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HE people of the North American colonies lying between New Bruns-

wick on the north and Florida on the south took a place among the
nations in the year 1789. They were English people. For the Dutch col-
ony of New Netherlands was so small and so inert that, even in its Dutch
vl:\_-\" it made little impression upon the country, and none at ;1]1 of an en-
during kind upon the character of the new nation; while the Swedes, who
settled near the mouth of the Delaware, were such a mere handful of men
that, in this respect, they are not even to be taken into consideration.! The
new nation was singularly homogeneous, whether in regard to the race or
the condition of the people who composed it. The nation from which it

' In 1647 the population of Virginia and Maryland was 20,000; that of New England as many
more ; while in New Netherlands, including the Swedes on the Delaware, there were only between
two and three thousand ; and of these so large a proportion were Englishmen that, some years be-
| fore, it had been found necessary to appoint an English secretary to the Dutch governor, and to

promulgate ordinances in English. To New Encland, Virginia, and Maryland were afterward
l added the English colonies of Pennsylvania, the Carolinas, and Georgia.
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had severed itself, being composed of English, Welsh, Scotch, and Irish ele-
ments—four distinct peoples, of widely different origin, traits, and habits, hav-
ing been gathered by accident and the sword into the kingdom of Great
Britain—was upon this point notably its opposite. But even in Eng]at‘)d
proper there was not a greater predominance of sheer Eng!lsh b]opd; while
the absence of any distinction of rank, and the comparative rarity of any
wide difference of condition among its citizens, was almost peculiar to it
among the states of Christendom. The sameness of its component parts
was therefore so great that, compared in its substance with any other nation,
it consisted of but a single element. Its marked and almost unprecedented
homogeneousness was its distinctive character.

Such difference as there was between the people of the several common-
wealths which formed this nation was caused almost entirely by variety of
occupation, of religious conviction, and of consequent social habits; and
thus the difference was, both in kind and in degree, merely such as always
exists among people not only of the same nation, but of the same city and
the same neighborhood. The settlements at the North were made by men
who sought chiefly that liberty in religious affairs which they, in their turn,
austerely denied to others: those at the South were planted, not settled, by
men of wealth and rank in England, who sent over such adventurers as they
could induce to embark in their enterprise, while they themselves remained
at home to receive the lion’s share of the profit. To those who went out as ad-
venturers to the Plantations, as the American settlements were called,? there
were added quite a large number of convicts, many of whom doubtless se-
cured there the opportunity of reformation, and the means of reputable
life. At the North the settlers clustered in farm-houses round their churches,
and wrung a frugal living from a reluctant soil, seeking to lead a thrifty,
independent, “ godly” life, according to their stern notions of godliness. At
the South men sought great profit by the rude culture of large tracts of rich
land, upon which labor soon began to be performed chiefly by negro slaves;
and dwelling-houses were consequently scattered widely through the Planta-
tions, until at last each farm came to be called a plantation. At the North,
religion, as distinguished from the practice of the Christian virtues, was min-
gled with all public and private affairs; the tone of society was ascetic;
and there was no hierarchal church government. At the South religion was
not regarded, except in so far as it was a proper and a reputable thing to be
attended to; no artificial restraint was placed upon social intercourse; con-
vivial habits prevailed ; and in religious affairs, except among a few Scotch
devotees of Presbyterianism, the Church of England had full control. To
these traits of unlikeness must be added one other, which, in the event,
proved to be of greater importance than either, or, indeed, than all of those
which have been named. In New England, hardly were the comforts of
life moderately secured, when provision began to be made for the intel-
lectual education of the people; and this not only by the establishment of
a college for the cultivation of the higher branches of learning, but by the
instruction, in grammar-schools and by clergymen, of all the children in the
colony. But at the South, only persons of some wealth and social position,
and not all of those, sought the advantages of intellectual culture for their
sons.*  Krom the beginning to the present day this education of the mass of
the people has been the grand distinctive feature between the country lying
north of the Potomac and the Ohio, and that upon the south, with some excep-
tion as to Maryland and Kentucky. Consequently, the education of the coun-
try at large, and its position in literature, science, and the arts, are almost en-
tirely due to the northern part of it. The men of the South who were edu-
cated received their education mostly at New England colleges, or in those of
states which were settled by New England men, or had been brought under
New England influence; or they were taught at home by tutors who were
themselves educated in those colleges; and the comparatively little knowl-

dge diffused through the mass of poor and untaught people around them has

been due to intercourse with men who, born and bred in the northern, have
sought homes in the southern part of the country. But, although the men-
tal instruction of the whole country has thus come mainly from the North,
the original difference in moral training and social organization between the
northern and southern colonies has been mainly preserved.

In one point society in these colonies was somewhat peculiar: the people
of all of them, north and south, held negro slaves, and dealt in them. But
neither the presence of the negroes nor their enslaved condition was due to
tl_h- direct agency of the colonists; nor were they, in this respect, absolutely
distinguished from their fellow-subjects of the mother country. Slaves were
transported to the colonies at first against the wishes of the colonists; and
whoever chooses to examine the London papers of the last century may find,
even as late as 1776, advertisements of * black boys,” and even of “black
girls,” who “ have lived in England several years,” and who are to be “sold
at a bargain.” There was, then, no essential difference between the English-
men of America and the Englishmen of Great Britain. The former, taken
as a whole, corresponded to the middle class of Englishmen in the mother

* Plantation was merely another English word for colony, colonizing.

* In 1671, more than sixty years after the settlement of Virginia, Governor Berkeley, of that
.colon_\', said, in a report to the Privy Council, ““I thank God there are no free-schools nor print-
ing, and I hope we shall not have these hundred years; for learning has brought disobedience.
and heresy, and sects into the world, and printing has divulged them, and libels against the bc;[
government: God keep us from both.” :
) & J.ohu Adams, writing to Joseph Hawley, Nov. 25th, 1775, says:
men in the fn{ur New England colonies differ as much from those ;n the others as that of the com-
mon Pcﬂljle differs ; that is, as much as several distinet nations almost. Gentlemen, men of sense.
or any kind of education, in the other colonies, are much fewer in proportion than in Nu\;' En:
gland. Genllcr.ncn in the colonies have large plantations of slaves, and the common people among
them are very ignorant and very poor. These gentlemen are accustomed, habituated to higher

notions of themselves, and the distinction betwece th;
g s em and th d f=
John Adams's Works, vol. ix., p. 867, et s s o0

““The characters of gentle-

country, exhibiting about the same moral, intellectual, and social
character, modified, and perhaps not for the worse, by the enterp ‘
self-reliance taught them by their comparative isolation, by privation,

dversity. i
: Such ywas the people which the British g§>vernment l?egan to alien: '
about 1750, by denying them their rights of birth as Englishmen; by treat-
ing them as mere creatures of convenience, to be worked for the be efit of
British commerce and the aggrandizement of the mother country ; bym
posing burdensome taxes and 13-1:1tat1ng laws upon ther.n without theu‘v con:
sent; by rejoining to their plea in behalf of the establishment Qf a coll
in Virginia, that they had souls to be saved, “Souls! damn your souls!
plant tobacco!™ Of this arrogance of purpose afxd n?'solence of manner,
and of this notion that Anglo-Americans should exist chiefly for the benefit
of British commerce and British manufactures, we shall see that two wars
and the lapse of more than a hundred years have not quite rid the governing
classes of Great Britain. This unnatural and selfish policy had its natural
antagonizing effect. The outside pressure bound togethe:r the people upon
whom it was brought to bear. Though scattered over a w1dfa extent of coun-
try, and having separate local governments, they had free intercourse; and
their common trial made them feel that they were not only one in blood, but
one in interest. They began to act in concert, not for independent political
existence, but for self-defense within the British Constitution.

In 1765 the first Colonial Congress for redress of grievances assembled at

New York. But it was in no sense an authoritative body. It was composed
of delegates from the several Colonial Assemblies, with three exceptions, who
acted under special instructions. They set forth a Declaration of Rights and
Grievances; they petitioned the King, and sent memorials to Parliament.
But they only claimed all the privileges of Englishmen as their birthright,
and therefore protested against being taxed by a body in which they were
not represented. Their doings were warmly approved by the Assemblies
and the people of all the colonies, and the first step was unconsciously taken
toward the pclitical union, the separate national existence, of the English race:
in America. The lapse of nine years, passed in the endurance of a common :
oppression from their common mother, and in continuous consultation as to )
their means of resistance, developed rapidly a unity of feeling in the colo- £
nies, which took form in the Continental Congress, composed of leading men !
from twelve provinces, which assembled in Philadelphia. Under the guid-
ance of this body the power of the British government was in the course of #
events defied, and the independence of the colonies declared and maintained ;
but at first it merely imitated its predecessor in adopting a Declaraticn of
Rights, in which the privileges of Englishmen and British subjects were
claimed—most important of all, the right of being bound by no law to which
they had not consented by their representatives. It took no active measure
of resistance, and merely recommended one which may be called passive—
a voluntary association, pledging the associators to entire commercial non-
intercourse with Great Britain. It is desirable to bring to mind these well-
known facts in view of the character and the pretensions of the rebellion
the course of which we are about to trace, and also of the grounds on which
the government of the United States took up arms for its suppression.

The Continental Congress, assembling first as a mere deliberative body, as-
sumed, in the rapid course of events,
the sole and absolute direction of the
common interests of the colonies;
and this assumption received the
hearty, though informal, assent of a
majority of the people so large that
to all intents and purposes it was
unanimous. As the War of Inde-
pendence went on, as the people of
the several provinces shared each
other’s anxieties and bore each oth-
er’s burdens, as they stood shoulder
to shoulder in defense of their com-
mon birthright, their common lib-
erty, and their common interests,
and saw each other in great masses
face to face, as the leading men of
one province were placed in author-
ity over the people of another —
the Virginia planter, Horatio Gates, commanding the northern army, and the
Rhode Island iron-master, Nathaniel
Greene, the southern—as social inter-
course became at once more diffused
and more intimate, they felt with
unanimity that since they had de-
clared themselves no longer part of
the British nation, they were one na-
tion of themselves. Their identity
of blood was a patent fact, like the
presence of the sun in the heavens,
neither to be denied nor to be asserts
ed; and sentiment, interest, and fu-
ture security led them to regard their
union as of paramount importance.

These people were at last solemnly SZ’.‘

705>

HORATIO GATES.

NATHANTEL GREENE.

* Reply of Seymour, Attorney General under Willi d N in’;
i ERT S , illiam and Mary. See Franklin’s Correspond-
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g INTRODUCTION.

m the bond which bound them politically to the mother coun-
:—l;rszl-:e(ll)oflrg which, instead of being a tie of kindred,' lov:.:, and mut:na.tl}e re-
spect, as they at first assumed it was and thep hoped it rmght.. be, had : ‘ell:
made, against the protests of the best and brightest intellects in the Britis
Parliament—chief among them Pitt (Lord Chatham) and Edmund Burke—

WILLIAM PITT. EDMUND BUEKE.

a galling fetter. They were independent, they were united, they were one
people. In the fierce heat of their fiery trial and under the blows which
had fallen so thickly and heavily upon them, they had been welded togeth-
er as iron is welded into iron. But, although a nation in fact, they were not
a nation in form. Distinguished as we have seen that this people was
among the nations by its essential homogeneousness, it yet lacked that form-

political unity which was necessary alike to its government as one na-
tion at home and its recognition as one nation abroad. This great defect
was felt the more from the exhaustion, the confusion, and the partial dis-
organization of society which followed the long War of Independence.
But it was chiefly brought to the attention of the thinking men of the
country by the jealousy with which the states began to watch and defend
their interests, and by the inability of the Continental Congress, which was

the representative power of the Confederation, to fulfill treaties, raise rev-
enue, and maintain an army. There was no sovereign authority.” The col-

eration and perpetual Union between the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts

stand and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylva-
1 e, Maryland, Virginia

Armicre 1. The style o

Art. 2. Eac

North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.
icy shall be, ““The United States of America.”
¢ retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every power, juris-

this confec

diction, and right, which is not by this confederation expressly delegated to the United States in
Congress d

Ant. 3 aid states hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship with each other
for their common defense, the security of their liberties, and their mutual and general welfare ;
binding themselves to a

ist cach other against all force offered to, or attacks made upon them, on
account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other pretext whatever. 2

Art. 4. T

better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and intercourse among the peo-

ple of the different states in this Union, the free inhabitants of cach of these states (paupers, vaga-
bond nd fugitives from justice excepted) shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of

fre zens in the several states; and the people of each state shall have free ingress and re-
gress to and from any other state, and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and commerce,
sub 0 the same duties, impositions, and restrictions, as the inhabitants thereof respectively,

I that such restrictions shall not extend so far as to prevent the removal of property im-

1y state to any other state, of which the owner is an inhabitant ; provided, also,

mposition, duties, or restriction shall be laid by any state on the property of the United
er of them.

n guilty of or charged with treason, felony, or other high misdemeanor, in any state,
rom justice, and be found in any of the United States, he shall upon demand of the gov-

s or executive power of the state from which he fled, be delivered up, and removed to the

r jurisdiction of his offense.
and eredit shall be given in each of these states to the records, acts, and judicial
sourts and magistrates of every other state.

r the more

s shall b

convenient management of the general interests of the United States,

¢ annually appointed in such manner as the Legislature of each state shall di-

re¢ meet in Congress on the first Monday in November in every year, with a power reserved
to cach state to recall its delegates or any of them, at any time within the year, and to send oth-
ers stead for the remainder of the year.

¢ shall be represented in Congress |
and no person shall be capable of being
i nor shall any person, being a

oy less than two nor by more than sevenmembers :
delegate for more than three years in any term of six
e, be able of holding any office under the United
s any salary, fees, or emolument of any kind.
es in any meeting of the states, and while they act as

for which he, or any other for his benefit. rec

I maintain its own delegs

member

of the committee of the states.

In determining questions in the United States in Congress assembled, each state shall have one

yvote
Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be impeached or questioned in any court or
place out of ( TTCsS §

and the members of Congress shall be protected in their persons from ar-
iments, during the time of their going to and from and attendance on Congress,

rests and imprisc

except for treason, felony, or breach of the peace.

Art. 6. No state, without the consent of the United States in Congress
an embassy to, or receive

sembled, shall send
igreement, allisnce,
on holding any office of profit or |
aceept of any present, emolument, office, or title
, prince, or foreign state: nor shall the United States in Con-
ant any title of nobility.

O two or more states shall enter into any tres i

any embassy from, or enter into any conferenc
or treaty, with any king, prince, or state
trust under tl

; nor shall any pe
1¢ United States, or any of them,
of any kind whatever, from any ki

gress assembled, or any of them, g
N { ¥, confederation, or alliance whatever between
them, without the consent of the United States in Congress assembled, specifying accurately the
pur!mws for which the same is to be entered into, and how lor it shall 1‘-vlllinl’ll". : |
No state shall lay any imposts or duties, which may interfere with-any stipulations in treaties [
entered into by the United St wssembled, with any l\in;:.-prinun or state, in pur- \
suance rress to the courts of France and Spain.
all be kept up in time of peace, by any state, except such number only as
ry by the United States in Congress mbled for the defense of such
kept up by any state in time of peace, except |
States in Congress assembled, shall be deemed |
se of such state; but every state shall always |

ates in Congress
of any treaties already proposed by Co
No vessels of war

shall be deemed nee
state or its trade;

nor shall any body of forces be

D] Judgment of the United
Tequisite to garrison the forts necessary for the defen:

such number only as, in the

onies or provinces had never possessed sovereignty. -.They ha.d? ;h ,
semblies, by which their local laws were made, Wh.lt?h, in mosl-; g ther
quired the assent of a governor appointed by the British crown ;- gt ﬂ?e
ereignty over all of them was in the government of Great Britain. In
they declared, not their individual sovereignty, but thelr{_mdepen‘d?nee :
“ynited colonies;” as united colonies they won ];hat independence, under tsh By
almost absolute exercise of power by the Continental Congress. th "",‘“1".
did no colony assert its sovereignty, but no colony won its mdepe_ndgnoe,
Yet it is not strange that a people who had just cast off th.e restraint of one
sovereignty should have been slow, in their first days of relief, to assume ﬁha’t;
of another, especially when they were prox_nded with lo.cal governments of :
ample powers to administer their local affairs. And beside all thls,‘local in.
terests, local ambitions, local jealousies, such as exist in the ol‘dest :«n?d n_mst;
compaet nations, could be used by designing. men to prevent consolxds:tlo_n_, :
and might have an influence that way even with the candid and the patriotic.
So the very Articles of Confederation themselves were :.idopted only after
long hesitation.® Proposed by the Continental Congress in 1777, they were
not ratified by all the states until 1781. By these articles .th‘e states enter-
ed into “a firm league of friendship” with each other for their common de-
fense and general welfare; each state renounced the right to send embas-
sies, make treaties, and declare war; and the union was to be perpef:ual.
But aside from the fact that a league implies sovereign “high contracting”
parties, by the second of these Articles of Confederation it was expressly set
forth that each state retained its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and
all rights and powers not explicitly granted by that instrument to the Con-
gress. The vote in the Congress was by states; each state had bu't one vote;
and each paid its own delegates. There was no supreme executive, leglsl_a-
tive, or judicial power for the whole country. The ministers and commis- o
sioners of the Congress, and the people themselves, proudly claimed the posi- ! I
tion due to “an independent nation ;” and yet the nation was, politically, not
one, but many. In avery few years the consequence was discord and confu-
sion within, impending anarchy and threatening danger without. The Con-
tinental Congress, once omnipotent, was every day more and more disre-
garded. The new nation found that, in spite of its colonial Assemblies, whi¢h
had been renamed State Legislatures, if it would continue its existence, some-
thing was needed in place of the sovereignty which had been cast off. That
needed, but perhaps not altogether desired, supremacy, it found at last in
the Constitution of the United States.

keep up a well-regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and accoutred, and shall pro-
vide and have counstantly ready for use, in public stores, a due number of field-pieces and tents,
and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition, and camp equipage.

No state shall engage in any war without the consent of the United States in Congress assem-
bled, unless such state bé actually invaded by enemies, or shall have certain advice of a resolution
being formed by some nation of Indians to invade such state, and the danger is so imminent as not
to admit of a delay till the United States in Congress assembled can be consulted ; nor shall any
state grant commissions to any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or reprisal, except it
be after a declaration of war by the United States in Congress assembled, and then only against the
kingdom or state, and the subjects thereof, against which war has been so declared, and under
such regulations as shall be established by the United States in Congress assembled, unless such
state be infested by pirates, in which case vessels of war may be fitted cut for that occasion, and
kept so long as the danger shall continue, or until the United States in Congress assembled shall
determine otherwise.

ART. 7. When land forces are raised by any state for the common defense, all officers of or un-
der the rank of colonel shall be appointed by the Legislature of each state respectively by whom
such forces shall be raised, or in such manner as such state shall direct; and all vacancies shall
be filled up by the state which first made the appointment.

Arrt. 8. All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be incurred for the common defense
or general welfare, and allowed by the United States in Congress assembled, shall be defrayed out
of a common treasury, which shall be supplied by the several states in proportion to the value of
all land within each state granted to or surveyed for any person, as such land and the buildings
and improvements thereon shall be estimated, according to such mode as the United States in -
Congress assembled shall from time to time direct and appoint.

The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and direction of
the Legislatures of the several states, within the time agreed upon by the United States in Con-
gress assembled.

ARt. 9. The United States in Congress assembled shall have the sole and exclusive right and
power of determining on peace and war, except in the cases mentioned in the sixth Article : of
sending and receiving embassadors: entering into treaties and alliances : provided that no treaty
of commerce shall be made whereby the legislative power of the respective states shall be restrain-
ed from imposing such imposts and duties on foreigners as their own people are subjected to, or
from prohibiting the exportation or importation of any species of goods or commodities whatso-
ever: of establishing rules for deciding in all cases what captures on land or water shall be legal,
and in what manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the service of the United States shall
be divided or appropriated: of granting letters of marque and reprisal in time of peace: ap-
pointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies committed on the high seas, and establishing
courts for receiving and determining finally appeals in all cases of captures ; provided, that no
member of Congress shall be appointed judge of any of the said courts.

The United States in Congress asse

mbled shall also be the last resort on appeal in all disputes
or that hereafter may arise between two or more states concern.
ing boundary, jurisdiction, or any other cause whatever ; which anthority shall always be exercised
in the manner following: whenever the legislative or executive authority or lawful agent of any
state in controversy with another shall present a petition to Congress, st
tion, and praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given by order of Congress to the legislative
or executive authority of the other state in controversy, and a day assigned for the appearance of
the parties, by their lawful agents, who shall then be directed to appoint by joint consent commis-
sioners or judges to constitute a court for hearing and determining the matter in question ; but if
they can not agree, Congress shall name three persons out of each of the United States, and from
the list of such persons each party shall alternately strike out one, the petitioners beginning, until
the number shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not less than seven nor more
than nine names, as Congress shall direct, shall, in the presence of Congress, be drawn out by
lot; and the persons whose names shall be so drawn, or any five of them, shall be commission-
ers or Jjudges, to hear and finally determine the controversy, so always as a major part of the
Jjudges, who shall hear the cause, shall agree in the dcterminminn:.nnd if cither party shall
noglec: to attend at the day appointed, without showing reasons which Congress shall judge suf-
ficient, or being present shall refuse to strike, the Congress shall proceed to nominate three persons
nut‘nf each state, and the Secretary of Congress shall strike in behalf of such party absent or re-
fusing; and the judgment and sentence of the court to be appointed in the manner before pre-
seribed, shall be final and conclusive; and if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the au-
thority of such court, or to appear, or defend their claim or cause, the court shall nevertheless pro-
ceed to pronounce sentence or Jjudgment, which shall in like manner be final and decisive, tha

and differences now subsisting,

ating the matter in ques.
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tive states an account of the sums of money so borrowed or emitted :
to agree upon the number of land forces, and to make requisitions
in proportion to the number of white inhabitants in such state;
which requisition shall be binding, and thereupon the Legislature of each state shall appoint the
regimental officers, raise the men, and clothe, arm, and equip them in a soldier-like manner, at
the expense of the United States; and the officers and men to be clothed, armed, and equipped,

from each state for its qr
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ehall march to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the United States in Con- |

gress assembled ; but if the United States in Congress assembled shall, on consideration of cir-
comstances, judge proper that any state should not raise men, or ghould raise a smaller num-
ber than its quota, and that any other state should raise a greater number of men than the
quota thereofl such extra number shall be raised, officered, clothed, armed, and equipped in the
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through half a century—brief period though that scems to the stu-
dent of history—as their very independence was declared and won
by a body appointed originally for no such purpose, so the consti-
tution under which they assumed political form and unity was but
the perfected fruit, the bud and i
blossom of which were the old
Colonial and Continental
gresses; and it was elaborated by
a convention at first designed for
a minor, incidental purpose con-
nected with commerce and navi-
gation, and which finally assem-
bled with nothing more than the
bettering of the Articles of Con-
federation as its avowed and im-

Con-

mediate object. Among that as-
sembly of fifty-five men were
George Washing )
Franklin, 3
Roger Sherma
tufus King, IX
dolph, Charles C
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Axr. 10. The Comm
the recess of Congress such of the powers of Con

2d to execute in
»ss as the United States in Congress assembled,
k expedient to vest them with;

ine of them, shall be

by the consent of nine states, shall, from time to time, pro-

e exercise of which, by the Articles of

vided that no power be delegated to the said Committee, for
Confederation, the voice of nine states in the Congress of the United States assembled is requisite.

ArT. 11. Canada, acceding to this Confederation, and joining in the measures of the United
States, shall be admitted into, and entitled to, all the advantages of this Union; but no other col-
ony shall be admitted into the same unless such admission be agreed to by nine states.

;\m. 12. All bills of credit emitted, moneys borrowed, and debts contracted by or under the au-
thority of Congress, before the assembling of the United States, in pursuance of the present Con-
f"rh'l':;liun, shall be deemed and considered as a charge against the United States, for payment and
satisfaction whereof the said United States and the public faith are hereby solemnly pledged.

ArT. 13. Every state shall abide by the determination of the United States in Congress assem-
bled, on all (1\1(-~l'inn~‘ which, by this Confederation, are submitted to them. And the Articles of
this Confederation shall be inviolably observed by every state, and the Union shall be perpetual ;
nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any of them, unless such alteration be
agreed to in a Congress of the United States, and be afterward confirmed by the Legislatures of
every state.

These Articles shall be proposed to the Legislatures of all the United States, to be considered,
and if approved of vy them, they are advised to authorize their delegates to ratify the same in the
Congress of the United States; which being done, the same shall become conclusive,
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eoutive and a national judiciary, both to be chosen by the national Legisla-
tare; the national Legislature to have a negative on all state laws incon-
sistent with the Articles of Union, and the national executive and judiciary
to have, as a Council of Revision, a qualified negative upon all laws, state as
well as national. These were its most important and characteristic points.
Mr. Pinckney’s plan proposed essentially the same system, but attained its
ends by simpler means; and this seems to have been the actual ground-
work of the present Constitution of the United States.

Another plan was proposed by the delegates from New Jersey, Delaware,
and New York. This plan was the result of an avowed attempt to perpetu-
ate the old confederation. It proposed to empower the Congress to appoint
an executive of federal laws, officers for the federal army, and to establish a
federal judiciary. It was but a make-shift; but even this plan proposed
that the acts of Congress in accordance with the Articles of Confederation,
and the treaties ratified by it, should be the supreme law of the land—a
proposition which showed the necessity of that which the plan sought to
avoid; for, without the establishment of a supreme government, it would
have been impossible to enforce this provision against any powerful state
which chose to set it at naught. The vital difference between the govern-
ment proposed by this plan and that proposed by Virginia and South Caro-
lina was, that the former dealt with states as the individuals responsible to
it, and the latter with the whole people individually, as citizens of the United
States, into which union, for all national purposes, the individuality and so-
called “sovereignty” of the states was entirely merged. There was no mis-
apprehension of the issue. It was clearly stated. “The true question is,"
said Mr. Randolph, “whether we shall adhere to the federal plan, or intro-
duce the national plan. . . . A national government alone, properly consti-

INTRODUCTION.

tuted, will answer the purpose.” After a debate of four days, the national |
plan was adopted, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Virginia, the |

two Carolinas, and Georgia voting for it, New York, New Jemsey, and Dela- |

ware against it, the vote of Maryland being divided® It is worthy of

special note that Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, which |

then included Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi, were all sup-
porters, in express terms, of the “national” government, and that the plan
which was the foundation of the system adopted was proposed by a dele-
gate from South Carolina, while that which was its counterpart came from
Virginia.

After four months of patient, thoughtful labor, free discussion, considera- |

tion, reconsideration, commitment, and recommitment, and of mutual conces-
sion to interest and to feeling, the Convention perfected the Constitution as
it now exists, without the amendments made immediately upon its adoption.
Probably not one of the delegates was entirely satisfied with it.  Franklin
avowed his dissatisfaction with several parts of it; Hamilton had proposed a

ALEXANDER HANILTON JORN JAY.

system essentially different from that which it established; yet they both de-
voted themselves earnestly to the task of securing its adoption by the people,
the latter (aided by Madison and Jay) in a series of papers which enjoy the
rare distinction of having moulded popular opinion in their day, and of be-
coming authority in statesmanship and classics in political literature. But,

whatever the merits of the system of government established by this Consti- |

tution, there was no misap-
prehension of its character
in any quarter. Of two men
in Virginia who opposed its
adoption, Patrick Henry said
in the Convention of that
state, June, 1788, “ Who au-
thorized them to speak the
language of ‘We, the peo-
ple,’ instead of ‘We, the
states?’ States are the char-
_ acteristic and the soul of a
confederation. If the states
be not the agents of this com-
pact, it must be one great
consolidated national govern-
ment of the people of all the
states.” And George Mason
in the same body also said,
“Whether the Constitution
be good or bad, the present clause clearly discovers that it is a national gov-
ernment, and no longer a confederation.” The reply was not a denial of
the nationality of the government, or an attempt to soften or gloze over its
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' New Hampshire and Rhode Island were not represcnted 1o shis Convention.

|
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consolidated character, but the avowal of these features, and the showing,
by James Madison, that they were necessary. The same eminent patriot
and statesman replied also to an inquiry by Hamilton, on the part of New
York, whether the Constitution could be adopted. with a reserved right to
secede, in case certain amendments were not made, by a decided negative;
the Constitution “‘required an unconditional adoption in tofo, and forever.”
By June, 1788, nine states had adopted the Constitution, and thus merged
their independent political existence in that of a new nation ; but it was not
until May, 1780, that Rhode Island, the last of the thirteen, consented to be
absorbed into the Union, and the many became one.

As by the Constitution the powers not delegated by it to the United
States, or prohibited to the states, are reserved to the states respectively, o
to the people, let us see what rights and powers they were which the [)('-()ple
of each state gave up. They were the right and power to levy taxes and
impose duties, to regulate commerce, to make naturalization laws, to coin
money, to regulate post-offices and post-roads, to define and punish piracies,
to declare war, to provide an army and navy, to enter into any treaty, alli-
ance, or confederation, to issue letters of marque and reprisal, to emit bills
of credit, to keep troops, ships of war in time of peace, and to enter into any
agreement or compact, either with each other, or with a foreign power.
They placed the decision in any controversy between either one of them
and another, or the ecitizen of another, or the United States, in the hands of
the national judiciary ; and, most important and significant concession of
all, they gave up the right to change their very form of state government.
This Constitution, according to one of the most eminent of its framers, was
adopted by all the states “unconditionally, in toto, and forever;” this Union,
by the terms of that Constitution, was to be “ perpetual.” Had the revolted
colonies secured an individual sovereignty when they won their collective
independence, this instrument would have left them none of it, according to
the manifest intention of its framers. After its adoption there would have
remained no semblance of sovereignty, but simply the right of independent
self-government in local matters—that wise reservation which bas secured
the strength of centralization with the protection of local interests and the
development of local resources by the people who are most
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admirable manifesto

“This

ence,
sufficiently refutes the doctrine of
the individual .~u\'a‘l'n‘i'_'n{.\' and in-
(l«'[n'm.ln‘n\_'v of the several states.
* # #* * The several states are not
even mentioned by name in any
part, as if it was intended to impress the maxim on America that our free-
dom and independence arose from our union, and that without it we never
could be free and independent. Let us, then, consider all attempts to
weaken this union by maintaining that each state is separately and indi-
vidually independent, as a species of political heresy which can never ben-
efit us, but may bring on us the most serious distresses.” If this be the
bearing of the Declaration of Independence upon state sovereignty, what
is that of the Constitution—an instrument which vests all the attributes of
sovereignty in the national government, and which does this not by the act
of the individual states, but by that of “the people of the United States gk
It is also of importance to note that the Constitution was submitted, not to
the Legislatures and corporate representatives of the states, but to the peo-
ple; and for the very reason that it was supposed that the pride of state sov-
ercignty would prevent the former from adopting it. James Wilson said,
“T know that they [the Legislatures and state officers] will oppose it. I am
for carrying it to the people of each state.” It was unavoidable that the
people should act by states, not only because that was the only mode of
combined action in their power, but because the very question to be decided
touched the resignation of power by the state as an individual. It seems
impossible to avoid the conclusion that, after the adoption of that Consti-
tution, there was no avoidance of its obligations or withdrawal from its
pale, except in virtue of that inalienable right of revolution, which, to be
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complete, must have cause, and power to maintain that cause. An

this F:-igtl:z belongs notg:)o?he people by virtue of state organization, or of res-
idence within state limits, but to the inhabitants of any country or locality
who are like-minded, and can make their rebellious determination good. As
if to put this question, as far as he could, beyond a peradventure, the leader

. CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.
PREAMBLE.
WE, the people of the United States, in order to fo‘rn; a more perfect union, establish justice, in-

i illi i | welfare, and se-
domestic tranquillity, provide for the nse, e the g _welfare, and
:::: l;\)e blessings (?f Iihcrt’y to oursclves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitn-

tion for the United States of America.

ARTICLE L
SECTION L
All legislative powers hercin granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which
shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.

SECTION IL
b Touse of Representatives shall be composed of members chosen every second year by the
,ml,pl?f} zlhc several .slrinlc.a: and the electors in_each state shall have the qualifications requisite
for electors of the most numerous branch of the State Legislature.

2. No person shall be a representative who shall not have attained to the age of twenty-five
years, and been seven years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an
inhabitant of that state in which he shall be chosen. :

8. Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several states which may be
included within this Union, according to their respective numbers, which shall be determined by

adding to the whole number of free persons, including those bound to service for a term of years, |

and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other persons. The actual enumeration shall
be made within three years after the first meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within
every subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they shall by law direct. The number of
representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each state shall have at least one
representative ; and until such enumeration shall be made, the state of New Hampshire shall be
entitled to choose three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations one, an—
necticut five, New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six,
Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. ] ]

4. When vacancies happen in the representation from any state, the executive authority there-
of shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies.

5. The House of Representatives shall choose their speaker and other officers, and shall have
the sole power of impeachment.

SECTION III

1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two senators from each state, chosen
by the Legislature thereof, for six years, and each senator shall have one vote.

" 2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of the first election, they shall be
divided as equally as may be, into three classes. The seats of the senators of the first class shall
be vacated at the expiration of the second year, of the second class at the expiration of the fourth
year, and of the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that one third may be chosen ev-
ery second year; and if vacancies happen, by resignation or otherwise, during the recess of the
Legislature of any state, the executive thereof may make temporary appointments until the next
meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such vacancies.

8. No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained to the age of thirty years, and been
nine years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that
state for which he shall be chosen.

4. The Vice-President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no
vote, unless they be equally divided.

5. The ¢ e shall choose their other officers, and also a president pro tempore, in the ab-
sence of the Vice-President, or when he shall exercise the office of President of the United States.

6. The Senate shall bave the sole power to try all impeachments. When sitting for that pur-
pose, they shall be on oath or affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, the
chief justice shall preside : and no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two thirds
of the members present.

7. Judgment in case of impeachment shall not extend farther than to removal from office, and
disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust, or profit, under the United States,
but the party convicted shall, nevertheless, be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment, and
punishment according to law.

BECTION 1V.

1. The times, places, and manner of holding elections for senators and representatives, shall be
prescribed in each state by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time, by law,
make or alter such regulations, except as to the place of choosing senators.

2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall be on the
first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.

SECTION V.

1. Each house shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of its own mem-
bers, and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may
adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent members, in
such manner and under such penalties as each house may provide.

2. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its members for disorderly be-
havior, and, with the concurrence of two thirds, expel a member.

8. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to time publish the same,
excepting such parts as may in their judgment require secrecy ; and the yeas and nays of the mem-
bers of either house, on any question, shall, at the desire of one fifth of those present, be entered
on the journal.

4. Neither house during the session of Congress shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn
for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two houses shall be sitting.

SECTION VI.

1. The senators and representatives shall receive a compensation for their services, to be ascer-
tained by law, and paid out of the treasury of the United States. They shall in all cases, except
treasom, felony, and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at
the session of their respective houses, and in going to or returning from the same; and for any
speech or debate in either house, they shall not be questioned in any other place.

2. No senator or representative shall, during the time for which he was elected, be appointed
to any civil office under the authority of the United States, which shall have been created, or the
emoluments whereof shall have been” increased, during such time ; and no person holding any of-
fice under the United States shall be a member of either house during his continuance in office.

SECTION VII.

1. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate

may propose or concur with amendments, as on other bills.
. 2. Every bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate shall, before
it become a law, be presented to the President of the United States: if he approse, he shall sign
it; butif not, he shall return it, with his objections, to that house in which it shall have originnm’:]
who shall enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after
such reconsideration, two thirds of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together
with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if'nppruved
by two thirds of that house, it shall become a law. Butin all such cases the votes of both houses
shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for and against the bill
s}mll'bc cmr_ru! on the journal of cach house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the
President within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same
shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their adjournment pre-
ventits return, in which case it shall not be a law. )

3. Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concurrence of the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives may be necessary (except on a question of adjournment), shall be presented to the Pres-
ident of the United States; and before the same shall take effect, shall be approved by him, or be-
ing disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Repr'useuu\-
tives, according to the rules and limitations 'prescribcd in the case of a bill.

SECTION VIIL
The Congress shall have power—
1. To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the debts and provide for the

common defense and general welfare of the United States : but all duties, i excises shall
be uniform throughout the United States ; : it

' INTRODUCTION. ‘ . BRI

of the armies in the War of Independence, the president of the
who formed the Constitution, the first president of the United States undes

that Constitution, said of it in his Farewell Address to his Countrymen,
« Until changed by an explicit and deliberate act of the whole people,
sacredly obligatory upon all.”® : S

2. To borrow money on the credit of the United States;

3. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several states, and !m.h the

Indian tribes;

4. To establish a uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on the éubjece of blnkmpt- :

cies, throughout the United States;

5. To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the standard of weights

and measures ;

6. To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current coin of the United

tates ;

7. Tq establish post-offices and post-roads; L0 ¢

8. Tg promote rl;): progress of s}:i):nce and useful arts, by securing for limited times to authors
and inventors the exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries ;

9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court; : p

10. To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on the high seas, and offenses against
the law of nations ; 1 i A

11. To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make rules concerning captures
on land and water; ey

12. To raise and support armies; butno appropriation of money to that use shall be for a longer
term than two years; S

13. To provide and maintain a navy ; i

14. To make rules for the government and regulation of the land ard naval forces;

15. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrec-
tions, and repel invasions ; i) sl y

16. To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, pnd for governing such_pan
of them as may be employed in the service of the United States, reserving to the states respectively
the appointment of the officers and the authority of training the militia according to the discipline
prescribed by Congress ; r3e 5

17. To exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases whatsoever, over such district (not exceeding
ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular states and the acceptance of Congress, become
the seat of government of the United States, and to exercise like authority over all places pur-
chased, by the consent of the Legislature of the state in which the same shall be, for the erection
of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful buildings ; and,

18. To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution the fore-
going powers, and all other powers vested by this Constitution in the government of the United
States, or in any department or officer thereof.

.
SECTION IX.

1. The migration or importation of such persons as any of the states now existing shall think
proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year one thousand eight
hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such importation, not excceding ten
dollars for each person.

2. The privilege of the writ of kabeas corpus shall not be suspended unless when, in case of re~
bellion or invasion, the public safety may require it.

3. No bill of attainder, or ex-post-facto law, shall be passed.

4. No capitation, or other direct, tax shall be laid, unless in proportion to the census or enu=
meration herein before directed to be taken.

5. No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any state.

6. No preference shall be given by any regulation of commerce or revenue to the ports of one
state over those of another; nor shall vessels bound to or from one state be obliged to enter, clear,
or pay duties in another.

7. No money shall be drawn from the treasury but in consequence of appropriations made by
law ; and a regular statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of all public money
shall be published from time to time.

8. No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States; and no person holding any office
of profit or trust under them shall, without the consent of the Congress, accept of any present,
emolument, office, or title of any kind whatever, from any King, prince, or foreign state.

SECTION X.

1. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation; grant letters of marque and
reprisal ; coin money; emit bills of credit; make any thing but gold and silver coin a tender in
payment of debts ; pass any bill of attainder, ex-post-facto law, or law impairing the obligation of
contracts ; or grant any title of nobility.

2. No state shall, without the consent of the Congress, lay any imposts or duties on imports or
exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws: and the net
produce of all duties and imposts laid by any state on imports or exports shall be for the use of the
treasury of the United States; and all such laws shall be subject to the revision and control of the
Congress.

3.gNo state shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops or ships
of war in time of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with another state, or with a for-
cign power, or engage in war, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not
admit of delay. B

ARTICLE II.
SECTION I.

1. The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. Ile
shall hold his office during the term of four years, and, together with the Vice-President, chosen
for the same term, be elected as follows:

2. Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a number of
electors, equal to the whole number of senators and representatives to which the state may be en-
titled in the Congress: but no senator or representative, or person holding an office of trust or
profit under the United States, shall be appointed an elector.

The electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for two persons, of whom
one at least shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves. And they shall make a
list of all the persons voted for, and of the number of votes for each; which list they shall sign
and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the United States, directed to
the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and
House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be coynted. The per-
son having the greatest number of votes shall be the President, if such number be a majority of the
whole number of electors appointed ; and if there be more than one who have such majority, and
have an equal number of votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately choose by
ballot one of them for President; and if no person have a majority, then, from the five highest
on the list, the said House shall in like manner choose the President. But in choosing the Pres-
ident, the votes shall be taken by states; the representation from cach state having one vote; a
quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two thirds of the states, and
a majority of ali the states shall be necessary to a choice. In every case, after the choice of the
President, the person having the greatest number of votes of the electors shall be the Vice-President.
But if there should remain two or more who have equal votes, the Senate shall choose from them
by ballot the Vice-President.*

3. The Congress may determine the time of choosing the electors and the day on which they
shall give their votes, which day shall be the same throughout the United States.

4. No person except a natural-born citizen, or a citizen of the United States at the time of the
adoption of this Coustitution, shall be eligible to the office of President ; neither shall any person
be eligible to that office who shall not have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been four-
teen years a resident within the United States.

5. In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his death, resignation, or inability to
discharge the powers and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on the Vice-President ;
and the Congress may by law provide for the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both
of the President and Vice-President, declaring what officer shall then act as President; and such
officer shall act accordingly, until the disability be removed or a President shall be elected.

6. The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services a compensation, which shall nei-
ther be increased nor diminished during the period for which he shall have been elected, and he
shall not receive within that period any other emolument from the United States, or any of them.

Z.IBgfore h‘c enter on the execution of his office, he shall take the ful]uwipg oath or affirmation

o solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office of President of the

United States, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve d de itution
ey e L, y Y, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitutio

SECTION II.
1. The President shall be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United States and
* Altered by the 12th amendment.
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0 | INTRODUCTION. ‘ A

Thus one in blood and like in condition, blessed with an unexampled dif-
fusion of intelligence and Christian morality, possessor of a vast expanse of
rich and varied soil yielding wealth and inviting immigration, freed from
the political burdens which oppressed and the social bfmds w.blch cramped
the people of older states, presenting to the world.outmde a single, compact
government, but secured from centralization within by absolute local inde-
pendence, this nation rapidly rose to the first rank; and so solidly based
were its power and prosperity, that, but for one element of internal discord,
it would have remained forever, as nearly as man can judge, a happy ex-
ample of the working of republican institutions. Nor, in fact, are republi-
can principles at all affected by the events which shook that power and dis-
turbed that prosperity. !

At the time of the formation of the Constitution all the states but two ad-
mitted negro slavery. But in all except two this institution was ‘regarded
as an exotic, inherited evil, to be borne as well as might be until it §hould
pass away with time. All the statesmen and leaders of the Revolutionary
period, including those from Virginia, so regarded it. Jefferson himself did

of the militia of the several states, when called into the agmal service of the Upit.ed States; he
may require the opinion in writing of the principal officer in each of the executive departments,
upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices; and he shall have power to
grant reprieves and pardons for offenses against the United States, except in cases of impeachment.
" 2. He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to make treaties, pro-
vided two thirds of the senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and' by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint embassadors, (_nher public ministers x}nd consuls,
judges of the Supreme Conrt, and all other officers of the United States, whose appointments are
not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by law; but the Congress may
by law vest the appointment of such inferior officers as they think proper in the President alone, i
the courts of law, or in the heads of departments. 3

3. The President shall have power to fill up all vacancies that may happen during the recess &
the Senate, by granting commissions, which shall expire at the end of their next session.

SECTION IIL
He shall, from time to time, give to the Congress information of the state of the Union, and
recommend to their consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he
may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both houses, or either of them; and in case of disa-
greement between them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such
time as he shall think proper; he shall receive embassadors and other public ministers; he shall
take care that the laws be faithfully executed, and shall commission all the officers of the United
States.
SECTION IV.
The President, Vice-President, and all civil officers of the United States, shall be removed from
office on impeachment for and conviction of treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misde-
meanors,

ARTICLE IIL
SECTION I.

The judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one Supreme Court, and in such in-
ferior courts as Congress may, from time to time, ordain and establish. The judges, both of the
supreme and inferior cour hall hold their offices during good behavior; and shall, at stated
times, receive for their services a compensation, which shall not be diminished during their contin-
uance in office.

SECTION II.

1. The judicial power shall extend to all cases in law and equity arising under this Constitu-

tion, the laws of the United States, and treaties made, or which shall be made, under their au-
thority ; to all cases affecting embassadors, other public ministers, and consuls; to all cases of ad-
miralty and maritime jurisdiction ; to controversies to which the United States shall be a party; to
controversies between two or more states ; between a state and citizens of another state; between
citizens of different states ; between citizens of the same state claiming lands under grants of dif-
ferent states; and between a state, or the citizens thereof and foreign states, citizens or subjects.
. In all cases affecting embassadors, other public ministers, and consuls, and those in which a
state shall be party, the Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction. In all the other cases
before mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact,
with such exceptions, and under such regulations as the Congress shall make.

8. The trial of all erimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall be by jury; and such trial shall
be held in the state where the said erimes shall have been committed; but when not committed
within any state, the trial shall be at such place or places as the Congress may by law have directed.

SECTION III.

1. Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying war against them, or in ad-
hering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason,
unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court.

2. The Congress shall have power to declare the punishment of treason ; but no attainder of trea-
son shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during the life of the person attainted.

ARTICLE IV.

SECTION I.

Full faith and credit shall be given in each state to the public acts, records, and judicial pro-
ceedings of every other state.  And the Congress may, by general laws, prescribe the manner in
which such acts, records, and proceedings shall be proved, and the effect thercof.

SECTION II.
1. The citizens of cach state shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the

several states.

2. A person charged in any state with treason, felony, or other crime, who shall flee from Jjustice

and be found in anotler state, shall, on demand of the executive authority of the state from which
he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the state having jurisdiction of the crime.

8. No person held to service or labor in one state, under the laws thereof, escaping into anoth-
cr, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labor,
but shall be delivered up op claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due. ’

SECTION III.
1. New states may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new state shall be
formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other state; nor any state be formed by the

Junction of two or more states, or parts of states, without the consent of the Legislatures of the
states concerned, as well as of the Congress.
2. The Cony

ss shall have power to dispose of, and make all needful rules and regulations re-
specting the territory or other property belonging to the United States ; and nothing in this Consti-
tution shall be so construed as to prejudice any claims of the United States or of any particular state.

SECTION IV.
The United States shall gnarantee to every state in this Union a republican form of govern-
ment, and .~h:fl| protect each of them against invasion; and, on application of the Legislature, or
of the exceutive (when the Legislature cannot be cony cned), against domestic violence.

ARTICLE V.
The Congress, whenever two thirds of both houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose amend-
ments o this Constitation, or, on the application of the Le s

! : gislatures of two thirds of the several
states, shall eall a convention for proposing amendments, which., in either case, shall be valid to all
intents and purpo: 1s part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths
of !I!c several states, or by conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode nf: |
ratification may be proposed by the Congress ; provided, that no amendment which may be made

Frmrlm the year one thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any manner affect the first and |
boeu(r;l:llv;il\"::;ofIillls‘i“:u‘l‘lll‘:l‘l‘l;:\:::ﬂil:l(;iltr“;};:::c‘\l.udu; and that no state, without its consent, shall

ARTICLE VL
1. All debts contracted and engagements entered into, before the adoption of this Constitution,

shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as under the Co

not hesitate to denounce it openly as “a violation of human righ
say that not only the honor, but “ the best interests of the country
ed its extinction. In the original draft of the Declaration of Indepel
which is in Jefferson’s own hand, one of the grievances most stroy
sisted on as a justification for the Revolution is the infliction afs]
upon the colonists, and the perpetuation of the infamous traffic m._hgmg_
beings.® But in the Convention for the formation of the Constitution, the

delegates from South Carolina and Georgia announced, upon the proposal

to suppress the slave-trade immediately, that if this were done those states

would not become part of the Union, for they must have 'slave,s. : Ru'g.:
ledge said, “Religion and humanity had nothing to do with this ques-
tion. Interest alone is the goverring principle with nations. The true

question at present is whether the Southern states shall or shall not be par-

ties to the Union.” Charles Pinckney said, “South Carolina can never re-

ceive the plan if it prohibit the slave-trade. In every proposed extension
of the powers of Congress, that state has expressly and watehfully excepted
the power of meddling with the importation of negroes. If the states be all
left at liberty on this subject, South Carolina may perhaps, by degrees, do

of herself what is wished, as Maryland and Virginia already have done.”

2. This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be made in pursuance there.
of ; and all treaties made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the United States,
shall be the supreme law of the land ; and the judges in every state shall be bound thercby, any
thing in the constitution or laws of any state to the contrary notwithstanding.

3. The senators and representatives before mentioned, and the members of the several state
F¢ o tures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the United States, and of the several
wstes  all be bound by oath or affirmation to support this Coustitution; but no religious test
shell ~ cr be required as a qualification to any office, or public trust, under the United States.

ARTICLE VIIL

The ratification of the conventions of nine states shall be sufficient for the establishment of this
Constitution between the states so ratifying the same.

Done in Convention, by the unanimous consent of the states present, the seventeenth day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, and of the In-
dependence of the United States of America the twelfth. In witness whereof, we have hereunto

subscribed our names. k
GEORGE WASHINGTON, President and Deputy from Virginia.

New Hampshire.—JonN LANGDON, NicHOLAS  Delaware.—GEORGE READ, JoHN DICKINSON,

GILMAN. Jacos Brooy, GUNNING BEDFORD, jun., RicH-
Massachusetts.—NATHANIEL GORHAM, RUFUS ARD BASSETT.

Kine. Maryland.—James M‘HENRY, DANIEL CAR-
Connecticut. — WILLIAM SAMUEL JOHNSON, ROLL, DANIEL OF StT. THO. JENIFER.

ROGER SHERMAN. Virginia.—JouN BLAIR, JAMES MADISON, jr.
New York.—ALEXANDER HAMILTON. North Carolina. — WitLiam Brounrt, Huen
New Jersey. — Wirriam LivinestoN, WiL- WiLLiamsoN, RicHARD DoBBS SPAIGHT.

L1aM PATERSON, Davip BREARLEY, JONATHAN  South Carolina—JouN RUTLEDGE, CHARLES

DayTox. PiNckNEY, CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY,
Pennsylvania.—BENIAMIN FRANKLIN, ROBERT PIERCE BUTLER.

Mogris, Tuoxas Frrzsivons, Jayes WiLson,  Georgia. — WiLLiAM FeEw, ABRAHAM BALD-

Tuoymas MiFFLIN, GEORGE CLYMER, JARED IN- WIN.

GERSOLL, GOUVERNEUR MORRIS.

Attest, WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary.

ARTICLES IN ADDITION TO AND AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION.

Art. 1. Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the peo-
ple peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

ARrr. 2. A well-regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the
people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.

ART. 3. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house without the consent of the
owner; nor in time of war, but in a manuer to be prescribed by law.

ARrT. 4. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrants shall issue but upon
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searchi-
ed, and the persons or things to be seized.

ArT. 5. No person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a
presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in
the militia when in actual service in time of war, or public danger ; nor shall any person be subject
for the same offense, to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled, in any crim-
inal case, to be a witness against himself; nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law; mnor shall private property be taken for public use without just compensation.

ARrt. 6. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public
trial, by an impartial jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed,
which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and
cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor; and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense.

ART. 7. In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars,
the right of trial by jury shall be preserved ; and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-ex-
amined in any court of the United States than according to the rules of the common law.

ARrT. 8. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted.

ARrr. 9. The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or
disparage others retained by the people.

ART. 10. The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by
it to the states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.

Art. 11. The judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in
law or: equity commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by citizens of another
state, or by citizens or subjects of any foreign state.

ARrt. 12. The electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for President and
Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves ;
they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinet ballots the person
voted for as Vice-President; and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as Pres-
ident, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each, which
list they shall sigm and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of government of the United States.
directed to the President of the Senate; the President of the Senate shall, in the presence of th(;
Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be count-
ed; the person having the greatest number of votes for President shall be the President, if such num-
ber be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed; and if no person have such majority,
then from the persons having the highest numbers, not exceeding three, on the list of those \'otéé
for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately by ballot the President.
But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each
state having one vote ; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two
thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the
House of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve
upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall act as
President, as in lhp case of the death or other constitutional disability of the President.

. The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President shall be the Vice-President,
if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed, and if no person have a
majority, tPcnltl'rum the 1\\'ulhiﬁhc=l quml}ers on the list the Senate shall choose the Vice-President:
a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two thirds of th er s o
Jjority of the whole mEmLer shall be necessary to a :hoice.e Vil Mnba: QD hlatin

But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of Presid igi
Vice-President of the United States. 8 ey ot e claRle o tharied

* See this complaint in the fac simile of the original draft given on i
i f pages 6-7. It was stricken
out before the adoption of the instrument in deference to the feelings of South Carolina.
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eclared that that state “would not confederate if
not allowed to import slaves.” The existence of the nation as one am%l in-
divisible seemed of more importance at that period to the men to whom
this announcement was made than the immediate suppression of a traffic
which was then looked upon without the horror whl_ch 1t now excites; alllld
50, to satisfy South Carolina and Georgia, in the dainty phraseology og the
Constitution,  the migration or importation of such persons as any o! t8e
states existing shall think proper to admit” was allowed until the year 1808.
Men who held negroes as property naturally ex.pccted, and reasonab.ly claim-
ed, that if they united themselves under a gatlgnal government with other
men who wonld soon pass laws for the extinction of such a right of prop-
erty under their own local governments, these laws should not operate to the
injury of those who did not adopt them; and so that other dainty but strin-
gent clanse was added, providing that any person “held to service and lab'or
in one state under the laws thereof,” escaping into another, “ shall be dehv;
ered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due.’
It had been proposed in the Continental Congress that in the apportionment
of taxation (which was to be according to population) slaves should be reck-
oned at three fifths of their actual numbers, because, as it was argued, the
Jabor of five negroes was not more than equal to ’that of three W}nte men.
This principle of tax apportionment was adopted in the Constitution ; and,
consequently, as taxation and representation were to go hand in hand, rep-
resentatives were apportioned in the same manner. Slayes were not to be
represented as property ; but three fifths of their actual number in each state
went to swell the aggregate, according to which the representation of eac}b
state was more or less numerous in the popular branch of Congress and in
the College of Electors for President and Vice-President.

The two former provisions of the Constitution in regard to slaves were, at
the time of their making, the more highly prized by the slaveholders, but
the last was of far the greatest importance in regard to the strength and per-
petuation of slavery. For it gave to every citizen of a slave state, whether
a slaveholder himself or not, a preponderance in the national government
greater than that of a citizen of a free state, by three fifths of the number of
slaves in his state; so that while thirty thousand citizens of a free state would
send but one representative to Congress, twelve thousand citizens of a slave
state would also send one representative if they collectively owned thirty
thousand slaves. This provision also made it desirable, as far as regarded
political preponderance, for slaveholders to discourage the presence in their
state of citizens who were not also slaveholders, and to increase the aggre-
gate number of slaves; for it is clear that, the greater the number of slaves
and the fewer the number of their owners, the greater the concentration of
political power in the hands of the latter. Thus a provision of the Consti-
tution, made for the purpose of insuring the proper relation between repre-
sentation and taxation, actually destroyed the political equality of citizens
of the United States, in theory the very corner-stone of the republican gov-
ernment which it was framed to establish, while, at the same time, in the
states which got the advantage in this inequality, two fifths of what was
really productive property was exempted from direct taxation. Thus special
privilege was added to the disproportionate political preponderance of the
slaveholder. It was the power conferred by this inequality and this priv-
ilege on the one side, co-operating with the growth of the feeling against
slavery throughout civilized Christendom on the other, which brought about
the great rebellion against the government of the United States.

Baldwin, of Georgia, also d

At the time when the Constitution of the United States was adopted,
seven of the thirteen states which formed the Union, New Hampshire, Mas-
sachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, and Penn-
sylvania, either had abolished slavery or were sure to do so; but the six
which retained it, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina,
and Georgia, were in the aggregate the more populous and the wealthier,
while, as we have just seen, their citizens had by the terms of the Union ac-
quired peculiar privileges and advant: of representation. Consequently,
at the beginning, the interests of the slave states, as a body, outweighed those
of the free states, as a body. This advantage was assiduously preserved, un-
til it was swept a by the irresistible onflow of evtnts. On the 11th of
March, 1784, Thomas Jefferson, Virginia’s most eminent representative, pro-
posed, in the Continental Congress, that after the year 1802 there should be
“neither slavery nor involuntary servitude” in any state to be thereafter
formed from the territory of the United States. This proposition failed to
become an ordinance only by the lack of the vote of New Jersey, which was
lost by the absence of one of her delegates. But in 1787 the important or-
dinance was passed by which slavery was prohibited in all territory of the
Union northwest of the Ohio River. It was more than thirty years, however,

before this ordinance had a direct influence upon the great question which |
g 1

was to shake the Union. Meantime Kentucky and Vermont, offshoots of
Virginia and New Hampshire severally, were admitted to the Union in 1792,
the former slave, the latter free. The slave state of Tennessee came in in
1799, and in 1802 the free state of Ohio. In 1803, the Territory of Louisi-
ana, then a French colony, and including (after the indefinite fashion of co-
lonial boundary claims) all the vast tract of land lying around the mouth of
the Mississippi, and stretching westward and northwest thence from the banks
of the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean. Slavery was already established in
this territory, from which, in 1812, a slave state was admitted into the Union.
Fri‘,_e Indiana followed in 1816. Mississippi and Tllinois, Alabama and
Maine, alternately slave and free, were formed and recognizzd between 1817
and 1820.

Ten states had now been added to the original thirteen. Five admitted
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slavery, and five excluded it; so that in th? §enaﬁ§, w_.h_erg the states,
and small, were equally represented, the original distribution of power
tween the free and the slave states had not been disturbed. But in the
House of Representatives and in the College of Presidential Electors the as-
pect of affairs was much changed. At the time of the first census, 17,90,’13]19 ‘
aggregate population of the states which had abolished slavery, or were
about to abolish it, and of those which had not and since have not done so,
was about equal ; while the advantage of wealth and the anticipated mcrease
in numbers were altogether on the side of the latter. But the census of ‘18%0
showed authoritatively what all observing men well knew in a general way,
that the states which had abolished slavery were increasing in population
and in wealth much more rapidly than those which had retained it. In that
year the population of the free states was found to be 'neaf.rly th.ree quarters
of a million greater than that of the slave states, and the tide of immigration
from Burope, which had then begun to set strongly in, bore its wealth of
labor to the free states almost entirely. In itself there was nothing either
surprising or alarming in this revelation. Had the country been in its nor-
mal condition, with its political power equally distributed, and all its citi-
zens counting each a unit, and no more, in the choice of its executive and
legislative officers, it would have been a matter of no political moment to
any particular number of states where the increase of wealth and population
was, so long as they were individually prosperous. For, as to their local af-
fairs, the absolute control of those was secured to them by the Constitution,
which also pledged to the preservation of their equal voice in the Senate.
But in the thirty years which had passed since the formation of the national
government a great and important change had taken place in the relations
of slavery to the country at large. We have seen that it was regarded at
that period, except by two of the states, as a legacy from the mother coun-
try, which conferred no benefit sufficient to compensate for its reproach and
its disadvantages, and as an institution which must gradually disappear. The
two states which were not of this mind were South Carolina and Georgia,
who, it will be remembered, had refused to enter the Union if the slave-trade
were immediately made illegal. In these states a small and active school of
politicians soon arose, which devoted itself not only to the protection of sla-
very where it already existed, but to its extension and the increase of its
power. This school rapidly attained a potent influence throughout the
slave states, where it soon included nearly all the wealthy planters. This
class of men saw the advantage which, in virtue of their slaves, they enjoyed
by reason of their more numerous representation in Congress and the choice
of President. They saw, too, that the tendency of affairs under their local
government was to make them richer, and the poor men round them, who
owned few or no slaves, poorer, and thus their mere dependents and crea-
tures; and so, misled by mistaken self-interest, their power was gradually
massed and marshaled under the direction of what may be conveniently and
correctly called the South Carolina school of politicians, and slavery became
a compact interest, to be protected and advanced in the councils of the na-
tion. The only single and sectional interest to be so cared for, in fact; for in
the free states men asked for nothing else than that freedom of action which
was already secured to every citizen of the republic; nothing else was need-
ful to their prosperity. Agriculture, manufactures, commerce, were inter-
ests,indeed, in which different parts of the country had different stakes; but
they existed in a greater or less degree in all parts of the country; they were
natural and universal manifestations of activity and civilization; and they
existed in virtue of no special law, and required none for their undisturbed
security. But with slavery it was not so; and the politicians who had
chosen it, both as the interest which they were to defend and the weapon
which they were to wield, saw with apprehension the rapidly increasing
voice of the free states in the House of Representatives and in the Electoral
College. The privilege which they feared to lose had become more precious
in the very lapse of time which had also brought about the events which
threatened them with its loss. By the invention of the cotton-gin the means
of producing that staple in a marketable condition had been increased a
hundred-fold, and the introduction of the steam-engine into the sugar-mill
had more than doubled the value of the plantations in Louisiana. Not only
so. These new processes, requiring capital and inviting capital, tended not
more to the increase of the aggregate wealth of the states which profited by
them than to thq concentration of wealth of all kinds, and particularly of
land and slaves, in the hands of the few. Consequently, the rich planters
saw themselves, year by year, with more political power in their hands; and
society in the slave states came to consist in the main of a small governing
class of planters, with the bankers, merchants, and professional men whose
functions were required by the business of the plantations, and a large class
of poor people, bccom_mg every day poorer, more wretched, more depend-
ent, and, at the same time, prouder of their political advantages over the poor
men of the free states, by which they were raised to a sort of equality with

| the wealthy slaveholders upon whose sufferance they existed. This anti-re-

publican, oligarchal system of society the South Carolina school of politicians
sought to protect, perpetuate, and propagate.

Meantime the anti-slavery sentiment had spread widely over the civilized
world, which in this respect followed the humane lead of the government
and the mass of the people of the United States. In the year 1794 Congress
passed an act against fitting out vessels for the slave-trade, and in 1808 an-
other, forbidding citizens of the United States from holdine property in for-
eign slave-ships, and also authorizing United States sship;3 to seize slavers
In 1807, as the bringing of slaves into the United States was to become un:
lawful by constitutional provision in 1808, an act was passed prescribing
heavy penalties for this crime. During all this time the slave-trade Wa:
lawfully carried on in British ships; and it was not until March 25, of this
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very year 1807, that the carrying off of negroes from Africa into s]aver.z
under the British flag was forbidden by act of Parliament. The returns o
the Charleston Custom-house, quoted in Con_greas, show that, of 39,075 ne-
imported into South Carolina from Africa between the years 1804 and
1808, 19,649, or more than one half, were imported by British subjects.
95,834, or nearly two thirds of the whole number, were imported by forelg;l-
ers, while traders of the maritime free states imported only 8838. In 1820
Congress passed an act declaring the slave-trade piracy, punishable with death.
In 1833 slavery was abolished throughout the British Possessions after the
1st of August, 1834, as it had been a generation back in tl_]e most enlightened
and Christianized states of the American Union, and as it would l3ave‘ been
in all were it not for the absolute protection secured by the Constitution to
every state in regard to its local government. The special advocates of
universal freedom may think ill of a provision which resulted in the perpet-
uation of bondage in a part of the republic. But we must never forget that
the men who framed our national government found slavery in th(? land, or
that this provision has but incidentally kept in bonds a race which takes
easily to compelled servitude, which under kind treatment can be happy in
bondage, which continues servile after generations of freedom, taking pleas-
ure in serving the superior race, pleased when it pleases that race, and proud
when mnoticed by it, or, finally, that this provision was absolutely necessary
to secure the political unity, and therefore the independence and peaceful
progress of the race, which has made the American Republic the hope and
the lode-star of the advocates of popular government throughout the world.
But the rights of states, however guarded, could not stay the advance of
opinion; and the year 1816 saw a new attempt to do away with slavery—
the Colonization Society was formed at Washington, having for its object
the removal of free negroes from a country where they were in contact with a
superior race having instinctive repugnance to equal association with them, to
one where, being surrounded only by people of their own blood, they could
attain such elevation as they were capable of, and even become the nucleus
of a negro civilization. The benevolent hope was also expressed by the
founders of this society, that slavery might be gradually abolished in the
states which then permitted it, and that this so much desired end might be
furthered by the means afforded of ridding the country of the freed negro,
and enabling him to set out in his new life with some comfort and prospect
of success. The leading members of this association were slaveholders,
James Madison, John Randolpb, and Judge Bushrod Washington, of Vir-
ginia, Henry Clay, of Kentucky, Charles Carroll, and Wright, of Maryland,
being among them. The feeling of which this society was the fruit was akin
to that which, according to Professor St. George Tucker, of William and
Mary College, Virginia, produced ten thousand manumissions in that state
between 1782 and 1797.  But the leading men of the cotton-growing states
looked askance upon this project, although it was directed neither directly
nor indirectly against any of their rights as slaveholders.

Such was the position of affairs when the question of the organization and
admission of Missouri as a state came before Congress. Missouri, as part of
the ceded French territory, Louisiana, was already slave soil; as lying north-
west of the Ohio River, it was debarred from slavery by the ordinance of
1787. The residents asked to be admitted to the Union with a state Consti-
tution allowing slavery. The delegates from the slave states said “ Yes; for
slavery is already attached to the soil:” those from the free states said “No;
for slavery is excluded forever northwest of the Ohio.” Upon this question
suddenly great warmth of feeling was manifested on both sides, and all party
distinctions at once faded away. The occasion is of particular interest to us,
not only as the beginning of that strife which, after a lapse of forty years,
came to bloody arbitration, but from the fact that, in the course of the
fierce altercations to which it gave rise, the determination of the extreme
slavery party to carry their point, at all hazards to the country, was even
then distinctly avowed. It having been proposed by James Talmadge, of
New York, to restrain the further introduction of slavery into Arkansas, and
by John Taylor, of the same state, to impose a similar restriction as to Mis-
souri, the debate thereon was long and violent; and Mr. Cobb, of Georgia
—ominous name !—in the course of a furious speech said, directing himself
particularly to Talmadge, that “a fire had been kindled which all the waters
of the ocean could not put out, and which only seas of blood could extin-
guish;” adding that if the Northern members persisted “the Union would
be dissolved.” To this fierce onslaught Talmadge replied by firmly and
calmly reasserting his position and that of his constituents, m:lintairiing 1t
with arguments which even those who do not allow them to be conclusive
must admit are clear and cogent, and saying, “ If the civil war which gentle-
men so much threaten must come, I can only say, let it come!” Thus early
did the two parties to this question show the style in which they would act
upon it: the one in passion and with ferocity, the other in calmness and
with fortitude.

Few readers need be told how this dispute was then settled. Missouri was
admitted with her slave-bearing Constitution, with the proviso that forever
after there should be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in any terri-
tory of the United States north of the parallel of 86° 30’ (the southern
boundary of Missouri), but that south of that line states might be admitted
either with slavery or without it. With this “ Missouri Compromise,” al-
though it was first proposed by a Northern member, John Taylor, of New
York, the whole country, and particularly the South, appeared to be well
content; and it was believed that the firebrand of disunion was extinguished.
But, alas! it smouldered. "

From this period the political power of the slaveholding states became
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practically a unit upon the subject of slavery, and all questions w
upon it; and this being the only subject upon which there was a
organization, and a united and vigorous policy conducted by men bo:
bred to conduct it, the slave interest soon came to be the controlyng ,
in the government. The leaders of its extreme, or South Carolina schoo

generally assumed an arrogant, insolent tone to the members from the free
states, and attempted, too often with success, to browbeat them openly upon

the floor of Congress. Seeing how much destructive power the dogma of

“state sovereignty” placed in their hands, they assumed it as the cardinal

point of their political creed, in the very teeth of the assertions, the teach-

ings, and the counsels of their own statesmen of the Revolutionary and post-

Revolutionary generations. At what she thought a convenient occasion,
South Carolina undertook to act upon this principle; but what short and
sufficient measures for the maintenance of the power of the national govern-
ment her attempted nullification of the Tariff Act of 1882 met at the hands
of General Jackson, need not be told here. Her conduct in this affair, and
her headlong rush into the rebellion of 1861, impatient to be the leader in

the attempt to destroy the republic, form her chief claims to distinetion in y

American annals.

In her nullification outbreak, South Carolina had not the support of even
her sister slave states. Yet after her subjection the slave power continued
to maintain its united front, and through an alliance, rarely broken, with the
great Democratic party, North and South—each using the other for its own
ends, after the universal practice of politicians—it always had a potent, and
generally a controlling voice in the national government. For a few years
there was no occasion for political controversy as to slavery. But soon a
small, virulent, and fanatical body of men did yeoman’s service to the cause

of the extreme school of slaveholders by commencing an agitation upon the |

subject, which had, under the circumstances, no possible good end in view.
But this mattered little to the Abolitionists. They were in their very nature
impracticable men. Either not knowing, or not caring for the fact that
government has to deal with existing powers and obligations, and not with
abstract principles, they reduced statesmanship in America to one simple syl-
logism: It is wrong to hold man in bondage; the negro is a man; therefore
negro slavery is wrong; therefore it ought at once to be abolished utterly.
Regardless of all the circumstances by virtue of which the master found him-
selfin possession of the slave; regardless of all traits of race in the slave and
considerations of treatment by the master which modified the nature of the
relation between them; and equally regardless whether the government
of the United States, or even the people, had either the right or the power
to abolish slavery, they clamored and agitated for its abolition. The people
of the slave states, solemnly guaranteed in the undisturbed possession of
their slaves by the organic compact of the nation, were naturally indignant
at this movement toward a violation of their vested constitutional rights.
Nor were they alone in this feeling. The mass, practically the whole of the
people of the free states, wrongful as they felt slavery to be, yet knew that as
citizens of the United States, or members of free commonwealths, they were
in no way responsible for it, and had no power over it, and they regarded
this agitation as dangerous to society and subversive of government. The
Chancellor (Walworth) of the State of New York, and David B. Ogden,
one of its most eminent and upright jurists, declared that “the doctrine of
immediate emancipation” was “a direct and palpable nullification of the
Constitution.”  This it undoubtedly was, and an attempt to carry it into
effect would have been revolution, rebellion.

But the multitudinous opponents of the Abolitionists, North and South,
not content with discountenancing, persecuted them, and, as a natural conse-
quence, abolitionism took firm root and began to spread. Placed under a
ban, it became bitter, vehement, denunciatory, void alike of common decency
and of Christian charity. It denounced slavery, an institution which pre-
vailed over one half the country, and among some of the purest and most
eminent citizens of the republic, as “the sum of all villainies,”!® and it did not
hesitate to brand the Constitution itself as “a covenant with death and a
compact with hell.” It is not in the nature of man that an agitation should
be carried on in such a spirit without provoking violent antagonism. Ev-
ery man who held slaves—every man who, although he owned no slaves,
did not believe that George Washington, and Thomas Jefferson, and Charles
Carroll, to say nothing of perhaps his own grandfather or father, had passed
their lives in villainy—every man who did not believe that the Constitution
was a bargain with death and hell, was an opponent of abolitionism; and in
the South the new movement did more than any other possible agency could
have done to produce a unity of Southern feeling, to imbitter that feeling
toward the North, and to mass more compactly the vast political power of
slavery. The leaders of the extreme school were not slow to avail them-
selves of the weapons which their opponents had placed in their hands.
Working remorselessly toward their end, and having already almost entirely
the political leadership in their several states, they boldly assumed the whole
control of Southern social and political affairs. They brought the press of
their own states into entire subserviency to their purposes; they made it so-
cial damnation to subscribe for any newspaper or periodical in the free states
which was not itself also subservient to their faction ; they managed to ex-
clude from political preferment all rising men who were not heart and soul
devoted to that faction. By all manner of misrepresentation and craft they
exasperated their numerous poor slave-less dependents against the Abolition-
ists; and taking ground that whoever was not for them was against them,
they fixed the stigma of abolitionism upon all who did not look upon negro
slavery as a just, wise, and beneficent institution—a test which, it need hard-

'¢ John Wesley furnished the first of these stock phrases, and William Lloyd Garrison the second.



y be said, ranged nearly all the people of the free states among the Aboli-
sonists, where, indeed, it would have placed the best, if not the most of those
of the slave states a generation before. Thus these adroit and unserupulous
managers were enabled to excite among the residents of the slave states what
they most desired—a wide-spread prejudice, deepening into enmity, against
their fellow-citizens north of the Potomac and the Ohio. They represented
the latter as a body of fanatics, ready to set the Constitution recklessly at
naught in their disregard of the rights of those who differed with them in
opinion. The loose and reckless lives of a large proportion of the Southern
and Southwestern population, and their readiness to quarrel and to use arms,
especially the knife, upon slight provocation; the rigid conformity to the
“eode of honor” among the better born and bred; and, on the other hand,
the devotion of the people at the North to the pursuits of peace, their abso-
lute subservience to law, their disuse of the duel, and the contempt and odi-
um into which it rapidly fell among them, made it easy to implant a belief
among the former that the latter were poor, mean-spirited, cowardly crea-
tures, bound up in fanaticism and love of money. This was done; and no
means were left untried by the Southern leaders to produce a conviction
among their blinded followers that the inhabitants of the free states and the
slave states were a different and an antagonistic people, the former being the
superiors of the latter in all the heroic virtues, as the latter were their supe-
riors in mechanical arts and the tricks of trade.

The feeling thus excited was, however, factitious and artificial ; and it was
possible only because the mass of those in whom it was implanted were ig-
norant—so uneducated, in fact, as generally to be unable to write, and, in a
large proportion of cases, even to read ; beeause, also, the great mass of them
were never in a free state, or out of their own neighborhood, and never saw
a “Yankee,"” except a peddler, who, perhaps, cheated them, and who certainly
had to worry them for payment if they bought of him; and chiefly because
their leaders, or “ big men,” as they called them, were able to shut out from
them all knowledge of the free states through newspapers, except by extracts
either from those which lauded or palliated slavery, or from those which de-
nounced it and slaveholders in rancorous and unmeasured terms.  But their
influence in this regard stopped at the boundaries of slavery. The animos-
ity which they excited was not reciprocal. Throughout the free states there
was a disposition to soothe and to conciliate, and to make all sacrifices of
feeling and of interest which could reasonably be asked, and even more, to
what was regarded as the waywardness, the morbid sensitiveness, and the
exasperated feeling of the people of the slave states. The
too, interposed their influence; and merchants and manufacturers brooked
without resentment many a provocation upon the subject of slavery from
alarmed and apprehensive men, who, if deprived of their slaves, wounld be
both without the occasion to buy and the means of paying for that which they
had bought already. Of these feelings , I
which their compact organization and positive pol
treme, or, as ﬂu‘)’ began now to be called, the *“ fir

interests of trade,

. as well as of the

took advantage. There were no bounds to their assumption of superiority
in Congress, and little to their insolence and arrogance of manner. To any
stand against the aggression of slavery they replied by threats of disu

to any protest against insult, }"\' such retort as broug t

ternative of submission or a bloody encounter.  All this the

dured for [N':u,‘v' sake and for the Union.

But the South was not content. Encourage !
of their opponents, and impelled by economical considerati
of the slavery interest undertook to make the whole power of the govern-
ment subservient to their will; to break down the l: }
their own consent, had been set up; and to change the
slavery from that of a local institution, existing in virtue of mur
and having certain specified and sharply-limited guarantees i
tion, to that of a national institution, existing in virtue of the Const
and protected every where by the national flag.

Exhaustive in its agriculture, and constantly needing new soil to make
the labor of the wasteful, shiftless negro profitable, seeking also to preserve
its superiority in the national government, slavery was unsatisfied with the
acquisition of Florida and Louisiana, especially after the establishment of the
Missouri Compromise line. For below the parallel of 36° 30 the advance
of slavery westward was stopped by the territory of Mexico, which bound-
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ed Louisiana and Arkansas on the west, and stretched along the Arkansas |

River and the 42d parallel of latitude to the Pacific Ocean. Hence the dis-
cussion in the Southern and Southwestern states of the annexation of Texas,
as early as 1829, on the express ground that it would strengthen and ex-
tend the influence of slavery, and raise the price of slaves. Hence the in-
decorously-hasty recognition of the independence of that vast country and
its admission to the Union, the consequent Mexican war, and the acqui-
sition of California, New Mexico, and Utah. Hence the attempts, by
browbeating and bowie-knife, to drive the free state settlers from the
golden shores of California—an attempt which, after a little promise of
success, failed utterly; and California, rapidly becoming populous and
rich, and stretching far below the Missouri Compromise line, chose to ex-
clude slavery, and was admitted to the Union as a free state, with Ore-
gon soon to follow her. The manifest intention of the leading Southern
politicians to use the national flag and the national forces, not only for the
protection of slavery where it existed in virtue of local law, but for its dif-
fusion throughout the national domain, led to the counter attempt in the
bill brought in by David Wilmdt, of Pennsylvania, and known as the Wil-
mot Proviso, which provided that slavery should be excluded from all ter-
ritory which had been or should be acquired from Mexico. In spite of the
union, for better for worse, between the Democrats of the slave and the free
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states, this bill passed the House of Repregentatives, and only failed to be-
come an act by a majority of ten against it in the Senate. The feeling
against the propagation of slavery was now becoming stronger and stronger
in the free states; petitions for the abolition of the internal slave-trade and
of slavery in the District of Columbia were presented to Congress; and the
Free Soil party came into existence, with the motto, “ Free soil, free speech,
free men.” The counter move was one, not of conciliation or of compro-
mise, but of extreme audacity, Mr. Calhoun, who had been a member of

Missouri Compromise was adopted,
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pass, and his proposed convention was not then held;

was only a few years too early.

From this time events tending toward the rebellion of the slaveholders
ed each other rapidly. The passage of the Fugitive Slave Act in®
1850 was another attempt to allay the excitement in which the “fire-eaters”
at the South, with the aid of the reckless Abolitionists of the North, managed
to keep the country. As this act imposed no new duties upon the residents
of the non-slaveholding states, but, on the contrary, relieved their local offi-
cers of any responsibility in the matter of returning fugitives by the appoint-
ment of special commissioners for that purpose, and as its only operation was
to give efficiency to a provision of the Constitution, delegates from the free

SUCCee

| states, not admirers of slavery, gave it their votes, and justified their course

by the state of feeling in the slaveholding states. There had been a con-
vention of delegates from the slave states at Nashville; the Legislatures of
South Carolina and Mississippi had proposed the assembling of a Southern
Congress; in the former body secession from the Union was openly advo-
cated; and on the 4th of July, 1850, the memories of the day were not al-
lowed to abate, for even a few hours, the feverous folly of the slave-monoma-
niacs, whose festivities were deformed by toasts defamatory of the Union.
But the great excitement which was produced at the North by the passage
of this law for the mere enforcement of a compact as old as the nation, and
yet not so old as to have become antiquated and obsolete, showed the great
change of feeling which the aggressive policy of the slavery propaganda had
produced in a single generation. The Abolitionists, of course, were frenzied;
and even those who were not of that faction regarded the law in form and
spirit as intentionally aggravating and humiliating. The feeling upon the
subject was deepened by the sudden flight to Canada, from the most northern
free states, of large numbers of negroes, some of whom had lived there many
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years. The people of these states, althgugh not very anxious to rgtain the
heir own sakes, yet saw with sorrow, and sad foreboding, wh.at
a multitude of their humble fellow-creatures they migh} have been, and still
might be, called upon to send back into bon.dag_c. lfe‘t they du.i not, as a
l)o;l\', flinch from their loyalty to the ansmuuon. b.la\'es claimed were
delivered to claimants who established their cases, rupl.xlsn'c _tllough th.c dqt)’
of rendition was. The slaveholders pressed their claims with a pertinacity
which would have been very unwise if they had desired unity and good
feeling; but which, as their object was to villn:r_provr)ke discord, hatred, :m.d
disunion, or to bring about the absolute subjection of the free states to their

negroes for t

dominion, was shrewdly politic. y : !

At last a negro named Anthony Burns was claimed in Boston, and put in
detention during the investigation of the claim. Some of the more reckl_eﬁ
of the Abolitionists, assisted by free negroes, attacked the building in which
he was detained pending the examinm‘ion, anq a d'e).vuty marshal was shot.
There was popular commotion, and a riotous disposition among a small part
of the townspeople. But order was preserved :}n.d the law sustained by tl.le
state and city, as well as by the national authorities. The ablest counsel in
the state ny»]lw:m«] for the fwgm, and the investigation was protracted. The
excitement increased and quickly spread throughout the state and the whole
country. The claimant established his ownership, the negro was remanded ;
and on that day was seen in Boston one of the most imposing sights the world
ever looked nl.»nn. Popular feeling was at its height, fmd the streets swarmed
with people, not only from the city itself, but the adjacent country. It was
feared that there would be an attempt to take the slave from the marshal as
he was on his way to the vessel which was to carry him southward. The
marshal had special aids well armed, and there was a company of marines at
his command ; but, in addition to these, and to prevent any contact between
the excited people and the United States officers, the whole militia force of
the vicinity was placed under arms, and acted as an escort to the marshal
and the slave. Considerably more than ten thousand men thus voluntarily
took up arms in support of a law which they loathed, and throughout that
swarming, excited city there was not an act of violence committed on that
day. Such deference to law merely as the law, in a populous city where
feeling upon the subject of the law was all-pervading, and excitement had
is unprecedented. But the slavery party were not sat-
isfied with such sacrifices. They declaimed against the necessity of calling
out ten or fifteen thousand troops to insure the return of one slave, as an
evidence of a desire on the part of the community in which it occurred to
violate their constitutional obligations; they did not see, or, seeing, chose to
disregard the fact that those troops were volunteers, residents of Boston and
the surrounding villages, and that, had not the people of Massachusetts been
determined to fulfill their constitutional duty to the very letter, the United
States would have been obliged to send an army, and a large one, to take
that one negro av The slaveholders claimed, in effect, a
hearty and cheerful performance of this duty; but that they could not have,
and had no right to exact.

The last test of the willingness of the free states to submit to aggression
for peace’ sake was applied in 1854 by the passage of the bill for the terri-
Senator Douglas, of Illinois, a

been rising for days

vay from Boston.

torial organization of Kansas and Nebraska.

STEPL

N A DOUGLAS.

bold, adroit, persistent man, havine in some excess the politician’s failing of
regarding the end rather than the means, and almost openly ambitious of
the presidency, brought the bill for the organization of these territories into
the Senate, and made one enormous, and, as he thought, overwhelming bid
for the support of the whole South by introducing a clause which (in ac-
cordance with Mr. Calhoun’s resolutions before mentioned) set aside the Mis-
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souri Compromise as unconstitutional, and opened the whole western terri-
tory up to the British line to slavery. The proposition fell upon the coun-
try like a thunder-clap. The Missouri Compromise was looked upon as a
solemn settlement of the question to which it referred for all time, and was
held in the free states and in the border slave states in veneration second
only to that felt for the Constitution itself. Yet such was the condition of
pnritics, such the ability of those who undertook to bring about the passage
of this important and portentous measure, such, too, the effect of the sud-
denness with which it was sprung upon the country, that it received a ma-
jority of both houses of Congress, and became the law of the land. But the
event created a deep-seated and wide-spread alarm throughout the whole
population of the free states. Large numbers of Northern Democrats, who
dreaded the advance of slavery more than the breaking up of their party,
clove away from it; and of these, and the Free Soil party, and a large rem-
nant of the old Whig party, whose leader was slaveholding but not slavery-
propagating Henry Clay, was formed the Republican party, which waxed
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strong apace, and soon found that it must fight its way with weapons phys-
ical as well as moral.

The issue before the country was now sharply defined. The Democratic
slavery party said, “ You shall not exclude the Southerner from the terri-
tory of the republic, purchased with the common blood and treasure of its
You can go there with your property, and shall he not go there
with his?”  To this the Republican replied, “ There is no such exclusion.
The Southerner can go into the Territories and take with him all that the
Northerner can. There is, as there should be, no difference in this respect
between them. But no; the Southerner demands that he shall not only
take with him such property as the Northerner takes, but something else—
property of a very extraordinary character, which is property only in his
state by local law or custom, and which is not secured to him by the Con-
stitution any where else except for its return to him thorc—propcrty, the
presence of which excludes the Northern citizen, whereas the exclusion of
that property does not exclude the Southern citizen. This can not be.”
And then began the open, final struggle.

The first battle-ground of the new party was Kansas itself, whither the
free soil men flocked to secure that fair land for free labor. Some went
only of their own motion and with their own means; but mamy were sent
out by emigrant-aid societies formed in the East. They went, however, as
settlers in good faith. But how they were harried by ruffians from the bor-
der of Missouri; how they were outvoted at the polls by armed men, who
swarmed into the Territory just before the elections, to return to Missouri
immediately after they were over; how they were shot in cold blood and in
hot blood ; how they had to stand guard over their log cabins, their wives

citizens.

and children, and their cattle, as our forefathers stood guard over theirs
against the savages; how there were two capitals and two constitutions, and
governor after governor was sent out at the bidding of the South to support
the false and crush the true; and how not one had either the ability, or the
conscience, or the heart to do it; and how, finally, after a Congressional in-
vestigation, the shameful story was all rightly told, and truth triumphed—
this we all know. But in all these sad commotions the country took great
strides toward revolution, though at the time we did not see it. Then came
an outrage which shocked the world—the assault upon Senator Sumner.
He was not entirely blameless. A member of the highest legislative body
of one of the foremost civilized nations might have done a wiser and a bet

ter thing in a set speech upon a momentous subjeet than call one senator,
who was tall, “the Don Quixote,” and another, who was short, “ the Sancho
Panza of slavery ;" for this designation of Mr. Butler, of South Carolina, and
Mr. Douglas, of Illinois, may be called the point of a studiously irritating
speech by which Mr. Sumner provoked the wrath of the slaveholders, with

out any hope of either curbing their party or strengthening his own. What
he said might have been wiser and better, indeed, but not more cutting, be-




cause it was severe, and true. But for all that, when Preston
Brooks attacked Mr.Sumner as he sat bending over his desk in the deserted
Senate-chamber, and beat him senseless, he played not only the part of a ruf-
fian, but of a traitor to the liberties of his country. He brought shame upon
it throughout all Christendom ; shame which the free states cast from them
without =oil by their indignant denunciation of the act at the voice of men
of all parties among them; shame which the South Carolina politicians and
their followers took with effrontery to themselves by making a hero of the
assailant, and by assuming in Washington an air of greater defiance and in-
solence than ever. This act of violence provoked the resistance it was meant
to intimidate, and added many thousands to the large vote cast in 1856 for
Colonel Fremont, the first candidate of the new Republican party. Bear-
ing the Sumner outrage in mind, men voted for Colonel Fremont who had
never gone to the polls before since they became of age. Indeed, so strong
had the conviction become in the free states that the safety of the republic
demanded a firm check upon the aggressions of slavery, that it seemed at one
time as if the Republican party would carry the day at its first struggle;
and then went up the usual threats of disunion from the “fire-caters;"” and
Governor Wise, of Virginia, declared that, if Colonel Fremont were elected,
he would march with the militia of his state upon Washington and seize the
Capitol and the national archives. But Fremont was not elected, and the
country had another breathing-spell, and the rule or ruin party of the South
another four years' period of preparation—preparation for their attempt to
destroy the republic; for as to aggression they had no more to make; the
Suprem® Court having decided, in the case of Dred Scott, a negro who claim-
ed to be free on the ground that his owner had taken him into a free state,
and afterward into a part of the old Louisiana territory north of 36° 80,
that the Missouri Compromise Act, in prohibiting slavery north of that par-
allel, was unconstitutional, and also that slave-owners might take their slaves
into any state of the Union without detriment to their right to the service
and labor of those slaves. This decision virtaally converted the whole Union
to the purposes of slavery, regardless of any local law; and in the Union
there was nothing left for slavery to gain.

The position taken by the Supreme Court in this case was regarded
throughout the free states as a direct attack, under cover of law, upon that
independence in local legislation so carefully secured by the Const
and consequently as an open attempt upon their liberties. Nes ,
them at once took measures of the same kind as the resolution passed in the
Legislature of New York, which body declared, by large majorities in botl
houses, “that this state will not allow slavery within its borders, in any
or under any pretense, for any time, however short, let the cons
what they may.” This, however justifiable, was revolution—in
might have been bloodless, but still revolution ;
York must fail to make good its solemn assever:
tion in the teeth of the Constitution, as it was d
pointed to interpret it. So also were the Persor
some of the free states revolutionary. That of V
provided that every person who might have 1
should in any manner go into that houl
son who should attempt to hold s
any time, however short, on the pretense

it, however, 1

than $1000 and not more than $10,000.

sion offered of open rupture. The free states continued to return fugitive
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dlaves, though sometimes rescues were attempted; and no slaveholder ven-
tured to test the willingness of New York or any other free state to allow
slavery within its jurisdiction at the bidding of the Supreme Court. President
Buchanan, Colonel Fremont's successful competitor, acted on the assumption
that the only way to preserve the Union was to yield every thing to the de-
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mands of the South Carolina faction, whose infamous policy in Kansas he sus-
tained so unscrupulously that he disgusted even those who used him as their
tool, and gave Mr. Douglas an opportunity to win support in the North by
opposing him upon the very question which Mr. Douglas himself had thrown
like a fire-brand into the country. The support even of the border slave
states fell away from President Buchanan. Mr. Douglas gained some of it,
the Republican party the rest.

While these events were taking place, the aggressive slaveholders were
lashing themselves and the humble non-slaveholders around them into hatred
and fury against their fellow-citizens of the free states. Of the manner of
doing this and the result, there is one notable and melancholy instance. In
the summer of the year 1855 the towns of Norfolk and Portsmouth were
desolated by the yellow fever. The pestilence was so fearful that many of
the native physicians fled before it, and of those in the neighboring country
few could be induced to visit the scene of its ravages. Under these circum-
stances, a large number of medical men from Northern states hastened to the
aid of their suffering countrymen, and remained with them, serving them
night and day until the scourge had passed. Unacclimated as they were,
weary and worn with watching in the pest-houses, many of them were at-
tacked by the fever, and fourteen died and were buried in the land whither
they had gone as ministers of merey. It might be reasonably supposed that
where their bodies lay would be hallowed ground ; that it w&xhl be marked
by some enduring token of the gratitude of the people for whom these men
laid down their lives; that fathers would take their children there to teach
them the noblest lesson of Christianity, self-sacrifice. But the truth is sadly,
shamefully otherwise. The simple stones that marked their graves were
made the targets of opprobrium. They stood there silent witnesses of what
Northern men could dare to do for their countrymen, their brethren, who
had reviled them for years without mitigation or remorse; they testified
without ceasing that opposition to the spread of slavery did not sp.rinf_' from
hatred of slaveholders; who hardened their hearts they became
an unendurable reproach. At last a leading newspaper in one of these

1 rved of men in civilized Chris-
tendom) that the state of feeling toward the North “required the removal”

of the

and to those

bodies of these martyrs to beney

Such was part of the ma-

chin infernal r which was contrived for the destruction of
the !

Th 8 cond f affairs when an event occurred which, although
witho e ¢ f ept to the actors in it, seems

» the impending revolution.

| John Brown, an anti-slavery fanatic of the blindest and most furious sort,

JOIN BEOWN.

but with determination in his nature and method in his madness, who had
been harried and hunted by border ruffians in Kansas, and had in turn har-
ried and hunted them as they deserved, made in October, 1859, that raid
upon Harper's Ferry which is so fresh in all memories. How we all won-
dered when the telegraph told us that the national arsenal at that place had
been seized by a band of men who proved to be only twenty-two in number!
How we wondered still more when it proved that this treason against the
United States was committed merely for the purpose of running off as many
slaves northward as could be execited to fly! How, in the midst of our con-
demnation of the act, we felt a certain admiration of the calm self-devotion
of the old man and his followers, whom it took a company of marines to dis-
lodge, and whom the State of Virginia hanged with great pomp and formal-
ity, and with a display of military force which the pretense of an apprehend-
ed rescue by the Abolitionists did not prevent from being ridiculous. Vir-
ginia should not have been allowed to punish an offense committed, not
against her local law, but against the sovereignty of the United States. But
she boldly assumed the control of the affair. The occasion was too valuaoie

! The Norfolk Argus.
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to the conspirators against the republic (for such we must now call them) to
be lost. It must not be slobbered over, but made the most of, as a means
of stirring up the masses of the people in the slave states into the proper
state of turbulence for revolt. And, indeed, like all of the radical abolition-
ist movements, its only effect, its only possible effect, was, to carry thg ex-
citement, the antagonism, and the genuine fears of the sla\{e states to a hlgher
pitch than before. Had the disunionists of the South dehber:.ma]y cqntnved
to bring about some event which would give a new and resistless impulse
to their cause, they could not have planned one which would h.ave ser:ved
their purpose half as well as this reckless raid of a poor old fanatic frontiers-
man. And so, although the closest and most jealous investigation of “the
John Brown affair” had failed to connect any party or any leader at the
North with it, the militia of Virginia were kept under arms until the middle
of November, and South Carolina was placed under martial law, not for de-
fense, but to beget an opinion that defense was necessary. fais

Opportunely for the disunion party, this strange event—unique of its kind
in the annals of the country—happened but a short time before the canvass
for the presidential election of 1860 was about to begin. John Brown was
hanged in December, 1859, and the Democratic Nominating Convention as-
sembled in Charleston in April, 1860. In that body the delegates from the
slave states demanded an adoption of the doctrine that slavery existed by vir-
tue of the Constitution in all of the Territories, as one of the principles of the
Democratic party. They made this demand knowing that it would not be ac-
ceded to; and they were not disappointed. The Democrats from the free states
had yielded year after year, for the sake of the party and the Union, until they
felt that it would be ruinous to both to yield any farther. The platform of
the slavery propaganda was rejected by a decided, immovable majority, and
that of the free state delegates, which on the great question conformed to the
decision of the Supreme Court as to the territories, but asserted the right of
the people of the territories to admit or exclude slavery, was adopted. Upon
this the delegates from Alabama, South Carolina, Mississippi, Louisiana, Ar-
kansas, Florida, and Texas withdrew from the Convention, which, thus di-
minished to a bare majority of its members, adjourned to meet at Baltimore
on the 18th of June. It should be observed that, of the fifteen slave states,
eight, Georgia, North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Kentucky,
Tennessee, and Missouri, including, as will be seen, four of the most import-
ant, did not join in this attempt to disorganize the Democratic party for the
purpose of making the election of the Republican candidate sure. This
purpose was clearly seen at once by all the people of the free states, and
equally by all the members of the Democratic party in the great and im-
portant slave states whose delegates had not taken part in the movement;
and Mr. Douglas, the acknowledged leader and presidential candidate of
the Democratic party in the free states and this part of the slave states, ex-
posed in his speeches thoroughly and mercilessly the underhand measures
by which the South Carolina faction had sought to use the Democrats of the
North for the furtherance of their designs. The feeling occasioned by these
events was profound; and it was seen that the old alliance between the
slavery party and the Democratic party was at an end, that the power of
the latter was destroyed, and, as regarded the immediate issue, that Mr.
Douglas’s chances of an election had vanished.

Foreseeing and dreading evil consequences from the election of a Presi-
dent by the Republican party, a large and influential body of citizens in
both slave and free states sent delegates to a convention at Baltimore, in
which John Bell, a Tennessee slaveholder of moderate views and unsuspect-
ed patriotism, was nominated for the presidency, and Edward Everett, of
Massachusetts—a man who had been United States Senator, Governor of
Massachusetts, President of Harvard College, and American minister to Great
Britain, and who, with the knowledee, as it afterward appeared, of the great
need of his exertions, had devoted himself for a few years to the preservation
of the bond of union between the free and the slave states, and who had
thereby incurred the sneers of the extreme Republicans as a “ Union-saver,”
which was with them a term of reproach—was nominated as vice-president.
The representatives of no party, and having no political organization or
electioneering machinery at their command, the gentlemen who nominated
these eminent citizens had no hope of electing them at the ballot-box. But
it was thought probable that they would receive votes enough to prevent

any choice by the people, and that thus the election would be thrown into|

the House of Representatives; in which case the election of Messrs. Bell and
Everett or Messrs. Douglas and Lane was looked for.

Third in order, but first in importance, was the Convention of the Repub-
lican party, which took place at Chicago on the 16th of May. The nomina-
tion of Senator Seward, the congressional leader of this pn;t\', was regarded
as a foregone conclusion. But, to the surprise of the Colmir\', Mr. gc\\':xrd
failed of a unanimous nomination at the first ballot; and one Abraham Lin-
coln, of Illinois, was his chief competitor. Of Mr. Lincoln little was known
out of his own state. Only those who devoted more than a common atten-
tion to politics remembered that he had been a member of the House of
Representatives for Illinois; that he had “stumped the state” with some
effect in opposition to Mr. Douglas as candidate for the Senate in 1859 ; and
that he had made a clever speech upon the great issue before the country at
the Cooper Institute, in New York, in 1‘\4&‘11:\1‘\'. 1860. Yet the plea that
]u: could be elected, and that Mr. Seward certainly could not, was urged
with suv'h‘ effect th.;xt after a sharp contest he received a large majority of the
votes. The nomination of Mr. Polk, or of Mr. Pierce, was not :x»grcuter
surprise to the country; and as the captain of the homeward-bound China
.'%1111»,.\\'hcn he approached Sandy Hook, hailed an outward-bound vessel and
l‘fxqmrcd, : Who's President of the United States?” and being answered

James K. Polk,” hallooed back, “ Who in —— is James K. Polk ?” s0 the
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people of the United States with one accord asked, * Who is Abraham Lin-
coln?” The answer had some significance. He was the grandson of a
Kentucky pioneer, a fellow-emigrant and friend of Daniel Boone. Left an
orphan at six years of age, the eldest of a family of four, he could be spared
to go to school but six months, and began to earn his living ere he was well
out of his childhood—first as a shepherd-boy, then as an apprentice in a
saw-mill, then as a Mississippi boatman, then as a farm-hand on new clear-
ings, in which employment he performed great feats in splitting rails. All
this before he was legally a man; and when he came of age he went to
Tllinois, where he became general helper in a country store, then salesman,
giving all his spare time to self-education. In the Black Hawk war he vol-
unteered ; and his capacity and popularity were soon acknowledged by his
election to the captainey of his company. His military service over, he was
chosen member of the State Assembly of Illinois, to which position he was
re-elected thrice. He now was admitted to the bar of his state, and practiced
with no little suceess. He mingled much in politics, and in 1846 was elected
member of Congress, but soon found it necessary to give his attention exclu-
sively to his profession and his family. But the crisis of 1859 was too mo-
mentous for him to stand quietly aside, taking no part in it; and he entered
the field again as candidate for the Senate in opposition to Mr. Douglas, his
controversy with whom showed him a match for that daring, dexterous de-
bater and practiced politician. He had early gained, and through all these
vicissitudes of fortune had kept, with the consent of co-workers and oppo-
nents, the name of “ Honest Abe.” Such was the man who was suddenly
placed before the American people as a candidate for the most important
office in their gift. Of all those who had been placed in a like position,
Mr. Lincoln was the most perfect example of the working of that repub-
lican principle which puts the highest honors of the state within the reach
of the humblest born and bred among its citizens. Not one of the men
who had preceded him as a candidate for the presidency had started in life
upon so low a level, or had passed so many years without any advantages
of intellectual and social culture. Born in a slave state, and having chosen
his wife from the same community, he was, although a Republican, a con-
servative—not tinged in the least with the revolutionary mania of abolition-
ism. The Republican Convention selected him because of his availability ;
he accepted its nomination modestly.

The adjourned Democratic Convention, which assembled at Baltimore in
June, excluded the delegates which had withdrawn from its Charleston ses-
sion, but admitted new delegates from Alabama and Louisiana who were
known to be supporters of Mr. Douglas. Upon this the delegates from Vir-
ginia withdrew, accompanied by most of those from the other slave states,
and some of those from the free states—all, in fact, who were determined,
in Mr. Calhoun’s words, to “force the issue” upon the country of slavery
throughout the Union or disunion. This faction organized itself, and nom-
inated as president John C. Breckinridge, of Kentucky, a man who had hard-

JOUN . BEECKINRIDGE.

ly attained middle age, and who, without remarkable ability, had been made
a pet by the extreme slavery party and by the politicians of the South gen-
erally, and as vice-president General Lane, of Oregon. The original body
nominated Senator Douglas for the presidency, and Herschel V. Johnson, of
Georgia, for the vice-presidency.

Of the four parties now in the field, only one—that of Breckinridge and
Lane—represented the rule or ruin, slavery or disunion, principles. Indeed,
this party was obliged to nominate its candidates only because of the distinet
avowal of all the other three that slavery in the Territories of the United
States was not placed by the Constitution out of the control of the people of
the United States, and that in any case the perpetuity of the republic was
before the propagation of slavery. The party at the other extreme, whose
candidates wese Lincoln and Hamlin, were the advocates of free soil in the
Territories, but absolute non-interference with slavery in the States. This
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party the Abolitionists not only refused to vote with, but constantly de-
nounced : so that the latter were not represented in the contest. It isimport-
ant to remember these facts in measuring the significance of the vote cast
at this strange and momentous election.

The influence of the President, the Cabinet, and the holders of office
throughout the country was openly and shamelessly exerted for the rule or
ruin plxny. Mr. Howell Cobb, Secretary of the Treasury, while on a visit to

HOWELL OOBB.

New York pending the canvass, avowed himself a disunionist; said that, in
case of Mr. Lincoln’s election, secession would have the sympathy and co-
operation of the administration; and even declared that he did not believe
another Congress of the United States would meet. The threats of disunion
in case the Republican candidate were elected increased in violence; but,
such was the temper of the people, they were no longer regarded as of old.
“Gentlemen,” said a Virginia planter, trembling with passion, in a conver-
sation between half a dozen persons in the parlor of a New York insurance
office, before the Republican nomination had been made,  gentlemen, if you
elect Mr. Seward President, we shall break up this Union.” “I think not,
sir,” calmly replied the man to whom he seemed more particularly to address
himself. “You'll see, sir—you’ll see; we will surely do it.” * “ Then, sir,”
said the other, as quietly as before, but looking him steadily in the face, * we
shall nominate Mr. Seward. Mr.Seward is not my man; for I am a free
trader and an old Democrat. But if Virginia, or any other state or states
shall declare that, upon the constitutional election of any citizen of the United
States to any office, the Union shall be broken up, then I nominate that man
and vote for him on principle;” and all present, with a single exception, ut-
tered a hearty Ay. Such was the feeling of the canvass: a canvass con-
ducted, nevertheless, with a notable moderation of language and bearing,
except in a few isolated places in the Gulf states; a canvass remarkable,
too, for the fact that, while in the free states the advocates of the extreme

slavery or disunion party spoke freely and worked vigorously, without hin-
derance and almost without rebulke, in the slave states, with one or two ex-
ceptions, no word was uttered—none would have been allowed to be uttered
—in behalf of the Republican party. Had any man ventured to' declare

P 7 in South Carolina, or south of that state, that Mr. Lincoln was a
proper person for President of the United States, he would have done so at
imminent peril of his life. Not, as we shall see, because there were not
many persons there who were willing, though not desirous, that he should

sume  tl

office, if constitutionally elected to it, but because the fierce

faction which had seized the control of affairs in those states were determ-
ined, right or wrong, to brook no interference, and would either have made
way with their presumptuous fellow-citizen by the knife, or driven him
with violence out of their states into others where the freedom of speech

guaranteed by the Constitution really existed, and where respect for law
was enforced by an enlightened public opinion. In those states the Repub-
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ljl;-un.\‘: lh‘c \n»t.t.vr to marshal and manage their forces, organized “ Wide
\\Jﬁw Clubs,” the «_-lmjl. in fact the only function of which seemed to be to
parade the streets at night in oilskin caps and capes, each man carrying a
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swinging lamp. But, as if even this harmless way of wasting time and oil
could not be contrived without helping the disunionists, these torch-light pro-
cessions were made, not in the customary order of civic processions, but by
platoons in companies, with captains and licutenants, each club having a sort
of military organization. It was at once pretended that the real object of all
this nightly drill and parade was a preparation to invade the South, and a
new impulse was given to the formation of volunteer companies and bodies
of minute-men in the slave states. Secession, in case of the election of Mr.
Lincoln, was openly proposed in the Legislatures of South Carolina and Al-
abama; the governor of the former recommending the reorganization of the
militia of the state, and the immediate enlistment of one thousand volunteers.

Meantime a species of treason was going on in the very cabinet at Wash-
ington. Mr. Floyd, Secretary of War, and Mr. Toucey, Secretary of the
Navy, used their official authority to place the government for a time at the
mercy of the conspirators. The former sent to arsenals and forts in slave
states all the arms and ammunition of the United States which he could
move without attracting too much attention, and dispersed the little army
to widely distant quarters, where it was not needed, placing at the same
time officers born in slave states, as far as possible, in command at the most
important points. Mr. Toucey, a Connecticut tool of the South Carolina
faction, dismantled many vessels of the navy, and scattered the remainder
to the four winds of heaven.

Under these foreboding circumstances the presidential election of 1860
took place on the 6th of November; and so complete were the arrangements
for counting the votes and transmitting the returns to the telegraph stations,
that on the morning of the 7th it was known from Maine to Texas, from
Florida to Towa, that Mr. Lincoln was elected. Thirty millions of people,
scattered over an area of more than three millions of square miles, learned
within a few hours of its occurrence an event more momentous to their
country than any other which had taken place since its Declaration of Inde-
pendence. - Mr. Lincoln’s majority over all his opponents in the electoral
college proved to be sixty-four; but of the popular vote Mr. Douglas re-
ceived nearly as many as Mr. Breckinridge and Mr. Bell did together, and

JOHN BELL.

within less than five hundred thousand of as many as were given for Mr.
Lincoln himself? Indeed, of the popular vote, Mr. Douglas and Mr. Bell
together had nearly one hundred thousand more than Mr.DLincoln' and the
majority of Douglas, Breckinridge, and Bell over Lincoln was nea;ly a mil-
lion, and the entire electoral votes of Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee
were given for Bell. Let us analyze this vote more carcf‘uhy; for the South
Carolina politicians at once began to take measures to bring about an imme-
diate disruption of the Union, on the ground that the elec?ion had drawn a
geographical line across the country, dividing it into two hostile sections of
radically different people; and it is nccessur)k' to our purpose that we should
see the audacity (for when impudence and outrage attain large proportions
they have that name) both of the pretense and of the undertaking founded
upon it. We must remember that Mr, Breckinridge represented the people
whose purpose was t}mt slavery should rule or the republic be destroyed;
the other three candidates, however divergent their principles upon other

')3 ’I:he electoral vote was g for Lincoln, 180; for Breckinridge, 72; for Bell, 89; for Douglas,
12. I‘.hc pnpi‘llnr vote, ﬁv}' Lincoln, 1,857,610; for Douglas, 1,365,976 ; for Breckinridge, 847,953
(.-xrl;sn'fi of South Carolina, where there is no popular vote) ; for Bell, 590,631. It must be re-
membered, in estimating the popular vote, that every ballot in the free states repri i

! ) ote, y esents a citizes
of the United States, while the ballots in the slave states represent three fifths ofp!.he slaves.
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subjects, having been nominated in express opposition to the disunion fac-
tion. Now, the entire popular vote for Breckinridge in the slave states
was 571,135, while in those very states the vote for Bell and Everett was
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These facts make it plain that, whatever division of feeling or interest
there was between the mass of the people of the free states on the one side,
and those of the slave states on the other, Mr. Lincoln's election was in itself

no proof or sign of it. Still less w

radical or material unlikeness between the masses of the ]wﬂplw of those two
divisions of the country. They were not different nations or peoples, united
by a mere political bond, as those of England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland
are in the kingdom of Great Britain, but one nation, composed to all intents
and purposes of but a single element. We have seen that in the beginning
the people of the United States were English people, and that, as a nation,
An
English people they continued to be, with their homogeneousness not mate-
rially impaired in the course of two generations; while of such bonds as
bind the inhabitants of one country together, not only did those which first
existed between them still endure, but they had been greatly strengthened
and multiplied by the passage of events, and the development of the national
character and resources, during more than halfa century. The most mobile
people in the world, and favored in this respect by the natural formation of
the country, intercourse among them had been more constant and intimate
than among the people of any other nation. Having equal, or rather iden-
tical, political rights in all parts of the country, vast numbers of them con-
tinually exercised those rights, sometimes in one state, at others in another,

they were distinguished above all others for their homogeneousness.
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as business, inclination, or necessity cansed them to change their places of
residence. Men born and bred in the free states went into the slave ~(;l!l'ﬂ,
became slaveholders as merchants or planters, and rose to distinction -m li;&!
professions, in society, and in politics. An enormous and entirely unre-
stricted internal trade caused a constant and assimilating attrition among
the \yh()]c people. As a consequence of this daily intermingling. inter.
marriage was constanfly going on, if, indeed, that can be pr .]F;«r]:rv ;,q]l;w(
intermarriage which is the union of individuals of the same race and the
same nation. There was no town or considerable neighborhood. no soci-
ety or corporation, no social circle in one of these divisions \-.'Ixi«-lyn was not
bound by in.lvrvst, or blood, or close association to some town, or neighbor-
hood, or society, or social circle in the other. The language and the liter-
ature of the several parts of the country could not properly be ealled like;
for likeness implies some difference; they were identical ; the variations il;
speech and idiom being of such a trifling nature that. unl

g ; ike the pw(.lyh: of
Switzerland, for instance, where the people of one canton, or those of En-
gland, where those of one county, can not understand those of another. the
people of this country, even in its rudest and remotest districts, had nu."r\'.’f)
dialects of their vernacular tongue. The ties of a common religion stretched
over the land from north to south and ast to 1

Irom «
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des made it S8 r the ignoranc poverty, the depend-
ent pos , and the inted ser s of the millions of non-slaveholding
citizens in th 1abl he few thousand slaveholders to deceive
them as to lved, to in them groundless animosity
against the people of the free states, to cause them to underrate the courage

> See, for instance, the following extract from the Louisville (Ky.) Courier, published at Nash-

ville, whither its editor had fled b

¢ the advance of the national forces in March, 1862:
“This has been called a fratricidal war by some, by others an irrepressible conflict between free-
We respectfully take i We are not
the brothers of the Yankees, and the slavery question is merely the pretext, not the cause of the
war.

dom and slavery. sue with the authors of both these ideas.

The true irrepressible conflict lies fundamentally in the hereditary hostility, the sacred ani-
mosity, the eternal antagonism between the two races engaged.

“The Norman cavalier can not brook the vulgar familiarity of the Saxon Yankee, while the
latter is continually devising some plan to bring down his aristocratic neighbor to his own detested
level. Thus was the contest waged in the old United States.
were to be bought, and Cochrane cowards to be frightened, so long was the Union tolerable to

So long as Dickinson doughfaces

Southern men ; but when, owing to divisions in our ranks, the Yankee hirelings placed one of
their own spawn over us, political connection became uncndurable, and separation necessary to
preserve our self-respect.

¢ As our Norman kinsmen in England, always a minority, have ruled their Saxon countrymen
in political vassalage up to the present day, so have we, the ‘slave oligarchs,’ governed the Yankees
till within a twelvemonth. We framed the Constitution, for seventy years moulded the policy of
the government, and placed our own men, or ‘ Northern men with Southern principles,” in power

“(On the 6th of November, 1860, the Puritans emancipated themselves, and are now in violent
insurrection against their former owners. This insane holiday freak will not last long, however,
for, dastards in fight, and incapable of self-government, they will inevitably again fall under the
control of the superior race. A few more Bull Run thrashings will bring them once more under
the yoke as docile as the most loyal of our Ethiopian ‘chattels.’”
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and the determination of those whom they taught them to hate, an‘:i gener-
ally to mislead these poor hoodwinked people and mould them to their t'l:)wn
selfish purposes. For a whole generation the dlsm}l?msts had devoted. en:i
selves to undermining the loyalty of their fellow-citizens to the x:epubllc ?{1
its flag, and inflating them with the petty pride of state sovereignty, to he
representation of the people of the free states as mean-spirited cowards, who
were scheming to cheat them of th‘eu birthright, and to the.exaltanon of
that sort of chivalry which consists in the use of the bOW.le-k}]lfe and the re-
volver. Now the time had arrived when or never all this wicked work was
to bear its natural fruit. . :
The Republican party was somewhat surprised and very exultant over its
decided victory ; but, although the country at ]?rge had become used to vi-
olent threats from the political leaders and writers of the slave states, the
election of a Republican to the presidency was felt on every side to be no or-
dinary political event. Over the whole land there was a pause of expecta-
tion : the stock-market was troubled, and all eyes were tumed_ southward.
And first upon South Carolina, whose governor, Wlllmm. H. Gist, only.the
dav before the election, had formally recommended secession to the Leglsla-
ture of that state “in event of Abraham Lincoln’s election to the presiden-
cy.” Men were not left long in doubt as to the purposes of the leaders of
opinion in that fractious and presuming commonwealth. They were bent
upon the destruction of the Union, and that immediately. The Leglslatur'e
of the state, which was in session, proceeded at once to consider the propri-
ety of calling a convention of the people; and, in spite of some attempts to
induce delay until there could be a consultation leading to combined action
among the slave states, took ground in favor of instant and separate state
action. The United States senators for South Carolina resigned their seats.
The Grand Jury of the United States District Court at Charleston declined
making its usual presentment, on the ground that the election of Mr. Lincoln
had “swept away the last hope for the permanence of the federal govern-
ment of these sovereign states;” and Judge Magrath, the United States judge

JUDGE MAGRATIL

for the district of South Carolina, formally laid off his Tobes and resigned his
office, saying that he felt assured of what would be the action of the state,
and considered it his duty to prepare to obey its wishes by ceasing to ad-
minister the laws of the United States within the State of South Carolina.
His example was promptly followed by all the United States officers in
Charleston, except the postmaster, the officers of the army, and those in the
revenue service. The inhabitants of the town began to enroll themselves as
minute-men, and the palmetto flag was hoisted on some of the vessels in the
harbor.*

Georgia, which, in the Convention for the formation of the Constitution,
had united with South Carolina in insisting that the slave-trade should be
left open for a term of years, now quickly joined her former colleague in the
attempt to destroy the government which was then established on their own
conditions, and which had since been administered in their own interests,
and chiefly by men of their own choice. The Governor of Georgia also rec-
ommended separate state action. He did not deem a general convention of
the slave states practicable. He proposed that Georgia and each other slave
smt'c should protect itself by imposing, in defiance of the Constitution, heavy
(‘l‘nui\s upon the manufactures of Massachusetts, Vermont, Maine, and other

olll.,‘ndmg states. He urged the appropriation of a million of dollars for
putting the state in a condition of defense, and said that to all propositions
for conference and compromise the answer should be, “ Argument is ex-
haustgd ; we stand to our arms.” © A public meeting was held in Savannah,
at which it was resolved that  the election of Lincoln and Hamlin ought not
to be, and will not be submitted to;” and it was recommended to the gov-

¢ The arms of South Carolina are a palmetto-tree.
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ernor to call a convention of the people. Blue cockades,
South Carolina nullification, began to appear in the streets.

In the other slave states, although there was no little exei
was not such ardor and precipitancy in the cause of disunion,
Carolina, in Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Lou
souri, the general feeling, in spite of i§9lated outbursts _of wra
ciation, was decidedly in favor of waiting, at least, until tl'xe P ent
had assumed office, and made some attack upon the peculiar mtgesg
slave states. Mississippi alone of the otl3er slave states seemed T
ulate the headlong course of South Carolina and Georgia. The ex
of the South Carolina school in all quarters broke out in denuncmugn,
citements to resistance, and in frothy declamation; but, in all the_ s]av_
except these three, there were various opinions exprgssed; the situati
discussed with a greater or less degree of calmness; and the weight o
lic opinion, as shown both by public meetings and the press, was largely
decidedly against any violent and unprovoked opposition to the proper
sults of a constitutionally conducted election. ; Thus, although Gove
Wise, the previous governor of the State of Virginia, had decl.a.r(?d before
election that, if Mr. Lincoln were chosen, he “ would not remain in the U
one hour,” and although some Virginia minute-men at once offered th
services to South Carolina, a large meeting was held in Rockbridge Count
in the centre of the state—a county containing a large number of slaves,
where is the Virginia Military School, and a college endowed by Washing
ton—at which resolutions were unanimously adopted denying that * Vir-
ginia is so hitched to the Southern states that they can drag her into a com-
mon destiny ;” asserting that “ nine tenths of the people are (_)pposed to1
sisting the general government so long as it is administered in conformity
with the Constitution ;” and also that  Virginia owes no duty to the South.”
These declarations are of value as indications of the state of feeling in cen:
tral and eastern slaveholding Virginia. The vast division of the state which
lay west of the Shenandoah Valley, containing one quarter of its inhabitants,
one third of its agricultural wealth, and its chief commercial town, was un-
conditionally and heartily devoted to the Union. Like demonstrations were
made in Maryland, in North Carolina, in Tennessee, Kentucky, and in Ala-
bama. Thus divided were the people of the slave states upon the issue, as
it was at first presented ; the great majority being directly opposed to an at-
tempt to break up the government because of the constitutional election of
a president who not only had made no war upon their interests, but who,
for four months, would have no more power to do so tnan the humblest of B
his fellow-citizens. It seemed for a day or two—for then days were count- ;
ed—as if South Carolina would be left to herself, or perhaps to the company
of Georgia. Nevertheless, she and those whom she had infected with her
poison kept up their rebellious agitation, availing themselves of the pettiest
means to foment an anti-Union feeling where none existed, and to magnify
that which did exist. So, some foolish, loose-tongued, if not loose-lived, med-
ical students in New Yorlk, having met and resolved to “ withdraw their pat-
ronage from Northern institutions” and to leave the city for their homes,
much was ‘made of this silly proceeding. All this and much more like it
had happened within a week of the election, and on the 12th of November,
only six days after that event, Lawrence M. Keitt, member of the House for
South Carolina—he who had stood by pistol in hand while his colleague beat
Senator Sumner senseless in the Senate-chamber—openly declared in a pub-
lic speech at Washington, that President Buchanan “ was pledged to seces-
sion, and would be held to it,” and that “ South Carolina would shatter the
accursed Union;” adding, in that blind, bombastic language, which political
speakers and writers of his stamp so much affect, that, ““if she could not ac-
complish it otherwise, she would throw her arms round the pillars of the
Constitution, and involve all the states in a common ruin.” This declara-
tion of the complicity of President Buchanan in the schemes of the disunion-
ists, which, it will be remembered, had also been made by his own Secretary
of the Treasury, furnishes a clew to their precipitate action, which subsequent
events will enable us to follow out to a conclusion shameful to the nation,
and deeply dishonorable to all who were involved in it.

The effect of this single week upon the country was itself a disaster.
Trade was seriously disturbed ; stocks fell rapidly ; foreign and domestic ex-
changes were embarrassed. The payment of debts to creditors in the free
states was very generally refused in South Carolina and in Georgia, on the
ground that they were due to men who might prove enemies. Neverthe-
less, the banks of those states drew on New York and Boston, and had their
drafts honored in specie, although their own suspension of payment was
daily expected. The government was powerless for the time. Congress
was not in session ; and therefore the President could not declare the policy
of his administration during the remainder of its existence, which, brief
though it was, was big with woe to the nation—to the world. Nothing had
been done, even in South Carolina, which required executive interference
or even furnished occasion for a proclamation. The agitation of any sub
ject, however dangerous, he had neither the right nor the power to restrain,
and thus far only agitation had been attempted. Had he desired to strength-
en the garrisons of the military posts in the most disturbed distriets, he could
not have done so; for the army was so small, and had been so scattered,
that.hc could not have concentrated a sufficient force in time to be of. any
service. The navy was equally out of his reach. He was embarrassed,
nlso,'by.the fact that not only had no overt act been committed, but no au-
thoritative revolutionary declaration had been made; there was only much
excitement every where, and fierce agitation in some quarters. But the de-
termination of tl.le agitators was clearly seen; and it was seen, too, that, in-.
stead of attempting to attain their end by a convention of the people of the
United States, which, by amending the Constitution or abrogating it, could
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have permitted the peaceable withdrawal of certain states, or havi reéolvefi
the republic again into its elements, they were determl.ned to set the ODS}-:I-
tution at naught by the mere exercise of their own ﬁlll, and thus force the
alternative of resistance to their action, or the humxhatlc_m, and, in fact, the
extinction of the national government. Gloomy forebodings filled the pub-
lic mind, and a financial panic fell upon the whole country.

Yet it can not be too clearly or too constan}ly borne in m}nd by those who
would justly appreciate the manner in which the reb‘elllon. was brought
about, that thus far South Carolina was the only state in \.vlnch the move-
ment for secession was so general as to seem virtually unanimous. Even in
Georgia many meetings were held to denounce the leaders of. the movement
for secession, :lllhun;_rli in the Legislature resolutions were introduced and
ordered to be printed, which demanded that, as the States qf ;\.[assacthsetts,
Vermont, Maine, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, Michigan, Wiscon-
sin. and Pennsylvania had “nullified the Constitution,” they should be re-
garded as no longer constituent parts of the United States of America, qnd
that their votes in the electoral college should be thrown out; and instructing

the members of Congress for Georgia, if this were not done, to resign their
seats. This those members were ready and anxious enough to do; for at the
head of the agitators of disunion were Alfred Iverson and Robert Toombs,

United States Senators from Georgia, the former of whom had not hesi-
tated to suggest, under his own signature, the outlawing and killing of any
man who should accept office under Mr. Lincoln.  Yet on the 4th of Novem-
nder H. Stephens, a man whose integrity and ability !md Jjustly
place among the political leaders of Georgia, which he had

1, a large concourse in the State Hall of Representatives at Milledge-
on the condition of the country, and took ground, without hesitation or
qualification, not only against secession, but against the right to secede under
‘Upon this, the cardinal, in fact, the only point of the
n presented, he said: “The first question that presents itself is, Shall
the people of the South secede from the Union in consequence of the elec-

ion of Mr. Lincoln to the presidency of the United States? My country-
| you frankly, candidly, and earnestly that I do not think that they

In my judgment, the election of no man, constitutionally chosen to

ances.

that high' office, is sufficient cause for any state to separate from the Union.
[t ought to stand by and aid still in maintaining the Constitution of the

untry. To make a point of resistance to the government, to withdraw
from it because a man has been constitutionally elected, puts us in the
wrong.” A slaveholder, an unqualifying advocate of slavery, a politician

INTRODUCTION.

of long experience and continued success, his estimate of the causes of the
secession movement are of the highest significance and of the greatest weight;

ROBERT TOOMBS.

¢ Speech of A. II. Stephens, delivered in the Hall of the House of Representatives of Georgia,
Nov. 14, 1860.

FeLrow-Crrizens,—I appear before you to-night at the request of members of the Legislature
thers to speak of matters of the deepest interest that can possibly concern us all of an earth-

aracter. There is nothing—no question or subject connected with this life—that concerns a

f timately as that of the government under which they live. We are now, indeed,
ils. Never, since I entered upon the public stage, has the country been so en-

v ulties and dangers that threatened the public peace and the very existence of

I do not now
am here.

1« ar before you at my own instance. It is not to gratify desire
n that I Had I consulted my own ease and pleasure, I should not be before

1 ng that it is the duty of every good citizen to give his counsels and views when-
is in danger, as to the best policy to be pursued, I am here. For these reasons,

and these only, do I bespeak a calm, patient, and attentive hearing.
My object is not to stir up strife, but to allay it; not to appeal to your passions, but to your
reason. Good governments can never be built up or sustained by the impulse of passion. I wish

to address myself to your good sense, to your good judgment ; and if, after hearing, you disagree
A 3 J £ Judg By J y

let us ce to disagree, and part as we met, friends. We all have the same object, the same in-
terest. That people e in republican governments upon questions of public policy
is natural, That men shonld disagree upon all matters connected with human investigation,
whether relating to science or human conduet, is natural. Hence, in free governments, parties
vill But a free people should express their different opinions with liberality and charity,
with no acrimony toward those of their fellows, when honestly and sincerely given. These are
m hngs to-n

us, ther reason together. Tt is not my purpose to say aught to wound the feelings of
idual who may be present; and if, in the ardency with which I shall express my opin-
shall say any thing which may be deemed too strong, let it be set down to the zeal with
1 convictions.  There is with me no intention to irritate or offend.
n that presents itself is, Shall the people of the South secede from the Union in
of the election of Mr. Lincoln to the presidency of the United States? My country-
 frankly, candidly, and earnestly that 1 do not think that they ought. In my judgment,
n of no man, constitutionally chosen to that high office, is sufficient cause for any state
to separate from the Union. It ought to stand by and aid still in maintaming the Constitution
¢ country. To make a point of resistance to the government, to withdraw from it because a
nstitutionally elected, puts us in the wrong. We are pledged to maintain the
Many of us sworn to support it.  Can we, therefore, for the mere clection of
presidency, and that, too, in accordance with the prescribed forms of the Constitu-

P
fore,

indiy

my

as been ¢

tion, oint of resistance to the government without becoming the breakers of that sacred
strument ourselves, withdraw ourselves from it? Would we not be in the w rong? Whatever
fate is to befall this cour let it never be laid to the charge of the people of the South, and es-
pecially to the y le ia, that we were untrue to our national engagements. Let the
fault and the wror n others. If all our hopes are to be blasted, if the republic is to go
d he last moment standing on the deck, with the Constitution of the

wn, let us be f
United States v

stitution, if such is their fell pury
ently more of their ; but let not
We went into the election with this people.

ls. (Applause.) Let the fanatics of the North break the Con-
Let the responsibility be upon them. I shall speak pres-
1e South, let us not be the ones to commit the aggression.
The result was different from what we wished ; but
the election has been constituti nally held. Were we to make a point of resistance to the govern-
ment, and go out of the Union on that account, the record would be made up hereafter against us.

But it is said Mr. Lincoln’s policy and principles are against the Constitution, and that, if he
carries them out, it will be destructive of our rights. Let us not antic ipate a threatened evil. If
he violates the Con on, then will come our time to act. Do not let us break it because, for-
C If s, that is the time for us to strike. (Applause.) I think it would be
injudicious and unwise to do this sooner. I do not anticipate that Mr. Lincoln will do any thing
whatever may be his spirit to do it; for he is bound by the con-
are thrown around him, which at this time renders him powerless to do
any great mischief. This shows the wisdom of our system. The President of the United States
1SN0 emperor, no dictator; he-is elothed with no absolute power. He can do nothing unless he

:\‘ backed by power in C ngress. The House of Representatives is largely in the majority against
um. % 5 5

In the Senate he will also be
after the loss of Bigler, Fitc
cratic party in their states,
Senate; he can not form a ¢

acts

sooth, he may,

e

to jeopard our s: \fety or security,
stitutional checks which

powerless. There will be a majority of four against him. This,
h, and others, by the unfortunate dissensions of the National Demo-
Mr. Lincoln can not appoint an officer without the consent of the
\ inet without the same consent. He will be in the condition of
George IIL (the embodiment of Toryism), who had to ask the Whigs to appoint his ministers, and
was compelled to receive a cabinet utterly opposed to his views; and so Mr. Lincoln will be com-
l*‘”"l! to ask of the Senate to choose for him a cabinet, if the democracy of that body choose to
put him on such terms. He will be compelled to do this or let the government stop, if the Na-
tional Democratic men—for that is their name at the North—the conservative men in the Senate,

should so determine. Then, how can Mr. Lincoln obtain a cabinet which would aid him, or al-
low him to violate the Constitution ?

Why then, I say, should we disrupt the ties of this Union when his hands are tied, when he can
do nothing against us? I have heard it mooted that no man in the State of Georgia, who is true
to her interests, could hold office under Mr. Lincoln. But, I ask, who appoints to office? Not
the President alone; the Senate has to concur. No man can be appointed without the consent
of the Senate. Should any man then refuse to hold office that was given to him by a Democratic
Senate ? [Mr. Toombs interrupted, and said, if the Senate was Democratic, it was for Mr. Breck-
inridge.] Well, then, continued Mr. S., I apprehend no man could be justly considered untrue to
the interests of Georgia, or incur any disgrace, if the interests of Georgia required it, to hold an
office which a Breckinridge Senate had given him, even though Mr. Lincoln should be President.
(Prolonged applause, mingled with interruptions.)

I trust, my countrymen, you will be still and silent. I am addressing your good sense. I am
giving you my views in a calm and dispassionate manner, and if any of you differ with me, you
can, on any other occasion, give your views as I am doing now, and let reason and true patriotism
decide between us.  In my judgment, I say, under such circumstances, there would be no possible
disgrace for a Southern man to hold office. No man will be suffered to be appointed, I have no
doubt, who is not true to the Constitution, if Southern senators are true to their trusts, as I can
not permit myself to doubt that they will be.

My honorable friend who addressed you last night (Mr. Toombs), and to whom I listened with
the profoundest attention, asks if we would submit to Black Republican rule. I say to you and
to him, as a Georgian, I never would submit to any Black Republican aggression upon our consti-
tutional rights. - I will never consent myself, as much as I admire this Union for the glories of the
past, or the blessings of the present, as much as it has done for the people of all these states, as
much as it has done for civilization, as much as the hopes of the world hang upon it, I would
never submit to aggression upon my rights to maintain it longer; and if they can not be main-
tained in the Union, standing on the Georgia Platform, where I have stood from the time of its
adoption, I would be in favor of disrupting every tie which binds the states together.

I will have equality for Georgia and for the citizens of Georgia in this Union, or I will look for
new safeguards elsewhere. This is my position. The only question now is, Can they be secured
in the Union? That is what I am counseling with you to-night about. Can it be secured? In
my judgment, it may be, but it may not be; but let us do all we can, so that in the future, if the
worst come, it may never be said we were negligent in doing our duty to the last.

My countrymen, I am not of those who believe this Union has been a curse up to this time.
True men, men of integrity, entertain different views from me on this subject. I do not question
their right to do so; I would not impugn their motives in so doing. Nor will T undertake to say
that this government of our fathers is perfect. There is nothing perfeet in this world of a human
origin —nothing connected with human nature, from man himself to any of his works. You
may select the wisest and best men for your judges, and yet how many defects are there in the
administration of justice? You may select the wisest and best men for your legislators, and yet
how many defects are apparent in your laws? And it is so in our government.

But that this government of our fathers, with all its defects, comes nearer the objects of all good
governments than any other on the face of the earth, is my settled conviction. Contrast it now
with any on the face of the earth. [England, said Mr. Toombs.] England, my friend says.
Well, that is the next best, I grant; but I think we have improved upon England. Statesmen
tried their apprentice hand on the government of England, and then ours was made. Ours ¢ rung
from that, avoiding many of its defects, taking most of the good and leaving out many of its er-
rors, and from the whole constructing and building up this model republic, the best which the his-
tory of the world gives any account of.

Compare, my friends, this government with that of Spain, Mexico, the South American repub-
lics, Germany, Ireland—are there any sons of that down-trodden nation here to-night ?—Prussia,
or, if you travel farther East, to Turkey or China. Where will you go, following the sun in its
circuit round our globe ) find a government that better protects the liberties of its people, and
secures to them the blessings we enjoy? (Applause.) I think that one of the evils that beset us
is a surfeit of liberty, an exuberance of the priceless blessings for which we are ungrateful. We
listened to my honorable friend who addressed you last night (Mr. Toombs) as he recounted the
evils of this government.

The first was the fishing bounties, paid mostly to the sailors of New England.
stated that forty-cight ye v 7
dents. 'Well, these fishi

Our friend
1s of our government was under the administration of Southern presi-
g bounties began under the rule of a Southern president, I believe. No
one of them, during the whole forty-eight years, ever set his administration agaiost the principle
or policy of them. It is not for me to say whether it was a wise policy in the beginning; it prob-
ably was not, and I have nothing to say in its defense. But the reason given for it was to encour-
age our young men to go to sea and learn to manage ships. 'We had at the time but a small navy.
| It was thought best to encourage a class of our people to become acquainted with seafaring life,
to become sailors to man our naval ships. It requires practice to walk the deck of a ship, to pull
| the ropes, to furl the sails, to go aloft, to climb the mast ; and it was thought, by offering this
{ bounty, a nursery might be formed in which young men would become perfected in these arts,
| and it applied to one section of the country as well as to any other.
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and upon this subject he said: “Some of our public men have failed in thei'l;
aspirations; that is true, and from that comes a great part of our troubles.
The feeling of his audience may be gathered from the fact that this state-
ment was received with prolonged applause. Yet in leq than three moqths
from that night a Georgia Convention had passed.an ordinance of secession,
and Mr. Stephens himself was vice-president of the provisional government
set up by the insurgents. Some notion of the sort of influence yvluch was
brought to bear during that interval upon him and others like minded may
be formed from the fact that, during this long, carefully considered, and' sol-
emnly uttered speech, he was constantly interrupted by Mr. Toombs, in a
tone of sneering menace, on one occasion for the purpose of quec.nug to Mr.
Stephens's suggestion that nothing should be done by Georgia without sub-
mitting the great question of the day to a convention of the people!

The persistency and precipitancy of South Carolina offended the border
states. They even resented it as a wrong done to the common cause. They
claimed a right to be consulted upon a question of such stupendous import-
ance as the severance of the republic for the cause of slavery. The Vir-

INTRODUCTION. & e

ginians proposed to South Carolina a convention of the slar
is South Carolina, with flippant haughtiness, re,i:uSed to ente
ground that Virginia was “completely demoralized becau;v;e
the Union above the rights and institutions of the South. A
that the Virginia leaders knew that it was the purpose of Soutl;' s
and Georgia to open the slave-trade; and to this they were oqused,
the chief wealth of the Virginia planters was in the slaves which they
This the South Carolina leaders, wise in their generation, saw at once,
used now and afterward to their advantage. On the 26th of“ Novembe:
Legislature of South Carolina met at Columbia. The: governor (Gls?)f in hi; e
message, took ground in favor of immediate state action, declared his beli
that Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, Texas, and Arkansas would no
hesitate to follow South Carolina, which, he said, would be ¢ wanting in self-
respect to entertain propositions looking to a continuance of the Union.” Tt
was determined that the delegates to the House of Representatives should
go to Washington and resign, but remain there for consultation with other
Southern members of Congress; and it was confidently announced that the o

The result of this was, that in the war of 1812, our sailors, many of whom came from this nur-
sery, were equal to any that England brought against us. At any rate, no small part of the glo-
ries of that war were gained by the veteran tars of America, and the object of these bounties was
to foster that branch of the national defense. My opinion is that, whatever may have been the
reason at first, this bounty ought to be discontinued—the reason for it at first no longer exists. A
bill for this object did pass the Senate the last Congress I was in, to which my honorable friend
contributed greatly, but it was not reached in the House of Representatives. I trust that he will
vet see that he may with honor continue his connection with the _government, m.ld thn.t his elo-
quence, unrivaled in the Senate, may hereafter, as heretofore, be displayed in having this bounty,
50 obnoxions to him, repealed and wiped off from the statute-book.

The next evil that my friend complained of was the tariff. 'Well, let us look at that for a mo-
ment., About the time I commenced noticing public matters, this question was agitating the
country almost as fearfully as the slave question now is. In 1832, when I was in college, South
Carolina was ready to nullAif'v or secede from the Union on this account. And what have we seen ?
The tariff no longer distracts the public councils. Reason has triumphed! The present tarift was
voted for by Massachusetts and South Carolina. The lion and the lamb lay down together—every
man in the Senate and House from Massachusetts and South Carolina, I think, voted for it, as did
my honorable friend himself. And if it be true, to use the figure of speech of my honorable
friend, that every man in the North that works in iron, and brass, and wood has his muscle
strengthened by the protection of the government, that stimulant was given by his vote, and, I be-
lieve, every other Southern man. So we ought not to complain of that.

My, Toombs. The tariff assessed the duties.

Mr. Stephens. Yes, and Massachusetts with unanimity voted with the South to lessen them, and
they were made just as low as Southern men asked them to be, and that is the rates they are now
at. If reason and argument, with experience, produced such changes in the sentiments of Massa-
chusetts from 1832 to 1857, on the subject of the tariff, may not like changes be effected there by
the same means—reason and argument, and appeals to patriotism on the present vexed question ?
and who can say that by 1875 or 1890 Massachusetts may not vote with South Carolina and
Georgia upon all those questions that now distract the country, and threaten its peace and exist-
ence? T believe in the power and efficiency of truth, in the omnipotence of truth, and its ultimate
trinmph when properly wielded. (Applause.)

Another matter of grievance alluded to by my honorable friend was the navigation laws. This
policy was also commenced under the administration of one of these Southern presidents who
ruled so well, and has been continued through all of them since. The gentleman’s views of the
policy of these laws and my own do not disagree. We occupied the same ground in relation to
them in Congress. It is not my purpose to defend them now; but it is proper to state some
matters connected with their origin.

One of the objects was to build up a commercial American marine by giving American bottoms
the exclusive ying trade between our own ports. This is a great arm of national power.
This object was accomplished. We have now an amount of shipping, not only coastwise, but to
foreign countries, which puts us in the front rank of the nations of the world. England can no
longer be styled the Mistress of the Seas. 'What American is not proud of the result? Whether
those laws should be continued is another question. But one thing is certain: no president,
Northern or Southern, has ever yet recommended their repeal. And my friend’s efforts to get
them repealed were met with but little favor, North or South.

These, then, were the true main grievances or grounds of complaint against the general system
of our government and its workings—I mean the administration of the federal government. As
to the acts of the federal states, I shall speak presently ; but these three were the main ones used
against the common head. Now, suppose it be admitted that all of these are evils in the system,
do they overbalance and outweigh the advantages and great good which this same government
affords in a thousand innumerable ways that can not be estimated? Have we not at the South,
as well as the North, grown great, prosperous, and happy under its operation? Has any part of
the world ever shown such rapid progress in the development of wealth, and all the material re-
sources of national power and greatness, as the Southern states have under the general govern-
ment, notwithstanding all its defects ?

Mr. Toombs. In spite of it.

Mr. Stephens. My honorable friend says we have, in spite of the general government; that
without it I suppose he thinks we might have done as well, or perhaps better, than we have done
this in spite of it. That may be, and it may not be; but the great fact that we have grown great
and powerful under the government as it exists, there is no conjecture or speculation about that ;
it stands out bold, high, and prominent, like your Stone Mountain, to which the gentleman alluded
in illustrating home facts in his record—this great fact of our unrivaled prosperity in the Union
as it is admitted ; whether all this is in spite of the government—whether we of the South would
have been better off without the government—is, to say the least, problematical. On the one side
we can only put the fact against speculation and conjecture on the other. But even as a question
of speculation I differ with my distinguished friend.

What we would have lost in border wars without the Union, or what we have gained simply by
the peace it has secured, no estimate can be made of. Our foreign trade, which is the foundation
of all our prosperity, has the protection of the navy, which drove the pirates from the waters near
our coast, where they had been buccaneering for centuries before, and might have been still had
it not been for the American navy, under the command of such spirits as Commodore Porter.
Now that the coast is clear, that our commerce flows freely outwardly, we can not well estimate
how it would have been under other circumstances. The influence of the government on us is
lika that of the atmosphere around us. Its benefits are so silent and unseen that they are seldom
thought of or appreciated.

We seldom think of the single element of oxygen in the air we breathe, and yet let this simple,
unseen, and unfelt agent be withdrawn—this life-giving element be taken away from this all-per-
vading fluid around us, and what instant and appalling changes would take place in all organic
creation !

It may be that we are all that we are in “spite of the general government,’ but it may be that
without it we should have been far different from what we are now. E
part of the earth with natural resources superior perhaps to ours.
known as the Southern states, stretching from the Chesapeake to the Rio Grande, is fully equal
to the picture drawn by the honorable and eloquent senator last night, in all natural cap.uvi!ics.
But how many s and centuries passed before these capacities were developed to reach this ad-
vanced age of civilization? There these same hills, rich in ore, same rivers, same valleys and
plains, are as they have been since they came from the hand of the Creator; uneducated and un-
civilized man roamed over them, for how long no history informs us.

It was only under our institutions that they could be developed. Their development is the re-
sult of the enterprise of our people under operations of the government and institutions under
which we have lived. Even our people without these never would have done it. The organiza-
tion of society has much to do with the development of the natural resources of any country or
any land. The institutions of a people, political and moral, are the matrix in which the germ
of their nrgu’ni(‘.slrl_lc(uru quickens into life—takes root and develops in form, nature, and char-

acter.  Our institutions constitute the basis, the matrix, from which spring all our characteristics
of development and greatness. Look at Greece. There is the same fertile soil, the same blue
sky, the same inlets and harbors, the same Zgean, the same Olympus; there is the same land
\vihcrc Homer sung, where Pericles spoke; it is in nature the same old Greece, but it is living
Greece no more. (Applause.)

Descendants of the same people inhabit the country; yet what is the reason of this mighty dif-
ference? 1In the midst of present degradation we see the glorious fragments of ancient works of
art—temples with ornaments and inscriptions that excite wonder and admiration—the remains

It is true there is no equal |
That portion of this country |

of a once high order of civilization which have outliv.ed t!xc language they spo_ke_-—upon_ them an
Ichabod is written—their glory has departed. Why is this so? I answer, their institutions h;.;vg
been destroyed. These were but the fruits of their forms of' government, the matrix from which
their grand development sprung ; and when once the institutions of a peopl'e have been destroyec_i,.
there is no earthly power that can bring back the Promethean spark to kindle them here again
any more than in that ancient land of eloquence, poetry, and song. (Applause.) e

The same may be said of Italy. Where is Rome, once the mistress of the world? There are
the same seven hills now, the same soil, the same natural resources; nature is the same, but what
a ruin of human greatness meets the eye of the traveler throughout the length :}nd breadﬂ}_ 9ft_,haz.
most downtrodden land! Why have not the people of that Heaven-favored clime the spirit that
animated their fathers? Why this sad difference ? f : A

It is the destruction of her institutions that has caused it; and, my countrymen, if we shall in
an evil hour rashly pull down and destroy those institutions which the patriotic band of our fathers
labored so long and so hard to build up, and which have done so much for us and the world, who
can venture the prediction that similar results will not ensue? Let us avoid it if we can. T trust
the spirit is among us that will enable us to do it. Let us not rashly try the experiment; for if it
fails, as it did in Greece and Italy, and in the South American republics, and in every other
place, wherever liberty is once destroyed, it may never be restored to us again. (Applause.) y

There are defects in our government, errors in administration, and shortcomings of many kinds,
but, in spite of these defects and errors, Georgia has grown to be a great state. Let us pause here

a moment. In 1850 there was a great crisis, but not so fearful as this, for of all I have ever passed
through, this is the most perilous, and requires to be met with the greatest calmness and deliber- o
ation. B

There were many among us in 1850 zealous to go at once out of the Union, to disrupt every.
tie that binds us together. Now do you believe, had that policy been carried out at that time,
we would have been the same great people that we are to-day? It may be that we would, but
have you any assurance of that fact? Would you have made the same advancement, improve- 3
ment, and progress in all that constitutes material wealth and prosperity that we have ? i

I notice in the Comptroller General's report that the taxable property of Georgia is 670,000,000
and upward, an amount not far from double that it was in 1850. I think I may venture to say
that for the last ten years the material wealth of the people of Georgia has been nearly, if not quite
doubled. The same may be said of our advance in education, and every thing that marks our
civilization. Have we any assurance that, had we regarded the earnest but misguided patriotic
advice, as I think, of some of that day, and disrupted the ties which bind us to the Union, we
would have advanced as we have? T think not. Well, then, let us be careful now before we at-
tempt any rash experiment of this sort. I know that there are friends, whose patriotism I do not
intend to question, who think this Union a curse, and that we would be better off without it. I
do not so think; if we can bring about a correction of these evils which threaten—and I am not
without hope that this may yet be done—this appeal to go out, with all the provisions for good
that accompany it, I look upon as a great, and, I fear, a fatal temptation. 3

When I look around and see our prosperity in every thing, agriculture, commerce, art, science,
and every department of education, physical and mental, as well as moral advancement, and our
colleges, I think, in the face of such an exhibition, if we can, without the loss of power, or any
essential right or interest, remain in the Union, it is our duty to ourselves and to posterity to—
let us not too readily yield to this temptation—do so. Our first parents, the great progenitors of
the human race, were not without a like temptation when in the garden of Eden. They were led
to believe that their condition would be bettered—that their eyes would be opencd—and that they
would become as gods. They in an evil hour yielded ; instead of becoming gods they only saw
their own nakedness.

I look upon this country, with our institutions, as the Eden of the world, the paradise of the uni-
verse. It may be that out of it we may become greater and more prosperous, but I am candid
and sincere in telling you that I fear, if we rashly evince passion, and, without sufficient cause, shall
take that step, that instead of becoming greater or more peaceful, prosperous, and happy—instead
of becoming gods, we will become demons, and at no distant day commence cutting one another’s
throats. This is my apprehension. Let us, therefore, whatever we do, meet these difficulties,
great as they are, like wise and sensible men, and consider them in the light of all the conse-
quences which may attend our action. Let us see first clearly where the path of duty leads, and
then we may not fear to tread therein.

I come now to the main question put to me, and on which my counsel has been asked. That
is, What the present Legislature should do in view of the dangers that threaten us, and the wrongs
that have been done us by several of our confederate states in the Union, by the acts of their
Legislatures nullifying the Fugitive Slave Law, and in direct disregard of their constitutional obli-
gations? What I shall say will not be in the spirit of dictation. It will be simply my own judg-
ment, for what it is worth. It proceeds from a strong conviction that, according to it, our rights,
interests, and honor—our present safety and future security, can be maintained without yet look—
ing to the last resort, the ““wltima ratio requm.” That should not be looked to until all else fails.
That may come. On this point I am hopeful, but not sanguine. But let us use every patriotic
effort to prevent it while there is ground for hope.

If any view that I may present, in your judgment, be inconsistent with the best interests of
Georgia, I ask you, as patriots, not to regard it. After hearing me and others whom you have
advised with, act in the premises according to your own conviction of duty as patriots. I speak
now particularly to the members of the Legislature present. There are, as I have said, great dan-
gers ahead.  Great dangers may come from the election I have spoken of. If the policy of Mr.
Lincoln and his Republican associates shall be carried out, or attempted to be carried out, no man
in Georgia will be more willing or ready than myself to defend our rights, interest, and honor at
every hazard, and to the last extremity.  (Applause.)

What is this policy ? It is, in the first place, to exclude us by an act of Congress from the Ter-
ritories with our slave property. He is for using the power of the general government against the
extension of our institutions. Our position on this point is, and ought to be, at all hazards, for
perfect equality between all the states, and the citizens of all the states, in the Territories, under
the Constitution of the United States. If Congress should exercise its power against this, then I
am for standing where Georgia planted herself in 1850. These were plain propositions which
were then laid down in her celebrated platform as sufficient for the disruption of the Union if the
occasion should ever come ; on these Georgia has declared that she will £o out of the Union; and
for these she would be justified by the nations of the earth in so doing. ¢

I say the same: I said it then; I say it now, if Mr. Lincoln’s policy should be carried out. I
have told you that I do not think his bare election sufficient cause 3 but if his policy should be
carried out in violation of any of the principles set forth in the Georgia Platform, that would be
such an act of aggression which ought to be met as therein provided for. If his policy shall be
carried out in repealing or modifying the Fugitive Slave Law so as to weaken its efficacy, Georgia
has declared that she will in the last resort disrupt the ties of the Union, and I say so too. ; I stand
upon the Georgia Platform, and upon every plank ; and say, if those aggressions therein provided
for take place, I say to you and to the people of Georgia, Keep your powder dry, and let your as-
sailants then have lead, if need be. - (Applause.) I would wait for an act of aggression. This
is my position.

Now upon another point, and that the most difficult, and deserving your most serious consider-
ation, I will speak. That is the course which this state should pursue toward these Northern
states, which by their legislative acts have attempted to nullify the Fugitive Slave Law. I know
that in some of these states their acts pretend to be based upon the principles set forth in the case
of Pr1GG against Pennsylvania; that decision did proclaim the doctrine that the state officers are
not bound to carry out the provisions of a law of Congress—that the federal government can not
impose duties upon state officials; that they must execute their own laws by their own officers.



itly shown by their choice of this time, of all others, for a public
osis of John Brown. The 8d of December, the day on which Con-
53 was to assemble, was also the anniversary of his death by execution
~ of the law; and this occasion was to have been celebrated at the Tremont
Temple, in Boston, by various exercises, which were to continue morning,
~ afternoon, and evening. But the organizers of so flagrant an affront to pub-
lic decency were doomed to disappointment. At the opening of the doors
~ there was a small assemblage of negroes and white men, to the latter class
- of which there were soon large additions, among them the Chief of Police,
A with part of his force. Upon an attempt to organize the meeting for the
pose for which it was called, groans and hisses broke out all over the
mm by cheers for the Constitution. Mr. Richard S. Fay, an emi-
nent merchant and a strong anti-Abolitionist, was then nominated from the
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floor as chairman, and elected by acclamation, to the utter astonishment of
the John Brown people. Resolutions were adopted strongly denouncing
~John Brown, his aiders, abettors, and admirers, and the meeting adjourned.
The defeated party attempted forcible resistance, but they were ejected by
the police and the house was closed—proceedings somewhat irregular, it
must be confessed, but under the circumstances not quite unjustifiable.
They gathered together again in the evening in the Negro Baptist Church,
and were protected by the police during their meeting against a large con-
course of exasperated citizens who surrounded the building.

On the 8d of December Congress assembled at Washington. The attend-
ance of members was unusually large in both houses. In the lower the
representatives of South Carolina appeared in their places; but in the Sen-
ate-chamber stood two empty chairs, silent witnesses of her refusal to be
any longer numbered as one of the states of the Union. On the 4th of De-
cember President Buchanan sent his message to Congress. Never was an
important state paper more eagerly looked for; never did one more entirely
disappoint all expectations. The President attributed the attitude of the

And this may be true. Baut still it is the duty of the states to deliver fugitive slaves, as well as the
of the general government to see that it is done.

; states, on entering into the federal compact, ‘ﬂedged themselves to surrender such

and it is in disregard of their that they have passed laws which even tend
or obstruct the fulfillment of that n. They have violated their plighted faith ;
what onght we to do in view of this? That is the question.  What is to be done ? By the law
nfuﬁuuyuwonldhnu:g:twdmndmonnyiu out of this article of agreement, and |
- do not see that it should be w::h ﬁ;chom?fu:b‘l’!{nion;-ndh:hm'::
not done, we would, by these princi ave t to commit acts of reprisal on these fait
hmn:"du n:‘n tbl?r'.propmy.or that of their citizens wherever found. The
md&hvmm‘:lwnlhemwn‘ﬂmmmnnhminmhm But by the
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law of nations we are eq bound, before ing to violent measures, to set forth our griev-
ances before the offending government, to give them an opportunity to redress the wrong. Has
yet done this? I think

our state 1 not.
* Suppose it were Great Britain that had violated some compact of agreement with the general
what would be first done? In that case our minister would be directed, in the first
instance, to bring the matter to the attention of that gover or a inai be sent to
open negotiations with her, ask for redress, and it wounld only be when argument
been exhansted that we should take the last resort of nations. That would be
cou! d a foreign gov and toward a ber of this confed
ommend the same course.
Let us, therefore, not act hastily in this matter. Let your Committee on the State of the Re-
blic make out a bill of 3 Jet it be sent by the governor to those faithless states, and
qunduumnhdlhuiedinvﬂn—cuahdl fail to induce them to return to their con-
stitutional obligations, I would be for retal measures, such as the governor has suggested to
m. This mode of resistance in the Union is in our power,

y I would ree-

resort, we would be justified in the eyes of nations not only in separating from them, but by |
using force.
ﬁmo&uﬁdﬁemmtmdndyuhw.]
. Stephens continued : Some friend says that the argument is already exhaosted. No, my

friend, it is not. You have never called the of the Legisl of those states to this
subject, that I am aware of. Nothing has ever boen done before this year.  The attention of our
own people has been called to this subject lately.

Now, then, my recommendation to you would be this: In view of all theso questions of diffi-
calty, let a convention of the people of Georgia be called, to which they may bo all reforred. Lot
the sovereignty of the people speak. Some think that the election of Mr. Lincoln i canse suffi-
cient to dissolve the Union. Some think those other gricvances are sufficient to dissolve the same,
and that the Legislature has the power thus to act, and ought thus to sct. I bave no hesitancy
in saying that the Legislature is not the proper body to sever our federal relations, if that peces-
sity d arise. An honorable and distinguished pentloman the other night (Mr. T. R. R. Cobb)
advised you to take this course—not to wait to bear from the cross-roads and groceries. 1 say 10
you, you have no power 50 to act. You must refer this question 1o the
to bear from the men at the cross-roads and even the groceries ; for
whether at the cross-roads or the groceries, whether in cottages or
are the sovereigns in this country. Sovercignty is not in the Legislature.
the sovereigns,
the state.  You legislators, I speak it respectfully, are but our servants. Yoa are the servants of
the people, and not their masters, Power resides with the people in this country.

people in this country,

We, the people, are

The great difference between our country and all others, such as France, and England, and Ire- |

land, is, that here there is popular sovereigoty, while there soverciguty is exercised by kings and
favored classes. This principle of popular sovercignty, however much derided lately, is the founda-
tion of our institutions. Constitutions are but the channels through which the popular will may
be exp d. Our Constitution came from the people. They made it, and they alone can right-
fully unmake it.

Mr. Toombs. T am afraid of conventions.

Mr. Stephens. 1 am not afraid of any convention legally chosen by the people.

1 know no way

to decide great questions affecting funddmental laws except by representatives of the people. The |

Constitution of the United States was made by the representatives of the people. The Constitu-
tion of the State of Georgia was made by representatives of the people chosen at the ballot-box,
But do not Jet the question which comes before the people be put to them in the language of my
honorable friend who addressed you last night., \\'i{l you submit to abolition rule or resist?

Myr. Toombs. I do not wish the people to be cheated.

M. Stephens. Now, my friends, how are we going to cheat the people by calling on them to
eléct delegates to a convention to decide all these questions without any dictation or direction?
Who proposes to cheat the people by letting them speak their own untrammeled views in the
choice of their ablest and best men, to determine upon all these matters, involving their peace ?

I think the proposition of my honorable friend had a considerable smack of unfairness, not to
say cheat. He wished to have no convention, but for the Legislature to submit their vote to the
people—submission to abolition rule or resistance? Now, who in Georgia would vote ** submis-
sion to abolition rule?” (Laughter.)

Is putting such a question to the people to vote on a fair way of getting an expression of the
popular will on all these questions? I think not. Now, who in Georgia is going to submit to
abolition rule?

Mr. Toombs. The Convention will.

M. Stephens. No, my friend, Georgia will never do it. The Convention will never secede from
the Georgia Platform, Under that there can be no abolition rule in the general government, I
am not afraid to trust the people in convention upon this and all questions. Besides, the Legis-
lature were not elected for such a purpose. They came here to do their duty as legislators. They
have sworn to support the Constitution of the United States. They did not come here to disrupt
this government. I am, therefore, for submitting all these questions to a convention of the people.
Submit the question to the people whether they would submit to abolition rule or resist, and then
let the Legislature act upon that vote? Such a course would be an insult to the people. They
would have to eat their platform, ignore their past history, blot out their records, and take steps
backward, if they should do this. I have never eaten my record or words, and never will.

But how will it be under this arrangement if they should vote to resist, and the Legislature
should reassemble with this vote as their instruction? Can any man tell what sort of resistance
will be meant? One man would say secede ; another pass retaliatory measures; these are meas-
ures of resistance against wrong—legitimate and right—and there ‘would be as many different
ideas as there are members on this floor. Resistance don’t mean secession—that, in no proper
sense of the term, is resistance. Believing that the times require action, I am for presenting the
question fairly to the people; for calling together an untrammeled convention, and presenting all
the questions to them whether they will go out of the Union, or what course of resistance in the
Union they may think best, and then let the Legislature act when the people in their majesty are
heard ; and 1 tell you now, whatever that convention does, I hope and trust our people will abide
by. I advise the calling of a convention with the earnest desire to preserve the peace and har-
mony of the state. I should dislike, above all things, to sce violent measures adopted, or a dispo-

sition to take the sword in hand, by individuals, without the authority of law. -

My honorable friend said last night, ““I ask you to give me the sword ; for, if you do net give
it to me, as God lives, I will take it myself.”

Mr. Toombs. I will. (Applaose on the other side.)

Mr. Stephens. 1 have no doubt that my honorable friend feels as he says. It is only his excess-
ive ardor that makes him use such an expression ; but this will pass off with the cXcitement of the

It might bo effoctual, and if in the |

e, and you must walt |
are all equal, and they |

I am one of them, and have a right (o be heard, and so has any other citizen of |

hour.  When the le in their majesty shall speak, T have no doubt that he will bow to their
will, whatever it may be, upon the *‘ sober second thought.” (Applause.)

Should Georgia determine to go out of the Union, I speak for one, though my views might not
agree with them, whatever the result may be, I shall bow to the will of her people. Their cause
is my cause, and their destiny is my destiny; and I trost this will be the ultimate course of all.
The greatest curse that can befall o free people is civil war.

But, as 1 said, let us call & convention of the people; let all these matters be submitted to it;
and when the will of a mn‘]orily of the people has thus been expressed, the whole state will pre-
sent one unanimous voice in favor of whatever may be demanded ; for I believe in the power of
the people to govern themselves when wisdom prevails and passion is silent.

Look at what has already been done by them for their nllvnnccmem in all that ennobles man,
There is nothing like it in the history of the world. Look abroad from one extent of the country
to the other; contemplate our greatness, We are now among the first nations of the earth.
lShl." it be said, then, that our institutions, founded upon principles of self-government, are a

ailure ?

Thus far it is a noble example, wuﬂhy of imitation. The gentleman, Mr. Cobb, the other
night, said it had proven a failure. A failure in what? In growth? Look at our expanse in
national power. Look at our population and increase in all that makes a people great. A failure?
Why, we are the admiration of the civilized world, and present the brightest hopes of mankind.

Some of our public men have failed in their aspirations; that is true, and from that comes a
groat part of our troubles.  (Prolonged applanse.)

No, there is no failure of this government yet. We have made great advancement under the
Constitution, and I can not but hope that we shall advance higher still. Let us be true to our
| cause.
| Now, when this convention assembles, if it shall be called, as I hope it may, I would say, in my
| iudgmrm, without dictation, for 1 am conferring with you freely and frankly, and it is thus that

give my views, | should take into consideration all those questions which distract the public mind ;
should view all the grounds of secession so far as the election of Mr. Lincoln is concerned, and I
have no doubt they would say that the constitutional election of no man is a sufficient cause to
break up the Union, but that the state should wait until he at least does some unconstitutional act.

AMr. Toowbs. Commit some overt act,

Mr. Stephens. No, 1 did not say that. The word overt is a sort of technical term connected
with treason, which has come to us from the mother country, and it means an open act of rebel-
licn. I do not see how Mr. Lincoln can do this unless he should levy war upon us. I do not,
| therefore, use the word overt. I do not intend to wait for that. Bat I use the word unconstita-
| tional act, which our people understand much better, and which expresses just what I méan. Bat

as long as be confurms to the Constitation he should be left to exercise the duties of his office.

f In giving this advice I am but sustaining the Constitation of my country, and I do not there-
' by become a Lincoln ald man cither (applause), but a Constitutional aid man.
|

Baut this matter
the Convention can determine.

As o the other maiter, I think we have a right to pass retaliatory measures, provided they be
in accordance with the Constitution of the United States, and I thiok they can be made such.
| But whether it would be wise for this Legislatare to do this now is the question. To the Conven-
tion, in my judgment, this matter ought to be referred. Before we commit reprisals on New Eng-
land, we should exhaust every means of bringing about a peaceful solution of the question.

Thus did General Jackson in the case of the French. He did not recommend reprisals until
ho had treated with France, and got her to promise to make indemnification, and it was only on
| her refusal 1o pay the money which she had promised that he recommended reprisals. It was aft-
er negotiation had failed. I do think, therefore, that it would be best, before going to extreme

measures with our confederate states, to make presentation of our demands, to appeal to their rea-
son and judgment to give us our rights. Then, if reason shonld not trinmph, it will be time
enough to commit reprisals, and we should be justified in the eyes of a civilized world. At leas:

let the states know what your gricvances are, and if they refuse, as I said, to give us our rights
under the Constitution of our country, I should be willing, as a last resort, to sever the ties of this
Union. (Applausse.)

My own opinion is, that if this course be pursued, and they are informed of the consequences of
refusal, theso states will secede ; but if they should not, then let the consequences be with them,
and let the respousibility of the consequences rest upon them. Another thing I would have that
conventidh to do—reaffirm the Georgia Platform, with an additional plank in it. Let that plank
be the fulfillment of the obligation on the part of those states to repeal these obnoxious laws as a
condition of our remaining in the Union. Give them time to consider it, and 1 would ask all
states south to do the same thing. L

I am for exhausting all that patriotism can demand before taking the last step. I would in-
vite, therefore, South Carolina to a conference. I would ask the same of all the other Southern
states, so that if the evil has got beyond our control, which God, in his mercy, grant may not be
the case, let us not be divided among ourselves—(cheers)—but, if possible, secure the united co-
operation of all the Southern states ; and then, in the face of the civilized world, we may justify
our action ; and, with the wrong all on the other side, we can appeal to the God of battles to aid
us in our cause. (Loud applause.) But let us not do any thing in which any portion of our peo-
ple may charge us with rash or hasty action. It is certainly a matter of great importance to tear
this government asunder. You were not sent here for that purpose. I would wish the whole
South to be united if this is to be done; and I believe, if we pursue the policy which I have indi-
cated, this can be effected. !

In this way our sister Sonthern states can be induced to act with us, and I have but little doubt
that the states of New York, and Pennsylvania, and Ohio, and the other Western states, will com-
pel their Legislatures to recede from their hostile attitudes, if the others do not. Then, with
these, we wounld go on without New England, if she chose to stay out.

A voice in the assembly. We will kick them out. 3 5

M. Stephens. 1 would not kick them out; but if they chose to stay out they might. I think,
moreover, that these Northern states, being principally engaged in manufactures, would find that
they had as much interest in the Union under the Constitution as we, and that they would return
to their constitutional duty; this would be my hope. If they should not, and if the Middle states
and Western states do not join us, we should at least have an undivided South. I am, as you
clearly perceive, for maintaining the Union as it is, if possible. I will exhaust every means thus
to maintain it with an equality in it. My principles are these : .

First, the maintenance of the honor, the rights, the equality, the security, and the glory of my
native state in the Union; but if these can not be maintained in the Union, t!\en I am for their
maintenance, at all hazards, out of it. Next to the honor and glory of Georgia, the land of my
birth, I hold the honor and glory of our common country. In Sx'avannah I was made to say by
the reporters, who very often make me say things which I never did, that I was first for the glory
of the whole country, and next for that of Georgia. 3

I said the exact reverse of this. I am proud of her history, of her present standing. I am
proud even of her motto, which I would have duly respected at the present time by all her sons—
Wisdom, Justice, and Moderation. I would have her rights and that of lhq Suuthern_ states main-
tained now upon these principles. Her position now is just what it was in 1850 with respect to
the Southern states. Her platform, then, has been adopted by most, if not all the other Southern
states. Now I would add but one additional plank to that platform, which I have stated, and one
which time has shown to be necessary.

If all this fails, we shall at least have the satisfaction of knowing that we have done our duty,
and all that patriotism could require. a

Mr. Slephgns continued fores?)me time on other marters, which are omitted, and then took his
scat amid great applause.
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slave states to the fear of servile insurrections; when the planters, on the
contrary, said, and, as it proved, with reason, they _had no fears whatever on
this score. He placed the responsibility for the disturbed state of the coun-
try entirely upon the shoulders of the anti-slavery party in the free states,
utterly ignoring the aggressions of the slavery propagnndlst.s and the radical
difference between the principles of the slaveholding founders of the repub-
lic and those of which John C. Calhoun was the great exponent; he declared
that, in his opinion, unless the personal liberty laws of some of the free states
were repealed the Union could not be preserved; but he passed no censure
upon the studiously harsh and insulting provisions of the fugitive slave law
which provoked their passage, but, on t.!le contrary, he .recomme‘nded the
incorporation of that law into the Constitution; he denied the right of a
state to break up the government merely of its own motion, and he admit-
ted that he was bound to execute the laws of the United States throughout
all the territory of the United States; but he added that neither the Prfzsi-
dent nor Cong}éss had the power to coerce a state, t'hus passing by the v.xt,al
point that, according to the Constitution, the executive officers of the U"n}ted
States had to do, not with states, but with individual citizens of the United
States. The message, in fact, said to the country, “First, in this'quarrel the
free states are all wrong and the slave states all right; next, no state has a
right to secede; but, finally, if any state choose to do so, no. one has any
right to stop her.” The effect of this pitiably shuffling manifesto was to en-
courage the seceders, to irritate the Republicans, and to dishearten the pub-
lic at large. With the message came another document which deepened the
despondency now fallen upon the country. The report of the Secretary of
the Treasury showed the public coffers empty, large and pressing liabilities
to be met, the national credit failing, and the revenue rapidly diminishing.
All this in the face of a real wealth and prosperity during the previous year,
indicated by an export trade of $400,000,000, an import of $362,000,000,
and the more than sufficiency of the customs duties, $60,000,000, for the
ordinary expenses of government. For the change the political condition
of the country was entirely answerable. Wealth was vanishing, prosperity
was at an end, for national dissolution seemed impending. The events of
one month had cast over the future an impenetrable gloom.

The nation fell into a pitiable condition of uncertain opinion and vacil-
lating action. A similar crisis in the affairs of a country dependent for
the direction of affairs upon one central government would have brought
on the inevitable alternative of anarchy or despotism. But this nation
was saved by the complete sufficiency of its local governments, sustained as
these were by the intelligence and the integrity of the mass of the people,
whom they directly represented. Within the limits of each state, the rela-
tions between man and man, and between the individual and society, were
undisturbed.

On the 10th of December the House of Representatives appointed a com-
mittee of thirty-three, one from each commonwealth, on the State of the
Union. What was the state of the Union thus far we have already seen ;
and a mere recital of the principal events of the few days which intervened
between the appointment of this committee and the nominal severance of
the Union will give a better idea than can be conveyed by any other means
of the confusion which prevailed in political affairs and the distracted condi-
tion of the public mind. A report had been circulated at the South that the
Sccretary of War, Mr. Floyd, had said that he would employ the United
States troops to resist any attempt to seize the United States forts in the
This rumor that he would perform his sworn duty he hasten-
ed to deny by telegraph, on the very day of the appointment of the commit-
tee on the State of the Union. At this time it was suggested among some
of the corrupter politicians of the city of New York, that that city, with
Brooklyn, Long Island, and Staten Island, should secede from the state, and
form themselves into an independent commonwealth. But as Brooklyn was
Jealous of New York, and deemed that the two places had conflicting inter-
ests, it was feared that, if secession once began, Brooklyn might secede from
New York; the inconvenience of which, as most of the inhabitants of the
former were engaged in business in the latter, was so apparent, that the sug-
gestion, after a little newspaper ventilation, vanished into silence. The ex-
citement in Charleston rose apace, and, on the 8th of December, a guard was
placed over the United States Arsenal at Charleston to prevent the transfer
of supplies of ammunition to Fort Moultrie, the United States military post
in that harbor, which was about four miles from the city. On the 10th, the
Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Cobb, resigned his portfolio, giving as his rea-
sons that the honor and safety of his state, Georgia, were involved in the
consequences of the presidential election; that his duty to her was para-
mount; and that his views made it improper for him to remain any longer

slave states.

INTRODUCTION.

a member of the cabinet: decorous seruples, the mere assumption of which
was not common among those who, having like responsibilities, had like de-
signs.  On the 12th, Senator Wigfall, of Texas, a man whose extravagance |
and bombast made him laughed at, and whom we shall meet again under
circumstances both rueful and ludicrous, made a set speech in the Senate-
chamber, in which he announced that the Union would be dissolved; that
“L_hc_ eight cotton states” would secede: that they would be followed by
Virginia, Tennessee, Maryland, and Kentucky; and that then Washington
would be the seat of government of the new confederation. He also de-
clared that he owed allegiance, not to the United States, but to his own state;
a.d?cl:xmlion afterward repeated in the same body by Senator Mason, of Vir-
ginia, with regard to his relations to his own state. On the 15th it was an- ‘
nounced that General Lewis Cass, Secretary of State, had resigned, because |
of thé President’s determination not to re-enforce Fort Moultrie, and of his

consequent conviction that the republic was approaching its dissolution.

General Cass was one of the oldest and most experienced among the promi-

t politicians of the generation who kept the fi 1d,
gf:bezz a strong suppog of what was called “the Southe
The resignation of such a man, for such a cause, however

-~ N

Wi
A\

LEWIS OABS.

self, was a most depressing occurrence. It made that painfully clear con-
cerning which before there had been little doubt, that the President was
about to shrink meanly from the responsibility of his office upon a great oc-
casion. Preparations now were heard of from Louisiana to bring about the
secession of that state. At the North efforts at conciliation began to be made,
and a repeal of the Personal Liberty bills was freely talked of. On the15th
a private meeting was held of the most influential bankers, merchants, man-
ufacturers, lawyers, and other professional men of conservative politics, for
the purpose of appointing a committee of conference to urge delay upon the
states about to secede, and to give assurances that any reasonable conces-.
sions for the sake of the preservation of the Union would be made. Such a
position, taken by such men, seems, as we look back upon it, almost abject;
but, in the excitement and under the feverous apprehension of the time, it
appeared to most men the mere putting forth of a brotherly hand of depre-
cation. It failed utterly. An announcement that a committee of conference
would shortly visit Charleston, met with a rebuff, in which cold-blooded ar-
rogance was thinly concealed beneath the forms of courtesy. Judge Ma-
grath, who spoke for his state, wrote, that nothing could swerve South Car-

olina from the course she had resolved on; adding, “The presence of any
persons among us, however respectable, charged with the task of urging

upon us a change of purpose, would be unprofitable and unpleasant.” On .
the 17th, the South Carolina Convention assembled at Columbia, but, in con-
sequence of the epidemic prevalence of the small-pox there, it adjourned the

next day to Charleston, where it became immediately apparent that its mem-

bers were bent upon ringleading the disunion movement. Throughout the

state military drill was constantly kept up by all men capable of bearing

arms.  On the 18th, a bill for arming the State of North Carolina passed the
Senate by a vote of forty-one to three. On the other hand, the repeal of the
Massachusetts Personal Liberty Law was urged upon the state in an earnest
manifesto, signed by numbers of its most respected citizens, headed by ex-
Chiefjustice Shaw, Judge Curtis, of the United States Supreme Court, and

four ex-governors. On the 18th, Senator Crittenden, of Kentucky, one of

the oldest, ablest, and most esteemed of the slaveholdine members of Con-

gress, brought forward a series of resolutions in that b%dv which he and

many others hoped would be adopted by both parties as a final settlement

of the controversy. These resolutions, which were known as the Critten-
(1@11_001;1};1'";)1‘1nise, nftcir a Il)rem‘nble which stated their object to be that the
sectional differences then distracting the country miot ane ui-

eted and settled by constitutional ;rovisions, pioposaeldt :;Fsin:lrg(;ﬁg{ngﬂs

to the Constitution. These prohibited slavery north of the line of 86° 30’

north latitude, and admitted it south of that line; they deprived Congress

of the power either to abolish slavery in places under its jurisdiction in sclave

states, and (except under certain specified conditions) in the District of Co-
lumbia, or to interdict the transportation of slaves from one slave state to
another; they provided that, in case of resistance to the Fugitive Slave Law,

and the rescue of a slave, the United States should pay theoowncr the value

of the slave, and have a claim upon the county in which the rescue took

pli\cv, which, i]n its turn, s:muld recover from individuals. These articles, and

others upon the same subject in the Constituti e 2
terable. Mr. Crim-ndvn'sJ compromise \\':1St::tolzmrye<‘3‘o:i{r(;(;ovsgihd?'aci{:)rre(:);iile
extreme r_n(»mbcrs of the party whose prospective advent to power had oc-
casioned its proposal.  But, on the 19th, the General Assembly of Virginia

prsfed rcsol;x.tmns lijnvitin & the various states to send commissioners to Wash-

ington to adjust the sectional diffe 5 i

the Crittenden Compromise as thﬂckl;igicsez(‘ixfc:il:; na't[l‘zl‘], o ri(i‘cimrgxend";f

ed together, obtained the name of “The Peace (.Joncrrless:?’ser%u'ty,tili:sei‘;fcl)rt

toward the preservation of the Union met with a suci]en :fmd severe rebuft;

for, on the very next day, the South Carolina Convention formally passed 81;
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nee of secession by a unanimous vote® That 20th of December,
, was a sad day in the annals of America and of the world—a day full
woes and bitter memories—a day on which disappointed politicians, the
ves of an arrogant and selfish oligarchy, essayed the destruction

the most beneficent government ever established, and vainly strove to
stem the tide of human which was about to sweep their petty per-
sonal interests and parish politics into oblivion. But the event itself pro-
duced at the moment a comparatively slight impression. Some guns were
fired and some meetings held in a few towns in the country lying on the
Gulf of Mexico; but in the slave states north of Charleston, the taking of the
~final plunge by South Carolina created no more excitement than many of
the minor incidents which had previously occurred in the sad tragedy then
beginning to be acted. One reason of the apparent apathy with which this
secession was was, because it was South Carolina, factious, queru-
lous, headstrong, and loud-mouthed, which had passed with words a verbal
Rubicon ; another was, that, after what the political leaders of the state had
said and done, the passage of an ordinance of secession was inevitable, unless
they wished to stand confessed the merest braggarts and boasters. But the
chief cause was, that the country had been stunned by the suddenness with
which its national politics had fallen into disorder, and its national govern-
ment had been brought to a dead lock without violence or even the threat
of violence from any quarter. Its capacity for excitement seemed to be ex-
hausted ; and when that came which had been apprehended from the first, it
was taken as a thing of course. South Carolina, however, did not treat the
matter as one of course, but exhibited to the full that sense of the import-
ance of her own acts which had always made her the subject of remark
among her sister states, especially by those who were as much her superiors
in power, and wealth, and general culture, as they were her inferiors in pre-

g SECESSION ORDINANCE OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

An Ordinance to Dissoloe the Union between the State of South Curolina and other States wmited

with her under the compact entitled the Constitution of the United Statex of America.

the poople of the State of South Carolina, in Conventi bled, do declare and ordain,
and it is hereby declared and ordained, that the ordinance adopted by us in Convention, on the
23d day of May, in the year of our Lord 1788, whereby the Constitation of the United States of
America was ratified, and also all acts and parts of acts of the General Asembly of this state
nﬁf;ing the amendments of the said Constitation, are hereby repealed, and that the union now
subsisting between South Carolina and other states under the name of the United States of Amer-

ica is hereby dissolved.
v South Carolina’s Declaration of Causes.
" The

of the State of Sonth Carolina in C
e e o e

gover and its h upon the reserved rights of the states, fully justified
this state in their withdrawal from the federal Union ; bat, in deference to the opinions and wish.
es of the other slaveholding states, she forbore at that time to exercise this right. Since that
time these h have inved to i y, and farther forbearance coases 10 be a virtoe,

And now the State of South Carolina, having resumod ber separate and equal place among na-
tions, deems it due to herself, to the remaining United States of America, and to the nations of
the world, that she should declare the immediate causes which have led 1o this act.

In the year 1765, that portion of the British Empire embracing Great Britain undertook to
make laws for the government of that portion composed of the thirteen American colonies. A
struggle for the right of sclf-government ensued, which resulted, on the 4th of Jaly, 1776, in a
declaration, by the col “that they are, and of right ought to be, rRER AND INDEFENDENT
sTATES ; and that, as free and independent states, they have full power 1o levy war, conclude
peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and o do all other acts and things which independ.
ent states may of right do.”

They farther solemnly declared that whenever any * form of government bocomes destructive
of the ends for which it was established, it is the right of the people o alter or abolish i1, and 10
institute a new government.” Deeming the government of Great Britain to have become de-
stroctive of these ends, they declared that the colonies ** are alwolved from all allegianes 1o the
British crown, and that all political connection between them and the state of Great Britain bs,
and ought to be, totally dissolved.”

In pursuance of this Declaration of In

bled, on the 2d day of April,

ndence, each of the thirteen states procseded to ex-

of the Constitution of the United States by the |
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| ognized as an equal, and had separate control over its own institutions.

tension. Immediately upon the passage of the Ordinance of Secession, a dec-
laration of the causes which led to it was issued to the world ;" an oath of
supreme allegiance to the state was prescribed for all officials, the first form
of which having contained the words “ exercise my office,” these were alter-
ed, after grave consideration and debate, to ‘‘exercise my high office;” and
commissioners were appointed to proceed to Washington to treat with the
United States. Immediately, too—most characteristic fact—the newspapers
of Charleston headed their letters and the extracts from journals which they
received from the other parts of the country, “ Foreign News,” bringing de-
rision upon themselves far and near by this childishness. On the 24th the
South Carolina delegates withdrew from the House of Representatives, not
resigning, but sending a letter to the Speaker, in which they informed the
House that their state had dissolved their connection with the House; and,
putting their destructive and debasing doctrine in its most offensive form,
spoke of their fellow-members as those with whom they had been “associ-
ated in a common agency.” Thus far had South Carolina politicians been
led to pervert the truth to gain their little ends. Thus did the state which
was the first, as we have seen, to propose the formation of a national govern-
ment, and whose leading man in the convention which framed the govern-
ment solemnly pronounced the doctrine that each state was separately and
individually independent a * political heresy,” did not hesitate to declare
before the world that George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Alexander
Hamilton, and their peers had thought and toiled, not to bring about a real
union of the people of the country into one nation, but only to make a bar-
gain or contract between different corporations, in which, for certain consid-
erations, and upon certain conditions, those corporations agreed to submit to
a general administration of affairs for certain distinctly specified purposes o’

In the present case that fact is established with certainty. We assert that fourteen of the statg
have deliberately refused for years past to fulfill their constitutional obligations, and we refer &
their own statutes for the proof.

The Constitution of the United States, in its fourth article, provides as follows :

*‘No person held to service or labor in one state under the laws thereof, escaping into another,
shall, in co uence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labor,
but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due.”

This stipulation was so material to the compact that without it that compact would not have
been made. The greater number of the contracting parties held slaves, and they had previously
evinced their estimate of the value of such a stipulation by making it a condition in the ordinance
for the government of the territory ceded by Virginia, which obligations, and the laws of the gen~
eral government, have ceased to effect the objects of the Constitutiof. The states of Maine, New
Hampshire, Vermont, Masachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, Pennsylvania, Illi-
nois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa have enacted laws which either nullify the acts of
Congress, or render useless any attempt to execute them. In many of these states the fugitive is
discharged from the service of labor claimed, and in none of them has the state government com-
plied with the stipulation made in the Coustitution. The State of New Jersey at an early day

d a law in conformity with her constitational obligation; but the current of anti-slavery
ling has led her more recently to enact laws which render inoperative the remedies provided by
her own laws and by the laws of Congress. In the State of New York even the right of transit
for a slave has been denied by her tribunals; and the states of Ohio and Iowa have refused to
surrender to justice fogitives charged with murder, and with inciting servile insurrection in the
State of Virginia. Thas the constitutional compact has been deliberately broken and disregard-
ol by the nonslsvebolding states, and the consequence follows that South Carolina is released
from her obligation.

The ends for which this Constitution was framed are declared by itself to be *“to form a more
perfoct union, to establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defense,
promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.”

Theso ends it endeavored to accomplish by a federal government, in which each state was rec-
The right of property in
slaves was recognized by giving to free persons distinet political rights ; by giving them the right
o represent, and burdening them with direct taxes for three fifths of their slaves; by authorizing
the importation of slaves for twenty years; and by stipulating for the rendition of fugitives from

| labor

We affirm that these ends for which this government was instituted have been defeated, and the

| government itself has been destructive of them by the action of the non-slaveholding states. Those

ercise its separate sovercigoty ; udurted for itself a Constitution, and appointed officers for the ad- |

ministration of government in all its departments — legislative, executive, and jodicial. For

of defense they united their arms and their counsels; and in 1778 they entered into a | " ! ¢ D 4 X
3 | tablishment among them of societies whose avowed object is to disturb the peace of and eloin the

Urposes
Luzu known as the Articles of Confederation, whereby they agreed to intrust the administration

of their external relations to a common agent, known as the Congress of the United States, ex- |

pressly declaring, in the first article, *‘ that each state retains its sovercignty, freedom, and inde-
pendence, and every power, jurisdiction, and right which is not, by this Confederation, expressly
delegated to the United States in Congress assembled.”

Under this confederation the War of the Revolution was carried on; and on the 3d of Sep-
tember, 1783, the contest ended, and a definite treaty was signed by Great Britain, in which she
acknowledged the independence of the colonies in the following terms :

“ArticLe 1. His Britannic majesty acknowledges the said United States, viz.: New Hamp-
shire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New

Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor- |
gia, to be FREE, SOVEREIGN, AND INDEFENDENT STATES; that he treats with them as such; and, | u . RN
| slavery is in the course of nltimate extinction.

for himself, his heirs and successors, relinquishes all claims to the government, propriety, and ter-
ritorial rights of the same, and every part thereof.”

Thus were established the two great principles asserted by the colonies, namely, the right of a
state to govern itself, and the right of a people to abolish & government when it becomes destruct-
ive of the ends for which it was instituted. And concurrent with the establishment of these prin-
ciples was the fact that each colony became and was recognized by the mother country as a FREE,
SOVEREIGN, AND INDEPENDENT STATE.

In 1787, deputies were appointed by the states to revise the Articles of Confederation ; and on
the 17th of September, 1787, these deputies recommended, for the adoption of the states, the Arti-
cles of Union known as the Constitution of the United States.

The parties to whom this Constitution was sabmitted were the several sovereign states; they
were to agree or disagree; and when nine of them agreed, the compact was to take effect among
those concurring ; and the general government, as the common agent, was then to be invested
with their authority.

If only nine of the thirteen states had concurred, the other four would have remained as they
then were—separate sovereign states, independent of any of the provisions of the Constitution.
In fact, two of the states did not accede to the Constitution until long after it had gone into oper-
ation among the other eleven, and during that interval they each exercised the functions of an
independent nation.

By this Constitution certain dutics were imposed upon the several states, and the exercise of
certain of their powers was restrained, which necessarily impelled their continued existence as
sovereign states. But, to remove all doubt, an amendment was added, which declared that the
powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states,
are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people. On the 23d of May, 1788, South Carolina,
by a Convention of her people, passed an ordinance assenting to this Constitution, and afterward
altered her own Constitution to conform herself to the obligations she had undertaken.

Thus was established, by compact between the states, a government with defined objects and
powers, limited to the express words of the grant. This limitation left the whole remaining mass
of power subject to the clause reserving it to the states or the people, and rendered unnecessary
any specification of reserved rights. We hold that the government thus established is subject to
the two great principles asserted in the Declaration of Independence ; and we hold farther, that
the mode of its formation subjects it to a third fundamental principle, namely, the law of com-
pact. ‘We maintain that in every compact between two or more parties the obligation is mutual;
that the failure of one of the contracting parties to perform a material part of the agreement en-

tirely releases the obligation of the other; and that, where no arbiter is provided, each party is
remitted to his own judgment to determine the fact of failure, with all its consequences.

states have assumed the right of deciding upon the propriety of our domestic institutions, and have
denied the rights of property established in fificen of the states and recognized by the Constitu-
tion ; they have denounced as sinful the institution of slavery ; they have permitted the open es-

property of the citizens of other states. They have encouraged and assisted thousands of our
slaves to leave their homes; and those who remain have been incited by emissaries, books, and
pictures to servile insurrection.

For twenty-five years this agitation has been steadily increasing, until it has now secured to its
aid the power of the common government. Observing the forms of the Constitution, a sectional
harty has found within that article establishing the Executive Department the means of subvert-
ing the Constitation itself. A geographical line has been drawn across the Union, and all the
states north of that line have united in the election of a man to the high office of President of the
United States whose opinions and purposes are hostile to slavery. He is to be intrusted with the
administration of the common government becanse he has declared that that “ government can
not endure permanently half slave, half free,” and that the public mind must rest in the belief that

This scctional combination for the subversion of the Constitution has been aided in some of the
states by elevating to citizenship persons who, by the supreme law of the land, are incapable of be-
coming citizens ; and their votes have been used to inaugurate a new policy, hostile to the South,
and destructive of its peace and safety.

On the 4th of March next this party will take possession of the government. It has announced
that the South shall be excluded from the common territory, that the judicial tribunal shall bs
made sectional, and that & war must be waged against slavery until it shall cease throughout tho
United States. .

The guarantees of the Constitution will then no longer exist, the equal rights of the states will
be lost. The slaveholding states will no longer have the power of self-government or self-protec-
tion, and the federal government will have become their enemy.

Sectional interest and animosity will deepen the irritation; and all hope of remedy is rex_ldered
vain by the fact that the public opinion at the North has invested a great political error with the
sanctions of a more erroneous religious belief. .

We, therefore, the people of South Carolina, by our delegates in Convention assembled, appeal.
ing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, have solemnly dec.lare.d
that the union heretofore existing between this state and the other states of North America i
dissolved, and that the State of South Carolina has resumed her position among the nations of the
world as a separate and independent state, with full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract al.
liances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent states may of
right do.

¢ Letter of South Carolina Members of the House of Representatives. f

Str,—We avail ourselves of the earliest opportunity since the official communication of the In-
telligence, of making known to your honorable body that the people of the State of South Caro-
lina, in their sovereign capacity, have resumed the powers heretofore de]egut'ed by them to the
federal government of the United States, and have thereby dissolved our connection with the House
of Representatives. In taking leave of those with whom we have been a‘ssocmted_m a4 common
agency, we, as well as the people of our commonwealth, desire to do so with a feeling of mutual
regard and respect for each other, cherishing the hope that in our future relations we may better

enjoy that peace and harmony essential to the happiness of a free and enlightened people.
o R y o : JonNx M‘QUEEN,
M. L. Boxnam,
W. W. Bovycg,
Dec. J. D. ASHMORE.
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mere material interest—“a common agency,” in fact, yhieb was to be re-
garded only as the result of a bargain, and be administered as a bargain,
with this difference, that any party to it might withdraw from it at pleasure,
without liability to restraint or punishment. They _proc]mmed that the na-
tional flag had been only a shop-sign, and the American eagle a mere trade-
mark; the sign and the mark, too, of a firm which was unworthy of credit,
because any member of it might abscond whenever he pleased, and take
with him whatever of the assets he could lay his hands upon. Having with-
drawn from this “common agency,” and set up on her own account as a na-
tion, South Carolina set about preparations to establish foreign relations and
create a navy. These, however, did not go very far; for, although it seems
as if the self-assertion of this little commonwealth would have led her so far
as to assume at once all the style of an independent nation, it began to be
but too plain that she would not long be left alone.

At this very time the people of the free states were shocked by the an-
nouncement of the intended immediate removal of seventy-eight guns of the
largest calibre (10-inch columbiads) from the Alleghany Arsenal, opposite
Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania, to Newport, near Galveston Island, Texas, and
to Ship Island, in the Gulf of Mexico. At those places there were fortifica-
tions which had never yet been mounted; and the placing of these guns in
them at this time, when they were not, and could not be garrisoned, seemed
plainly to indicate a purpose that both the guns and the forts should fall into
the hands of the men who were rapidly driving the whole South into open
revolt. The officer in command at the arsenal and he who was to superin-
tend the transportation of the guns were from slave states. There was an
instant determination manifested in Pittsburg and the country round that
the guns should not be removed; and the exhibition of feeling was so strong
and so wide-spread that the order for their removal was countermanded.

This incident was a fair exponent of the course of the administration and
the condition of the country. The former was vacillating and faithless, the
latter distracted and torn by faction. Mr. Buchanan’s weak policy encour-
aged the seceding faction without satisfying them, while it exasperated and
humiliated all who were faithful to the republic. The seceders of South
Carolina came to believe, or at least to the bold declaration of a belief, that
there would be no attempt to defend the government by force of arms
against destruction. Coercion of “a sovereign body” was pronounced ab-
surd on general prineiples, and in the present case impossible; and, at the
same time, the right of any state to break up the Union for any reason, or
without any reason, and at any time, was asserted in another dogma, that
“sovereign” parties to a contract are themselves the only judges whether the
contract 1s violated and they absolved from it; a declaration which set ut-
terly at naught the preseribed authority of the Supreme Court to decide
upon the constitutionality of any state or national law, and which thus
showed the radically destructive purposes of those who avowed it. The
seceders also looked to the accomplishment of their purposes with impunity,
by reason of thc support, or at least the protection, of a powerful party—
the well-disciplined rank and file of the pure Democratic party—in the free
states. And these expectations were not entirely without reason. Many
men still looked upon secession as a mere political movement, the last, most
desperate effort of the slavery propaganda to retain its control of the nation-
al government, the culmination of the great game of bluff and brag which
that party had so successfully played for so many years. This, indeed, was
doubtless the original purpose of the greater number of those who took part
in the secession movement. Indeed, they openly avowed among themselves
that they proposed to secede, not for the purpose of destroying the Union,
but to force the free states to amend the Constitution in favor of slavery.?
Seeing this, and seeing, too, that without the Southern states the Democratic
party would practically cease to exist, there were quasi-assurances held out
privately, and even publicly in newspapers, by those who were blindly or
corruptly committed to the fortunes of that party, that all in the free states
who voted for other candidates than Mr. Lincoln (a large proportion, as we
have seen) would support the slave states in a contest with the national gov-
ernment.  On the other hand, the Abolitionists rejoiced at the prospective
destruction of the government and extinction of the republic, which they
had openly labored for fifteen years to bring about;! and the leading organ
of the advanced section of the Republican party—the New York Tribune—
admitted in terms the absolute right of secession claimed by the insurgents.?
And, finally, the Southern leaders believed, or professed to their followers
to believe, that any attempt of the government to maintain its authority
would be followed by such an utter derangement of trade, xnanufucturc:ﬂ,

* The commissioners sent by Mississippi to Maryland, and whom Governor Hicks, of the latter
state, declined receiving, in the course of an address to the citizens of Baltimore, on the evening of
December 9th, 1860, said :

‘* Secession is not intended to break up the present government, but to perpetuate it. We do

-MOt propose to go out by way of breaking up or destroying the Union as our fathers gave it to us,
but we go out for the purpose of getting farther guarantees and security for our rights, not by a
convention of all the Southern states, nor by Congressional tricks, which have failed in times past,
and will fail again. But our plan is for the Southern states to withdraw from the Union for
the present, to allow amendments to the Constitution to be made guaranteeing our just rights;
and if the Northern states will not make those amendments, by which these rights shall be secured
to us, then we must secure them the best way we can. This question of slavery must be settled
now or never. The country has been agitated seriously by it for the past twenty-or thirty years.
It has b«:un a festering sore upon the body politic ; and ‘many remedies having failed, we must try
Aamputation, to bring it to a healthy state.  'We must have amendments to the Constitution, and
if we can not get them we must set up for ourselves.” i

'° ““The abolition enterprise was started in 1831.
glavcr_v and save the Union. We then said, over the ruins of the American Charch and the Union
is the only way to freedom. From '46 to '61 we preached that doctrine.”— Wendell Phillips's
Speech at Music Hall, Boston, July 6, 1862,

'. (13 \Vhem“"fr any considerable section of our Union shall deliberately resolve to'go out, we shall
resist all coercive measures designed to keep it in."—N. Y. Tribure, Nov. 9, 1860.

Until 1846 we thought it was possible to kill
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and all the public relations of life in the free states, a
tion and anarchy, and thus render the government |
if not even to defend itself against the insurgent fore
in a measure justified by the deplorable condition into
weeks, commercial affairs at the North fell from a state ol
soundly-based prosperity. The South owed the North a-
competent persons at three hundred millions of ’dollars; anc
ing that this was one third too large, the’oonsequenees:qS
or even a temporary withholding so vast a sum, must needs
rangement and sudden ruin. The secessionists from the begin
only to suceess, regardless of the nature of the means they used

uences of their conduct to others; and this sum was in a €
withheld, for the double purpose of crippling those to v_vhom_l was du
using it to pay the expense of war with them. ~Collections of debts
states by creditors in free states became impossible in most cases,
consequence was wide-spread bankruptey and ruin at the North.
of the South had been allowed by law to suspend specie payments,
availed themselves of the privilege; and consequently they had
lowed in this respect by most of the banks at the North. The N
gland mills were either closed or running on half time; and throughout
North merchants and retail dealers reduced their force of salesme
manufacturers their force of workmen, or the time for which they employ
and paid them. Winter and want were coming rapidly upon hundrec
thousands of Northern people who had hitherto lived in comfort if
in plenty. This was sad enough, but rumor exaggerated it, and designi
politicians and corrupt journalists magnified and multiplied the exa &
tions of rumor.  For these reasons the seceders rested in confidence th t{«séé
attempt would be made at coercion (which was the name they gave to
use of the power of the government for the maintenance of the integrit;
the republic), and that they would be able first to defy the authority of the
national government, and then, if they chose, to usurp it.2 But in the free
states there was a steadily growing conviction that there would be a determ
ined attempt to detach all the Gulf and cotton-growing states from the
Union permanently, and with this conviction another, that such a severance
could not be accomplished, or even attempted, peaceably. Why the North
believed thus few could have told; but the belief pervaded the community
as latent electricity the air. The explosion seemed impending, and men be-
gan to look the awful probability of civil war in the face. -In the President
no one placed any trust, and Congress seemed incapable to cope with the
emergency—capable of nothing except vain babbling of compromise. Com-
mittees on the State of the Union and peace conferences of all grades, public
and private, came together and poured out a flood of talk upon each other
and the country, and then rose and separated, no nearer union or wisdom
than they were before. Men began to doubt, and to have reason to doubt,
whether there were patriotism, and virtue, and vigor enough in the land to
make even a respectable attempt to save the republic from disintegration.
In the midst of all this trouble, a great cabinet scandal broke forth. It was
found that $870,000 had been fraudulently abstracted from the Indian Trust
Fund and acceptances substituted, to which the name of the Secretary of
War (Mr. Floyd, of Virginia) were attached, and for the benefit of parties
with whom he had intimate relations. The effect of this shameful discov-
ery—made more shameful by the fact that the custodian of the bonds, the
Secretary of the Interior, Jacob Thompson, of Mississippi, was at this very
time in North Carolina as a commissioner from his state, working for seces-
sion—was to sap still farther the confidence of the nation in its own integrity.
What could be hoped of the people or the government when the President’s
very cabinet was thus rotten and honeycombed with corruption? - The only
gleam of hope was in the fact that the falsehood, the treachery, and the pec-
ulation were without exception on the part of the enemies of the republic.
And so loyal men here and there began to take heart, and gird themselves
up for conflict.

2 Senator Iverson, of Georgia, speaking in his seat on the 5th of December, 1860, said: ““We
intend, Mr. President, to go out peaceably if we can, forcibly if we must; but I do not believe,
with the senator from New Hampshire (Mr. Hale), that there is going to be any war. If five or
eight states go out, they will necessarily draw all the other Southern states after them. That is
a consequence that nothing can prevent. If five or eight states go out of this Union, I shonld
like to see the man who would propose a declaration of war against them, or attcm;:! to force
them into obedicnce to the federal government at the point of the bayonet or the sword. If one
state alone was to go out, unsustained by her sister states, possibly war might ensue, and there
might be an attempt made to coerce her, and that would give rise to civil war; but’ sir, Sonth
Carolina is not to go out alone. In my opinion, she will be sustained by all her S,‘oulh’crn ’Fisten
They may not all go out immediately, but they will, in the end, join South Carolina in this im;
portant movement; and we shall, in the next twelve months, have a confederacy of the Southern
states, and a government inaugurated and in successfal operation, which, in my opinion, will be
a government of the greatest prosperity and power the world has ever seen.” ?

The cool defiance which was thus freely given in the halls of the national capital was support-
ed by such declarations as the following in the leading Journals of the slave states :

““The Northern people have an enemy at their own doors who will do our work for us, if we
are not insane enough to take their myrmidons off their hands. ¢The winter of their disco'nlem’
is but beginning to dawn. They have a long, dark winter, of cold and hunger, impending over
;hoirdhcuds; before it is over they will have millions of operatives without work and without
read.

““In all human probability, before another summer melts their ice-bound hills, blood—human
blood—will have flowed in their streets. When cold and hunger begin their work, this deluded
rabble will ask alms at the doors of the rich with pike and firebrand in their ’hands Our
Northern enemies will then find that they have business enough to attend to at their own.doo
without troubling themselves about keeping forts on Southern soil. They have got the wolf?'
the ears,” and they have a fair prospect of being bit, unless we are charitable cnoug‘:x to take thz
beast off their hands. If the North can furnish bread for its paupers for the nex‘i five months,
well; if not, their rulers will answer for it in blood. It was simply the want of bread that
bronght Louis XVI. to the guillotine ; and New York, as well as Paris, can furnish her Theroi,
de Maricourt, who may sing her carmagnole up Broadway with Scwnrd"s head upon a pike s

“Our Northern enemies are locked up with their million o i i ’
they are to be kept quiet no man can u:l'.l."—CIarleston (,'ourifa?pcm‘"m for Sha e, wd 0wy



