meant to pursue in regard to it. This, in-
deed, was the material question of the day, the first great problem which
the government was called upon to solve after the coming in of the new ad-
ministration. On the 5th of March, President Lincoln’s first full day in of-
fice, and the day on which the confederate commissioners arrived in Wash-
ington, he received through the War Department a letter from Major Ander-
son, giving his opinion, and that of all the officers in his command, that re-
enforcements could not be thrown into the fort in time to prevent its capit-
ulation, from want of food, with less than a body of 20,000 geod and well-
disciplined men. After a full examination of the case thus submitted, Gen-
eral Scott and the army officers at Washington coincided with Major An-
derson’s judgment. But no such body of men was at the disposal of the
government, or could be raised before the garrison at Sumter would be
starved out. All that could be done, therefore, under the circumstances,
was either to send provisions to the fort, if that would be allowed, or, if not,
to evacuate it. But as a peaceful evacuation, unsupported and unexplained
by any concurrent act of authority, would justly be regarded by the world
as an admission of the incompetency of the government even to resist its
own destruction, it was wisely determined to accomplish the re-enforcement
of the important post of Fort Pickens, that thus it might be seen that, while
the government was obliged to yield to military necessity on the one hand,
it none the less asserted its power and maintained its dignity on the other.
Orders were dispatched (necessarily by sea) for the transfer of troops from
the frigate Sabine, then lying off Pensacola Harbor, to Fort Pickens; but
the officer in command, conceiving himself bound by some such sort of
armistice or agreement on the part of Mr. Buchanan’s administration as was
claimed to exist with regard to Major Anderson’s force at Fort Moultrie,
refused to disembark the troops. The news of this strange and untoward
complication reached Washington at such a late period of the time allotted
by circumstances for action, that Fort Pickens could not be re-enforced be-
fore the garrison at Fort Sumter would be famished. With regard to that
garrison, therefore, the problem for the government was either to furnish it
with supplies, or to get it out of the fort, as soon as possible, without loss of
honor or virtual abdication of authority.

It was during this perplexity of the government that the confederate
commissioners awaited a reply to their note to Secretary Seward. Mean-
time they received assurances from persons of high position, who, to use the
mildest phrase, availed themselves of their advantages to act as observers and
go-betweens in the interest of the rebellion (and, sad to relate, an associate
judge of the Supreme Court was the chief of those who performed these am-
biguous functions)—first, that Fort Sumter would be evacuated, and, next,
that it would not be supplied or re-enforced without notice to the Governor
of South Carolina. Seeing that thus the government would be as nearly as
possible tied hand and foot by its own acts, and placed at the mercy of the
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insurgents, the commissioners were quite willing to le
State's memorandum at the State Department, subject
as this antici military course of the government might
when they learned on the 7th that Fort Sumter was to
Fort Pickens if the government had power
their reply to the memorandum, and, solemuly shaking the
feet, turned their backs on Washington. gl
The expedition for the Telief of Fort Sumter was got under
possible dispatch; and notice was sent to Governor Pickens, of Sout
lina, that a peaceable attempt would be made to provision the fort,
if this were resisted, force would be used. The fleet was not a very i
ing one, considering the important occasion of its dispatch. It consist
but three armed vessels, three transport ships, and two steam-tugs. T
last of these, the Yankee and the Uncle Ben, carried only their ordinai
crews; the transports (the mail steamers Atlantic, Baltic, and Illinois) be
eight hundred men, with provisions; and of the armed ships, the
sloop-of-war Pawnee carried ten guns and a crew of two hundred men
Powhatan, of like grade, eleven guns and two hundred and seventy-five
men; while the third was but a steam revenue cutter, the Harriet Lan
which had hastily assumed the naval colors, and which carried but fi
small guns and ninety-six men—the military and naval force, all told, con-
sisting of but 1380 men and twenty-six cannon. Yet even this meagre
armament was raised with difficulty under pressure of the great emergency.
But not even all of these vessels left port with Charleston as their ultimate
destination. The Atlantic and the Illinois, with eight hundred and fifty
of the troops, were ordered to Fort Pickens; the armed steamers, the Baltic,
with one hundred and sixty troops, and the steam-tugs, were instructed to
rendezvous off Charleston Harbor, the commander having put to sea with
sealed orders as to his farther operations. Those orders were that unarmed
boats should be first sent in with provisions to Fort Sumter, and that, if
these met with resistance, all means should be used to re-enforce as well as
to supply it. {
Nearly four months had now elapsed since Major Anderson had hastily
sought the protection of this isolated strong-hold for his little band of fifty-
five artillerists, nine officers, fifteen musicians, and thirty laborers. When
he took up that position, it seemed to people generally as if he was abso-
lutely unassailable, except by a fleet and by hunger. The former, it was
well known, the insurgents were without; and it was supposed that the
possession of it by the government would deprive them of the assistance of
the latter. Fort Sumter was regarded as one of the strongest works within
the limits of the republic. Built upon an artificial island in Charleston Har-
bor, at the cost to the nation of a million of dollars, it had all the advantages
of inaccessible position, and the highest resources of engineering skill. Its
pentagonal walls of brick and compact concrete were twelve feet thick at
the base and eight at the parapet, which rose sixty feet from the foundation.
On four of its five sides it was pierced for two tiers of guns, to which were
added a third (called en barbette), fired from the parapet; but the fifth side,
looking southward upon Charleston, was almost without defense, and weak-
ened by the sally-ports and the docks; for the strong-holds of the republic,
like its Constitution, were constructed upon the reasonable supposition that

high duties of moderation and humanity which attach to you in dealing with this great fact.
Had you met these issues with the frankness and manliness with which the undersigned were in-
structed to present them to you and treat them, the undersigned had not now the melancholy duty
to return home and tell their government and their countrymen that their earnest and ceaseless
efforts in behalf of peace had been futile, and that the government of the United States meant to
subjugate them by force of arms.  Whatever may be the result, impartial history will record the
innocence of the government of the Confederate States, and place the responsibility of the blood
and mourning that may ensue upon those who have denied the great fundamental doctrine of
American liberty, that ““ governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed,”
and who have set naval and land armaments in motion to subject the people of one portion of the
land to the will of another portion. That that can never be done while a freeman survives in the
Confederate States to wicld a weapon, the undersigned appeal to past history to prove. These
military demonstrations against the people of the seceded states are certainly far from being in
keeping and consistency with the theory of the Secretary of State, maintained in his memoran-
dum, that these states are still component parts of the late American Union, as the undersigned
are not aware of any constitutional power in the President of the United States to levy war with-
out the consent of Congress upon a foreign people, much less upon any portion of the people of the
United States.

The undersigned, like the Secretary of State, have no purpose to ‘“invite or engage in discus-
sion” of the subject on which their two governments are so irreconcilably at variance. It is this
variance that has broken up the old Union, the disintegration of which has only begun. It is
{:n\per, however, to advise you that it were well to dismiss the hopes you seem to entertain that,

y any of the modes indicated, the people of the Confederate States will ever be brought to sub-
mit to the authority of the government of the United States. You are dealing with delusions, too,
when you seck to separate our people from our government, and to characterize the deliberate,
sovereign act of the people as a ‘“perversion of & temporary and partisan excitement.” If you
cherish these dreams you will be awakened from them, and find them as unreal and unsubstantial
as others in which you have recently indulged. The undersigned would omit the performance of
an obvious duty were they to fail to make known to the government of the United States that the
people of the Confederate States have declared their independence with a full knowledge of all the
responsibilities of that act, and with as firm a determination to maintain it by all the means with
which Nature has endowed them as that which sustained their fathers when they threw off the
authority of the British crown. . .

The undersigned clearly understand that you have declined to appoint a day to enable them to
lay the objects of the mission with which they are charged before the President of the United
States, because 5o to do would be to recognize the independence and separate nationality of the
Confederate States. This is the vein of thought that pervades the memorandum before us. The
truth of history requires that it should distinctly appear upon the record that the undersigned did
not ask the government of the United States to recognize the independence of the Confederate
States, They only asked aundience to adjust, in a spirit of amity and peace, the new relations
springing from a manifest and accomplished revolution in the government of the late federal
Union.  Your refusal to entertain these overtures for a peaceful solution, the active naval and
military preparation of this government, and a formal notice to the commanding general of the
confederate forces in the harbor of Charleston, that the President intends to provision Fort Sumter
by forcible means, if necessary, are viewed by the undersigned, and can only be received by the
world, as a declaration of war against the Confederate States; for the President of the United
States knows that Fort Sumter can not be provisioned without the effusion of blood. The under-
signed, in behalf of their government and people, accept the gage of battle thus thrown down to
them ; and appealing to God and the judgment of mankind for the righteousness of their cause,
the people of the Confederate States will defend their liberties to the last against this flagrant and
open attempt at their subjugation to sectional power.

This communication can not be properly closed without adverting to the date of your memo-
nnd_{)m. The official note of the undersigned, of the 12th of March, was delivered to the Assist-
ant Secretary of State on the 13th of that month, the geatleman who delivered it informing him

that the secretary of this commission would call at 12 o’clock, noon, on the next day, for an an-
swer. At the appointed hour Mr. Pickett did call, and was informed by the Assistant Secretary
of State that the engagements of the Secretary of State had prevented him from giving the note
his attention. The Assistant Secretary of State then asked for the address of Messrs. Crawford
and Forsyth, the members of the commission then present in this city, took note of the address on
a card, and engaged to send whatever reply might be made to their lodgings. Why this was not
done it is proper should be here explained. The memorandum is dated March 15, and was not
delivered until April 8. 'Why was it withheld during the intervening twenty-three days? In the
postseript to your memorandum you say it ‘‘ was delayed, as was understood, with their (Messrs.
Forsyth and Crawford’s) consent.” This is true; but it is also true that on the 15th of March
Messrs. Forsyth and Crawford were assured by a person occupying a high official position in the
government, and who, as they believed, was speaking by authority, that Fort Sumter would be
evacuated within a very few days, and that no measure changing the existing status prejudicially
to the Confederate States, as respects Fort Pickens, was then contemplated, and these assurances
were subsequently repeated, with the addition that any contemplated change as respects Pickens
would be notified to us. On the Ist of April we were again informed that there might be an at-
tempt to supply Fort Sumter with provisions, but that Governor Pickens should have previous
notice of this attempt. There was no snggestion of any re-enforcements. The undersigned did
not hesitate to believe that these assurances expressed the intentions of the administration at the
time, or, at all events, of prominent members of that administration. This delay was assented
to for the express purpose of attaining the great end of the mission of the undersigned, to wit: a
pacific solution of existing complications. The inference deducible from the date of your memo-
randum, that the undersigned had, of their own volition, and without cause, consented to this long
hiatus in the grave duties with which they were charged, is, therefore, not consistent with a just
exposition of the facts of the case. The intervening twenty-three days were employed in active
unofficial efforts, the object of which was to smooth the path to a pacific solution, the distinguished
personage alluded to co-operating with the undersigned ; and every step of that effort is recorded
in writing, and now in possession of the undersigned and of their government. It was only when
all these anxious efforts for peace had been exhausted, and it became clear that Mr. Lincoln had
determined to appeal to the sword to reduce the people of the Confederate States to the will of the
section or party whose president he is, that the undersigned resumed the official negotiation tem-
porarily suspended, and sent their secretary for a reply to their official note of March 12.

It is proper to add that, during these twenty-three days, two gentlemen of official distinction as
high as that of the personage hitherto alluded to, aided the undersigned as intermediaries in these
unofficial negotiations for peace.

The undersigned, commissioners of the Confederate States of America, having thus made an-
swer to all they deemed material in the memorandum filed in the department on the 15th of March
last, have the honor to be, Joux Forsyra,

Martiy J. CRAWFORD,
A. B. RoMax.

A true copy of the original by me delivered to Mr. F. W. Seward, Assistant Secretary of State
of the United States, at 8 o'clock in the evening of April 9, 1861.

Attest, J. T. PickeTT, Secretary, ete., ete.

M. Seward, in Reply to the Commissioners, acknowledges the Receipt of their Letter, but declines to
Answer it.
Department of State, Washington, April 10, 1861.

Messrs. Forsyth, Crawford, and Roman, having been apprised by a memorandum which has been

delivered to them that the Secretary of State is not at liberty to hold official intercourse with

them, will, it is presumed, expect no notice from him of the new communication which they have

addressed to him under date of the 9th inst., beyond the simple acknowledgment of the receipt
thereof, which he hereby very cheerfully gives.

issioners of the Confederate States, this 10th

A true copy of the original received by the
day of April, 1861. Attest, J.T. PickETT, Secrotary, etc., ete.
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singular battery had been built. It was constructed of heavy yel-
low pine logs, and was protected from shell by a slanting roof of
the same material. But over the logs was laid a mail armor of rail.
way iron, strongly clamped and dovetailed. The port-holes were
provided with doors like those of a man-of-war, and these also were
covered with iron armor, and fell at the recoil of the guns, thus af-
fording complete protection to the men who served the guns, ex-
cept at the moment of aiming and firing. This battery mounted
three heavy columbiads. Another battery, even more novel and cu-
rious, had been built at Charleston itself with an enterprise and me-
chanical ingenuity altogether unexpected. This was a floating bat-
tery, made, like that on Cummings's Point, of pine logs, and covered
with a double layer of railway iron. It was a nondescript struc-
i ture, not at all like either a vessel or a fort. It looked like a large
B8 shed, some hundred feet in length and twenty-five in width, and
had been much laughed at while it was building. Tt presented no
perpendicular face at the point of attack, only sloping surfaces of
heavy iron. The magazine stretched along in the rear below the
water-line, and was protected with layers of sand-bags, which Lelp-
ed to balance the weight of the four enormous siege-guns which it
mounted. A floating hospital was attached to the stern of this gro-
tesque, but, as it proved, really formidable structure. Other bat-
teries of inferior power

otted the sandy shore within cannon or

mortar range of Sumter; and all this preparation for the destruc-
tion of his post and the humiliation of his flag Major Anderson had
been obliged to see going on unchecked within range of his batteries
for four weary months. Strange, unprecedented, absurd, anomalous
position! Sorely-tried major of artillery, found faithful in all things
—futhful even to what seemed sure-coming death, and what was
sure-coming surrender—while life and military honor were both to
be saved by one word from your lips, Fire! which would have been

answered by cheers over hal
ith hands tied, but vigilant, with hands free and full
his pits and set up his engines befo

a continent! Standing, not supine,

g with some

nting you each mornin

could have blown straight
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FORT SUMTER.

‘Charleston Harbor a force of one thousand men would have been more than enough ; but about
~ seven thousand men were assembled there under the command of General Beauregard, and of
mﬁg thousand were sent to the works, the remaining three thousand being held in reserve
at 0
It was on the Sth of April, 1862, that the issue was presented to the insurgents that they

must allow the government to retain peaceful possession of its own fortress or expel its garrison

force. No communication was held with the insurgent administration at Montgomery ; but

on that day a messenger arrived from Washington to the Governor of South Carolina, inform-
ing him that provisions would be sent to Fort Sumter, and that, if they were not permitted to
~ reach it bly, force would be used. Such had been the nature of the abnormal negotia-
tions, understandings, or what not, between the representatives, authorized and unauthorized,
and secret, of the insurgents at Washington and the government, that honor, as well as

policy, was thought to require the giving of this information. Upon receiving it, General Beau-
regard immediately communicated it by telegraph to Montgomery, where the question which it
presented was considered for twenty-four hours; and on the 10th the confederate commander
received an order to demand the evacuation of the fort, and, if this was refused, to commence
the attack. He made the demand the next day at noon, in courteous phrase, of course, with the
usual expressions of a desire to avoid the effusion of blood, and with a compliment to the con-
stancy of Major Anderson, which came gracefully from a late companion in arms. The terms
were the most honorable that could be offered. The abandonment of his post, which they were
intended to grace, was promptly refused by Major Anderson as inconsistent with his sense of
honor and his obligations to his government. . As he bade General Beauregard's messengers
farewell, he said to them that he should be starved out in a few days, unless the fort was pre-
viously brought about his ears by their fire. This casual remark, natural enough to a military
man under all the circumstances, was reported at once all over the country, and seemed as
strangely peaceful and superfluous, to say the least, to the multitude, as the good-natured mutual
admissions of opposing counsel do to their incensed and mutually glowering clients; and it was
even made the occasion of the impeachment of Major Anderson’s loyalty. General Beauregard,
however, although he did not so misunderstand it, yet immediately telegraphed it, with the re-
fusal, to the confederate government, from whom he as promptly received authority to accept
from Major Anderson, as an alternative of an attack, an agreement to evacuate the fort within
a few days, and not to use his guns against the insurgent batteries unless they first opened fire
on him. Two of General Beauregard's aids arrived at Fort Sumter about midnight of that day,
the 11th, with a proposal of this alternative, and the authority to enter at once into the agree-
ment in question. The negotiation was thus hastily pressed through that sleepless night be-
cause the relieving flotilla was known to the insurgents to be already in the offing, though he
for whose relief it came was ignorant of their presence, and even of the purpose of the govern-
ment; for communication with him had been cut off for four days, and the last messenger from
Washington—Lieutenant Talbot, one of his own garrison—had not been allowed to return to
him. In his final summons General Beauregard requested Major Anderson to commuuicate to
his aids an open answer, which they awaited. This he did at half past two, offering to evacuate
the fort on the 15th if he did not previously receive controlling instructions or supplies, and
agreeing, meantime, not to open fire unless in case of hostile demonstration against the fort, or
against the flag of his government. This offer, which was to go out unless he was ordered to
remain, and was able to do so, and which secured him the right of defending any vessel which
entered the harbor under the United States flag, was not at all what General Beauregard re-
quired; and so, at twenty minutes past three o'clock on the morning of the 12th, the aids-de-
camp- informed Major Anderson that fire would be opened upon him in one hour, and there-
upon took final leave.®

¢ The following is the correspondence immediately preceding the hostilities :
Charleston, April 8
L. P. Walker, Secretary of War: X ; 2k i
An authorized messenger from President Lincoln just informed Governor Pickens and myself that provisions will be sent
¢ Fort Sumter peaceably, or otherwise by force. G. T. BeavreGARD
Moatgor

ery, 10th

Gen. G, T. Besuregand, Charleston : s

If you have no doubt of the authorized character of the agent who communicated to yon the intention of the Washington
government to supply Fort Sumter by force, you will at once demand its evacuation, and, if this is refused, proceed in such
& manner as you may determine to reduce it. Answer. L. P. WaLkeR, Secretary of War.

Charleston, April 10,

L. P. Walker, Secretary of War:

The demand will be made to-morrow at 12 o'clock. G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Montgomery, April 10,

Gen. Besuregard, Charleston :

Unless there are especial reasons connected with your own condition, it is considered proper that you should make the
demand at an early hour. L. P. WaALKER, Secretary of War.

Charleston, April 10,

L. P. Walker, Secretary of War, Montgomery :

The reasons are special for 12 o'clock. G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Head-quarters, Provisional Army, C. 8. A., Charleston, 8. C., April 11, 18612 P.M.

Sir,—The government of the Confederate States has hitherto forborne from any hostile demonstration against Fort Sum-
ter in the hope that the government of the United States, with a view to the amicable adjustment of all questions between
the two governments, and to avert the calamities of war, would voluntarily evacuate it. There was reason at one time to
believe that such would be the course pursued by the government of the United States, and under that impression my gov-
ernment has refrained from making any demand for the surrender of the fort.

But the Confederate States can no longer delay assuming actual possession of a fortification commanding the entrance of
one of their harbors, and necessary to its defense and security.

I am ordered by the government of the Confederate States to demand the evacuation of Fort Sumter. My aids, Colonel
Chesnut and Captain Lee, are authorized to make such demand of you. All proper facilities will be afforded for the re-
moval of yourself and command, together with company arms and property, and all private property, to any post in the
United States which you may elect. The flag which you have upheld so long and with so much fortitude, under the most
trying circumstances, may be saluted by you on taking it down.

Colonel Chesnut and Captain Lee will, for a reasonable time, await your answer. I am, sir, very respectfully, your obe-
dient servant, G. T. BEAUREGARD, Brigadier General Commanding.

Major Robert Anderson, Commanding at Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, 8, C.

Head-quarters, Fort Sumter, 8. C., April 11th, 1561,

GeNerAL,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication demanding the evacuation of this fort;
and to say in reply thereto that it is a demand with which I regret that my sense of honor and of my obligations to my goy-
ernment prevent my compliance.

Thanking you for the fair, manly, and courteous terms proposed, and for the high compliment paid me, I am, general,
very respectfully, your obedient servant, Ropert ANDERSON, Major U. S. Army, Commanding.

To Brigadier General G. T. Beauregard, commanding Provisional Army, C. 8. A.
Montgomery, April 11
Gen. Beauregard, Charleston :

We do not desire needlessly to bombard Fort Sumter, if Major Anderson will state the time at which, as indicated by him,
he will evacuate, and agree that, in the mean time, he will not use his guns against us, unless ours should be employed
against Fort Sumter. Youn are thus to avoid the effusion of blood. If this or its equivalent be refused, reduce the fort as
your judgment decides to be most practicable. L. P. WALKER, Secretary of War.

Head-quarters, Provisional Army, C. 8. A., Charleston, April 11, 1561, 11 P.M.

Masor,—In consequence of the verbal observations made by you to my aids, Messrs. Chesnut and Lee, in relation to the
condition of your supplies, and that you would in a few days be starved out if our guns did not batter you to picces, or words
to that effect, and desiring no useless effusion of blood, I communicated both the verbal observation and your written an-
SWer to my communication to my government.

If you will state the time at which you will evacuate Fort Sumter, and agree that,in the mean time, you will not use your
guns against us unless ours shall be employed against Fort Sumter, we will abstain from opening fire upon you. Colonel




Five anxious minutes more were counted, and the dark quiet of the night
was yet unbroken; but hardly were another five.completed w.hen,the flash
and the dull roar of a mortar came from the battery on Sullivan's Island.
The conscious shell went up shrieking and wailing along its fiery curve,
and, lingering reluctantly before its downward plunge, burst as it fell di-
rectly over the doomed fortress. No meteor of more direful portent ever
lit the sky; for this told surely of the beginning of a civil war, compared to
which all civil wars before it were as squabbles in a corner—a war in which
millions of men were to be engaged, and which was to scatter ruin and want,
not only through the country in which it raged, but across the sea, among
two of the most powerful nations of the world; which was to convert half
a continent into one great battle-ground, and strew it from east to west with
the graves of its citizens slaughtered to gratify the b.ase.ambmon and the
disappointed pride of a small factious oligarchy, who justified to themselves
their attempt to destroy a government upon the rx?onstrous assumption of
the right of one man to own and use another as his property. But to the
eager neophytes in war who manned the Charleston batte.n&s, tl?ls shell was
merely the signal for the beginning of a bombardment in which they ex-
pcctc«ll to run some risk and to gain much glory; for they knew well their
overwhelming superiority both in numbers and in weight of artillery, and
they knew how wasted, worn, and weary their handful of opponents were
with want of food, anxiety, and watching. They expected, too, thak after
a few such contests—enough to show the government and the people of the
free states that they really meant rebellion, they would attain their purposes,
and be in a position so to remodel the map of North America as to secure
the perpetuation of negro slavery throughout the larger part of its temper-
ate climes, and (what was the real object sought by their insurrection) the
political and social predominance of the slaveholding oligarchy. So mis-
erably had politicians been able to cause the citizens of the republic to
misunderstand each other! so miserably had some of them deceived them-
selves! After the firing of this signal mortar, the discharge of which was
fitly committed to the hands of Edmund Ruffin, a Virginian, who had grown
gray during his untiring efforts to bring about the struggle which he then
began, there was a short pause of preparation, and then fire was opened
from the whole crescent of batteries which more than half encircled the
fort; for the water battery had been towed down two days before, and an-
chored on the undefended side which looked toward Charleston. From this
time the discharge of shot and shell against the fort was kept up without
ceasing; but the fort did not reply. The insurgent artillerists could see
their balls strike against its sides, splintering the parapet and the embrasures,
and their bombs fall within its inclosure, and hear them explode. An hour
of this firing passed, and not a shot came back. Time wore on, and the
bombardment was kept up until those to whom had been committed the
doubtful honor of opening it grew tired with their unaccustomed task, and
yielded their places to others, and still the fort was silent. More than two
hours had thus passed in this one-sided contest. What could it mean? Did
Major Anderson intend to preserve the inoffensive attitude which he had
maintained for months, bear without resistance the fierce attacks of the bat-
teries which he had allowed to be constructed around him, and, trusting
solely to the endurance of his walls and his men, leave to his assailants, al-
ready committed to an inglorious contest, only the contemptible business of
a fierce onslaught upon men who refused to fight them? Perhaps it would
have been as well had he added that shame to the meed of their two days’
labor; but his duty, of course, prevented his thought of such a purpose.
He was not politic, he was only prudent.

Upon the departure of General Beauregard’s aids from the fort the flag
was raised, the posterns closed, the sentinels withdrawn from the parapet,
and orders given that the men should not leave the bomb-proofs without
special orders. At half past six o'clock the shrill notes of “ Peas upon a
trencher,” piercing the uproar of the bombardment, called the garrison, as
usual, to breakfast, which they ate leisurely and calmly. Major Ander-
son knew that if eighty men (only enough to work nine guns properly)
were to do any thing against such a fire as had been opened upon him, it
could only be with the careful husbanding of their strength and nervous
energy ; and therefore he had reserved his fire until he could use his guns
in broad daylight, and send his men to their work with the support of the
best breakfast his meagre stores could furnish. He then divided his com-
mand into three reliefs, assigning officers and men as equally as possible to

Chesnut and Captain Lee are authorized by me to enter into such an agreement with you. You
are therefore requested to communicate to them an open answer. I remain, major, very respect-

fully, your obedient servant, G. T. BEAUREGARD, Brigadier General Commanding.
Major Robert Anderson, commanding at Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, S. C.

. Head-quarters, Fort Sumter, S. C., 230 A.M., April 12, 1861
GENERAL,—T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your second communication of the
11th inst., by Col. Chesnut, and to state, in reply, that, cordially uniting with you in the desire to
avoid the useless effusion of blood, T will, if provided with the proper and necessary means of
transportation, evacuate Fort Sumter by noon on the 15th inst., should I not rec prior to that
time, controlling instructions from my government, or additional supplies; and that I will not, in
the mean time, open my fire upon your forces unless compelled to do so by some hostile act
against this fort, or the flag of my government, by the forces under vour ('nn'mmnd, or by some
portion of them, or by the perpetration of some act showing a hostile intention on your part
against this fort, or the flag it bears. I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant,

4 . Ronerr Axpersoy, Major U. S. A., Commanding.
‘To Brigadier General G. T. Beauregard, commanding Provisional Army, C. 8 A.

& ) : ¢ Fort Sumter, S C., April 12, 1561, 8 20 A M.
IR,—By authority of Brigadier General Beaunregard, commanding the provisional forces of

the Confe‘dcmle States, we have the honor to notify yon that he will open the fire of his batteries
on F.ort Sumter in one hour from this time. We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your
obedient servants, Jases Cuessvr, Aid-de-camp.

StepreN D. Leg, Captain C. S, Army and Aid-d -
Major Robert Anderson, United States Army, commanding Fort :":unler ;and R

© Without a doubt this issue was expected. Tt at least found General Beau- | ‘
regard prepared to keep the appointment of his representatives with suffi-
cient punctuality. The hour went slowly by, and the batteries were silent.

y W = :
needles with which to se :
scales, nor breech sides, nor any other instrument
there was none; only salt pork. Under these p1
a long defense were equally impossible. -
up for two hours and a half was ‘much severer ‘
Major Anderson had looked for; for the masked
biads on Sullivan’s Island, the existence of which he
filaded the fort, and was served with great energy and p
too, that there was only one face of the work which was
(that is, open to a fire in the rear) from mortars. Tt was
that Major Anderson gave the order to reply soon aftel
the morning of Friday, the 12th of April. Captain Doub!
in command, fired the first gun, and immediately the fort
the principal assailing batteries. : )

How unequal the fight was to be was not discovered in Sum
it had well begun; for it had been decided to use but two of the
of guns with which the fort was mounted—those in the lower
those upon the parapet; and the embrasures of the second tie
up with earth, and brick, and stone. The parapet, or barbette
of the heaviest calibre, capable of crushing even the armor of the i
batteries, and also being, on account of their position, those only fr
shells could be thrown, were most relied upon, and, for the protection ¢
artillerists at these, much labor had been expended since the time wh
attack seemed imminent. But the vertical fire of shells from the 1
batteries was so copious and well directed that this tier of guns had -
abandoned in the very beginning of the contest, and only two or
them were fired surreptitiously by some of the men, whom neither d
nor command could deter from yielding to the temptation of using
formidable weapons against the enemy. But these stolen delights
merely imaginary ; the hasty and careless firing of these great guns
more dangerous to the fort and its defenders than to its assailants. O
them was not only thrown from its carriage by its own recoil, but dism
ed another near it. Thus, in the very beginning, Major Anderson found
himself deprived of what he relied upon as his main stay, and confine
the use of his lower tier of casemates. The rebel artillerists thus attaine
comparative security during almost the entire bombardment; for while they
deprived the fort of the service of the only guns which could breach th
walls, and, what was of more consequence, of the mortars which could have
made havoe in their crowded open batteries, they themselves were able to
pour a continuous shower of bursting shells upon every part of the fort
which was exposed. This they did with notable skill and regularity of =~
fire; but their direct fire was not nearly so effective. A large proportion
of the solid shot missed the fort in the first hours of the bombardment, and
those which were better aimed scattered themselves all over its sides, and
thus did little injury of immediate importance. Two- of the guns upon the
parapet were hit, however—one being dismounted, and the other broken;
and three of the iron cisterns over the hallways were penetrated by shot,
the water pouring in floods upon the quarters below. The parade, where
five large columbiads had been arranged for the purpose of throwing shells,
was made absolutely untenable by the constant explosion of those dreadful
missiles. It was in the midst of such a fire as this that the first relief in the
fort went to their work. But they were allowed to fight alone only a very
short time. No ducy of the soldier is so trying as that of bearing an attack
without resistance. Under such circumstances, raw troops in the field al-
most invariably waver, and, if the trial be continued too long, break and fly:
only well disciplined veterans can bear the moral strain which such circum-
stances put upon them. In the present case, the whole garrison had been
wrought up to a high pitch of excitement by a nearly three hours’ bombard-
ment without a shot in reply ; and soon after the fort first opened fire they
broke through the order of the day, and were all engaged heart and soul in
the fight, with the tacit consent of their commander. Thus for the first four
hours they kept up such a fire that the assailants were astonished, and be-
lieved that their watchfulness had been outwitted, and that the fort had been
largely re-enforced. Soon the musicians and the workmen, functionally non-
combatant, caught the infection. They joined the artillerists in working
the guns, and, after a little practice as assistants, went off by themselves and
brought new pieces into action. But, although every man of that small
band thus did even more than his duty, and did it like a hero, it was soon
apparent that they could work little harm to their multitudinous and well-
protected assailants. A gun was silenced for a while in Fort Moultrie, the
embrasures of which were somewhat injured, and the barracks riddled. One
shot penetrated the floating battery, and wounded one man; but from the
mailed side of this battery all the other shot which struck it glanced off
harmlessly. The much more formidable iron-clad battery on Cummings’s
Point proved invulnerable to the shot of any piece which could be used
against it; and, although the embrasures were hit two or three times, no se-
rious injury was done to the guns or those who manned them. The other
batteries seemed to be almost entirely unharmed. TLack of skill was not the
cause of this ineffectiveness any more than lack of courage. But it proved
that the calibre of the guns in the lower tier of casemates, to the use of which
Major Anderson was confined, was too small to make their fire effective on.
iron-clad batteries, or even on such a strong piece of masonry as Fort Moul-
trie, at the distances at which they stood.

Four hours had passed since the besieged had opened fire, making, in
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vain, a better fight than they
could hope to make again;
and now the tremendous con-
verging fire of the assailants
was beginning to tell upon the
walls and parapet, and their
shells made the ramparts and
the parade untenable. Still
the garrison were all unharm-
ed, for they kept within the
casemates as much as possible,
and look-outs were stationed
at commanding points, who
gave warning when a shot was
about to strike or a shell to
burst. About twelve o'clock,
throngh the port-holes was
seen the welcome sight of
armed vessels under the old
flag. The fleet had arrived
off the Bar. They dipped
their flags in token of saluta-
tion and encouragement, and,
although bombs were pouring
ceaselessly into the parade of
the fort, where the flag-staff
stood, Sumter’s flag was dip-
ped in answer. In fact, men
could not have behaved with
more intrepid gallantry than
was displayed by the few de-
fenders of this fort. During
the first day of the bombard-
ment, the quarters were set on
fire three times by the ene-
my'’s shells, and put out amid a
storm of missiles which made
the escape of any of those who
thus exposed themselves to it
seem almost miraculous. The
fire upon one gun was so con-
stant and so close that it was
abandoned ; but, ere long, fire
was renewed from it, and an
officer, going to the spot, found
a party of laborers engaged in
serving it. They had turned
it upon the floating battery,
and one of them was still
watching the effect of the last
shot, forgetting his danger in
his delight, as he saw the ball
take effect in the very middle
of the battery.

In the afternoon the fire of
the rifled guns in the iron-clad
Cummings’s Point battery be-
came very accurate and se-
vere. It was aimed at the
embrasures, the masonry of
which was cut out and scatter-
ed among the artillerists at al-
most every shot, bruising and
stunning them often, but, for-
tunately, killing none. They
all kept at their work without
respite, and had their meals
served to them at their guns.
Soon after midday, the num-
ber of cartridges, of which it
had been possible to prepare
only seven hundred, had been
so much reduced, and the abil-
ity to supply them was so
small, that it became necessary
to abandon all the guns but
six. With these, a regular but
not very formidable fire was
kept up until darkness fell
upon the scene, when the port-
holes were closed for the night,
and the besieged garrison with-
drew to pass the anxious hours
in brief alternations of rest,
work, and watching.

Thus began one of the
strangest contests known to
the annals of war—a contest

strange not only in the cimummnnduwlﬂdr
but in those under which it was carried on. For,
been declared, directly or by implication, between the gove
United States and the confederated insurgents at Montgom:
act of insurrectionary violence had been committed by t
Charleston in firing upon the Star of the West. Inte:
parts of the country was still nominally free, and to all the people
ceding states actually so. The telegraph—that marvelous iny tion w
more than realizing the fairy gifts that dazzle and delight our won
childhood, makes every man an enchanted prince, by bestowing upor
eyes that see and ears that hear what is passing at the farthest corners
earth—still kept, though under supervision, all points of the country in
munication. Little restraint was placed upon it in Charleston on thi
and the inhabitants of that decaying, stiff-necked sea-port, who, 1
well as men, assembled on its battery-promenade to look at the bo 2
ment, much as similar mixed companies looked in classic days uprm-hlﬁﬁg-
ier contests in the arena, were hardly more immediate spectators of the fight
than the millions of those throughout the land who, whether loyal or
loyal to the old flag which was then assailed, found their dearest in
involved in the issue of that contest. Every stage, every vicissitude of the
struggle, was reported all over the land with the speed of lightning. The
daily tasks and pleasures of a great nation were thrown aside, and the whole
country became one vast amphitheatre, in which the combatants fought out
their unequal fight with the eyes of thirty. millions full upon them. Night
fell upon the thrilling spectacle with the contest undecided, and sent home
the spectators of both inclinings, quivering with excitement—the partisans of
the rebels, however, full of hope and of defiance, those of the soldiers of the
republic doubtful, depressed, and bitter; yet with their hearts full of an in-
spiring trouble and a noble wrath, born of a love which they had often
talked about, but the sweet pangs of which few of them had ever felt before.
Throughout the country on that night there was proportionately almost as
little sleep as there was within Fort Sumter. The night in Charleston Har-
bor was dark, wet, and stormy. All through it the insurgents kept up a fire
of mortars upon the fort, which provoked no reply, but accomplished the
purpose of depriving the weary garrison of any except the most fitful slum-
ber. Expecting both an attack by boats and re-enforcements from the fleet,
Major Anderson posted guards at the most exposed points of the fort; but
his watchfulness proved to have been unneeded. The insurgent command-
er saw that the reduction of the fort by bombardment was sure and speedy,
and therefore wisely refrained from an assault which must needs be very
bloody ; and the naval forces found themselves entirely unable to move to o
the support of Major Anderson. Only the Pawnee, 10 guns, the Harriet X
Lane, 5 guns, and the transport Baltic, had arrived off the Bar on the 12th,
the tug-boats having been detained by rough weather. Without these, the
orders under which the expedition sailed could not be carried out. These
were, as we have already seen, that unarmed boats should be first sent in
with stores, and that, if these were fired upon, an attempt should then be
made to send in both re-enforcements and supplies by force. But the Baltic,
the only unarmed vessel, was too deep to pass the Bar; and, besides, the fort
was already under fire. The naval commanders, however, upon consulta-
tion, formed a plan for the relief of Major Anderson, which was to hoist out
all the boats and launches in the night, load them with the men and stores
on board the Baltic, tow them in as far as possible, and, in the gray of the
dawning, let them pull in to the fort, under cover of the guns of the Pawnee
and the Harriet Lane. A good plan, though a perilous and a daring; but it
was entirely frustrated by the nature of the harbor, which did the insurgents
in this place such good service throughout the whole war. The Baltic got
aground in the night, during the preparations for the disembarking of her
troops and stores, and the project was necessarily abandoned. Others were
formed; but, before they could be put into effect, they proved to be un-
availing. :

The storm subsided, and the sun rose brightly to usher in the final con-
test of Saturday. The bombardment was resumed by the insurgents with
more vigor than they had shown before; and about nine o’clock the quarters
and barracks were for the fourth time on fire. The men who were not act-
ually engaged in serving the few guns in use tried to extinguish the flames.
For a short time they worked like heroes, fighting one fire, and enduring
another against which they could not fight. Here two non-combatants dis-
tinguished themselves in this their maiden battle—Mr. Hall, a musician, who,
throughout the whole bombardment, won the admiration of all by his cool-
ness, intrepidity, and energy; and Mr. Peter Hart, a sergeant in the New
York Metropolitan Police Force, who visited the fort in company with Mrs.
Anderson, and, on her departure, volunteered to remain there. On this oc-
casion the orders of the commander could hardly restrain him from fruitless
exposure of his life, and he afterward performed an act of signal daring.
The efforts to put out the fire proved to be equally vain and perilous, for
the enemy now poured in a steady fire of red-hot shot; and as fast as the
flames were extinguished in one place, they broke out in another. The task
was necessarily abandoned for another, yet more important and more dan-
gerous—the protection of the magazine, and the securing enough powder to
keep up the fight. Nearly a hundred barrels were taken out amid the roar
of flames, the crash of falling beams, the flying of red-hot shot, and the ex-
plosion of shells, and were ‘thrown into the sea. Meantime men were mak-
ing cartridges as rapidly as possible in the magazine itself, using for that
purpose blankets, sheets, and shirts, and all similar material that the fort
could farnish. The supply obtainable in this manner was, however, soon
exhausted; and the heat became so great from the blazing quarters and
barracks that the magazine could no longer be left open with safety. The



T —

~

|

; un\ih]ﬁiw

FORT SUMTER. 6:

Y™
| L1
g

H
1l

EEMOVING POWDER FEOM THE MAGAZINE OF FORT BUMTER DURING THE BOMBARDMENT,

doors were, therefore, finally closed and locked, and the fight kept up only
in name, by the occasional irregular discharge of a gun. The situation of
the garrison, actually desperate from the beginning, was now mpi(lly ap-
proaching the last extremity. The main gates took fire, and were soon de-
stroyed, leaving the fort open to assault from this quarter by overwhelming
force. The chassis of the barbette guns were burned upon the gorge. The
heat became so intense, and diffused itself so widely, that the shells and fixed
ammunition in the upper service magazines exploded, scattering ruin and
threatening death. The fire from all the insurgent batteries increased in
fury; and the continued thunder of their heavy guns, the roar of the flames
inside the fort, the crash of falling masonry and timber, the bursting of the
enemy’s shells, and the explosion of the ammunition in the service maga-
zines, combined to make a scene in which grandeur rivaled peril. The
great extent of the fort, the small number of men within it, and the care
with which they were kept inside the casemates, thus far prevented any se-
Tious casnalties. But it seemed as if the garrison were to escape death by
shot and shell only to meet it by suffocation. The day was warm and

sultry, the smoke did not rise freely, and the fort became so filled with it
that the men could hardly see or breathe. The heat itself grew stifling,
and increased to such a point that it became necessary to protect all the
powder left of that which had been taken out of the great magazine—only
four barrels—with wet blankets and other bedding. The men themselves
were able to get breath only by lying down upon the floors of the case-
mates, and spreading wet cloths over their faces to exclude the smoke. An
eddying gust of wind occasionally dispersed the stifling clouds, and relieved
their distress for lack of air, while it revealed to their sight the terrors of
their situation. About this time the flag-staff, which, though hit nine times,
had thus far escaped with slight injury, was shot away near the top. The
look-out cried, “The flag is down,” and instantly Mr. Hall sprung out
into the flaming, shot-raked parade, and brought the flag away. But the
halliards were so entangled that it could not be righted and raised again.
What should be done? The flag must float, for, terrible as the situation
was, no one had yet spoken of surrender. A temporary staff was rigged
upon the ramparts, and Police-sergeant Hart volunteered to climb it and
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s batteries kept up their | other respects, and demanded admission. Tt was allowed, and he scrambled
hed his peril- | in. He proved to be the Hon. Mr. Wigfall, of Texas, who had been the oc-
The enemy, determined | casion of much laughter in the Senate-chamber, and who was now volun-
i > of a | teer aid to General Beauregard. In a fuss and flurry, which provoked the
re they es of the smoke-grimed soldiers whom he addressed, he said that he
> from that officer, and asked for Major Anderson. He had gone to the
ngle gun, they leaped upon their own ramparts | mair > to meet the flag of truce, the approach of which had been ob-
served; and before he could be summoned, Colonel Wigfall (for such was
arrels of powder out of ’ his new title) said, “ Your flac is down: you are on fire; let us quit this;”
y three more cartridges { and asked to have his extemporized flag of truce displayed from the ram-
erest of the day was | parts. He was shown the national flag still flying, and told that if he wished
ntered upon the scene, and af- | his friends to stop firing /e must display the flag of truce. This he at once
e fall of the flag had, of course, | did, waying it out of an embrasure, which, nevertheless, was nearly hit by
mistaken in one q at least for a sign of | two or three shots. As it was his flag, and not that of the fort, a corporal
surrender. Soon after Mr. Hart had nailed it in its new position upon the | was then ordered to reheve him; but the firing being still kept up, because
outer wall, a man appeared at an embrasure with a handkerchief tied upon | of the national flag again floating above the fort, the corporal declined to
a sword, symbolic of the semi-military condition of his mind and person in | continue his useless exposure, and leaped back into the casemate, where the
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i

would have ft

y; and at each of the now rare and |
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and cheer

ed M:
Under these
the magazine were

remained,

been noticed, and it had been mistal




rising on his toes, and
3 ‘Major Anderson,’ said
You have done all that
¢ wishes to stop the fight.
will you evacuate this fort?" Major An-
| Beauregard is already acquainted with my only
that you will evacuate upon the terms proposed
and on those conditions only,” was the reply
said Wigfall, ‘I understand, Major Anderson,
e ours?’ ‘On those conditions only, I repeat.” *Very
I; ‘then it is understood that you will evacuate. That is
You military men will arrange every thing else on your
¢ % dagmed, the whitqfﬂng :I:ill waving where he had
irs and stripes waving from the flag-staff, which had be-
‘ mn‘muw, g flag-staff,
as he half way to the shore when a more formal and numerous
the staff of General Beauregard—Major Lee, Mr. Porcher
ator Chesnut, and Mr. Roger A. Pryor—appeared with a flag-
asked admission, which, of course, was given. They also said
came from General Beauregard.  He had noticed that the flag bad
that the fort was on fire; and he desired to know if he could
assistance.  As Major Anderson’s position was the consequence
' 's own acts, this was, of course, but a delicate way of
z a surrender. The beleaguered commander was surprised, as well he
t be, at this deputation from a man with whom he had already agreed
general terms of evacuation, and he replied accordingly, to the great
fiture of the members of the new deputation. These, however, after
‘minutes’ conference, informed Major Anderson that the extempore
= colonel had not seen the rebel commander-in-chief for two days,
~ They requested, however, a suspension of hostilities while they bore a writ-
ten memorandum of Major Anderson's terms to General Beauregard; but,
~_in the midst of this embarrassment, yet a third flag of truce arrived, borne
by Major D. R. Jones, the insurgent general's chief of staff, offering the same
~ terms of evacuation, with a single exception, which had been proposed be-
fore the bombardment—to wit, the departure of the whole command, with
company arms and property, and all private property, and the privilege of
saluting and keeping the flig—the exception being the salute to the flag.
These terms Major Anderson positively refused then to accept without the
salute, but consented that that point should remain open for considerution.

LATEST FROM

CHARLESTON

BOENE AROUND A BULLETIN-GOARD.

was finally' admitted by General Beauregard, who also (with
nd regard for the condition of a fort which was about to .
is possession) proffered assistance for the extinction of the fire,
s declined. The intrepid national commander had no alternative
| as to the course which he should pursue. He had not lost a man; but the
fort had become untenable, and his means of defense were exhausted. ITad
‘there been time to let the walls cool so that the magazine might be opened,
to blow down the parapet and build up the great gates with stones and rub-
bish, the defense might have been prolonged, as far as the fort itself was
concerned, until the men were exhausted by a diet of sheer salt pork. Baut,
even had these circumstances existed, the lack of cartridges and the means
of making them would have made effective offensive operations impossible.’
It is said that yet another and still more ladicrous incident lightened the
closing scenes of, this eventful day within the fort. Mr. Roger A. Pryor, of
Virginia, one of the first deputation from General Beauregard (and who
seems to have been one of that high (but not highest) style of Southern man
who vaunts his good-breeding and his chivalry, but has not yet attained to
quiet self-respect and unassuming confidence in himself, united to scrupu-
lous regard for the feelings of others, but maintains his superiority by of-
fensive self-assertion), appeared on this oceasion loaded down with arms in-
cisive and explosive, and bore himself in keeping with his personal appear-
.ance. Seeing upon a table what appeared to be a glass of brandy, he swal-

lowed it, without pause or ceremohy. Surgeon Crawford having caught -

sight of him as he was turning down the dose, approached quickly, and in-
formed him that what he had drank as brandy was iodide of potassium, a
deadly poison. Instant collapse on the part of the patient followed this
announcement; but whether it was due to the poison, or only to the an-
nouncement, the Muse of History has not been informed. She records with
pleasure, however, that the valiant Virginian, having been seized upon by the
benevolent surgeon, was put instantly through such a course of pumping
and purgation that his life was saved, to be again, in like manner, devoted
to the cause which he had espoused. It may be cruel, but it is human, to
suggest that the surgeon, having failed of a single loyal patient through a
two days’ bombardment, was determined to have one at least from the rebel
side, and seized the occasion of an equally thoughtless and harmless drink-
ing to gratify at once his professional craving and his excited patriotism.
Agitating as this day had been in Charleston Harbor, it was none the less
so outside the bounds of the insurgent confederacy. Throughont the free
states, and the slave states still under loyal rule, the people rose on that Sat-
urday morning with their souls filled with the one anxiety which had pre-
vented or disturbed their rest. The bombardment and the defense wonld, of
course, be renewed ; but would Major Anderson be able to hold out until he

SUMTE_R_oN FiRe!!

received the re-enforcements and supplies which lay within sight of his ram-
parts? What of good or ill to the republic would this
day bring forth? What of honor or dishonor to the
flag? The excitement was not turbulent; it hardly ruf-
fled the surface of society. It was a strong, deep-seat-
ed trouble; a sad and almost awful apprehension. It
sank deeper and spread wider as the hourly dispatches
told how the stirring fight went on. In the great
centres of population and business the streets were
filled by eager, anxious people, who spoke nervously
upon the one great theme; and around the many bul-
letin-boards the crowds were so great as to impede the
public passage. The announcements successively. made
of the feebleness of Major Anderson's resistance, of the
inactivity of the fleet, of the fire, the throwing pow-
der into the water, the explosions, the silencing of the
fort, the incomprehensible display of the flag of truce
at the same time with the national standard, were re-
ceived with amazement, indignation, and incredulity.
The southern end of the telegraph was, of course, in
the hands of the insurgents; and soon these astonish-
ing, and, as it was thought, absurd reports began to be
attributed to the malicious perversion of those who
sent them. The inactivity of the fleet seemed inex-
plicable ; the story that the fort was on fire was scout-
ed as quite incredible. Fort Sumter was believed to be
an almost impregnable mass of solid masonry, as in-
combustible as the Rock of Gibraltar; and here it was,
if the truth were told, burning like a tinder-box. Men
turned away in scorn; they could not and would not
believe it. And when, in the afternoon, the final dis-
patch came from Charleston, by way of Augusta, that
the fort had surrendered; that the confederate flag
floated over its walls, and that none of the garrison
or confederate troops were hurt, it was thought that
this was the cap-sheaf of malicious invention, and that
it was only sure that the fight had gone on during the
day with varying fortunes. The effect of the news,
however, was to work the public mind up to a terri-
ble pitch of excitement; and the most widely-circu:

lated daily paper in the city of New York, having been

thus far the apologist and the advocate of the secession-

ists, the indignation of the people was so roused against

it that an attack upon its office was expected, and would

7 See the ¢ Engineer Journal of the Bombardment of Fort Sumter,”
by Capt. J. G. Foster, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., New York, 186L
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doubtless bave been made, except for the prompt and vigorous preventive
measures taken by the chief of police. ok

Little of the next day was given wholly to religious duties, for patriotism
is an element of piety, not of religion; and the two days’ attack upon the
national flag was the only subject which really occupied men’s minds—the
only topic of their conversation. To satisfy the anxiety of the public, the
principal newspapers, the publication of which, with one exception, was in-
termitted, of course, on Sunday, issued a number on this morning; and thus
commenced a custom which was continued far into the period of the ensuing
war. The dispatches of the previous day proved to be substantially true, and
the people found themselves forced to bear the national humiliation with
such resignation as they could summon. Here and there a voice was heard
denouncing Major Anderson, or at least questioning his patriotism or his de-
termination. But these were the views only of the most headstrong and least
considerate folk ; the mass of the people felt that he had a right to their en-
tire confidence. At this very time he was evacuating the fort upon terms,
and in a manner, creditable alike to himself and to his opponents in the re-
cent contest. Having packed up all company and personal property, and
made preparations for saluting his flag, Major Anderson was waited upon
by several officers of General Beauregard’s staff, Commander Hartstein, for-
merly of the United States Navy, but who had preferred his state to his
count ry, and Captain Gillis, commander of the Pocahontas. The steamer
Isabel, which the confederate authorities had provided as a transport to the
vessels outside the Bar, lay at the wharf behind the gorge. The old battle-
torn flag, which had been displayed four months before, amid prayers appa-
rently unheard and hopes doomed to bitter disappointment, was raised to re-
ceive the honors which showed that it had fallen without disgrace. Fifty
guns were fired, and it was lowered before solemn faces and tearful eyes.

Jut, it would seem, the outraged genius of the republic demanded that some
sacrifice of blood, even innocent, should atone for this humiliation, and at
the seventeenth gun an accidental explosion of fixed ammunition instantly
killed one of the artillerists, and severely wounded several others, one of
them mortally. This casualty proved more fatal than the two days’ bom-
bardment to either party; for, in spite of reports long circulated to the con-
trary in regard to the insurgent force, there is no reasonable room for doubt-
ing the assertion that neither side lost a single man, while the wounds re-
ceived were few and trifling. The salute finished, the vietim to the honor
of his country’s flag, Private David Hough, was buried with military honors
in the parade of the fort where he had done so gallantly a soldier’s duty;
and the garrison, in full uniform, were formed in line, and marched out to
the air of “ Yankee Doodle.” The confederate officers present vied with
each other in demonstrations of courtesy to their vanquished foes. The flag
of Fort Sumter, which Major Anderson took away with him, was raised on
board the Isabel as she put off, so that he and his command were under no
flag but that of their government from the beginning to the end of the mem-
orable series of events in which they bore so prominent a part.

Of the insurgent force in this affair little has been, and little need be said.
They were in overwhelming numbers, and the fire of the fort—restricted as
Major Anderson proved to be to his guns of smallest calibre—was so inef-
fective that their performance was little more than artillery practice. Their
numbers, and their guns, and the work they did, have been thus precisely
stated in an elaborate article written upon the best authority.! They had

fourteen batteries in action, mounting forty-two heavy guns and mortars.
From these there were thrown, durin> the two days, two thousand three
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hundred and sixty shot and nine hundred and eighty shells. T:
of men engaged in the confederate works was certainly over
sand, and between four and five tbousaqd were he!d In reserve. . Of t
ficers who distinguished themselves—with _such distinction as was p
where the officers on one side were three times as many as the men
other, and no one was hurt—General Beauregard’s report mentions
ant Colonel R. S. Ripley, commanding the batter}es on Sullivan’ '
Tieutenant Colonel W. G. De Saussure, commanding those on Morris
and; Major P. F. Stevens, in command of the iron-clad battery at Cun
mings’s Point; Captain Thomas, who oomu.landed the Bx_'msh nﬁed cannon
at this point; and Majors Whiting and Gwin, and Captain Hartstein. Col-
onel Wigfall comes in for a share of commendathni and' let us not forget
that, with all his fluster and flurry, and the absurdity of his false position in
regard to the capitalation, his motive was a good' one, and he showed real
fortitude in passing from the shore tcf the fc_)rt in an open boat during a’,".
heavy fire of shot and shell. Captain I'Iartstem, havmgﬁbut to superintend
the patrolling of the harbor and carrying of messages in tug-boats, gained
more distinetion by his courtesy and fraternal kindness after the surrender
than by the duties which he had performed before. 7

Tt was not to be expected that the official representative of the vaunting
and insolent politicians and planters of South Carolina would emulate the
honorable consideration shown by Captain Hartstein and the officers who
accompanied him to those who had so gallantly defended the flag of the re-
public—the flag which, not long before, they had all been sworn to uphold
at peril of their lives. Governor Pickens, in a speech which he made to the
people of Charleston on the evening of the evacuation, exposed without re- -
serve the spiteful, domineering, braggart spirit in which he, and those of his ~
constituents who had really any voice in the direction of affairs, had gone
into their rebellion. Alluding to the vast majority of their fellow-citizens,
whom they had been told they would find arrayed on the side of the Con-
stitution and the laws, he said: “We have defeated their twenty millions,
and we have made the proud flag of the stars and stripes, that never was :
lowered before to any nation on this earth, we have lowered it in humility o)
before the palmetto and the confederate flags.” The humiliation of the
national flag, though under circumstances which could bring no honor of
any kind to its assailants, was too pleasant a theme to be passed over with
one exulting outburst; and thus again the rebellious demagogue rolled the
sweet morsel under his tongue: “ We have humbled the flag of the United
States. I can here say to you, it is the first time in the history of this coun-
try that the stars and stripes have been humbled. It has triumphed for
seventy years; but to-day, on the thirteenth day of April, it has been hum-
bled, and humbled before the glorious little state of South Carolina.” On the
same occasion, and in the same bombastic strain, he spoke of the independ-
ence of his constituents as already achieved, and as having been “baptized
in blood.”  Now the twenty millions defeated by the insurgent forees (num-
bering seven thousand, and having in action forty-two heavy guns and mor
tars) were one hundred and nine half-famished men, including musicians,
laborers, and the surgeon; and the blood in which the Charlestonian inde-
pendence was baptized was that of four men, slightly wounded. Governo
Pickens’s speech was received with vociferous applause; and so was one of
more significance, made in Montgomery, the confederate capital, the day be-
fore, by Mr. Pope Walker, the insurgent Secretary of War: “No man,” he
said, “can tell where the war this day commenced will end; but I will
prophesy that the flag which now flaunts the breeze here will float over
the dome of the old Capitol at Washington before the first of May. Let
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