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DEDICATORY LETTER.

To Wirriam D. GALLAGHER :

When I went to Cincinnati, in the Spring of 1847,
seeking the humblest placein the editorial corps of
a daily newspaper, indulging, at the same time, slight
hope that, one day, I might see my name over articles
in literary periodicals, I was anxious to see and know
you, because I had been informed that, holding an
humble post in an influential journal, you had risen
to the chief post, and had, meantime, added wealth
to the literary store of the West.

Because, when, afterward, I was a worker with
you, in the same office,* I found, contrary to what
had been told me, that you were a friend to striving
young men ; and because you were the first literary
man who encouraged me, by just criticism and good
advice, to write something more pretending than
“jtems,” I dedicate to you this volume of Tales and
Sketches, designed to illustrate frontier life and char-

e
* Daily Cincinnati Gazette.
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acter—to you, who, in my judgment, have written
about, and for the West, from just impulse, with just
purpose—to you, who have made no small sacrifice
for—Ah, me !" Western Literature.

However justly those terrible fellows, the critics,
may find fault with my unpretending romances, you
will have charity for them, because you know they
were written when “local” matters of fact com-
manded a large share of my days and nights; and
you know, too, that they are now republished from
the columns of the newspapers and magazines in
which they first appeared, with only such revision as
could be made on proof-sheets.

Accept, then, this frank epistle, and its intention,
as an honest acknowledgment that, if there be any
merit in this volume, it was developed under your
encouragement.

With highest regards,
Your indebted friend,

WILLIAM T. COGGESHALL.

Covomnes, Onlo,
May, 1860,
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