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Since the Dade County Department of Pub-
lic Health was eslablished in 1942 through the
consolidation of the health departments exisi-
ing at that time, sevenieen annual reports have
been published. These reports have reflected
the uninterrupted expansion and spectacular
ProgTiss af our mmmuniqr- As in Prmdjﬂq
years, the 1958 Annual Health Report altempts
to highlight the major accomplishments and
some of the problems that we encountered dus-
ing the year. It would require a thick bock to
present o complete picture of the varied and
complex activities of this modern health depart-
ment.

Perhaps it is well to begin this repart by
reviewing certain basic concepts thal set our
goals and guided our work., First, we agree
that haalth Ia & stals af complete physical, men-
tal and social well-being of the individual and
not merely the absence of disease or infirmity.
We also believe that public health represents
the arl and science of preventing disease, pro-
longing life and promsting physical and men-
tal efficiency through orgonized community ef
fort. These hindoments]l definitions ore the
foundations of our legal responsibility "to plan,
develop and supervise o systematic program
designed 1o prevent. control and cure disecses,
their origin and diffusion emong inhabitonts of
the county, and for the education of the public
on health ond soniiotion problems.™

The first gecticn of the 13539 Annua] Heaglth
Report ocutlines the main functions of each

division of the Department of Public Health
and includes reloled service stotistice. It will
be noted that the types and volume of service
continued lo increcse due to population growth
and grecter public awareness of Department
of Public Health facilities, This increase was
apparent in services that could be tabulated
such s clinic visits, x-rays, nursing visits, im-
munizations, sanitation visits and Inepections,
and it was also present in services which wers
nod readily measurable such os administration,
education, and research, To improve the health
and wellare of the community, the Department
of Public Health has always willingly accepted
additional duties and respensibilities.

The second portion of this report contains
detailed vital stotistice for Dade County. It
also includes graphic presentations of tubercu-
losis deaths, maternal mertality, infan! mor-
tality, and neoncobal since 1950, From
the official recards filed at the Department of
Public Health, we tabulate much of the infor-
mation that helpe the community to formulate
programe of education, research, and direct
service. In addition to the numbers of births
and deaths, dota is gathered concerning types
of lllnesses and couses of death by age group.
sex, and color. These facts are [nxwu:ni'ol:l to
the State Bureau of Vilal Satistics and to the
National Office of Vital Statistics, Uniform
nomenclature and coding have been establish-
ed 80 that the health of cne area can be accur-
ately compared with that of others.




