
PROSPECTUS

OF

FOUR YEARS OF FIGHTING.

A BOOK OF BATTLES:
A Volume of Narrative, Adventure, Incident, and Personal Observation,

with the Army and Navy, East, WestEast, North, and South, from the first

Battle of Bull Run to the Fall of Richmond, by CHARLES CARLETON

CoFFIN,

"CARLETON,"
The Army Correspondent of the "Boston Journa," and author of" Wining

His Way," " Fe'owing the Flag," "My D]a d Nights on the Battle-
Field," etc.

BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED.

A Steel Engraving of the Author, in the highest style of art, by

RITCHIE. SEVERAL FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS on wood, from designs

by WAUD, EYTINGE, and other artists.

ANTIETAM ; SERMANl 8 BUMMERS ; JOHN BROWN IN CHARLESTON ;
RICHMOND IN FLAMES; PRESIDENT LINCOLN'S WELCOME TO RICHMOND;

GETTYSBURG BATTLE-FIELD; SHILOH CHURCH; A MississIPPI SCHOOL-
HOUSE; also, DIAGRAMS OF BATTLES.

The writer of this volume commenced his duties, as an observer of events,
on the 11th of June, 1561, continuing till the last rebel had laid down his
arms. He has had unequalled privileges for observing the great events of the
times. He was an eye-witness of the first battle at Bull Run, Fort Donelson,
Island No. 10, Fort Pillow, Memphis, Corinth, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Gettys-
burg, Fort Sumter, Wilderness, Spottsylvania, North Anna, Hanover Court



House, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, Weldon Railroad, and Five Forks. He was

in Savannah soon after its occupation by Sherman, and was one of the first

to enter Charleston in the hour of her deepest humilition He witnessed the

last grand movement of Grant around Petersburg, and rode into Richmond

with Weitzel's troops on the day of its occupation by the Federal forces.

His letters have given delight to millions of loyal hearts in our own land,
and many of them have been republished in England, France, and Germany.

His descriptions of battles are marked by clearness and vigor of comprehensive

statement, a truthfulness and correctness which give them a high historic value.

Officers, soldiers, and civilians, alike, have accepted them as trustworthy and

as best delineating the scenes and events of the various campaigns. His mna

de plume is a household wod the country through.

The lamented Major-General McPherson, Shrman's favorite commander, who

fell before Atlanta, was accustomed to read his letters aloud to the members of his

staff, around the camp-fire, often remarking that for clearness, terseness, and

vigor of description, they were unsurpassed in history.

The volume is wholly historic. In addition to the descriptions of battles,

incidents of marches, the camp, and the hospital, there is a capter of exceed-

ing interest, giving the secret history of the rebel cotton loan in England and

France, from original documents which were obtained in Richmond. Among the

papers in the possession of Mr. Coffin are letters from

JOuN M. MasoN, Rebel Minister to England;

JOHN SLDELL, Rebel Minister to France;

BARON ERLANGER, Banker, of Paris, Negotiator of the Loan

GENERAL C. J. McRAR, Rebel Agent in charge of the Loan;

JAMEs SPENCE, of Liverpool, Rebel Agent, and Correspondent of the London

"Times;"

G. C. MEMMINGER, Secretary of Rebel Treasury.

The correspondence between these parties shows how the loan was brought

out; how persons occupying positions of influence were bought up; what com-

missions were paid; who made money; how the English Press in general was

secured to the interests of the Rebellion; how the London "Times," in particular

was brought into the service of the Rebels; and how the Epero of France con-

gratulated Baron Erlanger on the success of his operations.

It is a chapter which will be read with eager interest on both sides of the

Atlantic.



The publishers believe that no book has been offered to the public surpass-

ing this in interest,- a volume which will always have a place in American

literature and American history.

This book will be sold by subscription exclusively. It will be issued in one

handsome octavo volume of about 600 pages, printed on fine paper, and in clear

type.

Bound in muslin, $3.50; in leather, $4.50.

TICKNOR & FIELDS,
PUBLISHERS,

lo. 124 Tremont Street,

BOSTON.

SiLIa~S1as



I., i ri~i aliiil~

.,;, u
s~ir

""""

iiil

,,

.iii

~ ""1:1l1ll"sI ,I:e

I ;I ; ;; ; ;i~~rB~EB~i~l; ; i : ; ~



FOR

FOUR YEARS OF FIGHTING,

BY

CHARLES CARLETON COFFIN.
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