
MINUTES
AND FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS OF THE TRUSTEES

OF THE

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
OF THE

STATE OF FLORIDA

Tllahassee, Fla.. January 4, 19t7.
The Trustees me in Executive ofice.

Present:
NB. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. MeLin, Comnuniioner of Agriculture.

The following accounts were approved and orded
paid:

Catal City Bank of Tallahas .for Reed A.
Bryan, Agent, expenses in re drainage opera-
tions ........ ..... .. ......... ............. $290.2.-

. N. Witer, salay and expenses as State Select-
ing Agent ...... ......... .. .... ........ 12-.78

The Trustees then adjourned,

Attest:

W. M. INTOSH, JR., N . & BROWARD,
Secreta. Governor.
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Ta~lahassee, Fla., January 5, 1907.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

\. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Groom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following account was presented, approvad and
ordered paid:

John W. Newman, salary and expenses as Engineer
of Drainage ..... .......................... 150.00

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., January 10, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward. Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following accounts were presented, approved and

ordered paid:
Capital City Bank of Tallahassee, for Reed A.

Bryan, Agent, expenses in re building and oper-
ating dredges 7.0............. . 763.30

S. B. Chapin, making map for Trustees .......... 4.00
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.
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N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

: :- ab and set for

W. H. Ellis Attorney General.

B. E. MLn Commissioner of Agriculture.It appearing from the report of Johln W. Newman. En-

geer, tat Setio 13, Township 50 South of Range 41

East, contains pine land which would be available for the
Trustees in procuring wood for the use of the dredges.

it inwa p otherefore

.ODERED, That Section Township to uth of

Range 41 East, be reserved from sale and set apart for

directed to furnish a copy of this order to the ommi...
sioner of Agriculture with the request that he indicate
said reservation on the maps in his office.

The following account was presnted and ordered paid:

Lauderdale to inspect drainage operations......V5-25
The Trustees then adjourned.

Atte t:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Oovernomr.

Tall•ahaes, Fla., January 12, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Offlee.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott. State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The Commissioner of Agriculture reported the follow-

ing sales made Janary 7, 1907. in compliance with order
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of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, direct-

flowed lands, when not less than $2.00 per acre is o
to wit:

To J. C. Joyner:

All of Sections 25 and 26, Tp. 2 N., R. 18 E., containing
1,280 acres, at $2.00 per acre.

To G. V. Tillman:-

Sj of Nef, Nwj of Nw4., SA of Nwl,
SSec. Tp.S. R. E

Nj of Sej and Nw¼ of Sw ...... 31 28 23
Nw of Ne ....... . ......... I 29 24
SNw of Nw -... ........ ..... 11 29 25
Neo of Ne. .................. 35 28 26
Se- of Nei and Se .......... 35 30
Swi ........... ..... .......... 14 28

containing 799.53 acres, at 82.00 per acre.
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH. JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., January 26, 1907
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
W. V. Knott. State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin. Commissioner of Agriculture.
The Commissioner of Agriculture reported the follow-

ing sales in compliance with the order of te Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Fund, directing him to sell
scattered tracts of swamp and overflowed lands, when n
less than $2.00 per acre is offered to wit

To Mrs. Mollie C. Turner, a widow



several years under tax deed, and had been paying taxei

To H. B. Rainey and H. A. Ragle:
E of Ne and Sw of Ne of Se. 24, Tp. 33 . . 26 E.•

containing 120.00 acres, at $2.00 per acre.

of e of e22Tp4.1 , R, 16 E- con taining
0.25 acrts, at $2.00 per acre.

To Fred Cubberly:
Sof Nw of Se. 1. Tp. 10 S., R. E E., containing

40.00 acres, at $2.00 per acre.
To John C. Calhoun:

at, *la,, Janua• 30,

Ne. Ne Nw and E of Sej of Sec. 15, Tp. 6B.. R.
6 E., containing 281.65 acres, at $2.00 per are.

To William RHocker:
BSe of Sej of See. 36, Tp. 17 8.. R. 19 E., ontaining

39.9 acres, at $2.00 per acre.
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. 31. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.

Secretary. overfnor.

Tallahassee. Fla., January 30. T0,.
The Trustees met in Executive Offlice.

N. B. Broward, Govercur.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. H. Ellis, Attorey (eneral.
B. E. McLin, Commisioner of Agriculture.
C. C. Robbirds appeared before the TrusteeK and pvq-

scnted several tax certificates and a tax deed showing that
on Jul', 17, 1894 ie purchased fromi the State of FloriIa
certain tax certifirates, embracine the Nek of the of
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See. 11, Tp. 3 N., R. W., and that a tax deed covering
said land was issued to him by the clerk of the
Court of Jackson County, on the 9h day of Ju
and that since that time le has exercised full own
of the said Nej of \Ne of Sec. 11, Tp. 3 N., R. 8 W.
that he has made improvements on saidland an paid the
taxes thereon regularly, believing that it was his land, but
that he had recently discovered that the land was swamp
and overflowed land, and that the title thereto was still
in the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund. Mr.
Robbirds further said that it would be a great hardship
for him to lose the land and asked that, in view of the
circumstances, he be allowed to purchase said land at 50
cents per acre; whereupon it was

ORDERED, That the request of C. C. Robbirds be
granted, and that he be allowed to enter the Nel of the
Net of Sec. 36, Tp. 3 N. of R. 8 W. at 50 cents per acre.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. . McINTOSH. JR.. . B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., February 1, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present :
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The Commissioner of Agriculture reported that he had

sold to Frederick Alexson the Swi of Sw, Sec. 18, Tp.
2 S., . 5 W., containing 36.00 acres, at $2.00 per acre,
in compliance with order of Trustees directing him to sell
scattered tracts of swamp and overflowed lands at not less
than $2.00 per acre.



The following accounts were approved and ordered

Capital City Bank of Tallahassee, for Reed A.
Byan, Agent, expenses of drainage operations
for week ............ $445.25

Reed A. Bryan, Agent, inidental expenses in re
drainage for month of Januaryi ...... ........ 231.04

Merrill-Stevens Company, material to be used in
construction of dredge "Okeechobee" . ........ 866.33

S. W. Skinner, supplies for dredges............ 75.00
W. H. Albritton, beef for use on dredges......... 7.39
Stranahan & Co., supplies for dredges......... 147.14

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

WN. M. M eNTOSH. JR.. . B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., February 6, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Ofice.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott. State Treasurer.
B. E. MeLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following resolution was adopted:
Reso le, That from this date no swamp and overflowed

lands in the Drainage Distrit, under control of the Trus-
tees, will be sol for a price less than 5.00 per acre, except
Ssuih land as y be subject to overfow from salt water,
and not susceptible of drainage, for which the price will
be fixed by the Trustees, and that all offers to purchase
such swamp lad be reported to the Trustees for consid-

Resolved further That a copy of the foregoing resolui



tion be furnishedby the Secrety to t mmissi
of Agriculture.

The Trustees then adjourned.

W . M. McNTOSH, JR., "_. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., February 8, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following accounts were presented and ordered

paid:

The Capital Publishing Company for 300
copies circular, financial statement of
Trustees, 30 pages at $1.25 per page .. $ 37.50

Also part payment on printing 1,000 copies
minutes and financial statement of Trus-
tees ................ .............. .. 107.52

Making total of............................. .$145.02
John W. Newman, Engineer of Drainage, salary

and expenses, month of January..............; 150.00
I. N. Withers, salary and expenses as State Se-

lecting Agent ............................. 130.44
Capital City Bank of Tallahassee for Reed A.

Bryan, Agent, drainage operation....... .... 438.85
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH. JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.



The Trustees et in Executive Off ice. r to

accept e settlement made : them wih H. S. M allum

for trspasB u the•B • , an• S of S of SeC.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

w they tansmie w their report of 'ebruay 1st,

W. V. K amott, Stae Treasuer.being

W. H. Ellise Attlorney Teneral.an havg

. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.le-

fent was for trespass previouIsly made on these lan•.

Upon considering the reports of Messrs. McCall

Small, the Commissioner of Agriculture was directed to
accept the settlement made by them with H. S. McCallum

Sfor trespass upon the e ofesass ad Se of Se of Sec.

and 'overflowed ilans in Putnam County, hich were

10, Tp. sol, or 15 ., anof eceie their che for $6 0.35,

which they transmitted with their report of February 1st,
for the amount due the Trustees, being one half of the
compromise settlement. These lands having been sold

to I. J. McCall, December st, 190, , and the above settle
ment was for trespass previously made on these mands.

Also to write essrs. McCall & Small that there had
been no adjustment of t t he trespass matters on the swamp

and overflowed lands in Putham County, which were

recently sold, or lot 4 of Sec. Tp. 1 N., by . 16. Brisold
to Mrs. Mollie C. Turner, January 26, 1907, and they
desire them to make an adjustment of these matters,
under all the circumstances as they think right and
proper. Also in regard to the trespass upon the Sej of
Swi of Sec. 33, Tp. 3S., R. 16 R., by Mr. B. F. Brinson,
to settle the matter on an equitable basis and in their
settlement to include the sale of this land at $1.50 per
acre provided Mr. Brinson will pay $100 cash for the
trespass upon the same, as desired by them. Also that
no sales of any other lands in Clay County will be made
without firAt notifying them, and it is agreeable that
they will act with Gov. W. S. Jennings in the matter of
tresspasses upon the lands in Putnam and Clay Counties,
as suggested by the said Messrs. McCall & Small, this
bei matter entiry with m that the Trustees will
leave the other matters asreported by them in report to

. . . . .. •R ~ I



the said Trustees of February st, to be adjusted as pro-

each case to be referred to the Trustees for ra
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., February 14, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following accounts were approved and ordered

paid:
First National Bank of Live Oak, for Bryson &

Blackwell for lumber for dredge "Okeechobee".'.662.72
H. D. Blackburn, lumber for dredges.......... 300.0
Remington Typewriter Company ............... 2.

Realty Title & Trust Co., abstract of title... . 10.. 0
M.. W. Griffis, recording deed for Trustees....... 3.00
Capital City Bank of Tallahassee, for Reed A

Bryan, pay-roll work on dredges .............. 837.0
The Capital Publishing Company on account

printing minutes of Trustees ............... 180
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest :
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD

Secretary. Governr.



B. E. Lin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

Gv W. 8. Jenningss, Attorney for the Truste, pre-
sentedthe abstract un ihe lands of Clay and Puauim

Counties, together with a detailed rport of hs invetiga-
tintin an conclusion in regard to the title of the Trus-

tees to the lands therein deacribed.

It was ordered that the tecretary mak copie of the
two abetracts and that the originals be then transmitted
to the Commissioner of Agricunlture to be filed for refer-
ence in the Land Department.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. It. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. UROWAIRD.

e..r. tary. Governor

Tallahassee, Fla., 4 p. m. Feb. 19, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Offie.

N. B. Broward, Governor.

W. V. Knott. State Treasurer.

W. . Ellis Attorney General.
B. E. McLin Commissioner of Agriculture.
The Commissioner of Agriculture reported the follow

ing sales, made under order of the Trustees of the Inter-
nal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, directing
him to sell scattered tracts of the swamp and overflowed



WJ of Nei of Sec. 17, Tp. 27 S., R. 19 E., conta ining
80.00 acres, at $2.00 per a"ce.

To T. L. Wilson:

SW4 of NW- of See. 15, N of NE and N of NW
of See. 17, all in Tp. 27 S., R. 26 , cont•aing 20
acres, at $2.00 per acre.

To Heirs and Ragle:
Sec. Tp.S. R.E.

SW4 of NWJ ................ 1 33 26
SJ of NEf, and SWJ of NWl.... 2 33 2
EJ of NE ..................... 3 33 26
NE of NE........ .. . ....... 30 33 26
NEI of NWJ .................. 31 33 26

containing 318.50 acres, at $2.00 per acre.

To W. G. Long:

NEI of SW¼ of Sec. 24, Tp. 19 S., R. 25 E,
containing 40.25 acres, at $1.00 per acre, which has just
been patented to the State. Mr Long having produced
evidence that the same is swamp and scrub and has no
timber on it of value, as ordered by Trustees on 12th of
December, 1906.

And to S. S. Smith:
SJ of NWI and NEJ of SWJ of Sec. 4, Tp. 2 N., R.
12 E.,

containing 119.81 acres, at $1.25 per acre, which has just
been patented to the State. Mr. Smith having produced
satisfactory evidence that the same is all low and unfit
for cultivation and subject to overflow, most of it being
in a big grassy pond, with no timber of value on'it, and
it is only desired for a home pasture.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR, N. B. BBOWARID,
Secretary. Governor.



Tallahassee, Fla., February 25, 1907.

B. E. MLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
Th following accounts were presented, approved and

ordered paid:
The Capital Publishing Company, on account

printing for Trustees ................... $186.00
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., February 28, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

e following accounts were presented, approved and
ordered paid:
Feathste Foundry and Machine Co., material

for dredges ........ ....................... $2,590.03
l errill-Stevens Company, iron work and material

Stranahan & Co., hardware, etc., for dredges... 51.70
W. H. Albritton, supplies for use on dredges.... 6.10

Lainhart & Potter lumber for dredges. ......... 43.50



Florida Electric Co., electrical fittings and work
on dredges ......................... .. 49.60

The H. & W. B. Drew Co., profile paper for
A. Bryant, Agent..................... 10.5

Frank T. Budge, bushings, nails, etc., for dredg
Reed A. Bryan, expenses of operating dredges fo

month of January ....................... 27.
Capital City Bank of Tallahassee, for Reed A.

Bryan, Agent, pay-roll week ending Feb. 23
1907 .................................. 651.00
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., March 9, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Offioe.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. 0. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following accounts were presented and ordered

paid:

John McDougall, P. M., stationery and stamps for
Trustees ..............................

I. N. Withers, salary and expenses as selecting
agent .................... ......... 119.28
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Gvernor.



W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLi, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The Commissioner of Agriculture reported the follow-
ing sales made under order of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, directing him
to sell scattered tracts of swanp and overflowed lands,
when not less than $2.00 per acre is offered.

To John P. Sapp, a settler thereon:
SWj of NWi , see. 14, Tp. 4 S., B. 21 E.,

containing 39.87 acres, at $2.00 per acre.

To M. M. Smith and the Consolidated Naval Stores Go.:
NEJ of SEJ and Sj of SE e. Sec. 14, Tp. 40 S., B. 22 E.,

containing 120 acres, at #2.00 per acre.

To John Germainhard:
Wi of NE, See. 20, Tp. 22 8., B. 29 E.,

containing 79.95 acres, at $2.00 per acre.

To J. B. Jones, a settler thereon:
Lot 10, Sec. 34, Tp. 18 ., B. 16 E.,

containing 5 c10 res, at $2.00 per acre; and

To Allen D. Burnes:
E of NE+, Sec. 33, W4 of NWj, Sec. 34, Tp. 7 N.,,
R. 13 W.

containing 16084 acres, recently patented to the State, at
62 cents per acre, as ordered by the Trustees, Mr. uflurnes

having produced satisfactorY evidence that all of said land

acres, which has little value and no timber of value on it.



He only desires the land for a pasture, as he owns the
adjoinig lands.

The Trustees then adjouf0ned.

Attest:

W. M. cNTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., March 16, 1907.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. MeLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following accounts were approved and ordered
paid:

Featherstone Foundry and Machine Co., final

payment on contract under acceptance, August
14, 1905 ................................. ,360.00

Capital City Bank, for Reed A. Bryan, 3 pay-
rolls, week ending March 2, 1907; monthly ex-
penses of dredges Okeechobee and Everglades.. 1,014.72

Florida East Coast Railway Co., transportation
charges on material for dredges.............. 1,013.46

P. N. Bryan & Son, wood for use on dredges.... 563.0
Merrill-Stevens Company, pipes, cups, rivets, etc.,

for dredges ............................ 471.88
John W. Newman, salary as Engineer of Drain-

age .... .............................. 150:00
Prank T. Budge, hose, etc., for dredges........ 205.55
The Capital Publishing Co., furnishing maps and

checks for Trustees ................... ...
W. H. Albritton, meat furnished for dredges... 27



Dayton Supply Co., 1 spraying pump complete.. 15.75
Stranaan & Co., groceries for use on dredges. . •690.19••

S. B. Chapin, drawing map for Trustees ........ 3.00
The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Tallahassee Fa., March 25, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Oflice.

Present:
Nl. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasarer.
W. I. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. IMLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The Commissioner of Agriculture reported the follow-
ing sales made under order of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, directing him
to sell scattered tracts of swamp and overflowed lands,

less than 0 per acre is offere

SJ of NWj of See. 9, Tp. 2 N., R. 24 W.,
containing 90.36 acres, at $2.00 per acre.

To. C. C. Morgan:
Lot 1, See. 11, Tp. 43 S., R. 20 E.,

containing 307 acres, at $2.00 per re.



NEi of See. 20, S•  of•• SE of See. 27, and 1W of

NE* of Sec. 34, Tp. 21 ., R E
containing 159.82 acres, at $2.00 per acre.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B BROWAR
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., 3:30 p. m. Marh 25,
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present :
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
It being shown to the Trustees that an error was made

in describing the lands embraced in Deed No. 11395, issued
to Herbert W. Busse, October 27th, 1882, as being in Be-
yard County instead of Dade. The Commissioner of Agri-
culture was directed to prepare a quit-claim deed correct-
ing said error and submit same to Trustees for execution
by them.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W .M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., March 28, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. MeLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
Mr. Frank A. Teague appeared before the Trutees and

presented eveidence that he was duly authorized to



undr22nd, 1902.a f0 a nt f
It appearing to the satisfaction of the Trustees upon

evidence from the Land Department of Commissioner of
Agriculture, that 3,813.50 acres of swamp and overflowed

lands had bien patented by the United States Government

s ame being a part of the selections made by Mr. Samuel

W. Teague under order of March 22, 1902, as Agent of
Trustees. The Commissioner of Agriculture is directed

to convey to the said Teague, or his orderall islands or

r al Taut 0. W. Halwid, thato al

marsh lands in unsurveyed parts of Sections 3 and 4, and
35.77 aews in See. 9, Tp. 25 S., R. 37 E., containing 58n.77
acres, this being 15 of the amount patented and 13.75

acres balance due under order of March 22, 1902, it appear-

in- from the maps of te CoAnmissionerts otline that the
amount of acres to be conveed to the order of the said

Upon satisfactory evidence produced from s N. With-b

ers, F. A. Tegue and W illiam J. Hazlewood, that all

Tp. 25 S., R. 37 E., containing in all 1214.23 acres, re-

·· ··· ~ i



Jacksonville, Fla., February 18, 1907.

iTrustes of the Intrnal Improvement of FloridTallahanssee, Fla.
Gentlemen:-

In further response to your inquiry embraced in the
following preamble and resolution:

"Whereas, The lands offered to be p hase d by te
Hillinan-Sutherland Company, and which the Trustees
were considering a proposition to sell, appear from repre-
sentations made by the Hillman-Sutherland Company and
by Mr. B. A. Carter, who subsequently upon the declina-
tion by the 1Hilliman-Sutherland Company of the Trustees'
offer, offered to purchase the same, were sold for taxes
when the title to said lands was in other persons than
Trusees of the Internal Improvement Fund, and that tax
certificates are now outstanding as to some of said lands;
tax deeds having been issued as to others; and,

"Whereas, The Trustees not being willing to accept the
offer of twenty-five cents (25) per acre for certain lands,
and fifty (50). cents per acre for certain other portions,
and one dollar and twenty-five cents per are' for the bal-
ance of said lands; therefore,

"Be it resolved, That the offer of Mr. B. A. Carter be
and the same is hereby declined, and that the Attorney for
the Trustees, Hon. W. S. Jennings, be and he is hereby
requested to examine the title to said lands, prepare an
abstract of title thereof and to advise the Trustees of
their rights in the premises, and that the Honorable Com-
missioner of Agriculture be and he is hereby requested to
furnish the attorney for the Trustees with a list of sai
lands and a plat thereof.",

I beg to advise that during the progress of the examina.
tion of abstract No. 1778, prepared by ialty Title and
Trust Company, under date of November 30, 1906, consist-
ing of 473 items of lands in Clay County, Flrida, pre-
pared forhe Trustees of he Inter I ovemnt Fund
of the State of Florida under the above res ti, i
that the lands embraced in a deed made t

ii~llZIJ~A



thea InternalfImprveen Fud of Florida to th e St

western Railway Company July 8, 1889, a portion of

whi lands held by e rwards deeded back to the In ternal Improve
of the Internal Improvement Fund under direction of thed

Legislature.

tTruteesdeeded o ailroad Com any a. 189t p0ior acres

Railroad Company to Dexter Hunter, 0. A.

Budingon and W. J.t Wilrson 1892.. 1,9 lands cres
aird Company, Hnte. I nd f dington,

lson, et at, deeded to Trusaees ...... 051.08 acres n

ExEnr'rIoNs.

(1) Under the statute, State property is exempt from
taxation, which has been recognized as being applicable
to the lands held by the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund, and it would follow that all sales of said
lands of any part thereof based on an assessment prior to
the year 1891, are void for the reason that the lands were
not taxable when assessed. I find from an examination
of this abstract that certain sales of lands for the non-
paymet of taxes were made, based upon an assessment
rior to the year 1891, as mentioned in the following num-
ered items of sd abstract, to wit: , 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,
1 12, 13, 17 1, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23-, 24, 25, 35, 39, 41, 65,

66, 6, 6• , 698 71, 7, 74, 76, 77, , 79, 80, s86 87, 88, 89,
9 1 94, 95 , 9 ,9, , 99 and 100, and therefore all sales

n te above numbered items to said abstract
rare, in 'y opinion, void.

TAx SAS REDEEMED OR CANCeLLED.

(2) I find further that the lands under tax sales
referred to in said abstract under the following numbered

items thereof were either redeemed or cancelled in accord-

159, 160, 161, 163 164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 170, 171, 172,
1731 174, 177, 182, 185, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 195,



196 200, 201, 20 203, 204, 20, 206, 207, 208, 214, 218,
219, 220, 221, 222, 223, 224, 225, 226, 227, 229, 230, 233,
25, 236, 241, 250, 251, 252, 253, 254, 255, 256, 257, 260,
278, 279, 281, 282, 288, 289. 292,293,294, 2
300, 301, 302, 303, 307, 308, 313, 314, 320, 321,322,327,
328, 329, 330, 331, 332,333, 334, 35, 336, 337
340, 341, 342, 345, 346, 347, 351, 355, 356, 357,358,359,
363, 34, 365, 36, 374, 375, 376,377, 37, 379,
382, 386, 387, 388, 390, 391, 396, 397, 404, 405, 406,407,
408, 409, 410, 421, 422, 423, 424, 425, 426, 427, 4 29,
430, 431, 432, 433,, 433, 35, , 436, 437, 438, 439, 44
444, 450, 451, 454, 455, 458, 459, 461, 462, 470, 471, 47

and therefore sales based upon certificates embraed i
the abstract items above referred to could not be the
of a legal and valid tax deed, and all such ax deeds
be invalid.

Tax SALES.

(3) The abstract shows several certificates which now
remain in the clerk's office undisposed of, and should be
cancelled, for the reason that the lands were vested in the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida
and not subject to assessment, as ppears in the following
items of said abstract, to wit: 151, 152, 161, 162, 175, 236,
237, 246, 247, 248, 249, 261, 262, 263, 264, 265, 266, 267
268, 289 and 317.

(b) The abstract shows further certain certificates in
the clerk's office of Clay County which should be cancelled
or redeemed by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund, as appears from the abstract they should be
redeemed.

From statements of those interested in the railroad
company referred to which conveyed the lands back to the
Trustees, it is learned that they have a deep impression
that the taxes were paid on said lands for each ear after
the title was vested in the railroad company and its gran-
tees above named. If this status, which does not apper
by the abstract, can be established, the items of the
abstract numbers below should also e canelled which



the Western wa Compn -d i dh

oi tax sales were iade of certain of thee n for

niumbered items of sd abstract, to wit: 18, 187, 19M,

2, 154, 181 29 30 309, 34, 3

TAx DEED UNDEa TAX SAiES.

() The abstract frther shows that duig the years
I 1893 1901 duig the time that he lands were not

theB Western R y a i dals an 'the-

eenp t from taxation, certain t hax d s were issued for a
rtion of naid lands as appears in the following num

bered items of said abstract, to wit: 148, 149, 150, 186,428, 153, 27, 312, 34, 437, 442, 453, 4357, 468, 469.

TAx SLsE SUDLsTQUAT To 1900.

( nd from the abstract that after the deed had
band delivered by the Western Railway Conv

3Fund, thus 1ringing the lands within
exmta exationn sales were made for the non-pay-

m int of saild as appears by the following numbered

(6)91 find frm the albsIfntra be based upon andaeee55a



?and of n force and effect.

LiST AND ACREAGE.

(7) It appears from the abstract that certain lands
were sold for the non-payment of taxes, based upon assess-
ments during the years 1891 to 1901 inclusive, the period
that the lands appear to not have been vested in the Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund and were taxable
as follows, to wit:

Description
Item. Deeded to. of land. S. R. T. Acres.

148, W. B. Owen......... of SWJ 12 5 23 80
178, J. hM. Moody.......SW ...... 11 7 23 160
312, L. eeill...........N of SEj. 5 7 24 80
394, L. McNeill .......... All........ 7 7 25 640
437, Brown McCallum ... .All ....... 19 7 25 640
442, Brown McCallum.... N-J, NWj of

SE¼, Sj of
SW¼ ......21 7 25 440

453, Brown McCallum ... All ....... 27 7 25 640
457, Brown McCallum ... Al1 ........ 29 7 25 640
468, C. M1. Sweat ....... NEJ of SW& 20 7 27 40
469. C. M. Sweat........NEI of SWJ 20 7 27 40
186, John A. Graham... .W of NWJ,

NW ofNEj 14 7 23 120
In examining the tax sales above referred to and em-

braced in the above items of the abstract last above enu-
merated, covering the lands described in the above para-
graph, with a total acreage of 3,520 acres, I found it
necessary to extend my investigation beyond the informa.
tion exhibited by the abstract touching the regularity of
the assessments, order of levy, by whom listed, date of
assessors warrant, if any, sfficiency and correctnes of
publication, proof of advertisement and record thereof,
notice of application for tax deed, sufficiency ofts publi
caton, record of advertisement in Clerk's office and com-



ariW. B. OE ieiN. ion. t pea
certifcate No. 58, sale of April 3, 1893, deed datld June

examine into the regularity of its execution. It appears
from the abstract hat sale was based upon an assessment

made under the "Hammond Law" which provides for the
cerliication of lands that the taxes are not paid upon as
prescribed by law, and expressly prohibits the tax sale of
lands for the non-payment of taxes as expressed in said
law. Chapter ...... , 1891.

There does not appear to be a warrant as prescribed by
law, executed by the Assessor to the Collector, in the Tax
Book delivered to the Tax Collector and issued by him in
the colection of taxes and upon which is noted the pay-
ment of taxes as collected.

Special arch was made in the office of the Clerk of the
Circuit Court with the assistance of the Clerk and of the
Tax Collector, who was formerly a deputy clerk in said
office, for the proof of advertisement of said lands for sale,
S and none was found.

This, and other irregularities not deemed necessary to
set forth here, are the facts upon which I base the conclu-
sion that this tax sale was void.

J. M. MOODY.

The lands referred to in item 178 of the abstract appear
to have been assessed to unter, Buddington and Wilson
and so for the non-payment of taxes for the year 1897,
at sale of August 1, I898, certificate No. S5 having been

issuedupon hih a tax deed was based and executed to
J. M. Moody October 20, 1900.

Among the fatal irregularities noted from this investi-



required by law, and the further fact that there appears
on the Tax Collector's book used by him for the collection
of taxes a pencil memoranda noted on the page and in the
space where the lands embraced in this item are
in said Tax Collector's book the words "J. M. Moody.
Paid." Mr. N. Holt, the present Tax Collector of Clay
County, assisted me in this investiation, and his
tion was called to this pencil memoranda, and hei w
asked for his unders ding of what it meant, which was
to the effect that it meant that J. M. Moody had paid tax
on the lands described in item 178 of this abstract for the
year 1897; and therefore it is my conclusion that theax
sale referred to in this item is invalid, and deed base
thereon is void.

186. JoHN A. GRAHAM.

The lands embraced in item 186 of said abstract appear
to have been assessed to H. D. Hunt for the year 1892,
and were sold for the non-payment of taxes April 3, 1893,
certificate No. 157 having issued, upon which tax deed
issued January 27, 1897. It is probable that this last
date is erroneous. I was unable to vertify these dates.
This sale is also based upon the "Hammond Law," which
provides for certification and prohibits tax sales. No Tax
Assessor's warrant appears affixed to the Tax Collector's
book on file in the Tax Collector's office and used by him
in the collection of taxes for the year named, neither does
there appear to have been any proof of advertisement filed
in the Clerk's office, as requested by law. This, and other
irregularities force me to the conclusion that this sale is
void and the tax deed based thereon invalid.

312, 394, 437, 442, 443, 457.

L. McN.ILL.
BROWN MCCALLUM.

The six items of the abstract, numbered 312, 39, 43,
442, 443, 457, appear to be tax sales of landstherein



as a matter of convenience; the same facts appearing to

during he collection of taxes for the year 17S95 upon
"ia • " ' sirv HI^ "S rll El P t !O

•  
• °".which this tax sale is based, a warrant of the Assessor

commading the Tax Collector to collect said taxes, etc.,
as is prescribed by law, or any proof of publication of

Ssale had been iled in the Clerk's ofice as is
p ibed by w nor of record in the Clerk's ofice, as is

prescribed by law. I examined on this point the original
reporths of the Tax Collector on file in the Clerk's office
in loose sheets filed by the Collector, the record of tax

and original issue of the newspaper that was p
lished at that time in Clay County under the name of
"The Spring" and the record of tax sales, the miscella-
neous records and indexes, with the assistance of the
Clerk and Mr. E. N. Holt, Tax Collector, formerly deputy
Clerk, and did not find any proof of publication of said
tax sakA list embracing these lands for the sale of June 1,
1896.

It is, therefore, my opinion, based upon these facts and
others not deemed necessaryto et forth here, that all of
these sales embraced in the last six items of the abstract

ferred to herein are irregular and illegal, and that the
tax deed based thereon is invalid.

468. C. M. SWEAT.

The abstract shows the lands embraced in item No. 468
to have been d forthe non-paymet of taxes for the
year 1892, at a tax sale of April 3 1893. 1 found upon
examination of the original tax books on file in the Tax
Collector's office, which was used by him in the collectioa

of taxes for said year, that there was no warrant afflixed
to said book by the Tax Assessor to the Collector, as re-

quired by law. That there is no proof of advertisement of



e same as under the "Hemaind Law," which prohibits

the sale of lands for the no n-payme nt of taxes as anda thr*
fore it is my opinion that thn the e lwas void, ao i the

otadeed isued theolreuder s invi te od.

469. C. 11. SWEAT.

1893, there appears pased in item No. 4n of said abstract are

tbooke sa warrant thd by those braced in item No. 4, and appear

nder date of Octoler 4 ... the s e yof June 4, 1 , fr te
Iregard this of taiss ass fatal d the l f the
any proof of advertisement on file in the OlTx Cllectsor
any record i the Collef reuiredn the collectio o taxes

3,other irregul arties that camn e nder my inside over o sai

book a warrant signed by the Assessor to the Collector
under date of October 4, .... year not being stated.
I regard this omission as a fatal defect I failed to find

any proof of advertisement on file in the Clerk's office, or

other irregularities that came under my observation relat-
ing to this assessment and sale, lead me to the concluion
that this sale was illegal, and that a tax deed ased
thereon is invalid. .

The research incident to the preparation and examina-
tion of this abstract has been so extensive, both in law
and as to matters of fact, that to submit authorites to
sustain the legal propositions submitted as a test of the
regularity of assessment and sale and the validity :o the
tax deeds thereunder would seem to make this repo't ti o
voluminous, and for this reason are omitted, and the prop
ositions merely stated, which are, in my opinion, we'
founded in law.

The 473 items in the abstract, No. 1778, have been dealt
with and classified as above set forth, and the method
adopted by me as a matter of convenience in treatingthe
subject under investigation and considerati and
fore the abstract itself necessarily becomea a
report.



I 3th abstractr with the many other matters that I haveand therefore I am forwarding to you this original copy,

w ithout retaining a copy, an •• t be t~h••e • h isoriginal be kept on file in the oie of the Honorable Con

missioner of Agricultureorwih he the Inter-

nal Improvement Fund, as you may deem best, as the

basis of this opinion, and that it may be subjet to m-

being provided with a copy should it be desired.

way Company deeded said lands, amounting to 11,891.08
acres, to Dexter Hunter. 0. A. Buddington and W. J. Wil-
son; that on July 8, 1891, Hunter, Buddington and Wil-
son and their wives and the Southwestern Railway Coin-
pany reconveyed certain of these lands, amounting to
9,051.08 acres, to the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund of the State of Florida; that there are no

other conveyanes or inumbranes relating to the main
itle of said lands or any of them, save and except those

referred to in said abstract being based upon tax sales.

I find further, that as a matter of law that said lands
were exempt from taxation rior to the year 181 and

subsuent to the year 1900; that there are 48 items set
forth in said abstract that are subject to this disposition;
I find further, that all sales that were redeemed or can-
celled would not be a legal basis upon which to issue a
tax deed, and that there is in this abstract 177 items



are thirteen tax sale certificates inthe Clerk's office undis-
posed of and should either be cancelled or redeemed, which
I recommend; that there appears to have been eight sales
for the non-payment of taxes on certain of the
subsequent to 1900, during which time the l
exempt from taxation, which findings dispoe of all the
items in the absta except 11 uner the head
Deeds," "List and Acreage," which have been set forth
more at length, showing by items of the abstract to
tax eeds were issued, the description of the landa
acreage which has been treated at greater length for
reasons which I trust will be apparent, resulting in my
having reached the conclusion that all of said tax sales
were irregular for reasons stated, and that the tax deeds
thereunder were invalid.

By your resolution on the subject I was 'requested to
examine the titles to said lands, prepare an abstract of
title thereof and to advise the Trustees of their rights in
the premises." Having caused the abstract of title to
said lands to be prepared, and having fully ex amined the
same and the law governing the legal questions involved
as set forth and indicated by the above report, I have
reached the conclusion that the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of Florida are vested with the legal
title to 9;051.08 acres of land described in the deed to
them by the railway company, Hunter, Huddington, Wil-
so. et ai., under date of July 8, 1899, and that all persons
having entered, occupied or used any of said lan th
timber or products therefrom, upon any pretext or clai
based upon any of the above enumerated ta les have
done so without valid or lega title, and are liable as tre-
passers for the value of property or products derived from



35conversion.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

Yours very truly,
W. S. JENNINGS,

Counsel fr the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of Florida.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

IW. f. MlcINTOS, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., April 9, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor,
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. HI Ellis, Attorney General.
B. . Mc Lin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following bills were- presented, approved and

ordered paid:
The H. & W. B. Drew Co., 2 yds. tracing cloth... .$ .96

Jos. Price, Ck. Cir. Ct. Putnam Co., recording deed
for Trustees ....... ...... ... .... ....... 3.15

Buffalo Forge Company, pinion and shaft for No.
1 F orge ........ ... .. . .. ....... . . ... . ... .41)

J. J. Hodges, Dep. Clerk U. S. Court, cost of court
in re Kittel vs. Trustees ..................... 41.75
Adkinson & Cox, work on buglar-proof safe for
T ru stees ....... ......... ...... ...... ...... 2.01)

John W. Newman, Engineer, salary for month of
M arch ................ ............ .......... 150.00

Reed A. Bryan, expenses of operating dredges
for month of February, 1907-miseellaneos ... 223.89



16, 1907 ................. .. ... . ... ... 33i1 .'7•5

Tallahassee, Fla., April 12,1907.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. 11. Ellis, Attorney General.

. E. MeLin, Commissioner of Agri

ing sales made under order of the Trustees of the
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida dictigi
to sell scattered tracts of swamp and overflowed lands,
where not less than $2.00 per acre is offered:

To E. H. Morgan and Mellie . Morgan Nw
3, Tp. :7 S., R. 25 E., containing 157.54 acres, at $2.00
per acre.

To Mrs. Davie Lindsay Worcester, Lots and of See.
26, and lots 3 and 4 of Se. 35, Tp. 36
ing 120.93 acres, at $2.00 per acre.

To Isaac H. Trabue, Lot 1 of See. 1, T. .20
containing 16.45 acres, at $2.00 per acre.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. A. Mc lNTOSHL JR., N. B. BROWART,



TaF a. pril 1, 10..
Present:

W. . Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin Conissioner of Agriculture.

The following accounts were presented and ordered

apital City Bank of allaassee, for Reed A.
Bryan, agent, pay-roll for dredges Evedgldes

and Okeechobee an dynamite crew and for
miscellaneous expenses onth of March, 1907..1 2404.74

Red A. Bryan, agent, sundry expenses for month
of March, 1907, in re drainage . .......... 201.34

The Trustees hen adjourned.
ttest:

W. 1M. MclNTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., April 26, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

Mr. W. J. Hillman, representing the Hillmann-Sutler-
ad Company, appeared before the Trustees and offiered

which had been agreed upon for the purchase of the lands
reinafter described, at the price stipulated, and for

4



about June 4th, 1906, and in addition, offering to paySeight per centinterest on the amount of the purchase

none from the date of said adraft to the present. '.
further agreeing to pay the Trustees the amount they had

expended for an abstract of sai n

indicatoe that ad Sta hia .an .clam to 7• ;*

furnish the said Hillman-Suthe d Compay a copy
said abstract.

It being shown to the Trustees that the said company

who held tax deeds, under sales made while the lande

or their assigns, and the records in ay County did not
indicate that the State had any claim to the lanids. iThe
Trustees recognized that there was no moral and equitable
right vested in said Hillman-Sutherland Company, and
perhaps a legal title to several thousand acres of said
land, therefore the Trustees agreed and directed that the
Commissioner of Agriculture prepare a deed or deeds for
the following lands at 53 2-3 cents per acre, viz:

Sec. Tp. R. Acres.
NeJ, E½ of Nw`, Net of Se+ and SJ E. S.

of Sw ....................... 12 5 23 362.38
Se .......................... 14 5 23 10.98
Sw i ......... ................. .11 7 3 160.34
W½ of Ne¼, Nwi, N- of Sw, and Sej

of Sw I.... .... ......... 13 7 23 361.30
W½ of NeI and Nj of Nw I........ 14 7 23 160.32
Nw¼ of Swj and Sj of Swj ........ 27 7 23 120.34
Set of Se¼ ... ............. .29 7 23 40.04
Swj of Nei, S½ of Nwj and Se4 of

e ........................ 33 7 23 160.62
Ej of Se ..................... 8 4 24 80.10
Swi of _Nwj, S½ of 5e, and NJ of

Sw ..... . 18.. ....... 4 24 200.20
Se f Se4l . ...... ...... .... 28 4 24 40.18
Wj of Nej and Sej of Se .......... 34 4 24 119.78
Lot ...... ................... 1 5 24 50.06I
Lot 1.............. 3 5 24 00: = ++ ''• * " i=I~~ si=1 "+•+'"; "· "YI$1~i•+~, : +'•i

+ + + : +G +I+++++ +++



VN of Nei w .. .................. .3 24 40.08

-SofNgoandw o ........ :.. 76 264 0.84

t5 7 25 1t9.94~~

S .......... ........ 7 25 324 0.1 9

19 7 t25i 64072

Se o and .. .. ........ ........ 23 7 25 20.45

Sof Se ................ 27 7 24 840.00
L t2 of N7 of .. . ..... .. 8 24 80.63
Ej ... .. ... .. ... ... .. ... 7 7 27 420.51

Set ofSe and Se4 { of Sw ... .. ....... 271 7 24 200.15

Wj of Se} and f.............. 2 7 24 400.70

ALo 1 of (or 1o3 ..... . 2 2 580.00

Nw} of Sel and S lad of SJ.......6 31 25 719.8

SWA Nw, w of Se anS of L .E .

42 4 7 25 319.84
A ll ...... ' * .. ..* * ..... .. 7. 7 25 640.08

Ne} of Nw)l and 81 of Svwj ....... 1 7 25 119.91

Ne4 4w . .. 7 27 40o06
a nd ........... I .. 7 25 6 S.4

A ll .f.N. ............ ... ......... .1 7 25 64

MNw of Ne-1, Re of Nel, andS of N)

Nei of Se} and Nj of Swl. ....... 233 7 25 312.4,-
A ll ......... . . .. . . ........ U 27 25 149.00

NW41 Of Nwi ........ .. ......... 7 7 27' 40A00
Nei of Nw41 ......... . . ........ 30 7 27 4 0.00

Total Clay County. .. . .. ... . .. .. .... .. 7.56084.
Andth fllwi g lad a 13416pe ce.vz

S. E.B
Sel Of Ne ... ... .. .. .. .. .. 6 2 3 .8
NJ ofNeiSel o Nei Ný o Nwj
NJ ofSef nd N of wj ...... 33 23 61.4
N W 1 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 20 6 2 15 .8



N of e 4 ....... ......... 28 3 24 40.07
W of Selt ....... ......... 2 3 24, 80.0

otal Duval County ........ .. ....... 161.30
Which sums per acre cover te t f entse

acre and $1.25 per acre, including the interest agreed upon,
as above stated.

It was further agreed and directed that the said Hill-
umx-Sutherland Company is not o held liable for tres-
pass by the State or the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
nient Fund for any trespass they ave have comitted
upon any of the lands covered by the deed to the said
Railroad Company or its representatives, from the Trus-
tees, or that were conveyed by the Railroad Company to
the Trustees or the Sate in pursuance of an act of the
Legislature of 1899, the said Hi llma n-Sutherlnd Co
pany having been innocent purchasers of the lands with-
out notice that the State claimed title by re-conveyance
to the Trustees. The said Hillman, for said company,
agreeing to settle on a reasonable basis for any trespass
on any of said lands, other than those in the deed by said
Railroad Company or its representatives, to the Trus-
tees, even though said company may have operated under
taix deed or deeds from other parties.

The Trustees then adjourned
Atest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Talilahassee, Fla., April 27, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B, E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.



followR., 2 E ntaining 42 acres at $2.00 per ote re.
ILntry, Nn ••en F of he Stofate 3• r• da.2

fw 1 laE., ntadninh 41.71 acres at $2.00 per a ccr.

To N. DW ain wrg of Lots 4 and Swof Sec. 36 Tp.
IN., R. It E, containing 81.650 •• !'cres of Internal Improve-

ndproper, at $1.10 per acre, as directed by Trus-
ees on 17th day of April, Mr. Adams having produced
tisfactory evidence that all the timber of value had
en cut and tat said land was not wort over said

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. iciNTOSHI. JR., N. B. BROWARID,
SKeretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., May 2, 1907.

Trustees met in Executive office.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

The following order of Judge Charles Swayne was pre-



AT PENSACOLA.

cLEON B. BRoWAR, A. C. Caoom W. H. ELWS, W. V.
KN AND B. E. McLIN, As TRUSTEES OF TH INTERNAL
IMPROVEMENT FUND OF THE STATE O FLOIDA, AND THE

WIsiNE LAND COMPANY, THE FLORIDA COAST LINE &
TRANSPORTATION CO. ET AL.

This cause coming on to be heard upon the application
of the complainant for an interlocutory injunction, ac-
cording to the prayer of the bill, and the same having been
argued by counsel for the complainant and for the defend-
ants, Trustees aforesaid, and having been considered by
the Court,

IT IS ORDERED, That the said defendants, Napoleon
B. Broward, A. C. Croom, W. V. Knott and B. E. McLin,
and each of them, be and are hereby enjoined rom selling
or disposing of any of the lands excepting one hundred
thousand (100,000) acres hereinafter mentioned, patented
to the State of Florida by the United States under the
Act of Congress of September 28, 1850, not .eretofore sold
or disposed of, and from pledging, incumbericng or t -

wise charging the same or any part thereof for tlh purpo
or dsposed of, and from pleding, incumbering or ot wi
charging the same, or ay part thereof for the pup
of drainage or relamation, under con
person or corporation, or therwise, until the
order of the Court. he said Truss
have the right to sell or otherwise dispose of, said lands, a
number of acres ot exeein



Snnon shall st disolved unless the com-
plainant shall, within twenty days from this date, execute

and file in the office of the Clerk of this Court a bond,
with two good and sulicient sureties, to be approved by

the Clerk of said Court, in the sum of ten thousand dol-
lars (0,00), conditioned o pay to the said defendants
Trustees as aforesaid, such damages as they may sustain

by the issuing of this injunction if the same shall be
dissolved. CHARLES SWAYNE,
May 2, 1907. Judge.

The following resolutions were adopted and ordered
spread upon the minutes:

Resolved That hereafter the Secretary keep a strict

Ith above order by Judge Charles Swayne, and that the
proceeds thereof shall be used exclusively for the pur-
poses of drainage and reclamation.

esolved, That the order heretofore made to pay bills
epeses from the Internal Iproveent

, e ad is hereby suspended.

The Commissioner of Agriculture reported the follow-
ing sales ade under order of the Trustees of the Internal

Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, directing him
to sell scattered tracts of swamp and overflowed lands

where not legs than $2.00 per a(re is offered, viz:



To. M. McINTOSHte JR Nof SBe.

T2, 19, :

T he Trusmtees then adjourned.e f I

W. M. -t 31 :1 NTOSH JR., N. BI. BROWART).

Secretary. Gaovernor.

Present:

A. C. Croom, Comptroller..
W. V. Knott, 1State Treasurer. :
W. . Ellis, Attorney General.: :
B. E. 1McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The Commissioner of Agriculture reported the follow-

ing sales made under order of the Trustees of May 2
1907, directing him to sell swamp and overflowed lands
at not less than $3.00 per acre, viz:

May 9, to Telfair Stockton, the SE j of SE , S. 28,
T. 31 S., R. 22 E., NEJ- of SE*, See. 17, and 8j of SW
S, Sec. 21, T. 32 S., R. 22 E., containing 160.90 acres at
$3.00 per acre.

May 13, to E. R. Childers, the NOW. I of NW. 1, SW.
of SE. I and NE. SW. N., Se. 6, T. 33 S., R. 26 E.,

containing 119.85 acres at $2.00 per acre.

May 16, to J. J. Teard, NW. j of NW. -1, See. 9, T. 38
S., R. 24 E., containing 40 acres at $2.00 per acre.

And toDe Soto Fruit Co., SW. j of NE. , .4 T.
39 S., R. 24E., containing 40 acres at•$2.00 per acre.

And to J. C. Ohapline, Lot 1 ee. 3 S., R. 17 E.,
containing 37.15 acres at $2.00 per acre.

As the cheeks had been mailed to the Commissioner of
Agriculture in payment of above lads in rely to office



onrle c oft re
And to J. C. Joyner, Lot 2, Se. 10, T. 2 N., R. 16 E.,

March 27, 1907, byMcn Trustees; thesaid Joyner having pur-of

a tax deed to it, all timber having bTallahasseen cut as stated by

rl u e nu e3808 of Hiliman-

McCall and Small Spectial agentsional nk of look up
all trespasses on State lands who state uthat $1.00 per acre

is all the land is wrth.by deeds

the. u o of Aprl 26th, 190. Please

The following co•nication from Hon. B. E. MLin,Commissioner of Agriture, was received and ordered

STallabasse, F ., May 15, 1907.

I herewth enclose you check Dumber 3808 of Hillman-

Yours very truly,



Prminutesent:

SOUTHERN STATES LAND AND TIMBER CG• PAN vs. NA1-A.LEON P. BROWARD, A. C. CRoOM, W.H E iW .

W. V. Knott State Treasurer.r

KNOTT AD B. E. McIN, AS T sof Agriculture.

minutes:

IN THE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT, NORTH-
ERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA,

AT PENSACOLA.

SOUTcIRN STATES LAND AND TIMB ER COMPANY VS. NAPO-P

KNOWM' AND B. E. LIN, As TRU STEES OF THIE INTER-
NAL IMPROVEMENT FUND OF THE STATE F FLORIDA,
AND THE WISNER LAND COMPANY, THE FLoRIDA COAST

LINE AND TRANSPORTATION COMPANY, ET AL.i

This cause coming on to be heard, upon the appiction
of complainant for a modification of the interlocuto :
injunction be and is hereby modifled, so that it shall ired
May, 1907, and it appearing that such m ifiction is
proper for the protection of the 'ight of the aa
intended to be protected by the said oe hee e
granted:

Now, therefore, it i ordered that the said in
injutin be and is herey modif th
as follows:
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It is "ordere tha ther saie eedns teo

E. Mc~in, as Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
of th e State of Florida, and each of them, and their uc-

cessors in the said trusts, be and are hereby enjoined until

he urtherorder of thins ourt from sling or disposing

Sa he lands described in the exhibits attached t
Sbil omplaint in cause, and from sel ing or

disposing of any of the other lands patented to the State

nd from pledging, incumbering or otherwise bcarging
the same, or any part thereof, for the purpose of drainage
or reclamation, under any contract with any person or
corporation, or otherwise.

There is exempted from the operation of this order
lands of se granted to the State of Florida by the
United States under the Act of Congress of September
28, 0, of an acreage not exceeding one hundred thou-
and acres (100,000) and a selling value not exceeding

fiy thousnd dollars ($5,000), such lands to be se-
lected by the Trustees or their sucessors in trust. How-
ever, none of the lands described in the exhibits to the
Bil of Complaint are included in this exemption. The
defendants, Trustees, or their successors in trust, may,
after six months from this date, apply to this Court
or further order, exempting other lands from the oper-

ion of this injuncton. Nothing in this order shall be
construed as a determination of the rights of the parties

tothissuit to the lands involved in this suit.

This injunction shall stand dissolved unless the con-
plainant shall, within twenty days from this 4date, exe-

te and file in the office of this Court, a bond, with
Sgood and sufficient sureties, to be approved by the

Clerk of said Court, in the sum of ten thousand dollars
($10,000) conditioned to pay to the said defendants, Trus-
tees as aforesaid, such damages as they may sustain by

CHAS. SWAYNE TJudge.



20, 1907, F. W. MARSH, Ulerk.,

Sidae rStates of America,
heNorthern District of Florida.set

(1 F. W. Marsh, Clerk of the Ciroit Court of the Unite

ate in and for the Northern Distri of Florida, and th

Subjctans a true and correct copy of the original order

Trustees of the ma I. Fund of rFord in said Crt.

The Trustees of the Internal Ipaprovmgn * ~ th
StIate of Flotsrida, Talla e Fla,.I

Gentlemen: ' ..*
Solictors for the complainant int above enttle

cause have caused to be served uiponj .e, f a ply fa~g
and I presume have forwarded a cyofjhe rae -iBc'to you that the opl hereunto se m hand and the

has. Swayne, Jge of sai id Cot at te Cit o20th day of May 9 21s at ten of May, A. D. 1907.

Jacksonville, Fla., May 17, 1907.

thereafter as counsel s Land and T ber Company v
Trstes al o r he 1. ra d of Florda, et a

190,Te T that t shall ntenant F d ofattached to said be served upon of a not

oand I prein have forwarded un copy of the same notice

hr te as co elcane heard, to modify the injun

age and relamatin urosesexcet on alition



bill.

This, of course, is a very important matter, and it is

• . u A r~wrieLMBmRR COMPANY, Din-

to be present at the hearing of this motion on the 20t

hainstant Yours very truly,

oAT PENSAOLA.

THA LOUISVILLE & NASHYILLE RAILROAD COMPANY VS. bNA-
POLEON B. BROWARD, A. C. Coom, W. Hf. ELLIS, W. V.

been dismissed as to Neill G. Wade by the complainant;
and a decree pro esso against ihe Tallahassee South-

eastern Railroad Company has been duly and lawfully
entered, and thsame having en argued by the solicitors

and considered by the Court and, it being advised of its
decree;



said defendants, Trustees, or their predecessors in o o e,

ans the lands embraced in Exhibit BQ " to the Bill of
sComplaint t Neill G. W ade on July 3, 1902, for the

uecreeof to hundred and twenty-thda ree thousandeight
husaied a twesum nt -for ls (ie 223,824.) and that

the optiion that the complainat *atth deBHtiet
the conveyance by the said as B rustee,, and

thei r pr edecessors in office, have sice said sale't

it of the lands embraced in Exhibit "A" .t8B'l''!:iad
had the s aid n their possession and investit ed at

the rate of 2 1-2prveent. annu an d dee

decree against the said defendants, Trustees, for the

the said sum of money so hreceived; and the Court being of

isant f eight hunds rembd anced n Exhibit "A" les the lands

withembraced in Exhibit "B" to the Bill of Complaint and

sold to the said Neill G. Wade, and is entitled at its
electing, to the said sum of money so

principal an the said sale, with interest a aforesaid.

onow, thoereforeitisorderedsan, adjudged and dereed that

the said defendants, Napoleon B. Broward A. C. Croon,
W. TT. Ellis, W.. . Knott and B. E. .Mcin, Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida, and their
erncessors in office, e and are hereby required to pay to

the said sum of two hundred and twenty-three thou-
sand, eight hundred and twenty-four dollars ($223,824.00)

he re of 2 per cent. per annum; -wit: the interest
amounting to ntyseven thousand two hundred and
qeventy-ei-ht and 55-100 dollars ($27,278.55), the said

($251,102.55) with interest at the rate of eight per cent.



mid defendants, their lands and tenements, goods and

defendants to the complainants, as herein decreed, the
said defendants are enjoined and restrained from using,

or fro paying it, or any part thereof, to any person
other than the complainant.

It is further ordered. adjudged and decreed that the
said defendants, Trstees, do pay all the costs of this

except the sts incurred in thei prosecution of the
itervention of the Atlantic Lumber Comipany, and in

prosecution of this cause as to Neill G. Wade, and
the prose ion of this cause as to the Tallahassee South-
eastern Railroad Copany, the costs payable by the said
defendants, Trustees, being hereby taxes at

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that the
lahassee Southastern Railroad Company, do pay the

costs inurred in the prosecution of this suit as to the
Tallahassee Southeastern Railroad Company; that the
complainant do pay the costs incurred in the prosecution
of this suit as to eill G. Wade; and that the com-
plainant do have execution against the said Tallahassee

thetern Railroad Company for the costs taxable
agains the said defendant, which are hereby taxed at

Done in open court, in the City of Pensacola, Florida,
this.............. day of May, A. D. 1907.

(Signed) CHAS. SWAYNE, Judge.

United States of America,

Northern District of Florida.
, F. W. Marsh, Clerk of the Circuit Court of the United

Sorthern District of Florida, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is true and complete and cor-

ret copy of a certain fina decree and order ade and
entered in said Court, in the cause therein specified asin L Tl~~;·.,,, ·,



LOUISVILLE & NASEvIILE B. Co. .S

Trustees of the Internal Imroemen Fu of

of Floridaof said Court, at the City of

Gentlemen:

The above entitled cause has been standing uponan
order refering the a eto a Sp ia , inerd d otestimony since ^November, 190A. D.rn e l1907. p

of April, 1907, a statement prepared by h a.

missioner of Agriculture relating to the status of cert•ai

mLissioer of ASiULLE R. Co. vs. TusTIS OF 1. . FUND.

lands was admitted in evidence uner stiplatin fcounsel for the respec parties. A tce di
solicitos for the onmplnant annouvent unc d t' the Stat
concluded taking testimony on Fbehalf f. co
This was followed by notice that eon saningrs soliors
had set the c assedown for fnal hearin iner to ta,
reqsuiing notice thereof to b19 en. ing the aOrte LBoo
of said Court and sermenfi naa notice on olihcitorabe Com-

defendants, Trustees. Following which, I filed a mn ::o :for an extension of time in whichn to the steatis of cain
behalf of the defsendants antile. tAbohe th e 3 ins tant,
notice of calling up the om inntnnforu exten t othey

be heard before Judge Swayne on the ompinant
agreement of hcounsel, tohe entered in te Orr Ioo

poned until the 20th instant, at which time the matter
was argued by counsel for the respecive p
the application for an extensin of time
cation was then made for the admission of portions of

AIiIli



ating to the bonds that are alleged in defendant's answer
o appear to be outstanding, and with an order made on

aid application by Judge Swayne agreed to, and signed

y counsel for the complainant, which was denied by

Somplaia, a the causel; was t for

al hea g ad heard on he 2O1st instat in

Si i this co n that the stipulation,

of counsel filed in said use prior to 1906 covered all
uestions of fact raised in the cause, and the case, I

onsiderwas fully covered y the tiplatio so filed.
I am just in receipt of notice and a copy of the final

ecree entered in said cause, a copy of which, I under-
tand, has been furnished the Secretary of the Trustees,
which is self-explanatory. The rate of interest having

n fixed at 21-2pe cet. tothe dateof the decree
nd will carry interest fro the date thereof.
I am also in receipt of a copy of the order fixing the

nd at ten thousand dollars for the appeal; a copy of
hich, I understand, has also been furnished the Sec-

rary of the Trustees.
I suggest that this final decree and the order fixing

th ten thousand dollar bond, be spread upon the minutes
f the Trustees.
I will give the matter of appeal from this decree my

inediate attention. Yours very truly,
W. S. JENNINGS,

General Counsel.

Jacksonville, Fla., May 25, 1907.
ubject: Southern States Land & Timber Co. vs. Trus-

tees 11.I Fund. United States Court, Pensacola, Fla.

Tustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida,

Messrs. Blount and Blount and Carter, solicitors for



the complainant in te bove enle se, se
upon im as counsel for te Trustees that an applicat
for a restraining order according to the prayer of the
bill filed in the above entitled cause on or before the

(2) I also Tand you herewith an exet f te
prayer of the bill referred to.

In pursuance f osaid notice I proceeded to Pensacola,
where the cause was submitted and argued by co or
the respective parties.

An order was granted in accordance with the pray
of the bill, except in certain particulars, aong te
being the exception made to the order of one hun
thousand acres of the lands in question granting the
said Trustees the right to sell, or otherwise dispose of
said lands, for the purpose of using the proceeds for re-
clamation and drainage, which order was granted May
2nd, 1907, a copy of which has been furnished to the
Secretary of the Trustees.

Later, another notice was served on me as solicitor for
defendants of an application to be made to Judge Swayne
on the 20th day of May, 1907, modify the injunctional
order granted on May 2nd, 1907, so that "it stall stand
substantially in the form attached to the notice"; a copy
of which is handed you herewith.

A copy of the accompanying proposed order referred to
in the notice, has been furnished the Secretary, which can
be easily identified by a reference to the first paraUaph,
in which it refers to the modification of the injunctional
order heretofore granted on the 2nd day of May, 1907.
for the protection of the rights of the complainant, etc.

Under this notice I proceeded to Pensacola, and the
application for modification of the said injunction was
argued by counsel for the respective parties nd an order
was made under date of May 20th, 1907, exempting from
said order one hundred thousand acres, and of the selling
value not exceeding $50,000.00; such lands to be
by the Trustees or their successors in trus



of which order has been furnished the Secmplretary of the

I suggest that all of the above and foregoing papers
be made a matter of record and spread upon the minutea

of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund.it

o iBYours÷ for Complainant.v

L . on AW. S. J. JennING, Soeicors

IN THE UNITID STATES CIRCUIT CO URT, NORTH-
ERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA,

LEON P. BROWARD, A. C. CRýO-)M, ET AL, TRUSTEES OF

THE I. 1 FUND OF FLORIDA.

You will please take notice: that the complaintant will
apply to the Honorable Charles Swayne. Judge of said
Court, at Pensacola, on the 20th day of -May, 1907, at
10 o'clock -. m., or as soon thereafter as the same can
be heard, to modify the injunctional order heretofore
granted in this case, to-wit, on May 2nd, 1907. so that it
shall stand siubstantially in the form hereto attached.

Solicitors for Complainant.

To Messrs W. H. Ellis and W. S. Jennings, Solicitors
for Defendants, Trustees.

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED
STATES, NORTHERN DISTRICT

OF FLORIDA.

Southern States Land and Timber Company vs. N. B.
Broward, A. C Croom, W. H. Ellis, W. V. Knott

And in the meantime the said defendants, Trustees,



purpo achof daeinag r re lenion, f m lln o i

withi any person or rporation, or othewise, and that
the complainant may have such other ani4 furter relief
in he premises as he nature and circ stane

seem me et.
May it please this Hoorae Court o grant uo he

complainant a perpetual writ of injunction enjoining and
restraining the said defendants, the said Trust,
each of them, from selling or otherwise dispoing o
from pledging, incumbering, or otherwise charging, for
the purpose of drainage or reclamation, under any con-
tract, with any other person, fi or orporation, or her-
wise, any of the lands granted to the said State of Florida
under the Act of Congress of Septemndr 28, O180.

IN THE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT, NORTH-
ERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA.

The Southern States Land and Timber Company, a Cor-
poration, vs. N. B. Broward, A. C. Croom, B. 'E
McLin, W. H. Ellis and W. V. Knott as Trusees,
et al ..

The defendants, Trustees a before med, will pleasehe
take notice that the complainant hs file in the said
Court a Bill of Complainit against t~hn wherein the
complainant has paye, that the Court shall enjoin the
sale or other disposition by them of any of the lands
mentioned in said petition, to wit: the lands embraced in
certificates heretofore give by the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, to the Louis-
vile and Nashville Railrad Company, or the Pensacola
and Atlantic Railroad Company to t a paa
and also to al the swanp and overflowed lands derived



I Ron noril

by the State of Flerida from the United States under

the Act of Congress of Se , 1850, the title of
which yet remains in the sa endants, Trustees, and

the 23rd day of April, A... D. 1907, at ten o'clock a..... m.18

BLOUNT & BOIUNT & CARTER,
Solicitors for Complainant.

The Trustees then adjourned.
W. . McINTOSH, JR., N. lB. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., May 29, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.
N. B. Broward, Governor.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. . McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following accounts were approved and ordered

W. S. Jennings, General Counsel, incidental ex-
penses, R. R. fare, etc., in representing Trustees. $324.86

Merrill-Stevens Company, iron work and other ma-
terial for dredges....................... 909.18
The Trustees' then adjourned.

W. M. McTNTOQ8, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., May 30, 1907.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.



The following account was approved and ordered paid

W. S. Jennings, . .eneral Counsel , p a r t p a y m e n tl

eon salary ............ . . .... ...... $2,500.00

The Trustees then Eadjourned.
Attest:

W. M. MelNTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., June 4, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McAin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following accounts were approved and ordered

paid:
Fatherstone Foundry and Machine Co., material

used for dredges......................... .. $2,30.74
The East Coast Railway Co., transportation

charges on material for dredges........... 473.43
Frank T. Budge, material used on dredges.... 1,215.40
Reed A. Bryan, agent, expense account in operat-

ing dredges for month of April......... ....... 189.93
Stranahan & Co., supplies for dredges during

month of March, April and May............. 812.68
W. H. Albritton, meats furnished for dredges. 36.73
D. M. Bloodworth, beef furnished for dredge

Okeechoee ........................ .. . 35.77
E. F. Houghton & Co., machine oil for dredges.. 72.32
G. S. Baxter & Co., lumber for use on dredges.. 430.00
P. N. Bryan & Sons, fuel for dredges.......... 848.0
John W. Newman, salary as enginee.......... 150.00
T. Murphy ron Works, work ad a a

dredges .......... ........ i. ....... 33.38
A. Hardee, hardware for dredges ............. 6.00
Florida Electric opay mps fordre s. 2



F. W. flarsh, fees as Clerk in U. S. Court in cases0.for and against Trustees ..... .. ... .... s59.49

Capital City Bank for Reed AG Bryan, pay-v or

for April, 1907, dredges Okeechobee and Ever-

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. MPINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Tallahass, F•la., June 8, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Groom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McTLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following resolution was offered by Mr. Croom and

unanimously adopted by the Trustees:
"Resolvcd, That from and after July 1, 1907, the See

retary of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
shall receive five hundred dollars per annum and the
stenographer and recording clerk for the Trustees shall
receive one thousand dollars per annum.

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., June 8, 3:30 p. m.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.



The following applications to purchase lands were pre-
sented, considered and acted upon by the Trustees, as
stated in each case:

Arthur Rhylander and J. M. Dowling applied to pur-
dhase 200 acres of land that had been held and used by
them under an apparent title for several yearst and it
was dired that the Commissioner of Agricultu ell
to the applicants, or either of them, the ftolowinge
scri d land , to-wit: N. I of NW. 2 of NWa . , and N
of SW. i , Sec. 28, Tp. 4 S., R. 20, and it appearing from
written proof submitted that the land was not worth more
than two dollars per acre, and it was ordered sold at that
price.

W. T. Maloney applied to purchase for his mother, iMrs
E. Maloney, widow of W. C. Maloney, Lot 6, Sec. 14, T.
66 S., R. 29 E., containing 4505 acres. The said land
having been embraced in a pre-emption certificate issued
to W. C. Maloney by the Trustees, February 4, 18S3, as
appears of record in the office of the alesman, it was
ordered that the C ssioner of Agriculture sell the
land to Mrs. E. Maloney at 3.00 per acre.

The application of Judge W. S. Bullock to purchase
NW. j of SE. J-, Sec. 25, Tp. 20, R. 28 was taken up and
considered, and it appearing from the statements sub-
mitted that the land is of no value except for the marl
thereon, which can be used for making hard roads, it was
ordered that Judge Bullock, for the use and benefit of
the County Commissioners of Marion County, be allowed
to purchase said land at $1.25 per acre.

ýC. W. Coxwell applied by letter to purchase the E &
of SW. J, Sec. 24, T. 27, R. 22 E., at two dollars per
acre, and submitted statements by two citizens as to
the quality of the land, and after considering the matter
it was decided to allow Mr. Coxwell to enter the land at
the price stated.

It appearing from letters presented, that the SEJ of
NW1, Sec. 4, T. 5S, R. 19E., is largely under water, and J.
W. Loadholster having offered $1.50 per acre therefore it
was ordered that the land be sold accordingly.

G. E. Martin applied to purchase the NW. of S. ,



iC. J. Cments, an actual settler on iLo 4 and 5, Se i :23, T. 38S., R. 26E., containing b60.S actes, and who

made valuable improvements thereon, applied to purcht ase

land was largely inundated. It was ordered that ar.
Clements be allowed to enter one of said lots at $5.00
per acre.

lands on main lad, nt in original drainage district
and not embraced in certificates, be printed, under the
direction of the Commissioner of Agriculture in usual

The following report of Messrs. McCall and Small
was presented and approved as to settlement with tres-

Lake City, Fla., June 4, 1907.
Trustees Internal Improvement Fund, Tallahassee, Flor-

-REPORT FOR MAY, 1907.

As reported in our report for April, we collected 981
from the Empire Lumber Company on account of Ies-
pass in Bradford County on the SW, of the NEI, NW,

This company ad worked the timber on this land one
year for turpentine purposes, having used about 1,400

boxes. This was estimated by us and the company to have
produced 14 barrels of crude gu, which, at six dollars per

pany, from the showing made to us was an innocent



We concluded a settlement with Mr. Arthur Rhylander
during May, for the cutting and removing timber from
Sections 22 and 28, Tp. 4 S., R. 20 E., and Section 34,
Tp. 5 S., . 20 E. Estimtes on t ppety a ta
Mr. Rhylander had cut and removed from it three hundred
and seventy-five thousand (375,000 feet of timber, which,
at $2.00 per thousand feet, amounted t. o $750 After
quite a lot of correspondence and personal investigation
of the land in question and a number of rat
interviews with Mr. Rhylander and his agent, e ia
succeeded in getting him to make a settlem
basis, and he paid us $750 for trespass damages.

We also collected from the Atlantic Luber Company
the sum of $i80 for trespass, by using the trees for t
years for turpentine purposes on the SW J of NE. 1, NW J
of SE. 4, NE. - of SW. ¼, Section 27, 4 K, 2 E.
This is the same land upon which the Empire Lumber
Company had trespassed, and for which we collected W :
as reported above. This latter company had used the
land for two years, and we calculated ad gotten from
the trees thirty (30) barrels of crude gum, which, at
$6.00 per barrel, amounted to $180. The company paid
us that amount and we have given them a receipt in
full, subject to confirmation of Trustees.

During May Mr. McCall was investigating trespasses
in Polk County a portion of the time. We have also
under investigation several other tracts which it is
hardly necessary to mention in detail in his report.
The trespass upon land in Clay County, and which we
have discussed in our previous reports, have been settled
by the Trustees.

RECAPITULATION.

Collection from the Empire Lumber Com-
pany ............................. 8400

Collection from Arthur Rhylader . . 750.00
Collection from Atlantic Lumber Compa-

ny............................ 180.00



and . Bimal wh-o, -b ing first: duily swovn, " -"

+ J. Me LL

McCALL & SMALL,

Sta of Florida Columbia e at Lake CCouniy, in

Before me, the undersigned, this day ofpersonally 19cm.

M . J. McCARLROU ,

(81:.) ClCerk Circuit Court.

onceing previous directions to the Salesman:

district made under Act of 1905, and on the different
e to be withdrawn from market and not sold until

be directed to advise all applicants accordingly."

or a to repesent the State in selecting the 29.80
acres required to complete the entries under said scrip

and on motion the Commissioner of Agriculture was
authorized to issue the desired authority.

W. M . AlNTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

m~anlilliw~~A.·E



;Tallahassee, Fla., June 10, 1907.
The men ndrustees met in Executive O e.

Present:
N. . Bro setion) ard Governor.

Wi. V. Knott, State Tresurerd.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney Gen.eral.
B. E. lMcLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
IHon. Frank Adams appeaved before the Trustees and

offered to purcthase all of the swamp and

that 'durng that time it had 'been tvwf

provement La t rendr maining ns portdad not e i

certidcates, in the counties of Alachua and Columbia (ex-

cwpt two sections) at one dollari per acre, and s
evidence to show that the land in question was in scat-
tered parcels that had been on the market for years, and
that during that time it had been trespassed upon to such
an extent as to render a large portion thereof practically
worthless, and it further appearing by the statements of
two reliable citizens that the land wa not worth
more than one dollar per acre, it was ordered that M.
Adams be allowed to enter the following descrbed land:

March 7, 1907.

LIST OF SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDS IN ALACUlA COUNTY.

See. Tp . Acres.
NE¼ of NW¼ and SW] of N .... 12 7 14 80.00
SW4 of E .... ............ 31 9 14 40.49

E ofSW.................... 28 9 16 40.31
NE of SE .................. 33 10 40.0
INW4 of SW ................... 9 6 19 40.00
Wj of SWJ ..................... 3 7 19 80.00
NEJ of SE .................... 12 8 19 42.69
N½ of NW ..................... 13 8 19 44.0
N of Lt ................... 6 8 19 54.59
Eo of NW ...... ....... 10 8 20 80.16

Total Swamp and Overflowed Lands..........60318



Bf8l.n SF14 »( SW4., 14 7 17 23'0 A 0

IRS OL W SWAMP LANDS IN COLUMBIA COUNTY.

Sec. Tp. R. Acres.

S .............. ............. . 1 3 17 320.007

Lots numbered 1 and 2............. 13 7 17 123.12
NEIW of SEW4 Si and SEW of SW .. 145 2 17 280.419

1i of ....................... 36 4 17 37.24

W of N , NW, NJ of ......... W....... 2 7 17 20.0094

SW of NE ........ ................ .... 30 4 18 0.00

of SW¼ ..................... 35 4 18 39.83

Total SwInternal Improverflowednt ..... 11634.71

LIST OF SWAMPRA LANDS IN COLUMT LAD.BIA COUNTY.

Sec. Tp. . Acres.

2S of SWI ......... . .......... 14 3 16 79.97
NW of NE............... ..... .... 1 2 17 40.09
SEJ of SES and SW4 of SW .......W 5 2 17 8019
SJ of SEJ ........................ 34 4 17 77.00

NE of NW .............. •........ 36 4 17 37.52
S of NE n............ ........... 13 5 17 80.53
NW of NE ...................... 8 1 18 39.81
ASW of SW ...................... 23 2 18 40.11

Wý of NW1 .. .......... .... 25 2 18 79.94

SWI of NWi ...................... 30 4 18 40.00

NWI of SWj .................... 35 4 18 39.83

Total Swamp and Overflowed..... 634.71

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT LANDS.

See. Tp. R. Acres.

SW I ........................... 36 5 17 159.56

W J of SEI .......... ............. 26 6 17 79.52

Frational Ej and SJ of SWI....... 11 7 17 374.54



EJ of NE, NJ of SE, SW of SE
and SEI of SW-................ 15 7 17 241.05

NWj of NEB, SJ of NEI, EJ of NW*,
NJ SEJ and SW................ 22 7 17 441,65

NJ of NE .......... ......... . 28 7 17 80.00

Total Internal Improvement .. 1,617.01

Total ......................... . 2,2

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., June 10, 3 p. m., 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissionere of Agriculture.

Hon. B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture, hav-
ing prepared an amended map of the lands embraced in
U. S. Patent No. 137, in accordance with the request of
the Trustees, and the same having been presented, ex-
amined and approved, it was

Resolved, That the amended official map of the Evr-
glades, covering the lands embraced in U. S. Patent N4i
137, prepared under the direction of the Hon. B. E. Me-
Lin, Commissioner of Agriculture, be, and the same :
hereby adopted as official by the Trustees of the Interal
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, on this, the
10th day of June, A. D. 1907, and,



tesof the Internal Improvement Fund, and that a copy
ofsid map, duly certified by the Secretary of the TruB-
tebe filed in the office of the CGommissioner of Agri-

'Te Trustees then adjourned.

t::;

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.
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The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following resolution was adopted:

Reoved That the Secretary of tpurchase ofTrstes is hereby
required to read at every meeting, from the permanent
record, the minutees of the previous meeting.

Also the following resolution:

Be it

Resolved, That from and after this date, upon the re-
ceipt of any application for the purchase of any land or
lands under the control of the Trustees, that are on the
marlet, whenever the lands so applied for shall be
definitely described and shall for any reason not be sold
to the party making sud application, the Salesman
shall list the said rejected application in such manner

that the said application may thereafter be found by
reference in said files to the Section, Township and Range

wherein the lands applied for lie, for presentation to the
Trustees any time they may require same. Be it fur-

ther

Resolved, That the same system of listing shall be
adopted relative to any, and all inquiries about lands

under the control of the Trustees, whih inquiries may
bear upon the probable application for the purchase of

said land definitely described in the inquiry. Be it fur-



Attest:
W. M. McINTOSHI, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahasse, Fla., June 14, 190T
The Trustees met in Executive Ofice.

Present:
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney Geneal.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following resolutions were adopted:

Resoled, By the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida, that the townsips ranges
and sections of the official map of the Everglades adopte
by the Trustees under date of January '2nd, 11905, and as
amended by resolution of said Trustees of June 10, 19W7,
embracing the lands in the U. S. Fatent No. 137 be and
the same are hereby adopted and ratified as the town-
ships, ranges and sections of said map, which townships,
ranges and sections as the ame appear toe desigatd
upon said official map of the Everglades were so des-
ignated and determined by projecting on said map he
township, range and section lines of the original United
States Survey as the same appear on said map, and that

glades, as adopted by the Trustees of he Internal Im-
-provreent Fund of the State of Floria, as aforesaid,
be numbered similarly and under the same plan and
systems as sections are numbered under the town
range and section system adoted by the ne e

n of the same force and effectbeginningwithsection
one (1) and continuing to section thirty-six (36) i-n-



This resolution to be written on the official plats or
maps and signed by the Trutees, here such official plat

hr furnished by or under the direction of the Trustees.

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

S Present:

W.V. VKnott, State Treasrer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General,
R. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

Application was presented on behalf of W. W. Clyatt,
the owner, according to the evidence presented, of the
remaining interest in Special Indemnity Certificate No.
2, Palatka Military Reservation, for authority to repre-
sent the State in the location of the 20.19 acres, required
to complete the entries under said certificate, and, on
motio, the Commissioner of Agriculture was authorized

W, NTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,



Tallahassee, Fla., June 19,190Z.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agri ure.

Mr. Cheatham appeared before the Trustees ad
sented the following letter:

Havana, Fla., June 19, 1907.

To the Honorable Board of Trustees, Florida Internal
Improvement.

Gentlemen:
H. H. Cheatham, Alex Shelfer, of Havana, Fla., and T.

M. Scott, of Scotland, Fla., do petition your Board of
Trustees to sell them that body of land known as Lake
Jackson, Leon County, Florida, containing, approximately
4,300 acres, more or less. Your petitioners believe that
they can reclaim this land for agricultural purposes. We
desire the privilege of making the effort at our expense,
and if successful in .draiing, to pay the State of Florida
$1.50 per acre for all of the lands in and around Lake
Jackson now owned by the State of Florida, approxi-
mgating 4,300 acres. H. H. OHEATHAM.

After considering the proposition contained in the
foregoing letter, it was decided to postpone action until
next Wednesday, the 26th day of June.

Applications to purchase land were presented to the
Trustees accompanied by evidence as to the value of the
land, etc., and it was ordered that sales be made by the
Commissioner of Agriculture, in the following cas
the prices stated:

R. O. Moore & Co., Lots 2 and 4, Se. 8,T. 2 S.,
2S E., at 1.50 per acre.......... .......... 79.92



submerged except sixty-one hundredths of an acre,

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

Mr. J. N. C. Stockton appeared before the Trustees and
offered to pay fifty dollars ($50.00) for Island No. 18 in
Section 24, Tp. 1 S., R. 28 E., containing 2.36 acres, with
:equest that the deed be made to D. M. Baker.

It was ordered that the Salesman make deed for same
upon payment of said amount of $50.00.

J. C. Burwell, of Brooksville, Fla., applied to purchase
E, Se. 27, T. 22 S., R. 17 E., in December, 1906, which
application was declined.

The Trustees directed the Salesman to advise Mr. Bur-
well that the Trustees had raised the price of lands under

ir ciro to 3.00per and that if he desired to
Slands thy would consider same.

W. M. MelNTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

r • "
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The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
W. V. Knott, State Treasrer.
W. H. Illis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

A number of the citizens of Leon County owning
erty around Lake Jackson appeared before th Trustees
and, after considerable discussion, the following proposi-
tion was presented and action thereon was deferred until
Wednesday next, the 26th day of June, at 3:30 p. m.:

"Tallahassee, Fla., June 4, 197.

To the Honorable Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida:

I hereby make application to purchase all of the lands
embraced in the patent made by the United States Gov-
ernment to you as Trustees, covering the lands known as
Lake Jackson, in Leon County, Florida, said to approxi-
mate 4,000 acres, and to pay you one dollar an acre ther
for.

I agree that each property owner will have the right
to purchase at the said price all lands to the middle of
said lake, abutting his property.

JULIUS HIRSCHBERG,
J. . McCASKELL,
GEO. B. PERKINS,
TENNENT RENALDS,

By Joseph A. Edmondson, Attorney.
SADIE W. RAWLS,

By A. H. Williams, Agent and Attorney.

Applications were also made to purchase lands a
lows:



by A. H. Williams, agent, Lots 4, 5 and 6, See. 35, T. 2

Sof sid ppict of the ium of one dolla

t the lands appied fr by Mr. Brevard and Mrs.
Rawls were located between their property and the like

and that they had been to great trouble and expense in
getting the lIands patented to the State in order that they

soil and of little vale, except to fford the land owers
access to the lake, upon motion, ordered that the Sales-
man sell the lands as reqested at one dollar per acre.

The committee of the Trustees, consisting of the Gov-
ernor, State Treasurer and Commissioner of Agriculture,
who were designated to visit and examine the lands form-
ing the bed of Lake Jackson, Leon County, submitted a
statement of the result of their investigations, which were
maile on Tuesday, June 2, 1907T.

The committee drove over the bed of Lake Jackson at
several places and found that a large portion of the
area, formerly covered by the waters of the lake, was of
a sandy character. At some places water was still stand-
ing and there were found a number of places where mud
or muck of varying, but not great thickness, was deposited.

ing tothe extesive prevalence of sand, the com-
it cnie that the soil in the lake bed was not

of a high grade of fertility for general purposes of cul-

The essential element entering into th question of the
l f this la, epeilly the permanacy of its value,

s believed to be, whether or not the bed of the lake will
ef wi wae. T iryof lace, so far as

could be ascertained by the committee, would seem to in-

denly, when conditions are favorable. The committee



the desirablity of the tract for purposes of cultivation.
Numerous sink holes were found in the lake bed and the

committee is of the opinidn that other similar holes are
liable to be made in future, should the lake refill. It is
believed from general indications that the character of

of suc sink holes. To what extent these sink ho
serve as channels for refilling and subsequent drainage
of the lake bed is not clear, and such doubt is obviously
an element which detracts from the market value of
land.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., June 26, 3:30 p. m., 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
W. V. Knott, State Treasrer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
Mr. Geo. B. Perkins, attorney, appeared for himself and

others, and withdrew the proposition made on June 24th
for the purchase of Lake Jackson. '

Mr. Ausley, for himself and other abutting prop-
erty holdes, offered one dolar per acre for the entire lake,
and afterwards increased 'his offer to one dollar and five
cents.

Dr. H. H. Cheatham, being present at the meeting, of
fered one dollar per acre and afteward inreed t
one dollar and ten cents per acre fr the ent
without aany restrictions or limitations.



After considering the various propositions, and a full

discussion of the ondition of Lake for the Jackson, all of the of-

fers were with-drawn a nd Mr . R. llMkler of the on behalft

of himself ad others, asfedthat the queni stion p f dispos

ing of Lake Jackson be deferred until July 15th, 1907,
S3 o p m Ti reuest was eco d by . Per

kins and others and granted by the Trustees, and a meet-
set by the Trustees for the date named, so a to

hear all of the abutting property holders who desired to

The stion was taken up by the Trustees as to the mini-
m price that they would take for the lands on Lak
kon, and after a full discussion of the matter, it was

decided that $1.10 be fixed as the minimum price at which

Bfi:'." ES,:: *BB MeLinm0oi missoier of Agriultnre.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

.~ nn to hSecretarya. d aGovernord h

Tallahassee, Fla., June 27, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin,4Commissioner of Agriculture.
Mr. F. B. Bell appeared before the Trustees in reference

to matters pertaining to his contract and stated that the
attorney heretofore employed by him was now activly en-
gaged in pushing the suits against trespassers on I. I.
land.

Mr. Bell aso presented a statement of his account, which
e was alowd to withdraw t supply more details.

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
eretary. Governor.

ŽI"PB~~



The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

N• . B. Broward, Governor.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
.The Commissioner of Agriculture presented the letter

of J. C. Burwell on the 4th inst., offering 3.00
for the EJ of Section 27, Tp. 22 S, , 17E in
of the action of the Trustees June 22, 19
closing check for $963.60, being $3.00 r are
land, with request that deed be made to G. V.
and J. C. Burwell, and, h was thereupon dir d
make the entry and prepare the deed for same.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR, N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., July 6, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
Hon. Chas. L. Iggett appeared before Trustees and

presented a deed and tax receipt, showing that J. P.
Bozeman had been in possession of and had been paying
taxes on the NW¼ of SWJ of Sec. 10, Tp. 1, N. R. 6E,
which is vacant State Internal Improvement Land for
10 years, and was a settler upon same. He also m
satisfactory proof as to the character of same, howng
that it was not worth more than $1.2 per cr and
requested the Trustees to sell it at that pric, whi
offered to pay for Mr. J. P. Bozeman. The C issio



to J. P. teman at $1.2so per oacre.Attest:
Secretary. Governor.

W. M. MeINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Tallahassee, Fla., July 9, 1907.
e Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

"Whereas, Harry E. Graham and Thomas F. West did
deposit with the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida adraft on the First Natioal
Bank of Milton for the sum of 3,835.50, with the view
of purchasing certain land, and

Whereas, It was afterwards ascertained that the land
desired was not subject to entry and the draft was re-
turned unpaid, therefore

ved, That the unpaid draft for t,835.50 above
referred tobe returned to Messs. Graham and West and
;that the First Natoal Bank of Tallahassee be allowed
credit for the amount of said draft which had, been de-
posited in said bank and credited to the Trustees for
collection.

Whereas, Hon. Frank Adams applied for the purchase
of certain lands in addition to that describe in the

minutes of June 10, 1907, and it was found that said
land was not subject to entry, and

Whereas, The said Frank Adams had deosited with



the Trustees one hundred and seventeen dollars in excess
of the amount actually required to pay for the lands con.
v eyed to him, therefore

Be It Resolved, That the sum of one hundred and
seventeen dollars be returned to on. Frank Adam
by check made payable to his order.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor

Tallahassee, Fla., July 9, 3:30 p. m., 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis,Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

Whereas, The Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida deem it advisable and
expedient to furnish a list of all the lands owned by them
in each of the counties embraced in whole or in part in
the drainage district established by Chapter 5709, Laws
of Florida, approved May 28th, 1907, and that are subject
to taxation under said law, to each of the tax assessors
of said several counties.

Therefore, Be it resolved by the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida that the
Secretary to said Trustees is hereby instructed to im-
mediately prepare a list of all the lands owned by them
within such drainage district, and subject to taxation
under said law, and furnish the same to the Trustees,
to be transmitted by them to the several tax assessors of
the counties embraced in whole or in part within suchi



Resolved further, That such list for each county shall
be prepared under an appropriate heading, which heading
shall state that the list contains all the lands owned byh
said Trustees in such county that are subject to the
drainage tax levied by said Chapter 5709, Laws of Florida.

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., July 11, 1907.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

4 and 5 of Sections twentythree, in township twenty-five
south, range thirty-nine east, were embraced with other
landsindeed No. 10411, issued by them to Hamilton
Disston, bearing date of October 6, 1881, and that the
office map does not show the lots correctly, Lot 3 as
shown by the officeap being the east half of southwest

quarter and Lot 4 being Lot 3 and Lot 5 being Lot 4, ae-
cording to the United States Government maps, and

salsfactory evidence having been produced showing that
Arthur E. Donegan now hed the title to the northeast

quarter of southwest qiuarter of said section twenty-three,
in township twenty-five south, range twenty-nine east,



Arthur E Donegauslyn and J. R. Dongan for said NE of

SSW of Sec. 23, in Tep 25 , R. 29 E
Satisfactory evidence having been produced, showing

that the southwest quarter of southeast quarterofsection
nineteen, in township twelve south, range thirty-two east,
was erroneously embraced in Deed No. 13,396, issued by
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, instead
of the southeast quarter of the southwest quarter of said
section, which is th land that was marked o the
map and was intended to have been conveyed,
Florida East Coast Rlway ompany having
the Trustees that they hold the title to the said landa
having so conveyed the same to the Trustees of the
ternal Improvement Fund.

Ordered that the Salesman prepare prper dee to
Florida East Coast Railway Company for the said
of SW of Section 19, Tp. 128, R. 32E, in lieu of said
SW¼ of SE.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., July 12, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knot, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin Conmmissioner of Agriculture.
The Commissioner of Agriculture presented statements

fro G. M. Clayton showing hat e was a settler on the
SE of NE of See., 6Tp. 1 , . 21 E, and was in pos



rustees and the Commissioner of Agriculture waso

eceipt of same.

2, R. 17E, containing 120 acres at $3.00 per acre to
ohn C. Law and Harry C. Mickler, who sent check for

361.38 to pay for same.
The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., July 13, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

B. E. McLin, C misFioner of Agriculture.
It having n shown to the Trustees that the record

Sdeeds and the maps- in the office of the Commissioner
Agriculture shows that the north half of southeast quar-

r and the east half of southwest quarter of section eight,
ownship thirty-five south of range twenty-eight east

as embraced in the purchase of the Florida Land and
mprovement Company and that it was deeded to said
mpany in Deed No. 12,477, dated Dec.15, 1883, but by an
eror of the Clerk the same was omitted in the original



the said. Nof Sc .8OH, Tp. 35 S, R. E to be signed by
the said Trustees when the said Company sends proper

re-conveyances to Trustees for WJ of SW of said section,
which has since been received.

The Trustees thein Eadjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSIT, JR. N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., August 20, 1907.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following accounts were presented, approved and
ordered paid:

First National Bank of Tallahassee for Reed A.
Bryan, Agent, pay-rolls for dredges Everglades
and Okechobee. miscellaneous and dynamite
crew ................................... •$206.77

Capital City Bank of Tallahassee for Reed A.
Bryan, payrolls May and June, dredge Ever-
glades and Okeechobee ................ 4,041.40



ves gate Lake Jackson ........ ...... .. . .... 3.00.

Florida Electric Co., carbon brushes for dredges 2.40
John McDougall, P. M., stamped envelopes for
Commissioner of Agriculture ............. .. 63.72

The Capital Publishing Co., printing land lists,
etc., for Trustees.......................... 70.75
Reed A. Bryan, Agent, expense account for May,

June and July....... .................... 697.41
P. N. Bryan & Sons, fuel for dredges months May
June and July .......................... 1,241.00

Stranahan & Co., supplies for dredges May, June
and July ............. . ............... 1,186.44

J.S. Andress, Jr., making 11 drills for dredges.. 5.50
Lainhart & Potter, additional lumber for dredges 7.29
P. Ullendorif, meats for dredges............... 15.00
T. Murphy Iron Works, iron, etc., for drges... 267.57
Frank T. Budge, dynamite, etc., for dredges .... 1,312.50
Keufel & Esser Co., material for dredges ....... .57.08
F. W. Marsh, services in liigation ............ 190.90
D. M. Bloodworth, meat for dredges.. ........... 49.45
W. S. Jennings, General Counsel, amount paid

clerk U. . Court and Anderson & Dorr in case
L. & N. vs. Trustees...................... 340.00o

T. F. M ourin servic as U. S. Marshall in case
L. & N. R. R. as Trustees ......... ......... 200

Merrill-Stevens Copay, material for dedges.. 935.22
. N. Withers, services as selecting agent for July 81.02

H. E. Carton, clerk, recrding map of Everglades 20.00
Featherstone Foundry & MachineCo., furnishings
and labor for dredges........................ 3,459.59

Hatchett-DaCamara Hardware Company, ma-
chine oil for -dredges. .............. ...... .. 37.23



The trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. 3M. McINTOSB, N. B. BROWARD,

Tallahassee, Fla., August 21, 190T.
The Trustees met in Executive Offie.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croni, Comptroller.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agricultureu.

The following comnnication was received from Hon.
R. P. Reese, Vice-Chairman of the Commisson, for the
Investigation of the Acts and Doings of the Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida:

Tallahasse, Fla., August 21, 1907.

Hon. N. B. Broward, President, andnoembers of the Board
of Trustees of t7e Internal Improvmennt Fund,

Tallahassee, Florida.
Gentlemen:

The Commission appointed by the last Legislatnre to
investigate the acts and doings of he Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund 'have this day passed the
following resolution:

"Reolved, That the Commission extnd an invitation to
one or more of the Trustees of th Iternal Improvement
Fund to accompany those members of the Commission
on the contemplated trip to Fort Laderdale and New
River to inspect the drainage operations now being con-
ducted by the Trustees in the Everglades."

The Commission leaves tomorrow on the 1:3 Otrain.

R. P. REESE, Vice Chairman.
Attest:

PARK M. TRAMMELL, Secretary.



"Resolved, By the Trusteesin ofn the Internal Improvementi
Fund of the State of Floridaver tohe invitatioe of the
CommisDsin for the investigation of the Acts and Doings

Everglades.

The Secretary was directed to advance the sum of one

on their return.

The Tistees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. .M.cINTOS, N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Aug. 28, 1907.
The Trustees in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following application was presented to the Trustees

Honorable T rutees Internal Improvemnt Fund:w



I want these lands for drainae
like 30 to 60 days to complete my rrang
ing moneydw to do the draiage, and I offer set

ments made by Mr. Jennings, the following res tioi

Whereas, Joseph Jennings, in behalf of himself and
associates, has this day filed written offer for 25,000 acres
of swamp and overflowed lands adjacent to Miami River
as set out in said comunication, presenting to the Trus-
tees that said lands are partly marl and sand and partly
muck in small deposits interspersed therein, and hs
offered the Trustees one dollar per acr, and pask that an

Resolved, That the said option he granted, sujet
the representation made by said Jennings as to the q••iit
of such land.

The trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
Wl. M. McINTOSH,JR., n1.. B Of A d

Secretary.

muc insmal dposts ntespesedtheein an ha
offre te rutes nedola pr cr, ndass ha a

optonof hityday b gvenupn sidlads t ai



Te Truste aes met in Eecutive Of ict

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croon. Comptroller.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General

pplition of Francis Marion Dowling to prhase

Ithe N of NWj, SEi of NW of SWI of Se. 9, Tp. 24,

igi:•OltS:..Biacirt^ res very recently patented by the

R. 2 , containing 280 acres at $1.00 per atcre, was dulye
hco dered, and as it was shownt that the lands were of

vy littile vlue, and all the timber had been removedi
and the State had en paid in full fr t asa e by thewn
trespassers, his offer was accepted and the Secretary was
directed to return $120, being balane due him, to said
F. M. Dowling.

A. Deill was also allowed to purchase for his

ilden, Martha B. Messer, M aret W. Fen and

Charles L. Demilly the NEI of SWJ of See. 9, Tp. 2N, R.
2E, containing 40.15 acres very recently patented by the
United States Government to the State, at $1.00 per acre,
he having furnished proof that the lands were swamp

and mostly in a pod and t they had een in possione

of same since 1809, Captain Taylor having bought it
from the State at that time at a tax sale as unknown
property and paid taxes on it up to his death, and he has
since paid taxes for his children, who are the grand
children of Captain Taylor.

Te Conmmissioner of Agriculture was directed to have
Hon. I. N. Withers, the State Agent for Selecting Lands,
to come to Tallahassee and take up some matters relative
to settlers on Scott lands.

It was further ordered that any previous resolutions
heretofore passed, or instructions given the Commissioner
of Agriculture as Salesmnu, directing him not to sell or
offer for sale any lands in the territory covered by the

Drainage District, as adoted in905 be and the same are



Wde cave madve p collections on to s s

The following reports of McCall & Small, Trespass

Agets for Junate and July, wetre red ad

LaW have quie a Fber f casest J

Trustees Internal Improvaement Fund,
Tallahassno ee, Florti ida.

Gentlemen: s stat ri

We respectful duly y report for the month of June

we have made no collections on account of trespasses

upod n the State nds within the jurisdiction of the

tes of the Internal Improvement Fund.

We have quite a number of cases under investigation
and are now negotiating with the trespassers looking to
a settlement, but as stated, during June last we have made
no collections. Respectflly submitted,

McCALL & SMALL,
State Trespass Agents.

State of Florida, Columbia County.

Before me came A. B. Small and 1. J. McCall, who,
being duly sworn, say that they read the foregoing report
and that the statements therein made are true.

A. B. SMALL,
L J. McCALL.

Sworn to and subscribed before me at Lake City F,
on the 10th day of July, 1907.

BRAXTON SMALL,
Notary Public State at Large.



Tallarhaee, Florida.
Gentlemen:

We have to report for month of July last, we inspected
certain of the S•ate lands in Polk county, but did not
finish the work and fouind among other tracts that the

on. The respass was committed by Carter Manufacturing
Company and consisted of using the trees on about fifty
acres of turpentine and saw mill purposes.

We estimated ihe damage done at about five dollars
per acre, and collected from the trespasser three hundred
dollars and hereby inclose you our check for one hundred
and fifty dollars in setlement

We recormmend acceptance of the settlement by the
Trustees.

We have now put a representative in DeSoto County
and will have the lands in that county duly inspected
this month. Respectfully,

McCALL & 9SMALL.
Trespass Augents.

State of Florida, Columbia Countyr
Before me came I. J. Small and A. B. Small, who,

being duly sworn, say that the foregoing report is true.
1. J. McCALL,
A. B. SMALL.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this August 6th,

(Seal) ALICE EZELLE,
Notary Public State at Large.

My commission expires July Sth, 1911.

W. Mf. MlNTOSHL JR., N. B. BROWARD,

i4wJ:



The Trustees met in Executive Office.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The Trustees having deeded the SE* of SWj of See. 33,

Tp. 5S, R.~ SE to William F. Barker, August 17th, 1860,
and again erroneously having conveyed theae land
N 0. Wade July 3, 1902, on account of the error of e
entry clerk to properly mark the umber of the entry on
the office map when it was made on August 17th, 1860, as
shown by the records in the office of the Commissioner
of Agriculture, and the said Wade having convyed the
same to the Southern Timber & Naval Stores Company,
which said company has re-conveyed the same to the
Trustees and has requested a deed for the SEe of SWp of
Sec. 34, Tp. 5S, R. 8E. It was ordered that the said SEJ
of SW¼ of Sec. 34, Tp. 5S, R. SE, be conveyed to said
company in lieu of same.

The Commissioner of Agriculture was also directed to
prepare a quit claim deed to the Unite States Govern-
ment for the NWt of SE of Sec. 3, Tp. 18, R. 26E, which
was erroneously patented by the United States to the
State, the same having been previously patented to Jacob
Eussell by the United States on June 30th, 1883.

John P Sapp, having produced satisfactory evidence
that all the timber on the State swamp and overflowed
lands in Sees 8, 14 and 17, Tp 4S, R. 21E, containing
359.23 acres, has been removed from same lands by tres-
passers and McCall and Small having collected and paid
over to the Trustees the amount of said trespass, and as
the said lands are of little value for agricultural purposes
and Mr. Sapp has offered $1.00 per acre cash for the same,
it was ordered that his offer of $1.00 per acre be accepted.

Satisfactory proof having been made to the Trustees
that the Internal Imrovement and Swam and over-



W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 6, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The account of I. N. Withers, State Selecting Agent,

for $9842, services in selecting lands, was approved and
ordered paid.

The trustees then adjourned.

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 10, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
• !,• ,• .. ... S .. ...

"' • :•: •• • ......



quested the returln of the deposit of. ten thousand ollars

($10,000) mnade by him in 1901, whereupon it was

by J. M. Barrs under resolution and agreement rmad1e on

July 25, 1901 be returned to hin oLit of the first available
funds.

The trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

Wai . M , NTOSH, JR., N. B. BRWARD.

Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 12, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive O•1ice.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W . H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. u cLin, Co missioner o;f Agriclture.
The following pay-riolls of Reed A. Bryan, Agent, for

work on drainage operations, were approved and ordered
paid:
Miscellaneous payroll for month of August, in-

eluding yard men ........................ $ 560.25
Pay-roll of crew for dredge Everglades for month

of August ............................... 437.99
Pay-roll of crew for dredge Okeechobee for month

of August, 1907....................... 453.84
Pay-roll for dynamiting for dredges Everglades

and Okeechobee for month of August .. ..... .97.00
Hauling wood for dredges for month of Auu••st. ~i96

Amounting rto.... .. ......... 2,716.04
The trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.



W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

ing matters, which were considered and disposed of as
set out in each case:

Upon application and evidence submitted in the case
of C. S. Swain in the atter of the purchase of a parcel

of la foractual settlement at one dollar and fifty cents
($.50) per care, it was ordered that said application be

Mrs. Cora G. Long, having applied for lots 1, 2 and 3,
Section 14, Township 2 north, Range 1 west, containing
one hndred and fifty-three and seventy-three hndredths
(153.73) acres at one dollar per care, and haing showp
to the Trustees that the said land was a strip that lay
between her land on Lake Jackson and the actual water
of the lake, and that said land had only recently been
dry enough to be surveyed by the United States Govern-
ment: It was therefore ordered that the sale he made to
her.

In the matter of the application of J. B. Long to pur-
chase one hundred and sixty (60) of land in Clay County
at $1.00 per acre the Trustees, after reading the report
of . N. Withers, Specil Agent, on the subject, decided
to allow Mr. Longto make the entry as requested.

The following reports made by McCall & Small, State
Trespass Agents, were read and ordered spread upon the

Sminutes:
Lake City, Fla., Sept. 2, 1907.

We have the honor to report for the month of August,
1907, that we have collected from the Dutton Phosphat~e



tte of Florda, Oolumbia Couty.

Beoeme p lly app eard A. B. 'Sn1~. >

We have previously specially reported this settlement

and report mmend true. Inasmuch we have

Swamount receiveand into the rbed r until the settlement is
consimd y and the Trusteehis, we arthe 2nwithholding the check

for the amount due until confirmation.

1907. . .. .

(Sel)McCALL & SMALL,

State Trespass Agents.

State of Florida, Columbiat Cof nt.

Before meus personally appeared A. J. Small, who, being
duly sworn, says that the statements made in the fore-
going report are true. A. B. SMALL.

Sworn to and subcribed before me at Lake City in

1907.

(Seal) BRAXTON SMALL,
Notary Publ lic at Large.

Before us personallycame J. McCall, who, being

Myv commission expires February 27, 1910.



Tallahassee, Florida.

S y y a g aeteGentlemen: i
e-Trespass Dutton P osphate Company, te

Alachua County. ol

Our inspection of State lands in Alachua County dis-

plosed the fact that the Dutton Phosphate Company had
cut the wooda from the SE of the SWa of Section 28, Tp.

tS, R. 1E. We have arrat ac settlement wither theis
company upon this bais: We agreed upon mpan estimateand
of 15 cordse of wood per acre, making a total of the600 cords

Duiton Phosphate Company has paid us the amount
agreed upon, $210, which we are holding subject to the
approv al of the Trustees.

We would thank you to take action upon this matter
as early as convenient. Yours very truly,

McOALL & SMALL,
State Trespass Agents.

In the matter of the latter report recommending settle-
men with the Dutton Phophate Company, the Trustees

decided to allow the settlement to be made and requested
the Commissner of Agriculture to so advise Messrs.
McCall and Small, so they could remit the amount in

their next report.

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M N T H JR., N. . BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.



Tafallahassee, Fa.,• Oct. 810

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following acconts were presented and ordered

paid: B. Boar n

. N. Withers, serices and expens i sl

and overflowed lands for month of September.$ 165.68
First National Bank of Tallahassee for P. N.

Bryan & Sons, for s388s cords of wood at $4.00

The trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Oct. 11, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following accounts were presented, approved and

ordered paid:
N. B. Broward, expenses to and from Fort Lauder-

dale to inspect dredges.....................$43.65
A. C. Croom, expenses to and from Fort Lauderdale
to inspect dredges..................... ... 43.65

The trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. MTNTOST, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.



Tallahsse F'l'a O•t.i1,: I 907 u, is" * "

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comnptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

Messr. McCall anid Small, Trespass Agents, have in
formed the Ttees that they have agreed with Moor's

rpentine Company, a partnership composed ofJ. C. Joiner and East Coast Lumber Company, upon a
settlement of the trespass claim against said firm for
trespassing by boxing an using for turpentine purposes

tree pon Sections 25 and 26,Townshp 2 north,
Ran 18 east, Columbia County, upon the basis of a

payment of said firm of $500.00 in full settlement for
all claims and demands against said firm by the Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund, on account of any
trespass upon said lands, said arrangements being sub-
ject to the approval of the Trustees. Now, therefore,
the Trustees, having considered the matter, it is

rred that such settlement be made and the same is
bapproved and upon the payment of said sum of

$50.00 to said trespass agents, that said firm be receipted
in full for all claims and demands, whatever nature, by
thes rustees, on account of any trespass committed by
sa firm, or either of them pon the lands above de-

The trustees then adjourned.

W. M. MelNTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

151 ".......~ ri~
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h E. McLin, or inmissioneyof t ýt9

beT he Trustees met in Exe rovemens fic

Present: ... .. .... :;

of ee. 1 Tp. 4rard, Gov. E ontaining

W. V. Knott, State Tr

otflred aid n istrac t of the Uniteda 40
Gainesville, Florida, as a homestead, said office being not
aware of the patent of the State of Florida; and further,
that said forty was of little value

It was ordered on September 21, 1907, that the Com-
missioner of Agriculture be directed to sell SEJ of NWJ
of See. 1, Tp. 46S, R. 23E, to C. S. Swain, at $1.50 per
acre. The purchase money being sent up on October 14,
1907.

The Trustees then adjourned.

At test:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E, MeLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following is an extract from letter of Messrs. Me-

Call and Small, dated October 10, 1907, nd addressed to
the Trustees of the Intornal Improvement und, which

matter was considered at a meeting of the Trustees on
October 22, 1907, and the Commissioner of Agriculture



Tallahasse, Florida,

Gentlemen:
* * * * * * We have also reached an agreement with

Cranford, McLeod & ompany with respect to trespass
claim against them for boxing in thle northern portion of

Columbia County about twelve or fifteen years ago. This
firm, through Mr. J. A. Cranford, of Jacksonville, has

aged to pay $600 on te first day of November,
1907,if that sum is accepted in full settlement for all

such claim for Coumbi County. We have not found any
assaint tem, except those in the northern

portion, and recommend this proposal. We cannot tell
wit absote certainty the ext annunt of their trespass

t are satisfied the above amount will be equitable to

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. MeINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.
Secretary. Governor.

Talahassee, Fla., Oct. 31, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

The following preamble and resolution was adopted:



"Whereas, The Trustees of the Internal Improvement

She Florida ihaveth
e proceeds of large quantities of swamp and overflowed

bonds issued by the different railroads mentioned i
Chapter 610, Laws of Florida, approved January 6, 1855,
and

Wheras, It appears that all of said coupons have been

duly paid sinking fudsd ote
the Florida Railroad ondts f ad sining fd o thi

. A. & . . Railroad bond were et apart has

Thcomplished, therefiore n

e it arysolved, That the Secretary of the Trustees be
and he is hereby directed to transfer all of the assets of
the said sinking funds to the Internal Tmprovement Fund,

Tallahassee, Oct 23, 1907
Hon. W. M. McIntosh,

Secretary Board) of Trustees of the I. I. Fund,
Tallahassee, Florida:

Enclosed find herewith a copy of the proceedings of
the State Board of Education of October 22, 1907, whi
you will find self-explanatory. Yours very truly,

(Enc.) WM. M. HOLLOWAY,
State Supeintendent Public Intrction.

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Resolutions Relating to Costiton roiion
Educational Funds

Whereas, ection Four of Article VIII of the ostit



"The ommon School Fuand shalld

proceeds of land or other property which

may accrue to the State by encheat or for-

feiture; the proceeda of all property granted
to th e State when the purpose of such granti

per centum of the sales of public lands whichao

are now or may hereafter be owned by the

e htState," aandze
known as the Swamp and Overflowed Lnd Grant ,ctepossessed of upward of twenty million ares of land, the
greater portion of which lands had been vested in the

State of Florida prior, and at the date of the adoption of
the aforesaid constitutional provision on the 23rd day of

February, 1868, and subsequent thereto, and

Whereas, The Constitution of the State of Florida,
adopted by the convention of 1885, that became effective

January 1st, 1887, contains, among other things, at Sec-
tion 4, Article XII, under the subject of Education, the

"That the State School Fund s*,hall be
derived from the following sources," among
them being enumerated the following items:
"Twenty-five per centum of the sales of public

lands, which are now, or may hereafter be,

; ghl



iAnd the second headtuate in in the e al de
case cii e reaasf sa f iws: n

"h ord 'pubi lanids'( u u io l lt
rie ans du a a are subject t o sorothr t isothe nd r

rgeneral laww.

And tin divin oIpinion f t he e llaCou t e

above i entitled se, Justice Divis of at S ;i

"The words 'public lands' are habin yu legd insio
eislation to describe s uch as ar su t to sale or

other disposal under general laws."
•bTot 1 es a of t Dems o•

Whereas, The State of Florida has disposed of several
million acres of said public lands since the adoption of
said constitutional provisions, which have been in full
force and effect continuously since the adoption of the
first provision in 186S, without any accounting or dis-
tribution, or payment to the State Board of Education,
or otherwise applying said constitutional proportion
of tw•enty-fli•e per cent., or any other aiouint of per cent.,
to said fundl as required by the Constitution of the State
of Florida, and the State Board of Education is advised
that said constitutional provisions are in full forcs and
effect and that said school fund is entitled to twenty-five

per cent. of the sales of all publjic lands tedt and under
the provisions of the constitution above referred to.

Now, therefore, Be it by the State Bard of Education,

1. Resolved, 'That it is the opinion of the State Board

stitutinal provisions is entitled to receive and recover

rll•ll; •t~~~~~~



STat an accott h demanded by the f

Trutweesofitper nternal Improvement Fund of thp ltaten
of a der the i laus o the constitatin of 8~i8

ado t constitution of 188a , requiring that twenty-
pr ceum of the sales of public land s o paido t the

e ard of Edueatin or to the ustae of the

n sh und, as p vied by the said constitu-
~oing the iftotal ac ge of theea puble lands asb

thebr the number of aes
u c loands that have been Ivemstedn the State f

Florida ndcer the adopuen of said constitution of 1808,
de age sod since that date by he Staqte of Florida,

frec pred m osaid sales to aoants of money paid toter
t said Co on School Fund or to the seer of the

ucation for said fund, since said constitution of 1-88
ective, if any, and the total eegalge of publin

ds i lnds th Sthate of Florida or her .•rates in

Florid sic hat the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
mt of the State of Florisa dat byhe furnished with a
cory itse resolutions, that the Comumissioner of
Areceivedtr' o sai State of Florifa be furnished with
to thesaidCommon tSeroltiFns, that the lanclterk of the

te o Eation fe furnished with a copy of
became reffetiveif any, ansaid land clerk shall assit in
lands vestioe n the S npliation of wuhe data in the
ment Fund otatihag of the Fcouit beeferred to in the
copyoin t a resolutions.

Sta pteBord Oof E22d 19 f dc
Attest: N. R. B.ROWARD.

W. K HTOTLLOWAY, Secretary.



Frank T. Budge, dynamite, etc., to be used in
drainage operations ...................... 1,087.40

Capital City Bank of Tallahassee for Reed A.
Bryan, pay-roll for month of Augustincluding
yard men ........ . ... .... ......... 2,846.39

Merrill-Stevens Co., oil, hose bolts, etc., for

H. J. Drane, insurance on dredges............ 825.00
P. Ullendorf, meats furnished for use on dredges 42.18
The East oast Railway Co., transprtion

charges ...................... .. . ...... 207.87
T. Murphy Iron Works,material and work for

dredges ............................... 15624
F. W. Marsh, clerk U. S. Court, copy of papers in

suits for and against Trustees..... ..... 35.5
Lainhart & Potter, lumber for dredges ......... 1163
D. -M. Bloodworth, meats furnished for use on

dredges ..... ..... ....... ........... .. .. .4
Keuffel & Esser Co., blue print tracing paper

furnished for Salesman's office .............: 2.40
The Capital Publishing Co., printing minutes of

Trustees .................. .......... . 170.00
Erastus W. Clark, 2 boxes spencerian pens..... 2.00

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 8, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
W. V. Knott, State Treasure r.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. Mei, Commissioner of Arilture.



First National Bak of Tallahassee for.eed A.

Bryan, pay-rol• in re-drainage .. i.c ... .. 02,837.62.N. Wi t hers, services in selecting lands ....... 211.25

The Trustees then adjourned.rW. . ae oluNTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARDe July 25

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahaessee, Fla., Nov. 9, 1907.

The Truses meth oin Executive rtain lands men-

Present t whi said lands

N. B. Broward om conveying, ae-Governor.

B. E. MwLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

WhereasJ.. Barr did depoit with he Trusteesid

of the Internal Improvement Fund of the SIt of

1901, to be used in the purchase of certaint the said men-
agreement, andan

accepted by the said J. L Barrs, and the Thistees did
pass a resolution on that date that said deposit should

be returned to said J.;M. Barrs and the said sum of $10,000
is to be accepted by the said J. M. Barrs in full and final

Io1ooI



eeised Sinc the Trustees of the Internal . on
in the s Sum of ten thousand dolairs in full and final
settlement of al claims or demands by the said J. M.

Fund for and on account of ethe ten thousand dollars
posited by him with the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund in pursuance of the resolution and agreement
of July 25, 1901.

The Secretary having prepared a check fo 0,
payable to J. M. Barrs, and said check having
signd by the Trustees and delivered to the said J. •.
Barrs, a receipt was delivered to the Trustees by sad J.
M. Barrs in words and figures as follows:

$10,000.
Tallhassee, Fla., Nov. 9, 1907.

Received of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida ten thousand dollars re
turned to and accepted by me in full satisfaction of all
claims on account of the ten thousand dollars deposited
by me with said Trustees under resolution and agreeent
made July 25, 1901, and referred to above.

J. MI. BARS,
Jacksonville, Fla., Nov. 4, 1907.

UNITED LAND COMPANY VS. TRUSTEES I. I. FUND

The Trustees of th-e Tnternal Improvement Fund,
Tallahasse, Fla.

Gentlemen:
I am forwarding by mail to your Secretary a copy of

the brief presented and filed at the ora Vargument on



ations of the complainants' bill, so far as it relates to
he various contracts between Hamilton Disston and the

rustees during the ye ar 1881, the various ahendments,
modifications and changes, as appear by the allegations

the Trustees; the claims of the complainants, the de-
angenent of tit through which the complaint claims,

oints being briety sumarized a follows:
1. That the contracts were entered into by and between

he Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the
fst part and Hlamilton Disston and associates of the
econd part, which required among other things the
eclaation of all the available swamp and overflowed
ands owned by the State, or by the Trustees of the In-

ernal Improvement Fund within the drainage district
ing approximately east of Peace Creek and south of

ownship wenty-four, cntaining about nine million
acres, with the further provision that the waters of Lake

keechobee should be permanently lowered and that the
ands in said territory should be made fit for cultivation

ad with the further provision that Disston and his
associates might transfer their contract to a corporation

2.Thatunderthe provisions of his contract Dison

rted themselves int the Atlntoast an



hationO ane cov an t o ee c t w

*' i'" japprove any other cge or sbt

covenants were accepted by the Trustees in wri and

isenderto substitutisn ofa Compy pot " ation fl t
tracts or fractiises, ies Bwas complete ad was recog

cniedi and the Trustees ad 'ee s s 's

3. That this is conclusive thee fact th i th e original

undr hany poding , as eined by t foheir contei raneous

otin a wparties bond the contract.

ing parties to the contract to take the ple of and in
cleu of the Okeechobegs,e Land Company, and threfore t

oisston Land Company was not and is not known to the
Trastees. Thate r the Savings Bank Company to ' wo t

Disston Land Company mortgaged its lands (not con-

the acts or franchises), is unknown to the acts an pro
ceedings of the Trustees and therefore its title is foreign

to the contracts of the Trustees. That the Trustees were
in no wise involved in the deed executed by Lee, as Master
in Chancery proceedings, as set forth in the bill, and are
not in any wise bound by the Master's&deed.

That fuidekoper as the purchaser under said fore-
closure proceedings, is unknown to the Trustees and their
proceedings. That Huidekoper's deed to the United Land
Company, which company has been organized since the
Masters' sale referred to in 1901, is not an assignment of
the contracts or franchises; neither does it purport to be,
and therefore cannot convey an assignment or transfer
of 'the Okeechobee Land Company's contract. The United
Land Company, so far as the acts and proceedings of
of the Trustees appear by the complainants' bill, is a
stranger to the Trustees and their proceedings, and there-
fore there is no privilty existing between the complainant
and the Trustees to enable the co inant to call uon



5. On the other hand, I urge, with a great deal of
confidence, that if the United Land Compauy should
claim to stand in the place of the Okeechobee Land Co(m-
pany's contract that it is first incumbent upon the

United Land Company to comply with the terms and
covenants of the original contract, together with its

modifications, and reclaim all of the availabe swamp and
overflowed lands within the territory lying east of Peace

Greek and south of township 24, and make all of the
swamp and overflowed lands owned by the Trustees of

the Internal Improvement Fund, or by the State of
Florida withi said territory, ailable for cultivation
before it can ask for a final accounting, a release and

conveyance of the lands due to it under the terms of its
contract. That the suggestion in the bill of complaint

that an accounting has heretofore been had and stated,
by which it became entitled to the balance of 347,753.02

acres is met by two existing propositions. One is, that
from a legal standpoint, such an accounting would not
avail the complainant against a trust fund; that such
an.accounting as is referred to can only be considered in

law as between individuals where fiduciary 'trusts are
not involved; second, that n allegation of the complain-

ant dispels this idea when it is alleged in effect
that relying upon the continuance of said con-

Companyomplainant, does not stand in the place, with
all of the covenants, liabilities and responsibilities of the
former Okeechobee Land Company, then it is
clear that it has no standing. in a court
of equity, nor has it any claim against the Trustees.
And on the other hand, if it does stand in the place of

the Okeechoee Land Company, then it is incumbent
upon the complainant to permanently ower the waters

of Lake Okeechobee and make all of the available land
in that territory fit for cultivation according to the pro-

into between the Trustees and Tamilton Tisston and his



General Counsel.
Jacksonville, Fla., Nov. 2, 1907.

The Trustee of the Internal Improvement Fund,
Tall ahasse, Fla.

~i•ent applemen:
On the 28th ultimo I argued the demurrer interposed

Shepard of the United States Court at Pensacola, Judge
naxwell appearing for the complainant and Hon. W. A.

Blount appearing in behalf of the demurrer interposed
by the Southern Timber and Naval Stores Company and
Neill G Wade.

At the close of the argument I filed a brief in the case,
which I am forwarding to the Secretary of the Trustees
to be filed for your information. The brief contaiiis a
mnemorandumi statement of the allegations of the bill;
the prayer of the bill, so fr s i relates to the Trustees,
the ground of demurrr and the citation of authorities
principally relied oi; the grounds of demurrer relating
to the decision of the Supreme Court of the State of
Florida, in the case of Wade vs. the Atlantic Lumber
Company, 51 Florida, 633, in which it was held that
Chapter 4267, Laws of Florida, being the chapter under

is unconstitutional and void, so far as it relates to the
attempted ln grant contained therein, and the further
principle of law to the effect that the affirmative showing
of tile journals of the Legislature relating tothe passage

s not admissible aginst the affirmative showing of the



deinitely determtined on the petition for rehearing in the

asy (f Wade vs. the•olui thic Lumber omay by the

Spreme Court of Florida, 51 Florida, ut6 3. that
any authors ities were presented, showlging that a fed-ill

eral court is bound by the decisions of a State Supreme

C ourt upon the construction s a State s These dh-
Supreme Court of the United States has re speatedly, butheld

that it must principle of lawconclusive the decision of a State

Supreme Court as to the valis not of nly biding upo n the

andies t a peditations i but eomes an integral pawill
be found cited in the brief, and upon the further principleou

and people until the decision is changed by the courts
rendering it. Yours very truly,

W. S. JENNINGS.
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.

SSecretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 12, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Offtice.

N. B. Broard, Governor.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
After considering the application of E. M. Semple for

the following described lands to wit: Is 1 and 2 See



euinasmuch as pese a d
, Tphm, the Com ssio0 e s a L

be yold at $3.00 per acre and the Commissioner of Agri-

embrace he said lands to r. dM.ees to e l ,
being $300 per acre. Thent on cober 2 n
October 23 last, and chllecks ent on

The Trustee fhein adjecried. l , t i: Lt

Attest:
W. 2 ad cINTOS, JR.1, p. 6 . 29E, d Lt

The Trustees met in Executive
Present:NSee. . Broward, Governor.01 ace, it wa ordered that

A. C. Groom, Comptoller.W. V. insmucKnott, State Trlieadjacentlandalreadyownedr.

by him, theMLin, Commxnissioner of Agriculture issue deeds to

After cotesaidering the applicaM. Semtioe, the consideration
andOctob affidavr23itas of disint checks sent on for collection.
Messrs. McCalI and SmallH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.
f Secr of etary.. 3, T. , overnor.

he Trustees met in Executive Ofice.
s . Browrde, it Gover nor.

cleW. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

T. IN, R. 23E to Mr. Salem Lloyd, the acreage of said



Si of 0. S. SwaiQ of Fort

i •ndthe stemet of disinterested partir.

rt being 40.32 a nd the onsideration $2.00 per acre,

d Ns as"hone, it was ordered that the
" of Agrul• i csu l dd to u . S. Swain,

Said aeivte applscatio nando 0.S acSeaig ofior

amounting e 1,60 per atocre, making a total$80.64.

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. McINTOSed , JR., N. B. BROWARD.

he a o as passed on November 11, 1907, the
igreceived in 1l until Novembee

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 190, 1907.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

amount of sixty-four dollars.
The above order was passed on 'November 11 1907, the

purchase money not being received in full until November

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. 113. BROWARD.

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 20, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

Ci~p



First National Bank of

Bryan & Sons, wood or dredges .......
First National Bank of Tallahassee for P. N.

Bryan & Sons, wood for dredges..............$400.00
First National Bank of Tallahassee for P. N.

First -National Bank of Tallahassee for P. N.

Bryan & Sons, wood for dredges...............First iNational Bank of Tallahassee for P. N.
Bryan & Sons, wood for dredges ............. 200.00

First National Bank of Tallahassee for P. N.
Bryan & Sons, wood for dredges..............$128.00

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. ý21, 1907.

The Trustees met in Executive OMice.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agiculture.

-Lovernor Broward made a verbal report of his recent

visit to the dredges "Everglades" and "Okeechobee" now
at 'work in the drainage and relamaton of the swamp
and overflowed lands near New River, in the Everglades,
and presented a map prepared by John W. Newman, En-

gineer and Surveyor, in charge ofplatting the reclaimed



lanas preparatory to sales thereof, for the consideration

of the of theTrustees.
Governor, advising a definite reservation for the canal

rht of wa tro t drained and reclaimed lands
that they proposed to offer for immediate sale, suggesting
ceirtain amendments to the survey and plat prepared by

John W. Newman, Engineer and Surveyor. After con-
sideration of the subject matter presented by the Governor

and the General Counsel, it was resolved by 'the Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida
that a certain plat of lands in township 50 south of range

y John W. Newman, under date of No
vember 20, 1907, and entitled "Map of the Drained Lands

Sthe Easrn Part of the Everglades in Dade County,
Florida," as amended, is hereby adopted as the official
plat of the lands embraced therein.

• • • .
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S~ hedate af said sale, which moneys *'

W. S. Jennings also reported, under date of November
19, 1907, the progress in the negotiation, in accordance
With his instructions, under date of May 20, 1907, relat-

ng to the adjustment and nt of the Trusit of the
ii vile Railroad Cfompany against the

Trustees for the sun ofthe Un251,10ited55, as of the dateCircuit of May
22, 190, bein the proceeds of the sale of about 103,000
acres of land previously sold to Neill . Wade, and

i teren from the date f tsaid sale, which moneys
r he bank othe credit of18 a the Trustees, and
enjoine by an injuntion issuing1 from said ourt, wfhich

Appeals at New Orleans, and is now pnding, and the
d suit of the L. & N. R. R .Co. in which it claims

S1 cres, which is embraced in certificates issued by 1888
the Trustees during she year 188ad Company by virtend
rant claim aggregating 1,072,000 d cntr; the suit of the

LSuthern States Land and Timbelr Company, pnding in
the United iaes C ircuit Court Staines Cihe Trusut C

claniming 398,051 acres, under certificates issued in 1888
to the Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company, by bvvirtue
of certain warranty deeds and contracts executed to it
by the Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company, in which
injunctions were issued by the United States Circuit Court
to the effect: That theTrustees be enjoined from selling

r disposing of any of the lands patented to the State by
At of Congress of September 28, 1850, and from pledging,
haging, or otherwise incumbering the same, or any part

thereof for the purpose of drainage or reclamation, under
Scontract or otherwise, which is modified by the order

issedan made to except 100,000 acres, provided that
"si Trstees shall have the right to sell or otherwise

ipose of of said lnds, a number of acres not exceeding
000 for the purpose of using the proceeds for the pur-
of drainage d relamation and shall have the right,

x mnths from this date, to make application to
the Court for further order touching the sale or disposi-
tion of said swamp and ovrflowed lands for the purpose

of drainae and reclamation, and paying the expenses of



'**': i thri da . e * a t0 q aa a

e trust ih at r i m o eeawoui

on the applicatio of the complainants counsel, to th

.efl· t that the "Trstees e enjoined from isosi

plaint," a nd "from selling or disposing of any of the other

lands pateinted to the State of Florida by, the United

States, under the act of Congress of September 28, 185.91
not hertofore sold or disposed of, and from pledging or

me ri o on e ofstisye charging the same, fr the

purpose of drainage or reclamation," exempting from the

aop he osiratio o i orr as of thoe gnteto te tt

of nlorida by the •e~ :of o e ofSeptember, 28, 1850,

not exceeding 100,000 neces, and of a selling valutje not

tees or their successors in the Etrust, and provid ing that
nthe Trusdatees might, after six months fro this dote, apply

to the Court for a 'further order exempting other lands
from the oeration of this injunction, etc.

It appearing fr nb the said agent's report of progress
that ahe Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company was

on the basis suggested in the letter of W. S. Jenniigs,

under date of August 2, 1907 addressed to ion. W. A.

which was s the that tha ti ey would cept a settle-

ment on the basis of satisfying the Southern States Land

said cmpanies, and the payment of $110,000 in monv.-

for $251,102.55, dssolve the injuntions issued in the

dismiss the suit of the Southern States and and Timber



Company for38051 acres of lands cer stified by the Trus-
together with other recommendations contained in s,

were adopted:

Whereas, The Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund, did, ons the 20th day of Maynow 1907, requ-est the In.

W. S. Jennings and Hon. W. S. Ellis to undertake toy

make a setlement of the as aimsth against of thed, some
of which had been broughonth to a decree in the United States
Circuit Courst, and

Whereas, A letter dated November 19, 1907, addressed
to the Trustees by on. W. S. Jennings reports by the pr
ress he has made in the negotiations for such settlements,
together with the propositions referred to, and

Whereas, The terms of such settlements as proposed,
appear to be very advantageous to the Fund; now, there-
fore,

Be it Resolved, That Hon. W. S. Jennings, assisted by
W. . Ellis, is hereby authorized as the agent of the Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund, To proceed to
negotiate for settlements on the terms suggested in his
letter and report, with the owners of said Railroad Land

rant Claimns whether under certificates issued by the
Trustees prior to the year 1901, or open grant claims, and
to report thereon as occasion may require; and further
to negotiate for the adjustment of other claims and report
progress thereon to the Trustees, to the end that the liti-

gation now inm ring the Fund and impairing
its usefulness to the State may be disposed of, to the

advange of the Fund and of the State.

The following communication from Hon. W. S. Jen-
nings, general counsel, was read and ordered spread upon



Trustees of the Internal Improvement nd

Tallahassee, Fla.

enarts iar ,s:eyond.theiiost, gni i

on a visit and tor of inspection of the drainage canals
pow ~ eink cut by t he dredges "Everglades" and "Okeecho

ap proxi mat ely t en f eet de e3Tp and si y f eet~ s " •"

tobee" u nder your directionstr band beg to advise that we

traversed t the canals from New River to the dredges and
made a careful observation of the general effects and

ladults of the work and its progress
The ditan dces and details of the work are iino bt

shown accurately by the reports of the superintendents
and engineers. To the point of view of a yman, he
wobyrk done has ben sheometing marvelous,and the achieve-

eies fr beyond the amost snguine or hopeful expecta-

tion of those in charga o its inauguration. iFor the ent
distance of aoth canals are great banks of' materal, prin-

:gladea," Captain John *Newmaa, i e· *e inw* l e!dlKPte^* ''f:iii
to us his survey plan ofe •i :ilRB
contemplating placin on them• :i•:• • i•

cipard frock removed by pla the dredges tting the anal

approximately ten feet deep and sixty feet wide, these
banks appearing to be about tifteen feet high and forty

That the canals are a success and are reclaiming the
land as the dredges progress, is thoroughly established.
The canals reduce the water level from the surface to a
point six feet below the surface of the ground as shown
by the water in the canal, and the land for a mile on
either side of the canal is entirely reclaimned, and is prae-
teally ready for preparation for cultivation, and the gen-
eral influence of the drainage reaches to a much greater
distance than one mile. While on the dredge "Ever-
glades," Captain John Newman, the engineer, exhibited
to us his survey plan of the reclaimed lands that you are
contemplating placing on the market in a short time. I
observed from his plat that he has divided the reclaimed
land owned by the Trustees on either side of the canals,
square with the canals; I mean, without regard to the
customary directions, or the usual land lines of the su-



gt o a6it

g si n at a ditance not 'g t

divi s of the o tStates p ano surey ec oder

at the frontage on the canal will be all of uniform

i lpiie nSsurveyeid an outlet on''a.'

oidth, making tidot for bh hfront, and s
Sd o m iten ars cin squae f as no early asn b

l practicable, requiring the lts of wy e nd bak 70 hfait t
include ten acres in a tract; that imre approximadi tely back o
each lots at of ther same widof the naland size , etc. His

plat con plates a descri and duetise of eah pur

chaiser frm the center of th e canl and ias not pro

vided any cross-roadways or spaces for highways across

the anals or ditches. This, to my mind, should beal

reserved for the Trustees and ucertainly not less than on
hundred feet o eiher side of the outer banks of thean

canal, with roadways reserved at a distance not greater

than 1,200 feet roting on the enal, running back on

land lines as established to other natural otlets, giving

to each lot or t of l so sure an outlet on a

public thoroughfsre of sufficient width for both the canal
and the rnodway or dinch as circuestances now and in
the future may require

The need for these rights of way and thoroughfares I

feet on either side of the candl to take hae of the over-
burden and the cleaning out and are of the canal, which
should never be hmpered by any questions of ownership
and right of way or control over the tana. and its banks

is very rich there is no doubt. That it isgoing to be
valuable from a prutiv standpoint, no one seems to

Whether you should exact the mximum price for small
acreages as the plan to he adopted with the undertaking

you have in charge I regard as a very serious problem.
There are many considerations that enter into the price



available in the ordinary acceptation of the availability

of land. The population tat wll se tat rrr

imut necesrily sesmal until it pasi te ep

stage. The population that we havethat will enter upon

this eperimental waor is necs smll. The aee

of land of this quality ancharacter that w e

within thext year at the aine rate of progress or an-

tpted rat of progress of the w wil e a,

tames that now on hand.
he success of the evelopment of that country will

e dependent upon settlement s much a the soil. It

appears to i e that, nothwithstandg th f g

portunities offered for the accumulation of wealth that it

will not a at a n of family to m e into

tiry until the experimental period, both f the success
drainage operations and of sufficient settlement is as-
tsured, to esablish so have onvenie ce of travel, schools,
churches, etc., as inducements to move there. If this is
the correct view to take of the sitiation, it necessarily
falls upon a few pioneers to enter this territory and de-
velope it until the success of the drainage work and the
profitable production of crops on the land is assured, so
as to overcome the unusual cost of transportation and the
inconvenience that one subjects himself to in settling on
this reclaimed territory. It is my opinion that a reason-
able charge for the land, one that will induce bona fide
settlement, is of far more value and importance to the
work than a policy of establishing a price that makes the
undertaking more ha~zardous and lessens the real induce-
ment for permanent development and settlement. If the
Trustees in their anxiety (which I share) to make the
best possible disposition of the land& for the benefit of
the Fund, which you have all shown yourselves so vigilant
in doing, desire to obtain for the benefit of the rise in
prices which will inevitably follow the settlement in thia
district then I advise that you reserve absolutely the al
ternate section of two lots each from gale that is, selling
two adjacent lots in one tract, and reserving the next two,



suggested on either side of the 1,200 foot spaces.
Generally speaking, the work is a great mganss. The

objections that have been urged to the plan and under-taking have been overcome by actual demonstration of
the results and elect of the work. The anxiety that some
urged that if the water was tucrned through the channel
of New River from the Everglades it would overflow the

tion to the contrary. The itfluence on the river has never
been and is Dot peaneptible. The reduction of the water
level to six feet below the surface of the ground is all

water will flow through the ana and on to the ocean

quantity of water in the canal to flat the dredge, while
in front of the dredge is the water pouring over the front

dam to the water level of the canal and thus aoinl on to

drawn off from this territory by the cutting of the canal,
thus lowering the water level. Yours very truly,

W. S. JENNINGS,
General Counsel.

Also the following co nmnunication from Hon. W. S.
Jennings, General Counsel, in reference to the suit of the
Louisville and Nashville Railroad Company against the

L & AT. . -R. vs. Trustee$I. 1. Fund.

Talahaae, Fla.

'!iiii~inl iiiiiii~iiiiiiii
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Court for the Northern District of Florida, on or about

balace.caime in said suits ag

Souhich it hastern Railway Company, the Atlantic Lumber

Co mp any and Neill G. Wade co-defendants, and later

entered another suit t the Trustees of the Internal

Southern States Land & Tie Com.ai»' EBB nt tjhe

mprovement Fandig clai th~ two suit, amng

Atlantic Railroway Company, it was entitled to the swamp

usand ere edep as a uainds the provisons of Chapter3335, Laws of Florida, not included in the deeds here-

tofore execuunted o it, amounting to 1,772,79 acres, the

proceeds of claid in said suits aggreatin 1,447,321 acres,

beenwhich it has s gainstce deeded to the steeouthern States Land

arcimt bourt on the n whiday of Mwas deloper in theof ple223,8adings, together suit intereunder instituted by the
2Sout per cent per annum fro& Timber Company against the

Thstees deemanding deeds to the 398,051 acres.wtl t

east teron from a the date Atlantic Lumbe r Company
and NTherefore, there including the injunctions against the

lassand mneys aaist t pras o fo

amonted to 223,000 or thereabouts, the injunction having
been perpetuated against the use of the Trustees of the

aten rendered against the Trustees by the United States

Land & Timber Company.



a grants, folr 2 e 1;m, ofey ,00Getofa

H.Ells presentes Lan comun& Timboner Cfromon. Wmi. A.

t tth e .Tust &ee .in relati on f t ho a pro ition frthe Trustees, the iti conbeingthact tin relation to. R.
C o. should convey to the Trusit, bi the lands which heretoforave e

t been patente or ceratifie to i98,051 ae es, wh ai
under legis lative grants, for t sum of $110,000, to b
paid to it by the Trustees, and that the Trustees shon-

her deproposition and instcaated ar. Elligsto write
recoverlunt againo allst the L. & N. propby reaition to remain open
the latte to make good its contract in relation to the

lands formerly sold to att, be ing l he aring of the cause,

att final hearing a decree was granted against thetified as referrtzed to present to Mr. 8,0ot1 acres, which

Sacreagei same ws not enttained, the reasons
t appeas f into the e effec that t soe Truh tiee n

sidered.p the pr sition and inst te f hi lls troposition

. ices; reative to the attitude .r deter-
mB itjol f oiln h rtesthat he did not know whether

to Mr. Blount to allow the proposition sitioo remt tain opeatuntil after the holidays, et tac.ke itor to my departh tuem, which

ll ee to attend te final hearin the casuwas
t which final hearinga decree wteas granted awnot await

Trstees, I ws athorized to preset ith the case

I did, and the same was not entertained, the reasons

given at the time bein g effect that so much time

his client would consider the same proposition iat thatmi

During the latter part of last August, while in Talla-



o theimp. oefe thou t &0 Blut & Carersetigtpua

mentioned and resulted in soe correspondence betwei

are attached to this communication and are ftirneshed
for your information and are self-explanatory. It will bt

i observed that I wrote Mr. Blount under date of August

* 'oer 13, 9187,*' nthi n 's bjleet,j * S ll

2•hie to the effect that I was not authorized to write

obstaeces which had appeared in the way at the previous

siion that the proposition could be closed upon the basis
l liili suggested, to the effect that the L. & N. assign or surrenderiil
or ancel all of its rights, title and claim, u t l
ileged land grants, not heretofore d cide&d or certifie

upon payment of 110,000 by the Trustees, and

the certified lands or claims of the Southern States Land
& Timber Company.

It will be further observed from Mr. aBlounit's letter of
November 13, 1907, on this subject, that his client is wil-
ling to accept this proposition. I do not deem it neces-
sary to discuss the matter that I had in mind in reference
to the obstacles which appeared in the way at the previous
time which had been removed, further than to state that
the elimination of the claim of the Atlantic Lumber Com-
pany, by the decision of the court holding the act to be
unconstitutional, and the other propositions that I have
understood will be presented for large acreages, thus en-
abling the Trustees to settle a large acreage on a basis
that they might approve enable the Trustees to consider
this proposition more definitely at this time.

Propositions of settlement and compromise are always
burdened with considerations of grave import and re-
sponsibility, and as counsel for the Trustees, I feel deeply
the responsibility I am assuming in presenting this mat-
ter for your consideration. My opinions on the legal
phase and status of these land grants and all matters
involved in the presentation have been fully set forth
heretofore, both in opinions furnished the Trutees and

N.J



n briefshand arguments submitted to the various courts

pressed opinions have been confirmed by my mors mature

reft ion, study and research on the law governin these

l and grants.u d, w aecl

That there are other urgent matters of tpresent vital
importance demanding attention and soluarion, not of a

hands seems to be apparent. Thereforend, broader anope

e Oth T tesfor the uesand purpes for nid

and consideration appeals to me and I shall not shirk
from the apparent duty and responsibility incident to

the problems fore me. the

You hive undertaken w hat many have considered an

impossible task, beginning as you have twenty years after

the Trustees possess; first, to defetd and retain the lnds

they were granted and vested; second, to reclaim those

must be aecorded a page of unparalleled achievement.
The progress of both leads to the definite undertaking and

solution of problems fraught with conditions for which
you are in no wise responsible, among them being the
decree against your fund for $25,102.55, which decree
was for the proceeds of he sales of 103000 acres of lands,

the dee to which, together with other lands, was in
esrow without consideration, as far as the Fund is

concerned, when some of your nmembers accepted the re-
sponsible position of Trustee and prior to the acceptance

You have installed two of the most magnificent dredge
boats of the age, which areo now in the field operating
successfully. Your available funds on hand are ex.



thfiturli dreat damage to itd

management of the Fund. To seil t

hretofore obtained or at about tetyfv n
wheas, the olands bohind th e dredge canoi t
$10 to $20 per acre. The release of this j
payment of #110,000 makes available in your
out sale of lands t141,102.55. i

I learned; from Governor Broward, who must be rec-
nized now as authority on t subject, that the janai&U
being cut based on the experience of preset w
requires the removal of 105,600 ubi yard r mil t
a total cost of (2,000 per mile estimated, with e presen
dredges will be cut at the rate of wenyour miles of
canal of the present dimensions pr year, at a toal cowh

of $48,000. On this basis the amount of remaining funds
on hand, after paying $110,000, being $14!000, would
operate both dredges a year and a half, makingt an es
tiamaed cut of of thirty-six miles of canals, which will re-
claim an average of 750 ares per mile on both aides of
the canal, or upwards of 50,009 acres, which, if estimated
at the minimum prospective value of 10v 0 per acre is
equivalent to $500,000, In addition to these onse
tions, the State Board of Eduation as de ded from
the Trustees an aecounting for a large su of money, -
ing 25 per cent. of the sales of pubi s Eands frm te te
of the adoption of the Constitti ofa 188 of the state
Florida, which provides in effect that twentyfive per
centum of the sales of all public lands shall e paid into

facts must be taken into consider~tio.

After much consiteration of pthese v wr k, whch
th "entireasubject o er esit

dredes wll e cu atthe ate f tentyfou mils o



(1.) the Trst te t o the S tat B o E oard ofEducation a ed definitely describing 500,000 acres of

lands in and titlons, interesount of th claim and demad, than

Stitles which it may hereafter acquire in Iproceeds of public said State Board of Edusation of

ht the Trusti al p is convey . o aid Loisville

l Railroad Company 386,067 acres of certified
lands contracted and deeded to the Southern

Lanl & Timber Company by said railroad company.(2.) That the saL oui sville & Nashville Railroad Croad

pany ex also satf 1its decree recovered in May, 907,
veying the sme 500 amount of las ad 251,102.55.

( .) That the Trustees pay o othe Iouisville & Nash-
i& N e ailroad Company 3the um of 110,000 in cash.

laThnds hesreult of these recotmendations is apparent. It

4. a avilable i,000 uin cash. It places in the State
Company aso atin etitle to d 00,000 acres definitely de-

s ainst tes and alsoee sts the State Board of Edusation
I() althe rght, tie a te inerest -of the Louisville &

ville Railroad C ompany in and to said lands ac-
iheby irteo C of thesthe Laws of Florida,
Boar d of Education the Tustees and adefinitely locateld b
scribed lands and as esths th State State Board of Edu-
with all the right, tith of an nterights of the Louis-
Nwl l e as ailroad Company in and t which are prio in

time and therefore superior in equity to the claims of
any other railroad companies now suing to recover public
ladfrom the Trustees uader the provisions of land

grantsenacted subsequent to the enactment of said
Chpter 335. It thus saves to the ate Board of Educa-

tion said 500,000 acres f lands or the residuary interest
therein, and the assignent of the remaining claim or



the present litigation. The claim of the Southern States

cree of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company for
$51,o102.55, with legal interet thereon, is also satisfied
and cancelld. iYours very truly,

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. McTTOSH, JR., N. B. B

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 5, 1907.

The Trustees met in Executive O~ffice.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

After consideration the following preamble and reso-
lutions were adopted:

Wheras. A proposition of settlement of the claims of

the Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company growing out
of the legislative grants contained iu Chapter 3335, Laws
of Florida, involved in one suit instituted in the United

tates Circuit Court in and for the Northern District of
Florida, in which the Louisville & Nashville Railroado

taned final decree against the Trustees Ma 23 1907,for
the sun of $251,102.55, with legal interest thereon from

the date thereof, said amount being te proceeds of the

sale of about 103,000 acres of land loted in Taylor
County and oiher counties in the State of Florida, to
one Neill G. Wade, from which said decree an appeal was



t bd anhe Tut exdis t ing uinhe" Unted
at Circuit Court of Appeals at New from e rleans and

as T osville & Nas lle R tain r ands ompe

instituted a second suit in the United States Circuit
Court in and for the Northern District of Flrida, de-
manding, among other things, deeds of said Trustees to

rof lands not heretofore deeded or c eti fed
by the Trusi of the I nternal Improvement und of

^ in 888 anic t0btaine an injunctioni against "
o b saFloridad iund in excess of 0,00ad

WhereasThe Southern States Land & Timber Co-d

ipay, corporatioon anied and existing under the

laws of the State of Louisiana, purchased from the Louis-

ille k Nshfvi lle &ilroad Company cashvill arods es-

timated at 386,067 acres heretofore embraced in cer-
fi tes issued by the Trusees of the Internal Improve-

ment Fund in 1888 and obtained an injunction against

the Trtees from elling any of the amp and oeris-

8$ deci•e of-$251,102.55, dissolve all i

owed lands now owned by said Fund in excess of i5r i

in value without further order of the court, and

W eras, A proposition has been sub itted bcy thei

Division Attorney of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad

Company to the General Coselaiof the f itrnal

provenent Fund upon the following basis; that the Louis-

le and Nashville a iroad Company will ccep in sati-

faction of its final decree of $251,12.55, dissolve all in-
junctions against said ýFund and join in dismissing the
said appeal case, and dismiss said cause in the Circuit
Court, and assign to the State Board of Education of
Florida its right, title, interest and claim to all of its said
land grants not heretofore deeded or certified to the coin-
pany, or that may hereafter be acquired by said company

under ad by virtue of said and grants or claims there-
under, and quit claim back to the Trustees 11,235.35 acres

of land contained in certifiates issued by the Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund to the Pensacola &
Atlantic Railroad, in 1888, and deeded by the Louisville
& Nashville Railroad to Southern Land & Timber Com-
pany by warranty deeds and covenants of contracts



unchder which d thue svie vie ail d

deeds and covenanted and, whicharranted to procure deeds from
the102, and dismiss of the suInternal Improvement Fund and

poate the United States ains theen nt t

Southern States Land & Timbeor aC iomp
injunction therein standing foa in
a deed from the Trustees of the InnsI
Fud of the State of Flhorida on ov the othen Stat
& Nashville Railroad Company t he said cmpay
said certificates issued by thee Trustoee the date 8aid
no heretofre conveyed which we havoe dben ate td cto:
State of Florida by the United Statesrstees intitute b te
gating 374,831.84 acres, and the payompny of thed dssol

$110,000, together with the further sm of p3,936.95, beingI
twenty-five cents per acre for the 11,285.34 acres nots -
patented as aforesaid, and legal interensitherton ofrm

October 13, 1907, and

•W ereas, The Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund aforesaid are confronted with a conditiog n whichvi
recognized as being of great import to b then end the

available funds being exhausted, the moneys. on handbeing enjoined by the United States Government agvaire
that the work of draining and reclaimingt the sum ofa
overflowet Id nof the Fund being rec of gn'id the ing
their pasrafmout drut. and ltrut ideoled suon thern fr

the lawTrs of the Sta te of Florid, which ro
vigorously prosecuting,f haronted wioh a cditionwhh
dredges at worbein thof great eport to the F , thei
canvonly be fkept being exhausted, the moneys on hand r

l that te wok of draining and rliming the swlp

overflowed land of the Fund being recognized by them as

average, the lands behind the dredges reclaimed, by said



twenty dollars per acere.

The premises considered, with the general welfaren of

the fund in mind, it is deemed advisable to acept said
proposition to have said final decree satisfied, the itnjun

tio v suits of the Souther tates Land
T r C panyand both suits of the Louisville & Nash-

ville Railroad Company against the Trustees dismissed;and Tim
iitha t the proposition be accepte; that a chek or checkste
be prepared payable to the order of Hon. W. A. Bmount,
Division Attorney of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad,

for the aggregate ýsum of $113,936.35.

Resolved second, That a deed be prepared and executeq
by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of
Florida to the Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company,

conveing 374,884 ares of the lands cerified to the
~Pensacola & Atlantic Railroad iCopany by the Trustees
of the internal Improvement Fund in 188S, not heretofore
deeded, embraced in deeds from the Louisville & Nashville
Railroad Company, successor to the Pensacola & tlantlic
Railroad Company to the Southern States Land & Timber
Company, as shown by copies of said deed exhibited to
said Trustees and that the preamble and deed be executed
in wsords and figures as follows, to wit:

Whereas, The Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company
as scessor of the Pensacola & Atlantic Railroad Com-

pany, uinder and by virtue of certain deeress of the court
and deeds of conveyance under and by virtue of Chapter
3335 of ti e Laws of Florida and which appears toi have
been granted to the Pensacola & Atlantic Railroad Com-
pany, twenty-thousand (20,000) acres per mile, in aid of
the con of one hundred and sixty-one (161) of

railroad, from River Junction, Florida, to Pensacola,
Florida, by virtue of which said railroads have from time

to time received deeds from the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of Florida to lands estimated to aggre-

gate two million one hundred and sixty-eight thousand



fie653on) hc res, ad crtiicates ro the rustes o t

i compan y a i instituted ats nata

In ternal Improvement Fund during the year 1888 agree-

hing, a deed thins, toain a said lands as dsci

in said certificates to said railroad company,'when said

odescribed lands were pVtented to the State of Florida,

oagg ndg tred a ed e t sand ty eit t and an
-o and& oter p(ntiaes, on o abo heApri, 102,

railroad compsuit inst. t iedts suit in te United States
23Cod , against the Trustees, demanding, among other
things, ad fifty-one thousand, one hnstimated to aggregate
onve ehundred an ts (2housand (103,000) acres in Tay-
interes andt other counties, or the proceed narisig from the

salce of sai d lands by th rust e d ee s to Nei i . Wae, which
litigtion the United in the final deiree is athe date of May
things7,a deed int said Trustees, for the sum of to hun-

drestimand ffonto aggregate one millione hundred and two ifty-
te one hundred and seventy (2,1092.50) dollars, with legal in-
havinterest thereon from the date of said decree, and said

he lands haertified insti uted a second suit against the Trus-

imad o gregate one meillion, foryine thosand

stituted suit in the TUnited States Court against said
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida,
demanding, among other things, the specifie performance
and conveyance of said lands described in said certileates;
and,

Whereas, The State Constitution provides, among other
things, that twenty-five per cent. of the sales of public
lands shall be paid to the State School Fund, the State
Board of Education having made demand upon the Trus-

tees of the Internal Improvement Fund aforesaid for an

accounting of the amounts due under said constitutional

provision; and

Whereas, Negotiations for compromise and adjustment



of all of said suits, orlaims and indemands have n con-

dered and in p nce teeof for (i0the co mise

an a stnt o sai ase a nd onfting cais of

priorities and equities, and for the consider the certificates

finaldete to tsad Trustees of the Internal I

fIs i in 'the year 1888 as iaforesad, to hemr in

Improvement Fund covenit nd agree, and exec virute the
following deed of assignment and coneyance, viz:

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT FUND, STATE OF

FLORIDA.

Deed No. 16,076.

Kno all men by these presents hat the undersigned,l
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the

State of Florida, under the provisions of Section 617 of

consideration of the sum of one dollar ($1.00) and in
further consideration of the compensation and settle-
ment of the claims and emands under the certi fcates

heretofore executed to the ustees of the Internal a -

provement fund in the year 1888 as 'aforesaid, to them in
hand paid by the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, a cor-
poration organized and existing under and by virtue of
the laws of the State of Kentucky, have granted, bargained
and sold, and do by these presents grant, bargain, sell
and convey unto the said Louisville & Nashville Railroad
Company and its successors and assigns forever, the fol-
lowing described lands, to wit:

List of Lands in certificate to Pensacola
& Atlantic Railroad Company, which have
been patented to the State of Florida, and
not conveyed by -deed to said company, and
which are embraced in Deed No. 1046 of
Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company
Southern States Land & Timber Company,
Dated October 6, 1902:

T. R. Acres.

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,



18 2, o, 24, 26, 2, 3, 32, 36 3

All Of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8,10, 12,
18, 20, 22, 24, 261, 28, 30, 32, 34•,i 36A•3

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
18, 20, 222, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 4 35

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 46 35

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
18, 20, 22, 24 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 4• 37

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 45 37

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 44 37

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 45 3

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 4 37

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
18, 20, 22, 24, 28 30, 32, 34, 36 43 38

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
18, 20, 22, 24,, 6 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 3

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,

18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32,34, 36 45 38

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 2, 30, 32, 34, 36 42 38

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,

18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 4, 38All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 44 3S



83i, '36 4" 3 ,A
All of etions 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,

18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 45 39

All of Sections 2 4 6 8, 10, 12, 14,

18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 45 40
250,240 acres estimated.

List of Lands in certificate to Pensacola
& Atlantic Railroad Company which have
been patented to the Stae of Florida,and
not conveyed by deed to said company, and
which are embraced in Deed. No. 1047 of
Louisville & -Nashville Railroad Company
to Southern States L. and Timber Com-
pany. Dated October 6, 1902.

S. T. R. Acres.
Lot 7 ........... ..... ......... 5 2 26 585

T of Nf, N- of SEJ, NE- of SW. . 26 46 27
NJ of NW ..................... 14 46 27
S of SE .. .... ......... 36 46 28
NE i ..................... 1 .... 6 52 28
Lots ad 4 ..................... 6 43 30
All ........................... 14 43 30
NJ .............................. 22 43 30
All .......................... 24 43 30
Sý .. .................... 14 44 30

S .......... ,......... 22 44 30
A ll ............ 26 44 30
Lot No. 4..................... 28 53 30

W ......... ........ ....... ... 6 44 31



All ............. 30 4 31A ll .............. .2...... 2 44 32

.. an .3. nd....... .. ..Se n 1..... 12 44 32
All .......o .Sectio. ...... 1S 44 32
A ll ......... . .. .... ........ 34 45 32
All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,

18, 20, 2, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36. 50 32

8 and 36 and W2 of Section 18. . 44 33

SW of Sections 2, S of Section 4, E,

18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32 34, 5 3

of Section 8 and all of Section 10 45 33

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 50 33

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
1s, 20, 2, 2, 24 , 20 , 30, 3342, 364, 3 52 33

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 43 33

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 43 34

All of Sections 2, 8, 10, 12, 14, 12, 20,
206 1, 20, 2, 2• 2, 30, 3o2 S , . .... . 44 34

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
18, 20, 2, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 45 34

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8,10, 12, 14,18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 50 34
All of 1 ections 24 4, 10, 12,14,22, 24,

26, 34, 36 and Eg of Section 28. .... 7 34

All of Sections 2, 4, 6, 8,, 1012, 14,
18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 50 34

All of Sections 2 4, 6, 8, 10. 12, 14,

124, 591.84 estimated.

lying and being in the counties of Dade and Lee, in'said



In cletimony whereof, the said
Trustees have hereunto sub-

seal of the Department of Agri-

Capitol in the City of Tallahas-
see, on the fifth day of December
A. D. nineteen hundred and
seven.

N. B. BROWARD, (Seal.)
Governor.

W. H. ELLIS, (Seal.)
Attorney General.

Commissioner of Agriculture.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. Mel-NTOSIl, JR., N. B. BROWARD.
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 9, 1907.
The Trustees met in iExecutive Office.

Present:

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.



Company, in readjustment and settlemet of the claims

osees railroad te oisvie & ste, ad alo c for

three thousand nine hundlivred and thirt-six dolrs and

. Cnieto the centate of duiroW. A. B t,

Div500,0ision Counsel in re iemnity for lands unpatented.

Sa i cecklaims wndere to be used 7, p of 5the draft

dIn by W. S. Jennings, Genera. ounsl fr rsts,

as set forth in the following communication:

A L. & N. R. R. Comp .B r v teo., te e. L Fud

Tallahassee, Fla.
Dear Sirs:

I beg to advise you that in accordance with the former
correspondence and negotiations pending between your-

selves and the Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company,
prhave caused to be delivered the deed from the . & N. R.

386,067 acres, less 11,1A2.35 a c'd,,Baig:ei B.

SCfoun to bthe State oard of Education of Florid3 a f
he500,000 ares of lands, and an assignment the remainder

time I exhibited to Mr. Blount'.r daf -mad

fo his claim nder Section 17, of Chapter 3335, Laws of

Florid, to 549,your000 aeres of undescribed lands.
I have delivered to Hou. W. A. Blount, as District

Attorney for the L. & N. IR. . Co., the deed executed by

yourselves to the ands heretofore certified by your

predecessors in ofice during the year 1888, conveying
g6,067 acres, less 11,142.35 acr unpatented, having been

found to be the exact acreage, instead of 398,834.65
heretofore claimed by the said company, and at the same
tine I exhibited to Mr. Blount your draft made payable
to his order for the sum of $3,936.95 to be delivered upon
delivery to your order of a quit claim deed from the L. &
N. R. R. Co., based upon a like conveyance from the
Southern States Land and Timber Company, reconveying
the said 11,142.35 acres embraced in said certificates here-
tofore referred to, and not patented by the United States,
as stated.

I also handed him the following drafts payable at times
considered acceptable to him, and arranged on account of



notes, if so desired.

Draft for $35,000, payable 10 days after sight.
Draft for $25,000, payable 50 days after sight.
Draft for $25,0 00, payable 60 days after sight.

Draft for $25,00, payable 75 days after sight.

Yours very truly,
W. S. JENNINGS,

General Counsel.
The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 12, 1907.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. MLiCo issioner of Agriculture.
The following ommu ation was received from W. S.

ennings, General Counsel, and ordered spread upon the

Jacksonville, Fla., Dec. 10,1907.

Dear Sirs:

Below I submit statement of ands in certificates and
deeds to the Pensacola & Atlantic Railroad Company, and



the Land, Department.

777379.64 Total acreage certilfed to P. & A.
357,361.86 Deeded to P. &. A.

420,017.78 Balance remnainingin certificates.
374,831.84 Conveyed to the L &N. R. R. Co. and included

in its deed to the Southern States Land &
Timber Company.

5,185.94 Remaining in certificates.
11,235.35 Included in L. & N. deed to Southern States

Land & Timber Company, not patented, to be
paid for in accordance with warranty ofaid
deed, under negotiations to sisfy the clm
based on said certificates, at the option of
the Trustees.

36,541.84 Conveyed to private parties by the Trustees
at divers times of which 35,540 acres were
conveyed to John A. Henderson, as compensa-
tion for selecting state lands, leaving a b
ance of 1,001.84 acres conveyed to private
parties, included in settlement with L. & N.
R. R. assigned to School Board, subject to
f•rxer deeds to John A. Henderson and
others.

XV. S. JENNINGS,
General Counsel.

The following report was also ordered spread upon
the minutes:

Jacksonville, Fla., Dec. 11, L907.
Trustees of the Interlnal inprovem"n.t F1und,

Tallahssee, Florida,.

Gentlemen:

I have the honor to make the following report as a
summary of the settlementn efeced of the suits of the



Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company, and the South

Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, more fully
detailed and recied in the stepnotes prepared by W. S.

enning as counsel and agent for the Trustees, an
copies of the correspondence, embracing the proposition,

basis and deta il of the egotiation, which are ereuto

Three suits have been compromised and settled, viz:

(1.) The first suit of the L & N. R. R. Co. against
the Trustees pending in the United States Circuit Court
of Appeals at New Orleans, upon an appeal by the Trus-

tees froa a decree rendered against them, amounting in
principal and interest, to approximately $265,000.

(2.) The second suit of the L. & N. R. R. CO. against the
Trustees pending in the Inited States Circuit Court for

the Northern District of Florida, for specific performance
demanding deeds to about 1,447,000 acres of land, of

which 398,000 were certified by the Trustees in 1888, as
stated in certificates issued to the P. & A.
(3.) The suit of the Southern States Land & Timber

Company, as grantee under warranty deed from the L. &
N. R. R. Co., for the 398,000 acres of certified lands,

formerly embraced in the second suit of the L. & N. as
stated.

A final settlement of the matters involved in the three
suits above referred to has been effected upon the fol-

lowing basis, and for and in consideration of the sumi of
$113,936.95, paid by the Trustees to the L. & N. R. R. Co.,

L. & N. R. R. for the lands certified in 1888 aforesaid,
less the lands deeded in the meantime to private parties,

the present deed confirming the title to an estimated
Si

i = ~ ~Iiii i iii

ii iiiii•,·



f erred t o w e r e dismissed, the injunctions dissolved, the

appears in tabulated form as follows

Deeded (lands certified in 1888) .... .. • 74,831.00
Leaving a balance in favor of the Internal

Improveminent Fund of................ 1072,19.00
Conveyed by the L. & N. to the State Board of

Education of Florida .................. 1,072,16900
Money deeree in favor of L. & N. against

Trustoes Internal Improvement Fund.... 2.000.00

Money paid to L. & • ................... 1139.95

Balance saved to the Internal Improvement
Funpil approximaitely ........ ..... . 1..1,03.05

It ths appears that the compromise in question has
effected a saing to the Internal Improvementund of
the Stte of Florid, and to the State Board of Eduation
of Florda, of 1,072,16Q acres of public lands and ap-
proximately $151,063.05 in money.

Respectfully submitted,

W. S. JENNINGS
General Counsel and Agen

The following accounts were presented and ordered
paid:

First N1ationaI Bank of Tallahassei for Reed A.
Bryan, payrolls in re drainage as follows:
iEverglades $562-92 Okeechobe $798.T3,

First National Bank of Tallahassee for Reed A.
Bryan, expense acount for November 1907.. 18.75



er and November ......................... 1,016.34

1 07 ............. ... ... . ..... 188.67

188,I6 4=ii

llendormeat for dedges during November 45.00II
N. Bryan & Sons, wood for use on dredges... 2,197.60

SW B. Drew Co., tracing cloth........... 4.50
thersoe Foundry & Machiine Co., fittings

tal Publishing Company, priting for Tris-

B. Broward, traveling expenses to Washinm
, D. C. and Blire to see U. S. Engin
eers of Bureau of Drainage investigations.

relation to drainage of Everglades ........ 102.80

W. _M. MlNTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.
SecretarY. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 13, 1907.

C. Crom, Comptroller.

B.E. M in, Commissioner of Agriculture.



embracing 220 acres estimated, to Lewis a Davis at 50
cents per acre, the order being passed November 22, -907,
but deed did not issue until December 13, 1907, awaiting

collection of checks.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. 1ROWARD.

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 17, 190T.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
A. C. Croon, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

Hon. Stephen A. Wilson of Brooksville, Florida, being
present and presented application for SJ of Lot 4 and NJ
of Lot 5, Se. 31, T. 27 . 19E, and making the following
statement as to the character of Raid lands in writing:

"In the matter of my application to enter 91 of Lot 4
and Ný of Lot 5, Sec. 31, T. 27S, . 19E, at reduced price
of two dollars per acre, will state that during the month
of November A. D. 1907, I made personal inspection of
said land and found it to be ver poor as to soil,with
two "bonnet ponds" of about two acres echsurrounded
by white sand plats for somedistance out That portions
of said lots, which had oriinally been tiberd,hadbeen
trespassed, I judge, fifteen or twenty years ago, and all
pine trees large enough for saw mill purposes were at
that time removed and the old stumps appear there as
evidence of the fact. Some medium sized pines still re-
main, but they are very scattering."

In consideration of the above statement the Commis-



SAgriculture was directedtois de toi Hn

Stdpein A. Wilson to above land at 1$2.00 per acre, said

Secretarv. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 19, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

.H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. Mcin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The preliminary report of W. S. Jennings, the agent of

Trustees in negotiating an adjustment of the out-
ding railroad land grant claims gainst the Internal

rovement Fund, was submitted as follows:

Jacksonville, Fla., Dec. 17, 1907.
gotiation of the Trustees of the Internal Improve-

ment Fund With Wisner Land Company.

Tallahasse, Fla.

he negotiations heretofore taken up by me as agent
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund under

S-with the Wisner Land Company through its repre-

ding in the United States Circuit Court in and for

i i id fo i
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of lands claimed under the legirlative land grans to the

Florida ryouthern ailway Company, the Jacksonill
Tampa & Ke West . Co., the Silver Springs, Ocala
Gulf Railroad Company and the South Florida Railro

Company, amounting to a total open grant of 572,207..
and 28Th445 ares embraced in certificates issued by th

Trustees of the Internal mprovement Fund in the yea
1888e and 1•• 9 having progii essed to where it is dee

ment having been reached between your agent and tin cash the sum of $12i000 for the various claims he

ais i nd their assigns aboveenu rated, included

hese negotiions. The company will accept a deed fr

which lands are particularly descried and embracedi

a list which has ien prepared by . R. McNeill as rep

wi be observed from an examination of this list that
has set opposite the description the lands the valuati

D e fotHernando, Hillsbogrogh, Lake, Lee, Levy, Marl



i Ata~ n saidist wmhich as 466idt
Io rafjI eikth> ha been. l4 nUhti ejt-

St r s are at liberty to substitute moi ey'

ade u t aer advatagin t t

vl*%rution' pyaed bn these lands by the Wisner Land

ay, s stated in said list, in lieu of lands. It will

he seen that upon the payment of $16,720 in money
30 acres n he eliminated froug the list, tijis rofpififig
dd for only 0,000 acreos of land in round numbers,
the paym ant of $16,720 in money to effect the adjust-

met of the clai~ns hed1 by the Wisner Land Company,
r transfer to the State Board of Educatiot n thea e

settemet of the suits pending against the Trustees. It
urher understood lbtween the parties tosaid negpotia-

that in case any of said lands embraed in the list
nted herewith have been sold pandiag this negotia-

tothat other lands may be substituted therefor, or
moe in lieu thereof many be paid at the valuation stated

.o said listg
norder to expedite he negotiation, I suggest that if

teproposed adjustment appears advantageous to the
Ineral Improvement Fund and otherwise acceptable to
th rustees that a deed be executed in accordance with
teenegotiations, and that authority be granted for the

payent of such cash payments as th~e Trust"e determine
upnthat the negotiations I suggest that if the proposed
ajstment appears advantageous to the Internal Im-
prveent Fund and otherwise acceptable to the Trus-
tethat a deed be executed in accordance with these ne-
goitions and that authoritv be -ranted for the payment
ofsuh cash payments as the Trustees determine upon,
thtthe negotiations may proceed and be closed as speed-
ilyaj it is found practicable. Yours very truly,

W. S,. JENNINGS, Agent.

pon consideration thereof, the following premble
adresolutions were adopted:

*kress, Negotiations for the settlement of the suits
bfte Wisner Land Compainy against the Trustees, nond-



in the Circuit Court of thhe Urnited State trheiS'1W th-
District of Florida, as assignee of the railroad land grait

claims and lands embraced in certificates issuedby the
Trustees in the years 1888 and 1889, as above referred to

and set forth in the preliminary report of the Agent of
the Trustees, have been under consideration, and where.".

the conveyance and assignment of all the rights, interests,

claims and demands of said Wisner Land Comp iany to

the State Board of Education of Florida, a& proposed, ap-

pear to e advantageous to the Internal Improvement
Fund andt t he best interests of the Fund and of the

hereby requested to prepare a deed in accordance with
said agent's report, to be executed by the Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund, conveying the lands set
forth and desedibed in the list presented with the report
of said special agent, which are valued on said list at
*1.00 per acre and upward, but the Commissioner of Agri-
culture is instructed not to include in such deed the lands
contained in said list, that have a valuation marked or
designated on said list of less than $1.00 per acre. And
be it further

Resolved, That the agent of the Trrustees, W. S. Jen-
nings, be and he is hereby authorized to draw a sight
draft upon the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund for the sum of $17,456.57, being the amount found
to be due under said negotiations for lands embraced in
said list valued thereon at 331-3 cents per acre, and lands
heretofore sold pending these negotiations as found by
reference to the record of lands in the ofice of the Com-
i13 ~ 1· i ii iiiii•ii iA
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W. M. MelNTOSIT, JR., N. B. BROWARD.
Secretary. Governor.

TaIllahassee, Fla., Dec. 21, 1907.

A-C. Croom, Comptroller.

H. Ellis, Attorney General.
.E. McLin, Commisgioner of Agriculture.

wiireas, Hon. W. S. Jennings, as agent for the Trus-
teassisted by Hon. W. Hi. Ellis, was instructed to pro-

to Pensaola and adjust and closa with W. A. Blount,
aey for the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, the

lment of the Louisville & Nashville cla••s against
Fund on account of legislative land grants to the
P cola & Atlantic Railway Company, which settle-

was negotiated and ancomplished by W. S. Jennings,
ent, assisted by W. H. Ellis, for and by authority

Trustees, and the settlement so negotiated has been

rea, W. S. Jennings, as agent, was, in making such
ment authorized to draw four several drafts as tfol-

(1) at ten (10) days sight for thirtv-ve thousand

(1) at fifty 0) days sight for twenty-filve thous-
ollars.,

i v ~ ii~i i~ lii i iiiiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiii iiiiiiiiiliiiliiiiiliiiiliiiiiiliiiiiiliiiiiiiii I iiili!iiii
!
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orere accepted by the Trustees,

the Trstees for the land

unpatented land included in tlii•Whereas, W.Sai. enin, as agent, was also authorized

|3,936.95 ive to W. A. Blounb t

to pay in cash to the Louisville & Nashville Railroad Com-

io follars aid oninety-five cent 3,936.95) as indemnity

for lands covered by certficates issuedby the Trustees to

the P ensacola & Atlantic Railway Copanywhich were
drawn by W.ptented to the State by tates, and

and inas part of the settlement since thte deeds issued byi$3da3t.95 give to W. A. Blount, attorney for the Louis-

oville & Nashville Railroad Companyhispersonalobliga-

follows: i j •bO the C iTrustees, anda:

No. 984 for $3,000.
No. 994 for $5,000.
No. 1003 for $5,000.

On the Quincy State Bank:

No. 969 for $2,000.
No. 986 for $2,000.
No. 978 for $2,000.
No. 996 for $2,000.



No. 00 fr 2,000,
.Onpthe First National Bank of Mrioan o:

No. 974 for $2,000.
No. 998 for $2,500.

On the Firtati National Bank of Madisonvile

No. 988 for $2,500.

,.tat· Bank of Florida:

On the Ybor City:
No. 972 for $2,500.

N . 999 for $2,500.

On the People Bank f& Trust oipay of Jackn Ile:
No. 974 for $2,000.
'o. 981 for $2,500.
No. 1000 for $2,500.

No. 967 for $4,000.

On the State Bank of Florida:

No. 997 for $5,000.
No. 979 for $4,500,
No. 987 for $2,500.
No. 970 for $5,000.

On the Natonal Bank of Jaeksonville:
-No. 995 for $2,500.
No. 968 for $5,000.
No. 985 for $2,500.
No. 977 for $5,000.

On the State ank of Kissiniee:
No. 982 for $1000.
No. 991 for $1,000.

On Dade County State Bank:
-No. 996 for $3,000.

On Exchange National Bank:
No. 973 for $5,000.
No. 989 for $2,000.
No. 980 f or $2,000.



n. o. 1002 for $500.it

On the First National Bank of Tallahassee:

No. 1001,for $2,500.
No. 992 for $5,000.
No. 083 for $5,000.

And whereas, Said drafts so drawn were delivered to
the on. A. C. Croom, Coptroller, with instructions to
hatoe aid drafts certified by the banks on which they
were drawn, and when so certified to forward them to
Hon. W. A. Blount, District Counsel, in lieu of the said
drafts drawn by W. '8 Jennings, as agent, and accepted
by the Trustees, and

Whereas, Hon. A. C. Croom, Comptroller, has reported
to the Trustees that the drafts have been certified and
forwarded, as directed, and delivered to W. A. Blount, as
evidenced by reports hereto attached and the drafts
drawn by W. S. Jennings and accepted by the Trustees
have been returned to the Hon. A. C. Croom omptroller
and such drafts were delivered to the Trustees, and each
and all of them were cancelled in the presence of the
Trustees, and

Whereas, The sight draft drawn for said $3,936.95, in

in discharge of his personal obligation on account of the
Trustees as aforesaid, has been by said Jennings endorsed
to and delivered to Hon. W. A. Blount,District Counsel,
as shown by the receipt of W. A. Blount, herewith filed
with the Trustees, and

Whereas, All of said drafts drawn by W. S. Jennings
and accepted by the Trustees, as aforesaid, have been
duly cancelled in the presence of the Trustees and the
receipt from Hon. W. A. Blount for the $3,936.95 through
lon. W. S. Jennings has been duly presented to the
Trustees by Hon. A. 0. Groom, Comptroller, together



ith a letteof transmittal of said drafts and receiptsrtroller.
Ble it rolved, That the said receipt and said letter of

Be it further resa d, That the said W. S. Jennings, as
agent, be and he is hereby allowed the sum of five thousand

dollars as compensation for his services rendered in said

The following are the letter and receipt from Ron. W.
A. Blount:

Pensaeolai, Fla:, Dec. 18, 1907.
Hm. A. C. Croom,

Tallahassee, Fla.

Enclosed herewith I hand you receipt for the Trustees'
checks certified for $110,000, as stated in your letter of

December 16th, and also receit for $3,936.95 sent e by
on. W. S. Jennings, General Counsel for the Trustees,
on November 21st, 1907, and accepted by the Trustees

At ten (10)i days sight $35,000.
At fifty (50) days sight $25,000.
At sixty (60) days sight $25,000.

Yours very truly,
W. A. BLOUNT.

Received from the Trustees of the Internal Improve-

ment Fund of the State of Florida, at the hands of Hon.

L. & N. and the said Trustees, relating to the unsaisfied

State of Florida to the Pensacola & Atlantic Railroad

checks payable to my order.Liwaiýi~



• o. 984 for $2,000.
No. 91003 for 5,000.

No. 994 for 5,000.

On the Quincy St National Bank:

No. 969 for $2,000.
No. 986 for 2,000.
No. 978 for 2,000.

No. 990 for 2,000.
On the First Natinal Bank oft Madison:

No. 971 for •2,000.
No. 990 for 2,500.
No. 988 for 2,500.

On the First Nation B nk of arianna:
No. 975 for $2,000.
No. 990 for 2000.

On the Peoples YBaor CitvoI p
No. 972 for 2,000.

No. 1000 for 2,500.

No. 981 for 2,00.

On the Atlantic National Bank of Jacksonville:
No. 967 for $4,000.;

On the Statve Bank of Florida:
No. 997 for $5,000.
No. 979 for 4,500
No. 987 for 2,500.
No. 970 for 5,000.

On the National Bank of Jacksonville:
No. 995 for $2,500.

N. 985 for 2,500.
No. 977 for 5,000.



On Dade Cunty State Bank:

n the Exchange National Bank:
No. 973 for $5,000.
No. 989 for 2,000.
No. 980 for 2,000.

Sthe Citizens Bank & Trst Compan
No. 976 for $2,500.

No. 1002 for 500.

Sthe First National ank of Tallahassee:
No. 1001 for .$2,500..
No. 992 for 5,000.
No. 983 for 5,000.

Dcember 18, 1907. W. A. BLOUNT,
District Attorney L. & N.

Pen•ecola, Fla., Dec. 18, 1907.
Received from Trusees of the Internal Improvement

nd of the State of Florida certfied check of the First
tional Bank of Tallahassee, for three thousand, nine
d ninety-e one-hundredts (3,936.95) dollars, drawn

V. S. Jenings, to my order, same being part of the
ettlement between the Trustees of the Internal Improve-

t Fund of the State of Florida andi the L. & N. R. R.
., of the claim of the lattr for the unsatisie portion

he land grant made to the Pensacola and Atlantic

:The Trustees then adjourne
p Secretary. Governor.e
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W. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The annual report of W. S. Jennings, General Counsel

for the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of
the State of Florida, was received and ordered spread
upon the minutes:

Jacksonville, Fla., Dec. 26,190T.
To the Honorable Trustees of t1h Internal

Improvement Fund of the State of F7oid,
Tallahassee, Florida.

Gentlemen:
I have the honor to submit the following report of

services rendered as counsel, relating to the litigation in
the various suits pending in th United StateCruit
Courts and in and for the Northern Distrit f Florida,
and the Southern District of Florida, the United States
Circuit Court of Appeal for the Fifth Circuit, at New
Orleans, and in the Circuit Court of the State of Florida,
in and for the Second and Seventh Judial iruits the
progress of the suits, the present status, injunctionsetc.,
together with reference to opinios rendered and briefs
prepared, for and on behalf of the Trustes of he Internal
Improvement Fund, incident to said litigation.

SUMMARY.

Status of the suits against the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund on the rule day, December, 1907.

(1.) L. & N. R. R. C., U. S. Court, 1902-Final deree
aganst Trustees for $251,102.55 and interest. Pending
on appeal.

(2.) Trustees vs. L. & N. R. R. Co., U. S. Court of



Court, 10-Pending on demurrer of defendants.
S&N . R. Co. vs. Trustees (second suit), U. S.

ending before examiner. Testimony not

( Winer Land Co. vs. Trustees, U. S. Court, 1906-
ross bill. P'ending on demurrer of defendants.

SWier Land Co. vs. Trustees, U. S. Court, 1907-
ross ill, pending on demurrer of defendants.

(9.)i East Coast Canal Co. vs. Trustees, State Court-
Settled. Dismissed.

(10.) United States vs. Heitman, U. S. Court-Final
deeree dis•ms - ing bill of complaint.

(11.) Tallahassee S. E. K. R. Co. vs. Trustees, State
ourt, 1905. Pending on demurrer of defendants

(12.) Southern States Land & Timber Co. vs. Trustees,
U. S. Court-Injunctions in force. Pending on demurrer
of defendants.

(13.) Florida East Coast Ry. Co. vs. Trustees, U. S.
Court-Cross bill, 1907. Pending on demurrer of de-

(14. Richard G. Peters, U. S. Court, 1907-Pending
on deurrer of defendants.

(15.) United Land Co., State Court, Dade County-
Pending on demurrer of defendants.

(16.) Elbert N. Mabry vs. Trustees, State Court, Leon
County-Pending on demurrer of defendants.

SUIT IN PROCESS OF SET.TLEMENT.

December 26th, 1907.

L. & N. R. R. Co., U. . Court of Appeals-Appeal
from the decree. Suit dismissed; decree cancelled.



Injunctions to be dissolved.

tion was granted against the defendant, Neill G. Wade,
as purchaser, and aginst the Tusteee
from disposing of the moneys derived from the sale of
10,000 acres of land. The injunon sss s
to Wade, in force as against the rustees
was rendered in the suit against the Trutees for
of $251,102.55, and the injunction contued in force
appeal was taken to the United Stat Circuit Cot f
Appeals, a supersedeas order granted and the injunctions
still continued in force. In the settlement with the L.
& -N. R. R. Co. the decree against the Trustees was atis-
fled, the injunction dissolved and the moneys named in
the decree released.

(3.) The Southern Sttes Land & Timber Co an
procure an injunction, which was afterward modied,
enjoining the Trustees from selling or disposing of any
of the lands of the Internal Improvement Fund, except
100,000 acres of the value of $50,000, without the further
order of the Court, which injunction was dissolved as one
of the considerations of the settlement of the L. & N. R. R.
Co. suit and claim, and therefore the Fund is free from
injunctions.

SUITS.

The Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company, against
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund. Amount
in controversy, 1,117,000 acres of public lands andbot
$265,000 in money.

This action, originally instituted by the Louisville &
Nashille Railroad Company aant the Trutee, in the
United States Circuit Court for the Northern District of
Florida demanded, among other things, that the Trustees



the.em 0e Fdracin tida railroad

c n ilion, and dhu nand nteen the sn be

,acres of the lands belonging to the Internal Improvement
Fud, and also demanded from the Trustees the sum of
two hundred and twenty-threo thousand dollars in money,

which sum the Trustees had in hando asf the proends of

the salestof certain Taylor County lands to Neill G. Wade.
Th4 Atlantic Lumber Company filed its bill of in terven-

tion, claiming the lands deeded by the Trustees to Neill

G. Wade, or the proceeds thereof of certain railroad bonds

of the Florida Railway Company, amounting to $78,000

and thirty years interest and demanded that the same he

pid out of the landsor moneys of the Internal Improve-

ment Fund.

a holder of certain railroad bonds of the Florida Railroad

moneys of the Internal Improvement Fund.
During the past year a stipulation was settled, prepared

and signed by counsel for the complainant, and on behalf
of the Trutees, and filed in said causte o 27th day of
April, 190T. During the early part of May the case was

of the Trustees for an extension of a few days time to

set for the 22nd day of May, counsel for the Trustes ap-



supersedeas bond. The appeal was granted and the
amount of the supersedeas ond was xed at
whereupon counsel prepared the appeal bond and had the
same executed by local individual bondsmen and by a
surety company and submitted this bond to the court for
approval, which was granted. Counsel prepared and filed
the petition for appeal, with thirty-four assignments of
error specified, which was allowed, the bond duly iled,
transcript of the record was ordered prepared and ex-
amined by counsel and filed in the Courtof Appeals, copics
of the transcript of the record were printed and the case
docketed in the Court of Appeals, and a brief was prepared
by counsel for Trustees for submission to the Court of
Appeals.

The interventors, the Atlantic Lumber Company, with-
drew their petition, and a permnissive order was entered
by the Circuit Court, authorizing he Trustees to paythe
railroad bonds mentioned in the petition of intervention
filed in the case by John A. Henderson.

The case thus stood ready for nal hearing upon the
briefs of counsel.

Before the appeal was reached for final hearing, no

tiations for a settlement of all the matters involved in
the suits of the L. & N. R. R. Co. and ofthe Southern
States Land & Timber Company, were successfully con-
luded, and as part of such settlement, the final decree

against the Trustees in this suit for $251,1025 nd in

terest, now amounting as stated to about $25,000,was
satisfied and cancelled, the injunctions gainst the Trus

tees were dissolved, and the appeal was dismissed on or

about the 15th day of December, 190G7
A brief summary of the terms upon which the laiins

and suits of the L. & N. R. . o and of the Southern

States Land & Timber Company were compromised and

settled is as follows: The L. & . Co.laimed that

it was enitled to 1,447000 res of the public lands be-
longin to th Internal Improvement Fund, under the



nd as on ailns ere pastetssed by the iteda
:etifics iuer d to the State lorida. .The .I N.

SR. Co. ad conveyed these certified lands by warranty
Seds to the S n States Land & Timber Company,

d the last named company claimed that it was entitled
receive deeds to suh certified lands from the Trustees

Saitio to the lands claimed, the L. & N. R. R. l Co
d obtained a final decree against the Trustees, now
ounting as stated to about 265,000.
These variou claims the Trustees settled by the pay-

of the sum of 113,396.35 to the L. & N . R. Co. and
Scveyance to it of 374,834 acres of certiusfi lands.
e waE thus saved the Internal Improveient Fund
Scompromise about $1 51000 in mney and 1,072,16

res of public lands. In addition thereto the L. & N. R.
Co. assigned and transferred to the State Board of

ducationof Florida its entire right, title and claim under
Setion 17 of said Chapter 3335, Laws of Florida, to the
rmaining 1,072,166 acres of lands undeeded, thus preserv-
g to the State Board of Education the priorities and
eities ofsaid L. & N. R. R. as against claimants under

bequent land grant aets, to this immense quantity of
ds.Referenceis made to the special report of general

ounsel and agent to the Trustees on the subject of settle-

Blount, Blount & Carter, Solicitors for L. & N. R. R. Co.
Reeves & Maxwell and T. F. McGarry, Solicitors for the

T. L. Clarke, Solicitor for John A. Henderson.

(2.) The Florida East C.ast Railway Company against

Amount in controversy, 2,040,000 acres of public lands.



Railway Company against the 'Trustees, in the iifei

for Leon County in Chancery, claiming lands under
land rant act enacted by the Legislature and approve
by the Governor in June, 1893, praying for adecree direc
ing the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund t
deed to said railway company two million, forty thousan
acres of lands belonging the Internal Improveme
Fund.

plant and in accordance wi correspondencebetwee
counsel for the respective parties, the hearing on said d
nurrer is anticipated at nn early date, at the instanc

of counsel for the Trustees.
F. T .Mvers and W. A. Blount, Solicitors for Cor

plainant.

(3.) Mathilde G. Kittel against the rustees.Aou
in controversy, 8,7000 acres of public lands,

This suit was instituted by Mathilde G. Kittelex
trix, etc., against the Trustees of the Interal Improv
ment Fund, in the United Staes Circuit Cou for
Northern District of Florida, in Chancery, claiming
based upon the Legislature land grant, approved Febru
7th, 1883, to the Thomasville, Augusta & Tallahass
Railroad Company, by virtue of a deed uner foreclosu
proceedings, a certificate of the Trustees of the Intern
Improvement Fund, etc., praying, among other thing
for a decree directing the rustee to execute adeed
Mrs. Kittel for eighty-seven thousand acres of ,
thereabouts.

This suit was pending upo the pledings,exceptio
to the answer of the defendants havi been filed, wh
the case was seted between the litigants, and the
ordered dismissed.

Fred T. Myers and John A. Straley,,Solictors for D

plainant.

(4.) Trustees of the Internal Improveient



sitituted by the Trustees of the Internal
mprovement Fhunrd gainst Mathilde G. Kittel, as ex-

, whkhli suit was removed on xnot

etrix, etc.,i t the e United Cour t of the Second Judicial
ircuit of Florida, in and for Calhoun County, wain

Chancery, to remove cloud from title and cancel defend-
of mortgage deed, certificate of the Trustees, etc., to thirty-Improvement Fund, which suit was removed on motion

of the defendant toin the United States Circuit Court frct

the Northern District of Floria, to rewasuire awati

decision under stipulation of counsel, but upon the settle-

ment of the suit of atild G. Kittlam, as bexecutrig an obs

to tonavigble waterway. This suit was pending upon
billand anser before the Master in Chancery, under an
order of reference to take testimony. The testimony was

finally settled and filed, th case set for final hearing
before Judge ke on June 26th, 1907, at which time

counsel for the Trustees representing the defendants, ap-
eared and argued the case and submitteda brief. The

decree of the court ordered the injunction dissolved and

The United States District Attorney for the Com-



Am o in c on t t he r a

an stment of la nd cai ig t o ii

on e hundred and seventeen thouad r

be executed by the Trustes of the a

Fund, conveying to said l & N. I. . C .

lands.

This case on January 1st, 19 l, stoo

bill of complaint, alleging the pendency of the former suit
During Febriuairy, this plea waps argued by counsel before

March an answer was prepared by counsel for the Trus-
tees and signed by the defendants and filed in the case
to which a replication was filed, and several conferences
have been held between counsel, settling stipulations on
the testimony, which stipulations were filed ctober 28th,
the time for taking testimony to expire December 15th,
were filed October 28th.

The claims advanced in this suit were also disposed of
in the general settlement effected in L. & N. suit No. 1,
and reference is made to the summary heretofore given
of the terms of that settlement. The suit was ordered
dismissed on or about December 15th, 1907.

Blount, Blount & Carter, Solicitors for Complainant.

(7.) The Florida East Coast Canal & Transportation
Company against the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund.

Amount in controversy, 700,000 acres of publilands.
This suit was instituted by the Florida East Coast

Canal & Transportation Company against the Trustees,
in the Circuit Court of the Second Judicial circuit of
the State of Florida, in and for Leon Contypraying,
among other things, that the Trustees e decreed to reco
nize the legislative land grantto said company, and for
an injunction enjoining the Trustees from selling the



rii:• •, Soicitora for Comp,• ingrant, aggregating about 700,000 acres.ofc

This is standing upon demrrer to the billng of cothem- bill

plaint interposed by the defendants, an agreement having

been arrived at between the parties to said suitand the in-
matters complained of adjusted and set c its ed.

Cooper& Cooper, Solicitors for Complainant.

(8.) The Tallahassee Southeastern Railway Company

against the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Futnd.e

Amount in controversy, 110,000 acres of public lands.

This suit was instituted by the Tallahassee Southeastern

Railway Company against the Trustees, praying for an

decree directing the Trustees to recognize said railroad

land grant claims on its own behalf and those of its

predecessors in title, as set forth in its bill of complaint,
and from an injunetion enjoining the Trustees from using
the proceeds of the sale of lands located in Taylor County.

was made Trustees and argument by counsel there-

pending upon the rthe South-demurrer.

T. L. Clarke, Solicitor for Coinant. 1906,

(9.) The Wisner Land panyagainst the Trulands

of the Internal Improvement Fund. Amount in con-ws

of Florida, to the Gainesville, Ocala & Charlotte Harbor

Company, granted- by act aproved March 4th 1879, to



pany, now the Jacksonville, Tampa & Key West Railway1

eted to execute to said?

Complands soy; granted by anct approved March 12th, 1879, toi

grpaented by the Uniapter 34 of the Laws of 1883, to the South

ter fRailroing an appeance, aggregating an estimated
the yeare 1888 hafid gra demurrd ertain certiates, under

the case now stands on demurrer.wh J. LEnge, Solicaitor18 acres. The bill of

(10.) The Southern States Lad&imcomps bill of complaint against the Trustees be

dirStaeted Circuit execute o said Cotmpany de conveying the

lands so ranted, and to owindemnity for the ands not

to 398,000 acres, mentioned in the s. con su

N. R. R. Co., above referred to, which lan ls were i...n Aftertifilingcates issuappearance, counse for the Trustees
therein decribed, ande rer o these e bill of complaint and

ther things a statement tohe effect hatrer.

E. J. L'Engle, Solicitor for the Complainant.

ing f the lands bherny the Unitedates &Timber Company filed

State of lorida ithe Trustees ees in the United
ing Chaincery claiming to own thed cmifid lans amounteing
in title. The suit mentas filoned in the second suit of the L. &

pearance.. under the rules , wea demurrerincded
of t the Trustees in the yeaill of as

day.

therein descrid and these certifiites contained amongother thin-s from statelnt to thegefect that upon the pent-

in of the lands by the nited States Gover ent to the

2pearance u850 nder the rules, a dmurrer was filed on behalf

charging the sae or any part thereof for the purpose
or drainage or reclamation" and further, for a perpetual



iawas prepa&re4 b cpunel

in o injuncutigoanted an ornder to thr eset that ths Trus-
to , ea j from selling or o se disposing of any cf the

ng landsam, for the purpose of drainage or reclamation.
hoder further povide that "said Truatees shall

oner, have the right to sell, or otherwise dispose ~f

ilads, a smbervof acres not exceedting 100,000, forfor on.te 2of diyng tho pro eeds for the purpose of

shocause ho y tre inju, anc shall hdve the right afterwi mtha from this •are to m cke application to this

byurt fr ther ordeT e ousd ing the sale or disposition
Pensacoland for the purpose of whrai chae and reolamatihea
nh paying c the expenses of the torust.

te ob aeouit he 1fth dsy of das notice was served of
andsexcthe 10ri0 es by counsel for thee complinant

ing the samefior to u made bLefore Jdge Swayne on the
2Th der oMay fur a modifthation of said injunction, to

however, have the Truitets he enjoined from disposing

i lands a riber iofi exhibils no tached to 1th• billf

e pros usng the further order ofo the courtp and
drainage orreclamati ornder shall not, towhever, prevent
court for furthner orustees from heretfter showing to

ofsaidlandsforthe purpose of dra in-age, or the Court
Spa ing the e xuph fad oands not ex-

Oedng or0about a re, 13 th day rto afyor the submissieon
counsel forn the Trusteesbycounse fort pties and terpn

S descri the i in any proposed

sal my ecdeittobeneesar o epeientii~ toil pritiii
-toi N-iWhiigin this rder shal be contrued, a



4i :r the purJge raine or trec

Thaee iTrustes bexm tenjoie from t

satisfaction of the exhibitslandgrant to the biLouisville and Nash-of

ville Railroa dp of any, f ndr ho te ot the arument of the ase this proposed order was
denied and Judgeof Swne granted an order to the effect

tht disose Tst, ae s from pedfr, selling the lan de
scrib chad ing the exhibitsame forto theill of complaint and "from

en ore isp eept from the o t other lands patented tol
the Stated of Foia the S nate of d State, under the Act
S ates ndrer o pteme 2Act f Cong 18 of t heretofore so
nort excedng o10,000 from pedng, inc ering or othe

exceeding t 50,000, such lands to be selce by t ~ :te chargingr thsuccessorsame in the tpurposet. It drainage or

dere:lamation.

of The defendgrants, TruotheState of Florida by the United

rust, may, after six months from tis date, apply to his
court for further order exempting O 1an fo tStoperation of this injAct of ion. Nong of September 28th, 1850,
be excnstrued as d0,000 ermination of a selling value notes
to thxceedis suit to the lands involved selected byin the Trus-

In pursuance of the settlementrust. It was further or-
the . & fendant. R. . o. and the Souhern suessors in th
Timber Comay, after six monthsry of his date, apply to this

fore given, of theis injunction. Nehing in this order dsll

in the above suit, and counsel have agreed that said suit
shall be dismissed.

W. A. Blount, Solicitor for Complainant.

(11) The Wisner Land Company, cross-complainant,



A cross-bill was filed by e Wisner Land Company in

the suit of the anSouthern States Land an Timber alsom-
pany against the Trustees, to which counsel for the Trus-

tees prepared a demurrer to the bill of complaint, which
was duly iled, and the case, so far as it relates to the

Trustees, defendants, is now pending on demurrer. An
answer to the cross-bill has been filed by the Southern

SttsLand and Timber Company, pn which replication

O. •ooper, aoteitor for Wisner land Company.

has been filed; in answer to the cross-bill has been also
Sfile by the Florida East Coast Railway Comp any, t
which replication has been filed. Notice of hs pepdenq

was also tfiled by t: he Land Company with list ofd

lands attacheTrustees, claiming 2,00,000d.
John C. Cooper, solicitor for Wisner nund Company.

(12) The Florida East Cost Railwved ay ompan, cross-
coplainant, against the Trusteines of the Internal m-te
provement Fund. Amount in controversy 2.040,000 acres
of lands.

A cross-bill was filed by the Florida East Coast Railway
Company in the suit of the Southern States Land and
Timber Company against the Trustees, claiming 2,040,000
acres of lands of the Internal Improvement Fund under
a legslative land grant approved -May 19th, 1895. and
praving for a decree directing the Trustees to execute

deeds thereto, etc. Afer entering an appearance under
therles, counsel for the Trustees prayed and filed a de-

murrer to sid cross-bill, which has been set down for
hearingandhe cae is pending, so fr as it relates to
the Trutees, defendants, upon said demurrer.

The Floridn Coast Line Canal and Transportation Coin-
pany, one of the defendants named in said cross-bill, has

entere special appearanc objecting to the jurisdiction
of the court, having filed a motion to quash the subppnna,

etc.The isner Land Company has filed an answer to
said cross-bill.



Frdof lorirMa, elaioing to be Flora s

(1uner ichard G. Peters, against the Trustees of the

thternatlantiprovement Fund. n n n e
appth oximntey 400,000 ares of Olans and 265,00 i

ih by he G.sPeters instituted suit ain
prhe nited State ircuit Court fore a orthen
of Florida, claiming to b e the owner of the
under the pr ovisions of Chapter 42 e, Laws of

said lands, etc. An appearance was fiie und€ler

the b alf of the uwannee ver, and alleging aemong
things thebill of wnership of 1,000by res of land here

sold by the Trustees to Neill G. Wade in Taylor County,
praying for spedific performance and for a conveyance of
said lands or for like lands, or for a money decree for
such proceeda received by the Trustees from the sale of
said lands, etc. An appearance was filed under the rules
on behalf of the Trustees, and a demurrer prepared to
the bill of complaint by counsel for the Trustees, which
was duly filed and set down for argument, and at the
instance of counsel for the Trustees, was called up for
hearing before Judge Shepard, on the 28th day of Ocber,
1907, at which time the case was argued and a brief filed.
A decision has not yet been handed down by the court
on said demurrer.

Maxwell & Reeves, Solicitors for Complainant

(14) The United Land Company, agait the Trus
of the Internal Improvement Fund. Amount in contro-
versy 347,000 acres of public lands.

The United Land Company filed its bill of ciompl
against the Trustees, in the Circuit Cort fohS
Judicial Circuit of the State of Forid, in a
County, to compel speci perform a
cloud from the title to certain lands and quiet title
thereto, asking for instructions an



kng sale of certain lands in April, 1907. It conlaims
,00 of the lands belonging to the Internal Improve-
nt Fund, under the provisons of certain contr ats

etofre entered into tween he Trustes of the Inter-

nl Improvement Fund and Hamilton Di ston and asso-

fFlorida, which t ends were attempted to be conveyed

othe Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal & Okeechoe Land
Cempany, and by it to the Disston Lands applied for
it mortgaged to the Columbia Avenue Safe Deposit,

Ttle Guaranty, Svings & Trust Companyf conveyed by

urrer was prepared by counsel for the Trustees and
dduly set down for hearing, and argued before Judge

nes at Titusvile on r about November st, 107. De-
ion is not yet been handed down on the demurrer.

Bryan & Bryan and P. A. Vans Agnew, Solicitors.

(15) Elbert N. Mabry, against the Trustees of the In-
trnal Improvement Fund. Amount in controversy, part
seven sections located near Lake Jackson, in Leon

Elbert N. Mabry filed his bill against the Trustees in
e Circuit Court of the Second Judicial Circuit of the
ate of Florda, in and for Leon County, describing cer-
in lands to which special reference is made, and alleg-

Sthat the patent from the United States to the State
Florida, dated December 6, 1883, did not pass any title

othe submerged lands of Lake Jackson, which have since



unsurveyed part of Sections 21, 22, 26 a27 28, 33, 34 a

t. f pearce•ereof..The.bi

lake as s n by the meander line to the middle of said

lake, but bhat spid patent constitutes a cloud on the com-
plt aians t d lands, and greatly impairs the
value thereof. The bill prays that the cloud on the title

wmas be removed, Tu and finjunction, and that the

Fred T. Myers, Solicitor for Compln nant.

(16) The Trustees of the Internal m v
against the Louisville & N ashville ailrad omanyAmount in controesid ay bedireed out 2be cancelled, iin so far

rom th e final decree conernder and that the Trus-
for theay sm perpetually enj 251,102oined5, froman appeasserting any title
to sited Staes byiruit Court of patent, from selling

Circuit at New Orleans. e original rrd t awas iled AfJuly h, appe107 arance had been uly filed to this

record were filed in the appl]late court on Septe bie4th, counsel for the Tefees preparedal a ndenorrr, which
ven tsiedhat the Trcaustees ad filed, and the case is now

early paT. of the year Solici08 Co mplainant.
(1and completed hiTrustees brief the final heprovent Fund,

but unt pon controversyipulatioabout ,000 in money.
asof the 9tfinalh day of e ered instheTstees
for ett snt of sa25102.d case anappealas ken the

United Circuit Court havig pp for the Fifth

Circuit aa Ned Orlens. The original record on the appeal

was iled Jul th, 1907 and printed nscrips of thera



S If lnds Iin Cay and Putnm C i,

ring the year 1907, have prepared and furnished n-
in reply to inquiries, the following topinions:re of aags

for such trespass, the status of the title, ownership and
rights of the Trustees, etc.

(2) Opinion relating to the liability of the Trustees
of the Internl Improvement Fund for the payment of

t nds issued by the Florida Railroad Company, etc.
(3) Opinion relating to the delivery of certain Colum-

bia County bonds, numbers 59, 67, 75, 80 and 207, under
resolution of the County Commissioners of Columbia
County.

(4) Opinion relating to the plan of survey and plat
of the reclaimed lands in the Everglades.

5) Opinion relating to the status and condition of
SFnd, advice as to adjusting the claims of the L. & N.

R. . Co., final decree, etc.
(6) Opini relative to the liability for indemnity
nd an relatin to the propriety of deeding lands in

correction of Deed No. 13396.
(7) Opinion relating to the constitutional provision

tht require twenty-five per cent. of the sales of public
lands to be paid into the State School Land Fund.

BRIEFS.

During the year 1907, in addition to the opinions fur-
ive prepared for use in connection
with the cases pending, briefs in the folowing cases:

12-TT



(6) On the demurrer to the secon

R. R. Co.

(4) On the final hearing of the suit of the L& N. R. R.
Co., in the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

(5) On the demurrer in the case of Richard G. Peters.
(6) On the demurrer in the United Land Company's

case.
(7) On the demurrer in the ase of th u

Land and Timber Company.
(a) Also on the motion to show cause why the

injunction should not be granted.
(h) On the motion to show cause why the condi-

tional injunction g ted should not be
modified.

(8) On the final hearing in the case of the United
States vs. Heitman, et als.

OONFERENCES WITH THE TRUSTEES.

During the year 1907 I have attended all the confer-
ences and meetings of the Trustees, when requested so to
do. I have appeared before the United States Courts at
Pensacola, Jacksonville, Tampa, and Tallahassee, and
argued the questions involved in the litigation pending in
the varous cases; and before the State Circuit Courts at
Titusville and Tallahassee. I have given prompt atten-
tion to all matters that have been assigned to me, i
connection with the litigation and matters presented to
me for opinion, the details of which have been fully
reported from time to time to the Trustees.

L y•n



Several reports as agent have been furnished Trustees,
all of which are self-explanatory. Quite elaborate mem-
oranda stepnotes have been prepared and furnished Trus-

teesshowingcorrespondence, efforts, etc., in settlement
L. & N. and matter, to be filed.

The account of Hon. W. S. Jennings, General Counsel,
was approved and ordered paid, as follows:
For services in the matter of settle-
ment with the L. & N. Railroad

Company's several suits, as stated
in reports of said settlement al-

lowed by the Trustees.......... .. 5,000.00
To balance on aect. salary, 1907..... 2,500.00

To three months' salary of stenogra-
pher and typewriter at $75.00 per
month ....................... 225.00

To four months' salary of stenogra-
pher and typewriter at $75.00 per
month ....... ................. 300.00

To expense acct. in representing Trus-
tees, hotel bills, traveling expenses,
etc. ........................... 383.40-$8,408.40
The Trustees then adjourned.

W M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., December 28, 1907.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governbr.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following resolution was adopted:



(a) A statement showing the balance to the credit of
the Trstees at the close of business December 31, 1907,
in each bank in which the Trustees have a deposit, with
statement of the amiount and character of collateral held
by the Trustees from each of said banks to secure such
deposits.

(b) A statement showing the receipts and disburse-
ments of the Trustees dluring the year ending December
31, 1907, classifying disburseents under heads as
follows:

1. Office expenses.
2. For employees other than those connected with

drainage.
3. Traveling expenses.
4. Court costs. ,:
5. Counsel fees.

6. Other costs of litigation.
7. Cost of drainage operations in 1907.
8. All other disbursements.

(c) A classified statement of all expenditures made by
the Trustees in connection with drainage operations, such
statement to cover the period, by calendar years, begin-
ning January 1, 1905, and ending December 31, 1907,
under heads as follows.

1. Costs of dredges:
(a) Material, (b) freight, (c) labor, (d) other

costs.
2. Costs of operation of dredges:

(a) Labor, (b) provisions, () fuel, (d) launches.
3. Costs of repairs of dredges.
4. All other costs of drainage operations.

(d) A statement showing when each dredge began work,
the time each dredge has worked during the year, and
the work accomplished by each dredge.

• i!•W~ ii~l



of Se. 12, in Tp. 14 S., R. 23 E., Marioini CoUfnty, which
statements show that said land is principally timbered

with low hammock, live oak, wateroak, cabbage palmetto
and slash pine, and that a large part of said section is

subject to overflow, and that a part of said land lies in
a valueless prairie, and further, that the above described

nd is all that is vacant in said section, the Trustees
on December 14, 1907, directed the Commissioner of Agri-

culture to sell said above described land to J .D. Shaw of
Ma County. The money having been received on .t

of December, deed did not issue until then.

B. E. MLin Commissioner of Agriculture, presented
the Trustees a report from Sheriff D. B. Bird of Jeffer-

Isn Cbunty, Florida relative to material attached by him
as aresult of trespass having been committed upon some
Stateswap and overflowed lands in said county. The
report of the sheriff indicated certain crossties and cord
wood which was being removed from State land, the same
having been atached and sold by the sheriff, the total
proceeds from which sale amounting to $102.0, from
which the sheriff had dedcted the expense of surveying
th :land, advertising the property and his one-fourth
commission as provided by law in such cases, which left
a balance of $6127, for which the said Sheriff Bird
enclosed his check in the name of B. E. McLin, which the
said McLin has this day endorsed to the Trustees of the
nternal Ip nnt Fund as a balance due th Trustees

from the sale of the property attached. Said report by
the said D B. Bird to the Commissioner of Agriculture
is hereby approved and the amount of said check ordered

turned into the general fund of the Trustees.

The quitclaim of the Hillman-Sutherland Company to
the W of S S. 32, Tp. 3 S., R. 24 E. which tract was

erroneously conveyed to said company in deed No. 16030
by the Trustees, having been read and found to be a cor-



Sutherland Company for said tract. The reason of th
quit-claim to the Trustees and the remittance of the

limit of the old Florida Railrod, a it ing i
of the Trustees not to conflict the title of an innoce
purchaser, the above order was passed d th
sioner of Agriculture directed to trnsmit said quit-clai
to the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Duval Co yo
recorded.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B.BOWAD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., January 3, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present :

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. ('Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The account of H. & W. B. Drew Company gni
Trustees for seventeen dollars, blue prints furnished, wa

Attest:

W M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secreta. Governor.



* **..**: * ..* Tallahassee, Fla., Jan.. 4, 1908.The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Preseint:

N. B. Broward, Governor.or.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. M in, missioner of Agriculture.

The account of I. N. Withers, salary and expenses a

paid-156.72.

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Jan. 6, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
W. V .Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. MeLin, Comnuissioner of Agriculture.
i. N. Withers, Agent for Trustees, made the following

report upon the claims of certain alleged settlers upon
lands lying in the Everglades:

S Lake City, Fla., Nov. 5, 1907.

Tallahassee, Florida.

In accordance with instructions from your honorable
board I have examined settler's claim on State lands in



Lauderdale, claim filed November 22nd, 1897, on of
SE- and SE of SWj, Section 1.

P. N. Bryan, Ft. Lauderdale,
1902, on S of NEj, Section 12.

1906, on E of SE of Section 12.

No improvement whatevr on either of above claims.
L H. Bryan, Ft. Lauderdale, claim filed May st1899

on Nj of NEJ, Section 13.

Abandoned claim and it is now occupied by J. W. Clark,
Ft. Lauderdale. His improvement consists of one palme
shack, with paper roof and one shack with one side
one end palmetto, the other side and end and roof of
paper; a shed for mule and cow, has three small clearings
of about half acre each, on which he will plant vegetables
value of improvements, ten dollars.
G. D. Bryan, -claim filed May 1st,• 189, on Ej of NWj,

Section 13. The only improvement is an Indian camp.
W. M. Hill, Ft. Lauderdale, clai filed December 3rd,

1906, on NW of NWj, Section 13.
Has farmed a few acres, also say he has frmed ten

or twelve acres of NWj (a part of G. D. Bryan's claim),
therefore he thinks he should be permitted to purchase the
said forty acres.

R. A. Bryan, Ft. Lauderdale, claim fled April 28th,
1899, on SWJ of NE3 and NWj of SEJ, Section 13.

No improvemnts whatever.
N. H. Braddock, Ft. Lauderdale, claim fled July 25th,

1899, on E½ of SEJ, Section 13.
Nothing done on claim.
H. D. Braddock, Ft. Lauderdale, claim filed November

11th, 199., on E , of SW,. Section 19.



Improvbment8 consiests of oile smnall shack and thr!ee

acres cleared and planted in vegetables; has also a fi

bananas and guavas. Improvement worth fifty dollars.

J. W. Braddock, Ft. a le, laim fe Aile d , 18Apr d,

19il aboutSE of enty and es of SE 0,e; nSction dhiche
he has assigned to N. 11. Braddock. Improvement con-

siss of oe small board hous, which he is liv ingd a

Sa a pakg sed. Has three hundred orange

and grape fruit trees, one hal in aring, eight Avocada

Sken & 3 i led claim on Ei of SE. Section 36,

Tp. 50, R. 41 and NE. of NEI, Section 1, Tp. 51, R. 41, on
which nothing whatever has been done.

In township 51S, Range 41E.
N. C. Pike, Hallandale, claim filed April 8th, 1902, on

Ej of SE-, Section 1.

J. E. Moseley, Hallandale, claim filed April 3rd, 1890,
on SE4j of SWj, Section 1.

Farmed about twenty acres in 1904; nothing done
since.

Sold claim to H. F. Ingalls, who is in possession and
has six acres cleared, on which he has five hundred two-
yea4-old grapefruit trees. Improvement worth five hun-

on% Wj of SE- and Ej of SWj, Section 2.
N. A. Carlson, Hailandale, claim filed August 13th, 1901,

on NEj of Secton. 11.
Improvement consists of small house and four or five

arms in cultivation. Improvement worth fifty dollars.
A. Andrain, Hallandale, claim filed July 25th, 1901, on

NJ of SE), Section 11.
Improvement consists of a house 20x2O and several

acres that have been cultivated in vegetables. Had barn



A LP. . Bryan, Hlat.ndale, claim fd Jy 2
Son S o f SE and E of SW, Section 2 11 b

Improvement consists of packing house and twenty-ive
acres that have mbeen cultivated i ee
ment worth twenty-five dollars.

C. H. Garthside, Miami, claimdal filed Aug t
on NEJ, Section 12.

P. N. Bryan, Ft. Lauderdale, filed cla im March 3r

1902, on Sj of NEj, Section 12, but neither G

Improvement consists in dwelling and sevlectS n

nor Bryan have made any improvements
Oscar Anderson, ty avocado ale, fied claim on Wj

Sectione acre11. i n pineapples. Impr

J. C. Bryan, HallSr., Dania, filed claim April 2th, 1899,

on SW of SEJ, Section 12.

Assigned claim to C. E. Ingall, Hallandale, ih iin

session. Ivemet consists in dwelling and several acres in

packing house, several acres in cultivation, onrl

cultivation on which are growing two hundred orange and

grapefruit t hundrees, fift avocado pears, fifty mangoes, guavas
acresnd oe in pineapples. Imp rovements worth onend

thousand dollars.

J . . Bryan, allSr., Dania filed claim April 20th, 1899,

on SWN of Section 12.

Assigned claim to C. E. Ingall, Hallandale, who is in

possession. Improvements consist of good, barn and
packing house, several acres in cultivation, on which he
has growing one hundred orange and grapefruit trees,
one hundred avocada pears, ten mangoes, guavas and two
acres in pineapples. Improvement worth five hundred
dollars.

W. Q. Bryan, Hallandale, claim filed April 20th, 1899,
on Nj of NE', Section 13.

No improvement.
J. B. Gordan, Biscayne, filed claim December 13th, 1901,

on SEj of NE j, Section 13.
Assigned December 20th, 1901, to Fannie I. rd.

No improvement, except a few acres cultivat
in 1903 and 1904.



; manlgos, ft l Jlapn sim 9 1 , "

Henry Clemmons, claim filed laim Deember 9th, 19on W

of NEl and SEj of NW and NE* of NW, Section 13.

No improvement.

Srii i ent a few acres in tomatoes sev-

J. MR. Charon, Hallandale, claim filed June 2t 18t9,
on W of N f, Section 13.

o improvement consists of dwelling ouse, ix acres
i cleard and cultivated, on which is growing four hundred
orange and grapefruit trees, twenty-five avocada pears,

ty- five mangoes, twelve Japan persimmons, plum s,
Sgu s, mnee applel , mulanarries, pineapples, besidy 13

flowers and a well. Improvement worth five hundred
dollars.

H. N. Gordan, Biscayne, filed claim December 9th, 1901,
ion SEn of Section 13. c

No improvement.
Frank Gordan (dead) filed claim December 9th, 1901,

on SW* of Section 13.
No improvement except a few acres in tomatoes sev-

eral years ago.
C. Al. Howell, Hallandale, claim filed November 13th,

1901, on NEI of Section 14.
No improvement.

. H. Johnson, allandale, claim ed October 31901th,

1901, on NW4 of Section 14.
No improvement.

John '. Wofford, Hallandale, claim filed July 13th,
1901, on SE-4 of Section 14.

Improvement consists of packing house, twenty-five
acres cultivated in tomatoes in 1902. Nothing since.

J. B. Coombs, Ojus, claim filed October 23rd, 1901, on
Ej of SW-, Section 14.

No improvement.
J. W. Wofford, Hallandale, claim filed September 23rd,

1901, on Wj of SWI, Section 14.
Nothing done. Mr. Wofford is dead and his widow

has moved to Atlanta, Georgia.



No improvement.

H. N. Harris, Oj , claim ed October 28th, 1901, on
SE¼- of Section 15.

No improvement.
W. T. Johnrson, Ojus, claim filed October 28th,

on Sj of SW ¼, Section 15.
No improvement.

John Anderson, cl allandale, claim filed December 10th,

Jo'hnson. Had ten acres in tomatoes, 1

1901, on N aof SWj S ,ctin 22.
No improvement (now in asylum).
J. W. Johnson, Ojus, claim filed October 25th, 1901, on

NEI, Section 22.
Abandoned claim and it is now being worked by Henry

Johnson. Had ten acres in tomatoes last season and

No improvement.

Charles Errickson, Hallandale, clha fil~d December
11th, 1901, on SEJ, Section 22.

No improvements.
George E. Galloway, Hallandale, has located a farm

on Ej of NWj, Section 22.
Has cleared land and set out four hundred and twenty-

five bananas and six avocada pears.
E. J. Glass, Buena Vista, claim filed March 26 1896, on

Ej of E, Section 23.

J. B. Gordan, Biscayne, also applied for same, but
neither has made improvement.

H. N. Harris, James Murphy, R. R Thompson, Fannie
B. Smith and J. M. Holding, file claim on W ofE
Section 23, but no improvement by either worth con-
sidering.

• ) ;A



L.tP , M fracil claim Oct S ber 26th, 1901,

N Wof a dwelling and seraIl ares i23.

E. W. S mith, Francis, lndo filed September 26th, 1896,

on NJ of NE and SW ofE Sectid dollars. No imprf Sove-

|r ent.

H. W. Padgett, claim filed March fifteen a1896,ona

trees, ten avocada pears,. mangoes, lines and guvas. Im-

pears, eight mangoes, a few orange trees, limes, lemons
and guvasn. ;Improvement worth one hundred dollars.
T balance of the claim is still held by Mr. Padgett, al-
though be is in business in Miami. About ten acres have
b leared, ;on which ae two old houses and fifteen or
twenty avocado pears, whic constitute the improve-

Note as to claim of John W. Leslie, Miami, Fla.
8 of NW e, Sec. 24, T. 51®S., R. 41E. He built house

before survey was made. After the survey the house
eto on the NE of SWj. Mr. Leslie wants to

retain is improvements. The NEI of SW+ is occupied
by J. S. Blackman, who has small settlemnt.

James W. Strange, Miami, claim filed March 13th,
1896, on 9ý of SE', Section 24. No improvement.

W. M. Brown, claim filed November 20th, 190, on N

John W. Leslie, iami, ai filed October i17th, 1901,



s sion ofJ. S.Blackman, whoiInd has small grove of young orange trecs on nd f

on Ejo of of NW and NES of SW and; NW of S
Section 25. Claim abandoned by Britt and now
by T G.G Pryor, who has made a cleing n i
palmetto houses 15x15 and 15x25 respectively set out
sixty orange trees, thirty-five lemons and nthree e
bananas. Improvement worth one hunded dollas.

J. J. Slevin, Buena Vista, filed cla July 27th, 19,
on SWj of NW1 and Wl of SWj, Section 25 and SE,
of SEc , Section 26. Claim abandoned by Slevin. SWi of
NWi, Section now occupied by J. M. Holding, ie has
several acres cleared and set in young orange trees. W
of SW¼, Section 25, now occupied by E. A. Brewer, who
has one house, one palmetto ho use, barn and spackn
house, four hundred young orange trees, fifeen m
goes, twenty-five avocada pears, forty guavas, limes,
lemons and eight thousand two hundre bananas. Also
sugar apple, tamarinds, etc. Impoveents worth two
thousand dollars.

R. E. Padgett, Miami, claim filed March 3th, 1896,
on W½ of NE a, Section 25. No improvement.

Ivan B. Padgett, Miami, claim filed March 13th, 1896,
on E½ of Ej of Section 25. Cleared and cultivated three

0. L. Brown, filed claim January 21, 19M8, on NE hof
Section 25, which includes claims of . Padgett and
Ivan B. Padgett, but has made no finent

Edward A. Brewer, filed claim fie 9th, 1898, on86
of SE, Section 32 and SW2 o •i . ..

...... ..r 3 1on j f E o Setin 2. leredan cutiate tre



igned claim to John DouglassS Jouly 8th, 1898. Douglass"Donald has sold an interest in claim to John . Neal,
they have in grove five hundred young orange trees, this

is an isan i the glades, known a Honey Hill.

187; improvements consists of twenty-five acres cleared
and set with orange and grapefruit, avocada pears, man-
goes and sixty thousand nursery stock.

John A. Harp, Fulford, filed claim on S1 of SEI, Sec-
tion 35. Improvement consists of five acres cleared and
set in orange and grapefruit. Mr. Harp lives on home-
stead adjoining said claim.

J. B. Studtill, Miam i, filed claim August 4th, 1906,
on SW. of SWJ, Section 36. Improvement consists of
i house 16x2 feet, two acres cleared and set in avocada
pears and mangoes.

Thomas A. Harp, Fulford, filed claim February 19th,
1896, on SE1 of SWI and SWJ of SE+, Section 36. Im-
provemient consists of dwelling, one hundred and fifty
large orange and grapefruit, two hundred small trees,
two hundred large avocada pears, one hundred mangoes,
guavas and limes.

Elijah H. Padgett, Miami, filed claim March 13th,
1896, and February 23rd, 1898, on El of NEI and NJ of
S , Section 36, transferred same to Noble Padgett.
Improvement consists of house, five acres cleared and
seti small orange and grapefruit, aocada pears and
guavas, said improvement being on NEI of NEI, and a
three acre learing on NW* of SE¼ for gardening.

. Peters, Lemon City, filed claim August 13th, 1900,
and October 20th, 1905, on W1 of NEI, EJ of NW+, Wj of

SE and NE of SW, Section 25, Tp. 52, R. 40. This
claim is situated on an island two miles in the glades,

the water is too low for a boat to be of service and the
muck tobrhigh for convenient wading, therefore I accepted~x~~~~,p·, ;b~~ p N~~O



W. l uena Via fled

e n Tp 54 R. 40 i i
:C ats W. W. mLee, nii filed on same lan....

ut neither appliant as de improvement
In Township 54s; Range 40E, 80 acres ech.
A. T. Carter has Ecaim on SWjS

Section 22. Improvement consistshe of a te r e i
and packing house and fifteen to twenty ar edultio a

taes had house but was destroyed by t

18th, 1906. Improvement worth one hunded illar. :

Fred. W. Kosel, claims Na and Nj of • , 1enttion 1P
Improvement cPnists of house 16x24, twlve acres El-
tivated in the 'glades, Rseveial acres .iubbed ner t
house, had packing house and barn but they Jwere de-
stroyed by storm 0ctober 18, 1 c90q, csidr. h'i j .i
provenent ortlh five hundred dollars. .

W. . Larkins claims Sj of SWj and S~ of Si ofi 5,
and NEc of SE; :Section 22. Has good wellig: *nd
twenty-five acres in cultivation. I trovnt worth one :

thousand dollars.
J. R. Burtashaw claims S of SEp , Section15 and. :

of NEm, Section 22. s Has o igt acesn cultivation ..

J. C. Burtashaw claims SWi tofB NE aind NW of S
Section 22. Has house i4l6 w with sh:ed rom t e,
twity-fivre acres in cultivjti9n. Imp n worth
tw0 hundred do v lars.

F. H. Soles, claims Wa of N Sei
stoB y hoube 12x18 with shod roo pci

thosaree hib e dollars.



-W A. Hobbs claims NJ of SEJ, Section 28. Has two

A. 1s. Ramsey claims J of SeJ, See. 28. Has house
12x20 and ten acres in cultivation. Improvement worth
one hundred and twenty-five dollars.

E. S. Montgoery clais Sof N and NJ of Sý See.
31. Nothing done. Cannot make improvement until road

E. .Kirkman im e of Se. 32; bught claim
from E. J. Robinson. Improvement consists of house,

barn and packing house, and fifteen ares in cltivabedon
Claim worth three hundred dollars.

J. P. Dowling, Larkin, claims all land described in
Secs. 15, 22 and 2S, but did nothing toward making im-

Claimants to lands described in Township 54, Range
40, have made a rock road to their claims, at a cost of

Joseph Jennings claims fractional WJ of Nwj, See. 4,
Tp. 55, R. 41. It being a point of land lying between Bis-

caye Bay on the East and a lagoon on the west, and with
the exception of a narrow sand beach on the bay side that

averages twenty-five yards in width in a mangrove swamp.
The only improvement consists of fourteen cocoanut trees

owns the Nw corner of Sec. 5, Tp. 55, R. 41. Adjoining
his land on the east is a mangrove swamp extending east

Said swamp, as far as I can understand, is Goverament



I am not prepared to say what his claim is worth. The

Mr. Richards. requests that should the Trustees not
recognize i right to th land under riparian right he be
allowed the refiusal of it when put on the marketi

Toumshtp 57 S., Range 40 E.

Henry H. Harrison claims all fractional See. 4, all
Sec. 5 and Ej of Nei, and Swj of Ne4 , and Sel of Nwj,
and E of w, and Se Se. 6. Nothing done except
filed claim. Graham & Patterson, Miami, applied for
same land in Sees. 5 and 6. Dr. Graham informs me he
does not want the land and would not pay for it if he
could get it. Joe Jennings, Miami, applied for the land
described above in Sec. 6; also Wj of Nwj, and Nwj of
Swj Sec. 8. I am reliably informed he has made no im

provement whatever.

Tounsp 58, Range 37.

James J. Harrison claims Swj of Nei, and Sel of Nwj
Sec. 15. Improvement consists of shack and one hundred
fruit trees, to wit: Grapefruit, orange, lime, guava, mango
and avocado pear. Worth fifty dollars.

S. P. Lewis claims Nwj of Set, and Nei of Swj, Sec.
15. Improvement same as above.

If. H. Harrison claims Swj of Se4, and Se4 of Swj
See. 15. Improvement same as above. In order to have

made personal investigation of these claims, I wold have

had to wade a swamp and bog four miles; therefore, I
accepted Mr. H. ~H. Harriso~n's statement as to what has
been done. He has named the place Palestine Key. It
is a part of Long Island, described on Jefferson Davis's
map.



tivation-planted in sugar cane and sweet potatoes
T. F. Aderman bought lot 2, Seh. 8, from R. J. Clark.
Irovement consists of dwelling and stable; eight acres
red and cultivated in sugar cane and sweet potatoes.
orth five hundred dollars.

. C. Dalrymple filed claim on lot 1 and Ne of Ne ~~of

six acres in sugar cane and six acres in other staple
crops. Has dwelling, cistern and quite a number of fruit

s. Worth five hundred dollars.

ohundred and fifty dollars.

.M. Bradley filed claim on lot 3 and Nei of Nwi
7. Improvement consists of house, six acres in culti-

on, fifty lime trees and five cocoanut. Mr. Bradley
killed in July, 1905, since which time his widow has

vd in Key West, but still holds the claim. Worth
Shundred dollars.

. R. Bradley filed claim on lot 4 and Nwj of Nwj Sec.
Improvement consists of dwelling, eight acres in culti-

ion on which are growing four hundred fruit trees, to
: Limes, lemons, oranges, grapefruit, guava, sappo-
as, Jamaica apple, avocado pears and half acre of
anas and three acres in sugar cane. Worth fifteen
ndred dollars.

Tonship 61 S., Range 33 E.

W. R. Burton filed claim on lot 1, and Nei of Nei, Sec.
1 Improvement consists of house and stable, twelve

limes in grove and four hundred in nursery; a few

also wharf and warehouse, Worth one thousand dolairs.

~ iiiii~ ieaiiii fewll
i ......... ..
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E. oerts. mproveetcosists of house t

acres in cultivation; six acres planted in s r a
Worthr five hundred dollars.

. Nelson filed claim on lot 3, S. 12. Sold to

Wo. E. Merriman, who sold to A. . Curry. Improvement

consists of small house, five acres in cultivation, plan
in fruit trees, sugar cane and sweet potatoes. Worth

three hundred dollars.

D. . Brinson filed claim on lot 4, See. 12. Sold claim

consists of two dwelling houses, one store house and post-

ofice and stable; ten acres in cultivation, on which are

cuavas. Worth fifteen hundred dollars.

E. A. McElroy filed claim on Sw of Ne, Se. 11. Im-

proveent consists of ouse and Several acres in cultiva-

tion. Worth two hundred dollars.

old claim to A. E. Conrad. Improvement consists of..

good dwelling and eight ntes in cultivation. Worth six

whundred dollars.



195

First National Bank of St. Augustine said fund, or
he notes that may be discounted or arranged to be dis-

counted, and the mortgage or mortgages securing the
same, in compliance with these resolutions," so that said
resolutions as amended shall read as follows:

"Whereas. On January 29th, 1910, a contract was en-
tered into between the Florida Coast Line Canal and
Transportation Company and J. M. Barrs, of Jacksonville,
by which it was agreed that on the release of certain deeds
Sthen held in escrow by Bion H. Barnett, the Canal Com-
pany, in whose favor the deeds were made by the State,
would convey to Barrs certain tracts of land aggregating
150,000 acres; and

Whereas, In December, 1910, one of the deeds above
mentioned was released to the Canal Company by agree-
ment with the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
under certain conditions and restrictions as to the use
of money received for the property. The deed released
covered 117,160 acres approximately and the said lands
were at once conveyed to Barrs, who paid one-quarter of
the purchase price in Cash and the balance in Notes bear-
ing interest at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, said
notes being secured by mortgages pn the property. In ac-
cordance with the agreement with the Board of Trustees,
the Canal Company deposited with the Barnett National
Bank of Jacksonville the cash payment, notes and mort-
gages, in order to create a fund to be used for Canal con-
struction purposes under the direction of Mr. J. . Wright
as engineer representing the Trustees. This fund, as al-
ready stated, is composed of cash and notes, and it appear-
ig that it will soon become necessary to discount said
nosin order to provide funds for construction expenses,

it being represented to the Trustees of the Internal
Imrovement Fund that the Barnett National Bank, the

nt holer of this fund, is not disposed to discount
these notes, and t may be found necessary to change the



both Lowe and Davis' places.

J.d . Thompso het al., February 8th, 1907, led applic

tion to purchase seven thousand acres in Township 61,
Range 34, the tracrt include the settlement of R. J. Clark,

M. Bradley and E. . Bradley. Adjoining the settle-
mile wide by two miles long, on the north and east of

Tosaid prairie to the township and range line is a button-

sid er this swamp of any value except for wood and cha

coal. The settlers mentioned above have taken up nearly

lars,

Gentlemen:• i
FollReowi spg ctfully submitted,

ingLady Lake, Fla., Jan. 3 1908.

plTo covered rdof ts of the

sta Internal mprimovement Fund,

have n ined the various claims of settlers on Statelands in Township 51 south, Range 41 ast. The follow-

himself, therefore was compelled to leave his place and
is living with his daughter in Miami. Taking into con-
sideration the fact that they went on these lands and

ments and have opened the way and shown what Man 1A



Section.
H. F. Ingalls, SE .of SWI .. . ........... I
N. C. Bryan ..... 12
C.E. Ingalls ......... .... ... ....... 12

J. R. Chalton................ 13

H.W .Padgett ........ ........... 324

John . Leslid lie .. . a. . part of the... 24
J. S. Blackman ............ ............ 24

T. G. Prior ......... . ......sand glades25 I

E.A.Brewer ........................ 25
John O'Neal .................. 32

.John O'Neal . ........... .. ......... 3
J. G. Truitt ........... ...... .... -. . 34

J. G. Truitt .......................... 3

John A. Harp ........................ 35

Thomas A. Harpg......... . . ....... 35

The following have built and live a part of the year

ecommend they be allowed to purchase eighty acres of

iand at $2.00 per acre. nd
Mrs. A. L. Inghllse.......vy..... it

ertilizing and a great deal of water they are very pro-
uctive, on the other hand too much fertilizing and two
ittle watermakes -a failure in a crop. I recommend this



$3.00 per acre.

N. C. Pike ......... :.........

C .W . Brown ...... ... ....... 2

. . Garthsides ............. ......... 1
P. N. Bryan ....... ... ;.... 12
J. B. Gordon ................. ...... 13
H. N. Gordon, Biscayne ... ............ 13
C. . H owell............... ........ 14
.J. H . Johnson ........ ...... . ....... 14

J. T. W offord ............... 14
J. B. Coombs .......... ......... ... 14
J. W. Wofford......... .......... 14
Edwin Anderson............. ..... 15
H. N.Harris....................... 15
S. L. adgett......... ........... 23
E. H. Padgettn ...... . ........ 23
1. B. Padgett ..................... 25
J. M. Holding .................... 25
J. J. Hamilton .................... ·..• 23 ii

. L. Silcox ..... ..................... 22
John Anderson ...................... 22
E. P. Byington...................... 24<

The following claims are abandoned:
Section.

Oscar Anderson................... . ... 13
W . 0. Bryan................ . . ......... 13
Henry Clemons ...................... 13
H. N. Gordoni....................... 13
W. T. Johnson ..................... 15
E. W. Johnson.................. 21
E. W. Johnson ........... .......... 22
C. W .'Coomlb .......... ........ 22
E. J. Glass ................. ...... 23

R . Padgtt ....... 25



Ala clbna ts o andso N 1 at Flmigo 3h4hvbe

at great expense in clearing and improving said lands, I
recommend they be allowed to purchase their claims at

t1.25 per acre.l Sec. Tp.S. R.1E.

John Douthitt, Lo 1 and NEI of NEI. .. . 7 61 34
W. E. Merriman, Lot 2 and NWj of NE-4 7 61 34
Mrs. G. M. Bradley, Lot 3 & Nilfof NWj 7 61 34
E. R. Bradley, Lot 4 and NWj of NWj. . 7 61 34
T.F.Alderman, Lots1 and 2........... 8 61 34
R. J. Clark, Lots 3 and 4 .............. 8 61 34
W.R.BurtonLot 1and NE of NEI.... 12 61 33
A. P. Curry, Lots 3 and 4............. 12 61 33

E. A. McElroy, SW of NEI........... It 61 3
A. E. Conrad, Lot I and SEJ of NE..... 11 61 33
R. S. Douthit, N-J of NW- ....... ...... 11 61 33
Miss Grace F. Jack, N i of NE+........ 10 61 33
E. A. Converse, S 1 of SW-.......... 3 61 33
E. Converse, NW41 of NW} ... .......... 10 61 33
S.L.Roberts,NJof NEJ .......... 9 61 33

-D. H. Griffin, Wof NWj............ 9 61 33
J. A. G. Embly, Ej of NEI 8 6 1 334........... 61 3
Jam"s Roberts, SWj of NE .......... 8 61 33
L. Roberts, SEj of NW+ & NEJ ofSW*.. 8 61 33

ML. Roberts, NW of SW .......... S 61 33
McL. Robets, NEI of SE (usurveyed) 7 61 33

E. L. Eaton, Frac. (1Sjof SEj unsur-
veyed) .......... . ........ . . 7 61 83

E.S. RobertsSEofSW ......... 3 61 33
E. S. Roberts, NEJ of NWj ............ 10 61 33
E. S. Roberts, Lot No. 2. . ... . .. .. .. .. ... 12 6t 33
R. D. Vening has claim on unsurveyed

land supposed to be in . ............. 3 1 34

1 . WITHERS.

Afsa claimants for land in Township 54S, Range 40E,
who have built a rock road and dyke across a marsh in
order to reach their land, I recommend they be allowed
to purchase eighty acres of said land at $1.50 pracr e.



J.i C. Burtashaly ....... . ..

• W. A H obbs ............... 2

A. H. Ramsey .......... ....... 28
E. H. Kirkman............... 32
M . T. Cheshire......... ...... 33

S. A. Belchr filed claims on part of Section 33, but
informed me he did not want to buy it.

E. S. Montgoery filed claims on part of Section 31,
but has performed no work on claims.

Andrew Hardie wants to buy Ej of NEI of Section 28,
on which no claim has been filed. It is pine land and
very rocky.

Mrs. S. P. Coats and W. W. Lee, of Miami, have filed
claim on S4 of SE+ section 34 Tp 53 S, . 40 E and NJ
of Nei Sec. 3, Tp. 54 S, Range 40 E, but neither have
made improvement, therefore entitled to no concessions.

W. I. Peters, Lemon City, wants to buy his claim in
Tp. 52 R. 40, but until survey is mad i unableto lcate
the claim.

The clanims in Tp. 50, R, 41 of Frank R. Oliver, See I
and P. N. Bryan, Fred T. Fisher and W. P. Cromer, See.
12, and Sketlon & Bemis, See. 36 and See 1, Tp. 51, R. 41,
deserve no concession whatever.

Henry HI. Harrison, Miami, has filed claim on all Secs.
4 and 5 and parts of See. 6, but informed me he does not
want the land.

Dr. Graham, Miami, filed claim on portions of Ses.
5 and 6, but he also informs me that he would not buy the

Joe JTennings, Miami, filed claim on portions of Sees. 6



J. B. Studtill, Miami, has claim on SWof SW, See.

Sloan three times to give me a statement in writing set-
ting forth his claim, but he has failed so far to do so.

I think Mr. Harp has best right to the land.

While at Flamingo in October I talked with Mr. R. J.
Clark about his claim in SEj of SEJ, Sec. 5, 61-34, and
he replied he had no claim whatever on said description,
but I learn since he has sold the same to Mr. T. F. Alder-

Edward Russell, pre-emption claim No. 248, fractional
See. 13 61-32.

John Ingalls, pre-emption claim No. 247, in Sec. 14-

William Roberts claim fractional NEI, 14,61-32, has
been abandoned several years.

H. C. Lowe and George W. Davis having improved their
places and are now living on same should he allowed some
concessions as settlers in 61-33 and 34. That is the right to
buy their claims at $1.25 per acre.

The original of which report is to be found on file in
the office of the Commissioner of Agriculture.

Upon motion the report of Mr. Withers was approved

The former resolution affecting the sale of certain lands

offered at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, be

Upon motion it was ordered that Mr. John W. Newman



not established their settlements for one year prior to

th Miami Bcou o f roee adate ,

the Trcommunication is as fol claims as ivg any prior
rights to saied sethat thers, but will hold saisd lands for ale

regt suh ewicere as ma seemiam re aive to the iTru

possible in this vicinity." ·i
Thatcompanying this resolution be wt t i

by iten of th County or f Da nengj nth TiiSe.-

tees of the Internal Improv emnt iwdto6 caasve
to be maede .from the hea of l th o s"i r o the M
River in a westerly dir on, ad fa cm nication fro
the engineers i charge may daeemd January , itd19 whi
to placing dredges at work, and to cut out a.llows ',
at te-head d ohat te vernod cui such canals ti pace a
necessary to reclaim the rriami Rie, to be ued for the

p rdred tohat thein c nomm oricaion oit t B Othe Evergladewest of this peitywitns, be fiobjed ct of reclaiming all the land

possible in fthis vicinity." Mm ct wtt?

by citizens of Miathe County of Date, urging upon the Trus-tn ine cae rtom the hham tht e soutbh for of te Miami

ier in a westerly direction, and such other courseas

the etgineers in charge my deemn advisable, with a view

Ordered that the communioation of the Board of Trade,

lined in the petitions, at a price satisfactory to the Tru*-



tee that the Trustees would be willnting to invest the pro-

ceeds of such sales in the purchase of a dredge boat and

the operation of the same ithian the oar perritory and along

the l ines indicated in said pe tit ions.misione oee

Hon. B. E. McLin submitted the following matter:d.

An pplication fro Mr. F. M. Hery, of Lee County,i

fi~ p~t Ci"j·4 ndTI'un.ber Company
eof nw0gy , 1908, relative to the claim ofto purchase lot 3 of ai of eetio 34, Township

ments of disinthe statements of four disinterested par-

he C ommissioner was dire ~ted t refernce to t. he
SeJninSe. 4,fr T. 4 st, . 23E, aem acing 4a.01

from he Southern States and aostnd Timber man-

b earing date of Januaryive aive to the clandim of
said Cetpany aforccept the ffe of Section . M.Township

of the report of his opinion on same.iner

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest: N. B. BROWARD,
lW. M. MljNTOS, JR., Governor.

Semretary.



Present:
NB. Broward, Governor.
AC.C) Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney Genral.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

As the Trustees had received several applications to
purchase Jew Fish Key lying in Sections and 2, T.
64S, R. 35 E, Monroe County, and had directed the Com-
missioner of Agriculture to notify the applicants, J. V.
Harris, George W. Reynolds and George L McDonald that
said Key would be sold to the highest idder, the min-
inum price which would he considered by the Trustees
was $25,00 per acre, and the Commissioner of Agriculture
not having heard from said applicants, with the exception
of Dr. J. V. Harris, who ofered $25.00 per acre fr the
land. It was ordered that deed be issued to Dr. J. V.
Harris or his order, and the purchase money having been
remitted by Dr. J. V. Harris with the request that deed
be issued to Lovie Turner, of Monroe County. The
acreage of said key being 30.50 acres and at $25.0 per
acre, amounting to $762.50.

The following accounts were presented and ordered
paid:

John McDougall, P. M., postage for Salesman's
office .............. .... ............ $129

Hillman-Sutherland Company. Refund on old en-
try. See minutes Dec. 28, •1907....... .... .. 08.2

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest: Governor.
W. M. MelNTOSH, JR.,

Secretary.



N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

B. E. McLin, Conimissioner of Agriculture.

After considering the application and offer of Mr. J. E.
RoweofHilliard, Fla., for the of lot 1 of See. 11, in

T. 2N, R. 23E, Nassau County, and the statements of
disinterested persons as to the character of said tract,

and further, the fact that Mr. Rowe had purchased this
land in 1892 as a tax deed, paying $18.00 therefor and
having lived on the land ever since, thinking that he had a
good title to it, the Trustees agreed to sell said land to
Mr. Rowe at $1.00 per acre, the amount of his offer and
the Commissioner of Agriculture was directed to issue
deed embracing above described land.

After considering the application of Mr. A. Hod~es,
Kent, Florida, and the statement of disinterested persons
as to the value of the land, and the further fact that
Mr. Hodges had purchased the land at a tax sale, thinking
he had a good title to it, and having lived on thie land for
the past nineyears, and further that he was unable to pay
for the land, but that his friends and neighbors agreed to
buy it for him if the Trustees would sell at 50 cents per
actheTrusteesagreed to sell Mr. Hodges the land upon
which he is living, to-wit: NE of NW See. 3, T. I N, R.
23 E, at 50 cents per acre, and the Commissioner of Ag-
riculture wa directed to issue deed to Mr. Hodges, em-
bracing said NE of NW See. 3, T 1 N, R. 23 E.



onaleFa, a.1-i198

W. V. Knott, Sate Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

The following account was presented and ordered
paid:

Bryan, Agent, payrolls in re-draiuage........$2,519.16
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BOWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Jan. 28, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptr-.ler,
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Nitorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissionc-r of Agriculture

Where, under certain negotiations betwe the Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the tate of
Florida, certain deeds were executed, among them Deed
No. 16076 under date of December 5, 1907, conveying
374,831.84 acres of land, and through the inadvertence of
the clerk or draughtsman, misguided by the plat in the
office of the Commissioner of Agriculture, from which the

description of the land was taken nd relied upon in the
prepration of said deed, inadvertently omitted to include

and embrace in said deed the south half of section 34, T.
468, 30E, which land was embraced in the certificate



by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund on thea

issue to the Louisville & Nashville Railro ad Company assuccessor of the Pensacola and Atlantic Railroad Corn-
deed embracg said south half of ection 34, in

township 46S, Range 30E.
The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Feb. 5, 1908.

Thei Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

* I:,,• . :w e t* .. * . ; * ;

N. B. Broward, Governor.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture

Whereas it was made known to the Trustees during the
ont of tober, 1907,that the United States Govern-

SDrainage Engineers, who perate under the direc-
tion of the Department of Agriculture, through Mr. True
s head of the u u were being sought after, and in-

ents ofered by way of furnishing trains by persons
in the States of Louisiana and Missouri, that were used

by the engineers of the Bureau to travel about on through-
out these states, and explain the benefits of drainage to

the people, thereby popularizing it; and that the engineers
14-1. L



e made on the land; and thethiat if th oe Departmentart t
Aould i urnish the engdineers te evera e a

launch e southo ern portion of Lake Okeechobee in connection

he worth theirhe eys and lines of levels they had concluded

coridag and to the Internal Iustrnt uniin thedbe made oth Governor was tcted eing informed

hire a suitab tm t len launch for the ue of t . 0rstSuprviinug Drnish nage Engineer of the Dpartment with aof

Agrieultulre, Aam the ehglfeers and men under him. •On this, the workh a bove referred to, as they deemed

rep ortd to the enrstees that he hat alon to the Stte f
to Fort Lauderda e, as suIggntedrl I vement F ; there-
amined several launches at Mria, to either chand rc
sonille, Mr. J. 0. Wright, the use sing DMrain. En-.ginervising Drainage Engineer of the DeUnitepartment of

acgompanying ad him,e engindeers and then u r him.
launch that was safe any o uld r , Gvernoly uBrowrd
a ea trip and frdal asp s ete cbee by the Trustes, en-

gineers above referred to, was of such a 'chaacter as
would not be ueful to the te in the wk f the
dredges now being usd in excavating in the Everglades
after the engineers had used it; that it was therefo
deemed best to hire the launch referred to by the Gov-
ernor, instead of purai it, the hire of te
ten dollars per day for a period of niot less than foBr
days, was agreed upon and

It was further ordered that one hndd dollars be
sent to Mr. J. 0. Wright, SupervisingDrainage gineer

: 5: :JA
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h charter money of- the launch.
The Trustees then adjourned.

W . McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretar. Governor.i

flw cy of com emuication from w. S. Je.

Tallahasseonlle, Fla., Feb. 510, 1908.

Ln ompa Agant The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.

Ad ssed to you byC , e Wisner

. H E Attonvrle, Floridee Jan-

lH 9dedwhich you.handed to me on or about the
B. E. MLin, Commissionere aviof Agricultdurng that

The following copy of communication from W. S. Jen-

ngs, Agent for Trustees, ing that e reference to settlement with
e Wisner Land Company, was ordered spread upon-

that have een pening betweenminutes.

Jacksonville, Fla., Feb. 5, 1908.

egotiations for Settlement of Me Claims of th Wisner
Land Companvy Against tw Trustees.

Mr. D. R. McNeill,

he compromise proposition contained in your letter re-

yourself and myself, as the agent and representative of

Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida re-



under date of December 2nd, 1907, and the proposition
under date of December 6th, 1907, in which you stated
at length your selection of lands by the usual and ordinary
descriptions, to which is added your valuations of the
lands so listed, situated in 16 counties of t
Florida, and as is referred to in daft of l memo um
of agreement prepared by me as of the 16th
cember, and modification thereto prepared by Mr. J.
Cooper, counsel for the Wisner Land Company
plemental agreement prepared under yo d
the agreement prepared by Mr. Cooper, the matters re
fered to in my telegram under date ofDecember
1907, in reference to certain landsdescribed i your
having been previously sold, your selections as fuTrni
under date of December 19th, in lieu thereof, and fr
cash balance as stated and conferences and corrspond-
ence incident thereto, the latter part of said letter in
which is embraced the resolution passed by the Wisn
Land Company under date of the 21st inst., appearin
to be a counter proposition, which has been consider
and is rejected, and you were advised on behalf of th
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, that the n
gotiations embracedi in the memorandum of agreemen
of the 16th inst. prepared by Mr. Cooper and the su
plemental contract thereto prepared under your directio
and as verified in part, called to your attention by
phone message of the 17th inst., by your letter of the 19
inst., lands that you described andselected in your le
of the 19th inst., in lieu of certain lands embraced in y
letters and valued by you as therein set forth, is acc
able; that the remaining acreage valued at $2.00 per a
in lieu of which you did not selectlans, payable
money, is satisfactory, and that I am prepared to con
the negotiation along the line of our agreement as so veri-
fled, and to deliver to you withut delay a good and
ficient deed of conveyance to the landn the list t
have prepared, in accordance with saidareementand



You were further advised at that date, that the Trus-
s o t In Improvement Fund declined to make

r ther proposition in this behalf. These
egotiations have been delayed on your part, and your

pfrom time to time of the cause of such de
ys ha ppeared reasonable and satisfactory, but the

allahassee is being burdened with inquiries
ff t to nswer pending these negotiations, on account
ds embraced in your list and selections having

en temporarily taken off the market for the purpose
ding these negotiations, a deed having been ex-

by the Trustees embracing the verified list, which
l have in my possession, and which has been exhibited

Su, together with accepted draft of the Trustees for
blance found to be due in money, according to our
al conferences, and the terms of the agreements

hretofore referred to.
am now directed by the Trustees to inform you, that

these negotiations are concluded by the 15th day
ruary, 190, that the deed and the accepted draft

be rturned o the Trustees, the lands embraced in
selections ill be placed upon the market, and the
g suits will be pressed to final determination.

Yours very truly,

W. S. JENNINGS, Agent.

eccot f he irst Natioal Bank of Tallahassee
r Reed A. Bryan, pay-rolls in r drainage, for 3,378.42,

as approved and ordered paid.

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. M NTOSH, JR., W. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.



Orooms, by Ho. W. F. ~bi3,IM

T he Trustees onE

N. B. Broward, Governor.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

W.a . Ellis, lAtorila.ney Gene

B. ferr. MLing a o yor letter of Agriculture.

to submit the following as a prelissed to Ron. A.
opinion relating to the bond of rdered Pensacd uolapon the

Railroad. Company Cor fole hr dollas

April 1st, 1860, with five coupons attached for HinereSt,

each of the for dollar, as

ter a rndres n to you under letter of 'the 1st in n, I b

I have made a careful examinalion of the
uites of the Trustees of the InXterna Improvement n

from 1855sub t 1905 in clusive, on the jei t of the

of the Trustees of the Internal Improement

opinithe State of Florida o bonds of the Pensaol & Geo
Railroad Company yfo r fie hundred doars eah, a

to find in themi fr twe llrs als ref d to in te

ter addressed to you under date of January 30, 1907, by
I have made a careful examination of the printed min-

tes of the Trustees u on the b ternl I rovement Fund
fomm 185u to 10 inusi, o t su t of t liailiy

of the Trustes of the Intern Impro ent Fund of
the State of Florida on bonds of the Pensacola & Georgia

to find in the minutes where anv liability is affirmatively
expressed or set forth as a guaranty or fixing a liability
of the Trustees upon the bands referred to in Mr. Foster's
comimunication to you.

I called upon Mr. Foster and he was good enough to
permit me to inspect one of the bonds in question, whch
was numbered 145, executed by the Pensacola & Georgia



ah of thm for tw tily dollars, numbered 16, 17 M , 8 19

a e ty, q g to thr• hn mD q,•4 ·"d 20 r espectively, wsigned E. Hustowe Pre ident, and F.

ra com jhy the Congress of the United
lg ~ e tate of Florida, to aid in the con-

yl i rf fto . sad Trustees to se ,at leas sa, .d ds, py the inteest on the bond ande
cent. pe sinking fund fondr e citimate payment of he

scui ; realso a secoi nd mortgage on their roadway,
coeed station, franch ises and equipment with power on

their la lig on tse ion of said aroadwaydepots, sta-ilaas,se ad Laou judicial amouthi prelimina process

w:hateer, with power to lease or sell or otherwise dispose
of as in their discretion they may deem most for the in-eihof thoe bnd rlders, andw trust certificate a to the
said railrad c isuedo etc., the amount of 5h00,000
ttes n follow the sgnature of the railroad officials

rui form, acknowledgingth power to saidt the ompaTrusteey has ex-atd ee said loeyandce to the iustees as set fot in tah

onstitute a inking und thes have accepted the said oust,
principh ; also a signed byWiliagm Bailey, John C.
whatever, wt with th seal ote selothesola :andi p

of as ina their diseiOompan thuy a e. most for in-

terest of the bothatles t an .trheusbn or the as oupon

identiy of nds issued etc. to the amount of $erec00,000

lit; then follows ha the Truees f ht e Internal
ecuted conveance to the Tru s set forth in treer-

bond, ad that the Truses c st wi

Georgia Railroad Company affixed.



tees did guarantee certain bands, it was done under A=.

press resolution of the Trustees uigning the bond so guar-

pany numbered 145, referred to in Mr. Foster's letter.
It is my opinion that it has not been shown that the

Trustees are liable for the payment of the bond or bonds
referred to or the coupons attached hereto.

Yours very truly,
W. S. JENNINGS,

General Counsel for Trustees of the Internal Improve
ment Fund of Florida.
The Trustees then ad joured.

Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., February 20, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. MLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

Mr. Charles .. Maloney having made application to
purchase lot numbered 3 of Section 35, in Township 66
south, Range 29 east, and having offered *3.00 per acre
for the lot, embracing 60.85 acres, the Trustees, with the

A•



ioney and ,d irected the Commissioner of Agriculture to

W. M. M TOSHnicatio JR., N. . BROW. S. WA JnD,
for Trutee, ecretary. overed sp r.

Tallahassee, Flaa, 8 p. ., Feb. 21, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. roward, Goveirnor.
A. C. Croor, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott , State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following conimunications from Hon. W. S. Jen-

nings, Agent for Trustees, were read and ordered spread

upon the minutes.

lliand Oompa

Jacksonville, Fla., 8 p. ., Feb 15, 1908.

G0ov. X. B. Broward,
President 1. 1. Fund,

Tallahassee, Fla.
Dear Sir:

Many conferences in the matter of the negotiations with
Wisner Land Company led to an acceptance on my part
as Agent of the Trustees of Internal Improvement Fund,
subject to conirmiation of Trustees of a proposition to
convey to said Company an additional 6080 acres in Sees.
3,4, 8,9, 10, 15, 22, 23, 26 and Ej of 27, all in Tp. 49, R. 41.

The details of negotiations have all been settled upon,
the deed and assignments that I had prepared for the
Company have been authorized and executed, I am ad-
vised by the Company. I have examined the chain of title

of transfers of grants to the Wisner Land Company
and the releases of trust mortgages and find them regular
and acceptable, all of which awaits presentation of deed



21I

fProIm t Trustees l tner Inest w of t .

Tallhanyree, ofF4ut e, hic

In further cadditional lands may be embrayced in another deed
thbl evening t elivery and n al settlement of these negotia-
tio pending s. Yours very truly,

Agent Trentustees.
which I handedFla., Feb.o a brief lette190

Gov. X. B. Brouvrd,

of President maTsy coferences ofnd theIntescral Improvement Fd,

clude the negotiation, I beg to say that folloiwng my "re-turn from Tallahassee about December .1, 9, in

in my possession the deed executed onveratin th of D

cember, of approximat the hotely 60,000 acre of anhe negotia

described, andeee the aceptthe teernal I

Internal Imprvement d Fund the Wisner Land Company, at

which I handed Tou a brief letter setting forth the result

of iner, of new Orleans, cripios of asI the 60
ones-haf landhe stocd onded by ihe Cmpan ind orer t ln

peared at my ofB'ce'and appeare <to earnetl y opposei

concluding the negotiationa . to thebass followig my re-

turn from Tallahassee about December 21, 1907, having

ported poss thesi he s cet o he : th of De

cnegotiationpproximtely 60,000 es of land as thereint
Mdescribed, ad the asepted drat o t r the

Internal ompnrovement Fund for $17,456.57. Mr. Edward

Witer, of New Orisans, the owner as I am informed of
one-haf of the stock of the Wisner Land Company ap-
pared at in *ofice and appeared to earnestly oppose
concluding fliv negotiations upon the basis heretofore re-

ported to te Trustees as constitutiug the basis of the

negotiations between myself as the Trustees' agent and

the impression that the negotiations were proceeding



not the as, that the Compa was to accept lands at

the maket vaue, for the porincipal or amont of cash in-

wvestedby his ompan e ei.med greatly dis-
appointed and displeased at this basis and emanded
that interest should be paid in additiontothe principal

inv d for three years, which interest wonuld a t
about 25,000. He further stated that the actiual cash

tlay ws 121,0 instead of $120,00; that though

e lands had been overvalued an that if his companyst
received the lands he would sell his interest for less than

he valuat~ons placed thereon by D. R. tMheill; that of

had paid 1,500 for ttrnes' fees, for an opinion on
the law governing these claims and that he saw no reason

hy he sould pay $20 per acre fhor ns Othat e had

bought for 12; cents per acre, but that he would recom-

mend o his associates they accept lnds at their

market vailue sh long as the negotiations had progressed
thus far, for a valuation covering principal, interest, ex-
penses and attorneys' fees. This ecnference with Mr.
Wisner -ftus followed by a letter addressed to Mr. D. R.
MeNeill, City, under date of Jacksonville, Florida, D1e-
ceenber 24th. 1907, as follows:

"Mr. D). R. McNeill: At a meeting of the Board of
Directors of the Wisner Land Company, held on the 21st
inst., the compromise proposition presented us through
you by Gov. W. S. Jennings, representing the Trnstees of
the internal Improvement Fund, was rejected, but it was
resolved that if tie Trustees will make us such a proposi-
tion as will rturn us our original investment of 121,000,
with interest and expenses to date, either in cash or in
lands to be selected by you from the holdings of the Trus-
tees at a fair valuation, we will accept and compromise
in full settlement and disciarge of all the right, title
and interest which we have under the several certificates
and claims now owned by us. Yours very truly,

WISNER LAND COMPANY."

wards by letter under date of February 5th, 190S, copy of



representatives of the Wisner Laud Company, in Which

clint onide rt We r ethn inyr eeconsidthey sought, tion behalf of the company, additional landsant of 6,00

bers,' adding that unless such concession was miade,of there value nof interest on th hope prf ncipal invested for three

fht the msated, other thbeen thoe oughlands embsced a
adirectra of12,000 in the eed exected y the T rustee

isner dae o December 19th, 197, dell o i oposi

caused their stockholders anid directo•' to sympT

tius I declney . Fiially Colonel Cay iquied to kn
if I would consider lands at market valude fr nes-haf o

itheir laim, which would an ount to whc000, hIlieh I de-

clined to consider. He then inquired to know if I would

he honsider an additional grant of 6,000 acres o p not in round num-

bers, adding that unless such concession was made, that

there was no possble hope of concluding the negotiation;
thatI would the matter had been thoroly disussed by the
directors ti of the Wisner Land Company and that Mr.
to yisuer's lare interest and his determined opposition

caused their stockholders and directors to sympathize
particularly with his wishes and to such an extent that
the negotiations could not be concluded unless some ad-
ditional acreage was granted, to which I replied that if
he had the list of 6,000 acres to present, not in close prox-
imity to the public works and drainage operations, that
I would consider the same. He promptly furnished me
with the description of the lands set forth in my letter

to you under date of February 15th, 1908, above referred

to. Yours d very truly,

W. S. JENNINGS, Agent.

Jacksonville, Fla., Feb. 22, 1908.
Negotiations Between the Trustees and the Wisner Land

Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund,
Tallahcssee, Fla.

Gentlemen:
You are advised that after several weeks' negotiations

between myself, as agent of the Internal Improvement



Fund, and D. R. McNeill and others, as the representatives

S er Land Com ny, thes assignee of clertain
road and adj ent f te clamounting to a total W en
grat of 57 7.84 acres and a total number of acres

contained in certificates issued by the Trustees of the

TPe T of Internal Improveme ounting

to 288,455.00 acres, the aggregate claim being 860,662.84
acres, an adjustment of these claims has been concluded,
and also an adjustment of the claims of the Wisner Land
Ciompany for indemnity lands aggregating 436,663.85
acres, upon the following basis.

First, The Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
iave executed good and suffcient deeds of conveyance to
66,336.26 acres of land therein described and included,
situate in the counties of Citrus, Dade, DeSoto, Hernando,
Hillsborough, Lake, Lee, Levy, Marion, Manatee, Monroe,
Orange, Osceola, Pasco, Polk, St. Lucie and Volusia which
I have this day delivered to the said company, together
with your accepted draft for the sum of 517,456.57.

Second. For and in consideration of said deed and ac-
cepted draft, the Wisner Land Company has executed
and delivered to me as your agent a warranty deed con-
veying to the State Board of Education of Florida, at
your instance and request, all their right, title, interest
and claim and after acquired interest in the lands set
forth and described in the certificates issued by the Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund in 1888, noted
below, together with an assignment of all of said original
certificates and evidences of title, assignments and trans-
fers thereof, assigning and conveying all the rights, titles,
interests and after acquired properties under said cer-
tifiates to the State Board of Education of Florida; and
in and by said warranty deed and the said assignment,
the Wisner Land Company has also conveyed, transferred
and assigned to the State Bardof Education, all of the

titles, nterests and claim inuring to said Com-
pany as the assignee of the Florida Southern Railroad
Company under the land grant contained in Chapter 3167,
Acts of 1879, and the Jacksovile, Tampa & Key West

Railway Comany under Chater 3168 Acts of 1879, and



u rChapter 316, Acts of

Railroadn Company under Chapter 3 , Acts of 18.

A statement of the open grants, certited lands ad•i in-

Bademnity laneds assigned und transferred as above stated

by the Wisner Land Company to the State Board of Edu-

as follows:

nder Chapter 3167, Acts of .1879, known as the Flori

Sou rn R part of y

Balance acreage claimed under open grant.... 301,990.38

778, 13779, 1 issued by the Trustees
Under Chapter 3168, Acts of 1879, known as

the Jacksonville, Tampa & Key West Railway
Company :

Balance claimed under open grant ...... 157,345.55

reage in certificates No. 13901 issued by
Under Chapler 3491, Acts of 1883, known as

the South Florida Railway Company:
Balance claimed under open grant. ....... 93,175.29

Total certified lands ....................... 288,455.00

Grand total of openio grants and certiBed lands 860,662.84
Adeeds a part of these negotiations, an adjustment was also

effected of the claims of the Wisner Land Company

name of the railroad company to whom issued, the date

the line of constructed railroad under date of August 4th,



by the Trustees of the Internal improvement Fiund, do
not appear to have been entered at length upon the minutes

of the Trustees, and, herefore, asa matter oef information,
I suggest that Certificate No. 13775, being among the

shortest of tse heretofore issued and for a small acreage
of land, e considered a part of this report, and recorded

at length in the minutes of the Trustees for more con-
uient reference from time to time, as the contents of
these certificates may be under consideration. Each and

every one of the certificates presented herewith and re-
ferred to more definitely hereafter, seem to contain the

same provisions, among them being the following:
"Now, ierefore, the undersigned, the Trustees of the

Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, in
consideration of the premises and in conformity of the

acts of the legislature aforesaid, do hereby certify that
the said Florida Southern Railway Company is entitled

to said lands whenever the same shall have been patented
to the State of Florida under said act of Congress of
September 28th, 1850, and that upon the receipt of such
patent by the Sate, said Trustees or their successors, will
convey said lands to said company, its successors or as-
signs."

The certificates bear the signature and seal of the Trus-
tees, to which is affixed the seal of the Commissioner of
Agriculture. I recommend that the schedule of the orig-

yinal ertificates heretofore issued by the Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund referred' to, and the deed and
assiguint of the Wisner Land Company to the State
Board of Education of Floridabe spread upon the minutes
of the Trustees.

will find inclosed with this report the following

describing lands embraced in the certificates issued by
e Trustees above enumerated and a general assignment



said act of the legislature of Florida, including afterWest

(b) bAssignment and conveyance executed by the
Wisner Land Company to the State Board of Education
of Florida, of specially identified original certificates

illissued by the Trustees of athe nrna

Ocala & Gulf Railroad Company, date u

an d all rights thereunder, inluding aft i i

(f) Deed from the Alantic Coast n o C

pany to the e Florida West Coast mpro

all balance lad grant due ilver Spgrings datd & Glf

SDRailroad ompany, dated Mac 2, 1903.

(d) Release of mortgage by City Trust Company and

William Mann, trustees of land grant of Sil

Compala & Gulf Railroad Company, dated June 28,1904.

(i) Quit claim deed of Atlanic Ca st e

ompa(e) Deed from Florida West Coast mprovemn

in land grant to South Florida' Railroada

(j) Deed from E dward" Wishier o. Wi

pany to Edward Wisner, alance land grant due

Springs, Ocala & Gulf Railroad Company, dated Decem-
ber 22 ,1904.

(k) Deed from lant Investment Company to

Wisner, balance due on Florida Southern Railway Com-
pany grant, dated April 15, 1905.

(g) Deed from Florida Southern Railway Company to

Edward Wisner, balance of land grants dated April 1

1905.
(h) Deed from Plant Investment Company to Edward

Wisner, balance of land grant of South Florida Railroad
Compan, y.

(i) Quit claim deed of Atlantic Coast Line Railroad
Company to Plant Investment Company of any interest
in land grant to South Florida Railroad Company and
Florida Suthern Railway Company.

(j) Deed from Edward Wisner to. the Wisner Land
Company balance land grant Florida Railroad Company,
dated July 15, 1905.

(k) Deed from Edward Wisner to Wisner Land Com-
pany, balance due on land grant of Jacksonville, Tampa
& Key West Railway Co., dated July 15, 1905.

(1) Deed from Edward Wisner to the Wisner Land
Company balance land grant due Florida Southern Rail
way Company.



oftuDeed fro m EenisirdW::r:tLanidi

;.Walce land grant due Silver Springs, Ocala & Gulf Rail-

ouville, Tampa & Key West Railway Company to Edward

Company land grant of Jacksonville, Tampa & Key West
Railway Company, dated January 24, 1905.

(p) Copy of petition case of Archibald Rogers vs.
Jacksonville, Tampa & Key West Railway Company, au-
thorizing deed from Robert B. Cable, Receiver, to Edward

q) Order case of Archibaldl Rogers vs. Jacksonville,
Tampa & Key West Railway, authorizing deed from

Robert B. Cable, Reeeiver to Edward Wisner.
Also the fllowing ertficates:

Certificate iNo. 13:775, Gainesville, Ocala & Charlotte
Harbor R. R. Co. or the Florida Saothern Rv. Co

Certificate No. 13777 Gainesville, Ocala & Charlotte
Harbor HR. . Co. or the Florida Southern Ry. Co.

Certificate No. 13777 Gainesville, Ocala & Charlotte
Harbor R R. Co. or the Florida Southern Rv. Co.

Certi~ete No. 13778, Gainesville, Ocaa & Charlotte
Harbor R. R. Co. or the Florida Southern By. Co.

Certificate No. 13779, Gainesville, Ocala & Charlotte
Harbor . R. Co. or the Florida Southern . Co.

rtiflate No. 13780, Gainesville, Ocala & Charlotte
Harbor . RCo. or the Floria Southern Ry. Co.

Certifte No. 1 1 Silver Springs R. R Co
t will be observed that the several conveyaes from

Edward Wisner to the Wisner and Company and from
the various railroad companes to Edward Wisner enu-

merated above, the petition, order and deed of assignment
fro the Receiver of the Jacksoille, Tampa & Key West
Railway Company to Edward Wisner, and the release of
mortgage of the Pennslvania Company have not been

recorded in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of



counties where the lands in question are situated which

themselves.

You are further advised that procipes for dismissal of
the suits of the Wisner Land Company against the Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement und, pending in the
United States Circuit Court of the Fifth Judicial Circuit,
in and for the Southern District of Florida and also a
praecipe for dismissal of the cross bill filed by the Wisner
Land Company in the suit pending in the United States
Circuit Court, Fifth Judicial Circuit, in and for the North-
ern District of Florida, by the Southen tates &
Timber Company, against the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund, have been duly signed by Messrs.
Cooper & Cooper, solicitors and of counsel for the Wisner
Land Company in said suits and have been forwarded to
be filed with the Court.

Respectfully submitted.

W. S. JENNINGs,

Agent.
After consideration of the report of the agent of

Trustees, as above set forth, it appearing as considered
necessary by the agent to conclude the netiati th
had been pending for several months, that the Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund shoul conve an a
ditional 6,080 acres of land, as speciially escribed in th
agent's report as above set forth, and the additional ae
age being considered of comparatively small vau the
greater part of the same aving formerly been valued by
the agent of the Wisner Land Company at 331- cent'
are, nd the Trustees adjudging that neotiatios of
magnitude should not be defeated on account of the
mand of said Company for these particularly described
lands, the negotiation appearin to be advantaousto



additional demand; Now, therefore, be it

d f te tte f Florida, hat the Com issioner of

iAg is hereby requested to prepare aexuted by the Trustes of the Internal Improvement
Fund and that the same be forwarded to the agent of the

Trustees to be delivered, to the end that the negotiations
pending may be concluded.

The Trustees then adjourned.

WM. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor

Tallahassece, Fla., Feb. 24, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Ofice.

Present:
N. B. Rroward, Governor.
A.C. Croom, Comptroller.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
W. V .Knott, State Treasurer.

B. E. Lin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

he following accounts were presented and ordered

First Nat. Bank of Tallahassee for Reed A.
Bryan, epense at. for month of Dec., 1907..$ 228.43

. N. Bryan & Sons, wood furnished for dredges. ~. 1,794.00
Stranahan & Co., groceries for dredges, Decem-

ber, 1907, and January, 1908 .............. 1,026.20
Reed A. Bryan, Agent, expense aect. January,

1908 ......... . ; ..... ·, ~ ·.......... 316.52
Featherstone Foundry & Machine Co., Ma-

chinery for dredges. ........................ 953.49
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Keuffel & Esser Co., surveying fo nimas f

rainage operations.. ......... .......

L lndh Potter, lumber for udre ....i dredgea...

Z. T. erritt, recording plat of swamp land.g...
F. . arsh, Clerk U. S. Court, services in liotga

tion for and against Trustees .......... ..... .
P. &. Cassidey, recording deed from Husman-

Sutherland Company............ . ......., 1

T. Murphy Iron Works, repairing 4 large dipper
teeth ........ ....... ....... ...... 25• :

R. C. PIarkhll, making copies of exhibits in re
sledge vs. Trustees............ . .. ,..... ;3

Capital Publishing Company, printher ior Trn
tees ....... .. ........

S. B. Chapin, for transcript of certain field ...notes.

The Trustees then .adjourned. 3

W M. McIrNTOSein, J., N. e BfROWan-

SCetCompany. pitgf r

fees .... .... .... .... .... .... .... ... 5.0

S. B. Chapi, for trancript of crtain fiel notes 6.2

Tho ruseesthe, ajouned

Attest:···

W M MINOS, R. N B BOWRD

Secretary. Governor.'':ii·::



T ru e h cheeks met ran in favorvof theW. V. K nott, State Treasurer. accepte hem

H. E. McLin, Commiss ioner of Agriculturel claims of the
thousand four hundred and fifty-six dollars and fifty-

iner Land Company against the Trustees or trust funds
n their hands.
The Trustees then adjourned.

V.IL MelNTOSTI JIR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secreary. Governor.

Tallahasse, Fla., Feb. 26, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B Broward, Governor.
A. C. Crocum, Comptroller.

W. H. Ellis, Attorne,ý Geueral.

The following accounts were presented and ordered

irst Nat. Bank of Tallahassee, for Reed A. Bryan,



G . S .Baxter & Co., timber for dredges . ... .. .. .•. 290.00

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROW

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Feb. 29 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present :

N. B. Broward, Governor.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The El of NW¼ See. 10, T 8 S, R 20 E, having been er-

roneously conveyed by the Trustees to Hon. Frank Adam
in deed No. 16043 and a quit-claim having been issued by
Hon. Frank Adams to the Trustees embracing said tract
and presented to the Trustees by Hon. B. E. McLin.
Commissioner of Agriculture, it is hereby ordered that
$80.16, being the amount of the purchase money, be re
funded to Hon. Frank Adams.

There having been numerous conveyancees of lands since
the list of vacant State lands was printed, making it
necessary to revise the list, the Commissioner of Agricu
ture Hon. B. E. McLin, was directed to have the list
revised and 1,000 copies printed.

The Commissioner of Agriculture of the State of Florida
was authoriezd to sign a waiver of any claim by the State
of Florida under the swamp land act of September 28
1850, as represented by the lists filed in the office of t
Commissioner of Agriculture, by the Government In
ing agents Feb. 29, 1908, and reported by thema s
inspecting agents to be dry and not subject to patn
the State under said act of eptember 28, 185

· an; .n,:;;,·i;:A



agents at the same time eprting some ,040 acres of
their inspection to be swamp and overflowed and subject

to patents in their judgment to the State of Florida,
under said act of September 28, 1850, said agents so re-

ad re ding to the United States Land

W M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Feb. 29, 1908.
3:30 P. M.

The Trustees met in Executive Oflice.
Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
Upon motion it is directed that the Trustees do this day

deliver to the State Board of Education of the State of
Florida certain documents as per schedule, as follows:

1. Warranty deed executed February 15, 1908, from
the Wisner Land Company to the State Board of Edu-
cation, definitely describing and conveying lands embraced
in Certificates Nos. 13775, 13776, 13777, 13778, 13779,
13780 and 13901, issued by the Trustees of the Internal

:Improvement Fund, and making general assignment of
all the Company's rights, titles, interests and claims under
Chapters 3167, 3168 and 3170, Acts of 1879, and Chapter
3491 Acts of 1883, including after acquired properties or
rights.

2. Assignment and conveyance executed February 15,
1 0S , b: y the Wisner Land Company to the State Board of

ducation of Florida, of the above mentioned certificates
issued by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund,
and all rights therunder including after acquired rights,
which are definitely specified.



. Deeid from the Atlantic Coat Le R d
pany to the Florida West Coast Improvemeent Company,
dated March 26, 1903, conveying all balance of lnd due
under grant to Silver Springs, Oala & Gulf
Company.

4. Release of mortgage by City Trust Company of
York and William Mann, Trustees of lands of
Springs, Ocala & Gulf Railroad Company dated June 28
1904.

5. Assignment dated December 22, 1904, from Florida
West Coast Improvement Company to Edward Wisner, of
balance of land claimed under grant to Silver Springs,
Ocala & Gulf Railroad Company.

6. Deed from the Plant Investment Company to Ed-
ward Wisner, dated April 15, 1905, covering balance of
lands due under grant to the Florida Southern Railway
Company.

7. Deed from Florida Southern Railway Company to
Edward Wisner, dated; April 15, 1905, conveying lalance
of lands due under grants to said Company.

8. Deed from the Plant Investment Company to Ed-
ward Wisner, 'dated April 15, 1905, to balance of lands
under grant to South Florida Railroad Company.

9. Quit-claim deed from Atlantic Coast Line Railroad
Company to the Plant Investment Company, dated April
6, 1905, of any interest of grantor in lands granted to
to South Florida Railroad Company and Florida South-
ern Railway Company.

10. Deed from Edward Wisner to the Wisner Land
Company, dated July 15, 1905, to all lands due to South
Florida Railroad Company.

11. Deed 'from Edward Wisner to the Wisner Land
Company, dated July 15, 1905, to balance of lands due
under grant to Jacksonville, Tampa & Key West Railway
Company.

12. Po-. from Enwarri Wisrer to tth Wisner Land
Company, dated July 15, 1905, to balance of lands due
under grant to Florida Southern Railway Company.

13. Deed from Edward Wisner to Wisner Land Com-
pany, dated! July 15, 1905, to balance of lands due unde
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lver Springs, Ocala & Gulf Railroad Company.

14. Deed fro Robert B. able, Receiver of the Jack-
s le Tapa & Key West Railway Company to Edward

er, dated Feb. 23, 1905, to balance of lands due under
rt to saiailway Company.

15. Release of trust deed from Pennsylvania Company
SInsurane, etc., of lands granted to Jacksonville,

Tmpa & Key West Railway Company, dated January 24,
1905.

16. Copy of petition in case of Archibald Rogers vs.
Jacksonville, Tampa & Key West Ry. Co., to authorize
making of deed by R. B. Cable, Receiver, to balance of
lands granted to said Company.

17. Copy of order on said petition entered January 20,
1905, authorizing deed from Robert B. Cable, Receiver, to
Edward Wisner.

18. Original Certificate No. 13,775 from Trustees I. I.
Fund to Gainesville, Ocala & Charlotte Harbor Ry Co. or
Florida Southern Ry Co., dated June 22, 1888, embracing
1,679.73 acres.

19. Original certificate No. 13,776 from Trustees I. I.
Fund to Gainesville, Ocala & Charlotte Harbor Ry. Co. or
Florida Southern Ry. Co., dated June 22, 1888, embrac-
ing 1, 657.40 acres.

20. Original certificate No. 13,777 from Trustees I. I.
Fund to Gainesville, Ocala & Charlotte Harbor Ry Co.
or Florida Southern Ry Co., dated June 22. 1888, em-
bracing 92,671.79 acres.

21. Original certificate No. 13,778 from Trustees I. I.
Fund to Gainesville, Ocala & Charlotte Harbor Ry. Co.
Or Florida Southern Ry. Co., dated June 22, 1888, em-
bracing 11,757.36 acres.

22. Original certificate No. 13,779 from Trustees I. I.
Fund to Gainesville, Ocala & Charlotte Harbor Ry. Co.
or Fiorida Southern Ry. Co., dated June 22, 1888, em-
bracing 4,244.12 acres.

23. Original Certificate No. 13,780, from Trustees I. I.
Fund to Gainesville, Ocala & Charlotte Harbor Ry. Co.

SFlorida outhern Railway Co., dated June 22, 1888, em-
bracin 36,604.41 acres.



24. Certified copy of certificate No. 13,901 from Tru
tees I. I. Fund to Silver Springs, Ocal &
Company, dated February 15, 1889, embracing
acres.

25. Deed fro Louisville & Nashville Rairoad C
pany to the State Board of Education of Floridada
November 26, 1907, conveyeing 50760 (estimated) acre
with release of mortgage by W. L. Mapother, stee
and an assignment to the State Board of Education of the
open claims of said Railroad Company under land grants
from the State of Florida.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., March 2, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following accounts were presented and ordered
paid:
Reed A. Bryan, Standard: engine, scow boat...... .70000
N. B. Broward, for J. 0. Wright, Engineer making

investigation on drainage in Florida.......... 100.00

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

AL·ii:
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Tallahassee, Fla., March 3, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The account of I. N. Withers for $161.30, salary and ex-

penses as selecting agent, was approved and ordered paid.
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., March 4, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

After considering the affidavit of disinterested citi-
zens of Nassau County, as to the condition and value of
the NEi of NEJ, or lot 1 of Sec 5, T. 1 N, R. 23 E, the
Trustees decided to accept the offer of Mr. A. F. Johns'of
said county, of 1.25 per acre for the tract which embraced
40.01 and the Commissioner of Agriculture, Hon. B. F.
McLin, was directed to issued deed to A. F. Johns em-
bracing said land, as soon as remittance was made there-
for.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. MeINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Besrtary. Governor.

-·,i•;•



Tallahassee, Fla., March 7, 1908.
The Trustees met ini Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. 0. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The account of N. B. Broward, expenses to and from

Ft. Lauderdale to inspect drainage operations, was ap
proved and ordered paid for $120.70.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W .M. cINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., March 10, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissionere of Agriculture.
Resolved, that the Secretary of the Trustees of the In-

ternal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida is hereby
required to furnish to each of the following Trustees:
Governor'N. B. Broward, Mr. W. V. Knott and Mr .B.
McLin, the the sum of $60.00 to cover expense of inspect-
ing drainage work now in progress at Ft. Lauderdale, the
same to be accounted for by itemized expense account.

The following account was approved and ordered paid:
First National Bank of Tallahassee, for Reed A.

Bryan, pay-rolls in re drainage forlmonth of
February, 1908 ........................... .2,413.12
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Seeretary. Governor.



Tallahassee, Fla., March 30, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

Upon motion it was resolved that Mr. John W. New-
man, Engineer for the Trustees, be directed to make
proper surveys and soundings and report to the Trustees
as soon as practicable, as to the most feasible route for a
drainage canal from the Miami River into the Everglades.

The following certified copy of resolutions adopted by
the State Board of Education were submitted to the
Trustees:

Whereas, Section 4 of Article 8 of the Constitution of
the State of Florida, adopted February 25th, 1868, con-
tains among other provisions the following:

"The Common School Fund-shall be derived from the
following sources: The proceeds of land or other property
which may accrue to the State by escheat or foreclosure;
the proceeds of all property granted to the State when the
purpose of such grant shall not be specified; * * * *

twenty-five per centum of the sales of public lands which
are now or may hereafter be owned by the State," And,

Whereas, large areas of public lands had been granted
the State of Florida by the Congress of the United States,
two of the most important grants being the Act of Con-
gress approved March 3, 1841, and the act of Con-
gress approved September 28th, 1850, commonly known
as the Swamp and Overflowed Land Grant Act, under
which acts the State of Florida became seized and pos-
essed of upwards of twenty million acres of land, the
greater portion of whichh lands had been vested in the
State of Florida, prior to and at the date of the adoption
of the aforesaid constitutional proion on the23rd day
of Februr , 1868, and subsequent thereto; and,

Wi ereas, the Constitution of the State of the State of



Florida adopted by the Convition of 1885, that became
effective January 1, 1887, contains among other things,
at Section 4, Article XII, under the subject of Education,
the following provision:

"That the State School Fund shall be derived
from the following sources;" among them being enumer
ated the following items: "twenty-five per centum of the
sales of public lands which are now or may hereafter be
owned by the State," And

Whereas, public lands are defined by highlegal an-
thority in the following language:

"'Public Lands' is habitually used in legislation to de-
scribe such lands as are subject to sale or other disposal
under general laws." Anderson's Law Dictionary, New-
hall vs. Sanger, 92 U. S. 763, Worth vs. Branson 98 U. S.
118.

And the second headnote in the Newhall vs. Sanger
case, above cited, reads as follows:

"The words 'public lands' used in our legislation mean
such as are subject to sale or other disposal under gen-
eral laws."

And in delivering the opinion of the Coourt in the above
entitled case, Justice Davis of the Supreme Court of the
United States uses this language:

"The words 'public lands' are habitually used in our
legislation to describe such as are subject to sale or other
disposal under g al laws." Text, 1st page of Decision.

Whereas, the State of Florida has disposed of several
million acres of said public lands since the adoption of
said constitutional provisions, which have been in full
force and effect continuously sinc e the adoption of th
first provision in 1868, without any accounting or distri-
bution or payment to the State Board of Education, or
otherwise applying said constitutional proportion of
twenty-five per cent., or any other amount or per cent.
to saindfun as required by the Constitution of the State
of Florida and the State Board of Education is advised
that said constitutional provisions are in full force and
effect, and that said School Fund is entitled t twenty-
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Sthe sales of all publi lands affected and
under the prvisions of the Constitution above re-

Now, therefore, be it, by the State Board ot Education,
1. Resolved, that it is the opinion of the State woard

ducation that the the State School Fund under said
constitutionl provisions, is entitled to receive and re-
cover twenty-five per centum of the sales of all public

lands of the State of Florida from the date that the Con-
stitution of 1868 became effective to the present time,

g the proceeds from the sale of said public laads,
hich have been owned by the State of Florida since th°

Constitution of 1868 became effective, or may hereafter
be owned by the State of Florida.

2. Resolved, that an accounting be demanded of the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State
of Florida under the clauses of the Constitution of 1868
and of the Constitution of 1885, requiring that twenty-
five per centum of the sales of public lands be paid to the
State Board of Education for the use of the Common
School Fund, as provided by the said Constitutions,
showing the total acreage of the public lands as of the
date of February 23rd, 1868, the number of acres of pub-
lic lands that have been vested in the State of Florida
since the adoption of said Constitution of 1868, the
acreage sold since that date by the State of Florida, or
by its authority or consent, the amounts of money re-
ceived from said sales, the amounts paid over to the said
Common School Fund or to the State Board of Education
for said Fund, since said Constitution of 1868 became
effective, if any, and the total acreage of public lands
vested in the State of Florida, or her grantees in trust
not disposed of.

3. Resolved, that the Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund of the State of Florida be furnished
wth a copy of these resolutions, that the Commissioner

Agriculture of the State of Florida be furnished with
of these resolutions an that said Land Clerk of



the State Board of Education be furnished with a copyd
these resolutions, and that said Land Clerk shall assist

i: '" *, ' "- p "" E " ' g
• 
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in the preparation and compilation of suchdatain

Adopted 22nd day of October, 1907.
Upon motion it was,
Resolved, that the accounting requested by the ta

Board of Education in said resolutions be made by
Trustees.

And resolved, further, that the Secretary of the Tru-
tees do proceed to make up an account and report same
to the Trustees showing the total acreage of the land
held by the Trustees as to the date of Feb. 23, 1868, the
number of acres of public lands that have been vested in
the Trustees since the adoption of the State Constitution
of 1868, the acreage sold since that date'by the Trustees
or by their authority, the amounts of money received
from said sales, the amounts paid over to the State
School Fund or to the State Board of Education for said
Fund since said Constitution of 1868 became effective, if
any, and the total acreage of public lands vested in the
Trustees not disposed of.

Resolved further, that the Secretary is directed to pro-
ceed at once to make up such accounting, and to continue
the same with all reasonable dispatch, without inter-
mission until the said account shall be made up and sub-
mitted to the Trustees.

Check for five thousand dollars was ordered drawn in
favor of Hon. W. S. Jennings, Agent, in payment of his
services in settlement of suits and 'assignment of R. R.
Land Grant claims in re Wisner Land Company.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.
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Tallahassee, Fla., April 6,'19u8.

he Trustees met in Executive Office.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following communications were ordered spread

upon the minutes:

"Lake City, Fla., April 3, 1908.
Trustees of the Internal'Improvement Fund,

Tallahasse, Florida.
Gentlemen:

We have the honor to report that since the last report
forwarded to you, we have collected only the sum of
twenty dollars, paid by Mr. Thomas Dowling, of Live
Oak, Florida, for a small trespass committed on Section
5, Tp. 1 S, R. 13 East, being for timber cut off of a very
small portion of one forty-acre tract. We have agreed
with other parties upon a settlement for trespass com-
mitted on other portions of this same section, the sum
of $140 having been agreed upon but thhe amount has not
yet been paid. This will be reported later.

We have been unable to push this work for the past
few months in any degree of vigor on account of quite a
continued and serious illness of Mr. McCall, and because
of other matters. We expect now, however, to take it up
again and see what can be accomplished.

We are handing you our check for $10.00, half of the
Thomas Dowling collection.

Respectfully submitted,
McCALL & SMALL,

State Trespass Agents."
Also the following:

"Jacksonville, Fla., April 4th, 1908.
16.-L I.
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NEGOTIATIONS FOR SALE OF LANDS IN THE

EVERGLADES NEAR MIAMI.

Trustees of the Internal Improvement Funud,
Tallaassee, Fla.

for the sale of certain lands in the Everglades near
Miami, I have had prepared a plat covering Townships
51, 52, 53 and 54, and Ranges 38, 39, 40 and 41, on which
is indicated in different colored inks the following indi-
cations:

(1) Solid yellow indicates lands embraced in the first
negotiation, meaning that with Tatum & Company, W. R.
Comfort and others.

(2) Solid red indicates lands embraced in the first
selection made by the citizens of Miami in the second
negotiation. It should be borne in mind in this connec-
tion that the entire townships 53 and 40, 52-40, 51-41 and
51-40 were first selected by Tatum & Company, Comfort
and others, they having yielded the entire four town-
ships, except twelve sections in 53-40, eight above the pro-
posed canal on the east of said township, and four to be
selected south of said canal, or its equivalent abutting
the canal.

(3) Yellow crosses on solid red blocks indicate sec-
tions released by the citizens of Miami in favor of the
first proposition.

(4) Red crosses on white indicate ten sections from
which the citizens of Miami in the second negotiation
may select. It will be observed fro f former communica-
tions on this subject that the citizens ask for 20,000
acres, which would be equivalent to 30 sections. These
indications cover 38 sections from which they may
select 30.

(5) Solid green indicates lands reserved by the In-
ternal Improvement Fund not on the market. In this
I have undertaken to carry out what I have understood
to be your wishes and policy in the disposition of the



public lands that is to say, reserving for the Fuind the
a e portions. Thus, it will be observed that in
3 and 39, townships 51, 52, 53; and in townships

5141 that one-half of said townships have been
ed for the Internal Improvement Fund; that in

54 and 5340 only one-third, as indicated, has been
ed for the Internal Improvement Fund; and ap-

proximately half of fractional townhip 5440 has been so
eerved. The same reason that has heretofore led to

such proportionate reservations by the long established
policy of the United States Government and of the State
Governments, in many grants of alternate sections, and
other proportionate divisions in aid of improvements
has been followed, giving the owner of the remainder the
same property rights in the public improvements that
it is burdened with the cost and effort of providing, and
a part of the increased value of that portion reserved,
and applies equally strongly to the present negotiation,
as I view it, and as I understand your to views to be on
the subject.

The only question, as heretofore stated in communica-
tions on the subject, that seems to me should have en-
tered into this negotiation, was the selection by the citi-
zens of Miami of four sections in Tp. 53-40. It appears
that since the early negotiations, that the citizens are in-
sisting upon having granted to them all of the lands in
53-40, except possibly a few sections in the north tier of
sections in said township, not leaving any reservation for
the Trustees, all of which they have doubtless advised you
of. In the first place, Tatum & Company and Comport
and others, representing the first negotiation, first se-
lectedý, as stated, Tp. 5340, 52-40, 5140 and 5141. At
my instance they moved their selections to ranges 38 and
39, in lieu of those last stated, except twelve sections in
534, afterwards selecting lands in 53-41 and 54-40, as in-

cated; therefor, it will be observed, that if this nego-
t hd been concluded promptly, the lands-now sought

h tizens of Miami would have been contracted for
piror to any pplication on behalf of the citizens



Miami for any lands whatsoever, notwithst
emergency being urged by them for the sale of
the proceeds to be used in the purchase of a
dredge to begin operations in Miami River.

Second, the suggestion to select lands and take u t
negotiations did not emanate from the citizens of Miami
but from you and your representatives, nd an oppor-
tunity was thus presented to them, and as I view it, an
absolutely fair and equitable plan has been submitted to
them. The first parties only demand eight definite sec-
tions in 53-40, the other four to be located yielding pref-
erence to 25, 26, 35 and 36, to the citizens, thus enabling
the citizens to have sections 3, 4, 9, 10, 15, 21, 22, 25, 26,
35 and 36, and a section to be substituted for section 16,
and the Trustees the remainder of twelve sections. This
makes 12 sections for the citizens, 12 for Comfort and his
associates and 12 for the Trustees, in Township 53, Range
40.

The division, as indicated on the inclosed plat, is not
just as we contemplated or discussed, in this, that I gave
an assurance that the proposed canal should be the
boundary line to those owning north and south thereof. The
number of sections each are the same, which in that event
would have to be governed by an agreement to be entered
into for reconveyance, etc., in order to- maintain equal
proportions of canal frontage and acreage. This plan, as
submitted, is more definite and just, for the reason that no
matter what direction or angle the proposed canal should
cross the township, the proportionate frontage on the
canal and acreage would be maintained without the com-
plications that might follow a contract to be drawn in
anticipation of such proposed work and division.

Therefore, I respectfully recommend that the negotia-
tion be concluded on the basis and plan indicated on the
inclosed map, the lands colored yellow and red blocks
with yellow crosses, aggregating 100,000 acres to be con-
veyed to the purchasers under the negotiation with Tatum
& Company and W. R. Comfort and others. That the
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citizens of Miami be permitted to select 20,000 acres from
the lands indicated on said map in solid red, and as indi-
cated on said map in solid red, and as indicated by red

Sn wite sections. That the lands marked green
aid map be reserved by the Trustees of the Internal

proveent Fund and not placed on the market, pending
e improvements, or cutting of the proposed canal, and

until the further orders of the Trustees. That in Tp. 53,
anges 38 and 39, the tiers of sections be changed from
orth to south, to east to west, should it be become de-
irable in the further consideration of the direction of the

proposed canal, in order to maintain, as nearly as pos-
sile accurate proportions of canal frontage, it appear-
ing from my information that it was advisable to make
these divisions smaller than in the township where the
canal had a definite course, to insure more equitable di-
visions. I am sending copy of this letter to each of the
Trustees, and the map referred to by Governor Broward.

Yours very truly,
W. S. JENNINGS, Acting Agent.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.

Secretary. Governor

Tallahassee, Fla., April 7, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

AC. C. room, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund having

fully considered the proposition submitted by R. T.
Daniel, Chairman, W. Shanahan, Joseph Jennings, John
M. Townley, T. L. Townley and J. E. Loomis, the sub-
scribers' committee n connection with previous applica-



tions and preliluinary contracts relating to certain por-

the purase of certain lands in Dade County, Florida,
situated in the Everglades, near Miami, as set forth and
described in the application of the citizens above named,
aggregating 20,000 acres, for which they offer two dollars
per acre, which is deemed reasonable by the Trustees, and
desirable on account of the emergency necessities of the
fund, to enable the purchase and construction of a I
ern dredge to further the drainage and reclaation of the
swamp and overflowed lands of the fund, as is therefore
acceptable to the Trustees, with certain reservations, ex-
ceptions and modifications as hereinafter set forth; now,
therefore. be it

Resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida, that the proposition sub-
mitted by Messrs. R. T. Daniel, W. Shanahan, Joseph Jen-
nings, John M. Townley and J. E. Loomis be accepted,
subject to the reservations, exceptions and modifications
hereinafter set forth, viz:

Fist: The 16th sections occurring in said territory
belonging to the School Fund are not included in these
negotiations. and are therefore excepted therefrom.

Second: A canal right of way 300 feet in width to be
hereafter located by the Trustees of the Internal Improve-

ment Fund wherever the same may be deemed best in their
judgment, is hereby reserved from said negotations.

Third: Further reservation is hereby made, as con-
tained in the standard printed form of deeds issued by the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, for canal
purposes, prepared by the Attorney General of the State

of Florida.
Resolved Further, That said citizens committee above

named may have for the citizens of Miami that they p-
resent, the following described lands situated in Dade
County, Florida, to wit:

Sections 1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 14, 23, 24, 25, 26, 35, 36 in
township 52, R. 40; and Sections 3, 4, 9, 10, 15, 17, 21, 22
25, 26, 35, 36 in township 53 R. 40; Sections 5, 8, ,20
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29, 32 (except south half of southeast quarter), in town-
S1, 2, 11, 12, 13,14, 23, 24, 25, 2 6, " 35, 36,

T. 54, R. 39, aggegating 26,880 acres, or 20,0)0 acres of
their own selection on said above described lands, at and

for the sum of 2.00 per acre, payable one-half upon the
n and delivery of a good and sufficient deed of

cvance to said lands or tract, to be placed in escrow
be hereafter agreed upon by the parties to these

gatons, not later than the first day of June, A. D.
; the remainder to be paid, one-fourth December 31,

8, and one-fourth December 31, 1909, deferred pay-
ts not to draw interest. And be it further

Resolved That deeds be hereafter executed upon order
the subscribers, or Trustees representing the subscrib-

to the proposition representing the purchase of the
citizens as aforesaid, and must be made in such form as

ill enable the salesman of the Trustees of the Internal
iaprovemenmt Fund to keep his records properly, by not-

ig on each tract embraced in the negotiations, the pur-
chase price thereof, namely $2.00 per acre in tracts of uni-
form and even subdivisions, as appears upon the maps
and plats of his office, prepared under the usual form of
United States Survey Plats,

Resolved Fwrther, That W. S. Jennings, acting as agent
of and for the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
of the State of Florida, proceed with the negotiation with
the citizens' committee of Miami, above named, with a
view of concluding the negotiation at an early date that
the Trustees may be enabled to proceed without delay to
te purchase of the material and employment of the labor

incident to the constructio of a modern dredge in the
Miami Rivei, in accordance with the purposes of these
notiations, and that.he represent to said committee the

urpose of these negotiations, and compliance with the
est of sid citizens' committee, as presented in its ap-
tioD as nearly and as fully as the citizens find them-

in aposition to do, in view of the circumstances of
ud, and in the exercise of that judgment and discre-



tion which they feel called upon to exercise in the proper
discharge of their duties and responsibilities incident to
the management of the fund and the undertaking of the
constructi6n of a modern dredge and launching the sa
in the Miami River for the purpose of cutting a
the Everglades in that vicinity, and the reclamation of the
swamp and overflowed lands in that territo
their purpose to expend 75 per cent. of the
said sales of lands above described in the purcha
equipment and operation of a modern dredge, and in the
cutting and maintenance of a canal in that vicinity and
the proportion thereof incident to the management
Fund as aforesaid.

The Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund having
fully considered the proposition submitted by J. H. Tatum
& Company, Walter R. Comfort and associates and
ning Sweet, to purchase certain lands of the Fund in Dade
County, Florida, near the City of Miami, as set forth in
certain articles of agreement entered into by and bet
the said parties and W. S. Jennings, acting as the agen
of and in behalf of the Trustees of the Internal Improv
ment Fund of the State of Florida, hereby accept
proposition, as stated, with certain reservations, ex
tions and modifications as hereinafter set forth; where-
fore, it is, by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of Florida,

Resolved, That said proposition submitted by J. H.
Tatum & Company, Walter R. Comfort and his associa
and Channing Sweet, to purchase certain lands in Dade
County, Florida, hereinafter described and as set forth
the preliminary articles of agreement entered into by a
between said parties and W. S. Jennings, acting as a
of and for the Trustees of the Internal Improvem
Fund, be and the same is hereby accepted, with the follow-
ing exceptions, reservations and modifications, to wit:

First: That wherever the 16th Section occurs in
territory embraced in said negotiations, it is unde
by the parties to said agreement and these negoti



hat said lands are the property of the Staten Board of
Education and not owned by the Internal Improvement

Yand, and are therefore not included in these negotia-

That in cases of lands being under cultivation
hand claid y the citizens in tracts not exceeding 80

ace t the date of these negotiations, such tracts are
reseed from these negotiations for the benefit of

such prior agreements.
hir: That a right of way 300 feet in width is hereby
ed through any prcel or part of said territory and

Sembraced in these negotiations in such direction as
Trustees may direct, for the purpose of cutting and
taing a canal through said territory from the

Miami River.
FourtI . That all deeds executed by the Trustees of the

Internal Improvement Fund in furtherance of and in con-
cuding these negotiations shall contain the general res-
ervation for canal rights of ways, as is contained in the
l usual standard printed form of deed issued by the Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund prepared by the At-
torney General of the State of Florida. And be it
further

Resolved, That subject to the reservations, exceptions
and modifications above set forth, and in accordance
therewith, that the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund do hereby agree to execute good and sufficient deeds,
conveying to the parties of the first part as named in said
preliminary articles of agreement the following described
lands to wit:

The north quarter and the south quarter of Township
51-38, 51-39, 52-38, 2-39 and 53-38. Three tiers of sections
running either north and south or east and west, across
Townshi 53-39. The west half Township 54-39, Sec-
ion6, 9 and west alf of Sections 18, 19 and 30, in Town-
hip 5341. Section 1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 14, 23, 24, 27, 28, 33
and 34 in Township 53-40, Sctions 3, 4, 9, 10, 15 in Town-
shi 5040, aggregating 93,760.



further sum of $1.25 per acr for each and every acre of
said lands lying west of the range line dividing ranges 39
and 40; and $2 .00 per acre for
range line, one-half of said purchase money to be paid
upon the execution and delivery of a good
deed to said lands, to be placed in escrow as y be here-
inafter agreed upon by the parties to said n
not later than the first day of June, A. D. 1908,
mainder to be paid one-fourth on December 1 1908
one-fourth on y 31, 1909, deferred payments not to
draw interest.

Resolved Further, That it is undestood by the parties
to said negotiations, and it is the purpose of the Trutee
of the Internal Improvement Fund to expend seventy-e
per cent. of the proceeds of the sales of the lands em-
braced in thee otiations, in the building, construction,
equipment and operation andi maintenance of a canal to be
hereafter located, beginning in the Miami River and ex-
tending into the Everglades, adjacent thereto, and in ex-
penses incident to the management of the Fund nd d dredg-
ing operations in such proportions as the Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund find it practicable to do, a.
the proper discharge of the duties and responsibilities in-
cident to the management of said Fund, in accordance
with law. Be it

Resolved Further, That W. S. Jennings, as acting
agent of the Trutees of the Internal Improvement Fund
be and he is hereby authorized and instructd to proceed
to conclude these negotiations wthin an early date, in ac-
cordance with these resolutions and instructions and re-
port progress to the end that immediate steps be taken
to purchase material and provide for the immediate con-
struction of a modern dredge, suitable for the work con-of a modrn dred•



S in te Mii Rivr iin wecord-
ance with the purposes of these negotiations.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Secretary. Go vernor.

Tallahassee, Fla., April 8, 1908

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

W.V. Knot, State Treasurer.

SB. E. MAin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

It having been reported to the Trustees of the Internal
mprovement Fund that various persons are trespassing

upon lands owned by the State in and around the section
alng the coast known as Flamingo; it is hereby ordered
by the Trustees that one Mir. John E. Douthitt be re-

uested to ost several notices on the premises being
trspassed upon, advising all such trespassers that they
will be prosecuted should they not at once desist from
further trespas, and that they are hereby forbidden to
ut or remove any timber or other material from any of
th lands owned by the State of Florida and that the
above named Mr. outhit is hereby authorized to report
to the Prosecuting Attorney or he Grand Jury of the
c ty wherein these lads are located that they may be
legally handled for uch respss and the Trustees do
hereby appoint the said Mr. authit as their agent and
r ntatve to protect any of the state lands from
depradation by trespse.

The Commissioner of Agriculture is herebe directed to
send a copy of this order to Mr. Douthitt.



Everglades ................. ........ . $880.59
Newman's expenses for survey ............... 103.12
Okeechobee ................ o ..... . 902.4
Miscellaneous ...... .. .. ... 798.0,

Total ....... ...... .. ..... ......... $2,684.
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWAR

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., April 14, 1908

The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The following accounts were presented and order

paid:
McCall & Small, payment for services in adjust-

ing trespass committed by Hillman-Sutherland
Company ................................. $500.0

W. A. Blount, Division Counsel, final settlement
and adjustment with L. & N. R. R., balance... 287.3

I. N. Withers, salary and expenses as selecting
agent of swamp lands ....................... 127.3

Reed A. Bryan, agent, miscellaneous expenses, re-
pairs on dredges, etc., in redrainage .......... 222.5

Stranahan & Company, supplies for dredes..... 389.
Merrill-Stevens Company, material for dredges. 272.5



R. E. Rose, seed cane for experimental purposes. . 34.05

The Trustees then adjourned.

WM. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., April 27, 1908.

STrustees met in Executive Omce.

. B. Broward, Governor.

A- C. Croom, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

It appearing from the conditions now existing that it
would be advisable to reopen negotiations in re amicable
adjustment of the L. & N. and other land grants and that
he same should be conducted by a discrete agent especial-

ly employed for that purpose. Therefore, be it

Resolved, That Honm W. S. Jennings be and he is here-
y employed as Special Agent of the Trustees to reopen

negotiations with the L. & N. Railroad Company and
ter claiming land grants with the view of effecting an

adjustment of such claims and that for the services so
rendered (being entirely independent of legal services) by
Hon. W. S. Jennings as Special Agent, he shall receiv-
such reasonable compensation as may be hereafter agreed
upon by the Trustees.

The Trustees then adjourned.

W.M. McINTOSH, JR., N B. BROWARDI

Secretary. Governor.



Tallabassee, Fla, May 2, 1908

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

B. E. McLin, Comimissioner of Agriculture.

The following accounts were presented and ordered
paid:

odrali nd1 i rg - . * 1. ; * -

The Capital Publishing Company, printing for
Trustees ........... .................... 350

The East Coast Railway Company, tran sporta
tion charges for freight moved for Trustees.. 258.56

T. Murphy Iron Works, material furnished and

repairs made on dredges............... .... 223.77
Frank T. Budge, dynamite for dredging ....... 162.90
J. W. Johnson, beef furnished for dredges..... 16.08
Savannah Morning News, lithographs for

Trustees ............................... 9.00

Moore Brothers, photographic work for Trustees
of drained lands in Everglades............ .. 9.60

J. E. Fultz, recording deed for Trustees........ 1.60
J. B. Wetherington, recording deed for Trustees 1.0
Reed A. Bryan, Agent, miscellaneous expenses

of dredges for March, 190.............. 35.0
Jas. W. Johnson, beef fr dedges .......... .... 5. I 4

J. H. Lyne Foundry & Machine Company, iron
work done on dredges, and uiaterial furnished 244.50

The Hl. & W. B. Drew, Company, imperial
tracery vellum for salesman't offie ..... ... 8.10

Featherstone Foundry & Machine Company, ad

ditional material and fittings for dredges... 1,036.11
Dade County Furniture Company five cots foir

use of laborers....................... 12.50

C. D. efflr, groceries for use on dredges ..... . 78.73

J. H~, Ln on,&•Mcie:omy rn •
Th ., • . . re



W. M. Burdine, blankets, etc., fitting out survey
party ............. ... . .. ...... .... ... 15.80

Stran n Company, supplies for dredges.

month of March .. .......... .. 448
S. H. Weinges, recording deed for Trustees... .75

M Stevens Company, repairs on dredges,
engine oil, bushings, etc.... .............. 137.77
F k Adas, refund on land erroneously con-

veyed . ... .. . .. .. .................... 80.16

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. McINTOS, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla.. May 4, 1908

'The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

9N. B. Broward, Governor.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The account of I. N. Withers, salary and expenses as
Selecting Agent for swamp lands was approved and or-
dered paid for $158.45.

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. McINTOS•• JR N. B. BROWARD.

Secretary. Goverror.

~18A



Tallahassee, Fla., May 11, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B, Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following account was presented and ordered pa
First National Bank of Tallahasee for Reed A.Bryan,

Okeechobee .. ............................... 84.

Total ......... ...... ..... ... ......... $2,491.1
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

SollSecretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., May 23, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. MeLin, Commissioner.
The following account was presented and ordered paid:

Capital City Bank of Tallahassee for Capital

Publishing Company, printing 1,000 copies of

land lists for Trustees .i....... .. . .. l.. .... $116.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. MeINTOSEI, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.



Tallahassee, Fla., May 28, 1908.

The Trustees met in Exeutive Office.

B.Brwrd, Governor.
A. G. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

W. H. Ellis Attorney General.
B. E.McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The Commissioner of Agriculture of the State of

Florida was authorized to sign a waiver of any claim by
the State of Florida under the swamp land act of Septem-

ber 28, 185, as represented by the lists filed in the office
the Comissioner of Agriculture by the Government

nsecting Agents May 25 1908, and reported by them as
ch inspecting agents to be dry and not subject to

patents to the State under said act of September 28, 1850.
Sd agents so reporting and recommending to the

United States Land Office.
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

W. H. McINTOSH, JR., N.. B. ROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

. :•

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
Jn A. Harp, having purchased in Deed No, 16113 thp

Sof Sý of Se, Se. 35, T. 51 S, R. 41 E, while said trat



Trustees agred to sell him at $1.25 per acre, for the
reason that his home and improvements were located

And since the survey of a par of said township by Mr.
John W. Newman, under instructions of Trustees, it was
discovered that the land upon which M. Ha
ments were located should be described as "S of Lots
and 2," and not Sj of Se of Se of Sec. 35, said T.
51 S, R 41 E embracing 53.42 acres.

And Mr. Harp having returned his deed No. 16113 an
remitted the additional amount, $178 to purchase th
excess in acres;

The Commissioner of Agriculture, Hon. B. E. McLin is
hereby directed to cancel Deed No. 16113 embracing Sj of
Se¼ of Se-, See. 35, T. 51 S, R 41 E, and issue new deedto
Mr. John A. Harp embracing said Sj of Lots 1 and 2 of
Sec. 35, said T. 51 S, R 41 E, applying, the 50.00 already
in the hands of the Trustees remitted for Deed No. 16113
to the purchase of said Sj of Lots 1 and 2 Sec. 35.

Mr. E. A. Brewer having purchased in Deed No. 16107
the W4 of Swj of Sec. 25, T 51 S, R 41 E, while said tract
was unsurveyed, and estimated at 80 acres, which the
Trustees agreed to sell him at $1.50 per acre, for the
reason that his home and improvements were located
thereon.

And since the survey of a part of said township by Mr.
John W. Newman, under instructions of Trustees, it was
discovered that the land upon which Mr. Brewer's im-
provements were located should be described as the w
of Sw¼ and Lot 4 of Sec. 25, T. 51 S, R. 41 E, embracing'
92.12 acres and excess or additional area of 12.12 acres.

And Mr. Brewer having returned his Deed No. 1617
and remitted the additional amount, 181 to purchase
the excess in area:

The Commissioner of Agriculture, Hon. B. E. McLi, is
hereby directed to cancel Deed No 16107, e ra
of SwI, Sec. 25, T. 61 8, R.41 E anissuenw t



`E. A. Brewer embracing said NwJ of Sw-I and Lot 4, See.

25, said T* 51 S R. 41 E, applying the $120 already in the
hands of the Trustees remitted for Deed No. 16107 to the
purchase of said Nw} of Swj and Lot 4 See. 25.

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. M NTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

TaIllahassee, Fla., May 28, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. . Croom, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W H. Ellis, Attorney General.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

After considering the recommendation of Messrs. Mc
all & Small, State Trespass Agents, it was agreed that
he sum of $225.00 will be accepted as settlement in full of

Sclaims against the Dyal-Upchurch Company for tres-
ass on the Ne of Ne4, See. 30, T 1 N. R. 21 E and Lot I
f Section 23, T 2 N R. 20 E, and the Commissioner of

griculture, Hon. B. . MLin, was directed to notify
ess. McCall & Sall o the acceptance of their recom-

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. MclNTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.



s rl[-':Tal: lahassIeeFla.: May 29, 1908.
SPresen at:e

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croonm, Comptroller.
W. V. Knotl State Treasurer.

for trespass on Ife of Ne Section 30, T'^;•1 '' i
*t". ' .^ lSec23 T,2 iyB • Ei,; anA'e•<MH

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General
B. E. MeLin, Co issioner of Agriculture.

Messrs. McCall & Sa l' e se tteer o the 1th pp it.

ing been read and considered, in which was stated tha
They had collected from the Dyal-Upe urch Company

$225.00 as full settlement of trespass claims against them
for trespass on Nel of Nei Section 30, T 1 N, R. 2 E, and
Lot No. 1, Sec. 23 T 2 NR 20 E, and recommendig that
the settlement be accepted, the Commissioner of Agri
culture, Ron. B. E. MeLin, was directed to notify Messr
McCall & Small that the settlement was approved.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., June 4, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The account of RHon. . S. Jennings, General Couns

for twenty-five hundred dollars, semi-annual payments
salary, was ordered paid.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. 1. BROWARI,
Secretary. Governor



Tallahassee, Fla., June 3, 1908.

lA. .Croom, omptroiller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
The proposition of R. P. Davie and J. R. McKennie, ef

Colorado Springs, to purchase lands in the Everglades as
Part of the general negotiation pending between the

rustees of the Internal Improvement Fund and J. H.
atum & Company, for the sale of approximately 100,000

icres of land in the Everglades was considered:
d it appearing to the Trustees that the proposition

eing a reasonable one, and to the best interests of the In-
rnl ImproCvement Fund, considering the emergency
ties f the Fund for the further vigorous proseeu-

i the work of drainage and reclanation of the Ever-
gldes and the purchase of another dredge and equipment

inident thereto; the Commissioner of Agriculture, Hon.
. E. cLn was directed to issue deed to Hou. R. P.
avie, embracing 27,486.09 acres of land, the considera-
ion be $2.00 per acre, to be paid as follows: $18,320
n or before June 1, 1908, $18,320 on or before January 1,
09 and $18,332.18 on or before June 1, 1909, said de-
arred payments not to draw interest; and that said deed
e deposited in the Barnett National Bank until such

ayments have been made.
Reved Further, That a good and sufficient lease

nd agreement be executed fro the Trustees of the In.
rnal Improvement und to R. P. Davie and J. P. Me-

enni or either of the•m; for the period of fve years, to
ctio 27 and 34, nd the west half of sections 2 and

5 in T. 50 , R. 41 E to be used for general farming and
egetable growing and the establishmenti of an experi-

ental ue farm for the growth and production of sugar
ane on a large scale for the purpose of establishing sugar
i, should the experiment prove satisfactory, which
said deed shall include setions 27 and t and the west

i~~~~:~~:·N ~ Ba B a mif

~~~~; a~i;tit~o~·tc? Iir

~~~~~ *~~~~~· :.~~



consideration of the cutting of a canal the dimensions o

which shall be determined upon anThatd fixed by J. W. New
ad 5beun within thie as tioiiGo

oim an, as Engineer of the Trutees of the Internal Improve

mentiFund, to be not less than twelve feet wide and thre

feet dep, with anks leee f road purposes
present south cabnal being. av ted by te T s o

soaters na Iprovement Fund, extending through sectio
thirty-five, T. 50 sd, ,po R. 41 E and part of section 2, T 51 ,l s
b. 41eco to a point in section 2 found most practicable b

the Engineers of the Trutee of te al Imp

SR. . D i w]^ · ·iG~ofl • iO',i s^

tpose of drinage and reclaiing a m g

vation the lands adjacent theret an i th iii

of.

Provided, That work on said canal shall be laid ou
and begun within thirty days from the delivery of sai
contract of sale, in accordance with these resolutions th
entire ecot of said canal works and leveling the banks f
road purposes in accordance with provisions of said leas
to be borne hy Messrs. Davie and McKennie and their as
sociates and prosecuted with all reasonable speed an
diligence and, upon their failure to do so, said lease sha
become null and void and the estate thereby granted shal
cease and determine.

Resolve Farther, That W. S. Jennings, Acting Age
of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund be, an
he is hereby empowered and instructed to notify the sai
R. P. Davie of the acceptance of said proposition as state
in these resolutions and in accordance therewith, an
that upon receipt of notice of such negotiation the Com
mission of Agriciulture is authorized to prepare th
lease as referred tio in these resolutions to the lands abo
described and in accordance therewith.

The following is a copy of the lease made to R. P. Davie
in accordance withthhe resolutions of the Trustees, date



June 3, 1908, said lease being dated June 24 1908, an i

Articles of Agreement Made and entered into by
and between the Trustees of the Internal Improve-

d of the State of Florida, Parties of the

First Part, and R. P. Davie and his Associates,

Parties of the Second Part.

WITNESSETH:

t the parties of the first part, for and in considera-
tion of the sum of one dollor ($1.00) to them in hand paid
he parties of the second part, the receipt whereof is

knowledged, and in furtherance of the general
otiations pending between the parties hereto relating
the sale of a large acreage of land, in which this mem-

orandm of agreement forms a part, have entered into
and do enter into the following stipulations and agree-
mIents, to wit:

The said Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
o e State of Florida hereby demise and lease unto the
paties of the second part the following described lands,
situated in Dade County, Florida, and more particularly

scribed as follows to wit: Sections 27 and 34 and the
west half section twenty-six (26) and the west half of sec-
tion thirty e (35), all in township fifty (50) south of
range forty-one (41) east.

For the term and period of five years from the date
f, and said lad so leased to be sued for general

rming and vegetable growing and the establishment of
experimental cane farm for the growth and produ-

tion of sugar cane; and for the establishment of a sugar
Sat the option of the parties of the second part,

should the experiment prove satisfactory for and in con-
of thenecessary expenditures to be made by the

rti te second part in the cutting of a canal from
the present South Cal being excavated by the Trustees

of the Internal Imrovement Fund extending through



section thirty-five e(5), township fifty (50) southe, rXgg

forty-one (41) east, to a point in sectiaon two (2) foli
most practicable by the Engineer of the Trustees of the

Internal Improvement F und t be paed i Icarge aof te

uwor the a hi steeof thhe soard parte ok and p aresribe its

thae hae pireiJ1id st cutwnt si s'B the

co urse, sidth an d pth, to e a n ot lss thai an 12 feet wide

Stheir lands tor venantsd ed in aee by the Trus;tes of

fthe w es neiation forsaid, said otwionx 2) the west oe
halffe , of section irty-five ()h and all of se ans twenty-.

south of range forty-one 1) easoe at and for the suar of

ate oll hav per mr i cout lateratin withdi te lare areaotr lads to be pudrainage a in theranspoention os that
upoein thelands failure of the said parties of e second part to

nTrustees ofduring the existence of the lpotse and prior to the date

forfeiasnled, and of no further binding force Tand effect.

The patie of the first part further co ant an agree

thage the paroties ofpt the scond parst andfor their successorse

to be used for drainage and transportaian apurposes toeir

their lands afor said into the canals now being cut by the

reasonable regulations and entrol as the Trustees mav

provement Fndw, from the South Canal of the Trustees
throgh sections thirtfive (35) and two (2), said can



the banks 1evelled for road purposes; and at a cost of ap-
proximately $2,000 in payment of the rental or lease of
said sections as herein set forth, said work to be begun

d pon the delivery of these articles of agree-
', and t be prosecuted diliently and with all reas on-

and these covenants shall be binding
upon the parties hereto and their successors in office, and

the heirs, executors and administrators of those execut-
ing isinstrument in an individual capacity.
witness whereof, the said parties of the first part

and of the second part have hereunto set their hands and
a d their seals, the 24th day of June, A. D. 1908.

Approved:: R. P. DAVIE.

N. B. BROWARD, Governor (seal).
A. C. CROOM, Comptroller (seal).
W. V. KNOTT, Treasurer (seal).
Attorney General (seal).
B. E. McLIN, Commissioner of Agriculture (seal).

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor

Tallahassee, Fla., June 8, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
It having been shown by eertified statements of disin-



rthl, and i recomn
parties to be worth not more thai 10i agieed to sella eon 13, T. 6 S, R.

acre.
The deed made by the Louisvil &N hil3

Company to the Trustees of the Itera
Fund under date of March 12, 1908, was rr
upon the minutes, and is in words and figur s

Know all Me by thes Presents, That the Lu ll
& Nashville Railroad Company, a corpo ionof theta
of Kentucky, for and in consideration of the sum of one
dollar ($1.00) to it in hand paid, a other conside r-
tions, in hereunto moving, remises, releases and quit-
claims unto the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida, he following decrib
lands lying and being in the County of ee, in the State
Florida, to wit:

See. T. R. Acres.B
S½ of S½ 3 51 26 160.00

Lots 2 and 6 of Sec. 7, Set of See.
8, Lot 6 of Sec. 9, Lot 9 of Sec.
10, Lots 6, 7, 8, 9 of Se. 14,
SeF of Sec. 17, Lot 1 of See. 20
Lot 4 of See. 21, . 1 and 2
of Sec. 23 and int 7 of See. 34,
5.85 acres .................. 52 26 782.

WL of 2Se and 6 Sw of Sec. 2. Se
of Swt of See. 4, Ej and o of

Nw j of See. 8, Nwo of SNee 2
of Nek and Sj of See. 10, Ej
of Nw* of See. 12, Sj of Nei of
See. 14, NJ of Ne of Ne E of



Nw ........................ 36 44 27 1,600.00SB of NJ, Sel, NJ of Sw , Se. of

iSw of Sec. 4, Lot e 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
6, 7, S~ of Ne, Seo .of Nw, Se:

.f Se, Ne of o Sw of Se. 6, E

*o See. SO.. ... ........ .. ... 43 -28 3',560.6.8

of W1 S.w of Sw- of Sec. 8.. 45 27 1,475.56
All of Sec. 2, all except Swj of

Swe of Sec. 4, all ses... .6 and S,

NW1 of Nei, Nei of Nw+ of
<ec. 10, Nwi of Nw- of Sec. 12,

all Sec. 18, Nw of SeNw ..... 4 29 Se.
20, Nw. 20 of Sec. 26, Si of Sw
of See. 30 ...... .28 .. 3.. ... 43 28 3,560.00

WJ and S ½e of See. 8 and Si
Sec. 18 ..................... 44 28 799.96

Nei oNf Se. 12 f ... . 3........ 43 29 16 80.00
Nei of See. 4, Wi of See. 6 ...... 44 29 456.44
All See. 20, Si of See. 22, Wi of

See. 26, all sections 28 and 34.. 45 29 2,560.00
Nw+ of Ne', Si of Ne*, Wi and

and Nw4 of Sc- of Sec. 32. . 46 29 480.00
containing - aces, estimated, together with the
tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto
belonging or in any wise appertaining.

In witness whereof, the Louisville & Nashville Railroad
Company, by the direction of the Board of Trustees, has
caused its president to sign its name, and its seal to be
affixed this 12th day of March, A. D. 1908.

LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE RAILROAD COMPANY,

By M. H. Smith, President.
Signed, sealed and delivered in the

(Seal.) presence of Milton Smith, E. S.
Locke.

Attest: W. H. Bruce,
Asst. Secretary.

State of Kentucky, County of Jefferson:
Before the subscribed, dl qualified commission and



acting n y irl o^i®tar ul~ic saMd
and who executed the foregoing instrument, and ac-

Louisville & vie omissiroad Cempan Jand being

.,TphE foil i1ng, saccounts 'were orded pd

SirstN at.,. Ban ox jf 1Tallassee, for K :

authorized by it, signed its name and affixed its seal to

lows: Okeechobee $98•459; .iveg! s; .75;

n. d exected the, salid instruen e asd its act

hdee d.

Given under my hand and official seal this 12th day of

March, A. c D.J. B. 1908.

G. W. B. OMSTEAD,
Seal) Notary Public.

My commission expires January 29, 1910.

The following accounts were ordered paid:
First Nat. Bank of Tallahassee, for Reed A.

Bryan, Agent, pay-rolls in re drainage, as fol-
lows: Okeechobee 9840.59; Eiverglades $828.75;
miscellaneous *781.33...................... ý$2,594.68

1. N. Withers, salary and expenses as selecting
agent of swamp lands..................... 130.85

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., June 22, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Groom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
After considering the application and offer of W. W.



Taylor for the Se of Sw, Se. 21, T 28 S, R 26 E, and

e statements eofn disinred paties as t te teof the land, which statemenits say thiat the forty is princi-
pally covered with water and that the few acres not

t scr palmetto, and that the tract is wanted by
Mr. Taylor simply to clear it so as to improve the view
from his home to the lake, the Trustees agreed to sell the
aTe land or 25.00, the amount offered by Mr. Taylor.
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.

Secretary. Governor

Tallahassee, Fla., June 26, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Presenit:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following accounts were approved and ordered
paid:
P. N. Bryan & Sons, wood furnished for dredges. .$832.00
Frank T. Budge, bushings and fittings for dredges. 1.60
Jas. W. Johnson, beef for use on dredge......... 50.76
Merrill-Stevens Company, suction pipe, steam

hose, etc. for dredges........ .... .......... 403.18
Reed A. Bryan, Agent, expense acet. in re drain-

age for month of May, 1908................. . 113.55
The C. H. Lyne Foundry & Machine Co., making

steel shaft ........... ...................... 16.75
T. Murphy Iron Works, repairs on dredges....... 47.90



The H. & W. B. Drew Company, vellum, seals, trac-
ing paper, etc. for Salesman's office............ 11..0

Stranahan & Co., supplies for dredges........... 994.58
N. B. Broward, expense two trips to and from Ft.

Lauderdale to inspect drainage operations ...... 127.03
W. V. Knott, expenses to and from Ft. Lauderdale

to inspect drainage operations................ 53.10
B. E. McLin, expenses trip to Ft. Lauderdale tLo in

spect drainage .............. .......... 6.
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor

Tallahassee, Fla., July 1, 1908.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. . Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

After conidering the application and statements of R. G.
Haskins and the statements of two disinterested parties
relating to the character of the Nei of Sw¼ Sec. 21, T 28 S,
R. 26 E, Polk County, Florida, which statements say that
said tract is nearly all the year covered with water, with
the exception of four or five acres, and that only saw
palmetto grows upon this and that the tract is desired
only for pasturage, the Trustees agreed to accept the offer
of $25.00 for the forty acres made by R. G. Haskins, and
the Commissioner of Agriculture, Hon. B. E. McLin, was



Sn nto port in th way of colletiongs f1 i

dinected tohue been uable to rbo ea liaen hnything lately.

money wasr repeved.

&SMALL

Trespass Agents, was received and ordered spread upon

efr peonally camae A. B. Simall, who being dulythe the f statement is true.minutes:

Swor toan subscribed before me aat ke City, in
S e, on hist, tel 3o day of June 1908.

ALICE EZEI 1E.
aaa Stte of Florida at r.

We have nothing to report in the way of collections for

on hand, but the people i ton n.seem so ard pressed

Before me personally came A. B. Mcall, who being duly
sworn says that the foregoing statement is atrue.

Sworn to ad subscribed before me at Lake City, inhe

My co ission expires July , 1911.

day of July, 1908.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Secretary. Governor



N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comlptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

United States Inspecting Agent, Hon. F Hoisi
while examining selections of swamp lands the
and Hon. . N. Withers tate Agent, ting in
examinations, having filed written as well as
'Verbal reports as to the vacant State swamp lands i Tp
61 S, Rgs. 33 and 34 E, on the mainland; that is, thatsa
reports show these lands to be too low for successful
drainage, except by diking, and that only small tracts in
said area have any intrinsic value; and it being further
shown that settlers had entered upon and selected the
best pieces of land in these townships for settlement an
cultivation; and the Trustees having conveyed to these
settlers the amount in their claims, it was eonsidered by
the Trustees that the sum of $5,000.00 offered for the
vacant lands in said townships by Mr. J. C. Thompson,
was a fair and reasonable price. The Trustees being
advised that Mr. Thompson and those associated with him
would be at a very great expense in order to make the
lands of any financial value, and if they were to so im-
prove the same it would be n advantage to that section
of the State, the lands being of little or no value without
such expenditure and improvement; the Commissioner of
Agriculture, Hon. B. E. McLin, was therefore ordered to
prepare deed of conveyance embracing said lands, for the
consideration of $5,000.00, the acreage being 9451.67
acres, estimated.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

ecrentary. Governor.



Tallahassee, Fla., July 13, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:statement of Mr. Seth W Wt

N. character of the unsuor. Ey prto e T.
A. . Eroo, othat . t fo

At V. Knott, State Treasu th er

W. H. enclose hllis pasttorney, that other lands adjacent have

sture at he dsesires the land in order to fence across
it to enclose his pasture, that other lands adjacent have
been recently sold at 60 cents per acre, that he owns all
the surrounding land; the Trustees accepted the offer of
$1.00 per acre for the 60 acres, estimated, in said section,
and the Commissioner of Agriculture was directed to issue
deed to Mr. Seth Woodruff when the purchase money was
tendered.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor

*Tallahassee, Fla., July 14, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Govern or

A. . Croom, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

13. E. McLin. Commissioner of Agriculture.



The rstees approved an ordered Tefllao

cThe nss thpi en d:j

Reed A. Bryan Agent, ibexpense .ount in re
drainage for month of Juneet ................ $ 30First National Bank of Tallahassee, for e~i ed A.

Bryan, Agent, pay-roll in re drainage'....... 2,6.18

The Trustees then adjourned.

N.es: . B BroROAwa, ve
AW C. .roo Comptroller. overnor.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agricl .

The following report was ordered spread upn the

Thorble Trustees I.met in Executive Office.Fn

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.

Gentlemen:
We have the honor to report that during the month of

May, 1908, we succeeded in bringing to a settlement nego-
tiations which had been pending some time with Dyal-
Upchurch Company in regard to trespass some ten years
ago upon the Nej of Nei, Section 30, Township 1 N.,
Range 21 East, and Lot No. 1, Section 23, Township 2 N.,
Range 20 East, Baker County, for which they have paid
us as in full settlement of the trespassby cttingthesaw-

3•A Z



ill timber upon the said two tracts, the sum of two
hundred and twenty-five dollars. This has previously
been specially reported to you, and the transaction ap-

proved. We are handing you with this report our check
on State Exchange Bank, Lake City, Fla., for one hundred

and twelve dollars and fifty ents being onehalf of the

We have no further collections to report for the last
have various negotiations of this sort now

pending undetermined.

Respectfully,
McCALL & SMALLT.

State Trespass Agents.
State of Florida, Columbia County.

A. B. Small, being duly sworn, says that the foregoing
report is true. A. B. SMALL.
Sworn to and subscribed before me, at Lake Coity, in
said State and County, on this, the 3d day of June, 1908.

ALICE EZELLE,
(Seal) Notary Public State of Florida at Large.

My commission expires July 9, 1901.
State of Florida, County of familton.

Before me came I. J. McCall, who being duly sworn,
ays that the foregoing report is true.

1. J. McCALL.

My commission expires April 13, 1911.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest: N B. BROWARD
1W. A. McINTOSH, Ji, CFovernor.



Tallahassee, Fla., August 1, 1908.1

The Trustees met in Executive Offee.

N. B. Broward, Governor.

A. i Croom, Comptroller.l.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. MeLmin, Comnissioner of Agriculture.

The following accounts were presentedapprovedan
ordered paid:

Florida. East (oast Railway Company freight
moved during month of May, 1908............ $341.5

John McDougall, stationery for salesman's f-
ce ................................... 106.,

Gilmore & Davis Company, two bookcases to hold
Trustees' records ......... ............. 50

Frank T. Budge, kitchenware to use on dredges..
Stanahan & Co., supplies for dredges........... 57.

Merrill-Stevens Co., fixtures and repairs for
dredges .......... .... ............... 144.

G. S. Baxter & Co., fixtures for Dredge Okeechobee 300

Geo. E. Chase & Co., plough steel rope for dredge.. 37

C. D1. Leffler, supplies for dredges............... 171.I

Reed A. Bryan, expense acct. for June, 1908 ...... 155.

Jas. W. Johnson, meat supplied for dredge...... 85.

P. N. Bryan & Son, wood for dredges.......... . . 938.

A. A. Stewart, recording deed for Trustees... .... 6.
Miami Furnitue Co., on cot for use on dredge... 0(0

C. H. Lynde Foundry & Machine Co., iro.n work for
dredges ................. .............. 14

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSIH, JR.. .B BROWARD,,
Secrearxny. Governor



N 3. Broward, Governor.

C. Croom, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

ees lae oe odern dredge in the Caloosahatchee
iver and onein the tiamni River for the purpose of facil-

tating the drainage opretions inaugurated by the Trus-
es, and it s the purp of the Trusteees to sell at a

ricesatisfactory to the Trustees, such land as is neces-
a procure and operate the dredges aforesaid. The

urther policy of the Trustees is to place one modern
in Lake Okeechobee, at the earlilest practicablle

i o as to hasten the aceomplishment of the whole
rainage scheme.
Theproposed rtcles of agreement between Wallter R.

fort d the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
und of the Stat of Florida prepared and presented at
e instance of Mr. Comfort under date of August 1, 1908,
f the consideration of the Trustees of th6 Internal Im-
rovement Fund relating to the purchase of 22,880 acres
f land as thereian described situated in Dade County,
lorida, in township 53BS S, ringes 9, 40 and 41, T. 54 S.
R 39 and 40, at the prices and under the1 conditions
d stipulations therein set forth which was further

idered b he Trtes and not being fontd acceptable
y them, .It was
R *lved, That the proposition contained in said arti-

esof agreemet and presented on behalf of Walter RB.
esid reling to e c e of certain

Sa e to te conditions and, stipula-
ons therein provided, is not acceptable to the Trustees



ideclin aed. cles of

in further resolved that a counter proposition be ub

tions in widths of s
mitted to Mr. Comfort in accordance with the former, pr

liminary articles of agreement ntienered into by and be

paticulirly set fortl iin •pr i ertlcls bfhaving bee pfeA dat the i.st .i.e ...f.

twagen W. S. Jennings, Agent for he Trustees, s.d Walte
I. Comfort, for 21,480 acres of the 22,88 pacres ded ribe

agreement artile not fogreemend satisfactoryesented on behalf

Mr. Com fort thn ten days after o reApt , 1 , ei
thereof, rthat all ifmd negtiations as l t ae propo

ended and all pmiminary articleis of teintlntel
intd bi t iarths to sections abutting the proposedcana

foieiteand lying sou f rtheven width one milre and a quaite

It deep, and ofurtherwi resolved, theliminating fr. said contract certai

to the order of the 1rustees of the Internal
cnda, under date of seati 1908, fo r of way, npurchase money of th proposed purchase, of agreemen

by the former propose Icotrnal Improvement Fund, •Walter .which is omfto be furnished Mr. Comfort th

agent of the Trustees then .OU.

Attendedandastl preliminary articles of agreement entere

It is further resolved, that Mr. Comfort's check, payabl
Seretafry. Gove-uor.



The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

ation for an extension of time on the former
entered into between W. . Jennings, Acting

t for the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Sof the State of Florida and Walter R. Comfort,
ning Sweet and their associates, relating to the sale

Sgeeral negotiations embracing approximately 100,-
00 acres in Dade County, as therein described for and on

behalf of J. H. Tatum & Co., and their associates repre-
senting the lands in said negotiations not particularly
described and set forth in the negotiations under date
of August 1, 1908, of Walter R. Comfort, it was

Resolved, That an extension of time be granted to said
J. H. Tatum & Company and their associates, to conclude
said negotiations in accordance with said preliminary
articles of greement on or before the first day of No-
vember, 1908.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. MeNTOSH, Ji.,. N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Gm oernor.

Tallahasse, Fla., August 7, 1908.

The Trnstees met in Execulive Office.
Present:

V. B. Broward, Governor.
*" i• n'•tl' -j B .i



First N at. MBank of Tallahassee, for Reed A.

Brya, Agent pay-rol in re drainage opera-
tions ........................ 2,564.31

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor

Tallahassee, Fla, R August 12,1908.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. Mclin, Conuiissioner of Agricultlure.

It was resolved that Mr. Newman be instructed to con-
tinue digging the North Canal on the present line, in the
direction of Pine Island, with the Dredge Everglades,
after he has built a dam close behind the dredge, and that
the canal be dug 60 feet wide and 8 feet deep, until he
has further instructions, and that Mr. Reed A.Bryan be
instructed that as soon as Mr. Newman has completed
the dam behind the dredge Everglades, that Mr. Bryan
shall dig out so much of the present rock dam in the
North Canal as will lower the water in the canal 3 feet
below its present elevation, that the lands may become
cultivatable, and it is further ordered that the two light-
ers built last Fall and 'owned by Mr. R. A. Bryan be I r-
chased, at the price of $150 each, and that one o
be placed in the North Canal, betwee two d
referred to, and be used to carry supl anI d tht the
other one be placed above the pr dam
South Canal, that is t be built * behin the



b e es i t ietue i.nsupl gte dredg Okeeo? b

•dl@ $ id Jw-iToir. i

witA m paterllRS.

W. M. MdA NTO SIs J~., N. Bculture.ARD

Q•yirnor rr inideafutl repej to tre Tustees

ShecSecretary. Gotiverns of tre

a Foundr & Machine Company o•f Taspa, Florida,

lbitted Ia written proposal r de Au gust 1, 18.

1 8o biuild steigl "dedge hull 42 feet by 100 ft. bky
The Trustees Dippe in Executiviery complete at T Oampace.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.

A. sc tons ao ying said proporoomComptroller.
t Governor Browar sdrd madey fthe Tru s-

ating to conere s held wi the priese t ters ofand ct

Tampa Foundry & Machine Companying state Florin saida,
and submitted, a written proposal under date of August

17, 1 fi0, to build steel de thb e hull and eebect ma-
4 u. yd. Marion Dippr machiner iplete alt Tampa,

as specified in specifications accompanying said proposal,

hinr, astherein specified, for ajd in consideration of
the su of $22,000 to be paid in four equal payments as
therein stated.

. The second proposition of the Tampa Foundry &
Machine Company to build an additional steel dredge

hull 40 ft. by 80 ft. by 7 ft by 5 ft. 6 inches for a com-
plete 2 cu. yd. dipper dredge, to bO used near Miami,
10lorift, according to specifications submitted with said

piroposal, which were carefully considered in detail all

to be erected and tested first ass in all dietails, at Fort



1, • 1908, said machinery

operated, to have capa ityn
eumstances at the rate of rf60O0, eubi

s t details bo sdid nucihiy n
Sbeing set ou at length in said specifications.

been carefully considered, thecIl t
machinery and perform the e nantsidoi i osaid contrat in accordance or reithe sprepae and mad
provision thereof at the o times asth e arin Steam c he
fBo aiy in cosideiratiion f the its principal o e at Ma
speciied in saidt contrae t for ea nstructio of tw yd.

machipper dredges as peifiecifitions attached, dated July

ope rustees having llcapacity cin orideinary material and cir-
and specifics atd the rate prices 1600d cubids hyards in ten
sought pthices and is of said machtion from and contrue on

struction companies, and these proposalsMids and pricesbeing thet mot advatntgeoins, tihe scifictis hicngh hae
tofoenre deteminied to have costmpany to fnish said

possible delay tw such miiodern lredgs, it Ieing hjdgment of the rforees that it co ~ anad c onditions o
to the Internal Imprvement ce with the specifications and

ecute the work of drainge and fclaa'ion of ihe wai

propositions submitted as a foes a i i ,
Whereupon, Ho. sad .ontratom,r eh omplete set of thei

Trustees prcees d tinordmation fo er dedge con-
installed with the leat ponstructed with the least

uthe work of drainnage and relamn tion of the swamp
flowed lands, which mo aving fully considered the
flmved lands, which motion was seconded by Hon. B. E.



Reove That Gofv. N. . Broward, as President of
the Internal mprovidement Funde and he is hereby

athoried empowered and directed to proced with the
S rtit on at a ic ffor ettlmnt the detai of the plan and

speiicatis of the two d red identified and re frred
to b thei specifictios of the Tame an d ge, if, Mac fin

C4nnpany under date of August 17, 1908, and of the Ma-
rion Steam Shovel Company, of Marion, Ohio, under date

iof ly i1 i s dmede be to change e n the

further consideration of the details th authority to

modify the contract and specifications for one dredge to
be of smaller capacity, suitable for a 2* yd. dipper dredge

under specifisations and prices proportionate ppto su re-
duction a in sie of the dipper and dredge, tif,on inal
consideration it is deemed best to change the dimensions
as aforesaid.

And, Resolved further, that upon the completion of
said proposals and specifications and the preparation of
proper contracts for the construction, erection and in-
stalling of said dredges, that Governor N. B. Broward,
as President of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund as aforesaid, be and he is hereby authorized and
empowered to enter into said contract and to submit same
to the Trustees for their signatures.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. MecNTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., August 20, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Ofce.

N. B. Broward, Governor.



of . Me ade, Fla., for the Ne of the e of Section 26,
when the purchase money was received.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR,, N. B BROWAD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., August 20, 1908.

3:30 P. M.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present :
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The Governor reported on the matter of specifcations,
contract and proposal for the construction of two modern
dredges as authorized, which are approveýl and signed
by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the
State of Florida, and are in words and figures as follows:

"This article of agreement made at Marion, Ohio, by
and between the Marion Steam Shovel Company, a cor-
poration with its principal office at Marion, Marion
County, Ohio, party of the first part, andl the Trutees of
the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida

Tallahassee l a,lida, party of the second part,

Witnesseth: That said party of the fist par f e

consideration andi upon the conitions written hein,



agreestoshpto te epta of otye ectnd partE oor-
as per specifications atached dated Aug,. i17th, 1908.
Said machinery when well mounted and properly operl-

ated to have a capacity in ordinary fair material and
circumstanceas, at the rate ofj 1600-3200 cubic yards in ten
hours, to excavate a depth of twenty feet below. the sur-

face of water dump at a height of 22 to 26 feet above the
surface of the water, and to deposit material on either

side at a distance of 51 to 60 feet from the center of the
machine to the center of the dump.

The party of the second part agreees to furnish a hull
frame and woodwork complete, suitable for the above
named machinery; also all. lumber and all labor to com-
plete said machine. Said hull shall be 100 feet long,
width at top 38 feet; width at bottom 38 ifeet; depth of
hull app. 8 feet. Said machine to be equipped with ver-
tical spuds.

The party of the second part agrees to avoid all un-
necesary delay in their part of the construction of said
machine and to lend all necessary friendly assistance in
completing, starting 'and operating said machine.

The party .of the second part to have a trial of fifteen
consecutive days within sixty days after the completion
of said machine, and if not then had, all right to such
Stral is waived and the party of the second part shall
settle for saiI machinery as though such trial was had.

The party of the first part agrees to furnish one skilled
man to help operate and superintend the operation of said
machinery during 15 days' trial, free of charge, the com-

eneen of which trial shall date from the comupletion
of said macba, buA t in no evnt shall the time of said

ial extend beyond th i f s ement as herein fixed.
The party of the second part can have a further trial



of 15 days by employing the above named man during .. aid

trial after first trial of fifteen days at the rate of p

her beforeo fied for see in the nt an . i

help and supplies. If, on trial, said machinery proves as

represented, orn if trial is not had because of failure of

settle and placing ofor said mahery in ~h stipulated; but
if on said trial said machinery does not prove to be as
represented, it shall be held subject to the warranty below.

In conidaratin of the foregoing ent a 'Party of the first part will furnis thout charge,

services of a man for notas to exceed thirty days, anto super-

tion chars and the cot and

hereinte provlacing of machinery in hull. (Above delivery is
fro date written below.)

partyn consideration of the foregoing covenantst) and agrpee- ll

hauling •romi the casr 't wheiB. said ma chine is •toJK.ILt,
and that it wij! WPt ,i4 machinef, and• py t.;on Steamade b y the party of te first par t, the party of the
the epiration of c the and bove cost and expense of th e trial

the balane, 5,940.00 at xpisaid omachin , and pay theari
S Shovel Completepany, the party of the first part, at

delayx of carers abod named time, the sumof niye -

avoidable or beyond our reasonable control.

The Marion team Shovel Company arty of the first



t, warrants e habove described machinery to be, d monade
of good material and oin good, workmanlike manner, and

ofif properly handled and taken care of, it will perform the

work above tspecifed. If sai d machinery, after a reason-

work above named and sp eified, the ~sd mchin ery is to
be held subject to the order of the Marion Steam Shovel

Company, and to be taken iw miats expense, arend money
which has been paid for freight by the party of, the isecond
part, refunded; which payment shall be the only liability

tiof th p l the prt t pt.rt 1thil part

t isoy e noessy agrn d that the ave desrbed mpai in

fll. Nor sal•l ay payment on account, and the r pt
therofdivt suit title til.te wt e purchase priceeis fun paed rtnd all payend les tan the whole sum

subject to he ord ber g fth prt ren t of such machineti

paid for damin full, andges that if promissory notes are given

i itit; h ageed that iaf the payments provided for

for the purchase made or anythe times reofd as athatgreed herein,

in•g of the same, or a pritayment theren shall

'divert et le de, and tyat th e party of the
ipromisory notes and o s ai d purcs mciny ae paind hill

full. Nor sha l l any payment on account, a n d the receipt

shall be considered as being for the rent of such machinery

and for damages thereto by wear. of he cnd part,
It is further agreed that if the payments provider cash and forhe

herein are not made at the times, and as aareed herein,

and if any of said payments are not made as so agreed

that then all of the purchase price remaining unpaid shall

at once become due and payable, and that the party of the
first part may take possession of said machinery and hull

and upon ten days' notice to party of the second part,

excess shall be turned over to the patrty of the second



hal, and sead policy pOs• unpa le to

pf t f thest part rng the

Ioncane ofa . qif~ tileli hes
It is fur ther agreP thaait the pa oftf thehfsecond p

shall insured ao own expense .11 of the above e
propertyis firthe sum of ha- dollars for the benefitof the

Whoe asgreeiefi rfsaid partieseand e*ot 4in] nt lte

party of the first par, in one or more solvent insurance

companies, and continue the said insurance in force until
said property is fully pad for, the loss tin be made pay-

Dated tohs eprvefteenth day ort Aguit, 1908. interess

of the first part during the continuance of this contract.

In case of failure of said party of the second part to so

chase money, as provided herein.Goveor.

A. C. CROOM, Comptroller.
S B. E. McLIN, Connissioner of Agri•lture.

Trustees Internal Improvement Fund of F~orida.

The Marion Steam Shovel Company, Marion••., Aug.

17, 1908. Brief specifications of 4j-yard dredge, with

sixty-foot boom and vertial spuds.

Boom and Vertical Spads.

Length of boom..................60 feet

Reach center of machine to center of

dump ......... ............. 51to60 feet
Dig below surface of water........20 feet

Dump above surface of water .... .22 to 20 feet

Size of dipper .. 4ý cuic yards



Capacity 10 hours' steady running. .1600 to 3200 yards
Length of hull i.................... 100 feet

W idth of hull .................... 30 feet
Depth of hulln .. ............. s 8 feet approx

Draft forward ................... 4 feet approx

Hoisting and Backing Machinery.

ing engines, double........ 12"x16"
isi drum grooved for cable... 3" diam
gfriction ................ Outside band tpe

. aset by steam ram
king drum grooved for cable... .26" diam

B ng friction ............... . Outside band type
set by steam ram

Engine shaft, hammered steel .... " diam
Backing drum shaft hammered steel.6" diam
Hoisting drum shaft, hammered steel7" diam
Hoisting shaft, gear steel ........ .79" diam
Backing shaft, gear steel. ............ " diam
Engine pinion ................... cast steel

This machinery is mounted on a substantial steel frame
built up of 24-inch I beams and will be located on deck.
Hoisting throttle is balanced piston type with lowering
control.

Swinging Machinery.

Swinging engines, double. ......... 9"x9"
everse and throttle ............... Central piston valve

balanced
Crank shaft, forged steel ........ 4" diam
Engine pinion ................. cast steel
Intermediate shaft, hammered steel.4 5-8" diam
Intermediate pinion . .. : ........... cast steel
Intermediate gear ................ cast steel
Swinging drum, grooved for cable..24" diam
Swinging drum shaft, hammered

steel ........................ 5" diam



Spud frictions ................. sideexpandingtype
Friction shaft ........ ........ driven from engine

Drum shafts ... ........ 43-8" diam

cleats will be furnished.

Aft spud drum plain barrel ........ 21mounted on friction
shaft

Spuds 30"x30i " to be furnished by purchaser.

Capstans and Deck Equipment.

Vertical Capstans will be furnished and will be power
driven fronm bevel gears on spud drum shaft. Bitts and

eats will ba e furnished.

Swinging Circle.

Swinging circle at foot of boom .... steel plate construc-
tion

Diameter of swinging eircle. . . ..... 21 feet

Swinging circle journal, cast steel. .44 feet diam

A frame of steel construction will be furnished.

Boom.

Length of boomn....................60 feet
Boom construction ............... all steel

End castings ....... .......... cast steel
Spread of boom at foot............ 4 feet 9 inches
Spread of boom at point...........12 inches
Shipper shaft, hammered steel...... 6 inches diam
Brake wheels ........... ........ 60 inches diam

Yoke Block.

Yoke block .......... .......... fitted with rollers
Yoke bolts ......... ....... 3 inches diam., iron
Bearing in block for shipper shaft. brass bushed



Dipper Handle.

Dipper handle socket casting.......cast steel

handle 19"x21"x44 feet.

depositing spoil if thought practicable to do so.)

Dipper.

Size of dipper........ ......... 44 cubic yards
Dipper shell ..................... 3-4 inches thick
Dipper mouth piece (placed inside) .1 3-8inches thick steel
Dipper front fully protected by.... two wearing plates

Cutting lip of ardtuf steel will be furnished instead
of teeth.

Rock dipper. One extra dipper, 2½ yard size (4½-yard
strength) will be furnished. This dipper will be equipped
with four teeth.

Boiler.

Boiler will be of Scottish type, water back, duplicate
size and type of that furnished on Florida State Dredge
"Everglades." Boiler will be fed by a duplex pump.

Feed Water Heater.
Feed water heater will be of open type-250 H.-P. size

with 6" oil separator. Suitable piping will be furnished.
An injector connected with cold water supply will also

be furnished.
Cables and Sheaves.

Hoisting cable ................. 1. 3-8 in. diani
Hoisting cable sheaves............ 66" diam (steel)
Swinging cable ................. ..1 3-8" diam
Backing cable ................... 1" dianm
Bking cable sheaves ............. 66" diam

ward spud able.............. 1" diam
Aft spud cable ................. 3-4" dia

~ ~et~ e~l~td ~ t Cl ~ npA wl lr



Machinery is trimmed with pressure cups for hard oil
and lubricators of latest and best patte. Liberal bear-
ing surfaces are provided and lost motion is easily
nated; all drums, sheaves, etc., are brass bushed and sim-
ple adjustments for taking up wear have been pr
for throughout. All gears, pinions and racks are of
steel. All important shafts are of hammered steel.

Drawings and plans will be furnished for the dredge
hull and all woodwork and machinery will be laid out in
accordance with them.

If steel hull is furnished by the purchaser for this ma-
chinery, we will be pleased to co-operate with the de-
signers and builders of same by furnishing plans show-
ing location of all machinery listed in these specifica-
tions.

Electric Light Outfit.

The electric light outfit will be of direct connected type
and have capacity for 25-32 C. P. incandescent lights.

Lamps, wire, insulation and wrenches will be furnished
for same. Also steam piping.

Auxilliary Boiler.

An auxiliary boiler of sufficient capacity to operate
the boiler feed pump when cleaning large boiler or to
operate electric light engine independently will be fur-
nished; also piping connections to pump.

Tools and Supplies.

A large complement of tools, including large portable
forge, steel anvil, chain and rivet tongs and countersinks;
socket, fork, packing, monkey and pipe wrenches; ham-
mer, cold chisels, files and oil cans; fire tools and sup-
plies, including rivets, bolts, cotters, gaakets, packing,
water and oil glasses, and waste to be furnisheed with
this machinery.
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Moradm of Prices Covering Mchy. Complete for
One (1) 4j Yd. Dredge for Board of Interinal

Improvement Fund.

Tallahassee, Fla., August 17, 1908.

iery as per standard specification ...... .16,000.00
E tra for Kingford Boiler................... 1,211.00

" " Steel A. frame.................... 750.00
" " Power capstans, butts, etc .......... 300.00

a  " Extra 2½ yd. rock dipper............ 300.00
" " Electric light outfit.......... .... 450.00
" " Feed water heater. .......... .... 300.00

" Auxiliary boiler......... .......... 300.00

$19,941.00

E. D. PACKARD.

ORDER CONTRACT.

This article of agreement made at Marion, Ohio, by and
between the Marion Steam Shovel Company, a corpor-
ation, with its principal office at Marion County, Ohio,
party of the first part, and the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, Tallahassee,
Florida, party of the second part,

WITNESSETH: That said party of the first part for
the consideration and upon the conditions written herein,
agrees to ship to the party of the second part on or about
the 10th day of November, 1908, the following described
machinery, to wit:

Machinery complete, including crane, dipper handle, and
all castings and forgings to complete one 2j yard dipper
dredge as per specifications hereto attached. Said ma-
chinery, when well mounted and properly operated to
have a capacity, in ordinary fair material and circum-
stances at the rate of 1,000 to 2,000 cubic yards in ten
hors. To excavate a depth of 22 feet below the surface

of watr, dump at a height of 28 feet above the surface



of the water, and to deposit material on either side at a
distance of 60 to 70 feet from the center of the machine
to thte center of the dump.

The pairty of the second part agrees to furnish a hull,
frame and woodwork complete, suitable fr the
named machinery; also all lumber and all labor to com-
plete said machine. Said hull shall be 100 feet long,
of top 38 feet; width at bottom 38 feet, depth of hull
feet. Sai machine to be equipped with vertical puds.

The party of the second part agrees to avoid all u
necessary delay in their part of the construction of said
machine and to lend all necessary friendly assistance in
completing, starting and operating said machine.

The party of the second part to have a trial of 15 con-
secutive days, within sixty days after the completion of
said machine; and, if not then had, all right to such trial
is waived and the party of the second part shall settle for
said machinery as though such trial was had.

The party of the first part agrees to furnish one skilled
man to help operate and superintend the operation of said
machinery during 15 days' trial, free of charge, the com-
mencement of which trial shall date from the completion
of said machine, but in no event shall the time of said
trial extend beyond the time of settlement as herein fixed.
The party of the second part can have a furthe trial of
15 days, by employing the above named man during said
trial, after said trial of fifteen days at the rate of $125
per month, but such time shall not extend beyond the time
hereinbefore fixed for settlement.

Party of the second part to furnish all necessary help
and supplies. If, on trial, said machinery proves as repre-
sented, or if trial is not had because of failure of said
second party, said party of the second part shall settle
and pay for said machine as herein stipulated; but, if on
said trial, said machinery does not prove to be as rep
resented, it shall be held subject to the warrnty belw

Party of the first part to furnish free of charge one



skilled man, not to exceed thirty days, to superintend

•i•:i:•!•fssf *i:i'• • •̧ :. •::m i ti•" i T• i -L -.• ii

placing of machinery on hull. Above delivery is con-
tingent upon this contract being properly signed by party

of second party and one copy returned to party of first

In consideratin of the foregoing covenants and agree-
ments made by the party of the first part, the party of the

d pat hereby agrees to pay all freight and trans-
S rges and th cost epee ost of the trial

provided for (except for the man provided by the
p y of the first part as before stated) and to do all

g from the cars to where said machine is to be
t, and that it will accept said machinery and pay the

Marion Steam Shovel Company, the party of the first part,
t the expiration of the above named time, the sum of

sixteen thousand dollars (16,000.00) as follows: 86,000.00
ash thirty days from date below; $6,000.00 when ma-

chinery is completed ready for shipment; and the balance,
$4,000.00 at the expiration of above trial.

Shipping directions. (Fill in.)

All agreements are contingent upon strikes, accidents,
delays of carriers and any other delays which are un-
avoidable or beyond our reasonable control.

WARRANTY.

The Marion Steam Shovel Company, party of the first
part, warrants the above described machinery to be made
of good material and in a good workmanlike manner and
if properly handled and taken care of, it will perform the
work above specified. If said machinery, after a reason-
able length of time and fair trial, will not perform the
work above named and specified, the said machinery is to

e held subject to the order of the Miami Steam Shovel Co.
Sto be taken away at its expense, and money which has

paid for freit by the part of tthe second part re-
Swhih pyment shall be the only liability of the

party of the first part.



of the first part until paid for in full, and that if promia-
sory notes are given for the purchase money, or any part
thereof, that the giving of the same or any
thereon shal not divert the title of the party of the first
part until said promissory notes and said purchase money
are paid in full. Nor shall any payment on account, and the
receipt thereof divert such title until the whole
price is fully paid, and all payments, less than the
sum shall be considered as being for rent of such ma-
chinery and for damages thereto by wear.

It is further agreed that if the payments provided for
herein are not made at the times and as agreed herein,
if any of said payments are not made as so agreed
then all of the purchase price remaining unpaid shall
once become due and payable, and that the party of the
first part may take possession of said machinery and hull,
and upon ten days' notice to the party of the second pa
sell the same at public or private sale for cash, and the
price obtained therefor shall be the agreed value thereof
and shall be applied to the payment of the balance of the
purchase money due the party of the first part. If the
proceeds of said sale be more than sufficient to pay the
unpaid purchase money and the expenses of such sale, the
excess shall be turned over to the party of the second
part, but if insufficient, the said party of the second
shall be and remain liable for such unpaid balance to
party of the first part.

It is further agreed that the party of the second p
shall insure at own expense, all of the above describe
property in the sum of - dollars, for the benefit of
party of the first part, in one or more solvent insura
companies and continue the said insurance in force u
said property is fully paid for, the loss to be made paya~
to said party of the first part as its interests may pa
and said policy or policies shall be held by the party
the first part during the continuance of this contra
case of failure of said party of the second par to



ure, the party of the first part may effect such insurance

erty and collected in the same manner as the purhase

money, as provided herein.

It is further agreed that this instrument evidences the
o grment of said parties and nothing can be

added or taken away by parole.
Dated this 25th day of August, 1908.
e Marion Steam Shovel Company,

F. H. .KING, Asst. Sales Manager.
N. B BROWARD, Governor.
A. C. CROOM, Comptroller.
B. . McLIN, Commissioner of Agriculture.

Trustees Internal Improvement Fund of Florida.

Marion Steam Shovel Company,

Marion, O., Aug. 25th, 1908.
Brief specifications of 21-yard Dipper Dradge, with 70

foot Boom and Vertical Spuds.
The Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the

State of Florida.

Length of boom .................. 70 feet
Reach center of machine to center of

dump ......................... 60 to 70 feet
Dig below surface of water ......... 22 feet
Size of dipper....................21 cubic yards
Capacity 10 hours' steady running.. 1000 to 2000 cu. yds
Length of hull, minimum.......... 100 feet
Width of hull, minimum...........38 feet

Hoisting and Backing Machinery.

Hoisting engines, double........... .10" bore x12" stroke
Hoisting drum grooved for cable...274 diam
Histing friction ............... outside band type

set by steam ram



Engine shaft, hammered steel .... 4" diam
Backing druu shaft, hammered steel5j" diam
Hoisting drum shaft, hammered

steel ............ ............. 6" diam

Hoisting shaft gear, steel ......... 7" face 65" diam

Engine pinion ....... ........ .ast steel

This machinery is mounted on a sbstantial teel frame
built up of 20-inch I beams and placed on deck. Hoisting
throttle is balanced piston type with lowering control.

Swinging Machinery.

Swinging engines, double .......... 8" re x8" stroke
Reverse and throttle................ Central piston valve

balanced
Crank shaft, forged steel...........5 3-4" diaml
Engine pinion ............ ... ..... Cast steel
Intermediate shaft, hammered steel..4 3-8" diamn

Intermediate pinion ............. cast steel
Internediate gear ................ cast steel
Swinging drum, grooved for cable. .23" diam

4winging drum shaft, hammered steel4 7-8" diam

Spud lHoist Machinery.

Forward spud drums compound
geared, grooved for cable........23" diai

Spud friction .................... Insideexpandingtype
Friction shaft .................. driven from main en-

gine
Drum shaft ..................... 43-8" diam
Aft spud drum expanding friction., mounted on friction

Jwinging Circle.
Swinging circle at foot of boom .. Steel plate costrue-

Diang tion
Diamoeter of swinging circle ...... 21 feet



Swinging circle journal, cast steel. . feet d am

A Frame and Spuds.

A frme conruction.............all steel
astings............ ast steel

Forward spud trimmings ......... for 3Wx30" spuds
sp trimmings ........... .. .for 18"x18" cpuds

Timer for spuds to be furnished by purchaser.)

Boom.

Length of boom ................... 70 feet
m construction ... ........ .... all steel

EI casting ............... ... .... cast steel
ad of boom at foot .......... .. .4 feet 9"

S ad of boom at point..... ..... 12 inches
hipper shaft, hammered steeol ..... 5" dia

ake wheels ................... 60" diam

Yoke Block

Yoke block ................... fitd with rollers
Yoke bolts ...................... 3- 4" diam., iron
Bearing in block for shipper shaft brass bushed

Dipper Handle.

Dipper handle construction ....... Oregon fir
Socket and dipper adjusting eastingscast steel

Dipper handle is protected by steel liners and has 7"x
3-4" top and bottom plates of steel and is equipped with

teel rack which is through bolted to handle. Size of
andle 18"x20"x48 feet.

Dipper.

Size of dipper .................... cubic yards
Dipper shel ........ ............. 7-16" thick
Dipper mouthpiece (placed inside) .steel 1 14" thick
Dipper front flly rotected .... two wearing sheets



uiii"g p of ,artu steel wl e urnie• instead ofi®Rock Dipper.

One extra heavy rock dipper 13-4 cubic yard size (e
yard strength) will be furnished equipped with four teet

Boiler.

Scotch marine type with water back, Kingsfordmake
being same type as the one on Florid tate
"Everglades."

Boiler feed ...................... outside packed, d
plex pump

Feed water heater...............open type and with
oil separator

Boiler is equipped with usual fittings, such as su
heater, stack, safety valve, blow-off cocks, guage co
etc.

An injector connected with the cold water supply w
be furnished.

Auxiliary Boiler.

An auxiliary boiler of sufficient capacity to operate
boiler feed pump when cleaning large boiler or to oper
electric light engine independently, will be furnished.

Piping.

All piping and fittings will be furnished for the engi
boilers, heater, pump, injector, etc., including one 2" i
syphon for hull.

Capstans and Deck Equipment.

Vertial capstans will be furnished and will be
driven from bevel gears on spud drum shaft. Bitt
cleats will be furnished.



Hoisting cable ................ ... " diamHoisting cable sheaves.rk d. . .. f..... . oediam., steel

sw g ca e . ....... ... . ... 1j" diam

Backin cablesheavesa............. 60" diam
Forward spud cable ............... 1" diam
t s d ca l.. l......... .. .... 3-4" diam

Sfor a frame and boom will be of wire rope and
will be furnished complete with all fittings.

Operating Levers.

The operating levers will be convenieiently located at the
ard end of the dredge so that the engineer will have

a od view of the work, and onsists of one hoisting
hrottle lever, one swinging throttle lever, one hoisting

frictio lever, one acking friction lever, two forward
spud levers, one aft spud lever, one foot lever for check
belt and one cranesman's hand and foot lever.

Electric Light Outfit.

The electric light oufit, consisting of engine and gen-
erator, will be of correct connected type and have
capacity for twenty-five 32 C. P. incandescent lamps. Out-
fit will be furnished complete with wiring, lamps and
steam piping.

Tools and Supplies.

A large complement of tools will be furnished, includ-
ing portable forge steel anvil, vise, bolt tongs, counter-
sink, socket, fork, packing monkey and pipe wrenches,
hammer and sledge, cold chisels, files, fire tools and sup-
plies, including rivets, bolts, cotters, gaskets, packing,
water and lubricator glasses, oil cans and waste.

IN GENERAL.

Machinery will be trimmed with necessary grease cups



lighting engine and pump. Liberal bearing surfaces ar
provided and lost motion is easily eliminated; all drum
sheaces, etc., are brass bushed and simple adjustment
for taking up wear have been provided for throughou
All gears, pinions and racks are of cast s
portant shafts are of hammered steel.

It is the intention of these specifications to
machinery and iron work complete in every pa
the dredge, but no irons, bolts, etc., for the const
of the hull proper will be furnished by the Marion
Shovel Company.

Any material or part thereof necessary to such com
pleted dredge machinery although omitted from the
going specifications shall be furnished so that no
shall be lacking because the same is not mentioned i
foregoing specifications.

If machinery is mounted on wooden hull drawings a

plans will be furnished for the dredge hull and all woo
work and machinery will be laid out in accordance w
them.

If steel hull is furnished by the purchaser for this
chinery, we will be pleased to co-operate with the dsi
ers and builders of same by furnishing plans showing
cation of all machinery listed in these specifications

Specification for erection of a four and one-half c

yard steel dredge hull and erection of machinery
Tampa Foundry & Machine Company, August 17, 190

Tampa, Fla., ugust 1, 1908.

Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, Go

N. B. Broward, President, Tallahassee, Fla.

Dear Sir:
We propose to furnish and deliver into the wateof



the Hillsborough River, Tampa, Florida, a steel dredge
hull 42 feet by 100 feet by 7 feet by 5 feet 6 inches, with

woo e house and (erect 4 cubic yards. Marion
Dipper Machinery complete, at Tampa, as specified here-

ininaccordance with the following specifications, all to
e t bet material and workmanship.

Specifications.

-The hull to be entirely of steel, except deck,
h is to be of best seasoned dry yellow pine; hull to

100 feet long by 42 feet wide by 7 feet deep at bow by
5 feet 6 inches deep at stern; the hull to have four longi-
tudinal bulkheads and four athwardship bulkheads of J-
inch steel plate, reinforced by 4x4x3-8 angle on each side,
also top and bottom, the vertical reinforcement angles to
be about 45 inches apart; all bulkheads to have the pass-
age openings so as access can be had from each of the 25
apartments to the other. The forward two athwartship
bulkheads to connect with the sides of the forward spud
casings thus making a very rigid constructton.

Plating-The bottom to be all of 3-8-inch thick steel
plates, the sides to be all of 3-8-inch thick teel plates; the
bow and stern to be all of 3-8-inch thick steel plates. The
two front side plates where forward side spud casings
rivet on, to be of -- ineb thick steel plate. All bulkheads
to be of l-ineh steel plate, 4x4"x3-8" beams 5"x3x3-8".

Frames-The frames are to be 45 inches center to
center, except at bow and stern and forward spud casing
frames to be. the design as shown by blue print sketch to
be furnished, which makes a solid net work of braces and
very rigid construction. All gusset plates except spud
gussets to be 16 inches by 16 inches by j inch, except those
at extreme corners, which are cut diagonal two (2) out of
each 16x16 plate.

Spud Casing-They shall be three in number, the two
forward ones to take 30-inches by 30-inches spuds. The
aft one to take a 20-inch by 20-inch spd. They are to be
constructed of -inch steel plate and 5-inch by 5-inch by



the spuds and fit them for work in a
and acceptable to the owners.

Deck-Deck beams to be 5 inches by 6 inches
low pine, to be bolted every two feet to the 3-inch by
inch by 3-8-inch steel beams. The ecking to be 4 in
best yellow pine, seasoned and dressed, the other p
to be 5 inches by 12 inches dressed; these outer planks to
be bolted every 22j inches with 3-4-inch carriage bolts
decking to be driven up hard againt it by means of
wedges; the deck to be made tight, but not caulked all
necessary foundation timbers to be provided by con-
tractors, all woodwork to receive two coats best wood
preserving paint.

Riveting of Hu-The riveting of the hull shall be by
best 3-4-inch diameter steel rivets, all water laps 21-inch
center to center spacing all brace spacing center to
center, except for places where such would be
impracticable. Lower corner and all four vertical cor-
neers to be double rivited and angles which hold spud
casings to hull also to be double rivited in the same man-
ner, staggered 3-inch center to center each single row,
which makes it about 17-8-inch center to center. All steel
surface to receive two coats best red lead linseed oil be-
fore launching; the contractors to test hull before launch-
ing; the hull to be absolutely water tight and to be first-
class in every detail of workmanship and material and
made satisfactory to the owners.

Machinery-All machinery, steel and iron fittings,
cables, chains and everything of steel, iron or metal, be-
longing to a complete 4 cubic yard outfit to be furnished
f. o. b. cars, Tampa, Fla., by the owne except the stee
hull, hardware and roofing for the house to complete the
construction thereof.
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The Marion people to furnish a man to assist in the
erection of the machinery mentioned herein, said man toibeefor such serice and to be employedi for

d also the spud to be fitted up by the contractors
and erected by them.

The A. frame to be of steel and furnished
ready to put up by the owners.

Houe he house is to contain twelve (12) rooms and
n, one bath, one toilet, one pantry, and is to be con-
Sof yellow draw pine and to receive one of paint.

specifications to be first approved by the owners; the
tractors to prepare specifications and blue prints.
nchors-The anchors for main back stays to be 1½x8

hes iron, to be bent under hull and to be riveted to bot-
. These items to be included in the hull.
ection of Machinery-The erection of machinery to

e according to blue prints furnished by the Marion
m Shovel Company of Marion, Ohio. All machinery

to be erected complete, in first-class workmanlike man-
e; the Marion Steam Shovel Company to furnish one
ngineer for thirt (30) days; to furnish information in

nection with the, erection of the dredge and when
com dthe dredge is to be teteed and is to work sat-

factory to the owners and to b acceptable to them.
ie-The contractors propose to complete the steel

hull, eret all machinery, and have the dredge complete
an ready to operate in four months from the date after
blue print has been approved of this contract; all ma-
chinery to be received by the contractors ten (10) weeks
from the date of this contract, in satisfactory condition.

i The contractors covenant and agree to build a
ll, wooden house, and erect machinery as hereto-

fore specified and referred to in these articles of agree-
nt and specifications, for the sum of twenty-two

thousand dollars (22 ) and to furnish the material



Terms-The terms of jpayment to said contractors for
such labor, material and services as aforesaid, are to be
made as follows: Twenty-live per cent. when the steel for
hull is delivered f. o. b. car Tam ; 25 p
when the hull is launched in the waters of t
borough River at Tampa, Fla., successfully 25
when the machinery is erected in a wor
and satisfactory to the owners ofsaid steel hull
cent. when said steel dredge is completed and tested
the Hillsborough River near Tampa, F., and is
to be satisfactory and acceptable under such tt to
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund.

It being further mutually understood and agreed that
these specifications are sufficient to cover each and every
detail and item of machinery, lumber, material, ixtures,
labor, appliances, necessary or incident thereto, and to
the erection and completion and launching and testing of
a steel hull dipper dredge with the Marion Steam Shovel
Company machinery as referred to and mentioned here-
in. That the contractors hereby covenant and agree to
supply all of the material, labor, hardware and appliances
incident to the erection, construction and launching and
testing of such dredge complete and ready for work, for
and in consideration of the prices herein named.

Drawings-The contractors re furnished all drawing
necessary in the erection of the steel hull and ouse and
for the reception of the machinery; and it is understood
that the steel hull, house and machinery are to be erected
in accordance therewith. They are also to furnish all
necessary plates, bolts and fasteners, and all said blue
prints and specifications to be approved by the Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund.

The above and foregoing proposal is respectfully s
mitted.

The TAMPA FOUNDRY & MACHINE CO.
By Ernest Kreher, President.



The above and foregoing proposal and specifications
are hereby accepted and approved by the Trustees of the

Inte l I omet Fund, this 17th day of August, A.

N. B. BROWARD, Governor.
A. C. CROOM, Comptroller.
B. E. McLIN. Commissioner of Agriculture.

of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State
of Florida. *

pecifications for erection of a two and one-half cubic
Ssteel dredge hull and erection of machinery by
pa Foundry & Machine Company, August 17, 1908.

Tampa, Fla., August 17, 1908.
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund,

Governor N. B. Broward, President,
Tallahassee, Fla.

Dear Sir:

We propose to furnish and deliver into the waters of
the Miami River, above county bridge, Florida, a steel
dredge hull 40 feet by 80 feet by 7 feet by 5 feet 6 inches,
with wood deck and house, and erect 21 cubic yard Mari-
on Dipper Machinery complete as specified herein, in ac-
cordance with the following specifications, all to be the
best material and workmanship.

Specifications.

Hul -The hull to be entirely of steel, except desk,
which is to be of best seasoned dry yellow pine; hull to
be 80 feet long by 40 feet wide, by 7 feet deep at bow, by
Sfeet 6 inches deep at stern; the hull to have three longi-

tudinal bulkheads, and three athwardship bulkheads of '-
ch steel plate, re-inforced by 4x4x3-8 angle on each side,

also top and bottom, the vertical re-inforcement angles to
be about 45 inches apart, all bulkheads to have the pass-

Sogs, so as access an be had from each of the 25
apartments to the other. The forward two athwardship



Sbulkhead to c:onnet wiith the sides ~iiof the fo ipue
" casings thus making a very rig.id construction

Plaing-'The bottom to be all 3--nch t k
plates, the sides to be all of 3-8-inch thick
the bow and stern to be all of 3-8-inch thick steel plates;
the two front side plates where forward side spud casings
rivet on, to be of 4-inch thick steel plates. All bulkheads
to be of 4-inch steel plate; 4"x4"x3-8 beams, 5x3x3-8".

Frames-The frames are to be 45 inches center to
center, except at bow and stern and forward spud ang
frames to be the design as shown by the print sketch t
be furnished, which makes a solid net work of braces and
very rigid construction. All gusset plates, except spud
gussets to be 16 inches by 16 inches by -inch, except those
at extreme corners, which are cut diagonal two (2) out of
each 16x16 plate.

Spud Castings-They shall be three in number, the two
forward ones to take 24-inch by 24-inch spuds; the aft
one to take an 18-inch by 18-inch spud. They are to be
constructed of ½-inch steel plate and 5-inch by 5-inch by
j-inch angle and 15 inches by 50 lbs. channel for the
cross-clamps, otherwise to accommodate the Marion Ma-
chinery.

Spuds-The owners are to furnish all iron fittings for
the spuds the contractors to furnish the timber, made the
spuds and fit them for work in a satisfactory manner and
acceptable to the owners.

Deck-Deck beams to be 5-inch by 6-inch best yellow
pine, to be bolted every two feet to the 3-inch by 5-inch by
3-8-inch steel beams, The decking to be 3 inches best yel-
low pine, seasoned and dressed, the outer planks to be 5-
inch by 12-inch dressed; these outer planks to be bolted
every 224 inches with 34-inch carriage bolts, decing to
be driven up hard against it by means of wedgs; th
deck to be made tight, but not caulked; all necessary
foundation timbers to be provided b cntrtors a



woodwork to receive two coats best wood preserving

R g of -The riveting of the hull shall be by
be inh diameter steel rivets; all water laps 24-ineh
Scenter spacing, all brace spacing 4-inch center to

except for places where such would be impractic-
wer corner and all four vertical corners to be

Sriveted in same manner, staggered 3-inch center to
each ingle row, which makes it about 1 7-8-inch

ter to center. All steel surface to receive two coats
t red lead linseed oil before launching; the contractors
test hull befoe launching. The hull to be absolutely

ater tigt and to be first-class in every detail of work-
manship and material and made satisfactory to the own-
ers.

achiery-All machinery, steel and iron fittings,
cables, chains and everything of steel, iron or metal, be-
longing to a complete 21 cubic yard outfit to be furnished
f. o. b. cars, Miami, Fla., by the owners, except the steel
hull, hardware and roofing for the house to complete the
construction thereof. The Marion people to furnish a
man to assist in the erection of the machinery mentioned
herein, said man to be well qualified for such service and
to be employed for a period of thirty days in all. The
wood for the dipper handle to be furnished by the con-
tractor; the wooden handle and also the spud to be fitted
up by the contractors and erected by them.

A Frame-The A Frame to be of steel and furnisehd
ready to put up by the owners.

House The house is to contain ten (10) rooms and
kitchen, one bath, one toilet, one pantry, and is to be con.
tructed of yellow drawn pine and to receive one coat of

paint, thespecifications to be first approved by the own-
; the contractors to prepare specifications and blue

prints.
A or-The anchors for main back stays to be 11 by
i es, irn, to be bent under hull and to be riveted to

eitems to be included in n the hull.



be according to blue prints furnished by the Marion
Steam Shovel Company, of Marion Ohio. All machinery
to be erected complete in first-class workmanlike man
ne; the Marion Steam Shovel Company to furnish one
engineer for thirty (30) days; to furnish inf
connection with the erection of the dredge;
completed the dredge is to be tested and is o
isfactory to the owners and to be acceptable to the

Time-The contractors propose to complete the
hull, erect all machinery, and have thedredge comp
and ready to operate in four months from the date
the blue prints have been approved of this contract; a
machinery to be received by the contractors eight (
weeks from the date of this contract, in satisfactory co
dition.

Prices-The contractors covenant and agree to build
steel hull. erect all machinery as heretofore specified an
referred to in these articles of agreement and spcifications
for the sum of eighteen thousand dollars ($18,000.:0) and
to furnish the material and labor at their own proper
cost and expenses as referred to and specified therein.

Terms-The terms of payment to said contractors for
such labor, material and services as aforesaid, are to be
made as follows: Twenty-five per cen. when the s
for hull is to be delivered f. o. b. cars, Miami, Fla.; 25 per
cent. when the hull is launched in the waters of the Miami
River, at Miami, Fla., successfully; 25 per cent. when the
machinery is erected in a workmanlike manner and sat-
isfactory to the owners of said steel hull; 25 per cen
when said steel dredge is completed ad tested in th
Miami River, near Miami, Fla., and is proven to be s
isfactory and acceptable, under such test, to the Trust
of the Internal Improvement Fund.

It being mutually understood and agreed that
specifications are sufficient to cover each and every
and item of machinery, lumber, mtri fixtures, I



appliances, necessary or incident there to and to the eree-
tion and completion and launching and testing of a steel

hll dipper dredge with the Marion Steam ShovelCom-".

trt hereby covenant and agree to supply all of the
bor hardware and appliances incident to the

io, construction and launching and testing of such
d complete and ready for work, for and in consid-

eration of the prices herein named.

wings-The contractors are to furnish all drawings
sary in the erection of the steel hull and house and

Sth reception of the machinery; and it is understood
t the steel hull, house and machinery are to be erected

in accordance therewith. They are also to furnish all
necessary plates, bolts and fasteners and all said blue
prints and specifications to be approved by the Trusteea
of the Internal Improvement Fund.

The above and foregoing proposal is respectfully sub-
mitted.

The TAMPA FOUNDRY & MACHINE 00.,
By Ernest Kreher, President.

The above and foregoing proposal and specifications are
hereby accepted and approved by the Trustees of the In-
ternal Improvement Fund, this 17th day of August, A. D.
1908.

N. B. BROWARD, Governor.
A. C. CROOM, Comptroller.

B. . McLIN, Commissioner of Agriculture.
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State

of Florida.

After further consideration it was concluded best to
construct one four and one-half cubic yard dipper dredge
and one two and one-half cubic yard dipper dredge; the
one four and one-half cubic yard dipper dredge and the

Stwo and one-half cubic yard dipper dredge machinery
als ordered as r cntrt with the Marion Steam



ShoW. M. McINTOSH, Jm.,e a part o

for the suS of sixteen thousand dollars ($16,000.00),

which included all the extras, assee, Flahe, sept. at,

The Trustees met in thadjourne Executive Office.d.

B. E. McLin, Comissioer of AB. rulOre.

The followig acount were approved orere

,paid :

Flora Eas Coast ailway ompany, freight

transported during month of July, 1908....... $4.15

. C.Re mington Typewriter Company t er rib-

H. J. Drane, Strance son dre .............

Merrill-Stevens mpany, fittng, ork etc., on

dr E. .....cLi, Coissioner of Agricul.......................261.

The followinig accounts were approved and ordered

Florida East Coast Railway Company, freight

transporn & Co., supplies for dredges ......... $.15

Remington Typewriter Company, typewriter rib-

bon for salesman's office ............. ...... 1.50

H. J. Drane, insurance on dredges. ............. . . . 825.00
Merrill-Stevens Company, fitting, work, etc., on

dredges ......... .. .... I ... .. .. .. ........ 261.84

Stranuhan & Co., supplies for dredges. .......... 6415

Lainhart & Potter, lumber for use on dredges.... 15.41

The C. H. Lyne Foundry & Machine Co., repair-

ing boilers, etc., on dredges................. 61..

Miami unrdnriture Company, cts for aborers.... 12i



Reed A. Bryan, Agent, expense account for July.. 104.69
The Capital City Livery Stable, hauling for Sales-

The Trustees then adjourned.

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 2, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLIN, Commissioner of Agricullture.
Whereas, On the 22nd day of October, 1907, the State

Board of Education of Florida adopted certain resolutions
which were transmitted to the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund:

And Whereas, On the 21st day of November, 1907, the
Governor addressed a communication to the Attorney
General as follows:

"November 21st, 1907.
Hon. W. H. Ellis, Attorney General,

Tallahassee, Fla.
Sir: Section 4 of Article 8 of the Constitution of Flor-

ida contains among other provisions the following: "The
Common School Fund * * * shall be derived from the
following sources" among others "25 per cent. of the
sales of public lands which are now, or may hereafter be
owned by the State."

I have the honor to ask for your opinion, as to whether
or not this clause of the Constitutionis of full force and



effect, and is applicable to the lands in the hands of
Trustees of the Internal Improvemeent Fund of the St
of Florida and if so, from what date and to what sales of
public lands is the State School Board entit
counting and recovery,

I have the honor to be
Very respectfully,

N. B. BROWARD, Governor."

And Whereas, on the 5t day of February, 1908,
Attorney General submitted to the Governor his answer
to said communication, as follows:

"Tallahassee, Fla., February 5, 1908.

Hon. N. B. Broward, Governor,

TlDahassee, Fla.

Dear Sir: Your letter of recent date, requesting my
opinion as to whether Section 4, Article XII of the Con-

stitution, which provides among other things that "the

Common School Fund * * * shall be derived from

the following sources: * * * among others, 25 per
cent. of the sales of public lands which are now or may
hereafter be owned by the State," is of full force and

effect and is applicable to the lands in the hands of the

Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State

of Florida, and if so, from what date and to what sales

of said public lands is the State School Board entitled to

an accounting and recovery."

The section and article of the Constitution of Florida

of 1885, relating to the State School Fund in Section 4

Article XII, and its provisions are as follows:

"The State School Fund the interest of which shall be

exclusively applied to the support and maintainance of

public free schools, shall be derived from the following

sources :

The proceeds of all lands that have been or may hereafter

be granted to the State by the United States for public

school purposes.

4"l~i



Donations to the State when the pupoe is not spec-

Appropriations by the State
The proceeds of escheated property or forfeitures.

Twentyve per cent. of the sales of public lands which
are now or may hereafter be owned by the State.

Se V of the same Article provides that:
principal of the State School Fund shall remain

and inviolate."

The Consution of 1868 contained the following see-
tion; Section 4, Article VIII.

"The Common School Fund, the interest of which shall
be exclusively applied to the support and maintenance
of Common Schools and purchase of suitable libraries
and apparatus therefor shall be derived from the fol-
lowing sources: The proceeds of all lands that have
been or may hereafter be granted to the State by the
United States for educational purposes; donations by
individuals for educational purposes; appropriations by
the State; the proceeds of lands or other property which
may accrue to the State by escheat or forfeiture of the
proceeds of all property granted to the State, when the
purpose of such grant shall not be specified; all moneys
which may be paid as an exemption from military duty;
all fines collected under the penal laws of this State;
such portion of the per capita tax as may be prescribed
by law for educational purposes; twenty-five per centum
of the sales of public lands which are now or may here-
after be owned by the State.

Section 6 of the same article provides that:
"The principal of the Common School Fund shall re-

main sacred and inviolate."
Under the Constitution of 1868 the School Fund was

called the "Common School Fund," but under the Con-
stitution of 1885 it was denominated "State School

nd." Both Constitutions ovided for the ample an i
r mntennce of public free schools and created a



fund, the interest upon which should be applied exclu-
sively to the support and maintenance of such schools,
and provided that the principal of such fund should
remain sacred and inviolate. Both Costitutions pro-
vided that the School Fund soul consist in part f
twenty-five per cent. of the sales of public lan
by the State.

The term "public lands" as used inthe Cons
of 1868 and 1885, designated a class of lands itin
guished from those granted by the United Sates to t
State of Florida for public school purposes, all the pr
ceeds of the sales of such lands constiuting part of
School Fund, while only twenty-five per cent. of the
proceeds of the sale of "public lands" owned by the
State, or thereafter acquired was to be paid into the
School Fund.

The public lands of which the State became the owner
consisted, among others, of the sixteenth section in every
township granted by act of Congress of March 3rd, 1845,
for school purposes; five hundred thousand acres granted
by act of Congress of September 4th, 1841 (made appli-
cable to Florida by act of March 3, 1845), for Internal
Improvement and the swamp and overflowed lands
granted by act of September 28th, 1850.

The term "public lands" is defined to be such lands as
are subject to sale or disposition by the government under
general laws. Newall vs. Sawyer, 92 U. S. 761:

By chapter 610 Laws of Florida, approved January 6,
1855, entitled "An Act to Provide for and Encourage a
Liberal System of Internal Improvements in this State,"
the Legislature set apart and declared as a distinct and
separate fund, to be called the 'Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida," and to be strictly applied
according to the provisions of the act, so much of the
500,000 acres of land granted to the State for Internal
Improvement purposes as remaied nsold, and the pro-
ceeds of the sales of suc lads theretofore sold as e-
mnained on hand and unappropriated, and a proceeds
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that might thereafter accrue from the sales of such lands,
and all the swamp lands subject to overflow granted to
the State by the act f C ress approved September
2 together with all the proceeds that had ac-
crued or might thereafter accrue to the State from the

sale of said lands.
the purpose of assuring a proper application of

the Fund to the purposes of the act, the said lands and
Sthe funds arising from the sale thereof, after paying

necessary expenses of selections, management and
sale were "irrevocably vested" in five Trustees, all of
whom were officers of the State Government, and their
successors in office, to hold the same in trust for the uses
and purposes in the act provided. The Trustees were
vested with the power to sell and transfer the lands to
purchasers and to receive payment for the same, and to
invest the surplus moneys arising therefrom according
to the provisions of the act.

The act outlined a system of internal improvements
and pledged the Fund to pay the interest as it might
become due on the bonds issued to any railroad company
under its provisions. By the provisions of section 15 of
the act, the State granted to each of the different com-
panies that should construct portions of he lines of rail-
road on the routes indicated, the alternate sections of
State lands on each side for six miles; and by the pro-
visions of section 16 the Trustees were empowered to fix
the price of the "public lands" included in the trust, and
make such arrangements for the drainage of the swamp
or overflowed lands as in their judgment was deemed
most advantageous to the fund and the settlement and
cultivation of the lands.

It was not the purpose of the Legislature to apply
the magnificent estate composed of the swamp lands ac-
quired under the act of Congress of September 28th,
1850, and the five hundred thousand acres acquired by
the act of arch 3, 1845, in its entirety, to the building

of railroads by the companies that might be organized



that the Fund would be exhausted by extending the aid
contemplated. Trustees I. . Fund vs. Bailey 10 Fla., 125.

Ample provision was made for the protection of the
Fund and the preservation of the same intae
general welfare of the State and the devotion
swamp lands to the purposes for which they were
by the United State. The purpose of the act
create a fund and to encourage and promote inte
improvements by extending aid to railroad and ana
purposes in the building of certain line of rilrads and
canal; the reclamation of the swamp lands and the settle-
ment and cultivation of the same.

The title of the act declares that it was for the pur-
pose of encouraging a liberal system of internal im-
provements in the State.

The State of Florida did not part with the beneficial
estate and interest in the great estate by vesting the
legal title to the lands in certain State officers and their
successors, nor did it part with the right to dispose
of that estate by charging those officers with the dutiaes
mentioned in the act, nor did the State divest itself of
aught but the naked legal title to the lands mentioned.
The beneficial interest and estate therein was retained
by the State as owner, the Act of 1855, Chapter 610,
being merely a legislative regulation of the holding,
management and sale of the lands therein mentioned.
The title held by the Trustees is of a public character,
so that their deed is prima facie evidence of title in the
grantee. Groover et al vs. Coffee, 19 Fla., 73 Text.

The lands designated in the act of 1855, Chapter 1
did not lose their character as public lands by be
pledged in trust to aid in the construction of certa
objects of improvement. The egislature by that act
ply designated some object of improvement to be
strueted first and to postpone others.



The powers of subsequent Legislatures were not lim-
ited by the exercise of the powers of the Legislature of

of 1855, unless the act of the latter was of such char-
acter as called into operation a constitutional limitation

S more than a simple antecedent exercise
tive power stood in the way of the exercise of

teof the subsequent one. The Internal Im-
t aw is not organic law and the power o one

ure is no greater than another. Gonzales vs. Sul-
livan, 16 Fla., 819 Text.

e Supreme Court of the United States has held in
eral cases that the swamp lands granted to the States
the Act of Congress of September 28, 1850, are sub-

ect to the disposal of the legislature of the States re-
tively in such manner as they may deem expedient,

without any right on the part of any person, except the
government of the United States, to question such dis-
posal. The application of the proceeds of those lands to
the purposes of the grant, rests upon the good faith of
the State. It is a matter between two sovereign powers.
Although it is specially provided that the proceeds of
such lands shall be applied "as far as necessary" to their
reclamation by means of levees and drains, it is not a
trust following the lands. Mills Co. vs. B. & M. Railroad,
107 U. S. 565; Cook Co. vs. Calumet, etc. Canal Co., 138
U. S. vs. Louisiana, 127 U S. 187; American Emigrant
Co. vs. County of Adams, 100 U. S. 60; Hagar vs. Recla-
mation Dist., 111 U. S. 701.

The dictum of the Supreme Court of Florida on this
point, as expressed in the case of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund vs. St. John Railway Co., 16 Fla. 531.
therefore, appears not to be concurred in by the Supreme
Court of the United States.

Section 4 of Article VIII of the Constutitution of 186S,
hich was carried into and became a part of the Consti-

i of 1885, so far as it provided that the Common or
SFund should consit in part of the twenty-



as an amendment to Chapter 610 which a portion of the
sales of the lands designated in that statute was diverted
to other purposes than those specified in the act, and
eonstitutes an obligation or debt the
here that an amendment, it i imitationo
upon the legislature from diverting more than
five per cent. of the sales of the pulic lands diad
in the act to purposes other tha increasing the C
or State School Fund.

Section 4, Article VIII of the Constitution of 186
was not applicable to the sales of the lands which w
sold for the purpose pof discharging the lien of the bond-
holders of the railroaders which acquired the right of the
provisions of the act prior to 1868.

The Constitutional provisions could not, of Icouse
have the effect of impairing the obligations of contr
nor depriving those persons of vested rights acquired
under an act of 1855.

In my opinion, the provisions of the Constitution of
1868, as well as that of 1885, is self executing; it is a
present application of public money arising from sale of
public lands. The Treasurer was the custodian of all
funds. The Superintendent of Public Instruction under
the Constitution of 1868 had the "administrative super-
vision" of all matters pertaining to public instruction,
and the provision of the Constitution referred to as ap-
plying twenty-five per cent. of the sales of public lands
to the Common School Fund was a direction to the
Trustees to so apply such portion of the sales.

The Constitution of 1885 makes no material change,
except vesting a "State Board of Education of Florida
with the power and duty of managing and investin ll
State school funds. The State Board of Educatio
therefore, has the right to demand an accounting
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement und of
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State of Florida for twenty-five per cent. of the pro-
ceeds of the sales of all lands contained in the Internal
ntund from Feiruary 25th, 1868 (or that
been acquired and placed into sid und) to

, ecuding only such sales as were made for the
Sisharging a lien upon the Fund held by the
s of the railroads which had acquired rights
act of 1855 and such liens as may have been

d prior to February 25th, 1868.
Very respectfully,

W. H. ELLIS, Attorney General."

Whereas, on the 30th day of March, 1908, it was
d by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement

d that an accounting as aforesaid be made to the
te Board of Education and directed that the Sec-

ty of the Trustees do proceed to make up such ac-
t and report same to the Trustees:
d Whereas, such account has not yet been reported

Sthe Trustees on account of which it has not yet been
practicable to make or offer any settlement between the
Trustees and the State Board of Education on said ac-
ount covering the period between said February 25, 1868,

to said February 5, 1908:
Ad Whereas, it appears from the records of the Trus-

tees of the Internal Improvement Fund that the Trustees
ave received, as proceeds of the sale of public lands be-

tween said February 5. 1908 and the 31st day of August,
8 both inclusive, the sum of $33,299.75:

An Whereas, under the Constitution and laws of Flor-
a as construed by the Attorney General, twenty-five per

t. of said amount of $33,299.75, said twenty-five per
t amounting to $8,324.94, is due and payable to the
te Board of Education of Florida by the Trustees

aforesaid.
is therefore ordered by the Trustees of the Internal
vement Fund that the said sum of 8,324.94 be this

day paid tothe State Board of Education of Florida.
2L-1. 1.



day of each month twenty-five per cent. of the proceeds
of all sales of public lands Py the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund during the next prece g
salbe paid by the Trustees to th State
cation of Florida.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROW

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 8, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following report from Messrs McCall & Small was
received and ordered spread upon the minutes:

"Lake City, Fla., Sept. 5, 1908.

Honorable Trustees Interna I wprovemew t Fwud,

Tallahagsee, Fla.

Gentlemen: We have the honor to report for
months of July and August, 1908, no receipts on ac
of trespass matters in connection with State lands.

Our Mr. Small has been absent during the last t
months, in the northwest, and during that time nothing
has been done in regard to these matters. We are
however, about to employ a very competet man, w



pect to put to work actively in this matter in order to

.eae it up by an early date, so far'as possible.
Very respectfully,

McCALL & SMALL,

State Trespass Agents.

State of Florida, Hamilton County.

Before me personally came A. B. Small and I. J. Mo-
Call, who being duly sworn depose and say, that the

foregoing report is true.
A. B. SMALL,

I. J. McCALL.

Sworn to and subscribed before me, at Jasper, in said
Cnty and State, on this 5th day of September, 1908.

(Seal) C. A. STEPHENS.

The following accounts were presented and ordered
paid:
First Nat. Bank, for Reed A. Bryan, Agent,

pay roll in re drainage operations.......... $2,386.60
I. N. Withers, salary and expenses as agent for

selecting swamp and overflowed lands, month

The Trustees then adjourned.
N. B. BROWARD,

Attest: Governor.
W. M. McINTOSH, JR.,

Secretary.

Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 9, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptr ller.

W. V. Kott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Comission r of Agriculture.



The following account was presented, approved and
ordered paid:
P. N. Bryan & Sons, wood furnished for dredges.$1,394.00

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest: N. B. BROWARD,
W. M. McINTOSH, JR.,Govern

Secretary.

Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 17, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

Hon. B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture, read

a letter from Mr. John W. Newman, notifying the Trus-

tees that one or more persons were trespassing upon th
swamp and overflowed lands owned by the Trustees, an

stating that it is necessary that some action be taken t

stop such trespassing. Thereupon, it was

Resolved by the Trustees that Mr. eed A. Bryan
Agent of the Trustees, be instructed to notify all su

trespassers upon the lands of the Trustees to cease su

trespassing at once, or action will be taken against
and in case they do not cease such trespass the said

A. Bryan is instructed to notify the County Solicitor

States Attorney to take such action on behalf of the T

tees as will stop such trespass, and th Secretary of

Trustees is hereby instructed to forward a coy o



esolution to Mr. Reed A. Bryan, Agent for the Trustees,
at Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.

The Trustees then adjourned.

W McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 27.1908.

Trustees met in Executive Office.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W.. Knott, Sate Treasurer.

. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

After reading the affidavits of J. A. McFail, F. M. Ad-
Sand B. F. Lewis, as to the character of lots numbered
5 and 6 of Se. 25, T. 4 S, R 3 E, embracing 315.30

wich statements set forth that these lands are
lands and subject to overflow, with the exception

f ot 15 acres which is the only land in the tract cul-
table, and the further statement that Mr. B. F. Lewis

tthis land at a tax sale about 15 years ago and has
taxes on it ever since, thinking he had secured a
title. The Trustee agreed to sell said land to Mr.

Lewis at 50 cents peracre.

STrustees the adjourned.

Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, J., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.



Talahassee, la., Sept 3340., 190

The Trustees met in Executive Ofice.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture

Governor Broward presented letters and maps from
John W. Newman, Civil Engineer, requesting to be au-
thorized by the Trustees and recommending that
he reached opposite the high lands of ine Island
authorized to make a wood yard on the banks of
canal in rocking or building a road across the mud to
Pine Island from the said wood yard, between Lot
Tier 12, and Lot 1, ier 1 on the Norh Canal, as
Newman's survey No. 1, and tht Goveror roward be
requested to carr these instructions to Jon W. N
ma by letter and instruct that rights of way on later
anals to high lands on Pine Island be made same idth

as rights of of way on main canals.

The following resolution was adopted.

Resolved. That the map of a part of Township 5
41 E, made by John W. NewmanCivil E

adopted by the Trustees this da s hereby
oicial nap of that portion of the lands embraced in
said township and which is ordered placed in the custody
of the Commissioner of Agriculture of the land records
of the State of Florida. The Comiissioner of Agric
ture is requested and authorized to have made a copy
of the said map and to procure the proper aterials in
making the nap to be properly potographed or repro-
duced that we may have as many reprodtions made
therefrom in print as may be deemed necessary bythe
Trustees and it is further requested and authorize that
a copy of said map be filed in the ofce of the Circuit
Court of Dade County.



were ordered spread upon the minutes:

"Dredge Everglades, Sept. 26, 1908.

ustees L I. Fund of Flcovrida,
Tallahassee, Fla.

Gentlemen: Today, by express, I send you map of
State canals and subdivisions, addressed to Gov. N. B.

This ap is from actual survey and the noticeable
b in the eastern boundary and irregularity in areas
of sections are due to errors in original government work.

call your attention to the two branch canals to Pine
Island. This is endorsed by Governor Broward. They

will prevent any overflow of land ,between canals by
water from the west.

The Everglades will ,arrive at Pine Island. Nov. 15th.
Time of arrival of Okeechobee is uncertain, as she is

yet clearing out the South Canal.

Respectfully,

JOHN W. NEWMAN."

"Dredge Everglades, Sept. 26, 1908.

Di'ear Gov. Broward:

You intimated when here that you would come again
soon. About Nov. 15th I expect to be at the high land,
north end of Pine Island. That would be a good time
for you to come.

I want you to authorize me to make timber sluices on
concrete base at some of the low places on north side of
cana. If we continue to stop up all openings on north
side we will have too much water flowing down on north
side out of the canal.

By my plan I will prevent wash of sand into canal and
in water enough in three or four miles to make canal

This is worth your attention. * _.',·



rapidly.Secretary.SRallahas pect l,

The Trustees met in adjoxecutie Office.

AtPresent:

B. E. McLin, Co issioer of griculture.

"Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 16, 1908.

To the Trustees of the Interxcuv FunO o

State of Florida, Tallahassee, Florida.. -GPresentlemen: More than a year ago I submit

osition th Brordugh the Governor to drain the Everglades

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

. e e et. (75) of the ands held by

Trustees. This proposition f as declineot for e f

Since that time I have made two more pr i

one for seventy per cent and anothere fora sd u the

minutes as follows:

"Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 16, 1908.

To the Trustees of the Internal Improement Fund of the
State of Florida, Tallahassee, Flcrida.

Gentlemen: More than a year ago I submitted a prop-
osition through the Governor to drain the Everglades for

centyfive per l nt. (7 ) of the lands held by the
Trustees. This proposition was declined by the Gov-
ernor.

Since that time I have made two more propositions,
one for seventy per cent. and another for sixty-five per
cent. of the lands held by the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund. Neither of these was accepted.

From a careful investigation of all the data and i
formation obtainable upon this subject and aer ree



iterviews with parties associated with me, and with
engineers have information upon this subject, I am

convi d tt the area known as the Everglades cannot
sfully drained for less than sixty per cent. of the

asin that area held by the Trustees of the Internal
provement Fund, which I am informed amounts to
proximatey two million acres, therefore, I hereby pro-

and agree with you, as Trustees of the Internal
provement Fund of the State of Florida, as follows,

to wit:
I, upon my part, will undertake at some time previous

to November 15, 1908, to enter into a more extended and
formal contract with you as Trustees, either in my own
name or in the name of a corporation which I shall or-
ganize, and give security in the sum of not less than one
hundred thousand dollars, said security to be good and
sufficient and adequate security for the enforcement of
my contract.

And I, upon my part, will undertake to finish and
complete a drainage canal or canals for the purpose of
reclaiming the lands in the Southern part of the State
of Florida, more particularly known as "The Ever-
glades," in accordance with the plans and specifications
heretofore discussed and outlined and made by the En-
gineers of the said Trustees, comprising a canal or canals
for said drainage purpose, aggregating somewhere about
one hundred and fifty miles long (150 miles).

I, upon my part, will undertake to begin the work of
the digging of said canals within a reasonable time, not
later than April 1st, 1909, and prosecute said work w:th
due energy and diligence and complete the same within
ten years from that date, subsequently, in accordance
with plans and specifications heretofore referred to, pro-
vided that you, as said Trustee of the said Improvement
Fund, for and in behalf of that Fund, will enter into a
formal and more extended agreement with me and my
assigns t convey to me and my assigns, by good and suf-

ient conveyance xty per cent. of all lands so re



clainied by said drainage canal and improvemend now
owned and controlled by the State of Florida and said
Trustees of said Fund, and sixty per ce o all revenue
derived from the drainage tax imposed and collected by

the n ate of lor orthedaorsa Board Tr fo
owners of l ands effected and benefitted , sil

Saa and improvements now owned an onto

ing hou or institution deeds· of ccmeyat ee,
sixt pr cent. of this lanit so reclaimied, hel•

Sbthe State of Florida, and said Trustees of saed fun

standing and agement that I, or we, my. witd i'M

Said lands are mhre definitely and specfically decried
and outlineon ofthe maps heret. ( ) of ore e btol
enai rinar of the Trustees of said Fund and provid
ftndher that vo ase psaid Trustees, withll covenant
agrea to deposit in eirowed w th some resd pnasile bnk-

Thise or ition, ihen deeds of converance, conveyng
csixt er cent. of this land so reclaimed. held asid
ownstes of the si and unti said Tr5tees with the under
standing and upo agree nt that s or we, may withd acw

t, and upion sh far f tnishin a ands so described after
othe said Trueion of 5 per cent. (thousnd dolar, theo

said drainage anal. The proportionate share o said

lands which we are permitted to withdraw to be in the

area fft ate an timproved by the said canal so com-

pleted.
This proposition, when accepted by your Board, to be

considered binding and obligatory upon you as said
Trustees of said Fund until said 15th day of November,
1908, and upon your signifying your willingness to ac-
cept. and] upon our furnishing a good and sufficient bond
to the said Trustees of one hundred thousand dollars, the
said Trustees of the said Tnterial Improvement Fund to
agree that at any time before the date that they, as said
Trusees, will enter into a formal and more extended con-
tract in accordance with he terms of this proposition.

CHAS. H. SCOTT.

It was ordered that the foregoing proposition be re-
ferred to Hon. W. S. :Jennings, General Counsel, fo e-
amination and report.

The matter of the claim of the United and Company



Jacksonville, Fla., September 10, 1908

Hon. N. B. Broward, Chairman.

Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, State of
Florida, Tallahassee, Florida.

Dear Sir:

As attorneys for the United Land Company in the
atter of its claim against the Trustees of the Inte
al Improvement Fund involving the right of the said

cotpany to have conveyed to it by the Trustees, as suc-
cessor of the rights of Hamilton Disston and associates,
and the Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee
Land Company, lands in the Everglades amounting to
47,754.02 acres; we make your Board a proposition, by

way of compromise, to accept one-fourth of the amount of
land claimed by the said company and for which suit is
now pending in the Circuit Court for Dade County,
Florida, upon condition that the company be permitted to
Seleet out of the lands in the drainage area reserved to
it as shown by the minutes of your Board, the lands to be
accepted by it in settlement; and upon the further condi-
tion that the Trustees will relieve the company from
liability for any drainage tax for the current year or prior
years.

You may remember that about a month ago we dis-
cussed with the Board the question of compromise settle-
ment, but at that time we were not authorized by the
United Land Company to accept in settlement such a small
proportion of heir claim. Since that time we have been au-
thorized by the company to accept in full of all claims
against the Trustees, 86,938 acres, which is one-fourtlh of
their claim.

Sthe event the Trstees accept this proposition, we re-
uest we be allowed a reasonable time of about

in whh to the selection. Of course,



The following accousettlement is mawere without prejudice to the

rights of the ompany in the event it is not accepted.

Yours very tuly,
P. A. Vans Agnew.

. P. Bryan, agent, expense account in re

The proposition on behalf of the United Lad Compa......... 314.9
was referred to the General Counsel for examinatind. .
report.

The following accounts were presented and ordered
paid:
Remington Typewriter Company, one typewriter

and attachment for salesman's office.......... 108.00

Reed A. Bryan, agent, expense account in re-
drainage forri month of August, 1908....... 314.9

Stranahan & Co., supplies for dredges.......... 561.22
Jas. W. Johnson, meat for use on dredges......... 26.50
J. S. A ndress, Jr., repairs pump, forge, etc.... 12.

ainhart & Potter, lumber for use on d dges.. ... 45.45..

The H. & W. B. Drew Co., typewriter for use of
Secretary .................................... 67.25

Capital Publishing Company, binding records for
land office ...................... ......... 29.50

The Fla. East Coast Railway Company, charges on
freight transported during month of August.
1908 ............... ... .................. 37.64

W. A. McBride, services in assisting State select-
ing agent ..................... ............. 21.95

Featherstone Foundry & Machine Co., extras, re-
pairs, labor, etc., on dredges................ .2,184.98

N. B. Broward, expenses of trip to Ft. Lauderdale
to inspect drainage.......................... 53.60

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest::

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD

Secretary. Governor.
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Talahassee, Fla., Oct. 2, 1908.
Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following accounts were presented and ordered

I• :. N. Withers, services and expenses for Septem-
ber, 1908, as State Selecting Agent ......... .134.22

W. S. Jennings, expense account in representing
Trustees ....................... ........... 371.95

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Oct. 6, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner.

The account of Clive Merchant, for use of yawl Ane-
mone, in re drainage, was approved and ordered paid in
the sum of 1,326.70.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. *B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.



Tallahassee, Fla., Oct. 7, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward. Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. ,McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The Trustees having erroneously conveyed to Nei
Wade in Deed No. 15766, the Sej of Nw4 and Ne of
See. 7, T 8 S, R. 9 E and the Southern Timber & Nav
Stores Company holding said tract through onvey
by said Wade having re-conveyed said land to the Ts-
tees and requested said Trustees to convey to said com
pany the Eel of Ne and Ne4 of Se, Sec. 7, T 8 S, R. 9 E,
in lieu of the land reconveyed, the Commissioner of Agri-
culture was directed to issue deed to said Southern Tim-
ber & Naval Stores Co., embracing Set of Nei and Nei of
Sel Sec. 7, T 8 S, R 9 E.

The account of the First National Bank of Tallahassee
for Reed A. Bryan, agent, pay-rolls in redranage for the
month of September, 1908, as follows: Everglades
$839.68, Okeechobee $696.16, miscellaneous $884.25, mak-
ing a total of $2420.09, was approved and ordered paid.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

W. M. MeINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Oct. 12, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

isIM "....E·;·; r ·;·"



on the p roposition of settlement proposed.at the meeting

of land referred to in the suit of the United Land Company

Ii on suMmi nehralf of <SA -eUid |lan ii

. t Inrnl provement Fund, pending in the Circuit
Court of the State of Florida in and for Dade County. The

General Counsel being present and participating in the
meeting of the rustees during the further consideration

Si proposition, the United Land Company being rpre-
sened by N. P. Bryan and P. A. Vans Agnew, its attor-

neys. After consideration thereof. it was
esolved, That he opiion of the General Counsel on

the proposition submitted on behalf of the United Land
Company, for settleent of its claim aggregating 347,-
753.2 acres referred to, be spread upon the minutes, as
follows:

"Tallahassee, October 12, 1908.
Subject: Opinion of General Counsel-Proposition of

setlement off suit, United Land Company vs. Trustees I. I.

Tallahassee, Florida
Gentlemen:

Referring to the settlement of the claim of the United
Land Company involved in its claim against the Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund, instituted by bill in
chancery to compel the Trustees to deed to said company
as the succesor of the Disston Land Company and the At-
lantic and Gulf Coast and Okeechobee Land Company, said
claim aggregating 347,900 acres, the subject of considera-
tion at your meeting held in Tallahassee on the 2nd day of
October, 1908, at which time the United Land Company
was represented by its counsel, Ion. N. P. Bryan and Hon.
P. A. Vans Agnew.

The status of the pleadings and the progress of the suit
having been reported on at said meeting by me, as your

counsel, and after some discussion of the general proposi-
tion and the advisability of considering a compromise of



have re-examined my former opinions relating to this
claim, its legal status, which have heretofore been ex-
aminied and reported in a somewhat comprehensive and
general manner, all of which opinions are among your files
and are easily accessible for use in further consi
of this proposition. My re-examination of the w
jet matter, including the legal status, rights
claimants and matters therein referred to, have not
changed my expressed views on the various points ds
cussed, and the conclusion as therein stated appears to
to be fully justified by the facts and surrounding cirum
stances and the legal points sustained by he decisio o
the highest courts, which conclusions may be briefly stated
to be in substance and effect:

First: That the contract between Mr. Disston and hi,
associates and the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida, which contemplates the
reclamation of all the swamp and overflowed lands owned
by the State or the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund, in the territory defined therein as lying east of Peace
Creek and south of Township 24, containing 9,000,000
acres, with the further provision that the waters of Lake
Okeechobee be permanently lowered, and that the lands in
said territory be made fit for cultivation; and with the
further provision that Mr. Disston and his associates
might transfer their contract to a corporation-to be or-
ganized by themselves.

Second: That under the provisions of said contract Mr.
Disston and his associates by an act of the Legislature
of the State of Florida incorporated themselves into the
Atlantic and Gulf Coast and Okeechobee Land Company
and entered into a written contract with the Trustees to
perform the duties and obligations and conveyances of
the former contract, which conveyances were accepted by
the Trustees in writing and therein the substitution of
the corporation for the former ontracting parties w
completed and recognized and approved by a soluti
of the Trustees.



Third: That this is conclusive of the fact that the re-

Fourth: I find from investigation that o other on
tract or assignment with any person or corporation has

since by the Trustees of the Internal Im-:
. Therefore it is my opinion, as heretofore

'expre , t the United Land Company has not been
d as a party to the contract, neither was its im-

S decessor in title or claim accepted by the Tnrs-
a therefore, it has no contract with the Trustees
o h to justify or sustain its claim as assignee;
Soriginal contract, together with all of its supple-
modificaions and concessions and agreements, is a

tining undertaking and contract, subject to all of the
tures and conditions therein contained, not expressly
ated therefrom by the parties thereto in valid and

legal form.
26 U. S. 243;
27 U. S. 531;
21 U. S. 64;
45 U. S. 265;
21 U. S. 589;
18 U. S. 527;
17 U. S. 768;

Contracts may generally be gathered from papers taken
together as forming parts of transactions, if connected by
reference from one to the other.

Salmon Fals Co. vs. Goddard, 14; Howard, U. 8. 456;
Wallace 17, 106.

My report on the application of the United Land Com-
pany, dated September 1, 1905, for a deed to the lands
claimed by the United Land Company aggregating 347,-
753.02 acres, rendered under date "Jacksonville, Septem-

S5, 1905 to you referred to in a more definite form and
eate gth the contracts, resolutions of the Trus-

nut f te Trustees, concerning deeds, reserva-



to an act ofrks the flg of islature, Chapter 3733of 1887, com-

promi surend, onrats o f Auust t n

Trustees and the Atlantic & Gulf Coast and Okeechobee

Lnd Company, hanged the pament for ana wok fo

laed' in aplternate sections of lands on the b of o

acre to be deeded to the Drainage Company for each 25

cents that the CDrainage Company expended in t r

deedSy reportsj appllca~tionsfo deeds,. resolution,

aed works the filing of lists of lands, modiations
refact, surrender of bonds, accounts of th copnn n

whole proposition, *whielt is referrd'to and made a part

It may not be out of place here to· call attention to the

sented by statements, among theu beingc ohe nited Lande
berCompay claim, 1h appears toember 5 05, e does net ep-
fpear in ap printoved by the Trustees, Vol. 4, p. 21. C

Eefering more particularly to the sgtats of the litg:tigton

f thyances by the Company to the Trustees, December 1
1893, Improvef 68,82177 acres; selection by the Company

1,200,000 on May 9, 1894; and among other references to
deeds, reports, applications for deeds, resolutions, minutes

and other notices and communications therein sand fted d
untreferred to, together with my views and opinion on the

on this subject, under date of May 4, 1907.

PRESENT PROPOSITION FOBR SEfl EN .

whole proposit aion which is referred to and made a part

thereof.
It may not be out of place here to call attention to the

fact that this opinion on the subject of the United Land
Compavy's claim, dated September 5, 1905, does not ap-

pear in the printed minutes of the Trustees.

Tclaim ferrin mre p ATION.

Refering more particularly to the status of the litigation
of the United Land Company vs. Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund, in the Circuit Court of the 7th Ju-
dicial Circuit of the State of Florida in and for Dade
County, and referring to and adopting my former opinion
on this subject. under date of May 4, 1907.

PRESENT PROPOSITION FOR SETTLEMENT.

These views and opinions referred to may serve to con-
vey to you iny present opinion of the legal status of this
claim. Referring more particularly to the question of the

~,;rJ4



settling of this claim and suit, I beg to advise that as a gen-•
eral proposition, it is advisable to settle such claims and

sits as nted byhe nited d Company, and t
remove such claims and appearances of cloud upon the

St l especially of such rge domain as thi
claim covers, that is if the same can be done within the

asonable consideration of the trust and duties devolving
upon you in the management of the Internal Improvement

Fund, and within the outlay, in lands or money, not ex-
ceeing in value the contemplated cost of litigation, cover-

ingasthis promises to do, a period of protracted litigation
t least four or five years. Upon such a basis and

ltuation I would recommend a settlement of said claim
and suit. Yours very truly,

W. S. JENNINGS,
General Counsel.

Resolved, 1st, That action on the proposition for settle-
ment, as presented by the United Land Company as afore-
said, be deferred for further consideration.

Resolved, 2nd, That the application in writing presented
by the United Land Company, August 1st, 1905, for deeds
to 347,7S3.02 acres of land therein described be spread
upon the minutes of the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund as follows:

"Hon. N. B. Browavrd,

charman of Trustees of Internal Improvement Fund,
Taflahassee, Florida.

Sir:
As attorney for the United Land Company, a corpora-

ion created, organiedand existing under the laws of the
State of Florida, hereinbelow is presented to you as the

hairman of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund, the petition, request and demand of the said The

nite Land Companyfor a deed to it from the Trustees
fthe Internal Improvement Fund of 347,753.02 acres of

land in the State of Florida.



William D. Bloxham Governor and others as Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida,
undIer;he terms of which agreeme'nt sad Disston and his
associates agreed to reclaim by drainage the e
lands of the State of Florida, practicable to be
which lay south of Township twenty-three (23) and east
of Peace Creek in the State of Florida, of the land
ing to the State of Florida or to the Trustees of
ternal Improvement Fund, which were then sub
overflow by Lake Okeechobee, the Kissimmee i i
branches and the lakes contiguous to said river, who
waters overflow into said river ad lake and into th
Caloosahatchee River, or other outlets, by cuts and canals;
such lands as had been patented to the State of Florida
as also those to be patented, were included in such agree-
ment for drainage and reclamation, said lands to be ren-
dered fit for cultivation by permanently lowering and
keeping reduced the waters of said lakes and rivers. The
said work was to be undertaken as in said agreement set
forth, which is hereto attached, made a part hereof and
marked Exhibit "A."

(See minutes of Trustees Vol. II, page 463)

On the 11th day of March, A. D. 1881, said contract was
so modified as that the northern limit of said drainage
area was reduced from Township twenty-three (23) to
Township twenty-four (24) and Disston and his associates
authorized to negotiate a transfer of their rights in said
contract to a corporation, a copy of which modified con-
tract is attached to said Exhibit "A."

(See Minutes Vol. II, page 471.)

On June 13th, A. D. 1881, and on March 16th, A. D.
1882, the original contract was further modified, as ap-
pears of record among the minutes of the Trustees
the Internal Improvement Fund, in that it was
that in the division of the lands earned by Dissto a

his associates, the odd numbered sections should be
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ed to Disston and his associates and the even nu-mbered
sections should be retained by the Trustees, reference being
breby specifically had to the minutes of said Trustees of

(See minute Vol. II, page 03, andVol III, pa 126,)

On th t day of September, A. D. 1881, another agree-
ment was entered into between the said parties, reciting
that Hamilton Disston and his asociates had as-
themselves as a corporation under chaptr 3343,

L s of Florida, under the title of the Atlantic and Gulf
t Canal and Okeechobe Land Company for the pur-

pf executing said original contract. Said agreement
rthe reciting the assignment of Disston and his asso-
te of their interests in the original contract to the

s corporaion under the terms of which agreement the
tees agreed to accept said corporation in lieu of said

isston and his associates, as appears by copy of said
geement ereto attached and marked Exhibit "B" and

mad4e apart thereof.

(See minutes Vol. III, page 4.)

On October 30th, 1882, the western boundary of the
keechobee drainage district was defined by resolution of

the Board as follows: Commencing on Township line be-
tween twenty-fve (25) and twenty-six (26) down the
range line between twenty-seven (27) and twenty-eight
(28) toline between township twentynine (29) and thirty
(30), thence west along said line to line between ranges
twent-six (26) and twenty-seven (27) thence south on
si range line to the line between Township thirty-two
and thirty-three (32 and 33) thence east to range line be-
tween ranges teny-seven (27) and twenty-eight (28),
thence th on aid range line to Township line between
Townipthirty-five (5) and thirty-six (36), thence west

nsaid line to range line between tweny-six (26) and
twenty-seven (),thence south to Township line between

S forty-one (41), thence west on said line to
range line between ranges twenty•five (25) and twenty-six

,(2 tn sai line to Township line between



line beween Township forty-five (45) and forty-six (0),
thence east along said township line to range linebetween
ranges twenty-six (26) and twenty-seven (
south Qn said range line tothe waters of te l
Mexico.

(See minutes of Trustees Vol. 11, page 180.)

On May 19th, 1883, the eastern boundary of the Okee-
chobee Drainage District was defined by resolution of the
Board as follows:

Whereas, After the making of the contract of Februa
26th, 1881, between Hamilton Disston and other parties
of the first part, and this Board, and after the substituton
of the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Lan

Company as parties thereto in the place of said Disston
and others, it was discovered that there are lands within
the limits of the Drainage District lying east of the Kis-
simmee River and north and northeasterly ofLake Okee-
chobee, which are rendered unfit for cultivation by means

of rainfall, instead of by the overflow of the said Lake
Okeechobee and the lakes contiguous to said Kissimmee
River, and whereas it was declared and understood that
such lands should be considered' and held to be within

the purview of said contract, therefore it is

Resolved, That said lands so rendered unfit for aultiva-

tion by rainfall are declaredi to be within the terms and

provisions of said Drainage District contract.

Resolved. That the following is eclared to be
boundary of said drainage district, to wit:

Beginning at a point where the wnsp li betw

townhips twenty-four and t t-ive tersectste e
linie between ranges thiirty-two and thirty-three, thence

south on said range line to wereit is ntee d y
township line between to sips tweyi
even, thenceeast ongaid rage li the township line
Nween townships twenty-seven and twenty-eiht, thence



east along said township line to the range line b"twtw|n

range line to the township inetween twnhips twenty
eight and twenty-nine, thence east along said township

line to the range line between ranges tbirty-five and thirty-

raen r s *thirty-eght and 'thiy-nine,

six, thence south along said range line to the township
line btween townships thirty and thirty-one, thence east

gid township line to the drang line between rnges
i•n and thirt-igt, thee south ione said ran ge he

line hne e toto the townshipange line between townships thirty-two
and thirty-thrty-ee, thence eaforst alhence said township line to
t range line leteen ranges thirty-eight and hirtynine, n ln
thence south along said range line to the township line

tween wnships thirty-four and thirty ive, thence east
:alg said township line to tw dividinp line betwn se-

ions three and four of township i hirt-five of range thi rty-
ninf, thence south along said line to the south boundary
of said townshipi thence east to the range line and foutween

rangs thirty-nine and forty, thence south to the ownship
. ine etween thirty-eight and thirty-nine, thenc east long
said ownship line to the range line between ranges forty
nd forty-oe, thence soth alg ra line i to the

:townhip line between towtships forty and forty-one,
thence east along said township line to the range line be-
tween ranges forty-one and forty-two, thence south along
said line to the township line between townships forty-
seven and forty-eight, thence west along said township
lie t theividing line btween secions three and four
Stownship forty-eight, of range forty-one, thence south

on a linedividing equally townships forty-eight, forty-nine,
fifty, fifty-one, fifty-two and fifty-three of range forty-one,
and from the point where said line intersects the sounth
bounda r. of township fiftythree of range forty-one, west
.along said township line to the dividing line btween sec-
tions two and three of township fifty-four of range forty,

nce uth to the south undary of aid township,
hence wes along said towhip line to the range line
between ranges thirty-nine and fort, thenee south on said

rangelinetowhere is inrseted the line between
setions one and twelve of townshi fifty-five, range thirty-



section line to the southeast corner or section fourteen
thence west along the section line to the western boundary
of township fifty-five, range thirty-nine, thence south to
the southeast corner of section thirteen of townghip fifty-
six, range thirty-eight, thence west along the dividing line
between sections thirteen and twenty-four in township
fifty-six, range thirty-eight, to the northwest
section twenty-one of said township, thence south to
south boundary of township fifty-seven, range thirty-e
thence east along said township line t Biscayne Bay.

(See minutes of Trustees Vol. III, page 288 et seq.)

In strict accordance with the terms of said contract be-
fore referred to, the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and
Okeechobee Land Company entered upon considerable
work outlined in the contract and proceeded to a full per-
formance of the same. Its operations were so successful
and satisfactory to the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund that during the years 1883 and 1884 the said
Trustees conveyed to the said The Atlantic and Gulf Coast
Canal and Okeechobee Land Company, under the said
contract and within the limits of said drainage area, a
total of 1,174,943.16 acres. Of this acreage of lands 207,-
614.58 acres were conveyed in one deed numbered 12869;
900,305 in one deed numbered 12,933 and 25,593.09 acrs
in one deed numbered 12,955. The balance of said acreage
was conveyed in a number of deeds in small tracts made
to various parties direct by the Trustees at the request
of the said company.

(See minutes of Trustees Vol. III, page 515.)

Notwithstanding, however, the success of the drainage
operations undertaken by the said drainage company and
notwithstanding the faithful performance of the said
drainage contract, certain complaints arose and criticisms
were uttered against the said drainage company, which at-
tracted the notice of the legislature o said State and
caused a certain amount of friction between the Com



and he Trustees of the t~Internal Improvement Fund, the
situation culminating in the passage of Chapter 3788 of

the Laws of Florida by the Legislature of 1887 under the
p i of hich the said Trustees were authorized to

a a a adjustment of the differences in the con-
veying of lands and to make a settlement of the differences

h had arisen and further empowering the said Trus-
s ke or arrange a compromise in reference thereto

it deem best to secure and protect the interests
of the State and the Internal Improvemen Fund, as well

prompt and vigorous prosecution of the work of
drainage and reclamation.

Pursuant to the provisions of said act, a compromise
Seffected by the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and

obee Land Company and the Trustees on the 1st
y of August, A. D. 1888, a certain contract was entered
Sbetween the Trustees and said Company, citing the

pvisions of the act and the fact that a compromise had
n effected and reciting further that this contract then
ered into took the place of any and all contracts hereto-
e made between the Trustees and said Company. Under

he terms of this contract it was agreed that the drainage
reerve of said Company should be reduced so as to secure
o said Company a total acreage of 2,000,000 acres, in-
luding lands theretofore conveyed the said Company to
e selected by the said Company in a body as near as
iight be of alternate sections within the reserve hereto-
ore hed for said Company, under the contract with the

Trutees suc selections were to be filed by the drainage
opany with the Trustees within ninety days (subse-

ently extended, see Minutes Vol. III, page 517) after
e execution of the contract, the Trustees agreeing to hold

andsso selected in reserve for the drainage company for
the purposes and according to the terms of the contract
then entered into. It was further agreed that the drainage

compan would release to the Trustees all the lands there-
held in reserve for it which other lands were es-
timated at 4,000,000 acres, the said release to take effect
n ection of and or the reduced reserve

was filed with the Trustees by the Drainage Company



release by the Trustees of all claims upon the lands there-
tofore conveyed tohe baance Drwiinage Company that the said
The Atlantis & Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land
howevermpany thatouit expend in the work of drainage and re-
clamation the sum of $125,000.00 less the sum of $55,000.00
ieand expended by it upon such wo and

cuponetion of such expendi the Trustees s d

the release a fforesaid; i a ed

euor it the such release to the Dainage Coumpay and that suc
expeunditure would be made at the rate of $40,000 the first

er and the balance within two years after date, proi
however that it should be optional with the Copany to

hgive hnd conditioned upon such expenditure and ta
uponv the giving of suc h nd he Trustees wod eecut
the release anforesaid; it ws further agree d tht ineane
drainage ad reclamation of the lands to be left in reserve

for it the ompan should expend the sam of $206 264 in
such a manner as that there would not be expended less
than o 0,000 in each year when taken in connection witb
the expenditure above mentioned. n consideration of
which expenditure it was agreed that the Trustees would
convey to the said Company so much of the lannk to be
selected and reserved as aoresaid, as would beearned by
the Company at the rate of one aret of lad for each 25
cents of expenditure. subject to a forfeiture clause and to

said coditions herein more fully setforth. t was es
timated that, all toldthe Drinage Compy would secure
a total of 2000000 es of land and that the expeditur
should in the of economy and ba fides e subject
to verification by and approval of ain engineer to be ap-
pointed by the Trustees.

A copy of said contract is hereto attached, marked Ex-
hibit C" and nade a part hereof for fuller and more
complete determination of the terms thereof.

(S ee Minutes Vol. Il. Page 501.)

In accordance with the terns of said contract the drain-
age company filed with the Trustees on the 1st day or De-
cember, A. D. 1888 its list of the odd numbered alternate
sections within its drainge reserve as selected by i co-



prising an estimated approximate acreage of 1,198,43
f wch said list is hereto atitched marlke

Exhibit "D," and made a part hereof.

(See Minutes Vol. III., Page 520.)

On the st day of May, A. D. 1889, the Trustees upon
equest of the drainage company by resolution of said
date modified the contract marked Exhibit "C" in the fol-

l particular: That by reason of the drainage work
hving been retarded by the yellow fever epidemic preva
lent in the State of Florida, the company should be al

lowed to spend in the second year an additional amouzit
eual to the deficiency that might be found unexpended
i the first year and further that th e company e author
ieed to expend xnot exceeding $25,000 of the contract ex-
penditure in the cutting of a canal from Township Twen.

tyor, south of Range Thirty east, to drain in a north-
erly and easterly direction into the St. Johns River for
the purpose of relieving the lands in the vicinitc of
Kissimmnee and Lake Tohopekaliga of the waters that
drain south from said nortlern tier of townships.

(See Minutes Vol. IV., Page 26.)

On the 18th day of May, A. D. 1889, the said drainage
company executed and delivered and the said Trustees ac.
cepted the bond of the said company with two good and
ufficient sureties in the sum of $125,000, conditioned ac-

cording to the terms of said contract marked Exhibit
"C," said bond being the bond referred to therein. On
said date the Trusteesmade, executed and delivered unto
the said company a certain deed of conveyance confirming
all conveyances by the Trustees to the said drainage com-
pany of lands theretofore granted to the company under
the three deds above mentioned and numbered re-
spectively 12869, 12955 and o2933 the said deed of con-
liation rbeing the release ferred to in said contract

marked Exhibit "C."

(See Minutes Vol. IV., Paes 30 and 32.)



On the 31st day of December, A. D. 1893, the said
drainage company had fully and faithfully performed
each and all of the several condi oft
executed August 1st, 1888 marked xhibit s
modified by the resolution subsequently pa
part to be performed, having economically and in good
faith expended in course of work within the i
area the entire sum specified in the said contra
moreover had expended in the prosecution of its i
work the sum of 27,154.58 in excess f the require
of said contract having been led to believe on various o
casions by the said Trustees that they would at a proper
time extend the said contract on similar terms and ha
ing further been led to believe that for each 25 cents of
such sums expended in excess of the contract the Trus-
tees would convey to it an acre of additional land em-
braced within the drainage area. And on said date the
drainage company submitted to the Trustees a statement
of its expenditures on account of the said drainage con-
tract showing the total expense of $233,210.53, a copy of
which account is hereto attached marked Exhibit "E"
and made a part of this bill. It will be seen that of the

said sum of $233,210.53, only the sum of $206,056.00 was
the total sum required under the contract to be expended
and the remainder, amounting to $27,154.58, was a sun so
spent in excess of the required amount as above stated

On the 10th day of January, A. D. 1894, the said ac-
counts of expenditure having been first duly examined in
the matter of economy and bona-fides and verified and av-
proved by the Trustees as appears of record in the follow-
ing resolution adopted by the said Board, "Resolved that
the accounts submitted by the Atlantic and Gulf Coast
Canal and Okeechobee Land Company to December 3st
1893, be, and the same are hereby approved, and that the
company having complied with their contract that 825.056
acres of land be conveyed to said company of its
tions, the State having received United States patets
the same," the said drainae comany becae entitled



theretofore been conveyed to it of the 2,000,000 acres
guaranteed to it under the terms of the said drainage con-

(See Minutes Vol. IV., Page 261.)

be said, however, that on the 13th day of
December, A. 1893, the Drainage Company, at the re-

Trustees, made, executed and delivered to the
a deed embracing 68,821.77 acres of land situate

Count within the limits of the drainage area and
on the 29th day of March, 1894, the Trustees, in con-
tion of the said conveyance, passed a resolution re-
said deed in full and authorizing the said company

toselect a similar acreage of lands then patented and
hereafter to be patented to the State, lying and being

hin the drainage district and agreeing that when said
ds should be selected and so patented, that the sales-

would prepare deeds to the said company of the said
lands to be conveyed to the said company by the Trustees.

(See Minutes Vol. IV., Page 269.)

Oni the 9th day of May, A. D. 1894, the Trustees by reo-
ution notified the Drainage Company to select from the

1,200,000 acres reserved for said company the lands to
which it was entitled at the earliest practicable period
and further requiring the company to notify the Board
within 30 days of 100,000 acres of land which it had pre-
viously been agreed the Drainage Company should re-
lease from its reserve.

(See Minutes Vol. IV., Page 274.)

On the 8th day of June, A. D. 1894, in accordance with
aid resoluion the said Drainage Company filed with the
rustees its list of the lands to be released by it accord-

ing to agreement amounting to 35,200 acres of land, which
added to the acreage embraced in the deed covering the
68,821.77 ares of land in Lee County, as shown by deed
executed on the 13th day of December, 1893, as aforesaid,



the same day the Drainage Company filed with the Trus-
tees under said drainage contract of August 31st, 1888,
and in accordance with the resolutions of May 9th, 1894,
its list of lands embraced within the drainage area held
in reserve in said tract for it and then selected by it, a
copy of which said list is hereto attached marked Exhibit
"F" and made a part hereof. (See Minutes V
page 283.) This list shows a total of 1,027,215 acres still
held in reserve for said Drainage Company under the
contract as made on August Ist, 1888 and as modifed as
hereinbefore set forth.

On the 26th day of February, 1885, the said Trustees
agreed by resolution as appears of record among their
minutes (see Minutes Vol IV., page 306), t convey
the said company all the patented lands in it reserve to
which it was entitled under the drainage contract and
provide that the said company might release any portiom
of the patented lands to which the said Drainage Coin
pany was entitled and, in lieu thereof receive lands from
the unpatented lands in its territory when the patenta
should be issued therefor, the said Trustees further agre''
ing that the conveyance should be made by them to the
Drainage Company on the 15th day of March. 1895, or as
soon thereafter as the deeds could be prepared, and that
the deeds should embrace the patented lands in the com-
pany's possession to which it was entitled or s much
thereof as had not been previously released to te Trus
tees by the Drainage Company.

On the 21st day of March, 1895, in accordance with the
last above mentioned resolution, the Trustees, at the ret

quest of the Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee
Land Company made and executed on account of the
Disston Land Company under the terms ot said drinage
contract, five deeds containing a total acreage of 541,
794.03 acres, the said deeds being numbered as follows
1,;030, 15,01. 15503, 15033 and 5034. These lands



respectively in D oto, Lee, Osceola and Brevard Counties,in the boundaries of the drainage rea and

a part of the lands owing to the said Atlantic & ulf
Coast Cal and Okeechobee Land Company and to which

it was entiled under the terms of the drainage c(intraet
ad been approved and accepted by the Trustees of
e I ovement Fund. These five deeds, as will

from an examination of them, contained lengthy
rect ly setting forth the terms of the original con-
Sn the report of the engineer made pursuant here-

o o the Act of the Legislature of 1887, being Chapter
8of the Laws of Florida, as above stated, and of the
age contract marked Exhibit "C," specific and
ia attention of your Excellency and the other Trus-

Sof the Internal Improvement Fund is called to the
ecitals contained in the said deeds in order that it may

shown that time and again the bonafides of the claim
St said Drainage Company was approved and the re-

pot of H.S S. Duval, Chas. H. Hopkins and J. M. Dancy,
aen ts of the Trustees, were approved. The said deeds
wIre delivered to the Disston Land Company upon the
:reqest of the said The Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal and
Okeechobee Land Company on t th day of June, 1898.

After the execution of said five deeds the amount of
~i:nd still remaining in said, drainage area in the tract
aforesaid was 633.550.43 acres, as shown by the list of
lands hereto attached marked Exhibit "G." and made -i
part hereof. This fact is referred to to show your Ex
.cellen and the other Trustees that there is sufficient

nd in said drainage area out of which to deed the bal-
ance due under said contract.

The amount of lands now due under the said contract.
agreements and resolutions as hereinbefore set forth andi
withi the drainage area amounts to 347,758.02 acres, ac-
cording to the former statement of acreage here given, to

Acres.
Total deeded in 1883 and 1884 ....... ... . 1.175,303.16



NLes acres douly conveyed in 1884. ....... 36
Leaving ......... ...... .. ........... 1,1780 150, ' 7

es deeded back to the State in e1894, the saCuntyhe21.77

Now due from Trustees in 1905right title d interet o.........347,753.02

Sum total .. ......... ............. 2,000,000.00

On the 12th day of April, 1894, the said The Atlantic
& Gulf Coast Canal and Okeecbee Land Company by
deed bearing said date, numbered 253, conveyed to the
Dinston Land Company all its right, title and interest of
in and to the lands due or to become due to it unde th
above recited drainage contract.

On the 20th day of April, 14, the Disston Land Com-
pandy mortgaed the said lands to the Columbia Avenue
Savings Fund, Safe Deposit, Title and Trust Company of
Philadelphia.

This mortgage was afterwards foreclosed in the Circuit
Court for the Seventh Judicial Circuit of Florida. in and
for the County of Osceola, in the Chancery side of the
Court and pursuant to a final decree entered in said cause
the lands were conveyed by John M. Lee, as Master in
Chancery, under said foreclosure suit and sold tn Regin-
ald S. Huidekoper. On the 1st day of June, 1901, said
Reginald S. Huidekoper conveyed said lands b
bearing said date to the United Land Company, a corp
tion created, organized and existing under the l



the State of Florida in whose name and as whose at-
torney demand is herein and hereby made for said lands.

te said several conveyances, contracts,
etc., herein set up, the United Land Company is the law-

e right, title and interest of the Atlanie &
Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company of, in

ads still due under the said drainage con-
ttng to, as aforesaid, 347,753.02 acres of land
said The United Land Company is entitled to

th said acreage of land from the 633,550.43 acres
and still held in reserve under said contract within

the its of said drainage area.
t is my understanding that patents to said lands have
Sissued to the State of Florida and are held by the
stees of the Internal Improvement Fund, consisting

yourself, A. C. Croom as Comptroller, W. V. Knott as
urer, W. H. Ellis Attorney General and B. E. McLin

ommissioner of Agriculture of the State of Florida, as
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State
of Florida.

It is inconceivable to me how a plainer, more equitable
r legal right could exist in any one than now exists in

the United Land Company to have the said number of
acres of land to which it is entitled deeded to it and it i1
iot believed that the Trustees of the Inernal Improve-
ment Fund of the State of Florida will refuse to make
deeds therefor to the United Land Company when they

ecome familiar with the rights of the said company in
the premises and as said before, in their name and in their
ehalf and as their attorney demand for said lands is

herein and hereby made.
P. A. VANS AoNEw,

Attorney for the United Land Company.

EXHIBIT "A."

Articles of agreement made and entered into this, the
26th day of bruary, A. D. one thousand eight hundred

one, by an between Hamilton Disston, William



in the State of Pensylvania, William C. Parsons of Arl-zona, Albert S. Linderman of the City of Philadelphia,
aforesaid, and Ingham Coryell of the State of Florida,

athe parties of th e first part; and
eirs, xf Florda, aorge P. aney trney enera

Hugh A. Corley Commissioner of Lands and Immigra-
tions, Walter Gwynn Treasurer and Wm. D. Barnes
Comptroller of said State and ex-officio the Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida.
of the second part witnesseth:

That the parties of the first part, for themselves, their
heirs, executors, administrators jointly and severally
agree, and bind themselves, at their own expen
charge, to drain and reclaim by draining, all overf
lands in the State of Florida practicable and lying sou
of Township Twenty-three and east of Peace Creek,
longing to the State of Florida or said Internal Impro
ment Fund, now subject to overflow by Lake Okeechobee
the Kissimmee River and its branches, and the lakes con-
tiguous to said river or into Lake Okeechobee or into th
Caloosahatchie River or Miami River or other outlets b
cuts and canals, including both those already patented, as
well as those which may hereafter be patented to said
State by the United States, the said lands to be reclaime
and dained and rendered fit for cultivation, by pe
anently lowering and keeping reduced the high wa
level of said river, and by thus lowering the waters
said lake, creating an increased current in said rier, a
by the increased current thus created, causing the bed
said river to cut or wash out; and by these means, and
cutting off bends in said river to further increase the
rent of said river, and permanenly confine the water
of said river within its natural banks, and thereby
fectually and permanently prevent the verfow
banks, it being understood AND AREED THAT THE
DRAINAGE, REDUCTION OR LOWERING OF THE
WATERS OF LAKE OKEECHOBEE may be made by



0 series of canals or cuts from the waters of said lake to
the Caloosahatchie River on the west, and by cuts or

als from said lake eastwardly to the waters of the St.
ie or other available points and also by cuts or canals

to some stream or streams through the Ever-
glades, and also by cuts or canals on the southeast side of
glades to the Miami River, and to any small
heading or rising in the Everglades.

however, that no canals or cuts shall be
dug or constructed, unless the same be necessary

reduce the waters of said Lake Okeechobee, to effect
said object of drainage and permanently reclaiming

Slands. It is expressly understood and agreed that
e work and enterprise of making and constructing suoh
ts and canals and of doing whatever may be proper or

ssary to effect the drainage and reclamation, and
rendering fit or culatvation of said lands, is to be begun,
carried on and continued, and prosecuted under the exper-
ienced civil engineer to be provided, maintained and paid
by the said parties of the first part, and that the said
parties of the first part are to have the right to throw up
embankments, make and construct sluice ways, and dikes
and cuts and canals in, on and through all lands, or any
of said lands of the State of Fund and to use any timber
or earth or stone or other material on said lands, belong-
ing to said State or Fund.

The parties of the first part further agree that they will
within ten days from the execution and delivery of these
presents deposit with B. C. Lewis & Sons, Bankers, at
Tallahassee, the sum of $5,000.00, to be held by them sub-
ject to the joint order of Hamilton Disston, on the part of
the parties of the first part and the Treasurer of the

ard of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund on
part of the second part to be forfeited to the parties

the second part absolutely, if the said parties of the
part shall fail to perform the covenants herein or

any of them, ad that within ninety days from such ex-
an delivery they will commence by suitable and

ginee and will prosecute and finish with-



ing of these articles, the said pa s of te ft pt
put into the actual work of excavation within the limit
of said territory, and maintain at regular work thereon,
a force of men and machinery, a hall nt t a
thereafter be less than equal to the labor of one
men, until the completion of said wrk. The pa
the second part for themselves and their suessori
flce, do agree and bind themselves and their s esrs
the administration of said trust that they will, and i
successors shall pay, give, grant, transfer an deed t
alternate sections of land belonging to the Stae or to
their fund (not including school land), now patented, r
that may be hereafter acquired, within the limit of thi
contract, which may be reclaimed and thus rendered fit for
cultivation, such lands to be conveyed in such quantities
and at such times, as may be justified by the progress of
the work and which is equitable and just to the said
parties hereto-it being mutually agreed that the policy
of the Board of Trustee will at all times be such as not to
pay in excess of the work done and yet to such extent,
and at such times as will facilitate and aid the faithful
performance of the covenants of the parties of the first
part, provided, however, that no lands or compensation
shall be conveyed or payable to said parties of the firs

part until some considerable quantity of lands not less

than two hundred thousand shall have been reclaimed. It

is further agreed by the parties hereto that the associa
tion of F. A. Hendry, acob ummerlin, James Evan
Ziba King, J. J. Blount, M.. Hendry, H. A. Parker

S. G. Thorp, with the parties of the first part as rep
sentatives of such interest in the coenants f these p
ents as may be agreed upon with the said parties of
first part, will be approved of and by the parties of
second part.



It is further understood and agreed that all work shall
be done in a substantial and first-class manner, and that
ime is to be considered as the essence of this contract,

oth as to th making of the deposit of five thousand dol-
arsandfor commencing and completing the survey of

ertainng and determnining the portion of and
a nner said lands can be drained, and for corn-
the actual work of excavation within the limits
rritory with the force of men and machinery.

than equal to the labor of one hundred men. awi
on failure to do either or any of said things, within
S it is stated they are to be commenced, then said

thousand dollars shall become and be the property of
Srustes and this contract shall be otherwise void.

is contrat is not to be construed as applicable to the
l lands in said territory.

In testimony whereof the parties of the first
and second part have hereunto set their hand.
The parties of the second part have attachel
thereto their seal of office at Tallahassee on the

S 31st day of January, A. D. 1881. and of the
first part their seals at the place and dates
hereunder designated, signed in dunlicate.

W. ). BLOXftAM, Governor.
SW. D. BARNES, Comptroller.
WALTER GWYNN, Treasurer.
GEO. P. RANEY, Attorney General.
HUGH A. CORLEY, Commissioner of Lands.

and TrImmigration
HAMILTON DISSTON (Seal).

S INGAM CORYELL (Seal).
ALBERT B. LINDERAAN (Seal).
WHITFIELD H. DRAKE (Seal).
W. C. PARSONS, Per Hamilton Disston. His

Attorney in Fact.
WM. H. WRIGHI', Per Hamilton Disston. His
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tion of the lands overflowed by the waters of Kii
River and its tributaries and Lake Okeechobee, hereto-
fore signed by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund and transmitted for the signatures of Hamilton
Disston and others, has been returned to the Trustees
with certain suggestions and requests for the modification
and amendment of said Articles of Agreement, therefore
be it resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, that the fol-
lowing provisions, modifications and amendments of the
Articles of Agreement heretofore signed by said Trustees
are adopted as part and parcel of said Articles:

I--It is Provided That the contrat is not to be bind
ing upon the parties of the second part until it shall have
been signed by Hamilton Disston and William H. Wright.

2-It is Provided Further, That the words "Twenty-
three," in the first clause of said contract shall be re
and construed as "twenty-four."

3--It Further Agreed, Thatiif the parties of the first
part, or they and such persons as they may associate with
them, shall become incorporated under the laws of thi
State, then the body corporate so incorporated and con
stituted may take the place of the said parties of the first
part, and be entitled to all the rights and powers, and
shall be subject to all the obligations, covenants and con
ditions of this contract.

4-It is Further Understood and Aree, That should
there at any time be a failure upon the part of the parties
of the first part, for the period of sixty days, to prosecute
said work, or, in other words, should said parties of the
first part omit for said period to carry the work
contemplated by this instrument, thenthe said parties
the second part, and their successors, shall also have the
right to terminate and annul the contract, by notice
served upon the parties of the first part, or published In



a newspaper in Tallahassee for the period of thirty days.
Such annulment, however, shall not affect the right of

said parties of the second part to hold and have or retain
said five thousand dollars as forfeited to them.

5-t is Further greed and Understood, That no in-
i of work by high water, storms, breaking of

h epidemics, sickness or disease, or other provi-
interference shall continue, or for and during

as may be reasonably necessary for repairing
ry or during the period for which *any such ac

t may interrupt such work.

It is Further Agreed and Undrstood, That after the
pe netreclamation of two hundred thousand acres of
d, and the approval thereof by the parties of the sec-

od part, or their successors, the said parties of the first
Sshall have the right to withdraw the five thousand

dollars.

-It is Further Understood and Agreed, That the de-
posit of the five thousand dollars may be made with the

~easurer of the State, as such Treasurer, instead of with
B. C. Lewis & Sons.

8-It is Further Understood, That this contract is made
lb the respective parties hereto with full knowledge of
the legislation of the General and State Governments in
eferenes to this Fund, and of the acts, resolutions and

vious contracts of the Board of Trustees of the In-
rnal Improvement Fund in relation to the drainage and

amation of lands by contracts made with any persons
and corporations.

I, Hugh A. Corley, Secretary of the Board of Trustees
Internal Improvemet Fund of the State of Florida

do hereby certify that the freoig is a true copy of a



In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my

Land Office, at the Capitol, i thCityofTal
(Seal) lahassee, State of Florida, on this, the eleventh

day of March,. A. D eighteen hundred a
eighty-one.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary Board Truq-
tees I. I. Fd. of Florida.

I hereby rtify that the above and forego-
ing is a true and correct copy of the original
now in my official custody.

Given under my hand and the official e•l off
the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund of the State of Florida, +his the

(Seal) 29th day of April, A. D. 1902.

(SIGNED) W. M. MeINTOSHL, JR., Secretar
Board of Trustees I. I. Fund of Florida.

EXHIBIT "B."

Whereas, A contract was made between Hamilton Diss-
ton, William H. Wright, Whitfield IH. Drake and Alber
Linderman of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, William 0.
Parsons of Arizona and gham Coryll of Florida, of
the first part and William D. Bloxham, Governor of
Florida, George P. Raney, Attorney General, Hugh A.
Corley, Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, Walter
Gwynn, Treasurer and William D. Barnes, Comptrollr of
said State, ex-offlcio, the Trustees of the Internal m
provement Fund of the State of Florida of the second
part dated February tweity-sixth, eighteen hundred and

eighty one, for the reclamation and drainage of certaiD
lands ithe State of Florida in said contract specified.



And Whereas, By the terms of a certain supplement to
said contract it was provided "that if the parties of the

ty and such persons as they may associate

with them shall become incorporated under the laws of
this State (Florida) then the body corporate, so incor-

Sconstituted may take the place of said parties
t part and be entitled to all the rights and pow-

S d shall be subject to all the obligations, covenants
ndions of this contract."

reas, Since the making of said contract and
isupplement thereto the parties of the first part to
contract and their associates have become incor-

ted under the provisions of an act of the Legislature
the State of Florida and have organized a corporation

under the name of "The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal
and Okeechobee Lpad Company," for the purpose of ex-

uting said contract according to the provisions thereof.

An Whreas, Said Hamilton Disston, Wmi. H. Wright,
Whitfeld H. Drake, Albert S. Linderman, William Q.

arsons and Ingham Coryell have by a certain writing
dated twentieth day of July eighteen hundred and eighty-
one, sold, assigned, transferred and set over to he said
The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land
Company said contract and all their rights. privileges and
franchises under said contract with said Internal Im-
provement Fund Board, and said corporation has ac-
cepted the same and has agreed o execute and perform
said contract subject to the conditions, covenants, limita-
tions and restrictions therein contained.

And W reas, Said Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fundi Board of the State of Florida are willing to ac-
cept said The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeecho-
bee L d Company as the contracting party of the first
p in id cotract above recited in the place and stead of

See e of the first part therein mentioned,
St t by reolutio of said Board passed of the

fifteenth day of uly,eihteen undred and eighty-one,



did order and direct the execution of an agreement by said
Board to that effect.

Now, therefore, know all men by these presents, that
we, William D. Bloxha, Governor of the StateThe of

Florida, George P. Raney, Attorney General, Hugh A.
Corle, Comissioner of Lrsands and Immigration, Walter

Gwynn, Treasurer and William B. Barnes, Comptroller

of said State, ex-oicio, he Trustees of the Intrnal Im-

provement Fund of the State of Florida, as well in consid-

eratiof the premises as of the sum of one dollar to us
in hand paid by The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and

Okeechobee Land Company, the receipt whereof is hereby

acknowledged, and in pursuance of said resolution of saio

Board above recited, do hereby for ourselves our and each
of our successors in said trust covenant and agree with
the said Atlantic an d Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee
Land Company, to accept the said Atlantic and Gulf
Coast and Okeechobee Land Company as party of the first
part to said contract above recited, the same to be ob-
served, performed and kept by said corporation in th
same way and manner and subject to the same conditions,
covenants, restrictions and limitations as are therein con-
tained and prescribed for said Hamilton Disston, William
H. Wright, Whitfleld H. Drake, Albert B. Linderman,
William C. Parsons and Ingham Coryell to observe, per-
form and keep.

And further that said The Atlantic and Gulf Coast
Canal and Okeechobee Land Company shall entitled to
the same rights, benefits, advantages, privileges and
franchises upon performance of said contract by said
company as the parties of the first part therein were, are,
could or should be entitled to had said contract been ex-
ecuted and performed by said parties of the first part
thereto.

And the said, The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and
Okeechobee Land Company for itself and its successors,
in consideration of the premises hereby covenants and
agrees with said the Trustees of the Internal Improve-



went Fund of the State of Florida, and their successors
that it will accept said contract above recited and ob-

serve, perform and keep all and every of the stipulations,
covenants and agreements therein contained and by said

parties of the first part therein mentioned, to be ob-
ormed and kept subject to all the restrictions,
and conditions in said contract set forth.

ss whereof said Trustees of the Internal Im-
t Fund of the State of Florida have hereunto
hands and seals, and said The Atlantic and Gulf

t Canal and Okeechobee Land Company has cateed
on seal to be set hereto, attested by its President.

third day of August, eighteen hundred and eighty-one.
ed and delivered in the presence of
jamin Harris Brewster Sea) W. S. Stokley,

to Signature of W. S. Stokley, Prest President.
Attest:
WM CULBERTSON, Secretary.

W. D. BLOXHAM, Governor (Seal).
GEO. P. RANEY, Attorney General ISeal).
W. D. BARNES, Comptroller (Seal).
HENRY A. 'ENGLE, Treasurer (Seal).
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund.

Signed, sealed and delivered in our pres-
ence by the Trustees I. I. Fund, Sept. 1st,
A. D. 1881.

W. M. McINTOSH,
ORMOND CHAIRES.

I hereby certify that the above and forego-
ing is a true copy of the original now in my of-
fidal custody.

Given under my hand ad the official seal of
the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improve-

Seal) ment Fund of the State of Florida. this, the
29th day of April, A. D. 1902.

(SIGNED) W. M. McINTOSH JR.,
eretay Board of Trustees . Fund of.. .. . -



Tdraineds and Threlaimed, and s Gidu as C
Okspechobially authorized Companyd empownceredning theby

""" oned ct to make any such settlement

contraction or cmpertain lands he premistofore convaey may
Trbestees to secure and c ompany, and reported by a corn sn

a ppointed by the Governor, in pursuance of the of

Fethbrary th, 1885, Chapter 36p , as not having
ti draineda and recl airede, d isaid tees hav
speially authorized and empowered by e said first
ationed At ts willak seue a sh setleendaust, arraneent
contrsat r cpre t te se in fre prmiseng n they may nee

the said Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and 0keechobee

Lst to secnre and pro Pery, Gontereno of the State and
the Fund, as welD. as the promptroller, . Svigorous roer-
tion of itchel r f dainage aner eof Lan on and sImmi
Trustees and . said company, berng desyer of saidng St
a settmet a will se the Iern eentds, adjustof t Florida
enre ms ad preve n thei same from arisin cin s the ftue,
the raid Ateantic and Gulf Coat Cernaft ad Okechfibee

eLnd a pae larnd Ee Apendi , Geovernor of hesad rtte am-
Floridan, W. D. Barnes, Comptroller, E. t . rill, Treasur-

er, C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner of Lands and Immigra-

tion, and herC. a. dpe Ayttorne Geelof said ade a
as Trustee of the Infal Im compromisent und of Floract,
for themselves and their successors, in considerotion of
the premises and the agreements hereinafter specified, as
well as the large expenditures in drainage and reclama-

tion, heretofore made by said company, have made and

entered into the following compromise and contract,

which is to take the place of any and all contracts an
agreements heretofore made between said Trustees and
said company: : E, " o ".

1-The a drainage reserve ttof said eompany shall be -
duced so as to secure to said company t~ta adreage
two million acres inucldin cnd o

two million acres, includig lands heretofore conveye



to said company, to be selected by said company in aid

body, as near as may be, of alternate sections, within

contract with such Trustees, such selection to the filed by

ter the formal execution of this contract; and said Trum-

. Said company releases to said Trustees all
ds heretofore held in reserve for it, which other

are estimated at four million acres, this release to
ta ect as soon as the selection of lands for the re-

reserve has been filed with the said Trusteei by
said c pany as aforesaid.

IAs a compromise and adjustnnt of the differehueb
tween the said company and the State and Trustees as

o lads heretofore conveyed by te Trustees of he in-
rna mprovement Fund to said company, to any per-

son on its account, said company agrees, in consJlerd-
tion of the release of any and all claims of said Trustees
on said heretofore conveyed lands, to be executed as here-
Inafter specified, that said company will expend in drain-
age and reclamation, with the approval of such Trustees,
ai hereinafter provided, the sum of one hundred and
twenty-five thousand dollars, less the sum of moneys ex-
ended by said company in the work of drainage and

rec.lamation since the report of said commission, which
penditure is estimated, up to July 1st, 1888, at fifty-

ive thousand dollars; and said Trustees agree that, in
sideration of such expenditure, the Trustees of the In

rnal Improvement Fund will. when such total expendi-
t is so made, execute such relese to said company;

t les than fort housan. dollars of such expenditure
Sthis accunt to be made by said company in the first

So ele alendar months after the formal execution
of this contract, and the total of said sum to be ex-

S ii w year afte said formal execution
hereof.Provided.howeverthatif the said company shall

4<·~ l~lti~~~~t



dred and twenty-five thousand dollars, which shall then

laim thereupon execute and deliver the said release to said
company. Nothig herein contained is to be n

an acknowledgement by said company that said lan

have not been drained and earned by it, nor, if said com-

pany fails to perfor m this article of this cotat,sl
said Trustees a be deemed to have waived any orght
claim they have ha w d t to said d lands.

III.-Said company further agrees to expend in drain-
age and reclamation of the lands which shall be selected,
and reserved for it as aforesaid, with the approval of said
Trustees as hereinafter provided, the sum of two hun-
dred and six thousand two hundred and sixty-four dol-
lars, which is to be so expended that, with the expenditure
provided for in the second article hereof, there shall be an
expenditure in the prosecution of the work of not less
than forty thousand dollars in each year after the formal
execution of this contract. In consideration of which ex-
penditure, said Trustees agree to convey to said company
as much of said lands, to be selected and reserved as
aforesaid, as shall be earned by said company at the rate
of an acre of land for each twenty-five cents of expendi-
ture, but no land to be considered as earned by expendi-
ture, except upon the full expenditure of each forty
thousand dollars of said two hundred and six thouasnd
two hundred and sixty-four dollars by said company as
aforesaid; and upon the expenditure by said company of
each such forty thousand dollars said Trustees will, a
the request of said company, convey to said company
three-fifths of the lands which would be earned thereby a
the rate of twenty-five cents per acre aforesaid
ing two-fifths thereof, which shall, at the option of said
Trustees be forfeited by said company to said trustees if



said company shall fail to make the total expenditure
agreed upon, as agreed, or shall otherwise fail to observe
and perform this contract. And upon said company ob-

serving and performing this contract in full, without
breach or forfeture, and making the full expenditure of

d and six thousand two hunded and sixty.
in addition to the said expenditure agreed

the second article hereof on account of lands
conveyed by the Trustees to said company,

expenditure on account of lands heretofore so con
Sis to be made before any lands are to be considered

earned on account of the further expenditure provided
by this third article, as herein agreed and specified,

id trustees shall and will convey to said company the
full amount of lands earned by the expenditure of said
wo hundred and six thousand two hundred and sixty-

four dollars at the rate of twenty-five cents per acre as
aforesaid to be selected by said company in a body
near as may be, of alternate sections from the lands then
held in reserve for it, which, is estimated will, with the
land previously conveyed to said company, make a total
of two million acres.

IV.-All the expenditures herein provided for shall be
made subject to the verification by and approval, as to
the economy and bona-fides of the expenditures, of an en-
gineer, to be appointed by the Trustees of said Fund, and
who may at any time, and from time to time, be removed,
and another substituted by them. The compensation of
such engineer in the premises shall be fixed by the Truns
tees of said Fund and be paid, as they shall designate, by
said company, from the moneys agreed to be expended by
said company in said work of drainage as aforesaid.

V The said company is to have the right to throw up
a ts, make and construct sliceways, dykes and

ts aniaals in, on and through all or any of the lands
teal Improvement Fund, and to use any tim-

o other material on said lands, belong-



ing to said Fund, for said purposes of drainage andf 8fl
dred and eighty-eight.
Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of

JOHN A. HENDERSON.
L. B. WOMBWELL.

E. S. CRILL, Treasurer (Seal).
C. L. MITCHELL, Commissioner of Lands an

Immigration (Seal).
C. M. COOPER, Attorney General (Seal).

(Seal) Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal
and Okeechobee Land Company, by
Charles H. Gross, President.

Attest:
RICHARD SALINGEa, Secretary.

I hereby certify that the above and forego-
ing is a true copy of the original now in my of-
ficial custody.

Given under my hand and the official seal of
the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improve-

(Seal) ment Fund of the State of Florida, this, the
29th day of April, A. D. 1902.

(Signed) W. M. McINTOSH, JR.,
Secretary Board of Trustees I. I. Fund of

Filed with th Trustees of the Iterna I ro
Fund of Florida by the Atlantic & Gulf Coast



Oechobee Land Company December 1, 1888, for reserve
tid Drainage Company under their contract of August

88. List comprising only odd sections.

he patentd and elected lands in.... 42 23 1280
43 " 3824
44 " 2160
45 " 1599
43 24 2560
45 24 1139
42 25 3844
43 " 4824
44 " 400
45 " 3079
43 26 2081
44 " 2199
30 27 1179
31 " 2279
32 " 4162
44 " 2838
45 " 1461
26 28 480
27 " 200
28 " 1004
29 " 740
31 " 1470
32 " 1206
34 " 599
35 " 200
40 " 5966
42 " 4314
43 " 4279
44 " 1121
46 " 9120
47 " 11519
29 29 641
30 " 2249
31 " 4448
32 " 4752

24-TT1.



39 "

40 " 2594

43 " 897

344 " 3

S" 142
45 " 2080

35 " 1120

36 " 1159
37 " 4934
38 4300

42 " 1471

43 "2267

44 1280
30 31 160
33 " 1

34

35

36 " 7156
37 10240
38 31 76" 0

426 32 1135



All the patented and selected lands in. .... 42 11520
43 "6880
44 " 2237
45 " 640
27 33 12046

S 28 " 11520
29 11520
30 11288
31 " 11918
32 " 11496
33 " 11513
35 360
36 " 3740
37 " 2890
39 " 6000

Sec.3,5, 7, 9, 17, 19 of..................40 " 3840
ec. 7, 17, 19, 21, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35 of. .42 33 6400

All patented and selected lands in........ 43 " 11500
44 " 11500
45 " 1920
46 " 11517
47 " 11530
48 " 11503
28. 34 11404
29 " 11563
30 " 11396
31 " 11147
32 " 11570
33 " 11478

•, · 37 3200
38 " 10000

ees.3, 5,7,9, 17, 19 ..................39 " 3840
All patented and selected lands in........ 43 " 11520

44 " 11520
45 " 11520
46 " 11520
47 34 11520
48 1" 11532
34 35 10790
35 " 11625



Sees. 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13 .15, 17 of ......... 3S 5760

25, 35 .............. .... .......... 4 8320

All patented and selected lands in.......44 11520

45 11520

46 11520

37 36 11393

Sees. 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 235,

7, 29, 33, 35 of....................39 102
Ss. 1, 3, 9, 11, 13, 15, 21, 23, 2, 2733, 3,35 27 of.............................40 " 860

Sees. 1, 321, 923, 125, 2715, 2, 31,3 3 , 25 .... 43 5760

35 Of........................ ....... 41 8

29, 33, 35 of ...................... 42...960All patented and andselected lands in ....... 4 " 11520

45 11520
46 " 11

38 38 1105

3 of......... . ... . .. ......... 40 " 81 60

35 of........ . ... ... . ..... .......... 41 " 8160

44 11520

45 " 11520

46" 11520

41



43 " 11520
44 ' 11520
45 " 11520
46 " 11520
42 40 10881
43 " 11121
44 " 11520
45 " 11520
46 " 11520
43 41 9805
44" 9705
45 " 9800
46 " 8620
47 " 7660

Total acres.............................1,198,436

EXHIBIT "E."

OKEECHOBEE LAND COMPANY.

Expenditure on Account of Drainage Contract.

Expended to Aug. 1, 1892, as per
statement rendered to Trustees,
and approved ......... 246,567.41

redging plant as per valuation.
rendered Aug. 1, 1888, with in-
terest to Dec. 31st, 1893 ....... $84,267.86

e hipyard wharf, etc., at valua-
tion as rendered, which Co. will

tain ...................... 7,200.00 77,067.86

Expended Aug. 1, 1892, to Dc. 31,
1893 . .... ... 34,575.26

358,210.53



233,210.53
Amount agreed to be expended on

825,056 acres to be conveyed. 206,056.00

Balance to be applied on account
of the 400,000 acre balance iacof
reserved lands ................ 154.58

EXHIBIT "F."
June 8th.

To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement

Fund of the State of Florida.

Gentlemen:

In accordance with your request of the 9th ult., The A
lantic & Gulf Coast and Okeechobee Land Company do
hereby release the following lands heretofore reserved to
said company which, with the reconveyances made on the
30th of December, 1893, makes a total aggregateof 104
acres.

We send herewith a copy of the list of lands as reserv
to this Company, together with a list so much thereof
has been released. We desire that the list maybe certifie
as to what portion of the said lands are now owned by
State, both as patented and unpatented.

Until your Board shall have given us a certified l
how much of the lands selected by us are owned
State, we cannot tell what acreage there is in the
now held reserved to us, but which we think d
greatly exceed the amount that we am entitled to.



LIST OF LANDS HEREBY RELEASED.

T. R.
Se 13 2325,27,33 35 ............... 38 3

Se 3,5,7, 9 17,19......... ........,. 39 34
Se 13,23,2535... ...... ......... 29 33

Se. 25 ............................ 29 32
Se.1,,I13,23,25, 35............... 41 32

†See. 1† ............. ......... †42 32
Se 19,27............ .......... . 38 36

.7 ........................... 39 37
See. 9, 21, 23...................... 40 37
See.9,21......................... 41 37

Se.19, 21 23, 27, 29,33,35............ 43 36
See -21, W-27, 29, 33.............. 42 32 29440

(9 Sections) ......... ........... 44 36 5760

35200
Very respectfully,

J. J. DUNNE,
Vice President.

LIST OF LANDS.

Filed with the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of Florida by the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal

Okeechobee Land Company December 1, 1888, for re-
serve to said Drainage Company under their contract of
August 1, 1888 List comprises only odd sections.

List of Lands.

Filed with the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
nd of Florida by the Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal and

Okeechobee Land Company, December 1, 1888, for re-
to sd Drainge Company under their contract of

1 8 88 List comrin only odd sections.



44 " 2160

45 1599
43 24 2560
45 24 1139

42 25 3841

4531 " 3079

32 "I,
,, •46 " 152081

4427 " 21900
318 " 279

31 *' 470

32 " 4106
34 " 2859938
26 28 480

2735 " 200
240 " 10045966

29 " 740

29 29 6J':i

31 " 47
32 " 106
34 59
35 " 200
40 " 5966
4,2 2 43t4
43 " 4279
44 1121

47 " 11519
29 29 641
30 29 2249
31 4448
32 4752
33 2914
34 29 3198



All the patented and selected lands in.....39 34
40 " 2594
43 " 897
44 " 320
35 " 8142
45 " 2080
46 " 11520
47 " 11480
30 30 1360
31 30 2152
32 " 563
33 " 3200
35 " 1120
36 " 1159
37 " 4934
38 " 4600
39 " 1001
42 " 1471
43 " 2267
44 " 1280
30 31 160

All the patented and eleted lands in ..... 33 31 1711
34 31 5700
35 " 3600
36 " 7156
37 " 10240
38 " 7680
42 " 4130
43 a 5397
44 " 960
26 32 11539
27 " 11543
28 " 11520
29 " 10995
30 " 9507
31 " 11897
37 '' 1280
38 " 640



42 ' 1152o

43 " 6880

443 "2237

39 " 226037

453, 5, 7, 9, 17, 19 f ." 384028 " 11520

529 " 19520
430 " 1128517

31 " 11918

29 -" 1149563
30 " 1151396
35 " 111460
36 " 11570

3 "

37 " 3200
38 " 1000

Sees. 3, 5, 7, 9, 17, 19 of................. 439 " 3840
Sees. 7, 17, 19, 21, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35 of.. 42 33 6400

All patented and selected lands in.......43 " 11520
44 " 11500
45 " 1920
46 " 11517
47 " 11530
28 34 11404
29 -" 11563

32 " 11570
33 " 11479
37 3200
38 " 10000

Sees. 3, 5, 7, 9, 17, 19 of.................39 " 3840

All pantedand selected lands in ..... . . 43 11520



All the patented and selected lands in ..... 47 " 11520
48 " 11532

35 " 11625
36 " 11892
37 " 11520

ee1,35, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17 of ...... 38 5760
ees.,9, 15, 17,19,21,23,25,27,29,31.

33, 35 of ............................ 43 " 8320
Al patented and selected lands in........44 " 11520

45 " 11520
46 " 11520
47 " 11520

All patented and selected lands in ....... 37 36 11393
Sees. 1, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 23, 25,

27 of ... ................... ...... 38 " 8860
ees.19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35 of .. 43 " 5760

All patented and selected lands in ....... 44 " 11520
45 " 11520
46 " 11520
37 37 11520

I . *38 "3 11500
es. 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 21, 23, 25,
27, 29, 33, 35 of.....................39 " 10220

Sees 1. 3, 9, 11, 13, 15, 21, 23, 25, 27, 33,
35 of ...................... ........ 4.0 " 8160

Secs. 1, 3, 5, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 21, 23, 25, 27,
35 of ................................ 41 " 8160

Sees. 1, 3, 5, 9, 11, 13, 17, 21, 23, 25, 27,
29, 33, 35 of......... ...... ......... 42 " 9600

All patented and selected lands in..... .. 43 " 11520
41 " 11520
44 " 11520
45 " 11520
46 " 11520
38 38 11600
39 11542
40 " 11520



44 " 11520
45 1150

46 " 152043 " 11520
44 " 11520
45 " 11520
46 " 11520
43 " 11121

Less Trustees' cancellation of

T. 4646 " 2 .15A)

T.43 41 9805. 28...................... ,09

44 ," 9705
45 1, " 98006

47 7660

Total acre . ...... . . .......... ..... ,1198436

Less lands released byance. .lation an0t, 893
T. 46, R. 27............ ........... 11,520
T. 47 R. 29....................... 11,52019

T. 47, R. 3829 ..................... 11,5820 34
T. 47, R. 39 ...........I.............. 11,519 23,039

Less lands released by O. L. Co. Jan. 10th, 1893
T. 46, R. 27........ ... . ... ..... . ... 11,520
T. 46, R. 29........... .......... ... 11,520
T. 47, R. 29..... ....... ......... 11,480 34,520



Add landes substituted
T. 47, R.40 ............ .... I. . .11,520

SSt. Oloud& Sugar: Belt R. ,

T. 42, R . 37 ............ ........... . 9.600
T.42 R.38.......... .. ........... 11,520
43, R. 37.. ...... ............... 11,520

T. 43, R. 38.......... ........... 11,520

Trustees I. I. Fund ...................... 68,821

1,062,415

tion of the Trustees I. . Fund of May 12th,
1894:

T. R.
Sees. 13, 23, 25, 27, 33, 35........... 38 34
Sees. 3, 5,7 , 9, 17, 19................39 34
Secs. 13, 23, 25, 35 .......... .... 29 33
Secs. 3, 9, 17, 19............ ....... 40 33
Sec. 25 ........... ............. 40 32
Ses. 1, 11, 13, 23, 25, 35 ........... 41 32
Sec. 1 ........................... 42 32
Forwarded. ........................ 68,821 1,131,236
Sees. 19, 27........... ......... .38 36

Be. 7 .......... . ............ 39 37
Sees. 9, 21, 23. ...................... 40 27
ee. 18 21 23, 27, 29, 33 35. ........ 43 36



June 27,; 18S

All the seected lands in29, 33 ........... . 2 32

44 0 2160
44 23 2160
45 23 1599
43 24 640
45 24 659
42 25 3644
43 25 3863 70
44 25 400
45 25 3079
43 26 1120 51
44 26 2199
30 27 788 94
31 27 2279
32 27 4162
44 27 2838
45 27 1461
26 28 480
27 28 200
31 28 470
34 28 599
35 28 200
40 28 5966
42 28 4314
43 28 4279



All theselected landa in ......... .... 44 28 1121
29 29 641
33 29 2914
39 29 9346
40 29 2594
43 29 897
44 29 320
43 29 897
44 29 320
35 29 8142
45 29 2080
30 30 1360
31 30 2152
32 30 563
35 30 1120
36 30 199
37 30 3654
38 30 2720
39 30 1001
42 30 1471
43 30 2217
44 30 1280
30 31 145
33 31 1121
34 31 720
35 31 1680
42 31 4130
43 31 5397
44 31 960
40 32 3400
41 32 9000
42 32 11520
43 32 6880
44 32 2237
45 32 640
27 33 140
30 33 281 93
35 33 360



All the lands selete in..............37 33 2250

43 33 11500
44 33 7979 68
45 33 1920
31 34 4063
38 34 10000
39 345 8320
43 34 11520
44 354 11520
45 34 11520
48 34 11520
47 34 7037 1520
37 35 3885 03 8
38 35 5760
43 35 8320
44 35 11520
45 35 11520
46 35 11520
47 35 11520
37 36 24485
38 36 6260 28
43 36 5760
44 36 11520
45 36 11520
46 36 11520
39 37 3895 11
40 37 3588 85
41 37 3822 81
42 37 9600
43 37 11520
44 37 11520
45 37 11520
46 37 11520
41 38 8962 34
42 38 11520L



All the selected lands in . . ......... 43 38 11520
I44 38 11520

* .... .....l 45 38 11520
46 38 11520
47 38 11520
41 39 542 46
43 39 11520
44 39 11520
45 39 11520
46 39 11520
47 39 11520
44 40 11520
45 40 11520
46 40 1152o
47 40 11520
45 41 6263 70

: n i46 41 4750
47 41 7660

633,550.43
Resolved Further, That the opinion of the General

Counsel on the application of the United Land Company,
addressed to the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund, requesting a deed to said lands furnished the Trus-
tees under date of September 5, 1905, referred to in the
opinion of the General Counsel as of this date, be spread
upon the minutes, as follows:

"Jacksonville, Fla., Sept. 5, 1905.
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida,

Tallahassee, Florida.
Gentlemen:

In further reply to the letter of your Secretary of the 1st
ultimo, inclosing, among other documents a copy of the
pinion, request and denmand of the United Land Company

by its attorney, P. A. Vans Agnew, Esq., for a conveyance
by the Trutees of certain lands amounting to 347,753.02
acregranted under a contract entered into by Hamilton



9; : ' ':" * • * ,• ** :* :* ."ic-.'t"'i , "
ment Fund of Florida, February 26, L881, I beg to advise
that I ave examined the opinion and demand submitted

tiations, applications, selections of land report of en-
giners, commissioners and other concerning
taking, the minutes of he Trustees and the law
such contracts, the powers and duties of the
bracing the original contracts between Hamilton D
and his associates and the Trustees, dated Fbrua
1881, Vol. 2, page 463; (2) modifications of said contract
making the final limit of said drainage area 24 instead
23, VoL 2, page 503, and Vol. 3, page 126.

(3.) Agreement accepting the Atlantic and Gulf st
Canal and Okeechobee Land Company as parties to
contract in lieu of Hamilton Disston and his associates,
together with the assignment of Hamilton Diston and
his associates of the original contract to said corporation,
Vol. 3, page 40.

(4.) Resolution of the Trustees dated October 30, 1882,
defining the western boundary of Okeechobee.

(5.) Resolution of the Trustees dated May 19, 1883, de-
fining the eastern boundary of said district, Vol. 3, page
228.

(6.) Minutes of the Trustees concerning deeds execu
to the said Compay during the years. 1883 and 1884,
amounting to 1,174,943.16 acres. Vol. 3, page 515.

(7.) The contentions that arose between the Comp
and the Trustees concerning the forfeiture of the c
in question, which resulted in legislative investigation an
the passage of Chapter 3788, Acts 1887, attempting to au
thorize the Trustees to make an amicableadjustment a
protect the interests of the State and the Fund.
compromise the matter as they deemed best to secur and

(8) Compromise contract dated Augus 1. 1888between



that a contract ad been agreed upon and that a com-
promise had been effected, and that this compromise con-

became a part of any and all contracts heretofore
e between the Trustees and the said Company; that
ranage reserve of said Company should be reduced to

a total acreage of two million acres to be selected by said
yin a body as nearly as might be of alternate

ons and file the same with the Trustees within ninety
days Vol. 3, page 517.

(9.) That said Company should expend in the work of
rainage and reclamation the sum of $125,000.00, less the

sum of $50,000 already expended, such expenditure to be
made at theterate of $40,000 the first year and the balanoe
within two years after date, etc., Vol. 3, page 501.

(10.) The list of lands filed with the Trustees. Vol.
3, page 520.

(11.) The modifications made on May 1, 1889, on ao-
count of yellow fever. Vol. 4, page 26.

(12.) The bond filed by the Company on May 18, 1889,
with the Trustees for the sum of $125,000. Vol. 4, page 30.

(13.) The account of the Company as appears by state-
ment of December 31, 1893, which appears to have been
examined, verified and approved by the Trustees. Vol. 4,
page 261.

(14.) The conveyance by the Company dated December
13, 1893, at the request of the Trustees of 68,821.77 acres
of land in Lee County, in consideration of which the Trus-
tees authorized by resolution, the Company to select a
similar acreage. Vol. 4,, page 269.

(15.) The selection of 1,200,000 ares May 9, 1894. Vol.
4, page 274.

(16.) The list of lan filed with the Trustees of 1,027,-
5 acres claimed to be in reserve. Vol. 4, page 283.



(17.) The resolution of the Trustees concerning the
deed to the Company of all patented lands within it re-
serve February 26, 1895 Vol. 4, page 306.

(18.) The deeds executed by the Trusts on
1895, at the request of the Al &
and Okeechobee Land Company, embracing a toal acre
age of 541,794.03, which i embraced in the app
and demand of counsel for the United Land Comp

(19.) The report of James M. Dancy, Civil Engi
directed by the Trustees to examine the lands rec
by the Company June 30, 1883.. o 3, page 242.

(20.) Supplemental report of James M. Dancy, Engin-
eer. Vol. 3, page 259.

(21.) Application by Company for deeds to lands under
contract December 1st, 1883. Vol. 3, page 269, Convey-
ance, 270.

(22.) Report of D. L. Dunham May 13, 1884. Vol. 3,
page 303, presented February 20, 1884.

(23.) Report of H. D. Duval, State Engineer, with ap-
pendix, showing townships reclaimed by the Drainage
Company August 18, 1884. Vol. 3, page 314.

(24.) Report of Charles F. Hopkins, Agent of Com-

pany, without date. Vol. 3, page 324.

(25.) Report of James M. Dancy, Engineer, on the

southern division of the Drainage District. Vol. 3, page
332.

(26.) Resolution of the Trustees to the effect that upo

the filing by the Company of its selection of aterna

sections of surveyed and-unsurveyed lands to the exte

of 1,200,000 acres after the execution of a deedin acc
ance with the proposed contract between the Trustees an

the Land Company the same will be held in reserv

the purpose exressed in said contract Vol. 3, page
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to be reserved by the Board beyond the amount named in
tc rat of August 1, 1888. Vol. 3, page 519.

(2) The amended list of reserved lands furnished
y the Copany reducing same to 1,200,000 acres, which

Swith the Commissioner of Lands. Vol. 3, page

(29. Application for the appointment of Mr. Wrot-
SCivil Engineer, to examine into and report upon

best methods of drainage to be employed by the At-
tic & Gulf Coast Canal & Okeechobee Land Company

nder its contract of August 1, 1888. At the instance of
the Trustees, February 12, 1889, Mr. Hamilton Disston
was also invited to appear before the Board at an early
date to confer with the Trustees relative to drainage op-
erations. Vol. 4, page 14. On February 25, 1889, Hamil-
ton Disston, Colonel Henderson, Charles H. Graves and
Captain Kreamer, Engineer, appeared before the Board to

Sexplain the drainage operations of the Company. Vol.
4, page 16.

(30.) A concession asked by J. J. Dunne for the com-
pany delivering bond for 9125,000, asking for deed of con-
firmation to lands heretofore conveyed; extension of time
for expending $40,000 whicei should have been spent the
first year; that the drainage area be enlarged, and de-
fining in detail what shall be proper expenditures under.
the contract, which concessions were granted in part. Vol.
4, page 26.

(31.) The release executed by Trustees. Vol. 4, page
34.

(32.) Communications from F M. Hendry and others
concerning the overflow of the Caloosahatchee River Val-
ly on pages 87, 89, 94, 97, 312, 313,331, 341, 347, 370, 404,
414, 418 and 465.

(33.) Settlement of expenditures by the Company
under the contrctof A ust 11888. Vol. 4 page 225-227.



to the Trusteel. l 4, pag 269.
(36.) Resolution of the Trustees approving accounts

for te landts selected in, lieu oS those ceied
pay. Vol. 4, p 261. 2.

(37.) Notice f selection of 6 lands. V.,by the Cmp

t(38.) List of res.ervelands fil2. ., .

(39.) Resolution fixring Marcesm , 1895 , fore

(4f.) e ssoletion of th He of rep lease y thes
cering the contra ct with the Boad. Vol. 4, page 309.

(4138.) eport of threserve lands filed. Vol. 4ard, filpage 284.

4, page 310.

(42.) Resolution of the Tristees acknowledging notice
of the sale to the Atlantic & Gulf Coast anal & Okee
bee Land Company, claiming a transfer under the amended
drainage contract executed August 1,1888, causing noti
to be served by the Sheriff of Osceola County on a spec
master in Chancery in a cause pending before the J
of the 7th Judicial Circuit of Florida, wherein the ol
bia Avenue Safe Deposit Title & Trust Company was a
pellant and the Disston Land Company appellee, to
effect that the claim of the Disaton Land Company of 900,
000 acres of land was being held in reserve for the Canal
Land Company or its successors the D ton Land
pany was not true, insofar as it relates to the amo
such reservation by this Board or any other Board under
and in pursuannce of the contract of August 1 1888. Vol



391

5, page 42, which was served on the Master, prior to such
gale, as appears by return of the Sheriff thereon. Vol. 5,
page 45, together with the resolution of the Trustees of
November 22, 1904. Vol. 5, page 272, 273, and the report
of J. J. Daniel, W. H. Davidson and John Bradford,
Commissioners appointed by his Excellency, the Governor,
under date of November 17, 1885, to perform certain du-.
ties prescribed by Chapter 3639, Laws of Florida, Acts of

1885, to investigate and ascertain what quantity of land
and number of acres the Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal &

Okeechobee Land Company has reclaimed for the State
and for other purposes, and find a continuing conflict in
statements of facts concerning the drainage operations
andthe resulting effects upon the surrounding country.

The files, records, minutes and laws above referred to
show a constant difference of opinion by those entrusted
with the resposibility of examining into conditions as
they then existed.

Men of high standing and character, learned and skilled
in technical, civil engineering and observations of the
topography of the country, conversant with the rainfall
of the country wherein these drainage operations have
been carried on, have made many investigations requiring
many months of time and study, and yet differ widely in
their judgment and opinions as to the effects of the drain-
age operations of the drainage company in question, its
compliance with its contract, and to what it should be
entitled thereunder from first to last

You will observe that it is difficult to apply a principle
of law to undetermined, conflicting and unsettled facts.

To my mind, the first question that should be determined
is whether or not the original contract and the subsequent
modifications, supplements, concessions and other agree-
ments between Hamilton Disston and his associates and
their succeors and the Trustees down to and including
the contract dated August 1, 1888, have been construed
and considered as a continuing contract, or whether the
contract executed August 1, 1888, was to take the place of
all former contracts and agreements heretofore made be.



preamble of said~~ contract. Vol. 3, page 501.

''s I vie it, the original con.tract, to r wh

sup p nts, modic ations ad cc ons a
ments is a contining ndertaking and contract 'subject

of any and a1 contrat sade

Ts ll the forfeitudres, concessions and covenants n
rcontaied not expressly eliminated therero

ties thereto in valid and legal form.

I do not consider that the contract of mAugst, 18

and if construed alone would be without a d~n• d is-
.eict. It is dependent upon theoarignal eonlact f

nowithstanding the expression in the preae thca t "ta
following consiprom in lise and contract is to take e
of anytr and all contracts heretofore made between the

Trustees alid said Company" revokes and annuls fal form

a compromise sh d be madeupon an acknowledged

er contracts, including the original fconact between thep

_(2.) To a modification of the'drain w''

parties in this aundertaking.gresg

The contract of August 1, 1888, was incomplete in itself,

conveyed as a forfeitre and" penalty' .for * the: failuro •on
the part of the canal conpanto peorm. its pa of .thel

and if construed alone would be without a drainage dis-
trict. It is dependent upon the original contract for

the, sustince of its existence, and therefore cannot stand

alone or be considered in lieu and to take the place of all
contracts and agreements heretofore made between the
parties referred to.

It is limited to a recital in its preamble of reasons why
a compromise should be made upon an acknowledged fail-
ure and forfeiture of the essential features of the previous
contract. (See preamble), and

(2.) To a modification of the drainage reservation rM'
ducing its acreage reserved from something over four
million to two million acres, including lands heretofore
conveyed as a forfeiture and penalty for the failure on
the part of the canal company to perform its part of the
contract to this date, selecions to be made within ninety
days from the execution of the contract August 1, 1888
(Sec. 1). These provisions the company failed to comply
with, filing its list as required December 1, 1888. (See
Vol. -, page-.)

(3.) The former modification or contract to the effect
that th r'nymany will epend in drainage and reclama
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tionwiththe pproval of the Trustees the sum of $125,000,
less the sum of money expended by said Company in the
ork of drainge and reclamation since the report of said

commission f July 1, 1889, estimated at $55,000. The
giving of a bond etc. (Sec. 2.)

.) The Company further agrees to expend in the
age an reclamation, etc., the sum of $206,264.00-

not less than $40,000 each year after formal execution of
the contract, the Trustees agreeing to deed lands which
would be earned thereby at the rate of twenty-five cents
per acre, reserving, however, two-fifths thereof,which shall,
at the option of the Trustees, be forfeited by said Com-

to saidi Trustees if said Company shall fail to make
the total expenditure agreed upon, or shall otherwise fail

to observe and perform this contract (Sec. 3), with the
proviso that the expenditures shall be made subject to
the verification by and approval of the Trustees as to the
economy and bona fides of the expenditures of an engineer
to be appointed by the Trustees. (Se. 4. )

(5.) Permission granted to the Company to throw up
embankments on lines belonging to the fund (Sec. 5).
Reference is made to the contract for consideration in
this behalf.

Thus it will be observed that the Company now seeks to
rest its case upon the approval of:

First: The economy, and

Second: The bona fides of expenditures without any
reference whatever to the object of the undertaking as will
be found in the original contract under date of February
26, A. D. 1881, which was "to drain and reclaim by drain-
ing all overflowed lands in the State of Florida practic-
able, and lying south of Township 23, subsequently
hanged to Township 24, and east to Peace Creek, belong-
ng to the State of Florida or the Internal Improvement

Fund now subject to overflow by Lake Okeechobee or
Kissimmee River and its branches and the lakes contig-

uto said river, whose waters now flow into or can be



alady patented as well as those which hereafter may be
atente to said tate by the UnitedStates, the said lands

to be rclimed and drained and endered fit for tiva
tion by permanently lowering and keeping reduced the
high water level of said river, and b thusoerin th
waters of said lake creating an increased
river, and by the increased current thus created
the bed of said river to cut and wash out, and by this

increase the current of said river, and permanently con-
fine the waterflow of said river, within its natural banks
and thereby effectually and permanently prevent the over-
flow of the banks, it being understood and agreed that
the drainage reduction or lowering of the waters of Lake
Okeechobee may be made by a series of canals or cuts
from the waters of said lake to the Caloosahatchee River
on the west, and by cuts and canals eastward to the
waters of St. Lucie or other convenient streams, and also
by cuts and canals southwardly to some stream or
streams through the Everglades, and also by cuts and
canals on the southwest side of the Everglades to the
Miami River, and to any small streams heading or rising
in the Everglades.

Provided, however, that no canals or cuts shall be made,
dug or constructed unless the same be necessary to rduce
the waters of said Lake Okeechobee to effect the said objeet
of draining and permanently reclaiming said lands."

Thus it must be apparent that the permanent loweri
of the waters of Lake Okeechobee, the Kissi ee Rive
its lakes and tributaries was and is the main feature of
the whole plan of drainage, as evidenced in the contract
made with the Trustees, and it is so stated in the a
able and disinterestedreport to the ommision appoin
by his Excellency under Ohapter 3639, Laws of Forida.

This committee observed and reortd further that



the lands which are subject to ioverflow within the drain
age district are to be reclaimed under the contract, they

can only be so reclaimed by permanently lowering and
keeping reduced the waters of the Okeechobee and its con-
f these waters are not permanently lowered and

kept reduced'then the plan of drainage is not carried out.
aan be no reclamation under the contract in-

s the Company has failed to reduce the lakes and
rivers which were to be lowered in order to effect this

reclamation."

Icontend that all claims of the Drainage Company or
its successors must be measured and tested by this solemn
covenant and the essence of the entire undertaking and

contract.

A failure upon the part of Hamilton Disston, his asso-
ciates andi their successors to accomplish this main object
and purpose and undertaking as set forth in said contract
would be an acknowledged failure upon the part of the
Drainage Company and subject to all of its legal claims
for lands thereunder to forfeiture by the terms of the
contract.

The complainant, by its counsel, admits in his written
demand submitted, the oneness of this undertaking and
contract by quoting at length from the contract of Feb-
rnary 26, 1881,; its modifications on March 1, A. D. 1881.
and supplement thereto September 1, 1881. The estab-
lishment of the drainage district October 30, 1882, May
19, 1883, with reference thereto, etc.

This leads to the determination of whether or not Lake
Okeechbee, the Kissimmee' River, its lakes and tributaries
have been permanently lowered to effect the said object of
drainage and permanently reclaiming the said lands as
set forth in the contract

Conidering ofiial reports upon this subject, we find
that Mr. Dacy, Civil Engineer, reported under instrue-

tions of June 6, 1883, on "townships affected, by this
drainae" stating that "be did not have time to visit the



canals west of Lake Okeechobee, but was informed by
officers of the Company that the waters of the lake on
that side are lowered two feet." Vol 3, age 245.

he townships examined are from 25 to 5
28 to 32, aggregating 535,000 acres.

(2.) The report of David L Dunham, pecial Agent,
February 20, 1884, states in part that he "wa req
to accompany Mr. Dancy, State Engineer, making an n-
spection of the shoers of Lake Tohopekaliga. "The low-
lands in the vicinity of said lake are dry," and in his
judgment susceptible to cultivation. "I heard from the
Indians that the waters in this lake were never as high
as now." Expresses the opinion that the report of Dancy
was correct, and that the highest lands reclaimed are
suitable for cultivation of cane and rice. Vol 3, page 305.

(3.) Report of H. S. Duval, State Engineer, under in-
structions of June 3, 1884, and after giving the route with
the number of cubic yards of earth removed in excavation
in the various cuts, which is of great value to the in-
vestigator, including a trip in a steam yawl into Lake
Okeechobee, observing the then condition of the waters,
noting the rainfall, etc., reporting that he found "a suf-
ficient quantity of water has been discharged through the
canals to have lowered the surface of Okeechobee fully 11
feet, and whatever may be its rise and fall, its relative
reduction in altitude, which is constantly increainng, must
continue to exist." Vol. 3, page 320.

The townships over which the examination extended
(from 35 to 44), Ranges 22 to 34, aggregate two million
acres.

(4.) Statement of B. Frazier made to Duval, State
Engineer, residing at Fort Thompson, had occasion to
observe the fluctuations of the river, and notes that a
though there is a rise of the river after heavy rains, it in
only temporary and passes off in comparatively few
hours. Vol. 3, page 323.



(5.) Report of Dany, nginee:r, to the Trustees,
dated October 15, 1884, in which he states in part that he

traversed the western shores of Lake Okeechobee; that
the lak w has a defined margin; that in company with

one of the ldest residents of the Fort Thompson country
he travelled through the cypress swamp, where he had

ago seen the water standing usually at a depth
oft feet now entirely dry, and all small streams with

i or no water in them. * * * That the prairies
w h two years ago they could not get into were now dry.

Vol. 3, page 334.

The statements of Citizens Frazier and O'Neill tend to
e the same opinion without giving any definite data.

Vol. 3, page 336.

Note: Fail to find where the bona fides and economy
of the contract has been approved by the Engineer as re-

ired by the contract.

The reports themselves are referred to in this connee-
tion for more complete investigation. It is safe to assert,
however, that none of these reports show any permanent
lowering of the waters of Lake Okeechobee to effect the
object of drainage and permanently reclaiming the lands
in accordance with the contract.

The conclusive proof of the failure on the part of the
drainage company to comply with its contract is its
Sconstant and periodical application for concessions and
modifications.

The report of the Civil Engineer and a second report of
another engineer, one corroborating the other, as is shown

Stheir own reports the enactment of a law in 1885; the
appointment of a commission by hiB excellency the Gov-

or, and the report submitted by Messrs. J. J. Daniel,
. H. Davidson and John Bradford under appointment of

November 17, 1885, which is referred to as the most con-
lusive, coprehensive and thorough report on this sub-

ject that I have found, show that these waters were not
permanenty lowered



"This commission, during its investigation, has ascer-
tained the length, breadth and depth of each and every
of the canals made by the din n
out tentire ditrct, noting in eh istae the a
current of the water in such cuts and canals.

The work done by the Company in ceing te ca
of th Caoosahatchee above Fort Thompson a a
known as the "rapida," with 'the use of a snag boat clean-
ing away the obstructions in Tiger Lake; exam
canals as to their capacity for carrying off the w s
along said route, and the probable outlet of the te
along or adjacent to said line of canals, stating actual
suits produced upon waters along their route s hown
by careful observation and statements of persons thor-
oughly acquainted with the river and lakes and con-
tiguous country seeking information on the subject, as
well as by meteorological observation; the period of
heaviest rainfall in the peninsular of Florida, which is
found to be from the latter part of June to the early
part of October, and the waters ordinarily reaching the
highest point in September, while in the months of March,
April, May and the early part of June the lakes and rivers
are normally at their lowest height.

In this connection I desire to pause a momtent and call
attention to the fact that all of the reports made by the
engineers on this subject were within the months that this
commission finds the rivers and lakes to be at their lowest

stage. (See dates of Engineer's reports.)

The commission shows that it reached Kissimmee City
on the 20th day of February, 1886, and proceeded from
that point down the river through the lakes to Fort Myer
making an inspection of the results which were verified
by the statements of reliable witnesses as well as by s
sequent observations as given in their report, noting
difference in level between the lakes arund Tohopkal
to be about 69 feet (local).

Passing through this chain of canals and Ki
River "your committee found on reaching Cypress

li·,I~l·I
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from actual observation and statements of persons con-
nected with the drainage work from its inception, the
waters of the lake were nearly at their normal height
From this point southward to Lake Okeechobee, both

fr their careful observation and from the statements of
and persons thoroughly acquainted with the

r and lakes, your committee are satisfied that very
le e t has been produced upon the waters along their

by the opening of these canals."

In other words, the facts show that from Cypress Lake
S ke Okeechobee the canals which have been dug have
t ts far exhibited sufficient capacity to carry off the
ter along the route ,or materially reduce their normal

level. "That the canal from Lake Okeechobee to Lake
Hipochee had not materially lowered the waters of the
former lake "That at the season of the year
when' very nearly the least amount of water was flowing
into Lake Okeechobee your committee found the marshes
adjacent to the Hicpochee Canal covered with water from
12 to 18 inches'deep, and the entire want of capacity in the
canal for the work contemplated was apparent.

That but little effect upon the waters along or adjacent
St the line of canals can be expected from these canals,
except around Tohopekaliga and East Lakes is evidenced
from the fact that the Cypress Lake to the Caloosahatchee
no material lowering of the waters of the lakes and rivers
along the line of canals has thus far been produced." (A
distance of 90 'miles from Lake Cypress to the Caloosa-
hatchee.)

S he contract made with the Trustees under date of Feb-
uary 26,' 1881, with Hamilton Disston and his associates,

and which is the basis of all subsequent contracts, and sets
rth the only object, plan or scheme or drainage em-

braced in th undertaking was "to drain and reclaim by
drainage all overflowed land in the State of Florida

ticable lying south of township 23, changed to 24,
and east of Peace Creek belonging to the State of Florida

the said Internal rovement F now ubject to



overflow by ILake Okeechobee, the Kissimmee River and

River or the Miami River or other outlet by cuts or canals,
including those already patented, as well as those which
may be hereafter patented to the State f Florida by the
United States, the said lands to be reclaimed and drained
and rendered fit for cultivation by permanently lowering
and keeping reduced the low water level of aid i
and by thus lowering the waters of said lake creating
increased current in said river, and by the increased cr-
rent thus created causing the bed of said river t cut or
wash, and by this means, and by cutting off bends in said
river' to confne the waterflow of said river to its natural
banks and thereby effectually and permanently prevent
the overflow of the banks, it being understood and agreed
that the drainage, reduction or lowering of the waters of
Lake Okhechobee may be made by a series of canals or
cuts from the waters of said lake to the Calooahatchee
River on the west, and by cuts or canals eastwardly to the
waters of St. Lucie or other available points, and also by
cuts and canals southwesterly to some point, stream or
streams through the Everglades, and also by cuts and
canals on the southeast side of the Everglades to the
Miami River and to any small streams heading or rising
in the Everglades, provided that no canals or cuts shall
be made, dug or constructed unless the same e necessary
to reduce the waters of said Lake Okeechoee to effect the
said object of drainage and permanently reclaiming said
lands."

This has remained the object and purpose and plan and

requirement of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund, who have at all times, as the records will show,
liberally observed and carried out its part of the on
tract.

I do not consider that the contract of August 1, 18
abrogates this provision of the original contract t
Hamilton Disston, his associates and their su ors
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led to permanently lower the waters of 'Lake Okeecho-
Sii River, its lakes and tributaries, which

was and is the main feature of the whole plan of drainage
rib in the contract made with the Trustees, can-

denie Thre is not a life of evidene in all of
the reports on this undertaking that show any permanent

of the waters of Lake Okeechobee, the Kissimmee
ts lakes and tributaries. On the contrary, it

conclusively in my judgment that th4 effects noted
engineers mst favorable to the canal company

hv en at seasons of the year when the water was at
stage, in every instance localized to the terri-

immediately around Lake Tohopekaliga, as shown by
list of townships submitted with reports.

he same conditions that are described and set forth in
these reports prevail now. The committee further states
Cypress Lake southward, however, the committee

und the waters of the lakes and rivers are nearly at
teir norml level; neither Okeechobee nor the rivers and
lakes above had been either permanently or sensibly low-
ered by these canals."

It is apparent, therefore, that the canals thus far cut
below Lake Cypress will probably exert but very little
influence over the waters along or adjacent to their lines.

The committee found "the number of acres so reclaimed"
they estimate at about eighty thousand acres.

The reclaimed lands around East Lake with proper
ssidiary drainage may be considered as fit for cultiva-
tion in an ordinar season, provided the canals are freed
and kept free from bars and constructions."

The committee extended their observations through the
u and fall in order to see what effects would be

produced throughout the drainage district by the rainy
season, and thus to test the correctness of the conclusions

aad already been reached They took steps to deter-
mine the actual rainfall, as well as the effect produced by

it on the waters of the rivers and lakes. Observations
2C.-L 1.



were tached y thand exmittende n thover seven months, and

for observing the effects of the rains upon the waters of 82

reference to the phenominal rise of the water in 187
"by actual measurement along the banks of the Caloosa-
hatchee below Fort Thompson near the mouh of Dee
Branch these water marks clearly defined on the
growth show a rise of between seventeen an eightee f
above the level of the river at the time these observati
were made. The subsidence of this water left indicate
which doubtless impressed the former agents of the Board
and added to their conviction as to the effects which had
been produced by the canals," noting at some length the
variation of depth of water conditions in the territory
under consideration.

"The water at Lake Flirt rose eight feet during these
observations."

These conditions fully demonstrate the entire insuf-
flciency of any work thus far attempted, except in lo
territory. They found that the area of country embraced
in the contract was estimated at fifteen thousand square
miles, or over nine million acres, extending from the foot-
hills of Orange County to the southmost point of t

peninsula.

This immense region is to the eye almost a plain slopi
gradually southward from an extreme elevtion of tabo

80 feet to the tidal level as the Everglades emerge into th

waters of the Gulf.

"The Okeechobee is a great rservr ito which all
these waters flow. Its waters as they accumulate f

through the Everglades westward over the marshes into

the Caloosahatchee, and southeast thrug the Miami
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iver and numerous iother outlets to the Atlantic "With-
out permanently lowering Okeechobee there can be no com-

plete rec ation of the regions above. Thiss the primal
portant feature in the entire plan, which, by

thee of their agreement, the Drainage Company was
to carry into effect."

it must be apparent that the weight of evidence,
onlusive, shows that the waters of Lake Okeecho-

b Kissimmee River, its lakes and tributaries, have
permanenty lowered to effect the said object of
and permanently reclaiming said lands, and

fore a demand for a deed on behalf of the United
SCompany as successors, etc., for 347,753.02 acres

should be denied.

The next question to consider would be the legal status
r the various resolutions of the Trustees touching
contract and its many modifications, concessions and
lements, hich, in the main, for the present, can be

riefy stated as follows:

-That the various contracts have become forfeited
by the failure of the Drainage Company to perform their
part of the contract.

2-That the contracts have become forfeited and re-
cinded by the action of the Trustees in serving proper

notice at the sale under which the United Land Company
became the claimant, which notice was made public at the
sale and served on the master making the sale.

3-The contracts became forfeited, cancelled and re-
ked, together with all resolutions of the Trustees on

the bject, elating to the execution of deed etc., dated
November 22, 1904. Vol. 5, page 272.

S-The greater portion of the lands for which convey-
ance is sought had not been patented by the United States
Government to the State of Florida at the date of
or during this contract, and the Trustees had no power

Sto deal with the lands in question at the date
at nor to bind their sucessor as asuch Trus-



opinion, on these Trustees and therefore, the applicant
has no legal rights or claims fr deeds to 347,753.02 acre

Quantum Mernit.

These various contracts and the mportance of
ject matter unIder consideration leads me to a further
consideration of the questions presented for my examina-
tion and opinion that I would otherwise feel called upon
to express after reaching the conclusions above indicated.

That some work has been done must be admitted; that
one million acres of land has been deeded no one
deny.

That no permanent lowering of the waters of Lake Okee-
chobee, the Kissimmee River, its lakes and tributaries has
been accomplished is to my mind clearly and fully estab
lished.

Proceeding, however, upon the theory and principle of
allowing a reasonable compensation for services endered,
granting for the purposes of this consideration the good
faith of all parties in the gigantic undertaking we will
consider what work has been done, with its effects, and

for, taking into consideration what has been paid to the
company.

Work Dons

From the reports of Messrs. Daniels, Davidson and
Bradford in 1886, we find that the total of 27 miles of
canals have been cut, with a maximum depth of ten
and a maximum width of 60 feet, an average estimat
width of 40 feet.

(2.) Total acreage reclaimed, 80,000; since whi
port we have no definite officia data as to measure
and dimensions of anals cut. Subseuent
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seems to be limited to the settlement of expenditures by
said drainage company, which does not appear to have

b pproved by the State Engineer as contemplated
b contract, and which expenditures are set forth

in such general terms (see statement Vol. V, page 277),
t t would be difficult to determine from that what
mileage of canals has been cut or number of cubic yard.
of e had been removed.

Colonel Duval's report, dated August 18, 1884,
Vol. 3, page 314, I find that the canals under process of
constrution between the (two) Tohopekaliga lakes is:

Three miles, 121,400 cubic yards earth removed.

Three and one-half miles from Tohopekaliga Lake into
Lake Cypress, 151,968 cubic yards earth removed&.

Nine miles, straightening channels. No cubic yards

Two and two-tenth miles canal between Hicpochee and
Okeechobee, 61,246 cubic yards earth removed.

Fourteen and forty-three one-hundredths miles between
Hiepochee and Lake Flirt, 341,322 cubic yards earth re-
moved, making a total of 675,976 cubic yards of earth
removed in, say, thirty miles of average canals cut.

Colonel Kreamer, Chief Engineer of the Company,
whose estimates on this character of work should be
accepted as at least fair to his company, is two cents per
cubic yard of earth removed (See his report in Governor
Broward's special message to the Legislature), which
would make a total cost, according to his estimate, of
13,519.52, then :it follows that if the Company was to

receive reasonable compensation for its services rendered
it would be entitled to $13,519.52 for this thirty miles of
canals cut, which I submit as an average, if not the best
thiry miles cut in the system.

If the Company was to receive lands on the basis of 25
per acre for this service it would be entitled to



in 1884, and that more work had been done by the Com-
pany since, but I do not believe that it can be shown that
this is not fir deuction from the best information
on the ubject, as a fair basis for th uposo ee
to determine a maximum of work done upon which can be
approximated and fixed a reasonae com natin t
maximum services rendered, ad fo this purpos s os
that instead of thirty miles there has been a ma
ninety miles of canals of an average quantity of
removed at an estimated cost per cubic yard of nin
miles of canals under these various contracts, we wod
find 2,027,928 cubic yards of earth removed in ni
miles of canal, amounting to $41,758.56 to be paid i
lands at 25 cents per' acre would require 167,062 ares.

Suppose for the further analysis of this proposition th
Colonel Kreamer, the Chief Engineer of this Company
throughout its entire drainage operations, was unf
in his estimates or had underestimated the cost of c
work, which is not at all probable, and that such work
would really cost 10 cents per cubic yard of earth remove
in the operation of cutting canals in this drainage district
instead of 2 cents per cubic yard, we would find that the
estimated ninety miles of canals would have cost $202,-
792.00, to be paid for in lands at 25 cents per acre, would
require 813,168 acres.

Does this not answer all the questions as to a reasonable
compensation for services rendered?

Will any one deny that there are less than ninety miles
of canals cut under these contracts?

Will any one contend that it cost more than ten
per cubic yard, as shown in the above statement, to
form the work?

(1) That the original contract, tog e i l
its supplements, modifications and concessi an



ts is a cotiuig udertakin and contract, subject
o a t tres, condit s aind covenants there

coutained, not expressly eliminated therefrom by the
parties theto in valid and legal form.

26 U. S. 243 45 U. S. 265.

27 U. S. 531 21 U. 8. 589.
21 U. S. 64 18 U. S. 527.

17 U. S. 768.

instruments relating to a transaction must be taken
her and treated as one entire agreement.

Conrad vs. Atlantic Insurance Company, 7 Law, Ed. U.
S. 189.

Black vs. United States, 91 U. S. 269.

Chicago Ry. vs. Denver y., 143 U. S. 609.

Contracts may generally be gathered from separate
papers taken together as forming part of transaction if
connected by reference from one to the other.

Salmon Fall Co. vs. Goddard, 14 Howard 456 U. S.

71 Wallace 106

Contracts construing single transactions relating to
same subject and construed together to effectuate intent in
view of circumstances.

Joy vs. St. Louis, 138 U. S. 38.

. ontacts are due to be construed to accomplish inten-
on of parties. 8 Wallace U. S. 437.

2. That the drainage company has forfeited all of its
ht under its several contracts by its utter failure to

comply with its covenants, it having failed to premanently
r watesin Lake Okeechobee, the Kissimmee

River, its lake and tributaries, which was the primal
urose and most imortant feature in the entire plan,



which, b the terms of its agreement the drainage com-
pany was to carry into effect.

I find on this point, as a matter of fact, that the drain-
age operations under these various contracts has fai••d to
reclaim one single acre of land within fifty miles of Lake
Okeechobee in any direction. (a) That of the ni
lion acres included in this contract, which the compan
covenanted to drain and reclaim permanenty, that onl
80,000 acres has been reclaimed as shown by the repo
under the most favorable circumstances during the mst
successful period of operation, which report on this point
is coupled with the proviso that "the reclaimed lands
along East Lake, with proper subsidiary drainage, may
be considered as fit for cultivation in ordinary seasons,
provided the canals are freed and kept free from bars and
obstructions," which has not been done.

3-That the company has received deeds to 1,652,246.98
acres of land. That a maximum allowance for services
rendered would be 813,168 acres; that the company has
received deeds to 839,078.98 acres of land in excess of
what it has earned. That the statements rendered by the
company under the agreement of August 1, 1888, were not
approved as provided for in said contract, and show on
their face large expenditures not within the terms of the
contract, viz: "That said company will expend in 'drain-
age and reclamation,' certain amounts," etc.

This contract did not authorize the company to sell its
old dredges and pleasure boats to the Trustees upon its
own valuation, or any valuation, nor does it appear that
the company ever delivered the possession of the several
boats (paid for out of these expenditures) to the Tru
tees, or any acceptance of such plant by the Trustees.

5-That the lands in question (or the greater part of
them) had not been patented to the State of Florida d
ing these several contracts, nor until April, 1903,and
therefore the Trustees did not have the legal title to these
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s n a right to deal with them nor concerning
eithe did the Trustees havethe power to bind

rutees in an unauthorized transaction.

there is no equity or legal right existing in the
Land Company to have 347,753.02 acres of land

e to it under these several contracts as successor to
ton Land Company, it having been put on notice

ale under which it purchased, of the failure of this
to carry out its contracts and covenants and

such deeds would not be made.

-That the resolutions of the Trustees referring to the
iuance of deeds under said contracts were revoked and
anuled by the Trustees long prior to the filing of this
applicatio, and therefore I am of the opinion that the
applicaion referred to should be denied. Respectfully

ubmitted. Yours very truly,
W. S. JENNINGS, General Counsel.

The Trustees having conveyed by error in deed No.
16115 to the Wisner Land Company, Lot 3, See. 34, T. 45
S R 25 E, and Lots 1 and 6, Sec. 1, T 18 S, R 32 E, the
Comnissioner of Agriculture was directed to issue deeds
tosai company embracing Se of Nei See. 29, T. 35 35 S, R
29 E in lieu of Lot 3, Sec. 34, T 45 S, R 23 E, and Lots 1
and 6 of Sec. 1, T 18 S, R 33 E, in lieu of Lots 1 and 6,
Sec. 1, T 18 S, R. 32 E, which in lieu tracts have been re-
conveyed by the Wisner Land Company to the Trustees.

The proposition submitted to the Trustees on or about
the 16th day of September, 1908, by Mr. Charles H. Scott,
elating to drainage of the Everglades by the cutting of

on hundred and fifty miles of canal, on a basis of sixty
cent. (60%) of the lands owned by the Trustees, etc.,

ih was referred to W. S. Jennings, General Counsel,
for xamination and report at meeting of the Trustees
held on October 1st, 1908; was again presented for con-

y Mr. Gaston Scott. The General Counsel foi
e ee being resent and rticipating in said con-



Charles . Scott nder consideration, for the drainage of
the Everglades on a basis, and for and in consideration of
sixty per cent. (60%) of the lands owned by'the Trustees
of tlhe Internal Improvement Fund be, and the same is
hereby declined, and the Secretary is requested to notify
Mr. Gaston Scott that said proposition has een de-
clined. It is further

Resaoved, That the opinion submitted by the
Counsel on this proposition, be recordedin the Minutes of
the Trustees, as follows:

Jacksonville, Florida, October 6th, 1908.

Trustees InterIna Improvement Fund, Tallahas8ee, Fla.
Gentlemen:

Proposition of Charles A. Scott to Drain the Ever-
glades.

It appears that on or about the 16th day of September,
1908, a formal written propostion was submitted to the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State
of Florida by Charles A. Scott, on the subject of draining
the Everglades, and that after discussion and considera-
tion of the proposition, it appears that further considera-
tion thereof was postponed awaiting my return from a
temporary absence from the State. In the meantime, I m
Mr. Scott in New York City, and hurriedly went over
proposition, which was the subject of a letter some
ago to you declining to go into the matter without t
having a conference with you on the subject to whic
an appointment was made for the 1st and 2d inst., i
which dates I was in Tallahassee for the purpoe of s
conferenee, where, upon my arrival I met one of the Scott

brothers. representing the proposition, and after devotIng



much time thereto during the first and second instant, it
was resolved by the Trustees in effect that the proposition

so submitted to the Trustees, be referred to' Ime as General
Counsel of the Trustees for further investigation, con-

snd an opinion as to the legal phases and ques-
s i lve in such proposition, with further request

rthe whole proposition in connection with
ternal Improvement Fund that the Trustees might

e opportunity of considering my judgment Qf the
osition, as well as my opinion upon its legal status,
Sto be delivered to me at such conference the orig-

al propositions of Mr. Scott, which is in words and
figures as follows, to wit:

THE CHARLES A. SCOTT PROPOSITION.

Tallahassee, Fla., September 16, 1908.

To the Trustees of the Intea Inn provement Fund of the

State of Florida, Tallahassee, Florida.

Gentlemen:

More than a year ago I submited a proposition through
ihe Governor to drain the Everglades for seventy-five per
cent. (75%) of the lands drained held by the Trustees.
This proposition was declined by the Governor.

Since that time I have made two more propositions, one
fr seventy per cent. and another for sixty-five per cent.
of the lands held by the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund. either of these were accepted.

Frm a careful investigation of all the data and in-
aton obtainable upon this subject, and after repeated

ews with parties asoiated with me, and with the
Swho have information onthis subject, I am con-

vinced that the area knownas the Everglades cannot be
ained for less than sixy per cent. of the

land in that area held by the Trustees of the Internal Im-
rovement Fundwhich I am informed amounts to approxi-

.r .^·



mately two million acres, therefore, I hereby propose and

agree with you as Trustees of the Improvement Fund of

1908, to enter into a more extended and formal contract
with you as Trustees, either in my own name
name f a corporation which I all organize, an
security in the sum of not less than one hundred tousand
dollars, said security to be gd and sufficient and ade
quate security for the enforcement of my contract.

And I, on my part, will undertake to finish and com-
plete a drainage canal or canals for the purpose of re-
claiming the lands in the Southern part of the State of
Florida, more particularly known as "The Everglades,"
in accordance with the plans and specifications hereto-
fore discussed and outlined and made by the Engineers of
said Trustees, comprising a canal or canals for said drain-
age purpose, aggregating somewhere about one hundred
and fifty miles long.

I, upon my part, will undertake to begin the work of
the digging of said canals within a reasonable time, not
later than April 1st, 1909, and prosecute said work with
due energy and diligence and complete the same within
ten years from that date, substantially in accordance with
plans and specifications heretofore referred to, provided
that you, as said Trustees of the said Internal Improves
ment Fund,for and in behalf of that Fund,will enter into a
formal and more extended agreement with me and my as-
signs to onvy to me or my assigns by good and sufficient
conveyances, sixty per cent. of all lands so reclaimed by
said drainage canal and improvements now owned and
controlled by the State of Florida and the Trustees of
said Fund and sixty per cent. of all revenue derived from
the drainage tax imposed and collected by the State of
Florida or said Board of Trustees from the owners io
lands affected and benefitted by said drainage f said
lands and more definitely and specifically described and
outlined upon the maps heretofore made by the Engineer
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ts of said Fund, and provided further, that
said Trustees, will covenant and agree to deposit

with some responsible banking house or intitu-
tion, deeds o conveyance, conveying sixty per cent. of

land so reclaimed held and owned by the State and
STstees, with the understanding and agreement that
or we, may withdraw a proportionate share of the

s so described after the completion of five per cent.
) of the total of said drainage canal. The proportion-
share of said lands which we are permitted to with-

raw to be in the area affected and improved by the
ad canal so completed.

This proposition, when accepted by your Board, to be
considered binding and obligatory upon you as said Trus-
tees of said Fund until said 15th day of November, 1908,
and upon your signifying your willingness to accept and
upon our furnishing a good and sufficient bond to the
said Trustees of one hundred thousand dollars, the said
Trustees of the said Internal Improvement Fund to agree
at any time before that date that they, as said Trustees,
will enter into a formal and more extended contract in
accordance with the terms of this proposition.

CHAs. A. ScoTT.

Legal Status.

The first general proposition to be considered, as it ap-
pears to me, is that portion of the communication where-
in Mr. Scott says that he is willing to unedrtake and fin-
ish and complete a drainage canal for the purpose of re-
claiming lands in the southern part of Florida, more par-
ticularly known as the "Everglades," in accordance with
the plans and specifications heretofore discussedd and out-
ined and made by the Engineers of said Trustees, com-

prising a canal or canals for said drainage purpose, ag-
gregating somewhere about one hundred and fifty miles
lng, for and in consideration of a good and sufficient
onveyane of sixty per cent, of all the lands that are
ecaimed bv said drainage canals and improvements now

y~~ PI1111



Tkere a two fetue to the are two f rsqtopinion, cannot te of Forida ad

cussion of them to state a concision, b
pose of this examination and .opinion they j
crated and ds psd dp of in the followving ene derie

State Land.
(a) "Lands owned and contolleed by the S tate

oFlorida" as distinguished from "Lands held byow

vested in the Trustees of the Internal Impro'Fund," embracing lands eserved and ed by the of sa

Board of Education which are not the subject of sa•contract, control or anagement by the Trustees of

Internal Improvemen Fund, to whom this proposition, iw

addressed, and therefore it is my opinion that such lands
n ononcannot be considered in connection th hese n

tions.
Drainage a.

(b) The drainage tax referred to, dou ntlenssgty di
the tax imposed under a clpter -, t aws th Flori
(1907), establishin drainae distct nin d p a videng
an annual tax of s fty cents fr acre, which isnotn
of the Internal anprovementr nd of the State
Florida, nor under the cfro r anas held by an
Trustees of the Internal Impovement nl of the
f Florida, to whom thi s resered and owneaddres s ed

.i not therefore, in my opinion, the subject of consi

ion ora disposition by the rstees of ttheh
prcannot be considered in connection with these negotia-

tlees.
1BPR.p:,n



General Proposition.

The general proposition above stated, after eliminating
the features (a) and (b), as above as not in my opinion

Spowers and duties of the Trustees of the In-
rovement Fund, appears to be a far-reaching

templating a radical change in the policy of the
Sinvolving the entire Fund, and a consideration of
position and questions incident thereto, calls for
S tion of the history of the Fund, and a final de-
by the Trustees as to the best plan for carrying

ct the trust imposed and vested in them in hand-
i hremainder and comparatively small portion and

t of a once magnificent domain coming to the
State under Act of Congress of September 28th. 1850.

History of the Fund.

Your familiarity with the history of the Fund is too
well-known to the writer to permit a review at any length,
but I feel impelled to refer briefly to it, without, however,
peial effort to a chronological plan of statement, yet,
ome reference that will recall to your minds same points

that have impressed me as being essential in the consid-
eration of the matter so presented. 4

Two Separate and Distinct Policies Pursued by the
Trustees.

-By contract with individuals or corporations.
2-To have the work done by the Trustees themselves.
From my study of the history of the Fund, its policies,

ments and dispositions, I submit there has been
Sseparate and distinct policies, which may be summar-

ized as follows:
(a) The first policy which seems to have been adopted

rustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, was
un akig to carry into effect the provisions of the

gress of eptember 28th 1850, under the pro-



iso and section twof said act, which read as follows:

S"Provided, however, that the proceeds of said land,

whether from sale or direct appropriation in kind, s
be appled, exclusiveleony, as far as necessary to the purpose
of relabiming said lands by means of Tr ees, ad dr
aforesaid, in conformity with which under the provisions
of Chapter 610, Laws of Florida, creating the

Improvem the us nd State of Florida, eand ei
ing Trustees of said Fund, in whom "said lands o th
fund arising from the sale thereof, after pa the ns
sary expenses of selection, management and sale,r
hereby irrevocably vested in five Trustees, there dsi
nated, and their successors in office, to hold the r saei
trust for the uses and puroses thereinafter provid
with the power to sell and tranf er said lands to the pur
chasers, and receive payment for the same, etc. as pro-
vided for in Section 2 of said Act, with the further pow-

ers and duties as provided for in Section 16 of said Act,
among them being the power to fix the price of the pub
lic lands included in the trust having ue regard to their
location, value for agricultural purposes, or on account

of timber or naval stores, and ake such arrageents fr
the drainage of the swamp and overflowed lands, as in
their judgment may be most advantageous to the In-

aterl Improvnent Fund and thee settlement an ultiv
tion of the land etc., and which f said law aPre also foun
in the General Statutes, was by means of contracts wi
private individuals or corporations.

Among the early contracts entered into by the Trus
of the Internal Improvement Fund of much magnitudeand h
was entered into in the early part of April, 1881, growing

out of a proposition made by Hamilton Disston for the

drainage and reclamation of the lands overflowed by the

waters of and adjacent to Lake Okeevhobee and the

Kissimmee River, Vol. 2, folio 432, Printed Minutes, Cou-
tract 463 ib. 437, ib. 480 ib. and 503 lb.

In this contract it was agreed, among other things, in

effecit that Disston and his associates undetake at their
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own expense and charge, to drain and reclaim by drainag
all overflowed lands of the State of Florida, practicable

and lying south of Township Twenty-three and east of
Peace Creek, belonging to the State of Florida, or said

Internal Improvement Fund, now subject to overflow by
Lak Okeechobee, the Kissimmee River and its branches,
lakes contiguous to said river, whose waters now

nt River or Lake Okeechobee, or into the Ca-
atchee River, or Miami River, or other outlets, by

canals, including both those already patented, as
well as those that may hereafter be patented to said State

United States, the said lands to be reclaimed and
drained and rendered fit for cultivation, by permanently

g and keeping reduced the waters of Lake Okee-
chbee, and thereby permanently lowering and keeping re-

'ed the high water level of said river, and by thus low-
ering the waters of said lake, creating an increased cur-
t in said river, and by the increased curredt thus cre-

ated causing the bed of said river to cut or wash out, and
by these means and by cutting off bends in said river to
further increase the current of said river and permanent-
ly confine the water-flow of said river within its natural

, and thereby effectually and permanently prevent
t overflow of its banks; it being understood and agreed

at the drainage, reduction or lowering of the waters of
Lake Okeechobee, may be made by a series of cuts or
anals from the waters of said lake to the Caloosahatchee
iver on the west, and by cuts and canals from said lake

eastwardly to the waters of the St. Lucie, or other avail-
le points, and also by cuts or canals southwardly to

e strea or streams through the Everglades, and also
cuts or canals on the southeast side of the Everglades

Sthe Miami River and to any small stream heading or
rng in the Everglades; provided, however, that no

or cuts shall be made, dug or constructed unless
Sbe necessary to reduce the waters of said Lake

Okeec ee, to effect the said object of drainage and• ... •E~·~ t n- al ~ ha~



in effect upon their part and their successors to pay, give'
grant, convey and deed the alternate sections of land, be-
longing to the State or to their Fund now patented, or
that may be hereafter acquired, within the limits of this
contract, which may be reclaimed and thus rendered fit
for cultivation; such lands to be conveyed in such quanti-
ties and at such times as may be justified by the progress
of the work, and will be equitable and just to the
parties hereto, it being mutually agreed that the policy
the Board of Trustees will at all times such as not
pay in excess of the work done, and yet to such extent
at such times as will facilitate and aid the faithful
formance of the covenants the venhe parties of the first pa
Vol. 2, page 466, Printed Minutes.

It will be observed from the provisions of this contr
that it embraces as a drainage district an area approx
mating 9,000,000 acres of land.

The Everglades Included.

The lands commonly referred to as the "Everlads

since described and patented to the State of Florida

the United States, it will be seenis a part of the land in

cluded in the foregoing contract, and to be drained a

reclaimed under the provisions thereof.

Lands Under Scott Proposition Included.

Likewise the lands embraced in the Scott Propositi

under consideration are included in the provisions of

foregoing con:ract.

Progr .s and Result.

Meager information may be gathered from the Mi

of the Trustees of the Internal mprove
ing the progress of the work and the result thereof, which,
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extraneous information to be supplemented
y pson observation and knowledge of a general
justify the estimation that approximately 90

miles of cana were constructed.

The Kissimmee Canals.

Under the provisions of the foregoing contract and
amn ts and supplements thereto, canals and cuts

a canal was cut from East Tohopekaliga Lake
Tohopekaliga 3.2 miles in length, 36 feet to 37

ide and from 4 feet to 7 feet deep; a canal was cut
he south end of Lake Tohopekaliga, known as

port, into Cypress Lake, 3.6 miles long, 70 feet wide
from 5 feet to 8 feet deep; a canal was cut from
res Lake to Lake Hafchinea, 2.4 miles long, 70 feet

e and 4 feet to 6 feet deep; a canal was cut from Lake
chinea to a point in the direction of and near Lake

ee about 36 feet wide; several cuts were made
cross loopsand bends in the river, approximately 2 miles

long, varying from 45 feet to 60 feet wide and from 2
feet to 6 feet deep, between Lake Kissimmee and Orange
Bluff, which is about 30 miles from the south end of
Kisimmee Lake; a canal was cut from a point on the

uthwest side of Lake Okeechobee, 25 feet wide and from
4 eet to 7 feet deep, for a distance of 2.57 miles, connect-
ing the waters of Lake Okeechobee with Lake Hicpochee;
a anal was cut from Lake Hicpochee to Lake Flirt, 4

les long 46 feet wide and 4 feet to 10 feet deep; and a
anal was cut from Lake Flirt westward, or a series of

cuts along and near this lake into the headwaters of the
loosahatchee River for a distance of 9 miles; from 40

to 50 feet wide and from 2 feet to 7 feet deep.
iels Report, 1887: After this the South canal was cut

miles long and 40 feet in width, making an approxi-
te total of 90 miles of canals cut, 70 miles of which be- /

in the vicinit he town of t Kissimmee, connecting
in lakes on the Kissimmee River in the Kissimmee

al, distance of approximately 300 miles northwest

<A•y < > <<<



of Lake Okeechobee, and upon an elevation and more than

100 feeti above the level of Lake Okeechobee, the nearest cut

thdirectrom, resulting in hia greater increased water flow intna

t fLake Okeechobee, instead o er e

waters ntherei as provided for in the icont

It wili be observed that there is no reference in sar

contracsult of te i e ssimee River nor the l
vicinity of t e Town of Kissimmee, co ecting h
faKissimmee River in the Kissimmee Vally nea
direction in whi said canals have bee c within they:
provision and plaiian of drainage to redc ac lo

territory making it permanently fit (or. cultivaton.

water of Lake Ok obs mae bynor the connecting of h
lakes in the Kissimmee Valley with the Kissimee i
the result of the lswork in the Kissimmee Valley had th

h effece it of temporarily reclaiming a few acres of lands und

into Lake OkeechOb which, hoever, have been a

favorable weather on o o when there was a compara

tively slight overflow, but without permanency, or

permanently reclaiming an considerable anreage of s
territory making it prend ermanently t for cltivation

The Caloosahatchee Canals.

Somf e progress was made by the cuing of a shallow

narrow canal from a point on the Coloosahatchee River,

cginning at ethe falls, near Fort Thompson, extendi

through Lake Flirt and from Lake Hispochee extending

into thLe aters ech obee, which, however, hae been a fail

under the provisions of said contract, inasmuch as theyive

have not been the means of permanently reclaiming an

draining and rendering fit fo cultivation any known acre-
age of the swamp and overflowed lands mentioned in said
contract, neither has it lowered nor kept permanently re-
duced the waters of Lake Okeechohee or reduced the water
level of said river.

The South Canal.

There is evidence of another effort on behalf of the con-
tracting parties under the provisions of said contract, and



a c a canal beginning at a point south of
ake Okeechobee, near the range line, dividing ranges 35

, ding southward about 10 miles in length, 40
feet wide and 8 feet deep, but this canal has no outlet, and

is otherwise ineffectual in lowering the water of Lake
ee ee, or to the reclaiming of an acre of land, even
; therefore it follows that no known or con-

Sacreage, exceeding by estimation 25,000 acres in

area of 9,000,000 acres embraced in said drain-
i t and contract has been reclaimed by means of
als, moreover, from the best information obtain-

able at this writing, the statement is justified that the
watr Lake Okeehobee and in the Everglades have not

beepermanently lowered or reduced by the cutting of
anals, as evidenced by the fact that the waters in
Okeechobee have been for some years past, and are
tepresent time equally h s high as during any period of

water at or before the date said contract was en-
dinto in the early part of the year 1881.

Lands Deeded.

Notwithstanding it is a matter of common knowledge

tht 652,711.80 acres of lands have been deeded by the

ru of the Internal Improvement Fund under said

t to the said drainage contractors, or the Atlantic

Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company,
cepte successor of Hamilton Disston and his as-

under said contract, and in addition thereto, suits
Sinstituted in the State Courts to compel you as
of the Internal Improvement Fund to deed 347,-
res of land claimed by the successor to the last

d ny under said contract, and amendments
o r reservations made incident thereto by



Florida Coast Line Canal and Transportation Company.

About the year 1880, the Florida Coast Line Canal and
Transportation Company, incorporated in May, 1881,
under an act of the Legislature of the State of Florida,
granting certain encouragement therein set forth, some-
times referred to as legislative land grant' prese
the Trustees for their consideration this Act, purporting
to grant lands to said canal company, which grant
referred to be considere in this connection with th
port. It would seem that the canal company exhi
drafts, profiles and diagrams sowig work already
and to be done by said canal company, and that profile o
the line of said canal was filed in the office of the Secr-
tary of State about April, 1885, showing indicated there
on the line of said canal in red ink, commencing at a poin
on the Matanzas River, ear St. Augustine, parallelin
the Atlantic Ocean and passing through the natura
waterways of the Halifax River, Magpolia Lagoon, In-
dian River, St. Lucie River, through Lake Worth into the
waters of Biscayne Bay. Vol. 4, page 9-10, Printed
Minutes.

Some progress has been made in the opening up of this
waterway during the past quarter of a century, th
navigable waters of which parallel the Atlantic Ocean, be-
tween the rock rim east of the Everglades and for a grea
or part of the distance the Atlantic being in easy vi
thereof, which natural waterways have been connected
means of a canal of an approximate average width of 7
feet, with sufficient average depth of water to accommo-
date light draft vessels drawing not exceeding 2 feet
water, which said depth of said canals being belo
level of the waters of the Atlantic Ocean, the constructi
of which seems to have been encouraged by these var
acts of the Legislature, from time to time, beginning p
to 1883, Vol. 4, page 14, Printed Minutes.

Seetion 1 of Chapter 3641, Laws of 1885, reads as fol
lows: "That the State of Florida hereby grants to
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Florida Coast Line Canal and Transportation Company
a suficiency of lands to make up the deficiency of the

hetofre made to it of 3840 acres per mile, caused
on account of Spanish and other grants con-

tiguousand the water of the Atlantic Ocean adjacent to
it on the east interfering, the said deficiency to be de-
t d by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
and the amount found to be due said company to be

s by said company from even and odd numbered
s lying nearest to its line of improvements, not to
d ten miles, for making navigable for an extended
rce at all seasons and stages of water the lagoons

Sreks and rivers, for their whole length, by dredging
hallow places or oyster and sand bars, which now

ent it." This grant was extended from time to time to
5 when the act purporting to extend said grant was
d by Governor Broward.

It appears from the Minutes of the Trustees of the In-
ternal Improvement Fund, that these Legislative land
grants were presented from time to time, together with
their acceptance, to the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund for approval and compliance therewith, as also
with other questions, such as was presented in the com-
munication as of the 14th of March, 1889, in which the
Trustees were requested to pass upon the question as to
whether sad company under said legislative land grant of
February 6, 1885, will be entitled to lands for the entire
itance between the terminal points of its canal, inelud-

in the natural waterways already navigable which it will
onect, or only to lands for the mileage of actual work

ein opening channels over flats and shoals, widening
Sdepening creeks and rivers, and cutting out land
de between such natural waterways so as to connect

Vol. 4, page 20, Printed Minutes.

pon the consideration of this question, it was resolved
e Trustees that the canal company would only be

to lands on a computed mileage of constructed
natua waterway not to be included, which reso-



" 'dnt ofw this contract, before it n
urt' he reeene a ade t thet sme popsition

he will be c rof nted with but one ral iply, what was the pum ose of this canal? aim I roposi

and transportation, according to the acts e of the>.Islature, and many references thereto in cident to thiM
Trustees, it was clearly ofutside of thmen, d r ana

t f the grant under ct o Conre s of Septs e 28,e full
compgrantihen , and at the end thereof it lands within the at
of Floria to the State for the purpose of draina c mera

rclamnation under the provision of Chapter 60 Lawegis
Florida, creating the Board of n Trste es of the al
Improvement Fund prescribing their psoer, aduties
manner of disposition of the lands, wherein in the

language of which law it is made the duty of the Trustees
to fix pic the the public fl lan ds include in the trst,
and to make suc arrangements for the drainage of sw• n
and overflowed lands a in their j Tutees may e mostald-
Ivantagenos to the Iterna I hmprvement Fw nd, dusand
ettlement an cultivation of the lands, w i t.

Resu. s

The result of this work extending over a quaer of
century, notwithstanding ihe cutting of the sTr eeal
tons, c ct canals ich for the pu rposes oft t
opinion may be admigements fo s es or ainag wa

tion of light d~aft craft for the transpti of nonperishable freight, ands as in their judgmmallent ma be mosita

livakewiseos to the te poemetsettlement and cultivation of the land.

V~~l
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eXcelled as a ailure, for with the exception of a vef~y : few
hundred ars, in the immediate vicinity of and abutting

the canal, o lands have either been drained or recimed

Lands Deeded.

For the work upon these canals, and presumably under
Sas of the Legislatur e aforesaid, the Trustees of the
S proveent Fund, from time to time, prior to

eeded to said canal company 595.778.63 acres of
Sand overflowed lands of said Fund, and subse-

to 1905, I understand, additional and supple-
m y contts were entered into by and between the

s and the .aid company, and that other landd have
Sdeeded said company in settlement of its cliim

fo nd in consid'rat~on of their works contracted to be
erred by it. As to these last named contracts, I mn
n fficiently familiar with the facts, and have not at

Ssufficient data to make further report thereon.

lorida East Coasto Drainage and Sugar Company.

On or about February, 1898, a proposition was submit-
to the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund on
lfof J. R. Parrott, J. E. Ingham, J. E. Murray, J. M.
macher, G. R. Pride and R. E. Rose, afterwards in-
rated as the Florida East Coast Drainage and Sugar

pany, for a drainage contract to be agreed upon for
all of the unsurveyed lands granted to the State of
Florida under the Act of Congress of September 28, 1850,

th of Township 46 and east of Range 37, which was
owed by the Trustees executing a contract with the

parties and associates, under date of June 29, 1898,
provided, among other things, that said parties and

t suessors will undertake to drain and reclaim at
own expense, all of the unsurveyed lands granted to

t e of Florida by the Act of Congress of September
S1 g and being south of the township line divid-
i whip 46 and 47 and east of the range line divid-



dividing Townships 58 and 59 south and west of the range
line dividing Ranges 41 and 42 east to the north line of

:I ; * ,•,•• :. *i

Township 52 south and thence west of a

the exterior lines of the government survey as
State map filed and Aade a part of said agreement
gating 800,000 acres of land, said contract providing
the drainage and reclamation of said lands by means
cuts, dykes and canals, work to begin within six month
after the execution and delivery of said contract; that
there should be excavated 200,000 cubic yards during ea
year of said contract, and in addition to the expeditr
by the parties of the first part, incident to the drainage
and reclamation of said lands, they agreed to pay the sum
of 25 cents per acre for such lands as shall be conveyed
under said agreement; it was further agreed on behalf of
the Trustees that they would not convey less than 20,000
acres in any one deal and before conveyance 200,000
cubic yards of excavation for drainage and reclamation
purposes shall have been made, but whenever it shall ap-
pear that any of said lands have been thus earned and
said purchase price is tendered therefor, good and suf-
ficient deeds of the existing title of the State of Florida,
shall thereupon be made and executed therefor. Vol. 4,
page 440, Printed Minutes. This contract was extended
upon application of the Florida East Coast Drainage and
Sugar Company in December, 1900, two years from that
date. Vol. 5, page 32, Printed Minutes.

Progress and Results.

I have not at hand sufficient information, nor is the
same obtainable from the Minutes of the Trustees to form
an opinion as to the progress resulting under this con-
tract embracing as it does approximately a contract for
the drainage of 800,000 acres of land transferring the co.
trol thereof under the provisions ofsaid contract to the
said canal company, for a period including its extensio
of approximately years, but as far as I have been ab
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to ascertain from the Minutes of the Trustees, not a
single cubic yard of earth has been removed, or any other

defte effort made to drain and reclaim any part of the
land so contracted to be drained by means of said cuts,
canals or dykes.

few other contracts have been entered into from
time to time between the Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund and proposed canal and drainage com-

p , which it is not deemed necessary to consider here.
citations and references are merely made to call

your attention to the leading features under the first
amed policy of the Trustees to reclaim swamp and

overflowed lands by means of contracts with private in-
dividuals and corporations.

Railroad Land Grant Contracts.

Several acts of the Legislature were passed, making
land grants to railroads and canal companies, which I
shall not undertake to enumerate here, all of which are to
be found in the printed laws and easily accessible, a few
instances may be cited, however, in this connection.

Among the early legislative enactments purporting to
grant swamp and overflowed lands to railroad companies
of the domain granted to the State of Florida under Act
of Congress of September 28th, 1850, was contained a pro-
vision, amongst others, to the effect that the State of
Florida grants to the said railroad * * * ten thou-
sand (10,000) acres of land for each mile of road which
it may construct, of lands granted to the State under Act
of Congress September 28th, 1850, subject, however, to all
of the trusts to which said fund is applicable and subject
under the act approved January 6, 1855. (Sec. 5, Chap-
ter X170) (Sec. 7, Chapter 3171) (Sec. 11, Chapter 3173.)
And a similar provision in apparently all of the enact-
imnts or laws touching on the subject, either in the acts
themselves or by the General Statutes on the subject en-

S1881, Chapter 3326, Section 240, Revised Statutes of



in these smaller land grants, was the plan to reclaim and
make fit for cultivation the swamp and overflowed land
belonging t he Internal Improvement Fund, such pro
vision is followed by one of these evarious acts granting
alterTate sections of land lying on each side and within
six miles of the railroad to be constructed by s co
pany setc., "rhovied, that said compny compis i
the provisions of an Act providing for the encouragement
of a liberal system of Internal Improvement in this State
approved January 6th, 1855, and the amendments thereto
as to the manner of constructing the roads and drainagl
Many similar provisions could be cited, but'these are nf-
ficient to show that such enactments must have been upon
the theory that these legislative grants were in aid of the
drainage and reclamation of the swamp and overflowed
lands of the State within the meaning of the Act of Con-
gress of September 28, 1850, and of the provisions of Chap-
ter 610, Laws of Florida, vesting the legal title to the lands
in the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund and
their successors in office with an expressed trust to be per-
formed under the powers granted and duties prescribed,
the main trust being the drainage and reclamation of the
swamp and overflowed lands of the State of Florida.

Contractual Force.

The evident observance by the then Trustees of some
contractual force of such legislative land grants to rail-
road companies for the purpose, as expressed in said
grants. "to aid in constructing said railroads and drain-
age," is apparent.

Progress and Results.

Thereupon, certain railroad companies proceed to copn

struct many miles of railroad, apparently under the
visions of these legislative grants of lann d received
deeds to a large area of the s and overflow
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of the Internal Improvement Fund by the Trustees there-
ofaggregatig approximately 8,000,000 acres of land

leavng balance claimed by the railroads and their as-
n in 1900 of upwards of 5,500,000 acres of land

which was approximately that acreage in excess of the
totacreage then patented to the State.

Certificates.

addition to the lands heretofore granted to the
vaous railroad companies referred to, as having been
deed, certain certifications were issued from time to
e, about the year 1888, of which there remained out-
nding at the close of the year 1900 upwards of 700,000

res so contracted in aid of said railroads. The standard
rm of these certificates being to recite in the preamble to

he various acts of the Legislature as heretofore referred
to, granting said acres of lands to said railroad com-
panies, that in consideration of the premises and in con-
formity with the Act of the Legislature af said, do
hereby certify that said railroad company (naming it) is
entitled to said lands, particularly describing the same
therein, whenever the same shall have been patented by the
U•nited States under Act of. Congress of September 28,
1850, and that upon receipt of such patent by the State
the said Trustees will convey said lands to the said com-
pany, its successors and assigns, etc.

Results.

The result of these undertakings by the railroads under
hese grants of aid to the feature of drainage and reclama-

tion of swamp and overflowed lands under the grants
cited, has been so diminutive that no record has been
made that I have ever been able to find.

Litigation.

You are not unmindful of the fruitful source of litiga-
tion that followed these contractural undertakings here-



in above cited, it has not only been prolonged and ex-
pesive to the Fund, but has at times the appearance of
imperilling the entire Fund.

Summary.

Without further inquiry or citation, it would
that under the first policy named, and apparently
the provisions of the contracts entered into by the Lei
lature of the State of Florida and the Trustees of the
ternal Improvement Fund looking to the drainage and
reclamation of the swamp and overflowed lands under the
provisions of said acts and Federal and State laws and
amendments thereto, the accomplishment and cost thereof
may be summarized as follows:

(a) That there has been constructed approximately
90 miles of unsuccessful drains and canals.

(b) The temporary or partial drainage and reclama-
tion of an area of land not exceeding 100,000 acres of
land under the contractural system during a quarter of a
century.

(c) Thatthe Internal Improvement Fund has con
tributed under said contractural instruments by duly ex-
ecuted deeds to said railroad and canal companies up-
ward of 1'0,000,000 acres of land not including 700,000
acres or more held in certificates issued to sad railroad
companies.

II. Drainage and Reclamation by the Trustees Them-
selves.

The second policy adopted by the Trustees of the In-

ternal Improvement Fund was to drain and reclaim the
swamp and overflowed lands under their own supervision
and direction. It must be apparent to your minds, that
for many years prior to 1901, there were no considebl
number of acres of land available in the Internal Improve-

·i ··~,·;j~, ·i 4
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ent Fund, that comparatively few acres in the Fund
were covered by reservations of the Trustees, deeds in
srow or certificates, and in most instances claimed by
tw or more contesting claimants under alleged land

and not until the Everglades patent was pro-
urd 1903, was there a sufficient acreage available in
Fund to attract any attention, or to justify any
Sapplication thereof to the main purpose of the

d, it being exhausted.

"The Everglades."

As stated, in 1903, a patent was procured for approxi-
tely 2,800,000 acres of land lying south of Lake Okee-

hobee, and commonly referred to as "The Everglades."
he lands embraced in this patented area and, notwith-
tanding the fact that it was this particular land that

Senator Westcott had in mind when he introduced a bill
in the United States Senate upon the subject of the grant
of the swamp and overflowed lands lying south of Lake
Okeechobee, to the State of Florida for the purposes of
reclamation, about 1847, which resulted in the agitation
of the question and the passage of the Act of Congress of
September 28, 1850, of all the swamp and overflowed lands
in the various States to the States, for the purpose of
drainage, under which Act upwards of 20;000,000 acres of
land was granted to the State of Florida, by Congress,
the primary purpose being to reclaim the Everglades, of
which large domain more than 10,000,000 acres have been
deeded to railroad and canal companies, under these
variousgrants, the Everglades, from Lake Okeechobee
outhward for fifty miles, embracing a territory approxi-

mating 3,000,000 acres of land remain inundated, unre-
claimed, uninhabited and unimproved, the condition be-
ing the same as prior to said land grant to the State, or
the century preceding.

Administration Ending 1905.

Dring the remainder of the State administration end-
anuary, 1905, after the patent to the Everglades was



into by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund,
answering demands made by claimants under said land
grants, and litigation to compel such conveyance of said
lands which followed.

Subsequent to 1905, during the present amini
the litigaion, as you are aware, was continued
which resulted in Judge Swayne in the Fedal Co
holding in effect, that the Trustees of the Internal
provement Fund were empowered to, and he proceed t
authorize the Trustees to sell lands of the Fund and ap
ply the proceeds thereof, under their own direction,to the
drainage and reclamation of said swamp and overflowed
lands of the Fund, by purchasing and operating modern
dredges of great capacity in the cutting of drains and
canals, which was followed by settlement of the important
and pressing litigation effecting the title to the lands of
the Fund.

Modern Dredges Constructed and Installed Under Sup-
ervision of the Trustees.

In the meantime, during the remainder of the present
administration, the Trustees having determined upon the
policy of purchasing the material and causing to be con-
structed under their own supervision, modern dredg of
great capacity, and installing them under their own diree
tion in New River, near Fort Lauderdale, and operating
them in the drainage of the "Everglades." The first f
said dredges constructed and operated named "The Ever-
glades," cutting a canal from New River into the Ever-
glades, approximately 60 feet wide and 10 feet deep, in
westerly direction. A few months later, a second dredge,
the "Okeechobee," was launched, and proceeded to
south fork of theriver, and began operations in
dirction, about a mile and a half south of the Dredge
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Everglades," it being the proposed policy of the Trus-
es to have these two dredges to proceed towards and to

at a distance approximately f three miles
a and thence northwesterly from said Pine Island

miles apart towards Lake Okeechobee, and from
t information obtainable at this writing, it ap-

p at these two dredges are proceeding in their op-
eran of excavation and dredging through the muck
of the Everglades at the rate of about 100 feet per

day each, or one-half mile per month each, reclaiming as
proceed, the land lying between the canals so cut by

said dredges of approximately 3 miles, and extending a
h mile north of the canal cut by the Dredge Everglades,

d for a half mile south of the canal cut by the Dredge
hobee, which is equivalent to a total width of up-

wardsof six miles in width of land being reclaimed as
these two dredges proceed westward.

I am advised that it is the policy of the Trustees, and
within their present plans of reclamation under their di-
rection, to have these two dredges continue their journey
to Lake Okeechobee by Pine Island, proceeding from

which point thence at a distance between the two dredges
of approximaely 6 miles, which will, it is estimated, re-
claim the lands between the two canals so cut, and also
for a distance of 3 miles on the north and south side of
the respective dredges, making a total of approximately

townships in width of reclaimed lands as these two
dges proceed towards Lake Okbechobe, a distance of

approximately 40 miles, thus definitely reclaiming as a
minium a little upwards of 300,000 acres of land. The

timated cost per mile for each dredge is 3,000.00, or
0,000.00 for the two dredges for the entire distance

ength of the two proposed canals, the same being ap-
tely 85 cents per acre in round numbers, allowing
Sper acre for extra expenditure, the total estimate

d be $300000.00, or 1.00 per acre as a minimum



The resulting effect of these two large caneneralals of the

pates the lowerbing oable, the waters of Lake Okeethobee

l"mean mimnxm 1

withdraw from that e o 10 e ntire territory lying south of Lake

Okeechobee, or the entire length of said canals for an av-
era0e width of 40 miles, approximating 1,000,000 acres of

over the remaining 2of00,000 acres owned by the i Fund

SSu n o ho mmatery.

To summarize the general proposition, according to

best information obtainable, the Scott proposition would
mean a minimum expenditure based either upon the cal •-

0lations as stated of 150 miles of canals or 450,000.00 o

S1200,000 acres of land upon completion of his
leaving the State 0 pr cnt; 80,O0 *aces, ati

lay600,000 nd the division of all laf nds owne by the rustees,
to say nothing of those eliminated on legal grounds from

the proposition, on an estimated valuation of say $2 per
acre, would entitle ar. Scott, under his proposition, to 60
per cent. of the value of say 1,200,000 ares of land,
$2,000,000 for an estimated expenditure of $450,000.00,
1,200,00 acres of land upon completion of his contract
leaving the State 40 per cent.; 800,000 acres, valued at
$1,600,'000 upon the same basis of reclaimed lands, should
his contract be successful at the end of his contract term,
or, on the other hand, upon reclamation, should the land
be worth $10 per acre, it would mean that Mr. Scott's 60
per cent. would be worth $12,000,000.00, and the State's
40 per cent. $8,000,000.00.

Drainage and Reclamation by the Trustees.

On the other hand, should the Trustees continue their
drainage and reclamation operations on the basis that
they are now operating, and cut the same milea
canals at an expenditure of say $150,000, with the pro-
ceeds of say less than 250,000 res of lands at $2 per
acre producing this amount of oney this would leave in

l~j~~~~~ll~4
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e Fund of the Trustees operating under their own direc-
1on upon completion of the reclamation, 1,750,000 acres

Official Responsibilities.

As i the beginning of this paper, the general
contemplated a transaction embracing the

d, which to carry into effect would transfer the
management of the drainage and reclamation op-

from the Trustees to the contractors, there being
ands or properties of the Fund of sufficient

under which the Trustees could undertake
inage and reclamation work, and which would

, it appears to me, in the exhaustion of the pro-
o of the law creating the Fund and would impair

of the Trustees incident to the management
trolling the Internal Improvement Fund. Such a
step may, or may not be within the scope of the
and duties vested in the Trustees of the Internal

m ment Fund. However this may be, I am deeply
ressed with the idea that it would not be in line with
purpose of the Legislature within its wisdom creating
Internal Improvement Fund, who designated these
treted high State officials with the responsibility
e management of the Fund.
Sa not unmindful of the manifold duties imposed

the State officials, that have been designated as
of the Internal Improvement Fund by law, the

ture has from time to time created various boards
burdened them with the control and management of

s institutions and departments of the State's gov-
which practie has continued until the many re-
ties and duties thus imposed have become ex-

y burdensome, and those who have full knowledge
Sextraordinary requirements of the Official posi-

held can well appreciate your consideration of
Sw appearto tend to relieve you of some of the

ibii so ast upon you, but after a full con-



sideration of the proposition under the terms and condi-
tions suggested, I fail to find that under the contract go
contemplated your responsibilities would be made lighter,
in handling the drainage and reelamation work under the
proposed contract therein contained, and having the work
done under your own direction and supervision
the contract proposed, you would part with the direction
of the work in a measure for a definite period of tim
should the management become unsatisfactory you would
be dependent upon the slow process of enforci he
fillment of the contract that might e under dispute.

On the other hand, while conducting the drinage o
erations directly, should the same become unsatisfact
or extravagant, you have the power , and, of course,
would be your duty to change the management, which i
at once the simplest and most direct way of handlin
transactions involving such great responsibility and o
such magnitude.

The drainage of the Everglades is dependent upon the
cutting of sufficient canals to permanently lower the
waters of Lake Okeechobee. The proposed contract c
ering as it does a limited mileage of canals, namely one
hundred and fifty (150) miles is not considered suflicient
to permanently lower the waters of Lake Okeechobee, an
the water level of the Everglads.

Hence, it appears imperative to the best management of
the Fund and the discharge of the great responsibilit
and trust resting upon the Trustees, that they should re-
main free in the discharge of said duties, powers anm
trusts to continue operations or be free to enter in

further contracts or to make further effort unde their own

direction superior to any contact that they could m

in oder to facilitate the work of permanently lowering t
waters of Lake Okeechobee as heretofore planned by the
Trustees, to a depth of from three to four feet, and at

same time permanently lower the water level of a

depth over the entire area of the lands commonly refe

to as the Everglades.

• /: 8 ·U;
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Conclusion.
. ..

It is therefore y judgment and opinion that the Trus-
ternal Improvement Fund should not ac-

on submitted by Mr. Scott, or enter into
involving the entire acreae a a of land owned by

Ssale thereof or contract to deed the same
for services to be rendered in the drainage and
e of the lands of the Fund, and further that
tion placed upon the work 'contemplated would
sonable compensation or consideration for con-
ch a large acreage of land as the Scott proposi-

templates. That the Trustees of the Internal Im-
t Fund should continue the policy adopted in
agement of the present work of drainage and

l ion, or demand a much larger valuation, either
ey as a purchase price for lands couples with the

ract for drainage and reclamation or continue the
operations under their own management, to the

that the remnant of the Internal Improvement Fund
be economically and frugally utilized, expended and

lied to the purposes under the trust, and accomplish-
t of the trust, the main one being the ultimate drain-
and reclamation of the'swamp and overflowed lands

expressed in the Act of Congress of September 28th,
and the Act of the Legislature, Chapter 610, Laws

Forida. Respectfully submitted,
W. S. JENNINGS,

Counsel for Trustees.

M.alter . Comfort, of New York City, appeared
St Trustees and submitted a proposition hereto-

rep to W. S. Jennings, as agent of the Trustees,
elating to'the purchase of certain lands in Dade County,

tion is in words and figures as follows:



Referring to the several negotiations h eretofo re coal
sidered by us relating to the purchase of ce
the Everglades, and their several canes and modif
tions, I beg to submit the following proposi
consideration of yourself and the Trustees of the
Improvement Fund, namely: That I will purchase Se
tions 6 and 7 and the west half ofSections 18,
in Township 53, Range 41; and Se+ of Ee} of
and Sections 34, 35 'and 36, and the south half
south half of Section 27; and the south half of the
half of Section 25, in Township 53, Range 40; Secti
10 and 15, except Sel of Sw Sec. 14, in Towns
Range 40; aggregating ten sections, or six thousan
hundred and twenty-two thirteen one hund
(6422.13) acres, all being south and east of the
hassee Meridian, and situated in the County of
State of Florida, and to pay therefor at the rate of
dollars per acre, one-half of said purchase money to
paid upon deposit of good and sufficient deed of the
and unincumbered title to said lands, in escrow, in
Barnett National Bank of Jacksonville, Florida. T
maining half of said purchase money to be paid on
fore the 15th day of December next, without intere

In making this proposition for a smaller area
contained in former negotiations and contracts with
I desire to express the view formed after greater c
eration of the problems and circumstances surroui
the purchase, that it would be more in line with y
ment to expend a larger sum upon the improveme
property purchased, immediately, rather than to
the greater amount of the funds available un
ganization for the purpose f this purase f
area of land it being our purposeto expend forty or fift



immediate improvement of some of the lands so pur-
hsed, which will have some general -effects on adjacent

lands.

WALTER R. COMFORT.

Up on consderation of said prposition it was resolve
u i s vte of the Trustees that said proposition

the same is hereby accepted, and the salesman of
ds of the Internal Improvement Fund is herey au-

riz and requested to cause to be prpareda a deed in
form to Mr. Walter R. Comfort, of New York City,

above described lands, in accordance with said
proposition.
Mr. Walter R. Comfort presented a written request for
rmission to cause to be placed certain pipes and gate-

Sduring the cutting of a proposed canal extending
the Miami River through certain sections named in

i letter, which letter is in words and figures as follows:

STallahassee, October 12, 1908.

rutees Internal Improvement Fund, Tallahassee,
Florida.

Gentlemen:

Referring to our conversation of yesterday, relating to
utting of canals through lands purchased from you, I
esire to inform you that it is my purpose to cause to be
urnished to the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
und, pipes and gateways connecting laterals with the

ain proposed canal that is to be cut as proposed through
sections in Township 53, Range 41, and Tp. 53, R.

0, abutting a portion of the lands so purchased from
d pipes and gateways to be placed during the

progress of cutting said canals, at such places as I may
Sto be dignated from time to time, with the under-



canals. And, in order to have the matter definitely be-
fore me, Iwould thank you to advise me of your grant-
ing to me of this request.

Very truly yours,
WALTER R. COMFORT.

Upon consideration of this request of Mr. Walter
Comfort, same is hereby granted, and the Secretary is
hereby instructed to furnish him with a copy of th
resolution.

Tallahassee, Fla., October 14, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

Mr. Gaston Scott 'presented a proposition in writing
under date of Tallahassee, Florida, October 14, 1908, re-
lating to the purchase of approximately one million nine
hundred thousand acres of lands, less five hundred thou-
sand acres, reserved by the Trustees as therein stated, and
a further contract relating to the drainage-and reclama-
tion of the Everglades by cutting of approximately two
hundred and sixteen miles of drainage canals, as therein
stated, each to be ten feet deep, sixty feet wide, which
proportion is in words and figures as follows, to wit:

Tallahassee, Fla., October 14, 1908.
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida,

Tallahassee, Florida.
Gentlemen:

Having been advised that proposition submitted by
Charles H. Scott about the middle of September last,
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lating to the drainage of the Everglades has not been
epted. I beg to submit for our further consideration
t proposition on behalf of myself and as,

Purchase.

We desire to purchase a large area of the lands
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund

tory known as the Everglades of Florida, and
to en into a contract to establish a comprehensive

system, and to cut canals and drains of sufficient
dimensions and capacity to permanently lower the waters
o e Okeechobee to a depth of three feet below the

of the earth at the south rim or bank of said Lake
Okeechobee. With this in view, I hereby offer to purchase
all of the lands now owned bythe Trustees of the Internal

vement Fund, approximately one million nine hun-
d thousand acres, heretofore conveyed to the State of

da by patent from the United States, issued about
l 19, 1903, known as the Everglades Patent, except
hundred thousand acres reserved by the Trustees of

the I. I. Fund, beginning in Township 50 and extending
on the eastern portion of said Everglades in alternate dl-
visions, to be agreed upon hereafter, to Lake Okeechobee,
and will agree, in connection with this contract, to pay

said lands the sum of one dollar per acre, one-fourth
of said purchase money to be paid upon the execution and

very of good and sufficient deed of conveyance of said
lands; the remainder of the purchase money to be pay-
able in equal, semi-annual payments, covering a period
f five years, to be evidenced by promissory notes se-
uredby first mortgage on all of the said lands so con-

veyed, with usual covenants of forfeiture for non-pay-
nt; the deferred payments to bear interest at the rate

of five per cent (5%) per annum from date until paid.

Drainage System.

nd-We hereby offer, in connection with this propo-
to establish a comprehensive drainage system for

g~fe~ranr oft~erhs oey yob a



of said Lake Okeechobee on the south side thereof, uni-

formly, the south side of the lake to be defined as the south

the east, where the south township line of Township 41

waters of Lake Okeechobee, by means of cutting a system
of canals, namely:

(a) By digging, constructing and maintaining a al
from the waters of Lake Okeechobee on theeast i an
erly direction to St. Lucie Sound, or tide water of the At-
lantic Ocean on the east, ten feet deep and sixty feet wide
with an estimated distance of 36 miles.

(b) A canal from a point on the south shore of Lake
Okeechobee to the present north canal cut by the Trustees
of the I. I. Fund, near Lauderdale, in Township 50, ten
feet deep and sixty feet wide, an estimated distance of
fifty miles.

(c) To dig a canal from the waters of Lake Okeecho-
bee into the Caloosahatchee River on the west side, tep
feet deep and sixty feet wide, an eitimated distance of
thirty miles, and to deepen and straighten by dredge the
upper end of the Caloosahatchee River to a width and
depth of equal capacity to said canal dimensions and cut,
to a point in said river to where the capacity of said river
is equal to that of said dimensions and capacity of said
canal; said river cuts and improvements extend into the
Calooshatchee River, a distance of ten miles.

(d) A canal from the waters of Lake Okeechobee on the
south, at a point not nearer than six miles, to the rst-
named canal, to extend southward from the south shore of
Lake Okeechobee, extending in a southerly d
through the Everglades to the waterso of the Guf o



at Shark River, a depth of ten feet and sixty feet wide, ai
estimated distance of sixty miles.

(e) From the waters of Miami River westward and
on the eastern hal of the Everglades to t

canal now being cut by the Trustees of the I. I.
in township 50, near Lauderdale, ten feet dep and

x feet wide, an estimated distance of thirty feet in

f) To cut a canal ten feet deep and sixty feet wide
the tide waters of the Atlantic Ocean at a point in

e Hillsborough River, of the capacity and depth of such
dimenions through the line of the channel of the said
Hillsborough River, through the rock rim on the east side
of the Everglades, to a point into the muck lands of the
Everglades where the rock is not nearer the top of surface
of the land than ten feet, an estimated distance of ten
miles.

(g) To cut a canal 'beginning in the waters of the
Atlantic Ocean at the intersection of Cypress Creek in
township 49, at tide waters of the Atlantic Ocean, and
cut a canal ten feet deep and sixty feet wide in a westerly
S diretion along the channel of said Cypress Creek, into
S he rock rim running on the east shore of the Everglades
into the muck lands of the Everglades, to a point where the
rock does not extend within ten feet of the surface of the
land, an estimated distance of ten miles.

(h) From the waters at the intersection of Arch Creek
in township 52 with the tide waters, through Arch Creek,
a depth of ten feet, sixty feet wide, through the rock rim
on the eastern shore of the Everglades, into the muck
lands at a point where the rock is below ten feet from the
surface of the earth, or to the intersection of the canal

eretoforereferred to, extending from Miami River north-
ard to the South Canal near Lauderdale, an estimated
stance of ten miles

Thecross-section of the canals above enumerated is



'estimated to be of sufficient capacity to permanently lower-
the waters of Lake Okeechobee and the entire areas of the
lands now owned by the Trustees of the 1. 1. Fund to a
depth of between three and four feet below the niform
common level of said south rim or bank of Okeechobee and
the level of the lands in the Everglades.

The foregoing proposition is presented as a general
proposition, the dimensions, depth, -width, and lenth t
be understood to mean the required crossection o
capacity necessary for the accomplishment of the purpo
in view, namely, the permanent lowering of the water
level of Lake Okeechobee and the Everglades to a depth
approximately four feet below the surface of the lands
referred to.

The location of said canals to be determined and made
under direction of the Trustees of I. I. Fund, from time
to time, by skilled engineer to be employed and paid by
them, with the further understanding that should the
Trustees determine, upon further advices of their en-
gineers, the routes indicated and other problems to be
considered and determined by engineers, to change th
dimensions of either of said canals, then, in that event.
they would be empowered to do so, and to determine
where excavations of the aggregate quantities of earth
to be removed or cuts to be made for the cutting and con-
struction of canals at such other places as may be deter-
mined upon from time to time by the Trustees, would
become a part of such undertaking and contract on our
part; provided, that such changes should be made prior
to the beginning of any work or expense incident thereto
by the said contractors.

The specifications to be determined upon after full
investigation of the routes above indicated by the Trus-
tees of I. I. Fund, within a reasonable time after notice
from the contractors of their readiness to begin work of
cutting canals on any particular route; the canals to be
cut as determined upon by the Trustees from time to
time, and under their supervision and direction.



S t guarantee the performance of .our ,part (.of

t otract, we agree to enter into a good and suffi-
nd and provide acceptable sureties in the sum

ne hundred thousand dollars for the faithful and
performance of our part of such agreement,

d undertake the work outlined above within six
mnths from the first day of January, 1909; work to be

by the installation of modern dredges of large
paity, the number to be determined upon by the con-

tors, and continue in workmanlike manner-of suffi-
ient capacity to perform a tenth part of the estimated
ork under said contract, each year thereafter, the entire

work to be completed in a workmanlike manner subject
to the approval of the Trustees of I. I. Fund, within a
period of ten years from the first of January, 1909.

Should this general proposition be considered favorably
by the Trustees, we will agree to enter into a formal, defi-
nite contract covering these negotiations, by the 20th day
of December, A. D. 1908, same to be acompanied by bond
for the faithful performance thereof, as above mentioned.

Upon considering the foregoing proposition of Gaston
Scott, it 'appearing to be in the interest of and an ad-
vantageous proposition to the Internal Improvement
Fund, and acceptable to the Trustees it is therefore

esolved, That the said proposition for the purchase of
the lands referred to in said proposition and the contract
for the drainage and reclamation of the Everglades :as
therein stipulated be, and the same is hereby accepted,
with the understanding that a definite contract is to be
prepared in line with said proposition and in conformity
therewith and to be entered into by Gaston Scott and his
associates on or before the 20th day of December, A. D.
1908; payment for the lands and 'bond for the faithful
performance of the contract to be entered into to be pro-

ided and furnished on or before the 20th day of Decem-
er, . D. 1908; otherwise this acceptance shall be of no

her binding force and effect upon the Trustees of the
g·~,:·,,



linoperative as of the date of December 20, 1908.
: Resolved, furthe:r That the Secretary furnish Mr. Gas,

.' tr. Comfort, 6,422 acres .at t doll• •

ton Sott a certiid cm ofthree the foreegoing solutin

propostll ion( so presented. senteda u

The account of W. S. Jennings, agent for the Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund, for compensation for
s ervices rendered in connection with the egotiati: onsan
sale of large tracts of Everglades land to R. P. Davie,
aggregating 27,480 acres, at two dollars per acre; and
Walter B. Comfort, 6,422 acres at two dollars per acre;
for the sum of three thousand three hundred and ninety
dollars ($3,390.00), was presented and upon motion for
adoption being put by the chairman, the vote was: Yeas,
Messres. Croom, McLin and Broward; nay, Mr. Knott; so
the account was ordered paid.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Oct. 16, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

First payment on the contract made with the Tampa
Foundry and Machine Company, dated August 17 1908,
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ll for dredges, said payment amounting to $10,000
ngdu, te Secretary was d ireted to draw cheeks for

"ame.

then adjourned.

W . M cINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Oct. 26, 1908.

e Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The matter of eTatum & Co.'s proposition to purchase
the Everglades was taken up and the following preamble
and resolutions adopted:

Whereas, On or about the 18th day of March, A. D.
1908, preliminary articles of agreement were entered into

Sand between W. S. Jennings acting agent for the Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of
lorida, in the pending negotiations under their instruc-

tions and subject to their approval, the party of the
frst part and J. H. Tatum & Company, of Miami, Florida,
and others, party of the second part, in which articles of
agreemet it was stipulated, amongst other things, in
effect t the Trustees would agree upon their part to
sell the lands therein described, lying within ranges

thirty-eight (38) and thirty-nine (39) in large tracts, in
connection with the general negotiations entered into,

aone hundred thousand(100,000) acres, and
for the sum of one and 25-100 dollars ($1.25) per acre,

T#~



be pled in escrow, as may be hereinfter ed un
bth the parties hereto, not later tha the fit o
1908d one-half to be paid Decemb er( 3t, 1908, and th
remaining one-half May 31st, 1909, deferred payments

not to bear interest, the parties of the secod epart a

ing to accept the proposition and to pay for the lands
described therein lying west of the range line between
thirty-nine (39) and forty (40), at one and 25-100 ($1.25)
dollars per acre. payments to be made as stated.

It being further mutually agreed between the parties to
s aid preliminary articles of agreement until the making

of monance and operation of agreement to be entered into
that in the Trustees of Dade Internal Improvement Fuf nd

should apply expenty-five per cent (7 ) of thenaproceeds
of the land the plis referred to and made a part of said negotia-
tions, to the purchase, construction, equipment, mainte-
nance and operation of a modern dredge in the Miami
River, in the County of Dade and State of Florida, -and
necessary expenses incident to the maintenance of the
Fund and the public works referred to; and

Whereas, The said Tatum & Company, on or about the
5th day of August, A. D. 1908, made application to the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State
of Florida for an extension of the time stated in said pre-
liminary articles of agreement, which extension wa
granted by resolution, as follows, to wit:

"Resolved, -That an extension of time be granted to J.
H. Tatum & Company, and their associates, to conclude
said negotiations in accordance with said preliminary
articles of agreement on or before the 1st day of Novem
ber, A. D. 1908;" and

Wheeas, It has been represented to the Trustees of the
Internal Improvement -Fund thatthe Davie Realty Com-
pany, a corporation organized under the laws of the St
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t tsenegotiation with the said J. H. 'Tatum'
&and that said J. H. Tatum & Company and
avie Realty Company aforesaid have informed

the Trustees of the- Internal Improvement Fund that they
ae pared to close up the purchase of the lands herein-

escribed, in accordance with the former preliminary
of agreement, as provided, and with the excep-

and reservations made therein by the Trustees of the
Improvement Fund, not in conflict therewith;

therefore, be it

soved, by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
of the State of Florida, That the sale of the lands

after described be and the same is hereby agreed 'to
Sconfirmed, which lands are situate in the County of
ade, State of Florida, and described as follows, to wit:

Tp. Range.
outh half of sections 25 to 30 inclusive; all
of sections 31 to 36 inclusive.............. 50 38

All of sections 1 to 6 inclusive, and north half
of sections 7 to 12 inclusive, and south half

* of sections 25 to 30 inclusive, and all of sec-
tions 31 to 36 inclusive..................51 38

All of sections 1 to 6 inclusive, and the north
half of sections 7 to 12 inclusive; south half
of sections 25 to 30 inclusive, and all of sec-

tions 31 to 36 inclusive......................52 38

All of sections 1 to 6 inclusive; and north half
of sections 7 to 12 inclusive, south half of
sections 25 to 30 inclusive, and all of sections
31 to 36 inclusive .......... .......... 53 38

Sth half of sections 25 to 30, inclusive, and
al of sections 31 to 36, inclusive..... .... 50 29

...I. I.



All of sections 1 to 6, inclusive, lands a lf "Xno

of sections 7 to 12, inclusive, and the south

south half of sections 25 to 30, inclusive, n

and all of sections 31 to 36, inclusive .... 52 39

All of west half of, except section 16 ....... 34 39

For and in consideration of the sum of one and 25-100
($1.25) dollars per acre, said lands all lying and being
west of range line dividing ranges thirty-nine (39) and
forty (40); one-third (1-3) of said purchase money to
be paid in cash upon the execution and deposit of a good
and sufficient deed in escrow, the remainder to be paid
in two equal annual payments, with interest after May
1st, 1909, at the rate of six per cent. (6%) per annum
until paid. The deed not to be delivered to the grantee
until the purchase money therefor is fully paid, and the
salesman of the Internal Improvement Fund is hereby
authorized and requested to cause to be prepared a deed
to said lands in usual standard form, in accordance here-
with.

Be it further Resolved, That the Trustees of the Inter-
nal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, agree an
do hereby agree on behalf of themselves and successors in
office, to apply seventy-five per cent. (75%) of the money
arising from the sale of the lands aforesaid to the pur-
chase, equipment, maintenance and operation of a modern
dredge in the Miami River, in the County of Dade and
State of Florida, and to the necessary expense incident
to the maintenance of the Fund and the public works
referred to.

And it is further stipulated on behalf of the Trustee



mal agreement embracing the foregoing resolutions
deliver them to the grantee, with the said deed of con-
ce, if so desired by said grantee.

Twas prepared and transitfitted to
n tional Bank of Jacksonville, together with

papers mentioned therein:

"Tallahassee, Fla., October 26, 1908.

e Barnett National Bank of Jacksonville,

Jacksonville, Florida.

you will please find the following papers,
ents, etc., to be held by you in escrow, sub-

e following instructions which have been mutu-
upon by and between the parties hereto, as

follows, to wit:

e rom the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
f the State of Florida, dated October 26th, A. D.

to the Davie Realty Company No. 16189, embracing
ately 80,000 acres of land, as therein more pac-

y described, to be delivered upon the payment of
00 .00 in three equal payments, as follows:

1) Thirty-three thousand thirty three hundred dol-
and hirty-three cents to be paid by the Davie Realty

prior to the first day of November, A. D. 1908,
eposited with you in escrow to be credited to the
t of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
othe State of Florida, upon the deposit with you

executed deed to said 80,000 acres of land, and
tion by the Davie Realty Company, or its des-

Sagnt, to be accompanied by an agreement to
Sper cent of the proceeds of said sale to the pur-

truction and operation of a modern dredge in
t iamRiver, etc.

(2) The second ayment, amounting to 33,333.33, to



be paid to said Barnett National Bank for the credit of
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund on or

It being further mutually agreed by the p
that said deed is not to be deieed until the full
of $100,000.00 and the interest on the balance of
hundred thousand dollars remaining unpaid, at the rate
of six per cent. per annum from May 1st, 1909, until paid
has been fully paid, and upon the failure to pay the full
amount or any part thereof within ten days after the du
dates above named, then and in that event, the said dee
is to be forfeited and returned without further notice to
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund by sai
Bank.

Yours very truly,

N. B. BROWARD,
Governor.

A. C. CROOM,

Comptroller.

W. Y. KNOTT,
State Treasurer.

B. E. MeLIN,
Commissioner of Agriculture.

Trustees of Internal Improvement Fund.

THE DAVIE REALTY COMPANY,

By

President."
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he matter of the entry of John Parons, numbered 2332,
bacing Se , See. 31, T. 21 S., B. 17 E, and Nw

SE of Nel, and NeL of Se Sec. 6, Se of
, a f Sw Sec. 8, T. 22 S., I. 17 E., dated
5, having been considered, and it being deter-

t the third and last payment on this land,
o 112:67, was yet due and unpaid, the Trus-

Sto deed to the holders through Parsons, upon
tof the last note of $112.67, an abstract of

ng been submitted, which shows that the title to
e property was in Howel T. Lykes at the time
th, and the heirs at law of said Howell T. Lykes

paid the third note, the Trustees ordered the
sioner of Agriculture and the salesman to issue

Stohe heirs of said Howell T. Lykes.

h following accounts were approved and ordered

re & Davis Company, constructing file cases
preserve records of Trustees ................ $95.00

e Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Oct. 27, 1908.

Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
. room, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

llis, Attorney General.
S Li, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The matter of completing the accounting by the Trus-
e from all of the proceeds arising from the sales of



Coast Lumber and Supplye Co., monarch iar

buretor . d...... . .......... .... .. 15.00
SStra an, & n rcoeres and spplies f or dredges p

bolts, haiers, hoalse and othexpenses as selectingal for

H. J. Drane, isurance on odredges l s ......... .16.3500
The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. M lcNTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 6, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following account was approved and ordered paid:
1. N. Withers, salary and expenses as selecting

agent of Swamp and overflowed lands......... $146.35
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.

Secretary. Governor.



nth of September, 1908 ..................... 591.60

therston Foundry & Machine Co., extras, fix-
etc., for dredges..................... 505.25

ill-Stevens Company, work on, and various

bdredge ................... .............. ..... 490.85

Red ran nt, incidente mal fore in reE!

. Drane, insurance on dredges. ............... 550.00

The Trustees then adjourned.

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD. 5

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 6, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
SB. . McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

iThe following account was approved and ordered paid:

SN. Withers, salary and expenses as selecting
agent of Swamp and overflowed lands......... 146.35

The Trustees then adjourned.

W M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.
Secretary. Governor.



The Trustees met in the Executive Office.
Present:

N. B. : Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
B. E. MeLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The account of Reed A. Bryan for $2,958.01, pay roll
in re drainage, wa approved and ordered paid te F
National Bank of St. Augustine for Mr. Bryan.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. MeINTOSH, JR., N.B. BROWARD,.

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 11, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Conptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

The following resolution was offered by Mr. Croom,
seconded by Mr. Knott, and unanimously adopted:

"Resolved, That the employment of Mr. Frank C. Keen
for the completion of the work of checking up the cash
sales of the Trustees be extended one week from this
day and the Hon. Commissioner of Agriculture be respect-
fully requested to furnish Mr. Keen one of his clerks to
assist in checking up said cash land sales."

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor
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Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 14, 1908.

T ees met in Executive* Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

position was submitted in writing from J. H.
T & Co. for the purchase of certain lands, the residue

of the Comfort option not taken by Mr. Comfort, which
proposition was considered and agreed to by the Board
of tees, subject to the conditions in the following

letter making the proposition:

"Tallahassee, Florida, Nov. 13, 1908.

To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund,
Florida, Tallahassee, Florida.

Gentlemen: I beg on behalf of myself and associates
make you the following proposition; to take all of the

lands left in the original Comfort proposition, approx-
imating twelve thusand (12,000) acres at the following
figures:

Such lands as are in Township 54 South, Range 40 East,
d Township 53 South, Range 40 East, at three dollars
3.00) per acre, and, such lands as are in Township 54

outh, Range 39 East and Township 53 South Range 39
East at two dollars ($2.00) per acre, payments to be
made as follows:

One-half cash upon execution of the deed to said lands
and onehalf payable within six months, the deeds to be

in escrow upon the payment of the first payment
on the proposition, said deeds to be drawn at the direction

tum & Company, and upon the further condition
I given twenty days to close this proposition, and

if found necessary to do so and thirty days are required,
I shall have that unless I receive notice from the Trustees,

tion of twenty days that a purchaser is



ections 13, 14, 1 h Sec. 2l , Sec. t t Epi

e. 23, Sees. 24, 25, E . U26, Se , & CO

Ej Sec. 29, Eý Sec. 32, Sec 33, El Sec. 35
and See 36........... ........... 53 8 40 E

Sec. 32 and S½ of S4 Sec. 29......... ..... 53 S 40 E

Aggegating 13,600 acres, more or less.

The account of Frank C. Keen, services for two weeks
in compiling data for settlement with the Board of Edu-
cation, for $50.00 was approved, and ordered paid.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.

Secretiar. Governor

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 17, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

B. E. cLin, Comissioner of Agriculture.
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The following accounts were ordere paid:

ott, State Treasurer, for State School
25 per cent of sales of public lands by

usts . . Fund, from Feb. 5, 1908, to Aug.
1, 1908................ ... ...... ......... $8,324.94

W. H. Ellis, expenses of trip to Pensacola on bus-
inesfor Trustees ......................... 49.65

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. H. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 19, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.

W V. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

B . . McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following resolution was adopted:

Resolved, By the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund of the State of Florida, That the Settlement
Bonds of the State of Tennessee, now held by the Trus-

tees, be sold and delivered to the State School Fund, at
ninety-six and one-half cents flat on the dollar.

Said bonds a are as follows:

No. 7318, due July 1, 1913.................. $1,000.00

Nio. 7419, due July 1, 1913................ 1,000.00
. 8063, due July 1, 1913.... .... ........ 1,000.00

No. 11238, due July 1, 1913.............. ... 1,000.000
S11835, due July 1, 1913..... ............ 1,000.00

No 17 .due uly , 1913................ 100.00



No. 1751, due July 1, '1913- .................. 100.00
No. 2950, due July 1, 1913 ......... ...... 100.00
No. 3267, due July 1, 1913. .................. 100.00

Total .......... .... ............ 5,400.00

with coupons due January 1, 1909, attached toeach bon

Resolved fwrther, That upon the payment of five thou-
sand , two hundred and eleven dollars, being the amount
due at the price aforesaid, the bonds shall be delivered
to the State Treasurer for the State School Fund.

Upon conidering an application made on behalf of the
Florida Coast Line Canal & Transportation Company
asking the Trustees to approve a schedule of rates and
tolls on vessels and merchandise passing through the
canal of said Company, and the Trustees having been
advised that they have no power to act, nor duties to per-
form, touching or concerning the approval of the toll
rates given by the Florida Coast Line Canal and Trans-
portation Company, now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund disclaim any power or authority and do not
assume any liabilities or responsibilities whatever, in
the matter of approving or fixing the schedule of rates
or tolls on vessels or merchandise passing through the
canal of said Company; that said Company has the per-
mission of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund, without subjecting said Trustees to any libilities
or responsibilities whatever, and without prejudice to
any rights, powers or duties vested in them, if any, which
are hereby expressly reserved to fix such rates of tolls on
vessels and merchandise passing through the canal of
said Company, as the Company may desire and deem
reasonable, until further action is taken by the Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund relating thereto.

The Cedar Key Town Company, successor to Edward
N. Dickerson, to whom the Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund of the State of Florida issued deed,

which deed containedi the following clause, to wit "And

also other lands embraced in the even numbered ections
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lying within six miles on each side of the Florida Rail-
, w h may hereafter be patented to the State of

ri as inuring to said State, under the provisions
he act of Congress approved September 28, 1850,
tled"An Act to enable the State of Arkansas and

er States to reclaim the swamp lands within their
imits; except such tracts as have been heretofore sold

y the Trustee of the Internal Improvement Fund,"
avg requested the Trustees to quit-claim to said Com-

pany the SwJ of Set Sec. 30, T. 15, S, R. 13 E, which
tract is within the six-mile limit of said railroad, and has
been patented to the State under the act aforesaid; the
Commissoner of Agriculture and the Salesman was di-
rected to prepare quit-claim deed embracing said. Swj
of Se, Sec. 30, T. 15 S, R. 13 E, in favor of the Cedar
Key Town Company.

The account of Frank C. Keen, services for one week in
compiling data for a settlement with the Board of
Education, for $25.00 was approved and ordered paid and
his time was extended for one week to complete the
work.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 20, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A.. C. room, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

Messrs. P. A. Vans Agnew and N. P. Bryan, Attorneys
for the United and Comany a are before the Trus-



anid cl mpany to shave conveyed tot the sl r o

: :uccesasor f rthe rights oTf Hamitotn acsstoi n upo

afer mad e tby letter f CoaSepte r a10, 190, as follo
Company, lands in the EergladSeptember, 10 1908.

754;i 7.02 acres; we make oyour Broard a proposition, y i
Hof co.pr omse to acept oan fourt of the Interona

Impending in the ircuit Court forDae Countllahassee Fla.
Dearupon condition thAs attorneys for the United Land Company

.' out of the lands in the drainage area reserved to it'as
shown by the minutes of your Board, the lands to Iihe'
accepted by it in settlement; and upon the further con-
dition that the Trustees release the Company from lia-
blity for any drainage ta for the current year or prior

You may remember that about a month ago we dis-
cussed with the Board the question of compromise set-
tlement, but at that time we were not authorized by the
United Land Company to accept in settlement such a small
proportion of their claim. Since that stme wehaen been ass
authorized by the Company to accept in full of a claim
against the Trustees 86,938 acres, hich is one-fourth of

their claim.
In the event the rustees accept the proposition wa

request that we be a accet reasonable time a about
thirdy days in whid to maken the selectionu Of cisnow
this offer of settlement is made withoutf preudice oo

right of the Company in the event t is not raeptsed.
yearsYours ve

authorized by the Company to accept in full of all claimi

N. P. BRYAN,
P. A. VANS AGNEW."



pon the following resolution was adopted:

Wheres, It appears by the minutes of the Trustees,
e 4, pages 269 to 272, that the Trustees on March
94, a zed the Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal &

Okeechoe Land Company to select 68,821 and 77-100
f that acreage conveyed by said Company

by deed dated December 13, 1893, and
he Commissioner of Agriculture as Salesman

repe eeds of conveyance to said Company: and

SThe United Land Company is successor to the
the said Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal & Okee-
nd Company with, respect to said lands; and

, The said United Land Company by suit now
in the Circuit Court for Dade County, Florida,

ing the right to have conveyed to it 347,754.01
lleged to be due it as successor in title under

ion of the Trustees, dated January 10, 1894, Vol.
page 269 of Minutes.

, therefore, be it resolved, that the Trustees will
eto the said United Land Company the following

lands:

rts of Se. Sec. Tp. S. R. E Acres.

W4 ..................... 7 44 33 320
Ali .......... ........... 11 44 33 640
Al .......... ............15 44 33 640

S.......................19 44 33 320
1li ........... . .. ... ...... 23 44 33 640
l ............ ......... 27 44 33 640

1 ........... .......... 1 44 34 640
S.. ...... ............ 9 44 34 640
ll ........................1 3 44 34 640
A ............ 13 44 34 640

l ...................... 17 44 34 640
All .. ... .............. 21 44 34 640
1 ....... ... . . ..... ... 25 44 34 640

••..... ........ 29 44 34 640



Parts of See. Sec. Tp. S. R .E Acres.

All . ...... . ..... ... .. 33 44 34 640
All ......... . ......... . 1 45 34 640
A ll ........ . . . ....... 45 34 640
All .. ..... . ...... . 9 45 34 640
All ..... .... ......... . 13 45 34 640
All .............. ..... .17 45 34 640
All ....................... 21 45 34 640
All ............ .......... 25 45 34 640
All ........................ 29 45 34 640
All .............. ......... 33 45 34 640
All ...................... 1 46 34 640
All ....................... 5 46 34 640
All ...................... 13 46 34 640
All ....... ............... 7 46 34 640
All ...................... 21 46 34 640
A ll ............. ......... .25 46 34 640
All ........ ............... 29 46 34 640
All ...................... .33 46 34 640
All fract. ................ 23 43 34 469.60
All ....................... 35 43 34 640
All ... .......... ....... 1 47 34 640
Nei .......... ............. 5 47 34 160
All ............. ......... 9 47 34 640
All ....................... 13 47 34 640
NJ and Se¼ ................. 21 47 34 480
All ......................25 47 34 640
All fract ................... 19 43 35 412

All ...................... 31 43 35 640

All .......... ........... 33 43 35 632

All ........ ........... 5 44 35 640

All ..................... 9 44 35 640

All .............. .......13 44 35 640

All ....................... 17 44 35 640

All .............. .......21 44 35 640

All ............ ..........25 44 35 640

All ..................... 29 44 35 640

All ............ ......... 33 44 35 640
All ........................ 1 45 35 640
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Patsof Sec. Sec. Tp. S. R. E Acres.
S ........................ 5 45 35 640
........ .......... ..... . 9 45 35 640

S ....................... 13 45 35 640
All ........... ... ... .....17 45 35 640
S ..................... . ..... 21 45 35 640
All ..................... 25 45 35 640

All ..................... 29 45 35 640
All ........................ 33 45 35 640
All ............... ......... 1 46 35 640

All ............. .......... 5 46 35 640
All ...................... 9 46 35 640

Al .............. ........ 13 46 35 640
All ...... ................ 17 46 35 640
All .......................21 46 35 640
All ....................25 46 35 640
All ..................... 33 46 35 640

All ...................... 1 47 35 640
l ............ ......... 5 47 35 640

All....................... 9 47 35 640
.All ..................... 13 47 35 640

All ..................... 7 47 35 640
..................... 21 47 35 640

All ..................... 25 47 35 640
All ................... 29 47 35 640
All ....................... 33 47 36 640

fract. .............. ..... 13 44 36 500
All ....................... 7IT 44 36 640

ll ........ .... 1........21 44 36 640
.......................... 25 44 36 640

Al . ......... ........... 29 44 36 640
All ........................ 33 44 36 640

All .................... 1 45 36 640
ll ........... ............ 5 45 36 640

All ....................... 9 45 36 640

All ... ....... .......... 13 45 36 640

All ........ ..... ..... ..... 17 45 36 640
All . ............... 21 45 36 640
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Parts of See. Sec. Tp. S. R. E Acres.

All . ........ .. ..... ... 5 45 36 640All ......... ... .... .... 33 45 36 640

All ....... ..... .. ....... . 12 46 36 640

A ll ........................ 5 46 36 40
All .............. 1 46 36 640

All .................... 3 46 36 640
All ....................... 29 46 36 640
All ...................... 21 46 36 64
All ....................... 2 43 37 640
All ....................... 9 43 37 640
All ............. ........... 1 3 46 36 640
Allta .c....... ......... .17 43 37 640
All r. e ......... ....... 9 43 37 16 0
All ..... .. ...... ..... ..... 1 43 37 68840

All Excss to abo..... Company.................. 1 [423

All ....................... 29 43 37 640

San or its assigns.9 37 640All ....................... 33 43 37 640
All ..................... 1 43 37 640
E ....................... 5 43 37 320

Agregating .......... ................ 68,1834.60

In deed the Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal & Okee-
choee Land Co., to T eand aes ... Fu en thVol.
14, page 269........................... 68,834.60

Excess to above Company.................. 12.83

in full settlement and satisfaction of said suit and all

claims against the Trustees by said United Land Corn-

pany or its assigns.

That said United Land Company be given thirty day
within which to accept or reject this offer of settlement.

Upon the question of the adoption of the foregoing

resolution in re conveyance of 69,834.60 acres of ln



Comptroller Croom asked for an aye and nay vote, which
s taken and sulted as follows:

Ayes. Nays.
Governor Broward. Comptroller Croom,
Commissioner MLin. Treasurer Knott.

Attorney General Ellis.

Ayes, 3; Nays, 2
The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
WM. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 23, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

It was ordered that Governor Broward be advanced the
sum of fifty dollars ($50.00) to pay his expenses on a trip
to inspect the work being done by the dredges.

The Trustees then adjourned.
Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,
Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 24, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

The account ofovernor Broward for 32.70 to cover
xpenses of two trips from Jacksonville to Tampa and

i"'A•



return to inspect materials with which the Tampa
dry & Machine Works were to build two dredge hulls, w

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N.H. B ROWAR

Secretary.

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 25, 190
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

Checks amounting to $26,000.00. were ordered drawn
first and second payments on both the 2 and 4.1 enu.
dipper dredges now being constructed by the M
Steam Shovel Company, of Marion, Ohio, for the Tr
tees of the Internal Inprovement Fund.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH. JR.. N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Gove

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 27, 19.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

The following conmmnunication was reived from W.



Jennings, General Counsel for the Trustees, and in theo
absence of a quorum 68,000no action was of ltaken therttlementon.

"Jacksonville, Fla. Nov. 24, 108.

UNITED LAND COMPANY SETTLEMENT.

Prus8tCe of the Internal Impraovemonst Fund,
hTallahassee, Fla.

Gentmen: Mr. N. P. Bryan called and informed me
tiona rsoltion pasused by the Trustees to grant to the

Sany Land Company 68,000 acres of landr in settlement
f its claim, and discussed with me the instruments

dnecesry to conclud the settlement. I stated o him
in effect that I would await advices from the Trustees
before undertaking to consider or advise with him in
the matter.

I write hurriedly to call attention to the very great
variance between such allowance and my recommenda-
tions on the subject and to suggest that if the Trustees,
or any of them, are relying upon my recommendation,
which was limitd to a easonable estimate of the cost inci-
dent to the litigation that the acreage mentioned isso much
greater than I had in mindo that such recommendation
should not be considered as the basis of such allowance;
and such a aighs of setetlement, in i of my opinions, is
not only embarrassing but is surprising in the extreme,
and I feel that I should so inform you. I have repeatedly
in my former opinions, in the demurrer and answer filed in
the suit, and in my opinion to you of the 12th of October,
1908, called attention to the fact that in my opinion the
United Land Company was not the legal successor to the
contract rights of the Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal &
Okeechobee Land Company; and I do not now understand
how it is possible for the United Land Company to give
any valid acquittance or release of the claims of the At-
lantic & Gulf Coast Canal & Okeechobee Land Company,
of Education was approved and orde paid, for $25.00.

Slan from the Internal ImprovementFund.
Yours very truly,

W. S. JENNINGS."



The account of Mr. Frank C. Keen for one week's ser-
vices in compiling data for a settlement with the Board
of Education was approved and ordered p

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROW

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 30, 1 .
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Groom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The following telegram was received from Hon.
Jennings, General Counsel for Trustees:

"Jacksonville, Fla., Nov. 30, 1908
Trustees Internal Improvement Fund, Care of

Broward :
Mr. Tatum, accompanied, by T. L. Wilson, Attorney,

exhibited to me assurance of closing the option under d
of November 15th, remaining lands in Comfort con
by the twenty-seventh of December. I recommend exten-
sion of option to that date. They are waiting here for
answer. W. S. JENNINGS.

After due consideration, the recommendation of
W. A. Jennings, General Counsel, to extend, the date of
expiration to the twenty-seventh day of December
agreed to.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. G

~, C.Croon, Cmptrllej



Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 5, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott State Treasurer.

W. S. Jennings, Agent for the Trustees in the sale of
lands to the Davie Realty Company, aggregating 80,000
a under the contract entered into by himself, as Agent,

and J. H. Tatum & Co., and associates, March, 1908, re
ported that the sale had been completed in accordance with
the agreements heretofore entered into and that $33,333.33
of the total $100,000 purchase money had been paid into
the Barnett National Bank of Jacksonville, Florida, by
the Davie Realty Company, as the first payment of the
purehase money under said agreement, andi further re-
ported that at the instance of the Trustees he had procured
a change in the details of consummating the sale from
the escrow plan of depositing the deed in escrow awaiting
the final payment according to the terms of the contract,
to that of delivering the deed upon the presentation of the
Davie Realty Company's notes secured by first mortgage
on all the property embraced in said negotiations and deed
of conveyance from the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund to the Davie Realty Company and presented
duly executed articles of agreement providing for such
change in words and figures as follows:

"Articles of Agreement made andý entered into on this,
the 29th day of November, 1908, by and between the Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of
Florida, parties of the first part, and the Davie Realty
Company, a corporation of Colorado Springs, Colorado,
party of the second part, witnesseth:

That for and in consideration of the sum of one dollar
paid to the parties of the first part by the parties of the
second part, receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, and



iThe Trusts iof te Internal Improve t i,
hereby covenant and agree in connection with the sale of
'approximately 80,000 acres of land situated in Dade
County, State of Florida, ptila
and set forth in resolutionsdopted by the Trust
Internal Improvement Fund under date o ovember
1908, which minutes and resolutions are referred to
a part hereof, and in conformity therewith to apply a
expend 75 per cent. of the money received from the sal
of the lands described and embraced in the deed execute
by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund to
Davie Realty Company, No. 16189, and dated the 26th a
of October, 1908, aggregating 80,000 acres more or less, to
the purchase, equipment, maintenance and operation of
modern dredge in the Miami River in the County of Dade,
State of Florida, and to the necessary expenses incident
to the management of the Fund and the maintenance of
the public works referred to, and do hereby bind them
selves and their successors in office to a faithful perform-
ance of the covenants of this agreement.

The Davie Realty Company, party of the second part
hereto, accepts the provisions of said resolutions and min-
utes of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund be
fore referred to, and of th above and foregoing covenant on
behalf of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
'relating to the application of 75 per cent. of the money
arising from the sale of the lands to the purchase, equi
ment, maintenance and operation of the modern dredge i
the Miami River in the County of Dade, State of Florid

and to the necessary expenses incidento o the m a
ment of the Fund and the maintenance of the public
referred to, and further covenants and agrees, in accor
ance with said negotiations and agreements, to pay
purchase money for the lands aforesaid, as therein
vided, together with interest at the rate of 6 per cent
annum commencing May 1, 1909, on the balance

on i-_h•balan:e



purchase priceremaining unypaid after sad fir t day of

It is further mutually agreed that this agreement is
supplementl to the agreements to these negotiations aind

l the escrow directions addressd to the Barnett
l Bnk under date of Chicago, Ill., October 22,

Switness whereof, the parties hereto have hereunto
s heir hands and caused to be affixed hereto the seal of

e Department of Agriculture of the State of Florida
the corporate seal of the Davie Realty Company by its

duly authorized officers.

Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of, As to
the Trustees.

(Seal) N. B. BROWARD,
Governor.

(Seal) A. C. CROOM.

Comptroller.
(Seal) W. V. KNOTT,

State Treasurer,

(Seal) R. E. McLIN,
Commissioner of Agriculture.

As to the Davie Realty Company:

THE DAVIE REALTY COMPANY,
Attest: By R. P. Davie, Pesident.

A. J. Bendle, Secretary.
W. . Spurghon.

(Corporate Seal)"

which agreement, upon consideration, as executed by the
Davie Realty Company, was approved, and the same was
signed in open meeting of N B. Broward, W. V. Knott,
A. C. Croom, B. E. McLin, respectively, as indicated in
the above and foregoing form.



orado Springs, Colorado, November 24, 1908, payable on
or before the first day of November, A. D. 1909, and the
first day of November A. D., 1910, to the order of the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State
of Florida, or their successors in o~ffice, at the Barnett
National Bank of Jacksonville, Florida, with i
the rate of 6 per cent. per annum on the first day of
1909, until paid, signed by the Davie Realty ompany
R. P. Davie President, were presented and found to b i
due form and approved.

A certified copy of the minutes of the Davie Reavlt
Company under date of November 24, 1908, authorizing
thhe execution of the notes by the Davie Realty Company,
by the Board, of Directors of said Company, and the
mortgage to secure the payment thereof, as set forth at
length in said minutes, were presented and approved in
form, in connection with the agreement, which was like-
wise presented in the foregoing negotiations.

The account of W. S. Jennings, Agent for the Trustees,
for compensation for services rendered and expenses in-
curred in connection with the negotiations and sale of
large tracts of Everglades lands to the Davie Realty Com-
pany aggregating 80,000 acres, for the sum of $100,000,
under the contract entered into by and between himself, as
Agent, and J. H. Tatum & Company, as associates, and
extensions thereof, for the sum of $3,750.00, was pre-
sented and upon consideration it was approved and ord-
ered paid.

Upon the motion for adoption the vote was:

Ayes. Nays.

A. C. Croom, W. V. Knott.
B. E. EMcLin,
N. B. Broward.

The account of N. B. Broward, for $45.10, expenses of
trip to Miami and Ft. Lauderdale in the interests of
drainage, as approved and ordered paid.drainage, •as



The Secretary, Mr. W. M. McIntosh, Jr., was instructed
to advance the sum of $100.00 to Governor Broward, to

d expenses to Washington on business for Trus-
tees, oucr for which will be filed upon his return.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., December 8, 3:30 p . . 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treaurer.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

The following accounts were presented and ordered
paid:

First Nat. Bank of Tallahassee for Reed A.
Bryan, Agent, pay-rolls in re drainage....... .$2,611.33

I. N. Withers, salary and expenses as State Se-
lecting Agent for the month of November.... 181.25

Fla. East Coast Railroad Company, freight trans-
ported for Trustees during the month of Octo-
ber, 1908 ...... ... . .. ........ ......... 76.85

John C. Calhoun, recording deed for Trustees.... 1.00
John McDougall, P. M., stamped envelopes for

Salesman's Department ................... 106.20

Remington Typewriter Co., one McMillan record
for recording loose deeds of Trustees I. I. Fund 14.10

: )*



The Featherstone Foundry and Machine CA.,
bolts, ropes, cranks and various fixtures for

Lainhart & Potter, lumber for dredges ..... 17.01

Frank T. Budge, lumber for dredges....... . 30.10

Merrill-Stevens Company, drills, bolts and other
fixtures for dredges.. ....... ............. ... 820.65

Braddock & Bryan, meats for dredges . ........ 27.35

First Naf. Bank of St. Augustine, for Reed A.
Bryan, Agent, miscellaneous pay-roll in re
drainage for month of November, 1908 ...... 768.75

J. S. Andress, Jr., repairs on launch, etc........ 18.75

Stranahan & Co., supplies for dredges .......... 677.39

The C. H. Lyne Foundry and Machine Co., work
on and material for dredges ..... .......... 141.08

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee. Fla., Dec. 10, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.
Present:

N. B. Broward', Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.



The second payment being due on 4 cu. yd. dipper
dge hull being erected y Tampa Foundry and Ma-
chine Company for the Trustees, the Secretary was di-
reted to draw check in favor of said Tampa Foundry
and Machine Company for said payment, in the sum of

*5,500.00.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 15, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

Messrs. P. A. VansAgnew and N. P. Bryan, attorneys
for the United Land Company, successors to the Atlantic
& Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company,
appeared Iefore the Trustees and annuonced the accept-
ance of the compromise with the Trustees in the convey-
ance by the Trustees of 68,834.60 acres of land mentioned
in minutes of Trustees dated November 20, 1908, as full
settlement of all claims of the Atlantic & Gulf Coast
Canal and Okeechobee Land Company, or any company
or person claiming through or under said company, said
attorneys submitting warranty deed of United Land Corm-
pany to Trustees covering certain lands aggregating 347.
000 acres in Dade and Lee Counties, claimed by said
Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Com-
pany; abstract of ertificate of title of the United Land



Company- release of mortpage of the Franklin Trust
Company to United Land Company, dated December 16,
1905; power of attorney of the United Land Company to
P. A. VansAgnew, and certified request of the United
Land Company that the 68,834.60 acres, in full settlement
of al claims arising under any agreement, contrat, o
other understanding had or made by the Trustees
Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, with
the Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal and Okechobee Lan
Company, or its successors or assigns, in pursuance of
the resolution of Trustees, dated November 20, 1908, be
conveyed to P. A. VansAgnew. Said papers were ordered
spread upon the minutes and are in words and figures
as follows:

Warranty Deed.

This indenture, made this 14th day of December, A. D.
1908, between the United Land Company, a corporation
organized and existing under the laws of the State of
Florida, by P. A. VansAgnew, its attorney in fact, of the
County of Osceola and State of Florida, by duly executed
power of attorney under date of November 10, A. D. 1905,
party of the first part, and the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, party of the
second part, Witnesseth:

That the said party of the first part, for and in consid-
eration of an adjustment and settlement of cereain claims
of the said grantor against the said grantees now in liti-
gation in the Circuit Court of the Seventh Judicial Circuit
of the State of Florida in and for Dade County, involving
three hundred and forty-seven thousand (347,000) acres
of land, more or less, as herein described and referred
to, and the further sum of one dollar (1.00) to him in
hand paid by the said party of the second part, the receipt
whereof is hereby acknowledged, has granted, bargained
and sold to the said party of the second part, their suc-
cessors and assigns, all the odd numbered sections and
fractional parts of sections situated in the following d
scribed unsurveed townships and ranes lying and being
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in the counties of Dade and Lee, in the State of Florida,

Townships forty-five (45), forty-six (46) and forty-seven

I•i• 
•  

ast. • : " "- " •- "• " U:;: " -" ". 
s 

i

(47) South, of Range thirtyfour (34) East.

Townships frty-three (43), forty-four (44), forty-five
(45 forty-six (46 and forty-seven (47) South, of Range
thirty-five (35) East.

T ps forty-three (43), forty-four (44), forty-five
(4 nd forty-six (46) South, of Range thirty-six (36)

East.

Townships forty-two (42), forty-three (43), forty-four
(44), fortyfive (45) and forty-six (46) South, of Range
thirty-seven (37) East.

Townships forty-two (42), forty-three (43), forty-four
(44), forty-five (45) and forty-six (46) South, of Range
thirty-eight (38) East.

Townships forty-three (43), forty-four (44), forty-five
(45) and forty-six (46) South, of Range thirty-nine (39)
East.

Townships forty-four (44), forty-five (45) and forty-six
(46) South, of Range forty (40) East.

Aggregating three hundred forty-seven thousand (347,-
000) acres of land, more or less.

And the said party of the first part hereby fully war-
rants the title to the said land as against himself, the
United Land Company, the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal
and Okeechobee Land Company, a corporation organized
and existing under the laws of the State of Florida, and
particularly against the judgment recovered in the United
States Court in and for the Southern District of Florida,
in the case of John J. Dunn vs. Atlantic and Gulf Coast
Canal and Okeechobee Land Company for the sum of thir-
teen thousand, two hundred eighteen dollars and sixty-
two cents ($13,218.62) January 11, 1901 and recorded in
judgment record of said Court, page 172; and will defend
th same against he lawful claims of all persons whom-
ee laiming r to claim the same virtue of said title



cessor in title above enumerated.
in witness whereof, the party of the first part, by its

said attorney in fact, has hereunto subscribed its name
and caused its corporate seal to be hereunto affxed.

THE UNITED LAND COMP
(Seal) By P. A. VansAgnew,

Its Attorney in Fact.

Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of
D. T. Gray,
R. W. Patterson.

State of Florida, County of

Be it Remembered, That I. R. W. Pattison, a notary
public in and for said State, residing in said County,
hereby certify that on this day personally appeared before
me, P. A. VansAgnew, as attorney in fact for the United
Land Company, a corporation organized, and existing
under the laws of the State of Florida, and known to me
to be the individual described in and who executed the
foregoing deed of the United Land Company to the Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of
Florida, and acknowledged that he executed the said in-
strument in accordance with the powers vested in him as
attorney in fact by virtue of a duly executed power of
attorney, for said purpose executed by the said United
Land Company under its corporate seal, and that said
deed is executed on behalf of said United Lan Company
for the purposes and considerations therein expressed, in
order that the same may e admitted to record according
to law.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and
affixed my official seal at Jacksonville, County of Duval,
State of Florida, on this the 14th day of December, A. D
1908.

R. W. PATTISON,

(Seal) Notary Publi State of Florid at Larg
My commission expires June 23, 1912.



Know all men by these presents, That

Whereas, The United Land Cmpany, a corporation r;ie-
ated and existing under the laws of he State of Florida,

e a certain indenture of mortgage to the Central
Tru Company of New York, dated July lst, 1901, and

in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of
Sonty of Osceola, in the State of Florida, on the

Say of August, A. D. 1901, in Book "E" of mortgages
on pages 1 et seq.; and

erea, The Central Trust Company did, on the thir-
tet day of September, A. D. 1901, resign its office as
trustee of the said mortgage, which resignation was re-
corded in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of
the County of Osceola on the twenty-fourth day of Sep
tember, A. D. 1901, in Book 1 of Assignments of Mort-
gages on pages 53 and 54; and

Whereas, The United Land Company, a corporation cre-
all the bonds issued by the United Land Company by vir-
tue of the said mortgage, did, on the Fourteenth day of
September, A. D. 1901, appoint the Franklin Trust Com-
pany, of Franklin, Pennsylvania, to be the trustee of the
said mortgage in place of and in substitution for the
Central Trust Company of New York, which appointment
was recorded in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court
of the County of Osceola on the eighteenth day of Octo-
ber, A. D. 1901, id Book C of miscellaneous records on
pages 274 et seq; and

Whereas, The Central Trust Company of New York, by
virtue of the said appointment did, on the seventeenth day
of September, A. D. 1901, grant, assign, transfer and set
over to the Franklin Trust Company of Franklin, Penn-
sylvania, all of the right, title and interest, as trustee,
which it (the said Central Trust Company) possessed in
the said indenture of mortgage or deed of trust dated
July 1st, 1901, which assignment was recorded in the of-

!;· ;"H~l



fice of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of the County of

liens on page 54 et seq; now

'Therefoer , The Franklin Trust Company, a coirpor
created and existing under the laws of the Sate of Penn-
sylvania, being the successor in trust of the inden
mortgage given by the United Land Company on the
day of July, A. D. 190l, doth hereby fr and in conside
tion of the sum of one dollar and other valuable con-
sideration, forever release, discharge and exonerate from

the lien and operation of said mortgage any and all lands
in the State of Florida, embraced within what is known
as the "Disston Drainage District" and that are now due
and owing and may hereafter be conveyed by the Trustees

of the Internal Improvement Fund of said State of

Florida under what is known as the "Okeechobee Drain-

age' District," to the said United Land Company, as

the assignee and successor of the original contractor, the

Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Com-
pany.

In witness whereof, the said The Franklin Trust Com-

pany, hath caused these presents to be executed by its

President and its cororate seal to be hereto affixed and

the same attested by its Secretary this 16th day of De-

cember, A. D. 1905.

THE FRANKLIN TRUST COMPANY,

by 0. D. BLEAKLEY, President.

(Seal)

Attest:

A. S. BLEAKLEY, Secretary.

Signed, sealed and delivered

in presence of

Eleanor Foley,

Win. E. Ross.
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State of Pennsylvania,
County of Venange.

SRobert Speer, a notary public in and for the State
nty aforesaid, esiding in Franklin, Pennsylvania,

hereby certify that 9. D. Bleakley, whose name is
s ed to the following and hereto annexed release of
mortgage, dated the 16th day of December, 1905, as the
1ith president of the said The Franklin Trust Company
is personally well-known to me and known to me to be the
individual described in and who executed the said re-
lease of mortgage as president of said company, and that
he peronsally appeared before me this day in said county
and State and acknowledged to and before me that he ex-
ecuted the said release of mortgage as President of said
company and that the same is the free act and deed of
the said The Franklin Trust Company, and was executed
by him as the President of said company, and that the cor-
porate seal of said company was thereto affixed by an-
thority of the Board of Directors thereof for the uses and
purposes therein set forth.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and
official seal in said State and County this 18th day of De-
cember, 1905.

ROBERT SPEER,

Notary Public.
(Seal) My Commission Expires Jan. 22, 1907.

Know all men by these presents, that the United Land
Company, a corporation created and existing under the
laws of the State of Florida, doth hereby appoint P. A.
VansAgnew of the County of Osceola, in the State afore-
said, its attorney in fact for it and in its stead; to ad-
just, settle or compromise its claim now pending against
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the
State of Florida for certain lands belonging to said Fund
in said State, aggregating 347,000 acres, more or less. due
and owing by the said Trustees to it the said The United



an eectual eceipt and dischge for the s e, and in
name,and as its act and deed to sign, seal, acknowledge and
deliver to said Trustees such quit-claim deed to said lands

as m ay be necessary in the premises and goera toct
as its attorney-in-fact in relation to the premise
its behalf to execute such instruments and to do all such
acts and things as fully and effectually in all respects as
it could do if itself present; and, it hereby, for itself and
its successors, ratifies and confirms whatsoever its said
attorney-in-fact may do by virtue of these presents.

In witness whereof the said, The United Lad Com-
pany, hath caused these presents to be executed by its
President, and its corporate seal to be hereunto afixed
under the authority of its Board of Directors, this 10th
day of November, A. D. 1905.

THE UNITED LAND COMPANY,

By F. W. HUIDEKOPER,

(Seal) President.

Signed, sealed and delivered in
presence of:

M. T. HILLEARY,
WILLIAM 0. DAVIS.

Attest:
C. W. WARD, Secretary.

City of Washington,
District of Columbia.

Be it remembered that I, William 0. Davis, a Notary
Public in and for said State, residing in said county,
hereby certify that on this day personally appeared be-

fore me F. W. Huidekoper, who is well-known to me, and

known to me to be the individual described in and who

executed the foregoing power of attorney from t



United Land Company to P. A. VansAgnew and aek-
nowledged that to and before me he executed the said in

trument as the President of the said corporation and
affixed the corporate seal of said corporation thereto, by

authority and that the said instrument is
d deed of the said corporation, executed by

it for the uses and purposes therein expressed.

Si whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and
Sofficial sel at Washington, D. C., in the county

tate aforesaid, this 10th day of November, A. D.

Seal. WILLIAM O. DAVIS
Notary Public, D. C.

The Commissioner of Agriculture was directed to pre-
pare deed covering said lands to said P. A. VansAgnew.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 16, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commisnioner of Agriculture.

Ex-Governor Jennings, as representative of Hon. R. J.
Bollessubmitted to the Trustees the following proposition
to urchase ertain lands in the Everlades, to wit:



from the date hereof, five hundred thousand
now owned by the Trustees of the Internal Improveme
Fund of the State of Florida, contained, and
in the Everglades Patent, situated in the Cotie
and Lee, Florida, lying north of Township 56, the remai
der of said patented lands within the area above des
to be reserved by the Trustees of the Internal Imro
Fund in alternate sections, beginning on the East
thereof and extending westward of uniform width
north to south, for which I agree to pay, if terms are a
proved, one dollar per acre for said 500,000 acresand
in addition thereto as a further consideration for
lands the sum of one dollar per acre to be used solel
exclusively for the purpose of drainage and reclamati
within the territory aforesaid, in an effort to lower
waters permanently of Lake Okeechobee four feet, an
the adjacent lands lying south thereof three feet, upon
following basis, viz:

Purchase Money.

The purchase money to be paid fifty thousand dolla
($50,000) cash, upon the delivery of a good and sufficie
deed conveying a valid and unincumbered title to s
lands; Fifty Thousand ($50,000) Dollars to be paid J
uary 1, 1910; fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) to be
annually thereafter until and including the fifth y
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) the sixth ye
and one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) the n
year.

Drainage Fund.

The drainage fund to be paid at the rate of one h
thousand dollars ($100,000 )per annum, quarterly,
ning July 1, 1909. The deferred payments of both
hundred thousand dollars (5000 for urchs
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and additional five hundred thousand dollars $500,000) to
be used for drainage purposes to be secured by first mort-

gage upon all of the lands so conveyed to the purchaser
hereu the drainage fund aforesaid to be applied ex-
luslyto the expenditures incident and necessary in

th nomical management, to the cost of dredges and
in operatin dredges, labor and proper expenses incident
sa drainage and reclamation work in cutting canals

a comprehensive drainage system to be agreed upon
the purpose of aiding in lowering the waters perma-

ently in Lake Ocheechobee to a depth of four feet below
hrim or bank of said lake Okeechobee on the south side
ereof uniformly, which south side shall be understood

Smean from the point beginning at Fisheating Creek on
the west and extending around the meander line of the
south shore of said lake to a point on the eastern shore of
said lake where the township line of township 42 intersects
with the waters of said lake-said comprehensive drainage
system to embrace canals to be located as follows:

(a) A canal shall be cut from a point on the south
shore of Lake Okeechobee to the present North Canal cut
by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund near
Lauderdale in township 50, 10 feet deep and 60 feet wide,
an estimated distance of fifty miles.

(b) A canal shall be cut hereunder from the waters
of Lake Okeechobee into the Caloosahatchee River on the
west side, 10 feet deep and 60 feet wide, an estimated dis-
tance of 30 miles, and to deepen and straighten by dredg-
ing the upper end of the Caloosahatchee River to a width
and depth of equal capacity to said canal dimensions.

(c) A canal shall be cut hereunder from the waters
of Lake Okeechobee on the south at a point not nearer than
six miles of the first named canal to extend southward
from the south shore of Lake Okeechobee extending in a
southerly direction through the Everglades to the South
Canal now being cut by the Trustees of the Internal Im-

ent Fund to a depth of 8 feet and 60 feet wide, an
estimated distance of 50 miles.



(d) A canal shall be cut from the waters of the Miami

River westward and northerly on the eastern one half of

Hllsborough Biver, in the rock rion tthe Everglades to a point in the river of be cut

dimensions as aforesaid with a free outlet o like eGapi
in the tidewaters of the Atlantc Ocean.

The above and foregoing five canalst un n tnsha
be onsideredr the main locations and 4routes owf the ti
to be done heeunder which work shl be g g o t soeute

a vigorous and continuous manner by an additional dg
launched in the waters of Lake Okeeceehob toe cut a
begin the consdtrction of the canal toards the illsbo
r iver, wft ith alln reonable dispatch andn toof sai
tinued in commissio an the additional dredge to theEverglades to aof dredges.point in riverofequalcapacityand

dimensions as aforSeconid with Ca free outlet of like capacitys.

Following the successful competion of t
merated canals, out of the proceedi s of ute drainae nw
aforesaid, thered ereof, if any remainng shalld
applied to the construction of secondary canals to H

(a) To the cuting of a canal bgnnng in the pres

f the Atlantic Ocean, at the interseon of ypress
in township 49 at the tidewatero s of the Atlantic

and cut a canal 8 feet deep and 40 feet wide, in a west
direction along the channel of Cypress reek through
rock rim on the east shore of the . Everglades in the
lands of the Everglades, to a point where the rock d
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not extend eih i e feet of the Z surface of the land, an

Sa(b) To cut a canal from the waters at the intersection
S in township 52, with the tide waters

through Arch Creek a depth of 8 feet and 40 feet wide,
the rock rim on the eastern shore of the Ever-

into the muck lands at a point where the rock is
feet from the surface of the earth, or to the inter-

i of he canal heretofore referred to, extending from
i River to the South Canal near Lauderdale, an

estimated distance of ten miles.

The specifications of all canals to be cut hereunder to
be determined by the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund of the State of Florida and their successors
n office after full investigation of the routes above indi-

icated, with the advice of skilled and approved engineers.

The mortgage given to secure the deferred payments
referred to, to contain a covenant to release by partial
satisfactions thereof, tracts of lands in blocks of not less
than 5 sections, upon the payment of three dollars ($3.00)
per acre, and the further covenant to be embraced in the
contract to be entered into in carrying these requirements
into effect, that the purchaser hereunder shall agree and
bind himself to the forfeiture of fifty thousand dollars
($50,000) cash for the failure upon his part to make the
payments and carry out his part of the undertaking, and
no satisfaction of said mortgage shall be executed to lands
on account of such fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) cash
forfeit, with the further provision in said contract and
mortgage that in the event of failure to make payments
as specified upon the purchase money aforesaid, or for the

i rainage fund as provided for, that the mortgagor in that
event shall become entitled to land on a proportionate

asis f the amounts paid in at the rate of three dollars
(.00) per acre, which shall be deeded to him, less $50,-
0 f d, whch shall be forfeited by the said pur-

Sortgagor to said Internal Improvement Fund.
R. J. BOLES.



the Trutees by unanimous vote, ecided to accept the
same; and it appearing in this transaction from the state-
ment of Ex-Governor Jennings that he desired the Trus-
tees to understand that in submitting this proposition, he
was acting in the capacity of representative o
Bolles, and that in passing upon the conracts an ds
to be drawn thereunder, he preferred the Tru
represented by other counsel, therefore the
requested Attorney General Ellis to represent them
closing the said transaction.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W .M McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 16, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.
A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The Trustees having erroneously conveyed to Simpson
& Company the Nei of Sw+, Sec. 29, T. 6 N., R. 25 W., for
the sum of $39.33 (said land having been previously con-
veyed to the Pensacola & Atlantic Railroad Company and
the Stearns & Culver Lumber Company having submitted
abstract showing title to said land in them, and a recon-
veyance of said land to the Trustees; upon advice of coun-
sel for Trustees, who was present, the Trustees agreedto
refund the said amount ($39.33) to said company. The
Secretary of the Trustees is hereby directed to draw chec
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for said amount in favor of Stearns & Company Lumber&omiCompan if'y.

After considering the statement of Mr. J. V. Burke that
the Nwj of Ne, Sec. 24, T. 4 S., R. 27 E., containing 39.65
acres, had been turpentined years ago, and, that all the
saw-logs had been taken from it, and that the remaining
timber being only swamp growth and few small second-
growth pines; and that the Sel of Nw', Sec. 13, T. I S., R.
26, containing 40.05 acres, has a very small quantity of
trees on it, and that it is very low and wet, and without
quite an expense for drainage it is unfit for cultivation;
the Trustees agreed to sell these two tracts to Mr. Burke;
the first tract at ,~2.00 per acre and the second at $2.50;
and the Commissioner of Agriculture and Salesman were
directed to issue deeds covering these lands.

The Commissioner of Agriculture presented, the applica-
tion of one Mr.Joseph Maunier to have certain lands which
had been deeded him by the Trustees reconveyed by him-
self to the Trustees and he be allowed to select other lands
in their stead, paying such difference as might be found
due the Trustees in said transaction. The Trustees de-
clined to accept said proposition on the ground that it
would be a dangerous precedent to establish to allow
persons to purchase lands and afterwards make other
selections, having the lands originally purchased conveyed
back to the Trustees, and the party receive deed for other
lands he might prefer in their stead.

The Commissioner of Agriculture presented Swamp
Land Indemnity Certificate No. '19, which entitles the
State of Florida to locate 79.95 acres of vacant and unap-
propriated United States land; and after consideration of
the matter, the Commissioner of Agriculture was directed
to hold said certificate subject to order of the Trustees.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD.
Secretary. Governor



I Ellas, Attorney General.. 1,

S :. M in, C:missione3 of A e.
GTovernor Broward stated to "ste i tee

expected that the machinery for the two dredges being
built at Tampa, would arrive thre next Monday, and
that he thought it advisable that the Trustees should have
some one to act as inspector for the Trustees to see that
the machinery was put on board and erected in good shape,
and that the work of construction and erection should be
completed in workmanlike manner; it was therefore,

Resolved, That Mr. John Dunn, an experiened marine
engineer and machinist, now in Jacksonville, be employed
at the rate of $100 per month, as inspector on the dredges
Miami and Caloosahatchee, on which the machinery is
being erected, at Tampa, and report to the Trustees any
defects in the same, or failure on the part of contractors
to complete their work, as required by their contract in a
thorough workmanlike manner.

Resolved, That whereas the Tampa Foundry and Ma-
chine Company have submitted a letter through Governor
Broward stating that they could get marine insurance on
the dredge Miami, provided they employed a sea-going
tug, approved of by the insurance company and showing
that this necessitated a higher rate of towage and higher
rate of insurance than was expected by them, or the Trus-
tees, and requesting that the Trustees pay 75 per cent. of
the insurance, as they, the Tampa Foundry and Machine
Company, were compelled to pay an extra heavy towage
and they thought that they should only be required to pay
one-fourth of the insurance. After c ful consideratio
the Trustees concluded to offer to pay one-half of the



for the reason that they considered that they enjoyed the
advantage of a lower freight rate on the machinery, etc.,
from the North to Tampa than they would have to Miami,

and that they, by permitting the dredge to be built at
Tampa, escaped the payment of the expenses of removing

achinery from the cars to the dredge, had it been
above the bridges at Miami, as it was first thought

to be necessary.

following preamble and resolutions were also

"Whereas, Governor Broward having received a letter
from G. S. Baxter & Co., showing that they had in the
course of their sawmilling sawn two splendid pieces of
9ix2x45' suitable for dipper handles, and had shipped
them to the Trustees at Fort Lauderdale, and asked if their
action was approved;

Resolved, That the Trustees accept the timber and
authorize the payments, at the usual rate.

Resolved further, That the Trustees appreciate the
thoughtfulness of G. S. Baxter & Co.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M. McINTOSH, JR., W. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 19, 1908.
The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McTin, Commissioner of Agriculture.



I this, my port, of

ThOffice, foloshing communicati., on se trip from Hon. N. B. Brow-

just rd, Govern and Hon. W. S.e expense to andGeneral
se, were by you prdered spread upon thernal mpr minutes:

Tallahassee December 17,6th. 190h8.

Trustees Internal Improvement Fund State of Florida,
Tallahassee, Florida.

Gentlemen:

I make this, my report, of efficeorts made at the Lan
Office, Wshington, . C., on the trip from which I have
just returned. The expense to and from Washington
being by you paid from the Internal Improvement Fund,
which account of expenses I herewith inclose.

I left Tallahassee on December 6th. On December 10th,
together with Governor Jennings, I visited the offie of the
Assistant Commissioner of Public Lands and also visited
athe Com aissioner of the Land Ofmice, and while in the
Assistant Commissirones office he kindly called in Mr.
S. W. Williams, Chief Division G of the Land Oice.

We endeavored to have patented to the State the lands
enbraced in an application made by Hon. B. E. MALin,
Commissioner of Agriculture, some tie ago, which lands
are located in Volusia County near Lake Woodruff, which

application wa rejected by the Commissioner of the Land
Ofiice, on the ground that the State of Florida had made
selections in the same township prior to this time, and
that under a ruling of the Department, they could not

again secure the patenting of lands in a township in which
i onds had been selected and patented before.

We also endeavored to secure patents to lands in
township. After quite a long conference with the Assist-
ant Commissioner, who is the attorney to whom most

questions are submitted by the Commissioner, and others
in the Land Office, it was decided to be best that we make
a formal application in writing, defining fully the State's
position as regards the ruling of the Department at Wash-
ington, in declining to permit the State to make new sele-
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tions in townships in which other selections had been made

Governor Jennings and I concluded that it was best to
the matter to the Trustees, as to whether or not
bet to endeavor to secure a ruling of the Depart-

t at Washington to the effect that the field note sys-
f seletion be adhered to, instead of the inspection

sm that has been urged by the Department of Wash-
gton during the past few years.

It is our opinion that the State will fare much better
and secure the patenting of much more land than it is
etited to under the field note system.

We found the Commissioner and the Assistant Commis-
sioner inclined to do justice by the State, but they desire
that some definite plan be entered upon that will be most
satisfactory to both and through which the actual rights
of the State and the Nation will be conserved.

Yours truly,
N. B. BROWARD,

Governor.

Report on Status of Swamp Lands and Conference with
General Land Department, Washington, D. C.

Jacksonville, Fla., Dec. 14, 1908.
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund,

Tallahassee, Florida.
Gentlemen:-

In accordance with your request of the 5th inst., I pro-
ceeded to Washington on the 7th inst., and in company
with Governor Broward visited the General Land Office,
the office of the Assistant General Land Commissioner,
conferred with a chief of the Swamp Land Depart-
ment, the Commissioner, Assistant Commissioner, and a
law offic of the Swamp Land Department relative to
certain mtters suggested in the correspondence be-
twe the General and Office at Washington and the

:.• n ! ill! ii



49summarized as follows:

1. Th te Commissioner of the Geneal nd Offi
issued orders in effect declining to accept proof of the

h xarcter of lands win townships heretor

agents in the field on the presumption that former agents
had discharged their full duty, and had selected all lands
within the meaning and character designated by the act of
1850.

2. That the Commissioner had declined to send Agents
to examine the lands within townships that had heretofore
been examined and reported upon.

3. That the Commissioner had delined to ptent
cific lands referred to in the correspondence, for the reaso
that said lands had been meandered and not surveed rest
ing upon the presumption that the lands beyond th
meander line toward the center of the lake either belon
to the abutting owner, or were vested in the sovereignt of
the State as a waterway, and the Commissioner had so
ruled.

Our conference took a rather broad range, covering
many questions touching the construction of the Act
Congress of 1850, the relationship heretofore existing e
tween the State Land office and the General Land Office

the practice in making selections, the present status of

swamp land claim of the Stat, the inipracticabiity of t
present system of inspection and other matters inciden
thereto which it is not deemed essential to consider here
The important featres an developments of the confere
that especially appealed to my judgment may be su
marized as follows:

1. Claimn to Be Closed. (A) It developed in our Con-

ference that the Government had already decided
the policy of closing the Swamp Land aim of Florida.
In this connection we were informed by te Assistant Com-



missioner that the Swamp Land Department had already
been cled ad that the records of the former Swamp

Land Department had been transferred to the Department
of Reservations of State Lands.

t the Department had caused to be closed the
o Sver General of Florida and transferred

of the office to the State Land office.

instructions had been issued to the Division
SAgents not to take up lists in townships hereto-

fore covered Ly reports.

S hat it was the fixed purpose of the Department
o o Florida's claim as quickly as possible.

2. C ry Argument Presented. I submitted ques-
tis on behalf of the State, endeavoring to sustain by
reasons and arguments made to the Assistant Commis-
ioner in charge of the Swamp Land Department. The

principal features may be indicated by the following sum-

1. That the State should not be forced to take an appeal
from orders and decisions contained and announced in the
orresponence relating to the Government declining to

send agents into townships where lands had heretofore
been selected, declining to patent lands requested, for the
reason that they had been meandered by Government Sur-

ys of long standing and decided that such lands lying
between the meander line and the center of lakes or water-

ays either belonged to abutting owners, or to the State in
Ssovereignty. My principal reason urged for this was

that such orders were ex parte expressions of the Depart-
ment on isolated caes, which decisions would doubtless
be confirmed if appealed from, thus determining the ques-
tions involving, so far s the record would show, a com-
paati small acreage and value; whereas, the prinieple

Sfar-reaching and would do the State incal-
ulable injury; while on the other hand, if the matter was

treated from a comprehensive investigation and preseta-



Atsijiant Commisskiner agreed wit ous
steion the prin se lines, a nd contt

a iorders a decisions referrdmiht t the Depren
and to treat e mattere hereafter prested on a o th at

o-followind t tg up te t the suggestion nthat d ifthe er
taning to Floridaa s Swamp Land claim werer te
in a compre ensive manner for a final determt t onorle

principle involved ans of all contentions of the State i

all T tters pendng and incident e th closidern the
Swamp Land Granta claim for the consideration and de-
termination of the Land Department of rthe s enea

Government, same would be considered.

2. Field Note System. I again submitted to the As-
sistant Commssnmer the questionheretofore rint sedi i
me that the whole system of selecting swamp and er-

flowed lands should be'changed from the inspdetion a
tern t that of the field note system, for two seial
reasons. t ewould

(a Because the State was entitled to have* the lads

granted by the Act of 1850, patented under the field note

system, and accepted this system which prevailed until

about 1876, when by an aritrbary ruling of Secreary

Schurz, the system was changed without Florida's con-

senting thereto so far as I have been able tofid any

record of, and' the i racticable and expensive inspection

system thrust upon Florida without her consent ths de-

priving her of her just rights on the on hand and exto

ing from her costs to be paid out in expenses incident

railroad fares and expenses of private conyances, wi
fees, and mileage, etc., of the agents of the Stae, required

to personally inspect isolated tracts of lnd in m
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stances having to add thereto the cost of surveying, equal-
ing, in many instances, the value of the lands when

hether approved or not; and I gather from the
gene information on the sbject that as the system

the examination of many tracts of forties out of
omparatively few tracts of forties are approved,

the actual cost oft-times exceeds the value of the
under such system; and I undertook to urge vigor-

ly the State's protest on this account and to urge the
t of he State to demand a return to the field notei

system.

3. Reomnenatioas. The result of my invesatgation of
the matters referred to and of the joint conference of
Governor Broward and myself with the various heads of
Departmets referred to, lead me to make the follow:ng
recommendatin s:

1st, That a comprehensive view of the relationship
heretofore existing between the Land Office of the General
Government and of the Land Office of the State of Florida
be preparea, fPpecially along the lines of the practice by
the Goveramernt in the selection of lands under the act of
1850, showing the two systems, whether or not the option
to adopt either system was the right of the State, or
whether the General Government could exercise the option
at its discretion, without the consent of the State; what
plan was adopted; when changed and by what authority;
whether or not a return to the field note system would be
advantageous to the State; the practice of the surveyors
in the original surveys of Florida: whether they were
comprehensive and complete or only conducted to the
meander lines of conveyance, which instead of being con-
clusive against the State, should on the other hand not
be conclusive of the State's rights under the Act of 1850,
as in many instances surveys were based upon applica-
tions of ctizens for the purchase of certain lands which
it is safe to conclude were of the best grade and character,

pon which surveys following these meandered overflowed
as being classed as worthless, which without doubt
of the character and within the meaning of the act



mpehensive mete inetiation of all lands
within a given township. And all other matters within

be presented in a comprehensive mnner to the General
Land Office, raising all claims of the State thereunder for
final determination.

Otherwise it is my judgment that the claim will be
closed, thus barring the State from such opportunity, and
of thousands of acres of lands that she is clearly entitle
to without the expense incident to a personal inspection
that is now forced upon her.nr B , i

ourss very truly,

W. S. JENNINGS,

General Counsel for Trustees Internal Improvement Fund

of Florida.

The account of P. N. Bryan & Sons for wood to be used
in operating dredges, amounting to $1760.00 was approved
and ordered paid.

The account of Governor Broward, expenses of trip to
Washington as authorized by Trustees in minutes of De-
cember 5th, for $95.30, was approved and ordered paid.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.



Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 23, 1908.

The Trustees met in Executive Office.

V Present:

N. B. Broward, Governor.

W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.

W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.

B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

Goernor Broward suggested that he thought it proper
hat a committee be appointed to inspect the work done

by the Trustees at Ft. Lauderdale, and to investigate two
utes at Miami, and suggest which should be entered

upon as a suitable route for the Dredge Miami, and, to
take up with the County Commissioners of Dade County
the opening of a new bridge that is being built by the
County Commissioners and also that Hon. Park Trammell
be requested to accompany the committee, as he is soon to
become a member of the Trustees, and it was further sug-
gested that Mr. Bushnell accompany the committee.

It was resolved by the Trustees that Governor N. B.
Broward and Hon. A. C. Croom, Comptroller, be re-
quested to go as committee of the Trustees, and that Hon.
Park M. Trammell and Mr. Bushnell be asked to accom-
pany them, and that their expenses be paid out of the
Internal Improvement Fund.

Gen. Gilchrist had been communicated with and it had
been ascertained that he could not accompany the com-
nittee.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:
W. M c• M NTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor
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The Trustees met in Executive Office.

Present:
N. B. Broward, Governor.

A. C. Croom, Comptroller.
W. V. Knott, State Treasurer.
W. H. Ellis, Attorney General.
B. E. McLin, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The matter of the purchase of five hundred thousan
acres of lands situated in the Everglades by . J. Bll
was taken up in accordance with the proposition under
date of December 15, 1908, and the resolution of the
Trustees accepting the same, and in connection therewith
Attorney General W. H. Ellis presented a draft of con-
iract between the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida and Richard J. Bolles of
Carlsbad, New Mexico, in words and figures as follows:

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT,

Executed By

THE TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL IMPROVE-
IMENT FUND,

And,

RICHARD J. BOLLES.

WHEREAS, On the 16th day of December, A. D. 1908,

a proposition was submitted to the Trustees of the In-
ternal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida by
Richard J. Bolles, wherein the said Richard J. Bolles
offered to purchase a large quantity of the lands of the
Internal Improvement Fund located in the Everglades,
in the Counties of Dade and Lee in the State of Florid,
which proposition has een accepted b the Trustee
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of the Internal Improvement Fund, by a reeolution
duly adoptd on the 26th day of December, A. Di. 190!,

" the consideration of said proposition, the Trus-
tesy unanious vote decided to accept the same."

NOW, THEREFORE, In pursuance of said negotia-

Sproposition and acceptance thereof, the following

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT, made and entered into
is 23rd day of December, A. . 1908, by and between

NAPOLEON B. BROWARD, as Governor of the State
of Florida; A. C. CROOM, as Comptroller of the State
of Florida; WILLIAM H. ELLIS, as Attorney General
of the State of Florida; WILLIAM V. KNOTT, as Treas-
urer of the State of Florida; and BENJAMIN E. McLIN,
as Commissioner of Agriculture of the State of Florida.
as THE TRIUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL IMPROVE-
MENT FUND OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, parties
of the first part; and RICHARD J. BOLLES, of the town
of Carlsbad, in the Territory of New Mexico, party of the
second part,

WITNESSETH:

1. That the said parties of the first part, for and in
consideration of the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars
($50,000), to them cash in hand paid by the said party
of the second part at or before the ensealing and delivery
of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby ae-
knowledged, and other considerations hereinafter men-
tioned, have granted, bargained and sold, and by these

presents do grant, bargain and sell unto the said party
of the second party, and to his heirs and assigns forever,
the lands hereinafter described, lying, being and situate
in the counties of Dade and Lee, in the State of Florida,
upon the terms and conditions, and for the consideration
hereinafter expressed, which lands are more particularly
described in the Schedule of Lands attached hereto,



Sagreement.
2. The parties of the first part hereby co nt

ge to convey said lands to th fo ig dates, that io so

partsum Fity a good and suffiDollarsient deed, to be executed and

n consideration of the sum f f Thousand DollarsDollars
($50,000) cash in hand paid them as aforesaid, the re-
ceipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, and in considera-
tion of further payments of money to be made to the

said parties of the first part by the said party
second part, at the following dates, that is to say: The

sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) on January 1daA. D. 1910; the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000)
on the first day of January, A. D. 1911; the sum of
Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000)- on the first day of
January, A. D. 1912; the sum of Fifty Thousand Dolars
($50,000) on the first day of January, A. D. 1913; the sum
of $50,000 on the first day of January, A. D, 1914; the
sum of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000) on
the first day of January, A. D. 1915; the sum of One Hun-
dred (Thousand Dollars ($100,000) on the first day of
January, A. D. 1916; and the remainder of the purchase
money due or to become due under this contract for the
purchase price of said lands included in this contract to
be paid by the party of the second part in annual install-
ments of Two Hundred Thousand Dallars ($200,000) ech
on the 'first day of January in each successive and en-
suing year thereafter, until the said party of the second
part shall have made payment and satisfaction in full
for all lands included in'this contract and in said deed
of conveyance, at the rate and price of One Dollar ($1.00)
per acre, which is the price hereby agreed upon for sai
lands in the event the said parties of the first part hal
fal to perform their covenants respeting the drainage
and reclamation of said lands hereinafter contained.

I~a~l·o·:A



3. It is expressly cove nanted and agreed, that a further
consideration for the execution of this contract and con-
veyance of said lands by the parties of the first part,

shall be the payment to the parties of the first part by
f the second part of the further and additional

sum of One Dollar (1.00) per acre for each and every
ac nd deeded and conveyed by the parties .of the
tt to the party of the second part under these

sof agreement to be paid into a separate drain-
Sto be hereafter constituted, at the rate of One

ed Thousand Dollars ($100,000) per annum, pay-
quarterly on the first days of January, April, July
October in each year, the first payment of Twenty-

Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000) to be made on the first
day of July, A. D. 1909, and a like sum to be paid each
successive quarter-year ensuing thereafter.

4. It is the intention, and hereby mutually covenanted
and agreed by and between the parties to this contract,
that the purchase price of the lands included in this
agreement and in said deed of conveyance executed by
the parties of the first part to the party of the second
part of even date herewith, in the event that the parties
of the first part and of the second part respectively shall
faithfully keep and perform all their covenants and
agreements contained in this contract, and provided that
the party of the second part shall make the payments for
the entire acreage herein sold and conveyed as aforesaid,
is and shall be Two Dollars ($2.00) per acre; and upon
payment to the parties of the first part by the party of
the second part of a total amount of money equal to the
total and aggregate value of the lands so conveyed, com-
puted at the rate of Two Dollars ($2.00) per acre, either
in the partial payments provided for and at the dates
mentioned in this contract, or at an earlier date, the
party of the second part shall be entitled to receive from
the parties of the first pat a full release and satisaction
of the mortgage hereinafter provided for, and an acquit-

tance of all his obligations under this contract.



owinghe payments of the second partted for the pr

chase prin of said lands, shall be secured by first mort-
tage thereon, to be executed by said party of the second

in the amounts, dates d upon thert mrt in

lated, and to create and deign t e fir ar

Sseparate and aparti t firom the fof the s and t

successors in office hereby covenant and agree to accept

in the amolints, date and upon the terms herein stipu-

separate and apart from the funds of the Internal Im-
provement Fund used or general expenditres and pu
poses, said Drainage IFund to beused solely and e
sively for the drainage and reclamation of the a
and overflowed lands in the Everglades, which money
and drainage Fund shall be appliedand expended by the
parties of the first part and their successors in oce
solely and exclusively in the expenditures incident and
necesary to the cost of the purchase and construction of
large modern dredges suitable for excavating the drain-
age canals herein mentioned, and to the cost of operating
such dredges, and in payment for labor and other proper
and necessary expenses incident to dredging and reclama-
tion work, in the excavation of those certain canals

herein expressly designated,, measured and located for
ing a comprehensive drainage system for the purpose of
aiding in permanently lowering the waters of Lake Okee-
choee to a depth of'four feet below the rim or bank of

said Lake Okeechobee on the south side thereof uni
formly, which south side shall be understood to me

from a' point beginning at Fish-Eating reek on thewes
and extending around the meander line of the sout

shore of said Lake to a point on the eastern shore of sa
Lake where the township line of Township Forty-
(42) intersects with the waters of said Lake.

7. The party of the second part hereby covenants and



agrees to acept the terms'and conditions of this contract,
hase of said lands on the basis of Two Do•-

S er acre, out of which said purchase price the
sum of One Dollar (1.00) per acre shall be used solely and

exclusively for drainage and reclamation purposes as

tiated herein, and to make payments therefor in
ac dane with the amounts and dates herein provided
d tipulated; and to execute his several promissory

notewithout interest until maturity and first mortgage
po aid land evidencing and securing the unpaid bal-

ane of the purchase money at the price of Two Dollars
($2.00) per acre.

It is mutually agreed by and between the parties hereto,
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the

tate of Florida, and their successors in oflice, and Rich-
ard J. Bolles, party of the second part, that a comprm-
hensive drainage syst be and the same is hereby es-
tablished, in the effort to drain the swamp and over-
flowed lands in the Everglades of Florida, and for the
purpose of aiding in permanently lowering the waters of
Lake Okeechobee to a depth of four feet below the rim
or bank of Lake Okeechobee on the south side thereof
uniformly, and the water level in the adjacent lands lying
south thereof to a depth of three feet below the surface
of the earth, permanently, and that said comprehensive
drainage system shall include canals to be located as
follows:

It being distinctly understood and agreed between the
parties to this agreement that the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund are bound to construct said canals
hereinafter described, only so far as the money paid under
this contract into a drainage fund will enable said Trus-
tees to so construct said canals. that said Trustees are
not bound by these presents nor shall this contract lie
construed to require said Trustees to accomplish the
drainage or reclamation of any lands, but that the money
covered into a drainage fund shall be expended in the
effort to accomplish the work hereinafter mentioned.



south shore lof Laathee ieree to the present northnear Fort Lauderdale in Township Fifty (50) South, -ten

tance of fifty (50) miles.

Si disance of thirty (30) miles, and that ae upper e
oand chanel of the Caloosahatche River shall be

and straightened throughout to a width and depth equal

to that of the Eanal dimensions, with a free outlw beint
capacity into t he waters of the Galf of Mexico.

(d) That a canal eight (8) feet deep and sixty (60)
feet wide shall be t fron the waters of Lake Okeechstwa
on the south side commencing at a point not nearer than
six miles distant from the first named canal, and extending
southward from the south shore a f Lake Okeehbee
through the Everglsdes to the sth can ee now sbing cut
by I he Trustes of the Internal provement Fund near

Fort Lauderdale, an estimated distance of ifty miles

(d) That a canal eight () fee t and forty (40 feet we
shall be cut from the waters of the MiaiO River westward
and northerly throughe the easter hlf of theEverglies
to the south inal now being cut by the Trustes of tIh
Internal Improvement Fund in Township Fifty (50) near
Fort Lauderdale, an estimated distance of thirty (101
miles.

(e) That a canal shall be cut beginning on the south-

east shore of the waters of Lake Okeechobee, extending in
a southeasterly direction to the waters of the Hillsborough
River, eight (8) feet deep and forty (40) feet wide, to the
channel of the Hillsborough River in the rock rim on the
east side of the Everglades to point whre te c
of the River is of equal capacity and dimen s t

. .... : ,• • ,, •: •



of the canal, with a free outlet of like capacity intO thc
waters of the Atlantic Ocean.

9. It is further covenanted and agreed that the cutting
of said canals shal be done in a substantial and proper

nner to accomplish the drainage and reclamation of
said lands by permanently lowering the waters in Lake*

Sand the lands lying south of said lake, and
i to be considered as of the essence of this
bth as to the payments of the purchase money

Sapplication and expenditure of one dollar ($1.00)
acre by the Trustees as aforesaid in said drainage

Srpidly as said amounts are paid into said drain-
Sfun each year. And in the event of the failure of

the parties of the first part or their successors in office
to apply and expend said amounts paid at the rate of
one dollar ($1.00) per acre into said drainage fund, in
the work of drainage and reclamation as aforesaid, in the
manner herein agreed by them that said amounts shall
be so expended and applied, then and in that event the
party of the second part shall be obliged to pay for said
lands only the sum of one dollar ($1.00 per acre, pro-
vided that the party of the second part has faithfully
performed all his covenants and agreements on his part
agreed and covenanted herein to be kept and performed.
and has made his payments for the entire acreage of land
included in this contract as and when said payments shall
become due and payable. And upon the failure to apply
said one dollar ($1.00) per acre into the drainage fund
to the purpose of drainage aforesaid, then and in that
event a release of the mortgage executed by the party of
,the second prt shall be granted by said Trustees, upon
payment of the total purchase price computed at One
Dollar per acre, and the obligation of the party of the
ecd part to pay an additional dollar per acre shall

cease and determine.

t is further mutually covenanted and agreed by
the that the routes of the foregoing enum-

Se f shall considered and determined
Sand route of the work to be don~

k ~~~~
HEIP~"V



hereunder, and that the cutting of the canals along the
routes and locations designated as aforesaid and the

be launched in the waters of Lake Okeechobee or in the
Hrillsborough River, to begin the excavation of said canal
from the southeast shore of Lake Okeechoeent
Hillsborough River with all reasonable dispatch, a
shall be operated continuously in addiion to the p
fleet of 4dredges now being operated.

11. It is further covenanted and agreed by and be-
tween the parties hereto, that following the succesful
completion of the above enumerated canals out of the pro
ceeds of the Drainage Fund aforesaid, the balance of said
fund, if there be remaining, shall be applied and expended
in the construction of secondary canals, to be located as
follows:

(a) That a canal shall be cut beginning in the waters
of the Atlantic Ocean at the intersection of Cypress Creek
in Township Forty-nine (49), at the tidewaters of the At-
lantic Ocean, and extending eight (8) feet deep and
forty (40) feet wide in a westerly direction along the
channel of Cypress Creek through the rock rim on the
east shore of the Everglades into the muck lands of the
Everglades to a point where the rock does not extend to
within eight (8) feet of the surface of the land, an es-
timated distance of ten (10) miles.

(b) That there shall be cut a canal eight (8 feet deep
and forty (40) feet wide from the waters of the Atlantic

Ocean at the intersection of Arch Creek with the tide-

waters of the Atlantic Ocean in Township Fifty-Two (52),
through the rock rim on the eastern shore of the Ever-

glades into e m t a po the muck lrock is

not less than eight (8) feet below the surface of the

earth, or to the intersection of the canal heretofore re-

ferred to extending from the Miami River northward

the south canal near Fort auderdae, n estimted d
tance of ten (10) miles.
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2.Itisfurthe covenanted and agreed betwee the
parties hereto, that the specifications of all canals to be

cut hereunder shall be determined by the Trustees of the

thi cessors in off ice, after a full investigation of the * i
ro s above indicated, with the advice of skilled and

approved engineers.

It is further covenanted and agreed between the
hereto, that the mortgage given to secure the de-

payments referred to shall contain a provision to
effet that the parties of the first part, the Trustees

ofthe Internal Improvement Fund will release from the
lien thereof by partial release and satisfations, any parcel
or part of the lands therein included not less than five
sections in quanti in any one release, upon the payment
by the party of the second part of the sum of Three Dol-
lars1 ($300) for each acre so released. All amounts so
paid by the party of the second part to secure the release
of lands from the lien of said nortgage shall be credited
upon the next ensuing annual payment to be made by the
party of the second part under the provision of the second
paragraph of this contract.

14. In the event the parties of the first part shall faith-
fully keep and perform all their covenants and agreements
herein agreed by them to be kept and performed, while at
the same time the party of the second part shall fail
to make the payments as specified herein as and when the
same shall become due and payable for the entire acrage
included in this contract, or shall fail to make the pay-
ments into the Drainage Fund as herein provided, then
and in that event the party of the second part shall become
entitled to receive one acre of land for each Three Dol-
las ($300) paid in by the party of the second part, after
deducting from the total amount paid in by the party
of te second part the sum of Fifty Thousand Dallars
($50000, which um shall be forfeited by the said party
of the second part upon his failure to fully perform the

and erformed as liqidted damages.



ci th eennt suct ba adfeons forirights under this contract by the party of the second part

the arttthe parties of the first part will upon demand by the
party of the second part cause to be released from the
ttlien of said mortgage one acre of the lands therein in-

d; suce h serttlementi on, thefr ea Thre Doll
0r a e shalm release both partid the pay o th

any further liabilities or obligations here'nder.

16. It is further mutually covenanted and
stween t tte ties tere th thhee ft part u r icle of
and all the covenants, undertaking andt siuating fo her
in contained shall b biding pon the parties ofd pt
first part ad their successors in oce, and upon thee a
of the second part, his heirs, p arties t tis contrat ro
an asfurther liabilities or obligations hereunder.

Ien Witeess Whereof, The said parties of the firs part
as the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the

State of Florida have hereunto set their hands and sea
and have caused to be hereunto axed the seal of the D
partment of Agriculture of the State ofic Florna, the pat
said tichard J. Bolles, arty of the secondipart, heas xe

unto set his hand and seal, this 23rd day of December
A. D. 1908.

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of:
As to the Trustees:

N. B. BROWARD, (Seal)
W. S. JENNINGS. Governor.

A. C. CROOM, (Seal)
W. M. McINTOSH, JR. Comptroller.

W. H. ELLIS, (Seal)
Attorney General.



As to Ric 1hard J. Bolles:
W. V. KNOTT, (Sea])

W. 8. JENNINGS Treasurer.
B. E. McLIN, (SealI

M. OBRIEN. Commissioner of Agriculture.
eal) Trustees I. I. Fund of Florida.

RICHARD J. BOLLES, (Seal)

STATE OF FLORIDA, SS.
COUNTY OF LEON

I Hereby •rtify, That on this 23rd day of December,
A. D. 1908, in the State and County aforesaid, before me
a Notary Public in and for said County and State duly
commissioned to take acknowledgment of deeds, personally
came Richard J. Bolles, to me well and personally known,
and known to me to be the person described in and who
executed the foregoing articles of agreement, and he duly
acknowledged to me under oath that he executed the same
for the purposes therein expressed.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and
oficial seal, the day and year last above written.

(Seal) W. M. MoINTOSH, JR.,
Notary Public, State of Florida at Large.

My commission expires April 28, 1912.

List of Lands.

All of Sections 3, 5, 7, 9, 15, 17, 19, 21, 27, 29, 31 and
33 in Township Forty-five South, Range Forty-one East.

All of Sections 3, 5, 7, 9, 15, 17, 19, 21, 27, 29, 31 and
33 in Township Forty-six South, Range Forty-one East.

All of the odd-numbered sections in Township Forty-
seve outh, Range Forty-one East.



All of Sections 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 15,,17, 19, 21,27, 29, 31 and

33 in Township orty-eight outh, Range Forty-one EastAll of Sections 5, 7, 17, 19, 21 and 35 in ToWnship
Forty-nine South, Range orty-one East.

; All of Section one in Township iftySot,
Fory -one East.

All of Section ieven in Township Fifty Sth g
Forty-one East, South of North Canal.

All of Section Eleven in Township Fift SouthRange

Forty-one East.

of the Map of the Everglades, as embrace in UJ. S. Patent

All of Section Fifteen in Township Fifty South,

Forty-one East, south of North Canal.

All of Section Nineteen in Township Fifty South Range

Forty-one East.

East half of tion Twenty-one in Townhip Fifty South,

North half, No east Quarter of Southeast

and Southwest Quarter of Section Eleven in .owship

R , ange Forty-one East

All of Section Fiftentyth in Township Fifty South

Range Forty-one East not embraced in Subdivision No. 1
of the Map of the Everglades, as embraced in U. S. Patent
No. 137, adopted as official by the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund January 2, 1905.

All of Section Twenty-nine in Township Fifty South,
Range Forty-one East.

All of Section Thirty-one in Township Fifty South,
Range Fortyone East.

East half of Section Thirty-five in Township Fifty
South, Rance Forty-one East.

North half, Northeast Quarter of Southeast Quarter
and Southwest Quarter of Section Eleven in Towship
Fifty-one South, Range Forty-one East.

All of Section Fifteen in Township Fifty-one South.
Range Forty-one East.

All except North half of southwest quarter of Scion

· i~l,·i~2 j1



Twenty-three in Township Fifty-one South, Range Forty-

All of Section Twenty-seven in Township Fift-one
South, Range 41 East.

Lots One, Two Three and our of Section
STownship Fifty-one South, Range Forty-one

ections 1, 5, 9, 13, 17, 21, 25. 29 and 33, in Town-
-four South, Range Forty East.

llof Sections 1, 5, 9, 13, 17, 21, 25. 29 and 33 in Town-
iFortyfive South, Range Forty East.

A of the add numberd sections in Township Forty-six
Suth, Range Forty East.

All of the odd numbered sections in Township Forty-
eight South, Range Forty East.

All the odd numbered sections in Township Forty-nine
South, Range Forty East.

All the odd numberd sections in Township Fifty South,
Range Forty East, except the southeast quarter of south-
west quarter of Section Twenty-three and northwest quar-
ter of northeast quarter of Section Twenty-five.

All of Sections 5, 7,9, 17, 19, 21, 29, 31 and 33 in Town-
ship Fifty-one South, Raneg Forty East.

All of Sections 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21 and 23,
north half north half of southeast quarter and north half
of southwest quarter of Section Twenty-five north half,
north half southeast quarter, and north half of southwest
quarter of Section Twenty-seven; the north half, the north
Sal of thei southeast quarter, the north half of the south-

west uater of Section Twenty-nine; all in Township 53
(53) south of Range Forty (4a) East.

o7 and 19; Lots 2, 3 and 4; southwes,
quarter, south alf of northwest



quarter, north half of southeast quarter and southwest

quarter of Section Twenty-one;all of Sections 29 and 31 ;

all (excpt south half of southwest quarter) of Section

Thip rty ally-four (54)South,Range Forty (40) East.

All of Sections 1, 5, 9, 13, 17, 21, 25, 29 and 33 i To
ship Forty-three South, Range Thirty-nine East.

All of Sections 1, 5, 9, 13, 17, 21, 25, 29 and 33 in Town
ship Forty-four(46) South, Range Thirty-nine East.

All of the dd nections 1, 5, 9, 13, 17, 21, 25, 29 and 3, in To
ship Fortyfive(47 South, Range Thirty-nine (3East.

All of the o nuections 1, 5, , 13, 17, in Township
ship Forty-six (4) South, Range Thirty-nine East.

All of the odd numbered sections in Township Forty-
seven (4) South, Range Thirty-nine (39) East.

All of he odd numbered sections in Township Forty-s 3, 5, 7, 15,7,9, 1 and
eight south of Range Thirty-nine East.

All of the odd numbered sections in Township Forty-
nine (49) South, Range Thirty-nine (39) East.

All of Sections 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13. 15, 17, 19, 21 and 23;
the north half of Sections 25, 27 and 29 in Township
Fifty (50) South, Range Thirty-nine (39) East.

The south half of Sections 7, 9 and 11; all of Sections
13, 15, 17, 19, 21 and 23; and the north half of sections 25,
27 and 29, all in Township Fifty-one South, Range 39
East.

The south half of Sections 7, 9 and ;ll all of Sections
13, 15, 17, 19, 21 and 23; and the north half of Sections
25, 27 and 29, all in Township Fifty-two South Range
Thirty-nine East.

All of Sections 1, 3 5, 7, 9, 11,17, 19; west half of Se
tion 29; all of Section 31; and west half of Section 35; all

in Township Fifty-three South, Rae Thirty-nine Eat
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All of Sectios 13, 15i, 23, 25 and 35 in Township
Fifty-four South, Range Thirty-nine East.

p rty-two South, Range Thirty-eight East.

All of Sections 1, 5, 9, 13, 17, 21, 25, 29 and 33 in Town-spForty-three South, Range Thirty-eight East.

All of Sections 1, 5, 9, 13, 17, 21, 25, 29 and 33 in Town-
hi Fortyfour South, Range Thirty-eight East.

All of Sections 1, 5, 9,13, 17, 21, 125, 29 and 33 in Town-
ship Forty-five South, Range Thirty-eight East.

All of Sections 1, 5, 9, 13, 17, 21, 25, 29 and 33 in Town-
ship Forty-six South, Range Thirtyeight East.

All of the odd numbered sections in Township Forty-

seven South, Range Thirty-eight East.
All of the odd numbered sections in Township Forty-

eight South, Range Thirty-eight East.

All of the odd numbered sections in Township Forty-
nine South, Range Thirty-eight East.

All of sections 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21 and 23
and north half of Sections 25, 27 and 29 in Township
Fifty South, Range Thirty-eight East.

All of Sections 13, 15, 17, 19, 21 and 23 in Township
Fifty-one South, Range Thirty-eight East.

All of Sections 13, 15 17, 19, 21 and 23 in Township
iftytwo (52) South, Range Thirty-eight East.

All of Sections 13, 15, 17, 19, 21 and 23 in Township
Fift-thee Suth, Range Thirty-eight East.

fr S h Range Thirty-eight East.



o t

'*' o' •tions a. j. 9, 13, 9 1,,1.
p oth, th Range Thirtyeight East.

All of t Sections 9, 13, 17, 21, 5, n ship

ninForty-three South, Range Thirty-seven stEast.

All of Sections 1, 59, 13, 17, 21, o, 29 an in
ship Forty-four South, Range Thirty-seven ast.

All of She odd numbered Sections in Township FTship Forty-five South, Range Thirty-seven East

All the f d number Sctions in Townsh 3 in o

ship Fortyix South, Range Thirty-seven East.

All of the odd numbered ections in Township Fo
thee South, Range Thirty-seven East.

All the odd numbered Sections in Township Foity- i

Range Thirty-seven, East.n

All of the odd numbere5 d 3ections in Township For

nine South, Range Thirty-seven East.

All of the odd numbere, d Sections in Township Fif

South, Range Thirty-seven East.
All of the odd numbered Sections in Township Fifty-o

All of the odd numbered Sections in Tow i if

tween South, Range Thir n Est

All of the odd numbered Sections in Township Fifty

South , Range Thirtysseven EastE

All of Sections 3, 15, 23 and 31 in Township Forty-s
South, Range Thirty-six East.

All of the odd numbered Sections in Township Fort
seven South, Range Thirty-six East.



All of the odd niumbered Sectiona in Township Forty-
eight South, Range Thirty-six East

All of the odd numbered Sections in Township Foirty
nine South, Range Thirty-six East.

All of Sections 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23 and
27,Northwest quarter and East half of Northwest quarter

o o 29, West half of Section 31, all of Se',-on 33,
wnship Fifty South, Range Thirty-six Fast.

T report of the General Counsl presented on Decem-
r 1,908, was ordered spread upon the minutes, and ,s

and figures as follows:

ANUAL REPORT OF GENERAL COUNSEL TRUS-
TEES INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT FIND

Tallahassee, Florida, Dec. 21. 190S.
Gentlemen:

I have, the honor to submit the following memoranda
report of services rendered as counsel under resolution,
adopted by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund, under date of January 17th, 1906, as follows:

"Resolved, That Hon. W. S. Jennings be employed by
the Trustees as Counsel for the year 1906, at a salary of
($5,000) five thousand dollars, and that for the present
n other counsel be employed; that Governor Jennings

ll undertake to represent the Trustees in all litigation
which is now pending or which may arise during the year,
and to advise the Trustees upon any matter in which they
may ask his legal opinion;

ove, frthr, That the Attorney General shall be
with the counsel for the Trustees in all litiga-

i i a for against the Trustees, this action of the
Truste in requestig the Attorney General to assist the

counsel for the Trustees being taken upon the announce-



ment by the Attorney General of his wilingness to render

In this behalf, I desire to acknowledge able and effi-
cient assistance rendered in the matters herein referred
to by tn. W. F. Ellis, Attorney General.

SUMMARY.

Status of suits against the Trustees on the Rule Day in
December, 1908:

1. L. & N. . . Co. v. Trustees, commenced in iU
Circuit Court Northern District of Florida in 1902. F
decree was rendered against the Trustees for $251,102.55
and interest. Suit dismissed and final decree satisfied of
record Dec. 15, 1907.

2. Trustees vs. L. & N. R. R. Co., appeal from foregoing
decree in the United States Circuit Court of Appeals for
the Fifth Circuit. Suit settled and dismissed in January,

19078
3. Kittel v. the Trustees, commenced in the United

States Circuit Court for the Northern District of Florida
in 1903. Suit was settled and dismissed in December.
1907.

4. Trustees vs. Kittel, commenced in the U. S. Circuit
Court for the Northern District of Florida in 1903. Suit
was settled and dismissed in December, 1907.

5. L. & N. R. R. Co. vs. the Trustees, commenced in
the U. S. Circuit Court for the Northern District of Flor
ida in 1904. Suit settled and dismissed in Januay, 1908.

6. Wisner Land Co. vs. the Trustees, commenced in the
U. S. Circuit Court for the Southern District of Florida
in 1906. Suit was settled and dismissed in May, 1908.

7. Wisner Land Co. vs. the Trustees, commenced in
the U. S. Circuit Court fr the Northern District
Florida in 1907. Suit was settled and dismissed in M
1908.



8. Florida East Coast Ry. Co. vs the Trustees, com-
menced in the Circuit Court of the State of Florida, Leon

1902. Pending upon the demurrer of the de-

9Florida East Coast Canal and Transportation Com-
pany vs. the Trustees, commenced in the Circuit Court of
State of Florida in 1902. Settled.

10. United States vs. Heitman, commenced in the U. S.
Circuit Court Southern District of Florida. Final decree
dismissing bill of complaint entered 1097.

11. Southern States Land & Timber Company vs. the
Trustees, commenced against the Trustees in the U. S.
Circuit Court for the Northern District of Florida in
1906. Suit settled and dismissed in May, 1908.

12. Tallahassee Southeastern R. R. Co. vs. the Trus-
tees, commenced in the Circuit Court of the State of
Florida, Leon County, in 1905. Pending on demurrer of
defendant to bills of complaint.

13. Florida East Coast Ry. Co. vs. the Trustees, com-
menced in the U. S. Circuit Court Northern District of

Florida, 1907. Pending on demurrer of defendants to bill
of complaint.

14. Richard G. Peters vs. the Trustees, commenced in
the United States Circuit Court for the Northern District
of Florida in 1907. The demurrer of the defendants to
the bill of complaint was sustained and the bill of com-
Splaint ordered dismissed by the U. S. Circuit Judge in
1907. An appeal was taken by complainant to the United
States Circuit Court of Appeals at New Orleans, which
appeal is pending and undettrmined.

15. United Land Company vs. )the Trustees, com-
mend in the Circuit Court of the State of Florida, Dade
Couny. Pending on the exceptions of complainant to
the answer of the Trustees.

-~i-: c~~~sae fEId) D



16. Jamert A. MaSry vs. the Trustees, commenced in

the Circuit Court of the State of Florida, Leon County,

in 1907. Final decree was rendered iin favoof the co

pin avor iof the compl anant. yAn ap e Tustes
the Supreme Court, June FTerm , J19 an0 y erm,

Trand assignment of error have beee e fie also

counsel for Trustees.
18. Charles . Soot s. James Gardner and the h

tees, commenced in the Circuit CFourt o theff n C ntye

conveyance of certaiee lands under claim founded onircuit Court

"homestead" statutes of the State of Floida.s taen t teSuprfiled Deceme Court, 19June Term, 1908, Trancrpt of record

INJUNcTIONS.

It ill be observed, from thve abve summary, that there

are no injunctions in force against the Internal Improve-
ment Fund nor the Trustees in the full exercise
legislative powers and duties, under the law verning

the management and disposition of he Fund.

The nature of the suits refeedt o in the above an

foregoing summary, the purposes for which said suits. :
were instituted, the acreage and amounts int vove, and
the prayer of ertain lans d complaint f set for th at

some length in the reprt of t e of Florda. earance
date o December 26th, 1907,1which i9 re08ed to i i
aonnection and made a par h he, shou ald uch I rov-
miation e desired, and ad retii, un ouldr em lw goin
ber th e record unecessar and amouns inole, an

stated as follows:



102.55 in money. Claim of John A. Henderson, inter
venor, for the payment of bonds by the Trustees, amount-
ing to $78,000

2. Fla. East Coast Ry. Co. vs. the Trustees, suits to
compel the conveyance by the Trustees of 2,040,000 acres

ittel vs. the Trustees, suits for 87,000 acres of
lands.

4. Trustees vs. Kittel, suit involving 37,500 acres of
land.

5. Grantee of the Trustees vs. Yeoman, suit for 360 acres
of lands.

6- United States vs. Heitman. Suit to compel the re-
moval of the Hiepochee Dam.

" 7-L & N. R. R. Company vs. the Trustees. Suit to
compel conveyances of 1,117;000 acres of lands of the
Fund.

8-Florida East Coast Canal & Transportation Co.
Suit to compel conveyances of 700,000 acres of lands of
the Fund.

9-Wisner Land Company vs. the Trustees. Suit to
compel conveyance of 929,520 acres of the lands of the
Fund.

10-United Land Company vs. the Trustees. Suit to
compel the conveyance of 347,288 acres of the lands of
the Fund.

11-Tallahassee Southeastern R. R. Company vs. the
Trustee. Suit to compel the conveyance of 400,000 acres
of the lands of the Fund.

" 2-Sothern States Land & Timber Co. vs. the Trus-
. uit to copel the conveyance of 298,000 acres of

lands of the Fund.



14-i cl 2G. Pters vs. the uteVs. Su 1-

eonveyance of 1,000 acres of lands.

15-James A. Sledge vs. the Trustees. Suit to compel
conveyance of 1,000 acres of lands.

16if-The Atlantic Lumber Company vs. Wade and the
Trustees. Suit to compel the convayences of 400,000 acres
of lands.

Total Amounts in Controversy.

S It thus appears from the foregoing summary that the
total amount for which the Trustees were sued in the
various suits was six million four hundred and fifty-eight
thousand six hundred and sixty-eight (6,458,668) acres of
the lands of the Internal Improvement Fund, and five
hundred and eighty thousand dollars ($580,000) of the
moneys of the Fund.

Review of the Fund.

Some difficulty must be apparent in presenting the

cause, purpose, status and result of the litigation filed

from time to time against the Trustees of the Internal

Improvement Fund, as indicated by the foregoing sum-

mary, succinctly or within the scope of a report ib coun-

sel to the Trustees, without a brief review of the Fund,

its management and disposition.

Act of Congress of 1850. Through the efforts of en-

ator Westcott, one of the first United States Senators

from Florida, the Swamp and Overflowed Land Grant Act

was enacted, and by amendment made applicable to all the

States of the Union, which is usually referred to as t

Act of Congress, approved September 28th, 1850. Under

this act upwards of twenty milion acres of land have

been patented to the State of Florida, as will appea
the records of the nd office, and n the tabulated



ment in the biennial report of the Commissioner of Agri-
cult of Florida for 1907. The primary purpose, as ex-
pressed in the Act of Congress, is to aid the States to re-

the swamp and overflowed lands within their limits
eans of drains and levees.

Chapter 610, Laws of Florida.

The Act of Congress granting the swamp and over-

ther provides that title thereto shall be conveyed to
e various States by patents from the general govern-

ment, and in pursuance thereof, patents were issued by
the government to the State of Florida conveying all the
swamp and voerflowed lands approved subject to the dis-
posal of the Legislature.

Law of 1851. Following the enactment of the Act of
Congress, approved September 28th, 1850, the Legisla-
ture of the State of Florida passed an Act (Chapter 332)
in 1851, accepting the grant aforesaid, and made pro-
vision for a Board of Internal Improvement, composed of
a membership from the various judicial circuits of the
State. In 1854 this Board, after some effort to handle the
Fund, prepared a report setting forth the reasons why the
Board found itself unable to handle the Fund, and their
efforts and views, accompanied by a bill which it recom-
mended that the Legislature pass, and which became a law
under date of January 6th, 1855, and is known as:

Chapter 610, Laws of Florida. This act creates Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund, by designating
the Governor, Comptroller, Treasurer, Attorney General
and Commissioner of Agriculture, and their successors in
office as Tustees, and grants to said Trustees irrevocably
the lands granted to the State of Florida by the Act of
i 1841 for internal improvement purposes, remaining un-
sold, and also the lands granted to the State of Florida
under the act approved September 28th, 1850, for the
urposes and trusts therein set forth, the main trust b,-



the provisions of 610, the Trustees and the Executives of
the various administrations, up to and including the year
1879, adhered strictly to the terms of the grant by Con-
gress, its acceptance by the Legislature in 1851, and the
provisions made for the administration of
Chapter 610; and in each and every instance
Legislature sought to divert the Internal Inprove
Fund or the lands belonging thereto, to pupoes oth
than as expressed therein within the strict rule and con-
struction thereof making the Fund applicable solely to
the drainage and reclamation of the swamp and overflowed
lands, this attempted legislation was vetoed by the then
Governors; including the veto of Governor Drew in 1879
of the first railroad land grant acts that were passed by
the State Legislature, which resulted in the Legislature's
inserting in acts thereafter attempting to grant lands to
railroad companies provisions making said grants subject
to the trusts and provisions of the act approved January
6th, 1855, providing for the sale and disposition of the
lands by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
and the application f the proceeds thereof, or the use of
the lands in kind for the main purpose of the act, viz: the
drainage and rendering fit for culatvation of the swamp
and overflowed lands of the Fund.

Residuary Interest. It appears from a close examina-
tion of the variou s s of the egislature, begining
1879 and continuing down to a very recent date, attempt
ing to grant swamp and overflowed lands to enourage the
construction of railroads, aggregating 15,000,000 acres,
that only a residuary interest therein wa attempted to be
granted by the Legislature.

1879. Immediately following the several a o
Legislature attempting to grant lnds to aid in

... .i ý



struction of railroads, beginning with 1879, the Trus~e•• •es
of the Internal Improvement Fund established and ob-
served the policy of regarding such acts as absolute

grants of the lands mentioned therein and of conveying
such lands to the railroad companies in accordance with

tion of the meaning of such acts of the
Legislature; and from 1879 to 1900, inclusive, upwards of

eight million acres of swamp and overflowed lands were
the Trustees to railroad companies under leg-

islative land grants.

status of the Internal Improvement Fund to be as shown
by the following sumary of the lands on hand:
Acres of land in hands of Trustees I. I.

Fund, January 1st,1901 .............. 404,667.35
Swamp land (act of U. S. 1850).

Internal Improvement land proper (act U.
S. 1841) ....................... . . 73,706.55

Total acreage on hand..............478,373.90 acres
Acreage containedin deeds executed by

the Trustees to the Tallahassee South-
eastern Railroad Company, and which
were deposited in escrow prior to Janu-
ary 1st, 1901 ....................... 110,054.68 acres

The acres embraced in thes two deeds in escrow, to wit:
110,054.68, were included and formed a part of the item
of 404,667.35 acres of swamp and overflowed lands proper
stated above. On May 4th, 1901, through the efforts of the
new administration, these escrow deeds were canceled.

The remainder of said lands were embraced in con-
tracts or certificates agreeeing to convey them when
patented.

2. Fin ancial Statu&-And the finances of the Fund
were found to be as appears by the following financial
statement:

A n ,



Internal Improvement Fund, cash on hand..... 6,12T.95

It does not appear to be unfair to state in this connec-
tion that the incoming administration was confronted
with a great problem, and without available information
upon which to base definite action relating to the manage-
ment or disposition of the Fund. The Minutes
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund had never
been published in such form as made them available for
any comprehensive study or investigation of the
of the Fund. The records, books, files, etc., in the ar
of the Capitol, relating to and incident to the
ment and disposition of the Fund for a period of fifty
years seemed to make it impossible for the State officials
burdened with so many duties and responsibilitie
and pressing matters demanding personal attention, to
take up in any consecutive manner the study of a subject
of this magnitude, surrounded as it appeared to be with
universal misunderstanding approaching mystery. The
members of the incoming cabinet had served in the Legis-
lature, where it had been stated on the floor of the House,
and that not infrequently, by men who were supposed to
be fully advised of their statements, that there were no
lands in the Internal Improvement Fund, nor to be ac-
quired by it, except what had long prior thereto been
granted to railroad companies.

Uowtrary Views.-On the other hand, it was asserted
with equal positiveness by those who were supopsed to be
in a position to know that there were from eight to ten
million acres of swamp and overflowed lands in the Fund,
or subject to the provisions of the Act of Congress. pa-
ents to which could be acquired by the asking.

No Records.-When the Governor, other Trustees or
inquirers sought definite information on any particular
line of investigation, either at the land office or of
custodian of the records of the Trustees of the ntnal



inquiry. For instance, if inquiry was aiad 'of the lan
office for the total acreage of the lands granted under Act

of Congress of September 28th, 1850, there was no avail-
from which an answer could be furnished. If

i i made to the Trustees, or to the land depart-
e e number of acres that the State was entitled

er was the same-there was no available rec-
which it could be furnished. Thus it was, if in-

was made for th total acreag deeded to the various
d or either of them, to obtain the answer would

require weeks and perhaps months of time of the experi-
enced force of the land office, to examine each and every
deed, and tabulate the information, through plts and
maps, original deeds not of record and not indexed, lost

s it were, in the archives of the land office. Likewise,
relating to lands granted to canal companies or sold to
individuals, and thus it was made an extremely tedious
and difficult affair, more so than people generally may
realize, for the incoming Trustes to get the data upon
which to reach a conclusion, or to base a future policy for
their own efforts in the management and control of the
tund and disposition of the lands, if any. This condition

existed during the greater part of the administration end-
ing January, 1905.

Siysteimtic Inquiry Made.-Finally the Executive and
other Trustees determined upon a systematic plan of re-
search for the purpose of gaining a comprehensive, sys-
tematic classification of the lands patented to the State,
deeded by the Trustees to railroads, individuals, drainage
companies and canal companies, and the laws governing
the same, together with statistical tables showing the
status of such lands, railroad grants, mileage railroads
constructed and other necessary information, to be put
in sape to iow the status of the Fund and constitute a

record for the use of the Trutees. In aid of

11~~; 1·i"""""" ·"



'5 "3• i i530 i

i ": the iclassified by the land department and Secretary of Trus-

tioned under the act of 1855, and other data
thereto, showing the number of the chapter of the law,
date of the act, name of the company, number of years
within which the road should be completed, acres of land
granted under each charter, how grants were satisfied,
amendments to the charter, deficiency grants, acres
within the six and twenty-mile limits, which table was
completed by the land department as of the 6th day of
August, 1904, and shows 115 railroad land grant acts of
the Legislature, under which nine million acres, in round
numbers, had been deeded to railroad companies with out-
standing and unsatisfied claims under said grants of
approximately six million acres more.

2. A compilation of all the land grant acts of the Leg-
islature was caused to be prepared by the Secretary of the
Trustees.

3. A statement of lands granted and conveyed to canal
and drainage companies, showing the name of each com-

pany, the number of acres under each grant, the total
acreage deeded, and the balance claimed by each com-

pany. An answer to this inquiry on the form as prepared
was furnished by the land department under date of

August 6, 1904, which showed that there had been granted

a total of 3,119,186.92 acres and deeds had been executed

by the Trustees thereunder, embracing 2,252,816.96 acres,
leaving a balance claimed by the companies aggregating
870,696.43 acres.

4. A statement of the lands granted and conveyed to

constructed railroads, showing the number of acr

granted to railroad companies under Legislative enac

ments out of the swamp and overflwed lands aten



to the State, the number of acres deeded and approved to
railroad companies thereunder, the name of the Company

the number of miles constructed, the number of acres
granted per mile, the number of acres under special grant

of the alternate sections within the six-mile limit, the
nub of acres within the twenty-mile limit, the num-

of acres under special grant deeded and in certificate,
the total acres deeded and in certificate, the balance

claimed under special grants, which information was fur-
by the Land Office, and the Secretary of Trustees

in the form indicated, showing the total number of miles
of railroad constructed to be 1,126, the total number of
acres granted to be 12,003,402.66, and the total number
of acres deeded and in certificate to be 7,250,144.67; and
the balance claimed under said grants to be 5, 607,055.28.

5. A statement of the lands embraced in the certifi-
cates issued by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund to railroad companies, showing in tabulated form
the name of the company, the total amount in each cer-
tificate, the acreage deeded, the amount patented to the
State and not deeded, the acreage not patented to the
State and not deeded, and lands deeded to settlers and
others. In answer to this inquiry, on August 6th, 1904,
the information was furnished as requested, showing
that there had been certificates issued including 1,325,-
109.45 acres; that there had been 410,887.47 acres deeded;
that there had been 671,752.58 acres patented and not
deeded of the lands described in said certificates; that
there had been 242,469.38 not patented and not deeded..

6. An inquiry for a tabulated statement in summary
form as indicated, showing the number of acres of swamp
and overflowed lands patented to the State up to August
8th, 1904, the number of acres deeded and approved to
railroad companies, the number of acres deeded to canal
companies, to Disston and others, in reply to which the
following summary was furnished



tinds Patented to the State to August 6th, 1904:

Deeded to railroad oinpanies..i,25231T.6
Deeded to canal companies... 2,252,816.96
Deeded ito Hanilton Disston.e ui000,000.00
Deeded teo Dikerson .... ...... 248 602.98
Deeded to Jackson. .......... 113,04.00

Deeded to individuals not un-
der legislative grants ...... 2200,1331

Total disposed of prior to A-
gust 6, 1904 ......... 17,056,932 .7

Leavin a balance on hand Au-
gust 6th, 1904 of.......... 3,076,90.6

The. Everglades Patent No. 137 for 2,800,080 acres was
obtained in 1903, and at the same time inquiry was made
of the Land Department in Washington for a statement
showing the superficial area of Florida, the lands hereto-
fore patented and also the acreage not patented, fronm

which miight be determined the question as to whether or
not the State was entitled to eight or ten million acres
land under the act of 1850, r whether the acreage had
been exhausted, as was contended by many. In response
to this inquiry a ýstatement was furnished showing the
total area of the land surface of the State of Florida T
be 35,072,640 acres; that these had been appropriaed,
which I understand to mean patented, to August 6th,
190i4, 33,895,534 acres, the difference being 1,77,106
acres unappropriated or under reservations, water, etc.

The question whether or not the Ste was entiled to

ight or ten million acres of land nde th grant of 1850,
or had exhausted is claim, is dtermined by the follow-



ing statement, gathered from the two previous statements

The Government's statement shows the total area of
surface of Florida to be 35,072,640 acres; that

33 5,534 acres have been hertofore patented, leaving
remaining after deducting homestead lands, reservations
ad water surface an estimated area of only 200,00(
acres of swamp and overflowed lands.

It is pleasing to note that since these tables were
prepared, the Commissioner of Agriculture has embodied
th in his printed reports, together with other tables

touching the various phases of land matters, their classi-
fcation and status, to which has been compiled and addei

Slist of the public schools under the various ownerships
or vestitures of title, which is considered of incalculable
value to the landed interests of the State, and furnishes
comprehensive, accurate and available information to the

Thus the term of the 1901-1905 administration was taken
up in the study and investigation of the status of the
Fund, the various railroad land grants and claims there-
under, canal grant, contracts, reservations, and certifi-
cates; ascertaining the power and duties of the Trustees
in the management and disposition of the lands of the
Fund and in he preparation of defences to the various
suits instituted, the result of which was set forth at length
in resolutions declaring the policy of the Trustees, the
status of the many claims, and the revocation of those not
considered of any validity or of any binding force and
ffect,as will appear at Vol. 5, pages 259-272 incsive of the

printed minutes of the Trustees.

One of the most comprehensive of these resolutions is
the first one on page 267 of Volume 5 of the Minutes, as

"Therefore be it resolved by the Trustees of the Inter-
nal Improvement Fund, all being present; That the Trus-
tees adhere strictly tthe provisions of the Act of January
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and duc s anies made podemnd for hich said trst as

granted, and that they will assert their rights and defend

te Tstees of the lInteralnted nd irrevoby veted in
questions of puorities tbeween set frth o reclaimin sai
land grants to large aes ofand dans

Railroad Companies Demand Deed8-During the early

part ed tothe var1ious contending avs of various rail
This led to thanee i nvestigation of he whole ub e te

utes in ook for the employment of counsel to advisete
rustees on the question of thr poweren s ander duties r

lating to the nd, arde the disposition of the lands
thereof. This was followedinvestigation of the decision on the pmatter

of the incoming Trustees that the rcarota land gfans t
thereof. This was followed by the decision on the part

were not grants of an absolute title to the lands but on
the contrary were only residuary grants; that the title to
all of the lands granted to the State by the Act of Con-
gress of September 28th, 1850, was irrevocably vested in
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund in 1855,
long prior to any of the railroad land grant acts, which
passed the legal title; that said act of 1855 was still in
force and effect and therefore the legislature did not
possess the legal right to said lands in 1879 or subsequent
thereto to grant to railroad, companies or other grantees
an absolute title, but only had the power to grant the
residuary inteiest, subject to the trusts created by the act
of 1855; and having arrived at this conclusion, the Trus-
tees determined upon a policy equivalent and similar in
effect to the first policy observed by the Trustees during
the period from 1855 to 1879, inclusive.

Trustees Decline to Excoute Deeds. The Trustees hav-
ing arrived at this conclusion determined not to execut
deeds under or by virtue of any railroad lan grant act



of the legislature, and upon the announcement of this
decision and policy, the suits above enumerated were in-

istittedt e ther• • 
i ih Trustees to execute deeds under and

by virtue of the various land grants, represented by the
various railroad companies, complainants in the suits

enumerated; hence the litigation that has followed,
ginning in the year 1902.

No Lands Deeded. 1901-1905-During the administra-
t nding January 1st, 1905, no deeds were executed by
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund under

and by virtue of said land grant acts, either voluntarily or
by the orders of the courts.

1905-1909-TDuring the present administration, begin-
ning January, 1905, the litigation has been vigorously
pursued as is indicated by the suits enumerated, more
particularly set forth in former reports referred to, and in
no instance has any of the courts in which the suits de-
creed that the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
should execute a deed to any of lands attempted to be
granted by virtue of said railroad land grants, or any of
them.

Certificates-Following the policy of deeding lands
under said railroad land grants to railroad companies be-
ginning about 1888, certificates, as they are commonly
called, were issued in many instances by the Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Fund to various railroad com-
panies, certifying that under and by virtue of the act of
the legislature (identyfying such acts) a certain railroad
company had complied with said act by the construction
of a certain mileage of railroad as stated therein, and
thereby became entitled to a certain acreage of land, in
accordance with the provisions of said grant; and further
certifying that when the lands particularly described, in
said certificate should become patented to the State of
Florida, then and in that event the Trustees of the Inter-

al Improvement Fund bound themselves and their suc-
cessors in office to execute a good and sufficient deed to
said lands as herein described, to said company. Such



' arrassment and tetion It is clear that the Tru

iorized by law to execute such co ats or ertifiat

that ri nceunthoders have pur sd thesand secondly, that the Trustees were not authorized b

statute to binde their successors in oriace such an i-

cuibrance on the trust fund, and at the same tim

an erlen ustions haave douben teise y appaeb li

teeis ro te psen t doesinistr meaon and Many istanes
hvi sever al e inst e attent oflaro e the Trus anid the

counsel in which it is asserted with comobtrating proof

relying upon the honor and good faith of the State of
Florida for deeds thereunder, in accordance with the ternis

in various counties where the lands described therein were

braced in such ceficates; but lit is pra t e smin
connection, t they hSae invo been req uird nto of th
any deee of anl cri except possibly in the inTrs-
of tee ttle case in the nisti pration an ato stt leent
acre he istances of rhe e areas described and em
bad embraced in sch er onetrcts pro er tif tates isn this

Internal Iomplrveent Fhe nt eee equire ato thdo so
antio, in lieu of ceurtif exceptd lans, in in the instanceInternal Improvement Fund deeded', except at their own

compromises made by them.

that the contention of the ste of t nt
provement Fund, based upon the decision of the Trustees
in 1901, ad observed by them subsequently has beei ex-
npessly sustained by the courts and does not appear ce ba



longer a question of controversy. The whole subject at-
ter was resolved in one case, that of the Southern State,

Land & Timber Company before Judge Swayne, upon :m
application to enjoin the Trustees from the exercise of

any discretionary power over the Fund, or any disposition
of any of the lands for any purpose other than to deed

to railroad companies under their respective land
ga made by the Legislature, and especially as expressed
S ar of the bill in this language:

t the Trustees be enjoined from selling or disposing
o y of the lands patented to the State of Florida by the

t of Congress of September 28th, 1850, and from pledg-
Sinumbering or otherwise charging the same or any

par thereof for the purpose of drainage and reclamation,
nd further for a perpetual writ of injunction enjoining

and restraining said Trustees from selling or otherwise
isposng of or charging said lands for the puropse of

drainage and reclamation under any contract or other-
wise."

This proposition involved the entire Fund. It was a
test case, tacitly agreed upon by all of the railroad com-
panies and so presented. The Trustees, on the one hand,
claimed that they had the power to do all of the things
complained of, and full discretion to sell and dispose of
the lands, and to use the proceeds thereof for purposes of
drainage and reclamation; and, as it will be observed, the
railroad land grant claimants claimed that the lands of
the entire Fund belong to them, and were not subject to
sale and disposition by the Trustees for the purpose of
drainage and reclamation. This whole case was raised
by this bill of complaint, and the whole Fund, its man-
agement and disposition, depended upon the result thereof.
After argument, the Court made provision under an order
for a temporary injunction, as follows:

"That said Trustees shall have the right to sell or other-
wis ispose of said lands a number of acres not exceed-
ing oe huided thousand, for the purpose of using
th proceds f prposes of drainage and reclamation,



and shall have the right, after six months from this date,

to make aexprepliy at orider toh-

ing ther sale r dispos of sai lands pp

press pup of using the cede f;. tha

drainage and reclamation and a the eee th

Trust."

An or andr embracing t sell above was signd b Jd
iwayne onhs the 2d day of May, 1907. It will be

that h e expressly authorizes and empowers the Ts
sell or otherwt ise d ispose of said lands as state, f

during is fifty years exisence, It expressly i ds "the

express purposf the of using the proceeds for the purpose
nd rine and reclamation; and to apply to the court f

authority and permission to sell more lands at the end of

counel representing the various railroad companies for a

six mocanths, for the purpose of drainage and req for aation

in accordance with the prayer of e, bill quoted abo•

and paying the expenses of the trust. This is the most

fore Judge Swayne, argument closing on the 20th day
of May, at which time the Judge modified the order in

important dcispart rendered in connection with the Fun

during its fifty years existence. It expressly upholds the

contention of th ng e Trustees and the policy adopted in 19
and sinceumbserved an sid followed. d

and reclamation which seemed to settle te ewhole suect
of the main and general litigation aanst the Trustees,

This decision was followed b y notice and motion of
counh were bseing the varions railroad companies for

modification of said injunction, and a request for an order

in ticordance with issued by the prayer of the ill quoted above.

The cause came on for hearing and was re-argued be-
fore Judge Swayne, argument closing on the 20th day

of May, at which time t u th e Jugd the order in

some immaterial part, but declined to change or revoke

the feature f thorizin the Trustees to sell or dispose of
or cialumber any of said lands for the purpos of in'a age

and reclamation which seemed to settle the whole subject
of the main and general litigation against the Trustees,
which was followed by the settlements mentioned, all of
which were based upon questions of contracts or cer-
tificates issued by the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund prior to 1901.

Case of Maloite vs. Yooman -In the case of Malone, a
grantee of the Trustees, against Yoeman, in the Sixth
Judicial Circuit of the State of Florida, in and for DeSoto
County, a deciscion was rendered squarely on the merits
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of the contention of the Trustees, which clearlyestblished
that the title vested in the Trustees is superior• to th

residuary interest granted to the railroad companies 1by
land grant acts of the Legislature This sui

ejectment, the issues were made up upon a statu-
to declaration and plea of not guilty, the plaintiff

n title by virtue of a deed from the Trustees of
nternl Improvement Fund; the defendant claiming

Sdeed based upon a legislative land grant to the
ineville, Ocala & Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company,

approved March 4th, 1879.

At the trial, the plaintiff introduced his deed from the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, etc., and
rested his case, whereupon the defendant offered in
evidence the land grant approved March 4th, 1879, as a
basis of his title to overcome the plaintiff's title, to which
the plaintiff's counsel filed objections and those upon
which the Court basedt its opinions are as follows:

"Fifth: Because when the lands were patented to the
State of Florida the legal title to the lands vestd in the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund under and
by virtue of the of the a legislature approved January
6th, 1855, Chapter 610, Laws of Florida, and subject to
the uses, trusts, purposes and management of the character
of lands therein designated by the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund and their successors as therein ex-
pressly setforth, and therefore were not in the State of
Florida, and the State of Florida did not have the lands
of the character therein designated, embracing the lands
described in the declaration of this suit being a part of
such designation of lands. And therefore, the State having
parted with said lands under and by virtue of the act of
1855, granting the same irrevocably to the Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Fund and their successors, sub-
sequent legislatures had no power or title to grant to any
railroad company or corporation or individual for any
pnIpose that would not be subject and subordinate to
the provisions and trusts of said act of January 6, 1855,
which trusts have not been performed and discharged, but



its rights, title grand interest in and to the lands cribd

in the declarat ui on in this suit, said lads having been
greptad under and by vrthue of the Act of Congress of

Setrctber 28, 185 and of the characr n s at

ea d swamp and oeriolwed, by an t the legisl at

pproved January 6f 1850, pirrevocrbly, cnvstin d a
tin fivet Trustees therein f ntioned and
in ondice thet unde an f said land of the character
designated, anfed for the ustes and purposes and
which trusnd have not been discharged and cormpleted
That the ekrant to the State by the Federal Gov

of said land upon conditions then expressed, and the

aeeping the ldgrant byesce the State constituted a
trac. That this contract was binding upon the Ste

upon the Tu s. of the I;itea 'Iaf fa i
the date of said/ ct of• te es of Ma · ,

and could not be violated by the legislature that the

legislature of 1880-1881, Chapter 1199, and the Act of
the Legislature of 1870, Chapter 1784, constituted a con-

tract inf the Trustees of the Internal Improvemnta

Fund; that under and by virtue of said acts of the leg-

aist ure refernd to the Trustees of the Internal Iprove

ment Fund wamade and entered into a contract with the
Peace Creek Emigrant and Agricultural Company con-
cerning the lands described in the declaration in this suit,
That this contract was binding upon the State and binding
upon the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund at
the date of aid Act of the Legislature of arch 4, 1879,

and could not he violated b the Legislature of Florida
without infringement of the contract and primary use
and purpose and trust expressed in said laws of reclaim-
ing said swamp and overflowed lands, and any attempt
of the legislature to divert the Internal Improvement
Fund and defeat the purposes of said act of 1855 and 1880-
1881 and 1870, such as the act of 79 ofered here by the
defendant would be n infringement of the Constitution
of Florida of theCostitution of the United States, and



is therefore inoperative and ineffectual and subordinate
to the said act of 1855, and is therefore unconstitutional

S e admitted as evidence oi f 'title to lands

Which objections were sustained by Judge Wall in the
following written order:

act of January 6th, 1855, having vested in the
ssof the Internal Improvement Fund all the swamp
rflowed lands granted to the State of Florida by

t of Congress of September 28th, 1850, the act of
granting certain of those lands to the Gainesville,

a and Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company was not
gr in praesenti but only a contract on the part of the

tate to grant certain lands on the construction of the
road, and the title to the lands in controversy having

ppssed to the plaintiff by a deed from the Trustees prior
to that time the grant, so far as the lands in controversy
are concerned, was inoperative. The objection to its in-
troduction is therefore sustained, to which ruling the
defendants by counsel object.

(Signed.) "J. B. WALL,
"Judge."

The Court thus sustained the contention of W. S. Jen-
ings, counsel for the Trustees, and directed a verdict in
favor of the plaintiff. From this decision the defendants
gave notice of appeal, but did not perfect the appeal,
and the judgment became final.

Successful Policy of Trustees.-Thus it will be seen that
the litigation has been favorable to the Trustees of the
nternal Improvement Fund and that no suit has been

negl-ted or lost nor decided adversely to the Trustees,
the suits above enuerated, based upon open land

ra claims or touching the powers and duties of the
Sin the exercise of their discretion in the man-

t o the Fund, the sale of the land, and the use of
the proceeds thereof for the purpose of drainage d re-



the public lands.

Those chapters marked with a star (*) are grants
which are still unsatisfied, *and upon which claims and
demands are being urged against the Internal
ment Fund.

All the other grants have either been fully satis
deeds from the Trustee of lans o in settlement theeo
were forfeited through failure to construct the railroad
mentioned in the Act.

ession of 1879-Chapters *3167, *3168, 3170, 3173.

Session of 1881-Chapters 3328, 3329, 3330, 3331, 3332,
3333, 3334, -3335, 3336, 3337, 3338, 3342.

Session of 1883-Chapters 3484, 3485, 3486, 3488, *3491,
3492, *3493, *3494, 3495, 3496, 3498, 3499, 3500.

Session of 1885-Chapters 3640, 3641, 3644, 3645, 3646,
3648, 3650, 3651, 3652, 3653, 3654, 3655, 3656.

Session of 1889-Chapters 3988, 3989, 3990, 3995, *3996,
3999, 3991, 3900, 3901

Sessitn of 1887-Chapters 3798, 3799, 3801, 3808, 3822,
3823.

Session of 1891-Chapters 4074, 4097, 4099, 4100, 4101,
4103, 4104, 4114.

Session of 1893-Chapters 4252, 4253, 4254, 4255, 4259,
*4260 (see note on this Chapter), 4262, 4266 4267.

Session of 1895-Chapters 4465, 4467, 4468, 4469, 4474,
*4475, 4483, *4477, 4478, 4482.

Session of 1897-Chapters 4619, 4623, 4625.

Session of 1899-Chapters 4804, 4632, 4832.

Note 1. All of the above grants were by their terms
expressly msade subject to the trusts enacted in the act
January 6th, 1585, creating the Trustees of the Internal



Improvement Fund, and to the control, management, sale
and ap ation of said lands by said Trustees, and to

the satisfaction of prior grants.

Note 2. The largest unsatisfied grant is No. 4260 of the
above table, made in the year 1893, to the Jacksonville,

StAugustine and Indian River Railway Company, which
s sice changed its name to the Florida East Coast Rail-

y Company, under which 2,040,000 acres of lands are
l ed by said company. Said grant, however, contains
following provosions, to wit: "That the grant herein

al not take presedence of any grant to any railroad
heretofore made, when said railroad has complied with the
terms of its charter; and provided, that the State of
Florida shall not be liable to the grant herein, if there be
no land which said road can secure under this grant.'

TABLE NO. 2.

This table shows the dates and numbers of the Chapters
of Acts of the Legislature containing land grants, which
have since been assigned to the State Board of Education,
as a part of settlements and compromises made by the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund with railroad
companies in the years 1907 and 1908.

It will be specially observed that these five grants are
the five earliest grants made at the sssions of 1879, 1881
and 1883, and therefore have priority over all subsequent
and later grants. Under them the State Board of Edu-
cation has become and now is the owner of the residuary
interest of said railroad companies in and to about 1,932,-
000 acres of lands, part of which were also contracted to
be conveyed to said railroads, by contracts executed by
the Trustees known as " certificates" and shown in the
table. This prior, superior and preferred claim of the
State Board of Education, to 1,932,000 acres of lands, is
greater than the total acreage now remaining in the Fund



Year. Chapter. Name of Railroad. Acreage.
1879 3167 Gainesille, Orala & Obar

In certificates ......... 513,7141,18
1879 3168 Tampac Pieace Crek & St.John R. R. Co., after-

wardsJ. T. & K. W. Ry. Co. 19,696.62
1879 3170 Silver Springs Oala & Gulf

R. C. Co.:
In Certificates ...... 155,743.82

n open gra.. ... ..... 157,34.5
1881 3335 Pensacola & Atlantic R. R.

Co., now Louisville -
Nashville II. . Co., open
grant .................. 1,072,376.91

1883 3491 South Florida Railroad Com-

pany .................... 93,175.29

Total ............... 1,932,048.3

Further reference is made to the land tables prepared
by the Honorable Commissioner of Agriculture, and to
appear in his biennial report for the year 190.

Prior Rights of chool Fun-The Constitution of
Florida of 1868, provides that twenty-ive per cent. of
the proceeds of the sales of all publi lands not otherwise
appropriated shall be paid into the State School Fund.
This provision had never been recognized by the Trustees
and no accounting had ever been had, nor ha any ones
received from the sale of publie lands been paid into
he State School Fund prior to the year 1907. About

October 1907, this question was pressed by Governor



Sand caefuly investigated by counsel for th
es, who afterwards prepared resolutions that were
a y the State Board of Education in October, 1907,
calling upon the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
dor an accounting, etc. Later the Governor in-
of the Attorney General for an opinion, which
dered about February, 1908, holding in effect

t he provision of the Constitution referred to applied
t he lands of the Internal Improvement Fund. The
cognition of this claim of the State Board of Education

nst the Internal Improvement Fund was considered
n important feature and largely influenced the adjust-

ment and settlement of claims by the Trustees of the
Internal Improvement und and conveyances to he
School Board under said: settlements.

Settlements of Far-reacling Conseqwnces.-The settle-
ments which are merely referred to in this report have
been fully reported upon heretofore, and appear in the
minutes of the Trustees.

Residuary Interest.-The residuary interest in the lands
of the Internal Improvement Fund is of exceeding magni-
tude and of the greatest importance, and its value should
have been recognized by the Legislature in dealing with
it. Under the act of 1855, creating the Internal Improve-
ment Fund and designating the Trustees thereof, and
clothing them with vast powers. duties and discretion,
the State, nevertheless, retained the beneficiary and re-
sulting interest in said domain. Therefore, if the swamp
and ovrflowed lands, or any considerable part thereof
were drained and reclaimed by the use of part of the
lands in kind or the proceeds of sales thereof, thus en-
hancing the value of the lands so reclaimed and owned
as the result of frugal and wise management, all of the
lands thus remaining on hand at the conclusion of such
work would belong to the State of Florida as the bene-
ficiary of the trust, and necessarily subject again to the
disposition of the legislature. Thus, the question was
ofttimes asked during the discussion of the questions
3S-- I



in volved ipan for the present drainage operatin "Who will
the lands belong to when drained?," and it must be ad-

f actorily under the the co ditio of te tite to aid
ansufficient ac.reageof land y
of certifcates, irservations, ec., he question of te
the remaining two million lancrs owf ladefiniy an
n the Fund, which had prev t asly en gtteentd. of

resida y riterestl in saidn lands by Leislars,ar

improvidently, but doubtless in good• faith, whichist
nal disposition of the whole landed interest,ion, o

main title nder the grant of 185, t the Trustees, nmn

the residuary interest remaining in the State as bene
ficiary by subsequent legislatures and by their legal
transfers and conveyances vesting the residuary interest
in the State Board of Education, and therby removes
the question from further claims or legislative disposition.

Present Acreage of the Fund.-The total acreage no
on hand in the Fund is approximately two million acres,
subject to sale, management and control by the Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund for purposes e
pressed in the act of 1885, the main purpose being that
of drainage and reclamation. The State Board of Educ
tion of Florida holds conveyances completely incluin
the entire acreage that shall reain in the Fund afte t
purposes thereof have been accomplished.

OPINIONs.

During the year 1908 I1 have prepared and furnished

reply to inquiries from the Trustees, legal opinions in the

following instances:



(1.) Opinion relating to rights of way for canals in the

(2.) Opinion relative to indemnity lands.

of the proceeds of the sales of public lands to the School

SOpinions relating to the proposition for settle-
t with the United Land Company.

.) Opinion relating to lands patented! to the State
bequent to the deed of the Trustees to Dickerson.

(6. Opinion relating to indemnity claims and the dis-
position of moneys received from the Government there-
~nder.

(7.) Opinion relating to tolls on the application of
the Florida Coast Line Canal & Transportation Company.

(8.) Opinion on the proposition of Charles A. Scoit

to drain the Everglades.
(9. Opinion on the legal status, and what should be

done on the part of the State incident to closing the
Swamp Land Claim under the Act of Congress of 1850.

BRIEFS.

During the year 1908, in addition to opinions furnished
the Trustees I have prepared for use in connection with
the cases pending, briefs in the following instances:

(1.) On the demurrer to the second amended b'll of
complaint in the case of the Florida East Coast Railway
Company, presented at the oral argument.

(2.) On the demurrer to the bill of complaint in ths
case of Rihehrd G. Peters, presented at the oral argument
in the United States Court.

(3.) On the demurrer to the bill of complaint in the
case of the United Land Company, presented at the oral
argumnent in the State Court.

(4). On the exeptions to the answer of the Trustees
in the United Land Company case.



of Richard . Peters, appellant, vs. the Trustees, in the
United States Circuit Court of Appeals.

(7.) On the demurrer in the case of James A. Sledge,
presented at the hearing in the State Cirucit Court.

(8.) In the case of the Trustees, appellants, vs. James
A. Sledge, in the State Supreme Court.

(9.) On the demurrer in the case of Elbert N. M
vs. the Trustees, in the State Circuit Court.

(10.) On behalf of the Trustees, appellants, vs. Elbert
N. Mabry, in the State Supreme Court.

CONFERENCES WITH TERUSTS.

During the year 1908 I have attended all conferences

and meetings of the Trustees when requested so to do.

I have appeared before the United States Court at Tampa,
Jacksonville, Pensacola and Tallahassee, and before the

State Circuit Courts at Titusville and Quincy, and argued

the questions invoiced in the litigation pending in the

various cases and all matters requiring attention. I have

given prompt attention to all matters that have bctn

assigned to me for opinion during the year, the details of

which have been fully reported from time to time to the

Trustees, all of which matters have been disposed of in

reports promptly made to the Trustees.

Respectfully Submitted,

W. S JENNN[NGS

General Counsel.

Upon consideration of the contract with R. J. Bolles

hereinbefore setforth at length, preceding the report of

W. S. Jennings, General Counsel, same was agreed to

approved and accepted and it was



Resolved, That said contract be and the same is hereby
entered into by and between the Trustees of the Internal

Improvement Fund of the State of Florida and Richard
J. Bolles, to be signed and executed by the Trustees in
upliate, whereupon one copy shall be delivered to the

T of the Internal Improvement Fund and one
oy tereof to Richard J. Bolles, whereupon the notes

of Ricrd J. Bolles and the mortgage on the land pur-
hase for the deferred payments of the purchase money

Ssaid lands were presented and upon examination were
fod to be in due form and duly executed in accordance
with said contract, which are hereby approved and ac-
cepted, and it is ordered that the mortgage be recorded
in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of the coun-
ties wherein the lands, or any part thereof are situated,
simultaneously with the filing and recording of the deed
from the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund,
No. 16198, to Richard J. Bolles, conveying said lands.

It was further Resolved, That the sale aforesaid be con-
firmed, and the Honorable Commissioner of Agriculture
as Salesman for the lands of the Internal Improvement
Fund be and is hereby requested to prepare the deed in
the usual form, embracing the usual reservations and con-
veying the lands referred to andi described in the proposi-
tion of said Richard J. Bolles to be executed by the Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund and delivered to
the purchaser, the cash payment stipulated in saidi ne-
gotiations as part of the purchase money for said lands
in accordance with said contract having been duly paid
into the Internal Improvement Fund.

The Trustees then adjourned.

Attest:

W. M. McINTOSH, JR., N. B. BROWARD,

Secretary. Governor.
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