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CITY HALL AND MUNWICIPAL OFFICES

At one time Miami's City Hall was located in the Dade County
Courthouse. However, due to the expansion of both City and County
activities, it was necessary for the City to vacate, For the past
twenty years, a large share of the City offices have been located
in converted government barracks and the former Pan American
Adlrways Administrative Building at Dinner Kay.

1t has often been advocated that it would be desirable to
consolidate as many City offices as possible at one convenient
location. But, it has also been discussed that not all Cicy
functions could be, or should be, consolidated at one site. Certain
Departments or Divisions, because of their very nature, should be
located at their respective sites. The Departments of Public
Properties and Sanitation, for example, are most appropriately
situated at the site of their vast service facilities at the
Center of the City's population. S5till other Departments, such as,
Communications, Law, Yacht Docks, and Water and Sewers, are now
located in adequate new quarters. Therefore, with two or three
exceptions, those offices not already located in permanent new
quarters, or appropriately situated in reference to their
functions, are all located at Dinner Key. The gquestion, therefore,
is principally one of location rather than consolidation.

The present City Hall site at Dinner Key has great aesthetic
potential which unfortunately has never been developed. Spacious
park-like surroundings with ‘ample parking could provide a refreshing
relief from the usual cold, crowded, institutional atmosphere
that is generally prevalent with governmental offices.

The existing City Hall Euilding is an attractive and a
reasonably structurally sound building. It contains about 237 of
the floor space necessary for these offices that would be locaced
at Dinner Key. Past studies have shown that the remaining oflices
could be located in two or more new buildings, costing an estimated
total of 53 million. '

A Downtown Government Complex

The present plan of the City is for the comstruction of city
hall facilities within a government building complex in the
Downtown Area.
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CITY HALL AND
. MUNICIPAL OFFICES
In June 1966, Doxiadis Associates in its report "Downtown
Miami Comprehensive Plan'" recommended that the community set as a
goal the concentration of government administration in the down-
town area so as to achieve maximum effieciency of services.

In June 1967, the Downtown Development Authority of the City
of Miami suthorized the preparation of proposals and illustrative
plans for a. downtown governmental center. Thelr study showed that
from a space inventory point of view, the City of Miami appears
to have ample office space for its services, but that this 1is
misleading because the various departments are housed in buildings
not designed for their present use and thus the available space
is not used to its full functional potential.

It was recommended in the Doxiadis Plan that the government
center, housing City, County, State, and Federal agencies, be
built in the area between N. W. lst Court and N. W. Miami Court
extending from 5. W. lst Street to N. W. 5th Street.

A management consultant firm was retained by Metropolitan
Dade County to gather detailed data and prepare a more specific
{' report on the governmental center complex. This report was
completed in June 1970. The cost estimate given for the City of
Miami's portion of the downtown governmental complex was as

follows:
Buildings $ 6,600,000
Parking 1,920,000
Landscaping 1,200,000
Land Acquisition 840,000

Total  § 10,560,000

4 Bond Issue in this amount was proposed in the June 30,
1970 General Obligation Bond Election, but was defeated by
almost a 3 to 2 margin. .

In May 1970, a joint meeting of the City and County Commis=-
sioners had been héld to discuss the Downtown Government Center.
At that meeting, a site bordered by the FEC right-of-way, I-93,
N. W. 5th Street, and West Flagler Street was agreed upon.

In August 1971, land appraisals began. By October Dade County:

_ 1. Had obtained title to two blocks as a site for a
new Courts and office building. This was the area bordered by
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CITY HALL AND
MUNICIPAL OFFICES

the FEC right-of-way, N. W. 2nd Avenue, N. W. lst Street, and
N. W. 2nd Street.

2. Was getting appraisals on 1% blocks for the site of
a State office building. This site was bordered by the FEC right-
of-way, N. W. lst Avenue, N. W. 4th Street, and N. W. 5th Street,
The County had $600,000 budgeted for purchase of & site for the
State building and was contemplating ‘a lease-purchase coantract,
with Dade County serving as the developer and lagdlord during
the lease.

By May 1972, however, several proposals had taken place
which indicated an updating of plans was needed. These proposals
included:

1. The location of a City of Miami Convention Center
with the complex.

2, The éhoosing of another site for a State office
building.

3. The building of a separate Courc building.

As a result, the Downtown Government Center Board announced
in May 1972, its intent that a consulting firm be hired to update
the plans for the Center.

_ In 1961, an agreement was entered into with Metropolitan
Dade County, which called for the City to obtain $800,000 of
rental credit in a downtown office building proposed to be built
by the County. This was a result of the City providing the site
for the downtown Federal Office Building on Flagler Street.
However, such a facility has never been constructed. It is not
known at this time what bearing this will have on the financing
of any downtown city hall facility.

May 23, 1972




LIBRARIES

On November 1, 1971, the Library System of the
City of Miami was transferred to Metropolitan

Dade County and became part of a County-wide

library system.

It is therefore being eliminated as a chapter in

this and subsequent editions of this compilation.




AUDITORIUMS AND CONVENTION CENTER

Greater Miami's popularity as a convention area, plus the favor-

able reaction of visitors and residents to exhibitions and shows of
all types, creates a demand for auditorium facilities.

The existing major municipal auditoriums in this area include:

" Auditerium Owned By ' Seating Capacity
Bayfront Park Auditorium City of Miami 3,000
Dinner Key Auditorium City of Miami 10,000
Miami Beach Exposition Hall City of Miami Beach 15,000
Miami Beach Auditorium City of Miami Beach 3,500
Oceanfront Auditorium City of Miami Beach 500
Dade County Auditerium Dade County 2,200

In addition, four "open-air" facilities, owned by the City of
Miami, might be included as suitable for certain types of activities.

These are:
Orange Bowl Football Stadium 75,350
Miami Baseball Stadium 10,000
Bayfront Park Bandshell 4,000
Q Miami Marine Stadium 6,600

This chapter of the Capital Improvement Report is concerned
principally with the City-owned Bayfront Park Auditorium, Dinner Key
Auditorium, and the proposed Downtown Convention Center Complex.

Bayfront Park Auditerium

This auditorium, with approximately 20,000 square feet of floor
space, and capable of seating about 3,000 persons, is located in
Bayfront Park at N.E. 5th Street. The original building was constructed
during the 1940's, and several additions were made during emsuing
vears. It is used for exhibitions and, by the use of temporary seats
or bleachers, it is suitable for conventions and shows of various types.
It has the advantage of central location and modern facilities, but
lacks sufficient size for major conventions. Forty percent of all
conventions require larger facilities than are available at the Bay-
front Park Auditorium. The proposed Downtown Conventicn Center now
under design will replace the Bayfront Auditorium as the City's major
facility. A proposal had been made that the Bayfront Auditorium be
converted into a tourist information center when the new Convention
Center is constructed. However, on October 27, 1971, the City

‘ Commission voted unanimously to tear down the Bayfront Auditorium when
a new Convention Center is completed - no matter where it is builrc.

-5-
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The Proposed Downtown Convention Center

Following a Feasibility Study made in June 1963,

the City author-

ized a referendum for a $4% million bond issue for a ‘Convention Center

in the DﬂwntﬂwnIArca. This was
City of Miami in September 1964
February 1965. '

In June 1967, as a part of
and Associates recommended that
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was 512,000,000 for a plan which was much more elaborate than the

City's initial proposal.

In June 1968,
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To accomplish this, it would
Park approximately 300 feet eastward.

(This was approved by the electorate of the City of Miami in Septem-

ber 1964 as part of the "Downtown Bayfront Development"
The easterly expansion of Bayfront Park from

Center north to Miamarina would
lagoon.

The convention center would be complemented by
sition of property lying south of Bayfroat
exposition hall.

of a 100,000 sq.ft.
would be required and a roadway

bond issue.)
the proposed Convention
have as its prineipal feature a large

a
el )

the later acqui
Park and the construction
Additional fill and bulkheading

2
extended along the bulkhead line.

To complete such a convention center complex as suggested in the
above plan, the $4% million auchorized by the 1964 Bond Issue (plus
an additional $200,000 which was subsequently provided) would require

supplementation. The estimated

follows:

supplementation required Was &as

-

Supplemental funds for completion

of the Convention Hall
Park Expansion and Lagoon Area.
Exposition Hall (sice)

Exposition Hall

53,333,000
667,000

6,250,000

8,515,000

Total $18,765,000

2,
1
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AUDITORIUMS AND
GCONVENTION CENTE

This amount was proposed in the June 30, 1970, General Obligacion
Bond Election. However, the voters defeated the proposal by almost &
2 to 1 margin, :

I

On August 26, 1970, the City's agreement with Pancoast/Ferendino/
Grafton was terminated.

- L

In April 1971, at the request of the Cicy Commission, the office
of the City Manager submitted a report "A Convention-Exhibitlon Hall
for the City of Miami" which listed some of the advantages and- dis-
advantages of selected sites. The City Commission then appointed a
Committee to choose among the four sites listed. The Committee, Iin
July, selected the site of the present Bayfront Auditorium. At the
Commission's request, the Committee extended this srtudy to consider
sites beyond the original four listed. In October 1971, the Committee’
submitted its opinion, still recommending the site of the existing
Bayfront Auditorium. At a Public Hearing on Qctober 27, 1971, two
additional members were appointed to the Committee and it went Dback
into session. }

The Committee by & 6-5 vote recommended that the convention hal
be built in the proposed downtown government center complex. On
December 10, 1971, the City Commission voted unanimously for the
government center site,

The Dade County Mayor proposed that Dade County furnish the
site to compensate for the $800,000 Metro owes the City for the
Flagler Street Federal Building site acquired ten years ago. On
F ebruary &4, the Downtown Government Center Board agreed to incluce
the convention hall in the proposed government center complex. The
plan calls for Dade County to buy the land, and the Cicty of Miami to
construct the convention hall: The site presently scheduled lies
between West Flagler Street and N. W. 1 Street, and between
N. W. 2 Avenue and the North-South Expressway.

-

Dinner Key Auditorium

This corrugated steel and C.B.5. structure was made from two
former U, S, Naval seaplane hangars. It was acquired by the City as
part of the purchase of the Dinner Key property. The lack of air
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AUDITORIME AND
CONVEHTION CENTER

.' conditioning, poor acoustic qualicies, and distance from hotel

@

L

accommodations have hampered its use as a major convention facility.
However, the large floor area and ample appurtenant parking have
enabled it to serve satisfactorily for exhibits and shows of many

types.

#

In 1962, the City leased the Dinner Key Auditorium to private
operators for a period of 5 years. his lease has since been extended
for two 3-year periods, It expires November 30, 1973. The City is
responsible for major maintenance of the Auditorium, and the lessee
is responsible for cleanup. In addition to shows and exhibits of
various types, this auditorium has been used for college and pro-
fessional basketball.

The Dinner Key Auditorium is fast outliving its usefulness. Its
continued use as an auditorium or exposition hall, once the Downtown
Convention Center Complex is completed, is doubtful. A master plan
for the development of the Dinner Key properties is being prepared..
Whether this structure fits at all into any future plans of the City
will be partially determined by this study.

It is estimated that it would take in excess of $3/4 million to
enable continued limited use of this Dinner Key Auditorium as such.
This would ineclude limited air-conditioning, lighting, acoustical
improvements, a new stage, structural modificationms, sprinklexr systen
and painting.

Sports Coliseum - Exposition Hall at the Orange Bowl

Early in 1968, the City Commission requested a study on the
proposal to construct & sports coliseum and exposition hall on an
existing parking lot at the Orange Bowl site. This was a Iollow-up
on the City Manager's earlier suggestion that such a facility be
included in the master plan for development of the Orange Bowl Complex.
1t was intended that such a structure would serve the dual purpose of
providing a much needed facility for indeor sporting events and
exhibitions and shows of all types; plus increasing the parking
accommodations at the Orange Bowl, This would be accomplished by
using both the interior and the roof for parking during events at
the Orange Bowl. '

Since that time, an overall .plan for Orange Bowl improvements
has been formulated. Included in that plan is the construction of
the -sports coliseum. '
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' The proposed Orange Bowl Exposition Hall has not advanced beyond
the early discussion stage, and very preliminary estimates place its
cost at $6 milliom.
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ORANGE BOWL STADIUM FACILITIES

Backeround

In 1923, the City began acquiring the'various parcels of land
which now comprises the Orange Bowl site. By January 1, 1935, a
stadium with wooden bleachers seating 4,000 had been constructed.

vo years later, the City received a Public Works Administration

of $325,000 Irom cthe Federal Government and a 22,000-seat,
ete and steel structure was bullt as a W,P.A. Project. On
January 1, 1938, the first Orange Bowl classic New Year's Day
game was played before a crowd of 18,972.
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Past Improvements

Since 1937, numercus improvements have been made to the OUrange
Bowl which, among other things, has increased its capacity to
75,352. A discussion of the more significant of these improvements
follows:

On May, 1947, Stadium Revenue Bonds were issued for §1.6 millicn.
These funds were used to enlarge and improve the stadium by construct-
ing a permanent double deck to the north and south stands, thus
increasing the seating capacity to 59,500.

In 1951 and 1953, non-interest bearing revenue certificates
of $50 each were issued in the total amount of $375,000. (Each
certificate entitles the holder to buy one seat, located as described
on the bond, for each year's New Year's Day Game.) This was used
to inerease the scadium capacity by 7,500 seats.

In 1955, one-half million dollars from the Florida Power and
Light Franchise Revenues funds were used for improvements including
construction of the North East Quadrant of the lower deck stands
and double decking the other three corners of the Stadium. This
increased the Orange Bowl seating capacity to 76,300,

1

In 1961, after spectators complained that the bench seats
were too narrow and uncomfortable, a program of widening the seats
vook place. This reduced the seating capacity of the Orange Bowl
to about 73,000, :

L

In 1963, $1,050,000 was allocated from the Special Obligation
Utilicies Service Tax Bond (Series A) for Orange Bowl Improvements.
Projects included: Construction of the lower West stands; increas-
ing the seating capacity by 8,600; landscaping of the East end Zone,

= .u"rﬂ"
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an electronic scoreboard, and beautification of the West entrance.

1]
[ 18]

In 1966, another 1,840 chair seats were added, the West Locker

Rooms woere constructed and steel deck alterations were made,

On Augusc .12, 1966, the Miami Dolphins played their first

<
T - g ! £ - = ' F— e | i
exposition game before a crowd of 33,761,

In 1967, a major improvement program was undertaken utilizing
$1.9 million in Orange Bowl Special Obligation Bonds. Improvements
included: A new press box, two high speed elevators, construction

f the West End Upper Deck, installation of additional chair seats,

and modernization of the

In April 1970, the City entered into a contract to provide an
artificial grass surface on the Orange Bowl playing field. The
surface was installed and used throughout the 1970 and 1971 Football
Seasons, However, the surface proved conducive to excessive slipping

o L]

and is now being replaced with & new improved turf at no cost to
Tl
ot

ass Seat Covers were installed.

In 1972 in excess of $315,000 was allocated for improvements
to the Orange Bowl. These funds provide ror:

5

A complete new stadium public address and sound system.
Replacement of wvaricus concrete jolsts.

Structural Improvements to two exterior spiral ramps.
Relocation of Stadium Manager's Office.

New facilities for program wvendors and parking attendants.
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MIAMT BASEBALL STADIUM

The Miami Baseball Stadium located at N,W. 23 Street and H.W.
10 Avenue was constructed in 1949 atc a cost of $2 million, It has
a seating capacity of 10,000 '

-In 1955, the City leased th tadium for two years at 560,000
per annum, with an option to buy. The City purchased the Stadium in
1958, for $850,042.

The Stadium.now serves principally as: a Majox League spring
training site of the Baltimore Orioles; the home of the Miami
Marlins of the Class A Florida State Baseball League (a farm club
of the Baltimore Orioles) and for organized non-professional base-

als f

ball. The Stadium en used for miscellaneous special
events such as variety shows, religious meetings, and carnivals.

71, a lease agreement was signed witH the Eal:inure
Oricles which contains opti
@

only minor repairs had

rior to the purchase by the City,
been made. Inspections following the City's purchase, revealed

the nead of a number of major improvements to bring the Stadium
up to a4 good physical condition. These included roof repairs,
painting of the structural steel and concrete, and exterior painting
and caulking. Since purchase by the City, over $209,000 has been
spent on improvements. Recent improvements have lncluﬂed replace-
ment of about 2,000 of the chair seats.

A physical inspection of the Miami Baseball Stadium shows
that basically, it is structurally sound; but is in need of numerous
improvements to bring it up to a desirable standard.
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" THE COMMODORE RALPH MUNROE
MARINE STADIUM

The Marine Stadium is located on the northerly side of Ricken-
backer Causeway, on the westerly side of Virginia Key. It was
constructed in April, 1964, financed by a special bond issue funded
by utility tax ‘receipts of the City of Miami.

"The Marine Stadium is unique in design and offers a new con-
cept in outdoor entertainment. It consists of:

A Boat Race Course 1 2/3 miles long (this could
be expanded to 3 miles.)
A Covered Stadium Grandstand seating 7,000 persons.
A Floating State for the presentation of various shows.
Boat Launching Facilities.
Appurtenant Parking.

The Stadium caters to many types of events, including the
Orange Bowl Regatta, the Gold Coast Marathon, the Sun City Regatta
and other inboard and outboard boat races. In addition, musical
festivals, stage shows, fireworks displays, fashion shows, swimming
and diving events, conventions, and boating safety classes have
been held here.

In May 1972, a 9,600 square foot, 250 seat, restaurant was
opened at the Western edge of the Stadium. This was built by,
and is operated by, private enterprise on a four acre site leased
from the City.

Now in the planning stage, is an Oceanographic Museum to be
constructed by a non-profit orgamnization on & site to be leased
from the City., Alsc proposed is a Marine Science Technology Center
for Miami Dade Junior College.

//%Eeded Improvements

Lack of suitable accommodations on the barge has lead to the
current proposal to construct "facilities for the performing arts®.
This is to consist of a stage, dressing rooms, wash rooms, store
rooms, and @ roof for the barge. The cost of these improvements
is currently estimated at $225,000.
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PARKS AND RECREATION

The City of Miami's Parks and Recreation system consists of
a4 network of 81 parks and recreational areas, plus eight swimming
pools, and two golf courses, (Other recreationmal faeilities, such
és the Orange Bowl, Miami Baseball Stadium, Marine Stadium, Marines;
and special properties like Dinner Key, Virginia Key, and Watson
Island are discussed in their own separate chapters of this report.)

The Recreation Program

The recreation program of the City of Miami, administered
by the Recreation Division, is divided into several categories:

Children's activities for playfield and playgrounds;

Teenage and young adult activities include athletic
field events, cultural activities, and field trips;
Adult activities include shuffleboard clubs, dancing,
tours, and club activities for senior citizens' groups
and u»her areas as indicated by interested participants;

Miscellaneous activities include anfran: Park band
concerts, adult and teensge softball, baseball and
basketball leagues, dance activities and specialized
club activities, as garden clubs, fencing, and square
dance groups;

A program for small craft training; and

Special activities for pre-school children include five
pre-school children's areas with gqualified inscructors.

The Parks System

What is generally considered ag the City of Miami Parks
consists of a natwork of 81 recreational units comprised of 4§ W
front Parks, 14 Community Parks, 24 Neighbeorhood Parks, 26 Mianl
Parks, 7 =1cn1c Islands, and 6 Spec;al A:tLv"ty Areas. A discussion
of these follows:
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-4 Waterfront Parlks 949 aecres

These are Bayfront, Morningside, Wainwright and Margaret
Pace Parks; .all large prominent areas along the Bay which
have resources or facilities of regional significance
unavailable elsewhere. Considered as a part of Bayfront
Park is the Bandshell but not the Auditorium. The-smallest
of these Parks is 13 acres; the largest is 39 acres.
14 Community Parks

193 acres

These are all moderate sized landscaped areas, either already
developed or possessing the potential for development. Most
have fields large enough for organized play. Eight of these
have swimming pools; and most have community buildings.

These Parks are:

Allapattah-Comstock Legion
Curtis Lummuas
Dixie Manor
Douglas Moore

Edison Center
Elizabeth Virrick
Grapeland Heilghts

Robert King High
Shenandoah
West End

One other park which might normally fall within this category
i{g the 15 acre Coconut Grove Bayfront Park. However, because
of its location, this park is instead considered as a vital

part of the Dinner Key Complex.

The same holds true for the

bavfroat land now being acquired to the northeast of the
7 B q

Dinnet Key Property.

24 Neighborhood Parks

62 acres

These are medium sized landscaped areas from 1 to 3% acres
in size., Most have a children's playground; some have
community buildings and comfort stations., These areas
are designed to serve people within walking distance. The

24 Neighborhood Parks are:

Athalie Range Park 1
Athalie Range Park #2

Biscayne
Blanche
Brickell
Bryan

Buena Vista
Coral Gate
Crestwood
Dorsey

East Bay Vista
Eaton




o

Flagami Merrie Christmas
Grand Avenue Wyndwood

Kinloch Riverside
Liberty City = Tacolcy Southside
Magnolia Stearns

* Melrose Triaft/g}';#\fmﬂﬁk.-

26 Mini Parks 8 acres

These are small landscaped areas ranging from 1/10 to

1% acres in size. They are preseatly or potentially
important as areas where small groups from the close proxi-
mity can find use and enjoyment of the areas for short

‘periods of time; and also provide open space in various

ragidential areas of the Cicy.

7 Pienie Islands 21 acres

These are located in Biscayne Bay ranging from Dinner
Key to N.E. 66 Street.

6 Special Activity Areas 32 acres

These, as the name implies, include areas where
special activities are conducted and they serve the
City-wide area for specific purposes. Included are:
Coconut Grove Tennis Courcs Sewell
Henderson Simpson
Kirk Munroe Cicy Cemetery

The Present Parks Development Program

To help meet the City of Miami's reereation needs, & $§15.2
million proposal for "Recreational and Park Facilities"

was included in the June 30, 1970 G.0O. Bond Election. This
proposal was defeated by only 473 votes.

However, a new proposal was placed before the public, and on
March 14, 1972, Miami wvoters approved & $39.9 million Far
Bond Issue by a & to 3 margin. The bonds were validated

on May 22nd.

o
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The program as outlined consists of:




Bayfront Park Expansion (Ball Point)
Bicentennial Park (P & O Property)

Downtown Riverfront Development

Development of 0ld Commercial Docks Property
U Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard Park

Dinner Key Development (3 projects)

Bayfront Park
Downtown Urban Parks
Allapattah-Comstock
Athalie Range Under
Arhalie Range Under
Athalie Range Under
Belle Meade Mini Park

Bieyele Path (North)

Biscayne Neighborhood Park

Broward Circle Mini Park

Central Miami Proposed Neighborhood Park
Crescwood Mini Park

Curtis Park

Dixie Community Park

Dorsey Neighborhood Park

East Bay Vista Mini Park

Eaton Neighborhood Park

Community Park

Proposed Neighborhood Park
Memorial Park

River Proposed Neighborhood Park

Edison
Edison
Legion
Little
Lummus

Magnolia Park

Manor Community Park

Margaret Pace Park

Margaret Pace Park (Phase 1I)

Melrose Neighborhood Park

Model City Proposed Neighborhood Park
Moore Community Park

Morningside Park

Pullman Mini Park

Santa Clara Proposed Neighborhood Park
Watson Park

Wynwood Neighborhood Park

Bicycle Path (South)

Blanche Neighborhood Park

Brickell Park

Bryan Neighborhood Park

Coconut Grove Bayfront Park

Coral Gate Neighborhood Park

£
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Neighborhood Park

Expressway Park No. 1
Expressway Park No, 2
Expressway Park No, 3
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20,000
6,000
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Douglas Neighborhood Park 119,000
Elizabeth Virrick Community Park 48,000
Fern Isle - South Fork 381,000
Flagami Neighborhood Park 46,000
rand Avenue Neighborhood Park 56,000
Grapeland Community Park 105,000
Grove Mini Park 6,000
Henderson Tennis Center 37,000
Kinloch Neighborhood Park 27,000
Kirk Munroe Park - 90,000
Merrie Christmas Neighborhood Park = 7,000
Mini Park No. 1 : &,000
Orange Bowl Testing Station Park 35,000
Robert King High Park 250,000
Sewell Park 105,000
Shenandoah Community Park 73,000
Simpson Nature Park 50,000
Southside Neighborhood Park 19,000
Proposed Trail Community Park 950,000
Triangle Neighborhood Park 50,000
Wailnwright Park 650,000
West End Community Park 96,000
TOTAL PROGRAM 5 39,850,000

Improvements vary in accordance with the needs of individual parks
and include such items as: land acquisition, construction of commun
centers, game courts, shelters, landscaping park furniture, play

apparatus, lighting, boat docks, and comfort stations.

H H

Golf Courses

£

The City of Miami now has two l8-hole golf courses. In the past,
some Capital Improvements have been made from Golf Course Revenue.
To whatever extent such funds might be available, they could be supple-
mented by G. 0. Bond funds to achleve desired improvementcs.

There are a number of Capital Improvements desirable to make ©
LeJeune and Miami Springs Golf Courses more inviting. These are as
follows:
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LOCATION OF "PRINCIPAL i
bl ! CITY OF MIAMI PARKS i
' (Numbers indicate location on Map) H

' i |

s

"Allapattah - Comstock Park (§42) |
Bayfront Park (#20) | ! i
Brickell Park (#25) : ﬁ

. Bryan Park (#28) ' i
Coconut Grove Bayfront Park (#35)
Coconut Crove (Grant Avenue) Park (#33)
Coral Gate' Park (#29)

Curtis Park (Swimming Poolj) (#10)

Dixie Park (Swimming Pool) (#18) H
Dorsey Park (#17) i
Douglas Park (#31)

Dunbar Park (Property leased from Dade County (¥44)
Eaton Park (#2)

s Edison Center Park (Swimming Pool) (#1)

Elizabeth Virrieck Park (Swimming Pool) (#32)

Fern Isle Nursery Park (#1l1) i

i Flagami Park (#106) : H
Grapeland Heights Park (¥#12)

247 Henderson Park (#22)

A Kinloch Park (#13)
. (i Kirk Munroe Park (#34)
| i Legion Memorial Park (43) i
; . Liberty City Park (leased to Dade County) (#4) i
Lummus Park (#21) T

i . Manor Park (Swimming Pool) (#5) b
Magnolia Park (#40)

Martel Park (#8)
Melrose Park (#9)

*Merrie Christmas Park (¥#36) :
Miami Annex Park (#23) "
Moore Park (iF6) i
Morningside Park (Swimming Pool) (#3) }
Pace Park (#4l) P
} Robert King High Park (¥15)

ﬂ Riverside Park (leased to Dade County) (#24)

Sewaell Park (#38)

Shenandoah Park (Swimming Pool) (#30) i

i Simpson Park (#27) |

Southside Park (#26) H
Stern Park (i#39) i

Wainwright Park (#37) 3|

Watson Park (#19) '

West End Park (Swimming Pool) (#l&)

Wyndwood Park (#7)
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WATSON ISLAND

Watson Island is a 65-acre island located at the bend in the
MacArthur Causeway. It came into existence as a by-product oI the
dredging of the ships' channel, and was deeded to the City inm 1919,
The deed specified that it be used for municipal purposes only.

In 1955, $214,000 was appropriated from Series "A'" and "B"
Special Obligation Bond funds (supported by Florida Power & Light
franchise revenue), for development of Watson Island. Inicial improve-
ments included a heliport, a small boat launching ramp, parkway Llight-
ing, walkways, parking areas and landscaping. Since that time,
additional facilities have been provided, all geared toward public
use and enjoyment. These have included a Japanese garden and the es-
sential phases of Garden of the Americas, and the installation of
plenic areas and shelters. Other facilities at Watson Island include
a City marina, the Miami Yacht Club, the Miami Outboard Club, and =
base for the Goodyear blimp,

Miami's municipally owned Heliport was opened on Watson Island
in 1958. Its proximity to downtown (Less than 2 miles), its scenic
setting, and fts spacious 5-acre site, combine to make an excellent
facility. At présent, it is used pr lﬂt;ﬁally by commercial helicopter
lines. This heliport is adequate to meet present needs and is of
gufficient area to allow for fucure expansion.

The Japanese Garden and Teahouse constructed on a 175' .x 250'
plot in the north end of Watson Park was dedicated in October 1951,
The teahouse and other contributions consisting of valuable Japanese
statuary and items of landscape nature were donated by a Japanese
industralist, the late Kiyoshi Ichimura.

The Garden of the Americas is planned to be a thirteen acre :
garden, and is to contain native plants and shrubs Irom countries ol
North and South America. The garden has been completed in part.-

The current master plan for™the island includes, new picnic
areas with shelters, comfort stations, and parking facilities as
well as a Garden Center Building and Plant Conservatory as a focal
point of the garden.

In 1967, the City spent approximately $100,000 to reconst
the badly deteriorated westerly bulkhead of Watson Island. Tt
required to accommodate boats from Pier 5 as it was being :Fpl
Although it was not the initial intent, current plans are that

new Watson Island "Marina" will remain and serve as a very useiu
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WATSON ISLAKD

facility., Current consideration is being given for expanding marina
faciliries at Watson Island., .(See Chapter, 'Marinas'.)

Development of the Miami Outboard Club and Miami Yacht Club
has been by private enterprise on leased lands, (at no expense Lo
the City). Both of these clubs are open to the public in respect
to membership.

In the mid-1930's, Watson Island became the winter season base
of the Goodyear blimp fleet, Many Miamians still refer to the island
as "the blimp base." Goodyear's present lease with the City expires
Wovember 30, 1975, They have the option to extend the lease for an

additional five year period.

Tneluded in the 1972 Parks and Recreation Bond Issue Program
is $475,000 for improvements to Watson Island. This will include
landscaping, irrigation, walkways, picnic facilities, with comfort
gtations and shelters.




PICNIC

1. GARDEN OF THE AMERICAS
2. JAPANESE GARDEN AND TEA HOUSE

(3. © SMALL BOAT TRAILER LAUNCHING
& PARKING y

4. HELIPORT

5. MIAMI YACHT CLUB
6. MIAMI OUTBOARD CLUB
7. MARINA

8. BLIMP BASE
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DINHNER KEY

Background and History

Dinner Key was originally a small wooded islet located a few
hundred feet offshore in the Coconut Grove area. It formed an ideal
picnic and recreation area. From its most common applied use, that
of eating picnic dinners on its shady shore, came the name "Dinner
Key".

Fill was later added, inereasing considerably the size of the
island to approximately 40 acres, and, at the same time, forming a
solid connecting area of fill to the mainland.

Duxing the First World War the Federal Government utilized the
land for milicary purposes. The Country's first channel dredged
exclusively for seaplanes, was constructed at this time at Dinner
Key.

In 1930, Pan American World Airways established their Miami
Depot Repair facilities on Dinner Key. It.was during this time that
some of the existing hangar structures in this area were built., The
present bulkhead limit was also established at this time. Dinner
Key was the hub of Pan American operations.

During World War II, Dinner Key again became a military area,
being leased from Pan American. The large hangars that today form
the Auditorium and the barracks buildings that are currently used
to house some of the City offices, were built during this period.

The Government no longer had use for this- land at the end of
World War 1II and it reverted to Pan American. In 1946, the City of
Miami concluded negotiations with Pan American and purchased most
of this area inecluding all the structures. The lone exception was
the property held by the U.S. Coast Guard. (In 1972, the Federal

Covernment deeded the 4.5 acre former "Coast Guard site" to the City
as a part of 2 "National Legacy of Parks'- program.}

This purchase by the City was financed by the issuance of revenue
bonds. The retirement of these bonds is dependent upon the revenues
from the yachting facilities, the rental of the old Pan American hangar
buildings (now converted to yacht servicing facilities by Santana
Marine Services and the Merrill-Stevens. Company), income from the
Dinner Key Auditorium, and charges equivalent to rent against various
Dapartments for the use of the remaining buildings. The last of
these bonds are scheduled for retirement in 1974.




DINNER KEX

L

This acquisition of approximately 40 acres represents an ex-
cellent example of good civie foresight as this land today is worth
many times its purchase price.

he Dinner Key Marina was constructed during 1950. It soon be-
came apparent that existing facilities were inadequate. 1In 1959,
the Marina was expanded to its present day usage,

purrent Usage .

Dinner Key is currently put to a number of functiomal uses. Any
planning for future development must take these uses into considerati
These uses include:

1. Marine Use:

T e Ty
1. M™Marina Faecilities = Th

e Dinner Key Marina has five piers
ccomuodating 330 privately owned craft up to 90 feet in length, and
_Drty slips for commercial eraft (charter boats and boat rentals).
A Dockma 's office and other related facilities are provided.

car
er

=
{51_.:_ L-."I.E.?

2. Sailing Craft Facilties - The protected area of Dinner
Key has provided. an ideal sheltered location for small sailing craft.
Present facilities are operated by a private sailing club open Ifor
membership to the general public.

3. Boat Rental Service - 4 small bait and tackle shop with
boat rental facilities is operated by private enterprise. A small
publicly owned boat launching ramp is located adjacent to the tackle
shop. '

4. Yacht Service, Marine Supply and Storage Facilities -
Former seaplane hangars together with adjoining land areas are under
lease to two private firms. These firms are engaged in drydock servic
boat repair and storage, and the sale and service of marine sup plies
and equipment. Craft up to 50 feet in length and 30 tons in wh_ahz

can be serviced.

ay Key Auditorium

Two former seaplane hangars were joined and modifie
an auditorium, or exposition building. The inadequacy oI th
ture has resulted in the lessening of its use over the years. L1oe




DIMNER KEY

planned construction of a new fac
all development plan is evolved £
the future of this structure. (Se
tion Center'.)

elsewhere, plus whatever over-
r Key, will greatly affect
hapter "Auditoriums and Conven-

III. City Hall and Municipa

1 Office Buildings

Soon after the City acquired the Dinner kKey property,
sevaral of the barracks buildings and other structures were gradually
converted into offices to house various Departments of the City govern
mont . This was climaxed in 1953 with the conversion of the former Pan
American Administration Building (cthen being leased as a restaurant),
into the present City Hall. There is now under study a plan te relocate
Cicy offices to a Government Complex - City, County, and State, in the
Central Business District. However, present indications are that this
will probably be several years away. (See Chapter "City Hall & Munici-

5

Dinner Key's present recreational use is limited largely
to its marina activities. The adjoiniag Coconut Grove Park, howeaver
- (=2 3
provides a spacious picnic and recreational area. (See Chapter "Par

and Recreation")

V. Parking Area

Approximacely 15 acres of Dinner Key can be utilized for
parking facilities, providing some 2,250 stalls. f this, about 650
are used for parking for City offices, including reserved spaces IOX
City-owned vehicles; an average of 250 are used for marina parking
during the winter season; the remaining 1,350 are available for audi-
torium parking. 2

During large events at the auditorium, additional parking
51&@& could be utilized. However, these occcasions are relatively rare.

From a practical standpoint, parking facilities are available in reason-

able proportion to the existing’ generators.
Future Development of Dinner Key

I+ has been desirable £ some time Co evolvée A master develop-
£l

or
ment plan for this valuable property.

In 1960, a comprehensive study was requested and a prelimi
report submitted which set up some goals that should be considered in
the overall planning of this area.
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DINNER KEY

In April 1961, a basie plan for the expansion of small boat facil-
ities was formulated, The plan called for acquisition of both the
upland and submerged land lying between the Coral Reef Yacht Club
and Rockerman Canal. : .

In December 1961, an Interim Study on Dinner Key was released.
This study combined the above proposals., Shortly afterwards the en-
tire concept of the Dinner Key Marina development was given further
study and a new proposal, much more comprehensive in nature, was sub=-
mitted. 1In 1964, a successful bond election provided $2,370,000 for
Dinner Key Marina Improvements. Subsequently, the City embarked upon
a program of acquiring 17 acres of neighboring properties. To darte,
approximately one-half of this property has been acquired and con-
demnation proceedings are underway on the remainder. This acquisi-
cion has been stalled somewhat by litigation by some of the owners
to rezone the land to & higher classification,

In 1970, proposals were submitted by boating interests in the
Coconut Grove Area for expansion of marina and sailboat facilities
at Dinmner Key. These plans will be evaluated as part of a comprehen-
sive "Marine Recreational Development Plan for the Dinner Key Com-
plex". To accomplish this plan, a consultant has been retained to
make this study. A report on this is due in July 197Z.

The area covered in the study will extend from the Coconut Grove
Bayfront Park to Rockerman Canal. It is planned that this will all
be under City ownership except for three iaterposing properties which
are all marine oriented. Two of these are yacht clubs, The third
is a small commercial complex containing boat storage and repair
facilities, plus a restaurant. :

SUmmMarY

The cost of any capital improvement for the Dinner Key properties
cannot be determined until the overall development plam is complated
and accepted. Future development and costs will also be dependent
upon continuance or elimination’of City offices and the auditorium
from the site.

The Dinner Key Marina Development Bond Issue of 195# contcains an
unencumbered balance of $800,000 for land acquisition plus $1,170,000
in unallocated funds. The 1972 Parks and Recreation G.0.Bond Issue
contained in its proposed program $2,085,000 in projects for Dinner
rey.
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CITY BEAUTIFICATION

The City of Miami is cognizant of the need for landscaping and
beautification projects. Efforts have been made, particularly in recent
years, to provide beautification when new construction occcurs., Due
to the competition for the limited funds available, it is not always
possible to fund as much as might be desired for beautification, as
higher priorities must often be assigned to projects more essential
from the standpoint’'of general health, safety and welfare.

The Beautification Committee

In 1959, the City of Miami Beautification Committee was created,
This Committee is composed of local citizens who conduct various acti-
vities designed to make the City of Miami a more beautiful place in
which to live.

The primary aim of the Beautification Committee, and one that
must be accomplished before any tangible results can be forthcoming,
is to establish an educational campaign to awaken public support and
awarensss of the magnitude and need for beautification. = The Committee
is only too cognizant of the fact that beauty cannot be legislated; it
must result from the demand of an aware public.

The term '"Beauty" as used by the Beautification Committee is
not limited to landscaping, but instead its wider aspect is intended.
This would include pride of property, pride of neighborhood, and pride
of Cicy.

Eelf-impruvement through Civie Pride is being fostered by the
Committee's activity. Projects such as "Clean-Up, PFaint-Up, and Fix-
Up Drives", and "Make Miami Eeau:iful Contest"” were undertaken with
highly successful resulcs. :

Miami River Clean Up -

A campaign to improve the Miami River was set inteo action during
1960 by the appointment of a Miami River Committee, In November, 1962,
Metropolitan Dade County set up 4 15 man adu1snry board which anludad
memhers of the City Committee.

In late 1970, Florida Secretary of State Richard Stone began
holding a series of Miami River Restoration Conferences which included
representatives of Féderal, State, and Local Agencies as well as
private business. To date, progress has included: the removal of
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aumerous derelicts, elimination of & number of industrial operations
that were discharging into the River, the removal of tons of refuse and
litter, effective enforcement against pollution violaters, and removal
of the old F.E.C. trestle. It has been generally agreed that the
progress to date has been ‘quite pronounced. s A2

Central Business District

The Doxiadis Associates plan for the redevelopment of downtown
Miami included various suggested projects which have since been evaluated
by the Downtown Development Authority. These are:
1y. F r Mall - which calls for the redevelopment of
F r Street from Biscayne Boulevard to N.W. lst Ave.

2) Special Street Improvements calling for new surfacing,
curb and gutters, and incidental beautification, as
required, to streets in the downtown ared,

3) Public Squares and Plazas - which calls for the develop-
ment of strategically located small, public, landscaped,
plazas,

4) The Miami Riverfront Development - which calls for the
development of lighting, benches, patio areas, and
landscaped surroundings along a mile long attraction
bordering downtown Miami.

Funds for the Riverfront Development and creation of six small
downtown urban parks were programmed in the successful 1972 Park and
Recreation Bond Issue. The amount programmed is $2,000,000.

In 1971, & landscape and beautification project was undertaken
by the Downtown Development Authority. This project at the intersection
of E, Flagler Street and E. lst Avenue is considered as a prototype
for additional development of Flagler Street.

Highway Beautification

At one time, the State Department of ‘Transportation operated under
a policy whereby no funds were provided for landscaping (other than
grass) on State Roads within the City of Miami. This presented a
significant problem to the City because if such arteries were to be
beautified, the City had to stand the cost.



Although subsequent changes in policy now permits gas tax funds
for landscaping and beautification on arterial streets, a review of
the wresent State Road Program shows only minimal provisions for ;
such landscaping.

The City of Miami itself now includes beautification &s an integral
part of highway development. Evidence of this can be seen in such
projects as N.E. 40 Street (The "Design Plaza'), the Tigertail-Oak-Mary
project, and in the plans for the forthcoming S. Bayshore Drive develop-
ment. Current thinking is that any City of Miami street beautification
program will continue to be in assoclation with highway development.







POLICE FACILITIES

The Department of Police is responsible for the operation of
the following facilities:

Municipal Justice Building (Administrative Offices, Jail,
and Academy)
Auto Pound
- Mounted Patrol Building

The City of Miami Municipal Justice Building was constructed in
1956, The City Stockade was constructed in 1954 with an addition
in 1958. (In 1967, the City Stockade was turned over to Metropolitan
Dade County.) In 1964, the Motorcycle Shop Building was completely
remodeled to provide the necessary additional facilities required
for the Police Academy. The Shop operation was transferred to the
New Motor Pool Building. 1In 1967, a fire destroyed the Mounted Patrol
Building located on the Stockade Property. A new C.B.S. building
was built to accommodate this funetion of the Police.

In spite of continuous additions and improvements, police

facilities are rapidly becoming overcrowded and inadequate. New
facilities are needed.

Miami's Modern Police Department

After much research and study, a plan was evolved establishing
a new modern Police Department.

The implementation of this plan is predicated upon the con-
struction and equipping of an entirely new police facility contain-
ing the latest in electronic crime fighting equipment. The new
facility would be in excess of 360,000 square feet specifically
engineered and designed for computerized operations. Included among
the proposals are: Electronic dispatching for faster response time,
computerized information files for on-the-spot data, and a whole array
of the latest crime fighting equipment from closed eircuit TV to
helicopters.

This plan, entitled as the "Police Headquarters and Crime Pre-
vention Facilities" bond issue, was proposed and passed by the voters
in the June 30, 1970 G. 0. Bond Election. This includes $11 million
for construction and $9 million for equipping.




POLICE FACILITIES

In October 1970, $%$1.5 million of these bonds were sold. These
funds are to be used for a study, plans, site determination, and land
acquisition, for the Police Headquarters and Crime Prevention facili-
ties. It is surmized that this study will also determine if and how
the present Municipal Justice Building would fit into the plans.

I1f circumstances are such that the new facilities are not con=
structed in the near future, then certain improvements would be re-
quired at the existing Municipal Justice Building to keep it func-

tional.

These are:
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FIRE FACILITIES

The residents of the City of Miami are protected by one of
four Class I Fire Departments in the Nation. Of the ten possible
fire insurance rate classifications, Miami is in Class III, and within

reach of Class II. There are no cities in the country rated higher
than Class II.

The Department of Fire

Operates and maintains 15 Fire Stations and approximately
35 major pieces of fire fighting equipment for combatting
and preventing fires in the City of Miami.

Operates a Fire Prevention Bureau.

Conducts an educational and training program.

Cooperates with Civil Defense in its training program.

Recent Improvements and Changes

-During the past two years, severzl improvements have been made
and at least one major change in operations undertaken,

The hydrant operations were transferred to the Department of
Water and Sewers. Two new fire stations were constructed, one was
demolished, and an additional one is now under construction.

Fire Station #8, a two company station was constructed at
Virginia Street and Oak Avenue in Coconut Grove. This replaced
former Stations #B8 and #7 which were demolished. The site of old
Station #7 is now being considered for park use,

A new single company Station #3 was constructed at K.W. 7th
Street and N.W. 1llth Avenue.

A new three company Station #2 is now under construction in
Biscayne Park at N.E. 19th Street and N. Miami Avenue., This will
replace the old Station #2 located at N. Miami Avenue and l4th Streec. -
When the new station is completed, the old station will be demolished
and s decision made as how the property will be used or disposed of.

e




FIRE FACILITIES

Improvements Needed

Certain fire fighting facilities are now needed to assure the
continued high level of service. A past Fire Department Study re-
vealed several fire stations throughout the City are in need of
replacement because they are outdated and/or poorly situated. 1In
addition, most of these stations have reached a state where they
require an unrealistic high degree of maintenance. The passage of
timé and the many changes in the face of Miami, inecluding the
growth of High Rise Apartment Areas and changes in land use and
population distribution, dictates that this program should be re-
evaluated and perhaps new priorities assigned.

The program as presented together with 1970 cost estimates
is as follows:

Fire Station No. 5 - This Station was built in 1926 and is
located at K. W. 7th Avenue and 17th Street. The building is old
and dilapidated and the maintenance costs are very high. There is
virtually no space for off-street parking. This Station should
be torn down and replaced with a new 2-company station at a cost of
$290,000. This does not include the cost of land acquisition for
off=street parking.

Fire Station No. 9 (Little River Station) - This Station was
built in 1926 and is located at 7561 N. E. lst. Avenue. The build-
ing is old and dilapidated and the maintenance cost is very high.
The present location does not provide easy access to the arxea it
protects and the off-street parking is limited. This Station should
be replaced and relocated im the vieiaity of N. E. 2nd Avenue and
N. E. 79th Street. A new 2-company station on City property in
that area would cost an estimated $300,000.

Fire Station No. 6 - This Station was built in 1926 and is
loeated at N. W. 36th Street and N. W. 7th Avenue. Although the
building was rehabilitated in 1963, it is still old and inefficient.
As an example, the doors and ceiling height are too small to accommo-
date present day fire apparatus. The Station should be rorn down
and rebuilt within the same general area. A 2-company station with
a reserve apparatus room would cost an estimated $300,000.

Fire Station No. & - This Station was built in 1923 and is located
at 1000 5. Miami Avenue. It has had two major additions and serves
present needs. However, maintenance costs are very high and the
off-street parking is limited. Therefore, this station should be
either partially or completely rebuilt. Complete rebuilding would
cost an estimacted $390,000.
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FIRE FACILITIES

Fire Station No. 11 - This Station was built in 1949 and is
located at W, Flagler Street and S.W., 59th Avenue. The Station is
basically in good condition, but a dormitory and sanitary facilities
should be added to house a "Ladder Company" which is necessary to
{mprove Fire Protection in the Western section of the Cirty. At

resent, Ladder Protection is being provided by Fire Station No. 14
which is located at N.W. lst Street and 27th Avenue and beyond the
respond-distance recognized by the American Insurance Association.
The cost of these addicions are estimated at $735,000.

Fire Station No. 12 - This Station was built in 1949 and is
located at N.W. &46th Street and l4ch Avenue. The existing apparatus
room at this station should be enlarged to accommodate the present
Pumper and Rescue Truck. This enlargement is estimated to cost 3$3,000.

Hose Drying Facilities - Stations No. 11, 12, 13, and 15 are
badly in need of new hose drying facilities {(towers). At present,
the fire hose are dried by small electric driers and/or inclined
ramps; neither of which is an adequate process. The towers would
cost an estimated 550,000.

Fire Chief's Headquarters - The Chief's former headquarters
was demolished along with Fire Station No. 3. The headquarters is
now located at Dimner Key. After Fire Station No. 3 is relocated
to N. W. 7th Street and llth Avenue, & mew Chief's Headquarters
could be built on the N.W. 7th Street site. The estimated cost of
this project is $110,000.

The 1970 G. ©. Bond Eleccicon

On June 30, 1970, the voters passed a $2.1 million "Fire Fight-
ing and Rescue Facilities" issue for implementation of the above
program.
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COMMUNICATION FACILITIES

Modern communications for the City of Miami began in 1933.
Two years later, a Bureau of Communications was established in the
Cicy of Miami Police Department.. In 1935, the City established the
first two=-way police radio communications system in the South and
one of the few early systems of this type in the United States. This
service was gradually expandad to include the Fire Department, the
Dade County Sheriff's office, the Dade County Road Patrol, and other
municipalities in the area. By 1944, the system was expanded to
inelude municipal public address systems facilities; intercom systems,
telephone services and all departmental base stations and mobile
radioc units.

In 1964, the Communications Division became a Department
and now operates. and/or maintains: ;

The basic communications support services for the City
of Miami police and fire services and general govern-
ment operations, and provides central switchboard and
related telephone service for the City and Metropolitan
Dade County.

A direct edircuit, in cooperation with the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, into the Nationmal Crime
Information Center in Washington, D. C.

The emergency number 377-7777 which is connected to
emgrgency radio dispatching facilities.

A portable radio and emergency electrocardiogram trans-
mitting equipment.

A direct circuit into the Dade County computer for the
purpose of obtaining automobile registration informatiocm.

The publishing of the City's annual Departmental Telephone
Directory which includes all Dade County oiffices.

A video tape recorder for police activities which is
now being programmed for color.

An all=-=unit alert system.

Most of the facilities are located in the Watson Building
at 65 §.W. lst Street. Included are Administrationm, Dispatching
Rooms, Emergency Switchboard Room, Dade County Automobile Registra-
tions and Records, and the City of Miami Telephone Frame Room.
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The Dispatching Section operates on a 24-hour basis and
operates on 20 different frequencies which serve the Miami Police
and Fire Departments, Building and Public Works Departments, and
/] municipal law enforcement agencies located in Dade County. They
also handle messages. over theé teletype. circuits .and .the Data Proces
ing of information in-reference to automobile registration in Dade
County. .

The Installation and Malintenance Section 1s located at
the 20th Street Properties. This section is responsible for the
maintenance of all radie and all contractual radio equipment used |
other municipalities and State Law Enforcement Agencies.

The following items requested by the Department of Commun
tions previocusly,have not been verified as to whether they are stil
reguired or if other Capital Improvements are needed:

Additional Space for Maintenance Section - Due to the

constant increase in the number of units being maintained

by the Communications Maintenance Section, existing space
has become inadequate. Additional floor space can be ob-
tained by enlarging the existing mezzanine.

Future Addition for Installation & Maintenance Shop -

The activities of the Installation and Maintenance Sectio

are constantly increasing. Addition to the Maintenance

Shop Building will be necessary.

Because the above requested improvements have not bean
evaluated, nothing is tabulated herein, at this time, as to antici-
pated future capital improvement costs.







HIGHWAYS AND STREETS
. Exeluding the 18 miles of Expressways, there are 730 miles of

street right-of-way within the City of Miami. These can be classi-
fied as follows:

Matropolitan Arterials = Streets which serve the
entire Metropolitan Area . . . + « & +°5 = & = = 110 Miles*

*City_of Miami Neighborhood Traffi

which serve principally intracity traffie . . . 60 Miles
Local Streets (Principally Residentcial) . . . . 545 Miles
Unopenaed SCYE8LE . + +« + o + = + » = » s * s a » 15 Miles

*In November 1965, the Dade County Commission approved a "Major
Thoroughfare System for Metropolitan Dade County"; 137 miles

of this was within the City Limits of Miami. In 1967 for
purposes of street lighting, Dade County recognized 110 miles .
of streets within the City of Miami as being Metropolitan
Arterials., (See Plate I). Since the latter was a positive
action as opposed to a theoretical system, the figure of 110

O miles is being used for purposes of this reporc.

Background

To better understand the street paving problems, it is necessary
to review briefly, policies and street construction activity of the
past. Prior to 1949, practically all pavements other than those in
the central business area and some arterial streets were constructed
of "temporary" type pavement. No rigid control of width or qualicy
of pavement was exercised over private developers. Conformance to
grades established by the City was the only requirement. Even this
could not be enforced effectively in many instances.

As a result, subdividers built streets as cheaply as they could.

Little consideration was given to proper base construction and the
surface usually consisted of sand-seal. ~Some of these pavements lasted
fairly well, but many deteriorated beyond the point of being practical
to maintain. Sand-seal pavements are particularly vulnerable to craffic
wear. Heavy rains, and floods during hurricane periods, alsoc had
disastrous effects on these streets. When it is considered that about
two-thirds of our streets still have "'temporary" type pavement, the

’ problem becomes apparent.
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HIGHWAYS AND STREETS

It is not possible to determine the miles of streets built by
subdividers prior to the boom period. However, a guess of 200 miles
constructed during the 1925 boom could be considered reasonable.
Only a few miles of streets have been constructed by subdividers
since 1945.

At various times, the frecholders have been requested to
approve bonds for paving improvements. In past years, four such
issues were approved: a %l million issue in 1950, a §5 milliom
issue in 1956, a $5,050,000 issue in 1964, and & 517,375,000 "Screets
and Highways Improvements" bond issue in 1970.

Charter Changes

In 1971-72, two very significant actions were taken which
affect the City of Miami's Highway and Street construction program.

1. A "Cicy of Miami Neighborhood Trafficway System'" was
established. This system consists of streets not falling within
the classification of State Roads or Metropeolitan Arterial Streets,
yet streets that are also not purely local in nature in that they
serve principally abutting properties., The streets in this new
system should be developed full width, complete with curb, gutter,
sidewalks, drainage and landscaping. A charter change was affected |
whereby the costs of improving these streets would not be assessed
against the abutting property owners. There are approximately |
60 miles of streets in the designated system; and the streets
included are subject to change from time to time as conditions and
circumstances change.

2. The other significant action was that assessments for
highway construction on other City streets was reduced by 757
with additional special considerations for corner lots.

It is anticipated that these actions will greatly facili-
tate the City's highway construction program which up to now has

been severely hampered by property owners objections to assessments.

Division of Responsibility

Many streets within the corporate limics of Miami should
not be the City's responsibility to construct or maintain. These
are the streets which serve theMetropolitan Area and should be
the responsibility of the County and the State.

Miami's street problems can be resolved by a program carried
out concurrently by the State Department of Transportation, Dade

County, and the City, as follows:



(Does not
Streets)
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HIGHWAYS AND STREETS

Work to be Done by the County or State

Construction of expressways
Rebuilding of State Designated roads and other Metropoli-

tan Arterial Streets, (including acquisition of right-
of=way where required.)

Work to be Done by the City

include those streets classified as Metropolitan Arterial

Remacadamizing of some of the éxisting "permanent
type" streets, before base failure results and before
complete rebuilding becomes necessary.

Rebuilding of Streets in the "City of Miami Keighborhood
Trafficway System".

Rebuilding of old "temporary type" residential streets.

Remacadamizing of old temporary residential streets to
prolong the life of the streets.

Renovating Streets - Reworking old existing base and then
constructing new surface.

A breakdown of Miami's 730 miles of streets according to

responsibility and condition is as follows:

Metropolitan Arterial . Miles

{Includes Arterial Streets that should be
constructed by State Department of Trans-
portation or Dade County)

In Good Condition 74
Requiring Rebuilding 36
State and County Total 110
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HIGHWAYS AND STREETS

Estimated

City Streets Miles Const. Cost‘l)
In Good Condition:
Commercial & High Density 38
Residential Areas (3) —
Low Density Residential Areas ™’ 234 --
Needing Building or BRebuilding:
Commercial & High Density 24 $ 5,760,000
Residential Areas
Low Density Residential Areas 140 25,900,000
Needing Renovation or Remacadamizing:
Commercial & High Density 50 2,145,000
Residential Areas
Low Density Residential Areas 134 2,530,000
Cicy Total 620 $36,335,000

Grand Total 730 Miles

{l) Cost estimates are based on June 1972 prices.

(2) Pavement in Commercial and High Density Residential Areas is
considered "full widch", that is, the street is paved between
curbs so0 as to give maximum vehicular usage.

(3) Pavement in Low Density Residential Areas (Zoned for duplexes
and single family development) is generally about 20 to 24 feet
wide, leaving a grass side parkway between the pavement and
sidewalk on both sides. Most of the future streets should be
developed to a width of 28 feetr lip to lip of valley gutter,
as shown on Plate III.

Costs of drainage, sidewalk and additional right-of-way

required have not been included in the above schedule. (See Chapters
entitled "Rights-of-Way", "Sidewalk", and "Storm Drainage".)

EXpressways

The expressway system for Dade County is being financed by
County, State, and Federal funds. It is mentioned here for informa-
tional purposes only. Presently within the City of Miami, this
system consists of the North-South, the 36th Street and the East-
West Expressways. Preliminary plans are underway for extensions
of the Greater Miami expressway network. Within the City of Miami
this could include such additicns as the South Dixie Expressway and

*




HIGHWAYS AND STREEIS
the LeJeune-Douglas Expressway. When these are constructed, it

will be by the State and County. (A map of the existing and
proposed Expressway System is shown on Plate I1.)

Mecropolitan Arterial Streets

For many years, the City of Miami has been burdened with the
responsibility of constructing and maintaining numerous Arterial
Streets which, although within the City Limics of Miami, have
served the Metropolitam Dade County Area as a whole.

On Januvary 1, 1968, Dade County assumed the responsibilicy
for the lighting of 110 miles of streets within the City of Miami
which they designated and recognized as Metropolitan Arterial
Streets, Sixty miles of these are already maintained by either
the State or County. The assumption of responsibility by the
State and/or County for the rebuilding and maintenance of the
remaining 50 miles would permit the City to concentrate on badly
needed improvements in the City of Miami Neighborhcod Trafficway
System and on residential streets. For purposes of this reporct,
these 110 miles have been excluded from any highway improvement
program by the City.

However, if conditions arise where any of these streets are
in dire need of repair and the County or State does not undertake
to improve them, theCity will then be faced with the decision of
either spending money for improvement of Metropolitan Arterials or
leaving the streets unimproved.

City Streets

Paving improvements consist of four basic types:

Rebuilding

Renovation

Remacadamizing

Miscellaneous Minor Improvements (Not Assessed)

Street Rebuilding - Street rebuilding means completely digging
up the existing road and replacing it with new materials. This
method of improvement would be used on streets that have deteriorated
beyond repair, and on streets that are '"out of grade'", (where the
pavement is objectionably above or below the adjacent PLOperty) .
local drainage structures would be conmstructed where needed to
protect the new pavement.
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HIGHWAYS AND STREETS

On those streets within the "City of Miami Neighborhood
Trafficway System" abutting property owners are not assessed. On
remalning streets abutting property owners are assessed 257 of
the cost with special provisions for corner lots.

The City needs to rebuild about 24 miles of commercial and
high density residential streets at a cost of about $6 million,

and about 140 miles of low density residential streets costing
about $26 mwillion.

Street Renovation - "Street Renovation" is a type of improvement
that falls between "rebuilding" and "remacadamizing'. This work
ig done on streets that require considerable preparatory work on the
existing base, but do not require complete rebuilding. Included
are such things as repairing existing concrete curbs, filling pot-
holes, removing small base failure areas and replacing with good
material, adjusting sections of the street that are cut of grade,
and doing shoulder work. The repairs to base failure areas and the
adjustment of the pavement to grade in most cases are done by
scarifying and using the existing material., In some cases, adding
additional lime rock is required. When this work is proposed,
some degree of local drainage would be planned as needed. After

"'all of the preparatory work is completed, the street is then surfaced

with asphaltic concrete. Over 100 miles of streets could be improved
with this type of improvement. '

Remacadamizing - Remacadamizing is the process of applying
a new asphaltic concrete surface on existing pavements. This type
of work is limited. It can only be done on streets that have
pavement of sufficient width, with good base, and are at the
proper grade.

Between 1959 and 1972, the City has remacadamized more than
100 miles of streets. Owver 50 miles of streets are still in need
of remacadamizing.

Miseallaneous Minor Improvements (Not to be Assessed) - Small
rrafficway improvements would be directed toward better wvehicular
use of our arterial street system. This would include such things
as left and right turn lanes, shoulder paving in dangerous areas,
and other minor improvements as they arise.

Since this improvement would not directly benefit the abutting
property owners, the cost should not be assessed to them. The need
for this type of work is approximately $25,000 per year.
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HIGHWAYS AND STREETS

Planning a Highway Improvement Program

The ideal presentation of a planned street program is to list
every street in the City requiring improvements, including the type
of work to be done and the month and year that the work would begin
and end,

Planning such a list with all the coordination problems necessary
between sanitary sewer, storm sewer, utility installations, and traffie
interruptions presents quite a problem. It is hoped that another former
problem, the reluctance of property owners to paying assessments, will
be greatly reduced due to the new assessment procedures.

The Five Phase Street Development Program

In 1968, at the request of the 'City Manager, the Department of
Public Works prepared a Five Phase Development Program which would
bring all streets in the City of Miami, exclusive of Metropolitan
Arterial Streets, to fully developed standard cross sections. Examples
of these are shown on Plate III. The total estimated cost for this
program was $100 million. This included purchase of necessary right
of way, street paving, curb and gutter, sidewalk and landscaping.

Alternate Approach

A more realistic approach to the City's Highway needs, exclusive
of Metropolitan Arterial Streets and Expressways would consist of a
519.4 million program undertaken over a period of 5 years. This
could be accomplished with a yearly program consisting of the follow-
ing:

- Street Rebuilding 13 miles $2,750,000
Street Renovation 35 miles 1,100,000
Remacadamizing 10 miles 125,000
Miscellaneous Minor Improvements (Not 25,000

Assessed)
TOTAL PER YEAR 54,000,000

In addition, an annual expenditure of $100,000 would ba necessary
for right-of-way acquisition to make this program possible. (See
Chapter, "Rights=-of-Way".)
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SIDEWALKS

rior to 1946, the City had no program for general sidewalk
construction. Between the years 1915 and 1945, sidewalks were
constructed on about one-third of the City streets; having been
built at scattered locations by individual property owners and
develapers.

In 1946, che City of Miami Freeholders approved a sidewalk bond
issue of $6,846,000. Construction was started in 1949.

At the time of the bond issue, 56,846,000 had been considered
sufficient to take care of the City's needs. However, the rapid
"post-war population growth occasioned the opening of many new resi-
dential areas and increased the sidewalk needs. As the work pro-
ceeded, it became evident thac the| money provided was insufficient.

Since 1949, over 500 miles of sidewalks have been constructed
and all but $180,000 of the Sidewalk Bond Issue funds have been
spent.

As the program progressed, it became increasingly difficult te
gat - abutting property owners to agree to sidewalk construction.
This was due, in part, to the requirement that the full cost of
sidewalk construction had to be assessed against the abutting praperty
owner. In March, 1972, the voters of Miami approved a Charter
change which reduced the abutting property owner's share to 257 of
the cost with the remaining 75% being paid by the City-at-large.

With virtually all the Sidewalk Bond Issue funds spent or
programmed, there still remain 365 miles of sidewalks in need of con-
struction as shown in the following breakdown. This does not
separate the -so-called officially designated Metropolitan streets
from those classified as City business and residential streets,.

Reguirements Miles Estimated Cost®
New Sidewalks (Commercial Areas) 134 S 6,000,000
New Sidewalks (Residential Areas) 184 6,900,000
Replacement Sidewalks 47 2,800,000
Total 365 $15,700,000

*Cost Estimates as of June, 1972

The above does not include the cost of right-of-way acquisition.

Much of this sidewalk has not been constructed because property Owners
™,




SIDEWALKS

do not want to dedicate the property needed to bring the streets to
proper widths. It is estimated that should all.the right-of-way

have to be purchased, the right-of-way cost would be in the neighbor-
hood of $25 million, (See Chapter "Rights-of-Ways").

Also not included in the above is the replacement of existing
sidewalks constructed at improper line and/or grade. A detailed
survey would be needed to determine how much is sufficiently out to
warrant replacement.

The City has made a preliminary study of a program for complete
street development City-wide, including curb and gutter. The side-
walk costs given above are generally compatible with this program.
The main variation would be that, should this program come about,
some existing sidewalks in otherwise good condition might have to be
depressed at driveways.

It is probable that any major sidewalk program will come about
only through a Sidewalk Bond Issue. In the meantime, limited progress
can be made through such efforts as Ordinance #7990 which requires
sidewalk to be built to the proper line abutting any building coastruc-
tion over $5,000.

Cummar

Completion of Sidewalk throughout the
Cicy (exclusive of right-of-way) 515,700,000

The General Obligation Bond Election held on June 30, 1970
proposed an item of §1 million for sidewalks. The issue failed by
502 votes. To continue even a modest program of sidewalk construction
in conjunction with new street development, and in areas where abutting
property owners desire, will require another method of financing.
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The 730 miles of street right-of-way within the corporate limits
of Miami can be divided into four groups:

Fi

110 miles of Metropolitan Arterials (See Chapter ''Highways
and Streets')
. 60 miles of Streets in the City of Héami Neighborhood Trafficway
: ystem

545 miles of local streets {prinecipally residential)
15 miles of unpaved or unopened streets

In addition to the above, 18 miles of expressways are also located
within the City of Miami.

As in many American cities, most of Miami's streets were laid
out prior to the universal use of the automobile, and before the
enactment of ordinances prescribing minimum street widths. Conse-
quently, Miami's streets, with some exceptions, are tOO narrow to
handle today's traffic.

In the past, such as during the City's sidewalk program starting
in 1946, the City obtained needed right of way by voluntary dedications.
This has been a continually diminishing process, and it is highly un-
likely that voluntary dedications will be of any great significance
in the future.

Right-of-Way for Metropolitan Arterial Streets

In 1967, for purposes of street lighting, Metropolitan Dade
County recognized 110 miles of streets within the City of Miami as
being Metropolitan Arterials.

since these streets serve the entire Metropolitan area their
reconstruction, including the acquisition of necessary rights of way,
should be the responsibility of the State or County. Sixty of these
110 miles are now maincained by either the State or County. However,
it should be borne in mind that if conditions arise where any of
these Metropolitan Arterial Streets are in dire need of repair and
cthe County or State does not undertake 'to improve them, the Cicty
would then be faced with the decision of either spending money for
their improvement, including the acquisition of any necessary rights
of way, or leaving the streets unimproved. (The cost of right of
way needed to widen all Metropolitan Arterial Streets to the full
mapped widcth has been estimated as §$60,000,000.)
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RIGHTS-OF-WAY

Rirht-of-Way for City Streets

In 1968, at the request of the City Manager, the Department of
Public Works prepared a Five Phase Development Program which would
bring all streets in the City of Miami, exclusive of Metropolitan
Arterial Streets and streets in the Central Business District, to fully
developed standard cross sections. The estimated right of way cost
for such a program would be $25,000,000. As stated in the Chapter,
"{ighways and Streets", it is highly doubtful that such an ambitious
program will ever be undertaken, and a more realistic alternate is
offered. This alternate would consist of a program of street re-
building, renovaticon, and remacadamizing in many instances to exist-
ing widths. It is estimated that about 290 miles of streets are in
need of such improvements. This would require much less right of way
acquisition than would the more elaberate Five Phase Program, and
it is estimated that §$2 million would suffice. Such limited zight-
of-way acquisition would not permit the construection of much of the
City's needed sidewalks. To complete sidewalk construction through-
out the City would require the additiocnal $23 million of right-of-way.

Right-of-Way in Central Business District

There are approximately 15 miles of streets in the Greater
Central Business District. (That area bounded by the Bay and West
2nd Avenue and by North l4th Street and the River). With some excep-
tions, these streets are less than their mapped widths. Widening

. these streets to their full mapped width presents a mostC costly right

of way problem due to land values and encroaching business. Approxi-
mately, 10 miles of these streets are Metropolitan Arterials. The
estimated right of way cost for any widening of the remaining five
miles is most difficult to estimate without a detailed block by
block study. However, a figure of $15,000,000 would seem realistic
for discussion purposes.

SUmmar

Right of Way for Street Comstruction Program 52,000,000

Additional right of way for completion of
Sidewalk construction throughout' the City $23,000,000

Right of Way for widening City streets in
Central Business District 515,000,000
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BEIDGES

On October 1, 1967, Dade County assumed the responsibility
for operating and maintaining bascule bridges over the Miami River.
These had previously been under the jurisdictiun of the City of
Miami. This lessened considerably the City's responsibility for
bridges. A discussion of the various bridges in the City according
to their jurisdiection follows:

Dade County Maintained Bridges

. Within the City Limits of Miami, Dade County maintains
eleven bascule bridges. Eight of these cross the Miami River: one is on
the Rickenbacker Causeway (Toll); one on the Venetian Causeway (Toll);
and one crﬂssLng to Dodge Island. The County (or State) also main-
tain Eixeu bridges on arterial streets which are under their jurisdic-
tion. The eight bascule bridge locations on the Miami River and their
vertical clearance at mean low water are:

4

‘ J W. Flagler Street 35.0°" S.W. lst Screet  20.3'
¥ S, Miami Avenue 12,1" N.W. 12ch Avenue 19.2'
S.W. 2nd Avenue 13.4! N.W. 17th Avenue 138.9'
N.W. 5th Street 13.3° N.W. 22nd Avenue 28.0'

State Maintained Bridees

The State maintains seven major bridges spanning waters
within the City Limits. Four bridges spanning the Miami River are
located at S.E. 2nd Avenue, N.W. 27th Avenue and on North-South and
East-West Expressways. The North-Socuth and East-West Expressway
bridges are fixed bridges with 75' wvertical clearances. The remain-
ing bridges are located on the MacArthur, 79th Street and Julia Tuttle
Causeways. The Julia Tuttle Causeway Bridge is a fixed bridge with
55' wvertical clearance., The Julia Tuttle Causeway and North-South
Expressway bridges are classified as part of the National System of
Interstate and Defense Highways.

Proposed Bridges on Councy and State Arterial

Replacement of Bridges over the Miami River - The new
W. Flagler Screet Bridge and N.W. 22nd Avenue Bridge have acceptable
vertical clearance. However, the low vertical clearance of most of
the other bridges (particularly at 5.W. 2 and S. Miami Avenue and N.W.
5 8t.) cause an unreasonable number of openings which seriously im-
pede the flow of vehicular traffic. In addition, some of the older
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ERIDGES

Other Small Bridges - Of the remaining small stationary
bridges, there are some which may require reconstruction in
future years. As their need becomes more pronounced, they will
be evaluated.

Special Bridges

Claughton Island Bridege - ‘In association with the develop-
ment of Claughton (formerly Burlingame) Island, a bridge is being
constructed from the end of §. E. 8 Street. This is being builtc
by the developer, but will be turned over to the City upon com-
pletion.

Other Bridges - From time to time mention is made of special
bridges fco make accessable certain propercties for development.
The most prominent of these at the present time is Fisher Island.
If and when any such bridges are constructed, it is assumed it
will pe by private enterprise at no expense to the City.

H IJ'

Summary

Belle Meade Island Bridge (Replacement) o $130,000
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divided between County and City. Dade is respon-
@ lighting of 20 miles of expressways and 110 miles
Streets. The City of Miami is responsible for the
605 miles of Neighborhood Trafficways and Local Stcreets
The Street Lighting System of the City of Miami is owned
and operated by the Florida Power & Light Company. The Power
Company installs and maintains almost all facilities and the City
is billed of luminaires, ind Jbﬂhu"h street light poles
unde power for cial services,
All pproved by Flor Public Service
Commission.
levies a special millage to pay for Street Lighting.
for all street Li;hci:; installed or budgeted
is approximately $1,000,000.
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being:
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into street lighting facilities. Thus, after the
completion of a relighting program, the City could

find itself the owner of a stree ighting system
already becoming outdated. With its larger area served
Florida Power and Light can generally find a market for
fixtures being removed.

T FHw

(3) The maintenance of a street lighting system requires
the purchase of expensive specialized equipment and
the hiring of numerous trained personnel. Florida
=

Power and Light already has such equipment and personnel
for its other operations.

Due to the existing program of leasing street lighting facili-
, no Capital Improvement Funds for street lighting are con-
lated.




UTILITY CLEANUP

i

Electrical and telephone service within the City of Miami is

. furanished by the Florida Power and Light En"man}r and the Southern
3211 Telephone Company operating under franchises granted by the
City. As these services were provided and expanded over the years,
convenience rather than aesthetics was the rule. The end *Esult
was streets lined with wood utility poles and overhead lines.” As
new services were needed, additional poles and lines were installed
to satisfy the inmediate need as ﬂxpeditiuusly as possible. With
no over-all plan of consolidating or minimizing facilities, soma
areas becam2 an almost endless maze of poles and overhead lines.
Even the original consideration by some subdividers who provided

rear hhll-hy casements was often nullified by poles being placed

in che sctreet right-of-way. The situatlion has been further aggra-
vated by the ugliness of the creosoted wood poles used.

In more racant years, some progress has been made. The cost
difference between overhead and underground installations has been
- narrowing with advanced technology. This coupled with the reduction
in outages and damage by the use of underground facilities, plus
increasing public objections to the unsightly overhead facllitlea has
somewhat stemmed The tide.

in 1945, resulted in the so-called "1946 Show Cause" and ""1946 Pledge'.
Wnen the City of Miami ordered Florida Power and Light Company to Show
Cause why all their facilities should not be located underground,

the end result was a pledge by Florida Power and Light to clean up
cartain overhead utilities located mostly in the easterly portion of
the Cicy.

qi A public outery following the outages caused by a severe hurrican

Southern Bell, in particular 3 has been turning to more under-
ground installations both in new facilities and in the replacement
of older ones. In fairness to Florida Power and Light, it must be
pﬂinted out that the burial of low voltage telephone cables is much
simpler and cheaper than the burial of power lines. High voltage
transmission lines, in particular, are extremely costly to bury,
and new innovations might be needed before such burial can be expected
on any large scale.

In-the meantime, progress continues in individual instances.
As new roads are constructed, both Florida Power and Light and Southern
Ball have been burying or relncating their facilities where possible.
This practice instigated with major arterial highway comstruction has,
late, been extended to some lesser streets, including the Urban
newal Area and the so-called Tigertail-Oak-Mary Project in Coconut
ove. -
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In other street rebuilding projects, a utility cleanup
leaving overhead lines in the right-of-way has been achieved.
In these projects, concrete poles are used, their spacing being
coordinated with street light placement so that the pole may serve
a dual purposa, Overhead lines are kept to a minimum and horizontal
insulators are used as opposed to cross arms, The first test of
cthis was installed in the Grove N.D.P. Area #&.

The City of Miami has been aiding the cause by using under-
ground street light wiring on any streets not having other over-
. Although this has added a respectable amount
_ s annual street light billing, its contribution to
the cause makes it a worthwhile Investment.
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In Euue a;r l965 Dade County ﬁ&dSEG G*dinance No. 68-69
new EuDGLUlSlﬂnb to ba placed anergruund. :

On July 16, 1969, the Florida Public Service Commission held
a public hearing at wﬁlcn all power and telephone companies franchised
to oparate in the State of Florida submitted data on their policies,
practices and programs for the installation of underground facilities
in residential areas. This was "for the purpose of assisting the
Commission in the promulgation ¢f such reasonable rules and regu-
lacions gnvuL;-rg such pallc_es programs, and practices, as may
be necessary and proper"

And the crusade goes on., It is probable that the cleanup of
overhead facilities in the public rights-of-way will be a gradual
process over the years. 1In any event, no large capital outlay
on the part of the City is anticipated; the City's costs being
limited to the annual expenditures for underground street light
wiring, and any costs that arise for the relocation of facilities
for the Department of Communications Emergency Call Box System in
association with the cleanup of overhead telephone lines.

In December 1969, the Department of Public Works published the
report "Placing Utl lLtluS Underground in the City of Miami".
This discusses the problem in greater depth.
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OFF = STREET PARKING

Miami's first official approach to its parking problem was in
December of 1950 when the City Commission adopted an Ordinance creat-
ing an advisory five-man committee, designated as the Off-Street
Parking Board. This group was authorized to study parking condi-
tions and make recommendations to the Commissicn.

When it became apparent that responsibility for a municipal
parking program should be centralized, the Cicy Commission, in Novem=
ber 1955, enacted an Ordinance creating the 0ff-Street Parking Board
and Department. Through special legislacive act, this Department
commenced to operate under the City of Miami Charter, Section 23-A.
This Ordinance confers on the Board the powers, duties, and responsi-
bilities customarily vested in the Board of Directors of a private
corporation. The Board has supervisory control over the operation
of municipal off-street parking facilities, and all acts of the De-
partment are subject to the Board's approval.

$3,000,000 worth of revenue bonds were sold im 1960 and Garage
No. 1 (455 spaces) at 40 N.W. 3rd Street was offiecially opened on
March 1, 1961. Later, Garage No. 2 (422 spaces) at 130 Biscayne
Boulevard was opened to the public on February 8, 1962....and a site
was purchased for Garage No. 3 at 90 S.W. lst Street.

Operating under a new Bond Ordinance, adopted in March of 1966,
enabled building of Garage No. 3. This ramp type garage (427 spaces)
was opened in February of 1968 and operated in the black the first
month.

The objective of the Department is to develop an adequate long-
range off-street parking program for the entire City, with particular
emphasis on the Central Business District where conditions had been
critical. The Board also encourages private enterprise to provide
parking facilities. -

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
The Department is providing the following controlled parking spaces:

LOT NGO, 1 Bayfront Park Auditorium, East - 95 spaces
NE 5th St. & Biscayne Blvd.

LOT WO, 2 Allapattah Business Area 118
MW 35th Sc. & 1l8th Ave.

LOT XO. 3 Little River Business Area 166
NE 79th St. & lst Place
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OFF-STREET PARKING

LOT NO. 29 Jackson Memorial Hospital . 259
NW 15th S5t. & 10th Ave.

LOT RO. 31 Children's Cardiac Hospital 28
MUNICIPAL GARAGE NO. 1, 40 NW Jrd Street 455
MUNICIPAL GARAGE NO. 2, 130 Biscayne Blwd. 422
MUNICIPAL GARAGE NO. 3, 90 SW lst Streetc £27
ON-STREET METERED PARKING SPACES 2,950

TDTAIl PERKI.HE SPEILEES % B % B F B oEEE A F W o B & :'r :&EE

GARAGE ND. 1 - 40 NW 3rd Street

In March of 1961 the first municipal parking garage in'Miami was
officially opened. This is a 455 car, ramp-type garage, costing over
51,000,000. This garage has entrances and exits on both NW 2nd Sctreet
and NW 3rd Street which provide direct access to 1-95 wia NW 2nd

and MW 3rd Streets. Alsc housed in this building are the administra-
tion offices and meter repair shop.

GARAGE NO. 2 - 130 Biscayne Boulevard

In February of 1962 Municipal Garage No. 2 was officially opened.
his is a 422-car mechanical parking garage, the first of its kind
in this area, and was built at a cost of §1,500,000. By careful
counter-balancing of the elevators the garage can be unloaded even

when all electrical power is out.

GARAGE NO.. 3 - 90 SW lst Street

In February of 1968 Municipal Garage No. 3 was offieially opened.
This is a 427-car, ramp type garage with 90° parking and no columns
to obscure the driving or parking areas. The customers at this
garage have good access to and from the expressway. This garage
was designed with the convenience of the customers and maintenance
of the bullding in mind.

PROPOSED NEW SERVICES

Approximately 1200 new parking spaces will be provided under the
expressway system in and adjacent to the Central Business Discrict.
This is in sddition to the 233 spaces provided under the expressway
in 1968. Preliminary plans are being prepared to provide between
1,000 and 2,000 spaces adjacent to the proposed downtown Junior
College site. Additional land has been purchased to expand an exist-
ing parking lot in the Garment District.




OFF-STREET PARKIKG

A CONTINUING PROGRAM

“‘.

The Qff-Street Parking Board and Department are keeping a constan
watch on the parking situation both within and ocutside the down-
town area. As conditions change, the situation will be periodically
re-evaluated to determine current needs. Appropriate steps will
then be taken to do everything possible to provide adequate, con-
venient, and economical parking facilities for the residents and
tourists in Miami, without any cost to the taxpayers.

§/8/65




PUBLIC PROPERTIES AND SANITATION




the 20th Streat Municipal Properties is gsituated on a 40-acre tract
an the south side of H.U 20th Street between l0th and l4th Avenues.
whis area has been developed conmsiderably over the years, and now houses
the major ﬁhysi al services offered by the City. This area 1s utilized
:“iuh_ﬂu-ly by the Department of Publie Properties, Department o Sani-
y tatien, the Operations Division of the Department of Publiec Works, Depart
| . mant of Watcar & Sewers, Department of Communicacions and tha Police
., Department. Included in this area are:
—— a
N S 4 900-ton Imeinerator--(which also supplies steam to Jackson
Al ¥emorial Hospital)
~y = Tmeinerator Maintenance and Storage Building.
-5 = reuck Wash Racks and Parking Area--for trucks used to collect
E garbage and trash. s
\. © -+ The City Garage and Shops--for the répair and maintenance of
AT crucks and heavy road equipment.
o vacor Pool Garage for servicing City Passenger Vehicles, Police
i:} D Cars, and Motoreycles.
- = Sheds, Storage Facilitles, and Parking Area--for roed equip-
e mant and sewer equipment of the Operations Division of the
i Department of Public Works.
'E:!ié Property Maintenance Shop Building--in luding shops and space
— for storage of materials necessary for maintenance of City
b buildings.
o I Water Tank Field of the Department of Water and Sewers--{suiii-
'y & cient avea has been provided for an additional water storage
NS tank).
U Cozmunications Department Maintenance Shop Building--for the
M ainting, and servieing of commenications equipment.
Ci;ﬂu Auto Pound- Area for the Department of Polica.
i L:L'- .I"'a_:"'-_---' '-'I! P Tha -I-L"-." i T'.'..=;..-Ell_ 3+ ) tvi T AT,
r'_ﬂh Improvements which are C __'"" i "”f:
v~ as follows: :
¥V
| e et i e T e e e
Searace Shed for Fire Brick - This shed 1s naeded to store incineréa-
tor fire brick for incinerator No. 1. AT presenc, bricks ars incon-
veniently stored at Coconut Grove. Fire brick must be ordered in
large quantities and must e stored out of the weather less they
dateriorace. Estimated Cost = $35,000.
ghawer and Toilet Addition to Maintenantce Building - This is
—ccded so that the garbage and trash collectors woueld have a
3 slace to change clothes and clean up bafore going home. Esti-
“' mated Cost - $30,000.
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INCINERATORS AXNL
RUBBISH PITS

oo Rn T It o ST il B S

On August 21, 1970, the Circuit Court ordered the closing ok
rhe Coconut Grove Incinerator for violating the Dade County BPollu-
rion Coantrol Qrdinance.

On auwgust 31, 1970, the judge issued at Order of Clarification
=5 the above court order which indicated the City of Miami is perma-
nancly enjoined and restrained from operating cthe Coconut Grove
Tncinerator, 2xXcent as may we authorized by a subsequent Order of the
Couzt.

mubbish Pits - Conveniently located pits for the disposa- of
wubbish are becoming inereasingly diffieculc to acquire. They can-
not be located near sopulated or bullt up areas gad a great deal oz

derarion must be given long | s. A county

ati

on prohibits open purning within Dade County.

Tha City has only ond gvailable area where rubbish can be
dumped. This 1s located on & portlon of Virginia Key where the
~ubbish is deposited and left to decay. ILocinerator ash is also
dumpad at this location. The low elevation of the land, and the
ralacively short haul from the southeast section of the City, make
chis location reasonably satisfactory as a disposal site. Suffi-
ciant low land is available to continue rubbish disposal for a

— N — . - e 1 = . 1.1 - iR TE .
In keeping with the City s policy of comsatClng pollucion, &ad
-0 cope with the ever increasing Do lem of waste collection &anc
m il - TarmA = s e T = o by - 3 Ay o
disposal, the City evolved = hrea-part program enticled "psllution
i| e il 1 - P - ki y o oy e = | - = -
Control and Incinerater Faclllitles. The voters of Miami approved 4
1l £ m

On July §, 1970, the CIty Commission authorized th
=

&
$3 million of "Pollutiom Control apd,fncinerator - eilicias" bonds.
[, M——— | _,..___.._-:.- —..——-\-n. s -l" ﬁﬂﬂﬁul::_';"_: B ey '\l___|l E_‘L'-I':.EEC :I:} :,..,....'::':E ; Sﬂ;.ﬂ-c
Ty = -u-.:. - W = t s . e -E__-_..,. e e B e ey i
Waste Collection and Disposas Study. =% T m—r; -
-__"r ".-_"1—-'— 2 '—H'. = 2 = S TR, M. = - -y
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WATER SUPPLY,

The Dbpﬂuﬁne:
water supply faecil
& Miami Water Co
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TREATMENT, AND DISTRIE
AND

SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM

UTION FACILITIES

t of Water and Sewers is responsible for th
ities and the sewage hlblﬂbdl system. Afte
mpany was purchased from the Florida Power and
941, the City Commission transferred the entire
eandent Water and Sewer Board created by an act
. Prior to 1941 the City operated the well
reatment pha:t ﬁﬁ Hialeah as well as the trans-

the water ULshr bution system was owned an

H T

WO

ami Water Company. Sinece its creation i: 1941,

Water and Sewers has modernized and expanded

n keeping with Greater Miami's ever ;ncreasi:g

g interval, approximately %$55,000,000 has been

improvement and expansion. Financing has been

he issuance of Reue ue Bonds and revenues have

ntly to provide adequate income to secure the

harges.

t of Water and Sewers has been faced with rapidly
for water services both within the City of Miami

adjacent thereto. The growth has been so rapid
localized nature, that it has not been feasi-

y long range master planning efforts, such as

. Instead, the planning for 10, 15, and 20

ras the consideration of increasing facilicties

that their construction cannot be financed

this reason, very detailed planning has been

y anticipated demands for relatively short periocds

total ¢aua:i:y of the water supply facilities
60,000,000 Gallons pex day by the enlargement
plant, the Alexander Or Jr. Plant,

r treatment
lons per da

W

cticng of estimated fu

uture demands were based
h

H
i

e
e projections indicate :d that by 15969, the ant

emands would exceed the 160 mgd of treatment
Hialeah and Orr Plants were rated. Ther f ra;

am to increase treatment p*anh deﬂﬂluy

undertaken in 1963,



WATER SUPPLY, TREATMENT,
AND DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES
AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM

The third treatment plant was conceived as a result of studies of
future population and the consequent demands for water. These studies
have shown that the rate of increase in water demands is higher in the
northern portion of the distribution system than in the southern
portion due to land use characteristies. For this reasomn, the early
stages of the third treatment plant construction were planned simultane-
ously with the final stages of the Orr Plant expansion.

Adjacent to the original Hialeah Water Treatment Plant, a new
third water treatment plant, named in honor of Johm E. Preston,
Member of the Water and Sewer Board from 1941 to 1966 and Chalrman
from 1945 to 1966, was placed into operation during 1968. This plant
is the result of long range plans for supplying future water demands,
particularly in the northern portion of the distribution system. Its
location was selected due to the availability of extremely abundant
ground water resources for supply in the viecinity of the.Hialeah
Treatment Plant, as well as available land for an additional treatment
plant, the Department constructed a 100 mgd. plant just north of th
Hialeah Plant. Engineering investigations led to a decision to build
the new plant in two stages. Construction of a first stage of 60 mgd.
capacity was begun in 1963, when a 9.0 milliom gallon covered ground
storage reservoir for treated water was completed and connected to the
Hialeah Plant. Since that time, construction of the John E. Preston
Treatment Plant was completed. It is anticipated that the second
stage of &40 mgd. capacity will be constructed prior to 1975.

The John E. Preston Treatment Plant is a moderm, fully automated,
softening and rapid-sand filtration type of water treatment plant,
similar to the Alexander Orr, Jr., Treatment Plant. However, it does
not have Diesel driven pumping units for discharge to the transmission
and distribution systems. All units .are driven by electric motors
for normal use - as in the Hialeah Plant. In the event of the loss
of commercial electric power service at either of the two plants, an
electric generator station, powered by Diesel engines, supplies the
necessary power for the eleetrically driven pumps in both the Hialeah
and John E. Preston Plants.

Prior to the completion of the John E. Presteon Plant in April
1968, it was necessary to operate the Hialeah Plant above its rated
capacity, allowing vexy little time for major maintenance projects.
During the current year, the replacement of the filter control valves
and related piping, parts of the operating tables and control equip-
ment on the first eight filters at the Hialeah Plant have been completed.
The rehabilitation of the remaining eight filters will be completed
early mext fiscal year. The Hialeah well pumps, clarifiers and other
needed projects will be rehabilitated over the next sevaral years,




WATER SUPPLY, TREATMENT,
- AND DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES
X ] AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM

and financed from the Depreciation Reserve Fund. This program will
insure the reliability of the operation of the Hialeah Plant in the
future., Although the first units of the plant were constructed in

1924, it is intended to operate it indefinitely as a principal water
treatment plant.

The construction of a second lime plant, which was formerly
planned for 1966 at the Orr Plant, can be postponed for several
| years. This postponement is the result of improvements to the ori-
| ginal 80 ton lime plant at Hialeah, which permit a 25 percent increase
in lime recalcining capacity, or a daily production of 100 toms.

SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM

Miami's first sewers extended inland from the river and west-
ward from the bayshore, as far as ground contour would permit. Con-
tinued complaints about unsanitary conditions caused the Cicy, in
1924, to retain a consultant hydrographer to study the sewage dispo-
sal prablEm Work was begun with an experimental plant, but the
collapse of the "boom" and the hurricane of 1926 stﬂpped all work

Q until 1949 when a contract was signed with consulting engineers to
prepare a new study and report on pollution control.

The report recommended the Sewage Disposal Project in its present
form, for an estimated cost of $27,100,000 to be met by General Ob-
ligation Bonds in the amount of $16,000,000 and Revenue Bonds for
$11,100,000.

In August of the same year, the City Commission adopted an
ordinance authorizing and securing the Sewer Revenue Bonds by a
sewer service charge equal to 100% of the water bills. This was
to become effective upon the initial operation of the completed
project. The service charge would provide the funds to pay princi-
pal and interest on the Sewer Revenue Bonds and all operating and
maintenance costs of the Sewage Disposal Project. The present
sewer service charge is 91% of the current water bills.

The project included a high rate activated sludge treatment
plnnt to be located on Virginia Key, offshore from the mainland,
with an outfall extending &,000 feet into the Atlantic Ocean and
construction began in 1953. Intercepting sewers were raquircu to
collect sewage from existing sanitary sewer systems which had ouc-

(. lets discharging along the shoreline of the Miami River and Bis-
cayne Bay. These intercepting sewers extended up both sides of

the river, and along the shoreline of the bay at numerous outlets.
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SUMMARY

WATER SUPPLY, TREATMENT,

AND DISTRI

UTION FnEILITIEE

AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM

A summary of the principal de1*31 Improvements anticipated
by the Department of Water and Sewers for the next six years is:

Water Division

Install a 60 inch Raw Water Supply Main
from the Southwest Well Field to the Alexander
Orr Jr. Water Treatment Plant 5

Install a Sludge Disposal Line from the
Alexander Orr Jr. Water Treatment Plant to
the Southwest Well Field

Install two Water Softening Units at the

]

Alexander Orr Jr. Water Treatment Plant

Install Lime Recalcining Facilities at the
Alexander Orr, Jr. Water Treatment Plant

Lime Storage Silo at Alexander Orr Jr.
Water Treatment Plant

Install a 30 MGD High Service Pump at the
John E. Preston Hnter Treatment Plant

Tnstall & 54 inch transmission main from
W 32nd Avenue to NW &67th Street Pumping
Station

Distribution System and other physical
plant extensions and improvements

- TOTAL

3,000,000

500,000
700,000
1,500,000
200, 000

300,000

1,700,000

600,000

58,500,000
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WATER SUPFLY, TREATMENT,
AND DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES
AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM

SEWER DIVISION

Estimated
Costs
1. TREATMENT PLANT EXPANSION
Additional Blower S 450,000
Additional Aeration Tanks 1,750,000
Additional Final Settling Tanks 1,750,000
2. PMPING STATIONS
Additional Pumps at &4th St. Station 350,000
Additional Pumps at 9ch St. Statiom 100,000
Additional Pumping Station 200,000
Additional Pumping Station 200,000
Douglas Park Pumping Stacion 240,000
3. FORCE MAIN EXTENSIONS
West Dade Force Main
Nl 37th Ave. to MW 57th Ave. 1,450,000
NW 57th Ave. to NW 77th Ave. 1,550,000
4. FORCE MAIN RELIEF LINES
North Biscayne Bay Intercepter 550,000
5. MISCELLANEQUS EXPENDITURES 910,000
TOTAL $9,500,000

Prepared by
The Department of Water and Sewers
4=15=70




SANITARY SEWERS

This chapter being updated by the Sewer Section
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STORM SEWERS

This chapter being updated by the Sewer Secrion
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MARINAS

The City of Miami's present Marina Facilities include a 370
T ar at Dinner Key, a 45 berth Marina at Watson Island,
and a 212 berth Marina, known as Miamarina, in downtown Miami.

c
o its present capacity of 370 berths.

The first phase of the Dinner Key Marina was constructed in
1950. It was expanded in 1959. Expansion consisted of the con-
struction of two new piers, bulkhead improvements, a dockmaster's
office, a launching ramp, and the expansion and beautification of
the adjoining Coconut Grove Bayfromt Park. This increased Marina

=

- In 1964, the City of Miami sold a 32,370, 000 Dinner Key Marina
Bond Issue. Porcions of this have been used for purchase of addi-
tional property in the Dinner Key Area. There is an unencumb bered
balance of $800,000 for land acquisitiom plus $1,170,000 in unallo-
cated, funds.

L. 1 ) i : .

n 1970, proposals were submitted by boating interests in the
Coconut Crove Area for expansion.of marina and sailboat facilities n
at Dinner Key. These plans will be evaluated as part of a compre- s
hensive "Marine Recreational Development Plan for the Dinner Key
Complex." (See Chapter on "Dinner Key".)

T
-.i-u.....-L'... 1ILE

In 1964, the City of Miami sold $2,250,000 in Bayfront Recrea-
rienal Facilities Bonds to expand and improve facilities at the
Bayfront Park Marina.

A comprehensive marina facility, known as '"Miamari a", was
constructed in 1970. It was designed to replace "Piler 3" a &43-
year old facility. This new 212 berth marina accommodates private
pleasure crafts up to 100 feet in length as well as charter and
sightseeing boats. 1Its cominant feature is a large breakwater
extending from Bayfront Park into Biscayne Bay with a restaurant-
lounge structure at the focal point of the breakwater. The restaur-
ant was equipped, and is operated, by Restaurant Associates Industries,

L5 T

=
Ine. of New York, under lease from the City.

Since its completion there have been some modifications made
such as additional lighting and electrical modifications. At this
cime there are no plans for major capital.expenditures in associa-
tion with Miamarina. ;




Other Marina Facilities

A 52 million Marina Facilicties Bond Issue was proposed in
the June 30, 1970 G.0. Bond Election. These funds were to provide
a 300 berth marina together with pertinent parking, washroom
facilities, and a dockmaster's office, based upon a 1970
astimated cost of 51.5 million. Such a marina might have been
constructed at Watson Island, which now houses a 45 berth marina,
or as an expansion of the Dinner Key facilities. In addition, a
smaller marina facility could have been constructed at another
location for an estimated $0.5 million. Besides docking facili-
ties, 'this would have included a boat launching ramp, a boat 1ifc,
parking accommodations and other related facilicies.

However, the bond issue was defeated and if the above is to
be realized, another method of financing must be found. : 3

Summary

Major Marina Expansion possibly at Watson Island or

an akternate site 51,500,000
Secondary Marina developments at approprilate site 500,000
TOTAL $2,000,000
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BULKHEAD AND SHORE PROTECTION

The City owns approximately 26,000 feet, (about 5 miles), of bay
frontage excluding Virginia Key. (Virginia Key has a combined bay and
ocean frontage of about 4.5 miles of which approximately 3 miles lie
within Miami.

The City also owns property fronting on the Miami River and on

saveral canals. TIncluded are such properties as, Sewell Park with 1,600
linear feet of River Frontage.

A discussion of the condition and requirements for shore protection
for these properties follows.

Watson Island J#’f

The bay frontage of Watson Island consists of approximately &,500
linear feet. The bulkhead on the west side (approximately 1,500 feet),
was reconstructed in 1967 in order to provide berthing space for boats
during the construction of Miamarina.

No bulkhead exists on the north and east sides of Watson Island,
and the remaining shoreline on the west and south sides is partially
rip-rapped. There are no plans at present to bulkhead addictional

.frontage. However, some rip-rap repairs and/or replacements may be

necessary along the southwest shoreline or ships channel. Estimated
Cost = $1L1,000,.

-

1

Bayfront Park *

Bayfront Park, with 3,350 feet of bay frontage, is protected for
its full length by a steel sheet pile bulkhead. The construction of
"Miamarina" replaced approximately 1,200 linear feet of this bulkhead.
There has been no maintenance to the remaining bulkhead over the years.,
As a result, it is rapidly being destroyed by corrosion. Capping the
remaining 2,150 feet of this bulkhead with reinforced concrete to a
point below mean low water would cost about $235,000.

The'"'0ld Commercial Docks" Property

This property also known as the old Port Property has a frontage of
about 1,600 feet. However, because of its configuration, consiscing of
three piers and two slips, its total bulkhead line is in excess of 6,000
feet. Some of the present bulkhead is in hazardous condition. Any
repairs or changes to this bulkhead will be dependent upon what plan is




BULKHEAD ARD
SHORE PROTECTICH

finally agreed upon for the development-of this property.

Future Downtown Park Properties —

On March 14, 1972 the voters of Miami approved a $39.9% million
Parks Bond Issue. Included in the proposal was acquisition of two
major Downtown properties: the P & O Property (located between
Bavfroant Park and the "0ld Port" Property) and the parcel of land
located at the mouth of the Miami River, sometimes referred to as
Ball Point. In its present shape, the P & O Property has about
2,000 feet of bulkhead and shoreline. The Ball Point Property has
a combined Bay and River frontage of about 1,200 feet, The shore
protection needs of these two properties will, to a large extent,

depend upon what plans are evolved for their development, once they
have been acquired.

Dinner Key

During 1958, the Dinner Key Marina was expanded. Includecd in
this project was the construction or recapping of 2,500 feet of
bulkheading. There remain, however, two areas where bulkheading is
in critical need of repair. These areas are:

Area Wo, 1 = Approximately 860 feet of uncapped steel sheet
bulkhead running southerly from the recently acquired "former Coast
Guard" Property. :

This bulkheading is approaching a state of deterioration where
comparatively low cost repairs may become impossible to effect due
to the destruction of the interlocks and anchor system. Jagged
edges of steel in the corroded wall constitute a seriocus safety hazard.
(Of this 860 feet of bulkheading, about 230 feet lies directly in
front of the Merrill-Stevens Shop Repair facilities. This bulkhead
frontage is necessary in the operation of their business.)

This bulkhead should be protected from further destriction by
the installation of a reinforced concrete cap extending from a point
below mean low water to the top of the wall.

The estimated cost of this bulkhead repair is 3110,000.

Area No. 2 - The seawall in Merrill-Stevens boat dock, about
580 feet in. length.




BULKHEAD AND
SHORE PROTECTION

This seawall employs steel wideflange piles to retain vertically
set concrete slabs jointed at the top with a concrete cap. The steel
is corroding severely and, if allowed to deteriorate further, the
entire wall will, in a comparatively short time, be a total less,

This seawall shpuld be ﬁandhlasted,.repaired, and the steel
supports painted. The estimated cost of this project is 511,000,

The Cicy recently acquired property along the bay north of
Dinner Key fﬂ“ park develﬂpmenc, and additional properties are scheduled
to be acquire However, it is doubtful that any new bulkheading
will be ins;alled in this area.

In 1972, the Federal Government deeded the “former Coast Guard”
propercy to the City of Miami. This 4.5 acre area adjoining the
northerly edge of the Dinner Key property has about 400 feet of
Bay Frontage. An inspection showed the existing bulkhead to be in
a generally good and serviceable condition.

Morningside Park

This park, located at N.E. 54 Street and Biscayne Bay, has
approximately 1900 feet of wateriront. This is currently protected
by rip-rap which is adequate for normal conditions. However, this
protection is not adequate for severe storms such as hurricanes.
The normal high tide level is only two feet below the top of the
rip-rap and within ten feet of an existing structure. Loss of property
could result from a severe storm. A complete concrete bulkhead for
this property would cost about $190,000., However, the critical area
in front of the pool structure, approximately 400 feet, would cost
about 545,000.

Virginia Kevy

In 1958, the City and County joined to request the Federal
government to make a Beach Erosion Study of Virginia Key and Key
Biscayne. The application was approved in January, 1959, The "“Beach
Nourishment Project" started in March, 1969 and was completed in
July, 1969. It consisted of adding approximacely 320,000 cubic yards
of sand to the beaches at Virginia Key and Key Biscayne. This en-
compassed both City and County Properties.

The total Beach Nourishment Project cost §575.000, of which
the Federal government provided 70%. The City's share in this im-
provement was approximately 5$35,000.



BULKHEAD AND
SHORE PROTECTION

Miscellaneous Waterfront Properties

Margaret Pace Park - Located at the Bay on North Bayshore Drive
between N.E. 1l7th Terr. and 2lst Street. This small park has. about
1,800 feet of shoreline. It is not anticipated, at this time, that
bulkheading this shoreline will be required.

Magnolia Park - Located at the Bay on N.E. 7th Avenue between
N.E. 38th Street exit of the 36th Screet Airport Expressway and the
North property line of N.E. 39th Street. It is anticipated that the
420 foot shoreline of this park will remain as a beach.

Brickell Park - Located at Biscayne Bay and §.E. 5 Street, this
small park has about 170 feet of unprotected shoreline. Shore protec-
tion is recommended as wave action created by boats and reflected
from Claughton Island, lying offshore, is causing erosion and loss
of park property and the shoreline. The estimated cost of this bulk-
heading is $17,000.

Wainwright Park - This has approximately 890 linear feet of
bulkhead which is in rather good shape needing no immediate repair.

Legion Memorial Park - It is anticipated that the proposed
development of a portion of the shoreline located at the southerly
end of this park will provide & boat ramp and finger piers. The
remaining shoreline is proposed to be used as a beach. Therefore,
no bulkheading will be required.

Sewell Park - This park has approximately 1,600 linear feet
of waterfront on the Miami River and the Lawrence Waterway Canal.
The present river frontage consists of a deteriorated rock wall.
It is anticipated the shoreline would require light bulkheading when
the park is developed. The estimated cost for bulkheading would be
$90,000.

Dead End Streets - Many streets dead-end or front on the Bay.
Most of these are bulkheaded and are in fair to good condition.
There are several, however, without bulkheading, and where bulkheads
are in poor shape. To bulkhead the worst of these areas will cost
about $10,000.

Riverfront Properties = Parks, streets, and other City properties

which front on Miami's rivers are mostly without bulkheads or shore
protection. However, unlike bayfront properties, theses are com-
paratively safe from major wave action and erosion.




L

Bayfront Park Bulkheading
Watson Island - Southwest side

(ships channel)
Dinner Key Bulkheading

and/or Seawall (Two areas)
Morningside Park Bulkheading
Brickell Park
Sewell Park
Dead End Streets

Total

BULKHEAD AND
SHORE PROTECTION

$235,000
11,000

120,000
5,000
17,000
90,000
10,000
3528,000

Other properties that might require bulkheading:

Commercial Docks Property
P & O Property
Ball Point
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VIRGINIA KE¥

Background

Virginia Key is an island, approximately 1,100 acres in size,
lying 2% miles east of the mainland of Miami. Its westerly shore
+is on Biscayne Bay, and its easterly shore is on the Atlantic Ocean.
It is connected with the mainland by Rickenbacker Causeway, which
passes through the southerly portion of Virginia Key,

By condemnation and by purchase, the City acquired 572 acres on
Virginia Key for $417,000 in 1945. Since that time, there have been
changes in ownership of various portions between the City and Dade County.
At the present time, the City has title to approximately 890 acres of
the northerly part, and the County to approximately 200 acres of the
southerly part.

The size of Virginia Key is not easily defined. Due to its low
clevation, the area varies tremendously with the tide. In addition,
the City and County bothhdd ticle to Bay Bottom Lands adjacent to
their properties on the Key. The "land" area has been expanding
both by fill being deposited by che City, and by natural actions to
the northerly side of the Marine Stadium.

In July 1969, a beach nourishment project was completed which
restored a portion of the beach which had been lost through erosion.
(See Chapter, "Bulkhead and Shore Protection).

The portion of Virginia Key obtained by condemnation was for
municipal purposes (at that time for "port and airport purposes to
be used by the City of Miamiand its inhabitants"). The deeds for
the various parcels of Bay Bottom Lands (from the Internal Improve-
mend Fund), specifically provide that the land should be used for
municipal or for port and airport purposes. Legal opinions have
been rendered to the effect that any future development of this
property must be based upon such use.

Current Uses

In 1953, a 66-acre tract in the north central portion was used
for the construction of the City of Miami Sewage Treatment Plant.
In 1963, the City's Marine Stadium was gonstructed adjoining the
westerly shore of Virginia Key. (See Chapter "The Commodore Ralph
Munroe Marine Stadium.") In 1972, a restaurant was opened at the
westerly tip of the Stadium. This is operated by private enterprise
on a site leased from the City. An area of the Key is also being used
by the City for rubbish disposal. In addition, two sites have been

conveyed for devela?ment of Oceanographic facilities; one to Miami Dade
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Junior College for a Marine Technology Center, the other for the
construction of an "Ocean Space Center" (a Marine Museum).

The County portion has a County Bathing Beach, a privately
operated aquarium, the University of Miami Marine Laboratory, and the
Atlantic Oceanographic and Meterclogical Laboratories, a facility
of the U. §. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency.

=

Future Use

Mach of Virginia Key remains undeveloped, and there have been
many proposals made over the years to change this situation. Included
have been sueh features as golf courses, a youth park, an executive
type airport, & marina, and an international center. To be usable
for most purposes, the Key would have to be extensively filled to a
height of about six feet above sea level.

In order to guide the orderly development of Virginia Key, the
City of Miami and Dade County Planning Departments in February, 1569
evolved a "General Land Use Master Plan for Virginia Key." In addi-
tion to existing uses, this proposal includes areas designated to be
reserved for park and recreational use and an Oceonographic Science
Park. This is shown on the accompanying sketch.

pade County is considering in its long range plans, the feagi-
bility of a causeway passing through Virginia Key and on. to the
upper keys. 1I1f such a plan should ever materialize, it could have
a definite effect on the future development of Virginia Key. Also,
there have, at various times, been proposals to construct & cause-
way bridge across Norris Cut for the purpese of developing Fisher
Island.

At this time, there are no specific capital improvements antici-
pated for Virginia Key.




FISHER ISLAND

Fisher Island was formed in 1911 when the channel known as
"Government Cut" was first dredged. It is a small island of about
250 acres, lying south of Government Cut, between Miami Beach and
Virginia Key. It was at one time located within the City limicts
of Miami Beach, but (with the exception of some scattered lots and
parcels) was later excluded by Court action. Some of these lots
are still owmed by the City of Miami Beach. The principal land
uses on the island are a fuel oil bunkering facility operated by
Belcher 0il Company, and the University of Miami cluster of build-
ings (formerly the U. 5. Quarantine Station). Inaccessible by road,
the island remains largely undeveloped.

Through the years, there have been several proposals for con-
necting Fisher Island to Virginia Key or Miami Beach by tunnels or
bridges. None of these ever advanced beyond the discussion scage.

In early 1969, joint City of Miami and Dade County preliminary
generalized land use "Master Plan of Virginia Key" shows proposed
linkage of Virginia Key to Fisher Island by means of a causeway and
600 foot bridge at the east end of HNorris Cut.

In September 1969, the City of Miami was approached by repre-
sentatives of the Condev Corporation with a proposal for Fisher
Island development. Such development was predicated upon the con-
struction of a causeway between Fisher Island and Virginia Key, and
the annexation of Fisher Island by the City of Miami.

In October 1969, the City made a feasibility study on the cost
of services and revenues should annexation of Fisher Island .become
a reality. This information is contained in a report titled "The
Annexation of Fisher Island - A Cost Comparison of Services and
Revenues" dated QOctober 1969, City of Miami, Department of Public
Works.

The Condev Corporation was unable to go ahead with their plans
and the proposal has been abandoned.

It is. likely that the City's only involvment with Fisher Island
will be if such a venture takes place in the future.
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GRAVES TRACT (INTERAMA)

The City of Miami purchased the Graves Tract in May, 1945,
for $495,000. This tract of about 1,675 acres is bounded by
U. 8. Highway No. 1, the Intracocastal Waterway, and Sunny Isles
Road. It lies outside the corporate limits of the Citcy, about

d.
miles north of Flagler Street. In 1960, it was appraised at
5 million. It has since been valued at over 3100 million.

The Craves Tract has an average elevation of about one foot
above sea level. To be usable for almost any purpose, it must
be extensively filled. To date, 680 acres have been f£illed.

bty ¥

The land was purchased as an airport site; the airport, how-
ever, failed to materialize. Numercus plans have since been
sreseated for its use. The most Lamous of these being plans for
the development of "Interama'--a combined World's Fair and Trade-
mart.

The original agreement between the City an the Inter-American
Center Authority (“Interama"), gave the Authority the option to
purchase the tract for $1 million. Several plans for getting
Interama under way were then advocated. These failed to materializae,
and this Interamsz option of the Graves Tract expired on November 1,
1957.

Early in 1960, another agreemen s made--the Graves Tract
was deeded over to the Imterama Autl v with the stipulation
that the Authority must come up with & feasible financing plan
within two years, or the land would revert to the City. The deed
was placed in escrow at an independently appraised value of $8.5
million, which amount was to be paid to the City only after the
Authority has paid all other cobligations.

E
£t fa

In 1961, the City Commission authorized the City Manager Lo
enter into a new agreement with the Inter-American Center authoricy
for the purpose of conveying the deed of the Graves Tract. This
new agreement removed the barrier to financing; which was the re-
quirement of the City to hold unencumbered $8,500,000 in land value
within the Graves Tract.

prior to execution of the agreement, the escrow agent was
discharged from all cbligations arising in the escrow agresment,
and the City of North Miami was required to withdraw their option
to avail themselves of 400 acres of the property.

The property was then conveyed by grant for the development
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GRAVES TRACT (INTERAMA)

al and trade center. The agreement was executed with

H
i

American Center Authority could encumber

to $23,000,000 to pay the costs of construction

2

. 2. The Inter-American Center Authority be obligated to pay
to the City of Miami $8,500,000 as purchase price of
property, to be paid after retirement of the 523,000,000
obligation.

3. The 58,500,000 would be paid in annual installments at 5%
interest. The first payment to be made 1 year after the
retirement of the secured obligation.

4. The Authority be obligated to re-convey the property to
the City of Miami in the event the Authority failed o
make payment of principal or interest.

Wich little progress being made, the State Government assumed

b the Interama obligations and provided new concepts through forming

,'. a new Inter-American Center Authority. Their efforts failed to
materialize. Subsequently, in June of 1969, the State Government
passed a bill transferring all powers, duties, assets and liabili-
ties of the Inter-American Authority to Dade County but reserved o
the right to pass judgment on any sale of Interama land.

everal requests that the land and

Inevitably, the Interama problems fell inte the hands of the
Cireuit Court. This occurred in February, 1970. The positions
taken by the varicus parties in the court indicated that:

Tha Bondholders and the trustee contended a default exisced
because nochine had been built on the site.

The City of Miami contended the t
moving to halt wasteful expenditures o
ago. The land should be returned to t

:
.
l'.

ustees were negligent in not
Interama funds three years
e Cicy.
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GRAVE TRACT (INTERAMA)

However, the Cireuit Court ruled that Interama was in default
on its bond indebtedness and suggested all major creditors get to-
gether and submit some sort of an agreement before final judgment
could be given.

In March, 1970 the voters within the City of North Miami passed
2 G. 0. Bond issue to provide the $12 million to pay off the debts
of the Graves Tract-.

In May, 1970 the State Legislature passed the Interama bill
which tvansferred the Interama control from the County to a new State
Authority. This became effective on June 17, 1970.

In July, 1970 a final agreement was entered into by all major
eraditors and was approved by the Circuit Court, The Settlement was
as follows:

1. City of Norcth Miami would receive title to 350 acres
to be used for recreational facilities upon its sale
of $12 million worth of G. 0. Bonds.

2. City of Miami would retain a $8.3 million lien on the
property.

3. City of North Miami wouldsupply water and sewerage Lo
the property.

4. Approximately 22 acres would be leased to Merrill-Stevens
Dry Dock Company for 99 years. (This laase was later can-
called)

5. Dade County would receive 150 acres for a park.

6. The Board of Regents would be deeded 400 acres for a
State University.

7. City of North Miami be
the 1,700 acres.

ranted permission to annex

] o

i

8. o

5
Lol
B

11 maj editors must sign an agreement thatc the
ourt's £i

inal judgment would not be appealed.

H H

ey e

After the Settlement had taken place, many ollers were mace
from various groups and organizations to use the land. Of main im-
portance has been the Federal Covernment's designation of the In-
terama site as one of four sites for the-celebratiom of the Nation's
200th Anniversary im 1976. Final designation occurred on September 12,
1970.




In December 1970, consultants were hired to develop plans for the
Bicentennial project. Plans subsequently released called for such

ic
development as;

a 100,000 seat sports arena

Pets
L]
]

a 600 agre B

H

ntennial site with the theme "Third Century U.S.A."
“"Prototype Urban Sys:ems“ consisting of an experimental housing

velopment sewage and solid waste disposal plant, and an

a , &
lavated rapid transit system.

d
2

a 2,000 gseat theatre

a 3,500 seat music hall

an International Center

1,000 foot high tower

a major campus of F.L.U.

L3 ra b [l -

an International Conference Lenter
-

Bestaurants and 1005

Financing was proposed Co be by various lavels of government
plus private enterprise.

As bond payments became due, the Interama Authority was pr essed
into a position of raising $3541,000 or being forced into sel ling part
of the site to private developers. To raise these funds, the Authorit
obtained prepayment of $375,000 from Metro D County for an &80 acxe

1 C = &

ade
site for an ultra modern sewer plant., This required City of Miami
permission as the City held a lien on the en ytire 1,700 acres. The
City gave its permission im June 1971,
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DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMEKT

Miami River Redevelopment

The proposed Riverfront Development plan now under detailed
design calls for a landscaped pedestrian esplanade along the northerly
bank of the river extending from Brickell Avenue to Flagler Street.
Incorporated would be such features as a park pavilion area with
bandshell and observation tower. Easements would be obtained where
thé.walkway crosses private property. Strategically located parking
areas already in existence or under construction would complement
e facility. With such accommodations as lighting, benches, patio

i
ey

areas, and landscaped surroundings, this development will provide a ]
mile long attraction bordering downtown Miami. The estimated cost !
of this project is 54,500,000, . G
Flagler Mall NS fes LS

s | ik
This pldn calls for the redevelopment of Flagler Street from |

Biscayne Boulevard 'to N. W. lst Avenue. As proposed, vehicular
traffic on Flagler Streec would be limited to necessary vehicles
using a twe lane, one way, facility. The remainder of the existing
right of way would be utilized for widened landscaped walkways.
These walkways would be covered and a pedestrian overpass over Eis-
cayne Boulevard would tie this pedestrianized area to Bayfront Park.
Benches, lighting and landscaping would be provided. The estimated
cost for this development, $2,500,000. —

§9e3131 Streat Improvements

This project calls for the improvement of approximately ten miles
of street in downtown Miami including new surfacing, sidewalks, cur
and gutters, and landscaped plantings within the right of way. The
estimated cost of these improvements is $2,375,000.

Public Squares and Plazas Ll

LT

To further enhance the appearance of downtown Miami, the Doxiadis |
olan proposes the development of strategically located small, public, =
landscaped, plazas. It is contemplated these areas would be % to A f
acre in size. Several of these could be developed at strategic loca- |
tions for an estimated $1,300,000. ' 4l

Preparation of the 0ld Port Site for Future Development

. §ince all seaport facilities have been transferred to Dodge
Island, the City has begun to remove the buildings from the old
port site, make utility adjustments and other site preparations in




DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT

order to ready this important tract of land for future development.

The above improvements were included as part of the 1970 G. 0.
Bond Election under "Recreational and Park Facilities" and "Street
and Highway Improvements'" bond issues.

The voters failed to pass the "Recreational and Park Facilities”
bond ‘issue on June 30, 1970. This bond issue included the Miami River
Redevelopment, Public Squares and Plazas, and Preparation of 0ld Post
Site.

However, on March 14, 1972, Miami Voters approved a $39.9 millien
arks Bond Issue. The bonds were validated on May 22nd 1972. The pro-
eram as outlined included the following items related to Downtown
davel opment.

-
F

Bayfront Park Expansion (Ball Point) 7,500,000
Bicentennial Park (P & O Property) $15,000,000
Downtown Riverfront Development $1,800,000 3
Development of 0ld Commercial Dock T
Property 51,530,000
Downtown Urban Parks $200,000
Bayfront Park $229,000




FEDERAL GRANTS IN AID

-'

In the National League of Cities Manual con Federal Aids to

Local Governments of 1969, there are listed approximately 130 Federal
Aid Programs administered by such departments and offices as:

Department of Housing & Urban Development {H+U.D.}'
Department of Health, Education & Welfare (H.E.W.)
Dapartment of Interior (D.0.I.)
Department of Justice (D.0.J.)
Office of Economic Opportunity
Office of Emergency Preparednass
Atomic Energy Commission
Small Business Administration

Basicdlly, the City has particular interest in the Department
of Housing and Urban Development in which Low Rent Public Housing,
Basic Water and Sewer Facilities, Open Space Land Programs, and
Neighborhood Facilities grants fall:; the Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare inm which Air Pollution Control and Library Services
fall: the Department of Interior with Water Pollution Control Programs;
and the Department of Justice with grants for Law Enforcement Programs.

[‘. To participate in Federal Grants in Aid, a city must realize
the federal dollar should not be sought as an end in itself. A& city
must carefully define its goals and objectives, set priorities and
seak federal aid to meet these local objectives. The federal
dollar is valuable only if it helps the city get where it wants Lo
go. The Federal Grants in Aid, is not free aid, therefore the city

usually has to live up to planning, financial, and many other cri-
teria if it is to participate.

A city should select a variety of programs suited to the long
range goal sueh as:

Federal code enforcement program to preserve that

which is sound.

Urban renewal to provide a new stimulus to the community.
Scattered site housing to relieve shortage of low rental
units.

Programs to create an exciting park system To attract “——
Deople. :

In the past, the City of Miami participated in several Federal
Aid Programs. One such participation was the Accelerated Public
. Works Program of 1962 in which several branch libraries, fire sta-
tions, sewers and street pavements were constructed. Numerous
requests for Water & Sewer and Open Space Projects were applied for

. e EEENL Ll Lt R S e .




FEDERAL GRANTS IN AID

ng & Urban Development Act (H.U.D.), only a
roved due to lack of federal funds.

ice prepared a report dated December 23,
al Grant in Aid Programs.

Police Cadet Program

Riot Prevention and Control
Allapattah=-Comstock Park
Wainwright Park

\
Bay Sanilt:
) 1 - 5 e = Y
Flagler Street Sanltary Sawer
1 a1 o o
Grove Nelghborhood Facllity
- - L] 3
Liberty City Neighborhood Center
; d .
Grapeland Sanltary sewer
| 1 = x a "
Douglas Park Pump Station and Force Main
r N . . T £9 ] A
Sewage Pumping Station N.W. 23 Avenue
Model Cities - NDP aresz water mains
s L Ll liod L
- I - - - .
New Careers Program
= . a4 mere st ;
r Expanded Recreation Program

Neig SLpS
uni Work=-Study Progr

1 1 -
Gf-uﬂ;hﬂﬂu
2

Sanitary Sewer%

#The Metropolitan H.U.D. under the Neighborhood Development
Program (N.D.P.) is assisting in financing a small portion
of this project.

Federal Grant in Aid Programs,
artment of H.U.D. for acquiring,

o O

o]
grants have ;
developing and constructing,

P
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1971)

Dinner Key - Bayshore Are:

Liberty Sanitary Sewer Force Ma

=

Latin Community Riverfreont Park -
($250,000 Notice of approval
June l&, 1972)
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